Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


-*dl   » 


THR 


WORKS    OF    EDMUND    BURKE, 


WITH    A    MEMOIR. 


I2f  TRUE  TOLUMKS. 


VOL.  III. 


•    ** 


I        •  • 


4  ■      • 


.     •  •    ■  » 


NEW   YORK: 

HARPER  ^  BROTHERS,   PUBLISHERS, 
399  d:  331  PEARL   STREET, 

rRANKLIK  SQUAKI. 

1860. 


1       -T-r  t:3'vV  ('Ji-!'' 

480417AI 

ASTOR.  LEN^  '   ' 


•     •     . 


.         •  •  •  • 
•       •  « 

•  •  • 


•  •  •  •  « > 


» 
-  •  • 


CONTENTS. 


VOL.  m. 


Pagb 

Surru  RrfORT  from  the  Select 
Committee   (or   the    House  or 

COMMOXl)  appointed  TO  TAKE  IW- 
TO  C05SrDERATI0If  THE  STATE  OF 
THE    ADMINISTRATION    OT   JUSTICE 

JN  THE  Protiitces  or  Benoal,  Ba- 

HAll«  AND  OeISSA  ;  &C. — (25  JUNE, 

1783.) 

I. — Obcertations  on  the  statf. 
or  THE  Company's  ArrAiRi  in 
India.       ....        •       3 
If.— Connection  or  Great  Bri- 
tain with  India  .       •         16 
III.— Effect  of  the  Retenue 
Infestment  on  the  Compant     21 
Iiv'^BNAi.  Trade  of  Bengal       .       28 

SiLE 30 

Raw  Silk,         ....      32 
Clothes  or  Piece  Goods      .         36 

Opium 42 

Salt  W 

Saltpetre 60 

British  Goternmeitt  in  India    .       61 
Eletenth  Report  from  the  Se- 
lect Committee  (or  the  House 
or  CoMiion)  appointed  to  take 


Paqb 
into  consideration  the  state  of 

THE    ADMINISTRATION   OF  JUSTICE 
IN     THE    PrOTINCES     OF     BeNGAL, 

Bahar,  and  Orisia  ;  &c.— (1783.)    76 
The  first  nine  numbers  of  Ap- 
pendix B.  to  the  above  Report  ; 
Vix. 
Appendix  B.  No.  1.  Letter  from 

THE  GoTERNOUR-GeNERAL  TO  THE 

Court  of  Directors:  29Tn  No- 

TEMBER,  1780  .  .  .  .        99 

Appendix  B.  No.  2.  Account  of 
Money  paid  into  the  Company's 
Treasury  by  the  Goternoub- 
General,  since  1773        .       .        .101 

Appendix  B.  No.  3.  Letter  from 
GoTERNOUR  Hastings  to  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Court 
OF  Directors  ;  22d  May,  1782     .    102 

Appendix  B.  No.  4.  Account  of  sums 
received  on  account  of  the 
Company    by   the    Governour- 

GeNERAL,      or      PAID     TO     THEIR 

Treasury  by  his  order,  and  ap- 

PLIXD  TO  their  SKKTICK  •     102 


CONTENTS. 


Paox 
Appbvdiz  B.  No.  5.  k  No.  6.  Arrx- 
DATiT  or  William  LARziifi,  Esq. 
AMD  LzTTsa  or  GoTERiroxTR-Gsv- 

KRAL  TO  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE 

or  THE  Court  of  Directors,  re- 

iPECTITELT  or  THE  IGtH  DECEM- 
BER 1792,  TRAirSMITTRD  WITH  THE 
PRECEDIiro  ACC0U3fT     .  .  103    104 

ArPERDiz  B.  No.  7.  Extract  or 
Compant'i  General  Letter  to 
Beitoal  ;  25tb  Jaztuart,  1782  .        105 

Appxitdix  B.  No.  8.  Extract  or  the 
Behoal  Secret  ConsuLTATXoirs, 
9th  January  1781    ...         106 

Appxitdix  B.  No.  9.  Account  or 
Bonds  granted  to  the  Gotxr- 
vour-Genxral,  rRoM  Januart 
1779  TO  Mat  1782,  with  Interest 
Paid  or  credited  thereon  106 

Abticlei  or  Charge  or  High 
Crimes  and  MisDEMXAirouRi 
AAA  INST  Warren  HASTiNOi,  Esq. 
I.ATX  Goternour-Gerxral  or 
Bxnoal;  presentxd  to  the  Houik 
OF  Commons  upon  tbx  4th  dat  or 
April  1786. 

I.— RoHiLLA  War        .       .        106 
II.— Shaw  Allum     .        .       .111 

m.— BxNARxs  :— 

Fart  I.  Rights  and  Titles  or  the 

Rajah  or  Benares  113 

Pabt  II.  Designs  or  Mr.  Hastings 

TO  Bvur  THE  Rajah  or  Benares     1 17 
Part  m.  Expulsiov  or  the  Rajah 

ofBkharxs  122 

Part  IV.  Second  Rrtolution  ik 

Bbvarxs 131 

Part  Y.  Third RxTOLurioirivBE- 

VAmxi 133 

IT.— PmucBi  or  Ovim  .137 


Pagi 
Letters  prom  her  Excellb rot  thb 
Bhow  Bequm  to  Mr.  Bristow,  Rc* 

SIDENT  AT  THE  ViZXER's  CoURT; — 
PROM  COLOXEL  HaNNAY  TO  JeWAR 

Ally  Cawn    avd  Bahar  Ally 
Cawn:— Address  from  Colonel 
Hannay  to  the    Begum  : — from 
Mr.  Gordon   to   the  Begum:- 
Letter    to  Mahommed  Jewar 
Ally  Cawn  and   Bahar  Ally 
Cawn,  from  Mr.  Gordon  ; — from 
Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally 
Cawn  and  Bahar  Ally  CAWNl56tol6i 
v. — Retolutions  in  Furrucxabad  161 
VI. — Destruction  of  the    Rajah 

or  Sahlone       .        ...       166 
VII.— Contracts  ,       ,167 

VIII.— Presents    ...        .174 
XX. — ^Resignation  or  the  Office 

ofGoternour-Genbral  .181 

X.— Surgeon-General's  Contract  187 
XI. — Contracts    roR     Poolbundt 

Repairs 187 

XII.— Contracts  roR  Opium  188 

XIII. — ^Appointment  or  R.  J.  Suli- 

TAV .196 

XI v.— Ranna  or  Gohud  .191 

XV.— RxTENUEs      .  .    193  to  199 

XVI.— Misdemeanours  in  Oude  199 
XVn.— Mahomed  Reza  Khar  .  228 
XVni.— The  Mogul  delitxred  up 

to  THE  Mahrattas  238 

XIX.— LiBXL    ON     THE     CoURT     OP 

Dirxctorb 245 

XX.— Mabratta  War,  and  Peace  248 
XXI.— Correspondence  .    2S8 

XXn.— Rights  or  Ftxoola  Khan, 

&C.BXrORX  TBR  TREATY  Or  LaLL- 

Daho 2» 

BlOBTf  OF  FrsooLA  Kbav  uvdxr 
nn   TMBATT    or    La&l^Daho    16 


CONTENTS.  ijj 

Paox  Pagb 

GUAKA^TEC     or      THE      TMBATT     OF  IaCPEACHIIKHT    OF   WaRREN  HaS« 

Lall-Da!VO         -        ...        262  TizroSf  EsquiRE 

Thaxks  or  THE  Board  to  Fyzoola  Third  Da¥ 285 

KifAX 265  Fourth  Day          ....        307 

Dema!cd  )r  Five  Thousawd  House   265  F«""  Day         .    '    .        .        .        .340 

T,  ^  ,<.p     Sixth  Day 372 

Treaty  or  Chuivar       .       .       .      208 

„                                       —  Speech  on   the  Sixth    Charge, 

CoNSEquEifCES  or  the  Treaty  op  _                     ^                      r« 

Bribery  axd  Corruption.  Tues- 

Chitiiar 270  day,  21«T  April  1789       .        .         333 

PECaWlARY      COMMUTATIOW    OP    THE  SPEECH  Olf  THE  SiXTU  CHARaE,25TH 

•tipulatedAid     ...           271  April,  5th  May,  A!cd  7th  May 

Full     tisdicatiow    of    Fyxoola  |78()       ....          418440470 

Kha!!,  by  Major    Palmer   aztd  Report  from  the  Committee   ap- 

Mr.  HA«Ti.^of      ....      274  pointed  to  inspect  the  Lords' 

.                            .     o                  le  Journals,  in  relation  to  their 

Appendix  to  the  8th  and    16th  * 

Proceeding   on   the  Trial  op 

CHARGEi    .        .       .       .       276  to  278  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.        .          489 

Spbecbbs  of  Mr.  Burbb  on  tbb  Apfbrbix  to  Ditto                        .lit 


\ 


WORKS 

or 

EDMUND    BURKE 


NINTH    REPORT 

rmOM  THT  SELECT  COMMITTEE  (oF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMOZTS)  APPOINTED  TO  TAJU 
IKTO  CONSIDEKATION  THE  STATE  OF  THE  ADMIITISTRATIOIf  OF  JUSTICE  IST  TBB 
PROTIXCES  OF  BEKOAL,  BAHAH,  AND  ORI88A,  AITD  TO  HEPORT  THE  SAME,  AS  IT 
SHALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THE  HOUSE,  WITH  THEIR  OBSERTATIOHS  THERX- 
UPOX  ;  AND  WHO  WERE  IZTSTRUCTBD  TO  CONSIDER  HOW  THE  BRITISH  POSSESSIONS 
IX  THE  EAST  INDIES  MAT  BE  HELif  AND  OOTERNED  WITH  THE  GREATEST  SECU« 
RITT  AND  ADTANTAGE  TO  THIS  COUNTRY,  AND  BY  WHAT  MEA^S  THE  BAPPINBM 
F   THE   NATITE   INHABITANTS   MAY   BE   BEST   PROMOTED. — (25  JUNE,    178S.) 

[. — OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  to  remand  them  back  to  that  obscurity,  mj»- 

compary's  affairs  in  INDIA.  Verf^  and  intrigue,  out  of  which  they  have 

been  forced  upon  publick  notice,  by  the  caliF- 

In  order  to  enable  the  house  to  adopt  the  mities  arising  from  their  extreme  mismana^^ 

most  proper  means  for  regulating  the  British  ment.    This  mismanagement  has  itself  (•■ 

government  in  India,  and  for  promoting  the  your  committee  conceive)  in  a  great  measure 

happiness  of  the  natives^  who  live  under  its  arisen  from  dark  cabals,  and  secret  sugges* 

authority  or  influence,  your  committee  hold  tions  to  persons  in  power,  without  a  regular 

-t  expedient  to  collect  into  distinct  points  of  publick  inquiry  into  the  good  or  evil  tendency 

view  the  circumstances  by  which  that  govern-  of  any  measure,  or  into  the  merit  or  demerit 

ment  app^urs  to  them  to  be  most  essentially  of  any  person  intrusted  with  the  company's 

disordered ;  and  to  explain  fully  the  principles  concerns. 

of  policy,  and  the  course  of  conduct,  by  which  The  plan  adopted  by  your  committee,  is, 

the  natives  of  all  ranks  and  orders  have  been  First,    To  consider  the  law  regulating  the 

reduced  to  their  present  state  of  depression  East^India  Company,  as  it  now  stands ;  and, 

and  misery.  Secondly,  To  inquire  into  the  circumstancst 

Your  committee  have  endeavoured  to  per-  of  the  two  great  links  of  connexion,  by  whadi 

fi>rm  this  task  in  plain  and  popular  language,  the  territorial  possessions  in  India  ore  united 

knowing  that  nothing  has  alienated  the  house  to  this  kingdom ;    namely,  the   company's 

from  inquiries,  absolutely  necessary  for  the  commerce;    and  the  government   exercised 

performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  under  the  charter,  and  under  acts  of  parlift^ 

aJl  its  duties,  so  much  as  the  technical  Ian-  ment.     The  last  of  these  objects,  the  com* 

guage  of  the  company's  records ;  as  the  Indian  merce,  is  taken  in  two  points  of  view,  the 

«Rmes  of  persons,  of  offices,  of  the  tenure  and  erfemo^  or  the  direct  trade  between  India  wad 

qualities  c^  estates,  and  of  sill  the  varied  bran-  Europe ;  and  the  internal^  that  is  to  say,  the 

ches  of  their  intricate  revenue.     This  Ian-  trade  of  Bengal  in  all  the  articles  of  produce 

goa^  is  indeed  of  necessary  use  in  the  exe-  and  manufiicture,  which  furnish  the  company's 

cutive  departments  of  the  oompanjr's  affairs ;  investment. 

but  it  is  not  necessary  to  parliament.    A  Ian-  The  government  is  considered  by  your  com- 

foage,  so  foreign  ttom  all  the  ideas  and  habits  mittee  under  the  like  descriptions  of  intemal 

of  the  fitf  greater  part  of  the  members  of  this  and  external.    The  internal  regards  the  oom- 

hoQse  has  a  tendency  to  disgust  them  with  all  munication  between  the  court  of  directors  and 

»orts  of  inquiry  oooceming  this  subject.  They  their  servants  in  India ;  the  management  of 

•re  &tigued  into  such  a  despair  of  ever  ob-  the  revenue ;  the  expenditure  of  publick  mo* 

cmiaiDg  a  oooapetent  knowledge  of  the  traasao-  ney ;  the  civil  administration ;  tJie  adminis> 

in  India,  that  they  are  easily  pemMdsd  tntion  of  justice:  and  the  state  of  the  umj, 

ToL.  m.— X 


4  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

The  external  regards,  first,  the  conduct  and  any  mode  of  patronage  in  their  appointmeou 

maxims  of  the  company*8  goTemment  with  The  cause  must  be  sought  elsewhere, 

respect  to  the  native  princes  and  people  depen-  The  act  had  in  its  view  (independently  or 

dent  on  the  British   authority :    and  next,  several  detached  regulations)  five  fimdamen* 

the  proceedings  with  regard  to  those  native  tal  objects  : 

powers,  which  are  wholly  independent  of  the  1st.  The  reformation  of  the  court  of  pro- 
company.     But  your  committee's  observa-  prietors  of  the  East-India  Company  : 
tions  on  the  last  division  extend  to  those  mat-  2dly.  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  direc 
ters  only,  which  are  not  comprehended  in  the  tors,  and  an  enforcement  of  their  authority 
report  of  the  committee  of  secrecy.     Under  over  the  servants  abroad  : 
these  heads  your  committee  refer  to  the  most  3dly.  The  establishment  of  a  court  of  jus- 
leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which  prevail  in  tice  capable  of  protecting  the  natives  from  the 
the  administration  of  India ;  deviating  only  oppressions  of  British  subjects  : 
fi-om  this  order,  where  the  abuses  are  of  a  com-  4thly.  The    establishment    of   a    general 
plicated  nature,  and  where  one  cannot  be  well  council  to  be  seated  in  Bengal,  whose  autho- 
oonsidered,  independently  of  several  others.  rity  should  in  nmny  particulars,  extend  over 

Your  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  all  the  British  settlements  in  India : 

Moond  attempt  made  by  parliament  for  the  6lhly.  To  furnish  the  ministers  of  the  crown 

reformation    of  abuses    in    the    company's  witlfconstant  information  concerning  the  whole 

gmremmcnt.     It  appiears,  therefore,  to  them  of  the  company's  correspondence  with  India, 

a  necessary  preliminary  to  this  second  vn-  in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  inspect 

dertakingy  to  amnder  the   causes  tchieh,   in  the  conduct  of  the  directors  and  ser\'ants,  and 

thtir  opinion,  have  produced  the  failure  of  the  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  all  parts  of  the 

fint ;  that  the  defects  of  the  original  plan  may  act ;  that  they  might  be  ilimished  with  matte*- 

be  supplied,  its  errors  corrected,  and  such  to  lay  before  parliament  from  time  to  time, 

tuefiil  regulations,  as  were  then  adopted,  may  according  as  the  state  of  things  should  render 

be  imther  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced,  regulation  or  animadversion  necessary. 

The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  The  first  object  of  the  policy  of  this  act  was  to 

the  session  of  the  year  1773.     In  that  year,  improve  the  constittflion  of  the  court  of  pro- 

<Mrliament,  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  prietors.  In  this  case,  as  in  almost  all  the  rest, 

affairs  of  India,  through  two  of  its  commit*  the  remedy  was  not  applied  directly  to  thedis- 

tees,  collected  a  very  great  body  of  details  ease.    The  complaint  was,  that  factions  in  the 

ooDceming  the  interiour    oeconomy  of  the  court  of  proprietors  had  shown,  in  several  in- 

WMopany's  possessions ;  and  concerning  many  stances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  servants 

particulars  of  abuse^  which  prevailed  at  the  of  the  company  against  the  just  coercion  and 

time  when  those  committees  made  their  am-  legal  prosecution  of  the  directors.     Instead  ot 

pie  and  instructive  reports.    But  it  does  not  applying  a  corrective  to  the  distemper,  a 

appear  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  change  was  proposed  in  the  constitution.     By 

m  that  year,  that  is,  in  the  East-India  act  of  this  reform  it  was  presumed,  that  an  interest 

the  thirteenth  of  his  majesty's  reign,  were  would  arise  in  the  general  court,  more  inde- 

altogether  grounded  on  that  information ;  but  pendent  in  itself,  and  more  connected  with  the 

were  adopted  rather  on  probable  speculations,  commercial  prosperity  of  the  company.     Un- 

■nd  general  ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  der  the  new  constitution,  no  proprietor  not 

gofvemment.     New  establishments,  civil  and  possessed  of  a  thousand  pounds  capital  stock 

judicial,  were  therefore  formed  at  a  very  great  was  permitted  to  vote  in  the  general  court : 

eipense,  and  with  much  complexity  of  consti-  before  the  act,  five  hundred  pounds  was  a 

tntioo.    Checks  and  counter-checks  of  all  sufficient  qualification  for  one  vote ;  and  no 

lands  were  contrived  in  the  execution,  as  value  gave  more.     But  as  the  lower  classes 

well  as  in  the  formation  of  this  system,  in  were  disabled,  the  power  was  increased  in  the 

which  all  the  existing  authorities  of  this  king-  higher :  Proprietors  of  three  thousand  pounds 

dom  bad  a  share  :  for  parliament  appointed  were  allowed  two  votes ;  those  of  six  thou- 

the  members  of  the  presiding  part  of  the  new  sand  were  entitled  to  three;  ten  thousand 

eatablishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the  judi-  pounds  was  made  the  qualification  for  four, 

dal,  and  the  company  preserved  the  nomina-  The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale 

don  of  the  other  officers.    So  that  if  the  act  and  gradation  of  property.    On  this  scale,  and 

htm  not  fiilly  answered  its  purposes,  the  fiul-  on  some  provisions  to  prevent  occasional 

ore  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  virant  of  officers  qualifications  and  splitting  of  votes,  the  whole 

of  every  deieription,  or  to  the  deficiency  of  rdbnnation  restod. 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  fi 

8«ver«l  «fMntial  points,  howeTer,  seem  to  moft  cruel  aqd  wanton  ravages  of  all  the 

nave  been  omitted  <Hr  misunderstood.  No  rega-  neighbouring  countries  by  holdLig  out,  and  for 

lation  was  made  to  abolish  the  pernicious  cus-  a  time  actually  realizing,  additions  of  rerenne 

torn  of  voting  by  ballot ;   by  means  of  which,  to  the  territorial  ftmds  of  the  company,  and 

acts  of  the  hi^est  concern  to  the  company,  great  quantities  of  valuable  goods  to  their  in> 

and  to  the  state,  might  be  done  by  indivuiuiQs  vestment. 

with  perfect  impunity  ;  and  even  the  body  it-  But  this   consideration  of  mere  income, 
self  might  be  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  all  its  (whatever  weight  it  might  have,)  could  not  be 
privileges  for  de&ults  of  persons,  who,  so  &r  the  first  object  of  a  proprietor  in  a  body  so 
from  being  under  controul,  could  not  be  so  circumstanced.     The  East-India  Company  it 
much  as  known  in  any  mode  of  legal  cogni*  not,  like  the  Bank  of  England,  a  mere  moneyed 
sance.     Nothing  was  don«,  or  attempted,  to  society  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  preservation 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  interest  of  delin-  or  improvement  of  their  capital ;  and,  there* 
(jaeot  servants  of  the  company  in  the  general  fore,  every  attempt  to  regulate  it  upon  the 
court,  by  which  they  might  even  come  to  be  same  principles  must  inevitably  fail.     When 
tbeir  own  judges ;  and  in  effect,  under  an-  it  is  considered  that  a  certain  share  in  the 
other  description,  to  become  masters  in  that  stock  gives  a  share  in  the  government  of  so 
body,  which  ought  to  govern  them.    Nor  was  vast  an  empire,  with  such  a  boundless  patron- 
any  thing  provided  to  secure  the  independency  age,  civil,  military,  marine,  commercial,  and 
of  the  proprietory  body  from  the  various  exte-  financial,  in  every  department  of  which  such 
rioor  interests,  by  which  it  might  be  disturb-  fortunes  have  been  made  as  could  be  made  no 
ed,  and  diverted  from  the  conversation  of  that  where  else,  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive 
pecuniary  eoocem,  which  tho  act  laid  down  as  that  capitals,  &r  superiour  to  any  qualifica- 
the  sole  security  for  preventing  a  collusion  tions  appointed  to  proprietors,   or  even  to 
between  the  general  court  and  the  powerful  directors,  would  readily  be  laid  out  for  a  par- 
delinquent  servants  in  India.     The  whole  of  ticipation  in  that  power.     The  Indian  pro- 
the  regulations  concerning  the  court  of  pro-  prietor,  therefore,  will  always  be,  in  the  first 
priecors  relied  upon  two  principles,  which  instance,  a  politician ;  and  the  bolder  his  en- 
have  often  proved  &llacious ;  namely,  that  terprize,  and  the  more  corrupt  his  views,  the 
snail  numbers  were  a  security  against  fiiction  less  will  be  his  consideration  of  the  price  to 
and  disorder ;  and,  that  integrity  of  conduct  be  paid  for  compassing  them.     The  new  regu- 
would  follow  the  greater  property.    In  no  lations  did  not  reduce  the  number  so  low  aa 
case  could  these  principles  be  less  depended  not  to  leave  the  assembly  still  liable  to  all  the 
apon  than  in  the  affairs  of  the  East-India  disorder,  which  might  be  supposed  to  arise 
Company.    However,  by  wholly  cutting  off  from  multitude.    But,  if  the  principle  had 
the  lower,  and  adding  to  the  power  of  the  been  well  established  and  well  executed,  a 
higher  classes,  it  was  supposed  that  the  high-  much  greater  inconveniency  grew  out  of  the 
«r  would  keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to  reform  than  that  which  had  attended  tho  old 
saake  profit ;  that  the  vote  would  be  a  second-  abuse ;  for  if  tumult  and  disorder  be  lessened 
ary  ooosideratiao,  and  no  more  than  a  guard  by  reducinjg  the  number  of  proprietors,  private 
to  the  property ;  and  that  therefbre  any  abuse,  cabal  and  intrigue  are  &cilitated,  at  least  in  an 
which  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their  equal  degree ;  and  it  is  cabal  and  corruption, 
stock,  would  be  warmly  resented  by  such  rather  than  disorder  and  conflision,  that  was 
proprietors.  most  to  be  dreaded  in  transacting  the  affairs 
If  the  ill  effects  of  every  misdemeanour  in  of  India.    Whilst  the  votes  of  the  smaller 
ihe  company's  servants  were  to  be  immediatef  proprietors  continued,  a  door  was  left  open 
and  had  a  tendency  to  lower  the  value  of  the  for  the  publick  sense  to  enter  into  that  societpr : 
stock,  something  might  justly  be  expected  since  that  door  has  been  closed,  the  proprie- 
from  the  pecuniary  security  taken  by  the  aet.  tory  has  become  (even  more  than  formerly) 
But  final  the  then  state  of  things,  it  was  more  an  aggregate  of  private  interests,  vrhich  sub. 
than  probable,  toat  proceedings,  ruinous  to  sist  at  the  expense  of  the  collective  body, 
the  permanent  interest  of  the  company,  might  At  the  moment  of  this  revolution  in  the  pro- 
cooiraence  in   great    lucrative    advantages,  prietory,  as  it  might  naturally  be  expected, 
Against  this  evil,  large  pecuniary  interests  those  who  had  either  no  very  particular  int^ 
were  rather  the  reverse  of  a  remedy.    Ao-  rest  in  their  vote,  or  but  a  petty  object  to  pur- 
eordingly,  the  company's  servants  have  ever  sue,  immediately  disqualified ;  but,  those  who 
nnoe  covered  over  the  worst  oppressions  of  were  deeply   interested    in    the  company's 
ihe  people  ondar  their  g ovenunent,  and  tho  pilrooage ;  those  who  were  concerned  in  tbi 
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flopply  of  ships  and  of  the  other  innumerable  or  professions  of  men,  or  of  the  election  to 
objects  required  for  their  immense  establish-  office  by  one  authority,  rather  than  another. 
HMnts ;  those  who  were  engaged  ia  contracts  The  second  object  of  the  act  was  the  court 
with  the  treasury,  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  of  directors.  Under  the  arrangement  of  the 
together  with  the  clerks  in  publick  offices,  year  1773,  that  court  appear«l  to  have  its 
found  means  of  securing  qualifications  at  the  authority  much  strengthened.  It  was  made 
enlarged  standard.  All  these  composed  a  less  dependent  than  formerly  upon  its  con- 
much  greater  proportion  than  formerly  they  stituents  the  proprietory.  The  duration  of^ 
had  done  of  the  proprietory  body.  the  directors  in  office  was  rendered  more  per- 

Against  the   great,   predominant,   radical  manent,  and  the  tenure  itself  diversified  by  a 

oomiption  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  the  varied  and  intricate  rotation.     At  the  same 

raising  of  the  qualification  proved  no  sort  of  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over  their 

remedy.     The  return  of  the  company's  ser-  servants  of  all  descriptions  ;  and  the  only  rule 

vmnts  into  Europe  poured  in  a  constant  sup-  prescribed  to  the  council  general  of  Bengal^ 

ply  of  proprietors,  whose  ability  to  purchase  in  the  exercise  of  the  large  and  ill-defined 

the  highest  qualifications  for  themselves,  their  powers  given  to  them,  was,  that  they  were 

agents  and  dependents,  could  not  be  dubious,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  courr 

Ajid  this  latter  description  form  a  very  con-  of  directors.    As  to  the  court  of  director& 

■iderable,  and  by  far  the  most  active  and  effi-  itself,  it  was  left  with  very  little  regulation. 

cient  part  of  that  body.     To  add  to  the  votes.  The  custom  of  ballot,  infinitely  the  most  mis- 

which  is  adding  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  chievous  in  a  body  possessed  of  all  the  ordi- 

tbe  wealth  of  men,  whoso  very  offences  were  nary  executive  powers,  was  still  left ;  and 

■apposed  to  consist  in  acts  which  lead  to  the  your  committee  have  found  the  ill  effects  of 

■oquisition  of  enormous  riches,  appears  by  no  this  practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries, 

means  a  well-considered  method  of  checking  Nothing  was  done  to  oblige  the  directors  to 

rapacity  and  oppression.     In  proportion  as  attend  to  the  promotion  of  their  servants  ac- 

theie  interests  prevailed,  the  means  of  cabal,  cording  to  their  rank  and  merits.     In  judging 

of  concealment,  and  of  corrupt  confederacy,  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to  bind 

became  far  more  easy  than  before.     Accord-  them  to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on 

ingly,  there  was  no  fault  with  respect  to  the  their  record.     Nothing  was  done  to  compel 

company's  government    over    its    servants,  them  to  prosecution  or  complaint  where  de- 

diarged  or  chargeable  on  the  general  court  as  linquency  became  visible.     The  act  indeed 

it  originally  stood,  of  which,  since  the  reform,  prescribed,  that  no  servant  of  the  company 

it  has  not  been  notoriously  guilty.     It  was  abroad  should  be  eligible  into  the  direction 

not  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  to  your  com-  until  two  years  after  his  return  to  England. 

mittee,  that  the  general  court,  so  composed,  But  as  this  regulation  rather  presumes  than 

has  at  length  grown  to  such  a  degree  of  con-  provides  for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  a 

tempt,  bo^  of  its  duty,  and  of  the  permanent  very  ordinary  neglect  in  the  court  of  directors 

interest  erf*  the  whole  corporation,  as  to  put  it-  might  easily  defeat  it,  and  a  short  remission 

self  into  op^i  defiance  of  the  salutary  admoni-  might  in  this  particular  operate  as  a  total  in- 

ttOQS  of  this  house,  given  for  the  purpose  of  demnity.  In  fact,  however,  the  servants  have 

asserting  and  enforcing  the  legal  authority  of  of  late  seldom  attempted  a  seat  in  the  direc- 

their  ow^n  body  over  their  own  servants.  tion  ;  an  attempt  which  might  possibly  rouse 

The  failure  in  this  part  of  the  refbrm  of  a  dormant  spirit   of  inquiry ;  but  satisfied 

177S  is  not  stated  by  your  committee  as  re-  with  an  interest  in  the  proprietory,  they  have, 

commending  a  return  to  the  antient  constitu-  through  that  name,  brought  the  direction  very 

tion  of  the  company,  which  was  nearly  as  far  much  under  their  own  controul. 

as  the  new  fi-om  containing  any  principle  tend-  As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of 

ing  to  the  prevention  or  remedy  of  abuses ;  but  Directors,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that 

to  point  out  the  probable  failure  of  any  future  on  the  whole,  it  was  somewhat  degraded  by 

retnlations,  which  do  not  apply  directly  to  the  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose  was  to  exalt 

pievance,  but  which  may  be  taken  up  as  ex-  it ;  and  that  the  only  effect  of  the  parliamen- 

periments  to  ascertain  theories  of  the  opera-  tary  sanction   to  their  orders  has  been,  that 

tions  of  councils  formed  of  greater  or  lesser  along  with  those  orders,  the  law  of  the  land 

mmbers,  or  such  as  shall  be  composed  of  men  has  been  despised  and  trampled  under  foot. 

of  more  or  less  opulence,  or  of  interests  of  The  directors  were  not  suffered  either  to 

lower  or  longer  standing,  or  concerning  the .  nominate  or  to  remove  those  whom  they  were 

iistribation  of  power  to  varisis  descriptions  empowered  to  instnict :  from  masters  tbov 
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«r«re  reduced  to  the  situation  of  complain-  ed.     The  sufferer  (the  Rajah  Nundcomar) 

ants  ;  a  situation,  the  imbecility  of  which  no  appears,  at  the  very  time  of  this  extraordinary 

laws  or  ref^latioos  could  wholly  alter ;  and  prosecution,  a  discoverer  of  some  particulars 

when  the  directors  were  aflerwards  restored  of  illicit  gain  then  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings, 

in  some  degree  to  their  antient  power,  on  Che  the  govemour-general.     Although,  in  ordina- 

expirat ion  of  the  lease  given  to  their  principal  ry  cases,  and  in  some  lesser  instances  ol 

servants,   it  became  impossible  for  them  to  grievance,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  court 

recover  any  degree  of  their  antient  respect,  has  done  its  duty,  and  has  been,  as  every  court 

even  if  they  had  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  must  be,  of  some  service  ;  yet  one  example  of 

so  modelled,  as  to  be  entirely  free  from  all  this  kind  must  do  more  towards  deterring  the 

ambition  of  that  sort.  natives  from  complaint,  and    consequently 

From  that  period,  the  orders  of  the  court  from  the  means  of  redress,  than  many  deci- 

uf  directors  became  so  habitually  despised  by  sions  fiivourable  to  them,   in  the  ordinary 

their  servants  abroad,  and  at  length  to  be  so  course  of  proceeding,  can  do  for  their  encour^ 

little  regarded  even  by  themselves,  that  this  agement  and  relief.     So  &r  as  your  commit- 

contempt  of  orders  forms  almost  the  whole  tee  have  been  able  to  discover,  the  court  has 

subject  matter  of  the  voluminous  reports  of  two  been  generally  terrible  to  the  natives,  and  has 

of  your  committees.     If  any  doubt,  however,  distracted  the  government  of  the  company, 

remains  concerning  the  cause  of  this  fittal  de-  without  substantially  reforming  any  one  of  its 

dine  of  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  abuses. 

no  doubt  whatsoever  can  remain  of  the  fact  This  court,  which  in  its  constitution  seems 

itself  nor  of  the  total  failure  of  one  of  the  not  to  have  had  sufficiently  in  view  the  neces- 

greai  leading  regulations  of  the  act  of  1773.  sities  of  the  people,  for  whose  relief  it  was  in- 

Tbe  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  ar-  tended,  and  was,  or  thought  itself  bound,  in 

rangement ;  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was,  some  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to 

to  form  a  strong  and  solid  security  for  the  the  forms  and  rules  of  English  practice,  in 

natives,  against  the  wrongs  and  oppressions  others  was  framed  upon  principles  perhaps  too 

of  British  subjects  resident  in  Bengal.     An  remote  from  the  constitution  of  English  tribu- 

operose  and  expensive  ratablishmcnt  of  a  su-  nals.     By  the  usual  course  of  English  prao- 

preme  court  was  made,  and  charged  upon  the  ticc,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  redress  to  bo 

revenues  of  the  country.     The  charter  of  jus-  obtained  against  oppressions  of  power  is  by 

tice  was  by  the  act  lefl  to  the  crown,  as  well  process   in  the  nature  of  civil  actions.     In 

as  the  appointment  of  the  magistrates.     The  these,  a  trial  by  jury  is  a  necessary  part, 

defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  this ;  with  regard  to  the  finding  the  offence,  and  to 

that  no  rule  was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  the  assessment  of  the  damages.     Both  these 

or  the  charter,  by  which  the  court  was  to  were,  in  the  charter  of  justice,  left  entirely  Co 

judge.     No  descriptions  of  offenders  or  spe-  the  judges.    It  was  presumed,  and  not  wholly 

cies  of  delinquency  were  properly  ascertain-  without  reason,  that  the  British  subjects  were 

ed  according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  liable  to  fall  into  factions  and  combinations,  in 

the  prevalent  mode  of  abuse.     Provision  was  order  to  support  themselves  in  the  abuses  of 

made  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  an  authority,  of  which  every  man  might,   in 

rrmotest  part  of  Hindostan,  as  if  it  were  a  his  turn,  become  a  sharer.     And  with  regard 

^trovince  in  Great  Britain.     Your  committee  to  the  natives,  it  was  presumed  (perhaps  a 

jave  long  bad  the  constitution  and  conduct  little  too  hastily)  that  they  were  not  capable 

sf  this  court  before  them ;  and  they  have  not  of  sharing  in  the  functions  of  jurors.     But  it 

yet  been  able  to  discover  very  few  instances  was  not  foreseen  that  the  judges  were  also 

{not  one  that  appears  to  them  of  leading  im-  liable  to  be  engaged  in  the  factions  of  the  set- 

pcrtance)  of  relief  given  to  the  natives  against  ticment ;  and  if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be 

the  corruptions  or  oppressions  of  British  sub*  so  engaged,  that  the  native  people  were  then 

jects  m  power.     Though  they  do  find  one  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay  in 

very  strong  and  marked  instance  of  the  judges  the  clause  that  the  court  and  jury  though  both 

having  employod  an  unwarrantable  extension  liable  to  bias,  might  not  easily  unite  in  the 

or  application  of  the  municipal  law  of  Eng-  same  identical  act  of  injustice.    Your  com*> 

land,  to  destroy  a  person  of  the  highest  rank  mittee,  on  fbll  inquiry,  are  of  opinion,  thai 

among  those  natives,  whom  they  were  sent  to  the  use  qf  jurieM  is  neither  impraeticabU  nor 

protect.     One  circumstance  rendered  the  pro-  dangerous  in  Bengal. 

oeeding  in  this  case  fatal  to  all  the  good  pur-  Your  committee  refer  to  their  report,  made 

lor  which  the  court  hul  been  establish-  m  the  year  1781,  fbr  the  maimer  in  which  this 
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ooorti  attemptinc  to  enteBd  tti  jqriad&ctioii,  Bota  ■mil  oae)  tfadrantlioritjcxtenM  over 

■ad  falling  with  extreme  fereritj  on  the  nalire  all  the  company's  myceiua  of  whatever  dec* 

magistratefl,  a  riolent  contest  arose  between  criptkm.    In  matters  of  peace  and  war,  it 

English  judges  and  the  English  ciril  aotho-  seems  to  hare  been  meant,  thatthe  otherpresi- 

ritjT.     This  authority,  calling  in  the  military  doicies  should  be  subordinate  to  their  board, 

arm,  (by  a  roost  dangerous  example)  orer-  But  the  law  is  loose  and  ddfectire,  where  it 

powered,  and  (or  a  while  suspended  the  ftmc-  professes  to  restrain  the  subordinate  prcsiden- 

ti<Hi8  of  that  court ;  but  at  length  those  func-  cies  from  making  war  wiihoot  the  consent  and 

tions  which  were  suspended  by  the  quarrel  of  af^robation  of  the  supreme  council.     They 

the  parties,  were  destroyed  by  their  recon-  are  left  free  to  act  i«itbout  it,  m  ea»tM  of  imt" 

ciliation,  and  by  the  arrangements  made  in  minenl  necesnfy,  or,  tghere  they  $haU  kace  re> 

coosequotce  of  it.     By  these  the  court  was  cn'red  tptcial  ordertfrom  tkt  company.     The 

virtually  annihilated ;    or  if  substantially  it  first  exception  leaves  it  open  to  the  subordi- 

exists,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  it  exists  only  nate  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  measures, 

for  purposes  very  different  from  those  of  its  which,  when  taken,  bind  or  involve  the  supe> 

institution.  rior :  the  second  refers  a  question  of  peace  or 

The  fourth  object  of  the  act  of  177S  was  war  to  two  jurisdictions,  which  may  give  dii^ 
the  council  general.  This  institution  was  ferent  judgments.  In*  both  instances,  cases 
intended  to  produce  uniformity,  consistency,  in  point  have  occurred.  With  regard  to  their 
and  the  effective  co-operation  of  all  the  set-  local  administration,  their  powers  were  ex- 
tlements  in  their  common  defence.  By  the  ceedingly  and  dangerously  loose  and  undeter-, 
antient  constitution  of  the  company's  foreign  mined.  Their  powers  were  not  given  directly, 
settlements,  they  were  each  of  them  under  the  but  in  words  of  reference,  in  which  neither 
orders  of  a  president  or  chief,  and  a  council,  the  objects  related  to,  nor  the  mode  of  the 
more  or  fewer,  according  to  the  discretion  of  relation,  were  suflkiently  expressed.  Theii 
the  company ;  among  those,  parliament  (pro-  legislative  and  executive  capacities  were  not 
bably  on  account  of  the  largeness  of  the  terri-  so  accurately  drawn,  and  marked  by  such 
tonal  acquisitions,  rather  than  the  conveniency  strong  and  penal  lines  of  distinction,  as  to 
of  the  situation)  chose  Bengal  for  the  resi-  keep  these  capacities  separate.  Where  le- 
dance  of  the  controuling  power,  and,  dissolv-  gislative,  and  merely  executive,  powers  were 
ing  the  presidency,  appointed  a  new  establish-  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  the  legislative, 
ment  upon  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  which  is  the  larger  and  the  more  ready  for  all 
which  had  prevailed  before ;  but  the  number  occasions,  was  constantly  resorted  to.  The 
was  smaller.  This  establishment  was  com-  govemour-general  and  council,  therefore,  im- 
posed of  a  govemour-general  and  four  coun-  mediately  gave  construction  to  their  ill-defin- 
■ellours,  all  named  in  the  act  of  parliament,  ed  authority,  which  rendered  it  perfectly 
They  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  five  years,  despotick ;  constructions,  which  if  they  were 
after  which  term  the  patronage  was  to  revert  allowed,  no  action  of  theirs  ought  to  be  re- 
to  the  court  of  directors.     In  the  mean  time,  garded  as  criminal. 

■uch  vacancies  as  should  happen  were  to  be  Armed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in 

filled  by  that  court,  with  the  concurrence  of  itself  so  ample,  and  by  abuse  so  capable  of  an 

the  crown.     The  first  govemour-general  and  unlimited  extent,  very  few,  and  these  very 

one  of  the  counsellours  had  been  old  servants  insufficient,  correctives  were  administered. 

to  the  company,  the  others  were  new  men.  Ample  salaries  were  provided  for  them,  which 

On  ihis  new  arrangement,  the  courts  of  indeed  removed  the    necessity,  but  by  no 

proprietors  and  directors  considered  the  details  means  th^  inducements,  to  corruption  and 

of  commerce  as  not  perfectly  consistent  with  oppressioif.    Nor  was  any  barrier  whatso- 

the  enlarged  sphere  of  duty  and  the  reduced  ever  opposed  on  the  part  of  the  natives  against 

number  of  the  council.     Therefore,  to  relieve  their  injustice;  except  the  supreme  court  of 

them  from  this  burthen,  they  instituted  a  new  judicature,  which  never  could  be  capable  of 

office,  called  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  sub-  controuUing  a  government  with  such  powers, 

ordinate  management   of  their  commercial  without  becommg  such  a  government  itself. 

eoDcems ;  and  appointed  eleven  of  their  senior  There  was  indeed  a  prohibition  against  all 

■ervants  to  fill  the  commission.  concerns  in  trade  to  the  whole  council,  and 

The  powers  given  by  the  act  to  the  new  against  all  taking  of  presents  by  any  in  au- 
govcmour-general  and  council  had  for  their 

direct  object  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  ♦  gee  the  secNC  CQmmitlee»s  reports  on  the 

dependencies.    Within  that  sphere  (and  it  is  Mahratta  war. 
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ibority.  A  right  of  proMciitiQii  in  the  Iring't  conquMt  had  overpowered  mnd  succeeded  to  a 
bench  wtu  alao  eetabluhed;  but  it  was  a  corrupt  govercment,  an  act (^indenmi^mi^ 
right,  the  exercise  of  which  is  difficult,  and  in  have  been  thought  advisable ;  perhaps  a  now 
many,  and  those  the  most  weighty,  cases  im-  account  ought  to  have  been  opened ;  all  re- 
practicable.  No  considerable  ftcilities  were  trospect  ought  to  have  been  forbidden,  at  least 
given  to  prosecutions  in  parliament ;  nothing  to  certain  periods.  II'  this  had  not  been 
Mras  done  to  prevent  complaint  from  being  far  thought  advisable,  none  in  the  higher  depart- 
iDon  dangerous  to  the  sufferer  than  injustice  ments  of  a  suspected  and  decried  government 
la  the  oppressour.  No  overt  acts  were  fixed,  ought  to  have  been  kept  in  their  posts,  until 
open  which  corruption  should  be  presumed,  an  examination  had  rendered  their  proceed- 
in  transactions,  of  which  secrecy  and  collusion  ings  clear,  or  until  length  of  time  had  oblite- 
fiirmed  the  very  basi« ;  no  rules  of  evidence,  rated,  by  an  even  course  of  irreproachable 
nor  authentic  mode  of  transmission,  were  set-  conduct,  the  errours,  which  so  naturally  grow 
tied  in  conibrmity  to  the  unalterable  circum-  out  of  a  new  power.  But  the  policy  adopted 
stances  of  tho  country  and  the  people.  v^as  different :  it  was  to  begin  with  txamplm. 

One  provision,  indeed,  was  made  for  re-  The  cry  against  the  abuses  was  strong  and 

straining  the  servants,  in  itself  very  wise  and  vehement  throughout  the  whole  nation,  and 

substantial ;    a  delinquent,  once  dismissed,  the  practice  of  presents  was  represented  to  be 

could  not  be  restored  but  by  the  votes  of  as  general  as  it  was  mischievous.    In  such 

three-fourths  of  the  directors  and  three-fourths  a  case,  indeed  in  any  case,  it  seemed  not  to 

of  the  proprietors:  this  was  well  aimed.  But  be  a  measure  the  roost  provident,  without  a 

no  method  was  settled  for  bringing  delin-  great  deal  of  previous  inquiry,  to  place  two 

quents  to  the  question  of  removal;  and  if  they  persons,  who  from  their  situation  must  be  the 

should  be  brought  to  it,  a  door  lay  wide  open  most  exposed  to  such  imputations,   in  the 

ibr  evasion  of  the  law,  and  for  a  return  into  commission,  which  was  to  inquire  into  their 

the  service,  in  defiance  of  its  plain  intention;  own  conduct ;  much  less  to  place  one  of  them 

that  is,  by  resigning,  to  avoid  removal ;  by  at  the  head  of  that  commission,  and  with  a 

which  measure  this  provision  of  the  act  has  casting  vote,  in  case  of  an  equality.     The 

proved  as  unoperative  as  all  the  rest.     By  persons,  who  could  not  be  liableto  that  charge, 

this  management,  a  mere  majority  may  bring  were  indeed  three  to  two ;  but  any  accidental 

in  the  greater  delinquent,  whilst  the  person,  difilerence  of  opinion,  the  death  of  any  one  of 

removed  for  offences  comparatively  trivial,  them,  or  his  occasional  ahsence  or  sickneas, 

may  remain  excluded  for  ever.  threw  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  the 

The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  was  other  two,  who  were  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

composed  of  two  totally  discordant  elements,  Barwell,  one  the  president,  and  the  other  high 

which    soon    distinguished    themselves  into  in  the  council  of  that  establishment,  on  which 

permanent  parties.     One  of  the  principal  in-  the  reform  was  to  operate.     Thus  those,  who 

stmctions,  which  the  three  members  of  the  were  liable  to  process  as  delinquents,  were  in 

council    sent    immediately    from    England,  effect,  set  over  the  reformers ;  and  that  did 

aamely,  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon-  actually  happen,  which  might  be  expected  to 

ton,  and  Mr.  Francis,  carried  out  with  them,  happen  from  so  preposterous  an  arrangement ; 

was,  to    "  eauM  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  h  stop  was  soon  put  to  all  inquiries  into  the 

made  into  all  oppremone  and  alnaes"  among  capital  abuses. 

which  the  praetiee  of  receiving  preeentM  from  Nor  was  the  great  political  end,  proposed 

Ae  nativ€»f  at  that  time  generally  charged  in  the  formation  of  a  superintending  council 

■poo  men  in  power,  was  principally  aimed  at.  over  all  the  presidencies,  better  answered  than 

Presents  to  any  considerable  value  were  thatofaninquiry  into  corruptions  and  abuses. 

JQitly  reputed  by  the  legislature  not  as  marks  The  several  presidencies  have  acted,  in  a 

of  attention  and  respect,  but  as  bribes  or  ex-  great  degree,  upon  their  own  separate  autho- 

tortioos ;  for  which  either  the  beneficial  and  rity,  and  as  little  of  unity,  concert,  or  regular 

gratuitous  duties  of  government  were  sold,  or  system  has  appeared  in  their  conduct,  as  was 

they  were  the  price  paid  for  acts  of  partiality ;  ever  known  before  this  institution.     India  is 

or  finally,  they  were  sums  of  money  extorted  indeed  so  vast  a  country,  and  the  settlements 

from  the  givers  by  the  terrours  of  power,  are  so  divided,  that  their  intercourse  with  ^tch 

Against  the  system  of  presents,  therefore,  the  other  is  liable  to  as  many  delays  and  difficul- 

new  commission  was,   in  general  opinion,  ties  as  the  intercourse  between  distant  and 

particularly  pointed.     In  the  commencement  separate  states.     But  one  evil  may  possibly 

of  reformation,  at  a  period  when  a  rapacious  have  arisen  from  an  attempt  to  produce  an 
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unioo,  whu:h,  thoagh  tmdoubtedly  to  be  aimed  materials  forjudging  en  the  behaviour  of  tha 

at,  is  opposed  in  some  degree  by  (he  unalter-  servants,  in  their  progress  from  the  lowest  to 

■Ue  nature  of  their  situation,  that  it  has  taught  the  highest  stations ;  and  the  whole  discipline 

the  servants  rather  to   look  to  a  superiour  oftheservice,  civil  and  military,  must  depend 

among  themselves  than  to  their  common  su-  up<m  an  examination  of  these  records  insepa- 

periours.     This  evil,  growing  out  of  the  abuse  rably  attending  every  application  for  an  ap- 

of  subordination,  can  only  be  corrected  by  a  pointment  to  the  highest  stations.     But  in  the 

▼cry  strict  enforcement  of  authority  over  that  present  state  of  the  nomination,  the  ministers 

part  of  the  chain  of  dependence,  which  is  next  of  the  crown  are  not  furnished  with  the  proper 

to  the  original  power.  means  of  exercising  the  power  of  controul  in- 

That  which  your  committee  considers  as  tended  by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scrupu- 

the  fifth  and  last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  lously  attentive  to  the  use  of  it.     There  are 

act,  and  as  the  binding  regulation  of  the  whole,  modes  of  proceeding  favourable  to  neglect. 

if  the  introduction  (then  for  the  first  time)  of  Others  excite  inquiry,  and  stimulate  to  vigi- 

the  ministers  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  of  lance. 

the  company.     The  state  claiming  a  concern  Your  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion, 

•nd  share  of  property  in  the  company's  profits,  for  the  future  prevention  of  cabal,  and  of  pri- 

the  servants  of  the  crown  were  presumed  the  vate  and  partiail  representation,  whether  above 

more  likely  to  preserve,  with  a  scrupulous  or  below,  that  whenever  any  person,  who  has 

attention,  the  sources  of  the  great  revenues  been  m  the  service,  shall  be  recommended  to 

which  they  were  to  administer,  and  for  the  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 

rise  and  fall  of  which  they  were  to  render  an  council  general,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of 

looount.  directors  shall  be  ordered  to  make  a  strict 

The  interference  of  government  was  intro-  search  into  the  records  of  the  company  ;  and 

duced  by  this  act  in  two  ways  ;  one  by  a  con-  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the  rea- 

trout,  in  effect  by  a  share,  in  the  appointment  sons  of  the  court  of  directors  for  their  choice, 

to  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council.     The  together  with  a  &ithful  copy  of  whatever  may 

act  provided  that  his  majesty's  approbation  be  found  (ifany  thing  can  be  found)  relative  to 

■hottld  be  had  to  the  persons  named  to  that  his  character  and  conduct ;  as  also  an  account 

duty.     Partaking  thus  in  the  patronage  of  the  of  his  standing  in  the  company's  service ;  the 

company,  administration  was  bound  to  an  time  of  his  abode  in  India;  the  reasons  fur  his 

attention  to  the  characters  and  capacities  of  return ;  and  the  stations,    whether   civil  or 

the  persons  employed  in  that  high  trust.  military,  in  which  he  has  been  successively 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  placed, 

way  of  inspection.     By  this  right  of  inspec-  With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted 

tion,  every  thing  in  the  company's  correspon-  the  names  of  those  who  were  proposed  as  can- 

dence  from  India,  which  related  to  the  civil  or  didates  for  the  same  office,  with  the  corres- 

military  affairs  and  government  of  the  com-  pondent  particulars  relative  to  their  conduct 

pany,  was  directed  by  the  act  to  be,  within  and  situation  ;  for  not  only  the  separate,  but 

fourteen  days  afler  the  receipt,  laid  before  the  the  comparative,  merit  probably  would,  and 

tecretary  of  state  ;  and  every  thing,  that  relat-  certainly  ought  to  have,  great  influence  in  the 

ed  to  the  management  of  the  revenues,  was  to  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  party  presented 

be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of  the  trea-  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown.     These  papers 

•ury.      In  fact,  both  descriptions  of  these  should  be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of 

papers  have  been  generally  communicated  to  the  treasury,  and  one  of  the  secretaries  ot 

that  board.  state,  and  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  in  the 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  treasury  and  the  secretary's  office, 

were  great  and  material  defects  in  both  parts  These  precautions,  in  case  of  the  noraina- 

of  the  plan.     With  regard  to  the  approbation  tion  of  any  who  have  served  the  company, 

of  persons  nominated  to  the  supreme  council  appear  to  be  necessary,  from  the  improper 

by  the  court  of  directors,  no  sufficient  means  *nomination  and  approbation    of  Mr.   John 

were  provided  for  carrying  to  his  majesty,  Macpherson,  notwithstanding  tlie  objections 

along  with  the  nomination,  the  particulars  in  which  stood  against  him  on  the  company's 

the  conduct  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  ser-  records.     The  choice  of  Mr.  John  Stables, 

▼ice  before,  which  might  render  them  proper  from  an  inferiour  military  to  the  highest  civil 

objects  of  approbation  or    rejection.      The  capacity,  was  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an 

India  House  possesses  an  office  of  record  encouraging  example  to  either  service.    His 

Citable  of  furnishing,  in  almost  all  cases,  conduct  indeed,  in  the    subaltern   militarv 
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ritnation,  bad  reeahred,  and  seems  to  have  every  rule,  seemed  to  .be  resolved  on  the  do- 
deserved,  oommeodation ;    but  no  sufficient  struction  of  tbose  privileges,  of  which  thej 
ground  was  fiimisbed  for    ctMiibanding  the  were   the   natural  guardians.      Every  new 
lines  and  gradations  of  service.    This  mea-  power  given  has  been  made  the  source  of  a 
sure  was,  however,  far  less  exceptionable  than  new  abuse ;  and  the  acts  of  parliament  theni> 
the  former ;  because,  an  irregular  choice  of  a  selves,  which  provide  but  imperfectly  for  the 
less  competent  person,  and  the  preference  prevention  of  Uie  mischief,  have,  it  is  to  be 
given  to  proved  delinquency  in  prejudice  to  feared,  made  provisions  (contrary,   without 
uneensured  service,  are  very  different  things,  doubt,  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,) 
But  even  this  latter  appointment  would  in  all  which  operate  against  the  possibility  of  amy 
likelihood  have  been  avoided,  if  rules  of  pro-  euro  in  the  ordinary  course, 
motion  had  been  established.     If  such  rules        In  the  original  institution  of  the  supremt 
were  settled,  candidates  qualified  from  ability,  council,  reasons  may  have  existed  against 
knowledge,  and  service,  would  not  be  dis-  rendering  the  tenure  of  the  counsellours  in 
oouraged,  by  finding  that  every  thing  was  opm  their  office  precarious.     A  plan  of  reibrm 
to  every  man ;  and  that  favour  alone  did  not  might  have  required  the  permanence  of  the 
stand  in  the  place  of  civil  or  military  expe-  persons,  who  were  just  appointed  by  parlia- 
rience.     The  elevation  from  the  lowest  sta^  ment,  to  execute  it ;  but  the  act  of  one  thou- 
tions  unfaithfully  and  negligently  filled  to  the  sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  gave  a  dura* 
highest  trusts,  the  total  inattention  to  rank  tion  co-existent  with  the  statute  itself  to  a 
and  seniority,  and  much  more  the  combina-  council  not  appointed  by  act  of  parliament, 
tion  of  this  neglect  of  rank  with  a  confusion  nor  chosen  for  any  temporary  or  special  pur- 
( unaccompanied  with  strong  and  evident  rea-  pose.    By  which  means,  the  servants  in  the 
sons)  of  the  lines  of  service,  cannot  operate  highest  situation,  let  their  conduct  be  never 
as  useful  examples  on  those  who  serve  the  ^o  grossly  criminal,  cannot  be  removed,  un- 
publick  in  India.     These  servants,  beholding  less  the  court  of  directors  and  minisU^rs  of  the 
men,  who  have    been    condemned  for    im-  crown  can  be  found  to  concur  in  the  same 
proper  behaviour  to  the  company  in  inferiour  opinion  of  it.     The  prevalence  of  the  Indian 
civil  stations,  elevated  above  them,  or  (what  factions  in  the  court  of  directors  and  court  of 
is  less  blamcable,  but  still  mischievous)  per-  proprietors,  and  sometimes  in  the  state  itself, 
sons  without  any  distinguished  civil  talents,  renders  tliis  agreement  extremely  difficult :  if 
taken  from  the  subordinate  situations  of  an-  the  principal  members  of  the  direction  should 
other  line,  to  their  prejudice,  will  despair,  by  be  in  a  conspiracy  with  any  principal  servant 
any  f^ood  behaviour,  of  ascending  to  the  dig-  under  censure,  it  will  be  impracticable,  be- 
nities  of  their  own  ;  they  will  be  led  to  im-  cause  the  first  act  must  originate  there.     The 
prove  to  the  utmost  advantage  of  their  fortune  reduced  state  of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom 
the  lower  stages  of  power,  and  will  endeavour  in  Bengal,  may  be  traced,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  make  up  in  lucre  what  they  can  never  hope  to  that  very  natural  source  of  independence, 
to  acquire  in  station.  In  many  cases,  the  instant  removal  of  an  of^ 

The  temporary  appointment  by  parliament,  fender  from  his  power  of  doing  mischief,  is 

of  the  supreme  council  of  India,  arose  from  an  the  only  mode  of  preventing  the  utter,  and 

opinion,  that  the  company,  at  that  time  at  perhaps,  irretrievable  ruin  of  publick  affairs. 

Irast,  was  not  in  a  condition,  or  not  disposed  In  such  a  case,  the  process  ought  to  be  sim- 

to  a  proper  exercise  of  the  privileges  which  ple,  and  the  power  absolute  in  one,  or  in  either 

th<>T  held  under  their  charter.     It  therefore  hand  separately.     By  contriving  the  balance 

tx^hoved  the  directors  to  be  particularly  atten-  of  interests  formed  in  the  act,  notorious  of^ 

tire  to  their  choice  ofcounscllours,  on  the  expi-  fence,  gross  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency, 

ration  of  the  period  during  which  their  patron-  have  many  chances  of  retaining  and  abusing 

ape  had  been  suspended.     The  duties  of  the  authority,  whilst  the  variety  of  rcpresenta- 

supreme  council  had  been  reputed  of  so  ardu-  tions,  hearings,  and  conferences,  and  possibly 

oos  a  nature,  as  to  require  legislative  interpo-  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  between 

sition.     They  were  called  upon,  by  all  possi-  rival  powers,  may  prevent  any  decision  ;  and 

ble  care  and  impartiality,  to  justify  parlia-  at  length  give  time  and  means  for  settlements 

ment,  at  least  as  fully  in  the  restoration  of  and  compromises  among  parties,  made  at  the 

their  privil^es,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  expense  of  justice  and  true  policy.     But  this 

time  nad  done  in  their  suspension.  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

But  interests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  not  properly  distinouishing  judicial  process 

«^ourt  of  directors,  which)  Vj  the  violatioo  of  from  ciecutivo  arrangements,  requires,  U 
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aflbct,  nearly  the  same  degree  of  solemnity,  greatest  tbat  can  be   reposed  ia  sid>ject8) 

delay  and  detail  for  remoTing  a  political  in-  when  made  oat  of  any  regular  course  of  8nc« 

convenience,  which  attends  a  crimiDal  pro-  cession,  marks  that  degree  of  countenance  and 

ceeding  for  the  punishment  of  ofieoces.    It  support  at  home,  which  may  orershadow  the 

goes  further,  and  gives  the  same  tenure  to  all  existing  government.    That  government  may 

who  shall  succeed  to  vacancies,  which  was  thereby  be  disturbed  by  factions,  and  led  to 

given  to  those  whom  the  act  found  in  office.  corrupt  and  dangerous  compliances.    At  best, 

Another  regulation  was  made  in  the  act,  when  these  counsellours-elect  are  engaged  in 

which  has  a  tendency  to  render  the  controul  no  fixed  employment,  and  have  no  lawful  in- 

of  delinquency,  or  the  removal  of  incapacity,  termediate  emolument,  the  natural  impatience 

in  the  council  general,  extremely  difficult  as  for  their  situations  may  bring  on  a  traffick  for 

well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into  resignations  boti^een  them  amd  the  persons  in 

the  original  appointment  of  counsellours.  The  possession,  very  unfavourable  to  the  interests 

inconveniences  of  a  vacancy  in  that  import  of  the  publick,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  situa- 

tant  office,  at  a  great  distance  from  the  autho-  tions. 

rity  that  is  to  fill  it,  were  visible  ;  but  your  Since  the  act,  two  persons  have  been  no- 

committoe  have  doubts  whether  they  balance  minated  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  by  the 

the  mischief,  which  may  arise  fi*om  the  power  court  of  directors,  for  this  succession.  Neither 

given  in  this  act,  of  a  provisional  appoint-  has  yet  been  approved.    But  by  the  descrip- 

ment  to  vacancies,  not  on  the  event,  but  on  tion  of  the  persons,  a   judgment  may  be 

foresight.     This  mode  of  providing  for  the  formed  of  the  principle  on  which  this  power 

■uocession  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  is  likely  to  be  exercised, 

and  to  prevent  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  Your  committee  find,  that  in  consequence 

of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.    An  attempt  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  the  Honourable 

has  been  actually  made  in  consequence  of  this  Charles  Stuart  and  Mr.  Sulivan,  were  ap- 

power,  in  a  very  marked  manner,  to  confound  pointed  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  the 

the  whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  com-  supreme  council.    Mr.  Stuart's  first  appoint- 

pany's  service.    Means  are  furnished  there-  ment  in  the  company's  service  was  in  the  year 

by  n>r  perpetuating  the  powers  of  some  given  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

court  of  directors.     They  may  forestal  the  He  returned  to  England  in  1775,  and  was  per- 

patronago  of  their  successours;   on  whom  mitted  to  go  back  to  India  in  1780.     In  Au- 

thsy  entail  a  line  of  supreme  counsellours  gust,  1781,  he  was  nominated  by  the  court 

and  govemours-general.    And  if  the  exercise  of  directors  (Mr.  Sulivan  and  Sir  William 

of  this  power  should  happen  in  its  outset  to  James  wo-e  chairman  and  deputy  chairman) 

fidl  into  bad  hands,  the  ordinary  chances  for  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancy  in  the  supreme 

mending  an  ill  choice  upon  death  or  resigna-  council,  and  on  the  I9th  of  September  foUow- 

tion  are  cut  off.  ing,  his  majesty's  approval  of  such  nomination 

In  these  provisional  arrangements,  it  is  to  was  requested. 

be  considered,  that  the  appointment  is  not  in  In  the  noromation  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  cchi- 

oonsequence  of  any  marked  event,  which  calls  sideration  of  rank  in  the  service  was  not  neg- 

■trongly  on  the  attention  of  the  publick ;  but  lected ;   but  if  the  court  of  directors  had 

's  made  at  the  discretion  of  those  who  lead  in  thought  fit  to  examine  their  records,  they 

he  court  of  directors;  and  they  may  therefore  would  have  found  matter  at  least  strongly 

w  brought  forward  at  times  the  most  favour-  urging  them  to  a  suspension  of  this  appoint- 

able  to  the  view6  of  partiality  and  corruption,  ment,  until  the  charges  against  Mr.  Stuart 

Candidates  have  not,  therefore,  the  notice  that  should  be  fully  cleared  up.     That  matter  re- 

liMiy  be  necessary  for  their  claims ;  and  as  the  mained  (as  it  still  remains)  unexplained  from 

possession  of  the  office,  to  which  the  survi-  the  month  of  May,  1775,  where,  on  the  Ben- 

Tors  are  to  succeed,  seems  remote,  all  inquiry  gal  revenue  consultations  of  the  12th  of  that 

into  the  qualifications  and  character  of  those  month,  peculations  to  a  large  amount  are 

who  are  to  fill  it  will  naturally  be  dull  and  charged  upon  oath  against  Mr.  Stuart,  under 

languid.  ^^  following  title  :  "  The  particulan  of  the 

Your  committee  are  not  also  without  a  money  unjvady  taken  by  Mr.  Stuart^  during 

grounded  apprehension  of  the  ill  effect,  on  the  time  he  wca  at  Burdwan.^*    The  sum 

•ny  existing  council  general,  of  all  strong  charged  against  him  in  this  account,  is  2,17,- 

marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  684  sicca  rupees,  (that  is,  25,25S  pounds  ster- 

fal  the  subordinates  of  Bengal.    This  previous  ling  :)  beside  which,  there  is  another  account, 

designation  to  a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  with  the  following  title :  <'  The  pwrtiaUan  of 
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tne  money  vn/iuKty  taken  by  CaUyptnaud  passing  oftbe  regulation  act  in  1778,  seniority 
Boacy  Banyan  to  the  Honourable  Chccrhe  entitled  them  to  succeed  to  the  couneUf  and 
Stuart,  Sajuirtf  at  Burdtoon,  and  amounting  finally,  gave  them  pretensions  to  the  govern' 
to  ticca  rupeea  1,01,675,"  (that  is,  11,785  ment  of  the  presidency. 
pounds)^^  large  turn  to  be  received  by  a  per-  The  above  gradation  of  the  service,  your 
son  in  that  subordinate  situation.  committee  conceive,  ought  never  to  be  super* 
The  minuteness  with  which  these  ac-  seded  by  the  court  of  directors,  without  evi- 
counts  appear  to  have  been  kept,  and  the  pre-  dent  reason,  in  persons  or  circumstances,  to 
cbion  with  which  the  date  of  each  particular,  justify  the  breach  of  an  anticnt  order.  The 
sometimes  of  very  small  sums,  is  stated,  give  names,  whether  taken  from  civil  or  commer- 
tbem  the  appe^ance  of  authenticity,  as  far  as  cial  gradation,  are  of  no  moment.  The  order 
it  can  be  conveyed  on  the  face,  or  in  the  con-  itself  is  wisely  established,  and  tends  to  pro* 
<truction  of  such  accounts  ;  and  if  they  were  Tide  a  natural  guard  against  partiality,  pro- 
forgeries,  laid  them  open  to  an  easy  detection,  cipitancy,  and  corruption  in  patronage.  I 
But  no  detection  is  easy  when  no  inquiry  is  affords  means  and  opportunities  for  an  ezami- 
made.  It  appears  an  offence  of  the  highest  nation  into  character ;  and  among  the  servants 
order  in  the  directors  concerned  m  this  busi-  it  secure  a  strong  motive  to  preserve  a  fkir 
oess,  when  not  satisfied  with  leaving  such  reputation.  Your  committee  find,  that  no  re« 
charges  so  long  unexamined,  they  should  ven-  spect  whatsoever  was  paid  to  this  gradation  in 
tore  to  present  to  the  king's  servants,  the  ob-  instance  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  nor  is  there  any  rea/> 
ject  of  them  for  the  highest  trust,  which  they  son  assigned  for  departing  firom  it.  They  do 
have  to  bestow.  If  Mr.  Stuart  was  really  not  find  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  ever  served  the 
guilty,  the  possession  of  this  post  miut  furnish  company  in  any  one  of  the  above  capacities, 
him,  not  only  with  the  means  of  renewing  the  but  was,  in  the  year  1777,  abruptly  brought 
^>rtaer  evil  practises  charged  upon  him,  and  of  into  the  service,  and  sent  to  Maidras  to  suo- 
ezecuting  them  upon  a  still  larger  scale;  but  ceed  as  Persian  translator  and  secretary  to' 
of  oppressing  those  unhappy  persons,  who,  the  council. 

under  the  supposed  protection  of  the  faith  of  Your  committee  have  found  a  letter  fi-om 

the  company,  had  appeared  to  give  evidence  Mr.  Sulivan  to  George  Wombwell  and  Wit 

cooceming  his  former  misdemeanours.  Ham  Devajmes,  Esquires,  chairman  and  do- 

Thb  attempt  in  the  directors  was  the  more  pnty  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  stat- 

snrpriaing,  when  it  is  considered,  that  two  ing,  that  he  trusted  AtsofSp/ieaft'otu  would  have 

committees  of  this  house  were,  at  that  very  &  place  in  their  deliberations  when  Madras 

time,  sitting  upon  an  inquiry,  that  related  affairs  were  taken  up.    Of  what  nature  those 

directly  to  their  conduct,  and  that  of  their  ser-  applications  were,  your  committee  cannot  dis- 

vants  in  India.  cover,  as  no  traces  of  them  appear  on  the  coat' 

It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  defiance  of  par-  pany*s  records ;  nor  whether  any  proofii  of  his 

liameot,  that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  ability,  even  as  Persian  translator  exist,  which 

Mr.  Sulivan,  son  to  the  then  chairman  of  the  might  entitle  him  to  a  preference  to  the  many 

court  of  directors,  to  the  succession  to  the  servants  in  India,  whose  study  and  opportu- 

lame  high  trust  in  India.     On  these  appoint-  nities  afforded  them  the  means  of  becoming 

ments  your  committee  thought  it  proper  to  perfect  masters  of  that  language, 

make  those  inquiries  which  tiM  court  of  dire^  On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find, 

tors  thought  proper  to  omit.    They  first  con-  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  proceed- 

enved  it  fitting  to  inquire  what  rank  Mr.  ed ;  and,  on  their  recommendation,  the  court 

SoUvan  bore  in  the  service ;  and  they  thought  of  directors  unanimously  approved  of  Mr. 

it  not  unnecessary  here  to  state  the  gradations  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  posts 

ia  the  s^vke,  according  to  the  established  of  secretary  and  Persian  translator, 

usage  ofthe  company.  Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr. 

The  company's  civil  servants  generally  go  Sulivan  succeeded  to  those  posts ;  and  the 

to  India  as  toritert ;  in  which  capacity  they  president  and  council  acquainted  the  court  of 

serve  the  company /o«  years.    The  next  step  directors,  that  they  had  been  obeyed.    Aboot 

in  point  of  rank  is  to  be  a  fadory  and  next  to  fi^e  months  after,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sulivan 

that,  a  junior  merchant;  in  each  of  which  cap*-  thought  fit  to  resign  the  office  of  Persian  traai. 

Mcities  they  serve  the  company  three  yean,  lator,  to  which  he  htA  been  appointed  by  the 

They  then  rise  to  the  rank  of  fentor  mere^um/,  directors.    In  April,  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan  ia 

b  wlucfa  situation  they  remain  till  called  by  commended  for  his  great  diUgtnce  at  teereta- 

*oCation  to  thn  board  of  trade.    Until  the  ry  ,*  in  August  following  he  obtaint  leave  to 
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•ocompany  Mrs.  Sulivan  to  Bengal,  whence  van  had  been  appointed  judge  advocate^ene- 
■be  is  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of  her  ral  in  Bengal ;  and  to  request  the  govemour- 
health ;  and  he  is  charged  with  a  commission  general  and  council  to  inform  Mr.  Suhvan  of 
from  the  president  and  council  of  Fort  Saint-  their  sentiments,  and  to  desire  him  to  inform 
George,  to  obtain  for  that  settlement  supplies  them,  whether  he  meant  to  return  to  his  sta 
of  grain,  troops,  and  money,  from  the  govcr-  tion,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal." 
nour-general  and  council  of  Bengal.  In  Oc-  On  the  5th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their 
tober  the  govemour-general  requests  perm  is-  approbation  of  Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  so 
■ion  of  the  council  there  to  employ  Mr.  Suli-  plainly  contradicted  their  opinion  of  Mr. 
van  as  his  auutant,  for  that  he  had  cxperienc-  Sulivan,  the  president  and  council  agree  to 
•d  (between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  appoint  him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of 
time)  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  and  made  appeals  till  Mr.  Sulivan's  answer  should  ar^ 
<:hoice  of  him  as  completely  qual\fiedfor  that  rive,  with  the  emoluments,  and  to  confirm  him 
tnM ;  also  requests  the  board  to  appoint  him  therein,  if  Mr.  Sulivan  should  remain  in  Ben- 
judge  advocate-general ;  and  likewise  to  apply  gal. 

to  the  presidency  of  Madras,  for  him  to  re-  On  the  14th  February,  1781,  the  president 

floain  in  Bengal  without  prejudice  toliis  rank  and  council  received  a  letter  from  Bengal  in 

on  their  establishment ;  which  several  requests  reply,  and  stating  their  request  that  Mr.  Suli- 

the  board  at  Madras  readily  complied  with,  van  might  reserve  the  right  of  returning  to  his 

notwithstanding   their  natural  sensibility  to  original  situation  on  the  Madras  establish- 

the  loss  of  a  secretary  of  such  ability  and  dili-  mcnt,  if  the  court  of  directors  should  disap- 

gence  as  they  Iiad  described  Mr.  Sulivan  to  be.  prove  of  his  being  transferred  to  Bengal. 

On  the  5th  of  December  following,  the  presi-  To  this  request  the  board  at  Madras  dccUre 

lent  and  council  received  a  letter  from  Ben-  they  have  no  objection  :  and  here  the  matter 

gal,  requesting  that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  al-  rests  ;  the  court  of  directors  not  having  given 

lowed  to  keep  his  rank.    This  request  brought  viy  tokens  of  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 

on  some  discussion.     A    Mr.  Freeman,  it  the  transaction. 

■eems,  who  had  acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as  Such  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Sulivan's  service 

■ub-secretary,  whilst  his  principal  obtained  so  from  the  time  of  his  appointment .  such  were 

much  praise  for  his  diligence,  addressed  the  the  qualifications,  and  such  the  proofs  of  assi- 

board  on  the  same  day,  and  observed,  "That  duity  and  diligence  given  by  him,  ic  holding 

since  Mr.  Sulivan*s  arrival,  he,  [Mr.  Free-  bo  many  incompatible  offices  (as  well  as  being 

man]  had  vnlhout  intermimonf  done  almost  engaged  in  other  dealings,  which  will  appear 

the  whole  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  of  in  their  place)  when,  after  three  years'  desul- 

McretarV)  which  it  teas  notorioua  Mr.  Sullivan  tory  residence  in  India,  he  was  thought  wor- 

hadpaid  but  little  attention  to ,'  and  neither  his  thy  to  be  nominated  to  the  succession  to  the 

inclination  nor  duty  led  him  to  act  any  longer  supreme  council.     No  proof  whatsoever   of 

as  Mr.  Suli  van's  deputy."  distinguished  capacity  in  any  line  preceded  his 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remark-  original  appointment  to  the  service  ;  so  that 

ing  the  direct  contradiction,  which  this  address  the  whole  of  his  fitness  for  the  supreme  coun- 

of  Mr.  Freeman's  gives  to  the  letter  fi-om  the  cil  rested  upon  his  conduct  and  character  since 

president  and  council  to  the  court  of  directors  his  appointment  as  Persian  translator. 

in  April,  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is  prais-  Tour  committee  find  that  his  majesty  has 

ed  for  his  "  diligence  and  attention  in  his  of-  not  yet  given  his  approbation  to  the  nomina- 

fice  of  secretary."  tion,  made  by  the  court  of  directors  on  the  30th 

The  president  and  council  do  not  show  any  of  August,  1781 ,  of  Mcssra.  Stuart  and  Suli- 

displeasure  at  Mr.  Freeman's  representation  van  to  succeed  to  the  supreme  council  on  the 

(so  contrary  to  their  own,)tho  truth  of  which  first  vacancies,  though  the  court  applied  for 

they  thus  tacitly  admit,  but  agree  to  write  to  the  royal  approbation  so  long  ago  as  the  19th 

the  govemour-general  and  council,  "  That  it  of  September,  1781 ;  and  in  these  instances 

ooold  not  be  supposed  that  they  could  carry  the  king's  ministers  performed  their  duty,  in 

<m  the  publick  business  for  any  length  of  time  withhokiing  their  countenance  from  a  proceod* 

without  the  eerviceM  of  a  tecretary  and  clerk  ing  so  exceptionable,  and  of  so  dangerous  an 

of  appeals,  two  offices  that  required  personal  example. 

Attendance,  and  which  would  be  a  general  in-  Tour  committee,  from  a  full  view  of  the  sit 

'ury  to  the  servants  on  their  establbhment,  uation  and  duties  of  the  court  of  directors, 

•nd  in  particular  to  the  persons  who  acted  in  are  of  opinion,  that  effectual  means  ought  to 

Jhoie  capacities,  as  they  learnt  that  Mr.  Suli-  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  cou^,  in  such 
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a  nuimer  m  to  prereot  either  riralthip  with,  tinned  tor  the  greater  part  of  that  time  ;  the 

or  subsenricQCj  to,  their  senrants.    It  might  contests  between  the  civil  and  judicial  pc  wen 

therefore  be  proper  (or  the  house  to  consider,  threatened  that  issue  ^  to  which  they  came  at 

whether  it  is  fit  that  those  who  are,  or  have  last,  an  armed  resist!  nee  to  the  authoti^  ol 

been  within  some  given  time,  directors  of  the  the  king's  court  of  justice ;  the  orders,  whidi 

company,  should  be  ci4>able  of  an  appointment  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  servants  were 

to  any  offices  in  India.    Directors  can  never  bound  to  obey,  were  avowedly,  and  on  prin- 

properly  govern  those  for  whose  employments  ciple,  contemned ;  until  at  length  the  fatal  tf' 

they  are  or  may  be  themselves  candidates ;  fects  of  accumulated  misdemeanours  abroad 

they  can  neither  protect  nor  coerce  them  with  and  neglects  at  home  broke  out  in  the  alam^ 

^ae  impartiality  or  due  authority.  ing  manner  which  your  committee  have  so 

If  such  rules  as  are  stated  by  your  com-  fully  reported  to  this  house, 
mittee  under  this  head  were  observed  in  the  In  all  this  time  the  true  state  of  the  several 
regular  service  at  home  and  abroad,  the  neces-  presidencies,  and  the  real  conduct  of  the  Bri* 
sity  of  superseding  the  regular  service  by  tish  government  towards  the  natives,  was  not 
strangers  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  at  all  known  to  parliament ;  it  seems  to  have 
the  servants  were  so  superseded,  those  who  been  very  impeiifectly  known,  even  to  minis- 
put  forward  other  candidates,  would  be  obli^  ters.  Indeed  it  required  an  unbroken  atten- 
ed  to  produce  a  strong  plea  of  merit  and  abili-  tion,  and  much  comparison  of  facts  and  reap 
ty,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  mankind,  ought  sonings,  to  form  a  true  judgment  on  that  diffi- 
Xo  overpower  pretensions  so  authentically  cult  and  complicated  "^vstem  of  politics,  reve- 
cstablished,  and  so  rigorously  guarded  from  nue,  and  commerce,  wnitsv.  affairs  were  only 
■bone.  in  their  progress  to  that  state  which  produced 

The  second  object  in  this  part  of  the  plan  the  present  inquiries.  Therefore,  whilst  the 
of  the  act  of  177S,  namely,  that  of  inspection  causes  of  their  ruin  were  in  the  height  of  their 
by  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  appears  not  to  operation,  both  the  company  and  the  natives 
lave  been  provided  for,  so  as  to  draw  the  time-  were  understood  by  the  publick  as  in  circQm- 
ly  and  productive  attention  of  the  state  on  the  stances  the  most  assured  and  most  flourishing, 
grievances  of  the  people  of  India,  and  on  the  Insomuch  that  whenever  the  aflTairs  of  India 
abmes  of  its  government.  By  the  regulating  were  brought  before  parliament,  as  they  were 
•ct,  the  ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  one  two  or  thr^  times  during  that  period,  the  only 
part  of  the  correspondence,  that  which  was  subject-matter  of  discussion,  anywise  import 
received  in  EngUuxl ;  but  not  which  went  out-  tant,  was  concerning  the  sums  which  might 
ward.  They  might  know  something,  but  that  be  taken  out  of  the  company's  surplus  profits 
very  imperfectly  and  unsystematically,  of  the  for  the  advantage  of  the  state.  Little  was 
state  of  aflkirs  ;  but  they  were  neither  author-  thought  of  but  the  disengagement  of  the  com- 
.  ized  to  advance  nor  to  retard  any  measure  ta-  peny  from  their  debts  in  England,  and  to  pre- 
ken  by  the  directors,  in  consequence  of  that  vent  the  servants  abroad  fixim  drawing  upon 
state  :  they  were  not  provided  even  with  su&  them,  so  as  that  body  might  be  enabled,  witb- 
fideot  means  of  knowing  what  any  of  these  out  exciting  clamours  here,  to  afford  the  con- 
■easoies  were.  And  this  imperfisct  informa-  tribution  that  was  demanded.  All  descrip- 
tion, together  with  the  want  of  a  direct  call  to  tions  of  persons,  either  here  or  in  India,  look- 
aay  specific  duty,  misht  have  in  some  degree  ing  solely  to  appearances  at  home,  the  repu- 
oocasiooed  that  remissness  which  rendered  tation  of  the  directors  depended  on  the  keeping 
even  the  iroperfoct  powers  originally  given  by  the  company's  sales  in  a  situation  to  support 
the  act  of  1 778  the  less  efficient.  This  defect  the  dividend ;  that  of  the  ministers  depended  on 
was  in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a  subse-  the  most  lucrative  bargains  for  the  exchequer ; 
qncat  act :  but  that  act  was  not  passed  tmtil  and  that  of  the  servants  abroad  on  the  largest 
d»e  year  1780.  investments ;  until  at  length  there  is  great  rea- 

Toor  committee  find,  that  during  the  whole  son  to  apprehend,  that,  unless  some  very  sub* 

period  which  elapsed  from  1773  to  the  com-  stantial  reform  takes  place  in  the  management 

WKaetment  of  178t,  disorders  and  abuses  of  of  the  company's  aflkirs,  nothing  will  be  leA 

•very  kind  multiplied.    Wars,  contrary   to  for  investment,  for  dividend,  or  for  bargain 

policy,  and    contrary  to  public  faith,  were  and  India,  instead  of  a  resource  to  the  publick 

carrying  on  in  various  parts  of  India.     The  may  itself  come,  in  no  great  length  of  time 

allies,  dependents,  and  subjects  of  the  compa-  to  be  reckoned  amongst  the  publick  burtheoa 
■y  were  every  vrbsre  oppressed ;  dissensions         In  this  manner,  the  inspection  of  the  minia 

ia  the  supieMie  oooaeii  prerailed,  and  ood-  t«rs  of  the  crown,  the  great  oeansatiBf  rags 
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Ution  (/  the  whole  act  of  1773,  haa,  along  revenuea  by  the  Eaat-India  company,   tbo 

with   all  the  others,   entirely  failed  in  its  trade  with  India  was  carried  on  upon  the  com- 

effects.  mon  principles  of  commerce,  namely,  by  send- 

Toor  committee,  in  obserying  on  the  failure  ing  out  such  commodities  as  found  a  demand 

of  this  act,  do  not  consider  the  intrinsick  de-  .  in  the  India  market,  and  where  that  demand 

fects  or  mistakes  in  the  law  itself  as  the  sole  was  not  adequate  to  the  reciprocal  call  of  the 

cause  of  its  miscarriage.     The  general  policy  European  market  for  Indian  goods,  by  a  large 

of  the  nation  with  regard  to  this  object  has  annual  exportation  of  treasure,  chiefly  in  sil- 

been,  they  conceive,  erroneous  ;  andnorem&-  ver.  In  some  years  that  export  has  been  aa 

dy  by  laws  under  the  prevalence  of  that  policy  high  as  six  hundred   and  eighty  thous&iid 

can  be  effectual.     Before  any  remedial  law  pounds  sterling.  The  other  European  compa* 

can  have  its  just  operation,  the  affairs  of  In-  nies,  trading  to  India,  traded  thither  on   the 

dia  must  be  restored  to  their  natural  order,  same  footing.     Their  export  of  bullion  was 

The  prosperity  of  the  natives  must  be  previ-  probably  larger  in  proportion  to  the  total  d( 

oosly  secured  before  any  profit  firom  them  their  commerce ;   as   their  commerce   itself 

whaUoever  is  attempted.     For  as  long  as  a  bore  a  much  larger  proportion  to  the  British 

system  prevails,  which  regards  the  transmis-  than  it  does  at  this  time,  or  has  done  for  many 

sion  of  great  wealth  to  this  country,  either  for  years  past.     But  stating  it  to  be  equal  to  the 

the  company  or  the  state,  as  its  principal  end,  British,  the  whole  of  the  silver  sent  annually 

so  long  will  it  be  impossible  that  those  who  from  Europe  into  Hindostan  could  not  fiUl 

are  the  instruments  of  that  scheme,  should  very  short  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  thou- 

not  be  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their  sand  pounds  a  year.     This  influx  of  money, 

own   private  purposes.     It  will  be  worse :  poured  into  India  by  an  emulation  of  all  the 

they  will  support  the  injuries  done  to  the  na-  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  encouraged 

tives  for  their  selfish  emls,  by  new  injuries  industry,  and  promoted  cultivation  in  a  high 

done  in  favour  of  those  before  whom  they  are  degree  ;   notwithstanding  the  frequent  wars 

to  account.     It  is  not  reasonably  to  be  expect-  with  which  that  country  was  harassed,  and  the 

ed,  that  a  publick,  rapacious  and  improvident,  vices  which  existed  in  its  internal  government, 

should  be  served  by  any  of  its  subordinates  On  the  other  band,  the  export  of  so  much  sil- 

with  disinterestedness  or  foresight.  ver  was  sometimes  a  subject  of  grudging  and 

uneasiness  in  Europe ;  and  a  commerce  car^ 

fi. — coxNccTiox  or  ORKAT  BRITAI9  riod  on  through  such  a  medium,  to  many  ap- 

wiTH  INDIA.  peered  in  speculation  of  doubtful  advanta^. 

But  the  practical  demands  of  commerce  bore 

In  order  to  open  more  fully  the  tendency  of  down  those  speculative  objections.  The 
the  policy  whidi  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  East^India  commodities  were  so  essential  for 
that  the  house  may  be  enabled,  in  any  regu-  animating  all  other  branches  of  trade,  and  for 
lations  which  may  be  made,  to  follow  the  completing  the  commercial  circles,  that  all 
tracks  of  the  abuse,  and  to  ^ply  an  appro-  nations  contended  for  it  with  the  greatest  avi- 
priated  remedy  to  a  particular  distemper,  dity.  The  English  company  flourished  under 
your  committee  think  it  expedent  to  consider,  this  exportation  for  a  very  long  series  of 
in  some  detail,  the  manner  in  which  India  is  years.  The  nation  was  consideradbly  benefit- 
connected  with  this  kingdom ;  which  is  the  ted  both  in  trade  and  in  revenue ;  and  the  divi- 
iecond  head  of  their  plan.  dends  of  the  proprietors  were  often  high,  and 

The  two  great  linkJs  by  which  this  conneo-  always  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the 

tion  is  maintained,  are,  first,  the  East-India  company's  stock  in  heart  acid  vigour, 

company's  commerce ;  and  next,  the  govern-  But  at,  or  very  soon  after  the  acquisition  of 

ment  set  over  the  natives  by  that  company,  the  territorial  revenues  to  the  English  com- 

and  by  the  crown.     The  first  of  these  prin-  pany,  the  period  of  which  may  be  reckoned  as 

ciples  of  connections  namely,  the  East-India  completed  about  the  year  1765,  a  very  great 

company's  trade,  is  to  be  first  considered,  not  revolution  took  place  in  commerce  as  well 

only  as  it  operates  by  itself,  but  as  having  a  as  in  dominion ;  and  it  was  a  revolution  which 

fsowerfU  influence  over  the  general  policy  and  affected  the  trade  of  Hindostan  with  all  other 

the  particular  measures  of  ths  company's  gov-  European  nations,  as  well  as  with  that  in 

emment.    Tour  committee  apprehend  that  whose  favour  and  by  whose  power  it  was  ac» 

the  present  state,  nature,  and  tendency  of  this  complished.    From  that  time  bullion  was  no 

timde  are  not  generally  understood.  l<mger    regularly  exported  by  the  English 

Until  the  acquisition  of  great  territorial  East-India  company  to  Bengal,  or  any  pwt 
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«^  Hindostan ;  and  it  w«8  looa  exported  in  hundred  thousand  were  given  to  the  state ; 

fluich  smaller  (piantitiea   by  any  other  na-  which,  added  to  the  old  divideod,  brought  a 

tioo.    A  new  wiiy  of  supplying  the  market  constant  charge  upon  the  mixt  interest  of  In- 

of  Europei  by  meaiis  of  the  British  power  and  dian  trade  and  revenue  of  eight  hundred  thou* 

influence,  was  invested ;  a  species  of  trade  (if  sand  pounds  a  year ;  this  was  to  be  provided 

such  it  may  be  called)  by  which  it  is  absolute-  for  at  all  events. 

ly  impoesible  that  India  should  not  be  radical-  By  that  vast  demand  on  the  territorial  fund, 

\y  and  irrotricvably  ruined,  although  our  pos-  the  correctives  and  qualifications  which  might 

sessions  there  were  to  be  ordered  and  govern-  have  been  gradually  applied  to  the  abuses  in 

ed  upon  principles  diametrically  opposite  to  Indian  commerce  tjad  government,  were  ren- 

those  which  now  prevail  in  the  system  and  dered  extremely  difficult, 

practice  of  the  British  company's  adminis-  The  practice  of  an  investment  from  the  re- 

iratioo.  venue  began  in  the  year  1776,  before  arrange- 

A  ct#tain  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Ben-  ments  were  made  for  securing  and  appropria- 
gal  has  been  for  many  years  set  apart  to  be  tmg  an  assured  fund  for  that  purpose  in  the  trea- 
eoiployed  in  the  purchase  of  goods  for  expor-  sury,  and  for  diffusing  it  from  thence  upon  the 
tatioo  to  England,  and  this  is  called  the  in-  manufactures  of  the  country  in  a  just  propor- 
vtMmemt.  The  greatness  of  this  investment  tion,  and  in  the  proper  season.  There  was, 
bas  been  tlM  standard  by  which  the  merit  of  indeed,  for  a  short  time,  a  surplus  of  cash  in 
the  company's  principal  servants  has  been  too  the  treasury.  It  was  in  some  shape  to  be 
gcoerally  estimated ;  and  this  main  cause  of  sent  home  to  its  owners.  To  send  it  out  in 
the  impoverishment  of  India  has  been  gene-  silver  was  subject  to  two  manifest  inconveni- 
rally  taken  as  a  measure  of  its  wealth  and  ences  :•— First,  the  country  would  be  exhaust- 
prosperity.  Numerous  fleets  of  large  ships,  ed  of  its  circulating  medium.  A  scarcity  of 
loaded  with  the  most  valuable  commodities  of  coin  was  already  felt  in  Bengal.  Cossim 
jM  east,  annually  arriving  in  England  in  a  Ali  Khan  (the  nabob  whom  the  company's 
ooostanC  and  increasing  succession,  imposed  servants  had  lately  set  up  and  newly  expel- 
upon  the  publick  eye,  and  naturally  gave  rise  led)  during  the  short  period  of  his  power,  had 
ts  an  opinion  of  the  happy  condition  and  exhausted  .the  country  by  every  mode  of  ex- 
powing  opulence  of  a  country,  whose  surplus  tortion ;  in  his  flight  he  carried  off  an  im- 
productione  occupied  so  vast  a  space  in  the  mense  treasure,  which  has  been  variously 
coounercial  world.  This  export  from  India  computed,  but  by  none  at  less  than  three 
Memed  to  imply  also  a  reciprocal  supply,  by  millions  sterling.  A  country  so  exhausted 
iHiich  the  trading  capital  employed  in  those  of  its  coin,  and  harassed  by  three  revolutions 
productions  was  continually  strengthened  and  rapidly  succeeding  each  other,  was  rather  an 
enlarged.  But  the  payment  of  a  tribute,  and  object  that  stood  in  need  of  every  kind  of  re- 
Mt  a  beneficial  commerce  to  that  country,  froihment  and  recruit,  than  one  which  could 
wore  this  specious  and  delusive  appearance,  subsist  under  new  evacuations.     The  next 

The  &me  of  a  great  territorial  revenue,  ex-  and  equally  obvious  inconvenience  was  to  the 

Iterated,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  beyond  company  itself.     To  send  silver  into  Europe 

cfco  ita  value,  and  the  abundant  fortunes  o(f  the  would  b«  to  send  it  from  the  best  to  the  worst 

paay's   officen,   military,   and  civil,  which  market.    When  arrived,  the  most  profitable 

lowed  into  Europe  with  a  full  tide,  raised  in  use  which  could  be  made  of  it,  would  be  to 

the  proprietors  of  Eaat^India  stock  a  premap  send  it  back  to  Bengal,  for  the  purchase  of 

tore  desire  of  partaking  with  their  servants  in  Indian  merchandise :  it  was  necessary,  there- 

the  (rniu  of  that  splendid  adventure.   Govern-  fore,  to  turn  the  company's  revenue  into  ita 

»ent  also  thought  they  could  not  be  too  early  conmierce.     The  first  investment  was  about 

B  their  claims  for  a  share  of  what  they  consi-  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  care  was 

dsred  themselves  as  entitled  to  in  every  foreign  taken  afterwards  to  enlarge  it.     In  the  years 

aoquisitioa  made  by  the  power  of  this  king^  1767  and  1768  it  arose  to  seven  hundred 

4om,  throu^  whatever  hands,  or  by  whatever  thousand. 

meaia  it  was  made.     These  two  parties,  af-  This  new    system    of  trade,  carried  on 

ler  some  struggle,  came  to  an  agreement  to  through  the  medium  of  power  and  public  r*. 

dmde  between  them  the  profits  which  their  venue,  very  soon  produced  iu  natural  eflecU, 

fyf.^L|*ym  proposed  to  realize  in  England  The  loudest  complaicU  arose  among  the  na* 

from  the  territorial  revenue  in  Bengal.  About  tives,  and  among  all  the  foreigners  who  trad^ 

two  bundred  thousand  pounds  vrare  added  to  ed  to  Bengal.    It  must  unquestionably  have 

dMaannal  dividends  of  the  proprietort.  Four  thrown  the  whole  mercantile  system  of  tht 
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eouDtry  inlo  itit  greatest  confusion.  With  About  an  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  jear 
regard  to  the  natives,  no  expedient  was  pro-  is  also  remitted  from  Bengal,  on  the  com- 
posed for  their  relief.  The  case  was  serious  pany's  account,  to  China ;  and  the  whole  of 
with  respect  to  European  powors.  The  the  product  of  that  money  flows  into  the 
presidency  plainly  represented  to  the  direc-  direct  trade  A-om  China  to  Europe.  Beside 
tors,  that  some  agreement  should  be  made  this,  Bengal  sends  a  regular  supply,  in  time 
with  foreign  nations,  for  providing  their  in-  of  peace,  to  those  presidencies  which  are  un> 
▼estment  to  a  certain  amount,  or  that  the  defi-  equal  to  their  own  establishmeoL  To  Boo 
eiencies  then  subsisting  must  terminate  in  an  bay,  the  remittance  in  money,  bills,  or  goods, 
open  rupture  with  France.  The  directors,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a  return,  amounts 
pressed  by  the  large  payments  in  England,  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  a 
were  not  free  to  abandon  their  system ;  and  year,  at  a  medium. 

all  possible  means  of  diverting  the  manufac-  The  goods,  which  are  exported  from  Su- 
tures into  the  company's  investment  were  still  rope  to  India,  consist  chiefly  of  military  and 
anxiously  sought  and  pursued,  until  the  di/fi-  naval  stores,  of  clothing  for  troops,  and  oi 
culties  of  the  foreign  companies  were  at  other  (Ejects  for  the  consumption  of  the 
length  removed  by  the  natural  flow  of  the  fur-  Europeans  residing  there;  anid,  excepting 
tunes  of  the  company's  servants  into  Europe,  some  lead,  copper  utensils  and  sheet  copper, 
in  the  manner  which  will  be  stated  hereafter,  woollen  cloth,  and  other  commodities  of  little 
But  with  all  these  endeavours  of  the  presi-  comparative  value,  no  sort  of  merchandise  is 
doncy,  the  investment  sunk  in  1769,  and  they  sent  from  England,  that  is  in  demand  for  the 
were  even  obliged  to  pay  for  a  part  of  the  wants  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabitants, 
goods  to  private  merchants,  in  the  company's  When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  inter- 
bonds  bearing  interest.  It  was  plain  that  this  course  (for  it  is  not  commerce)  which  is  car- 
course  of  business  could  not  hold.  The  ried  on  between  Bengal  and  England,  the 
manufacturers  of  Bengal,  far  from  being  gene-  pernicious  effects  of  the  system  of  investment 
rally  in  a  condition  to  give  credit,  have  always  from  revenue  will  appear  in  the  strongest 
required  advances  to  be  made  to  them ;  so  point  of  view.  In  that,  view,  the  whole  ex- 
have  the  merchants  very  generally :  at  least,  ported  produce  of  the  country  (so  &r  as  the 
since  the  prevalence  of  the  English  power  in  company  is  concerned)  is  not  exchanged  in 
India.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  and  so  the  course  of  barter ;  but  is  taken  away  with- 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta  represoited  the  out  any  return  or  payment  whatsoever.  In  a 
matter,  to  provide  beforehand  a  year's  ad-  commercial  light,  therefore,  England  becomes 
vance.  This  required  great  efforts,  and  they  annually  bankrupt  to  Bengal,  to  the  amount 
were  made.  Notwithstanding  tho  famine  in  nearly  of  its  own  dealing ;  or  rather,  the 
1770,  which  wasted  Bengal  in  a  manner  country  has  sufiered  what  is  tantamount  to 
dreadful  beyond  all  example,  the  investment,  an  annual  plunder  of  its  manufactures  and  its 
by  a  variety  of  successive  expedients,  many  produce  to  the  value  of  twelve  hundred  thou- 
of  them  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  and  sand  pounds. 

tendency,  was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  even  in  In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies 

diat  forced  and  unnatural  state,  it  gathered  appear  at  first  sight  to  bring  their  contribu- 

strength  almost  every  year.     The  debts  coo-  tion  of  trade  to  the  supply  of  this  continual 

tracted  in  the  in&ncy  of  the  system  were  drain.     These  are  the  companies  of  France, 

gradually  reduced,  and  the  advances  to  con-  Holland  and  Denmark.    But  when  the  ob- 

tractors  and  manufacturers  were  regularly  j«ct  is  considered  more  nearly,  instead   of 

made ;  so  that  the  goods  from  Bengal,  pur-  relief,  these  companies,  who  from  their  want 

dtased  from  the  territorial  revenues,  from  the  of  authority  in  the  country  might  seem  to 

■ale  of  European  goods,  and  from  the  pro-  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commercial, 

duce  of  the  monopolies  for  the  four  years  will  be  found  to  add  their  full  proportion  to 

which  ended  with  1780  (when  the  investment  the  calamity  brought   upon  Bengal  by  the 

from  the    surplus   revenues  finally  closed)  destructive  system  of  the  ruling  power ;  be- 

were  never  less  than  a  million  sterling,  and  cause  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  all 

commonly  nearer  twelve  hundred  thousand  tbesecompanies,  and  perhaps  the  whole  capi- 

pounds.     This  million  is  the  lowest  value  of  tal  of  some  of  them,  is  furnished  exactly  as 

the  goods  sent  to  Europe,  for  which  no  satis-  the  British  is,  out  of  the  revenues  of  tho 

fiKiion  is  made.* 

dred  thousand  pounds  annually,  of  the  erpon 
from  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  deducted  from 

t  The  sale,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hon-  this  million. 
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zumary.  The  ciTil  and  miliUry  «ervanU  of  mous  sum  of  money  has  been  sent  from  Ma- 
the  English  East-India  company,  being  re-  dras,  or  from  Bengal,  but  it  equally  exhausts 
stricted  in  drawing  bills  upon  Europe,  and  a  country  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  whether 
oooe  of  them  erer  making  or  proposing  an  it  comes  from  the  one  or  from  the  other, 
establishment  in  India,  a  very  great  part  of  But  that  the  greatness  of  all  these  drains, 
their  fortunes,  well  or  ill  gotten,  is  in  all  and  their  effects,  may  be  rendered  more  visi- 
probability  thrown,  as  fast  as  required,  into  ble,  your  conunittee  have  turned  their  consi- 
the  cash  of  these  companies.  deration  to  the  employment  of  those  parts 

In  all  other  countries,  the  revenue,  follow-  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  which  are  not  em- 
Ing  the  natural  course  and  order  of  things,  ployed  in  the  company's  own  investments 
irises  out  of  their  commerce.  Here,  by  a  for  China  and  for  Europe.  What  is  taken 
mischievous  inversion  of  that  order,  the  whole     over  and  above  the  investment    (wher   an 

foreign    maritime  trade,  whether  English,  investment  can   be   made)   from   the  gross 

French,  Dutch,  or  Danish,  arises  from  the  revenue,  either  for  the  charge  of  collection, 

revenues ;  and  these  are  carried  out  of  the  or  for  civil  and  military  establishments,  is 

country,  without  producing  any  thing  to  com-  in  time  of  peace  two  millions  at  the  least, 

peasate  so  heavy  a  loss.  From  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which  goes  to 

Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  dis-  the  support  of  civil  government,  the  natives 

cover  the  entire  value  of  the  investment  made  are  almost  wholly  excluded,  as  they  are  from 

by  foreign  companies.    But  as  the  invest-  the  principal  collections  of  revenue.     With 

meat,  which  the  English  East-India  company  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  only  employed 

derived  from  its  revenues,  and  even  from  its  as  servants  and  agents  to  Europeans,  or  in 

poblick  credit,  is  for  the  year  1783  to  be  the  inferiour  departments  of  collections,  when 

wholly  stopped,  it  has  been  proposed  to  pri-  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  proceed  a  step 

V2te  persons  to  make  a  subscription  for  an  without  their  assistance.      For  some  time 

investment  on  their  own  account.     This  in-  afler  the  acquisition  of  the  territorial  revenue, 

vestment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  eight  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 

hundred  thousand  pounds.     Another  loan  has  pounds  a  year  was  paid,  according  to  the 

been  also   made  for   an  investment  on  the  stipulation  of  a  treaty ,  to  the  nabob  of  Bcnga' 

company's  account  to  China,  of  two  hundred  for  the  support  of  his  government.      This 

ih^iffiiHi  pounds.     This  makes  a  million ;  sum,  however    inconsiderable  compared  tc 

4aA  there  is  no  question,  that  much  more  the  revalues  of  the  province,  yet,  distributed 

rould  be  readily  had  for  bills  upon  Europe,  through  the  various  departments  of  civil  ad- 

Now,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole  of  ministration,  served  in  some  degree  to  pre- 

the  money  remitted  is  the  property  of  British  serve  the  natives  of  the  better  sort,  particu- 

sobjects,   (none  eUte  having  any  interest  in  larly   those  of  the  Mahomedan  profession, 

remitting  to  Europe,)  it  is  not  unfair  to  sup-  from  being  utterly  ruined.     The  people  of 

poee,  that  a  very  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  that  persuasion,  not  being  so  generally  engag- 

of  what  may  find  its  way  into  this  new  chan-  ed  in  trade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest 

oel,  is  not  newly  created ;  but  only  diverted  of  Bengal  divested  the  antiont  GcntO  proprie- 

from  those  channels,  in  which  it  formerly  ran,  tors  of  their  lands  of  inheritance,  had  for  their 

that  is,  the  cash  of  the  foreign  trading  com-  chief,  if  not  their  sole  support,  the  share  of  a 

panies.  moderate  conquerour  in  all  offices  civil  and 

Beeide  the  investment  made  in  goods  by  military.    But  your  committee  find  that  this 

foreign  companies  from  the  funds  of  British  arrangement  was  of  a  short  duration.    Witb- 

subjwrts,  these  subjects  have  been  for  some  out  the  least  regard  to  the  subsistence  of  this 

tiBM  in  the  practice  of  sending  very  great  innocent  people,  or  to  the  faith  of  the  agreo- 

•ums  in  goU  and  silver  directly  to  China  on  ment,  on  which  they  were  brought  under  the 

their  own  account.    In  a  memorial  presented  British  government,  this  sum  was  reduced, 

to  the  govemour-general    and    council,  in  by  a  new  treaty,  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 

March,  1782,  it  appears,  that  the  principal  thousand  pounds ;  and  soon  aflcr  (upon  a 

■MDey  lent  by  British  siibjecta  to  one  com-  pretence  of  the  present  nabob's  minority,  and 

pany  of  merchants  in  China  then  amounted  to  a  temporary  sequestration  for  the  dischargi 

•even  millions  of  dollars,  about,  one  million  of  his  debU)  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 

Mveo  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  sand  pounds  :  but  when  he  arrived  at  his  m*- 

■ot  the  smallest  particle    of  silver  sent  to  jority,  and  when  the  debts  were  p\id,  the 

Chiiia  ever  returns  to  India.    It  is  not  easy  sequestration  still  continued.    And,  so  far 

to  determine  in  what  proportions  this  enor-  as  the  late  advices  mav  be  understood,  the 

Vol.  III.-t  B 
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illowance  to  the  nabob  appears  sCill  to  stand  with  those  and  many  other  countries  throuf^ 

at  the  reduced  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  its  own  sea-ports. 

thousand  pounds.  During  that  period,  the  remittances  to  the 

The  other  resource  of  the  Mahomedans,  Mogul's  treasury  from  Bengal  were  never 

and  of  the  GentOs  of  certain  of  the  higher  very  large,  at  least   for  any  considerable 

casts,  was  the  army.    In  this  army,  nine-  time ;  nor  very  regularly  sent ;  and  the  im- 

tenths  of  which  consists  of  natives,  no  native,  positions  of  the  state  were  soon  repaid  with 

of  whatever  description,  holds  any  rank  higher  interest,  through  the  medium  of  a  lucrative 

than  that  of  a  tubadar  commandant^  that  is,  commerce.     But  the  disorders    of  Persia, 

of  an  oflScer  below  the  rank  of  an  English  since  the  death  of  Kouli  KhAn,  have  wholly 

subaltern,  who  is  appointed  to  each  company  destroyed  the  trade  of  that  country  ;  and  the 

of  the  native  soldiery.  trade  to  Turkey,  by  Judda  and  Bussorah, 

Your  committee  here  would  be  understood  which  was  the  greatest,  and  perhaps  the  best 
to  state  the  ordinary  establishment,  for  the  branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  is  very  much  di- 
war  may  have  made  some  alteration :  all  the  minished.  The  fall  of  the  throne  of  the  Mo- 
honour^le,  all  the  lucrative  situations  of  the  gul  emperours  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the 
mmiy,  all  the  supplies  and  contracts,  of  what-  great  marts  of  Agra  and  Delhi.  The  utmost 
ever  species,  that  belong  to  it,  are  solely  in  confusion  of  the  north-western  provinces  (bl- 
the  hands  of  the  English ;  so  that  whatever  is  lowed  this  revolution,  which  was  not  abso- 
beyond  the  mere  subsistence  of  a  common  lutely  complete,  until  it  received  the  last  hand 
■oldier,  and  ^some  officers  of  a  lower  rank,  from  Great  Britain.  Still  greater  calamities 
together  with  the  immediate  expenses  of  the  have  fallen  upon  the  fine  provinces  of  Rohil- 
English  officers  at  their  table,  is  sooner  or  cund  and  Oude,  and  on  the  countries  of  Co- 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  sent  out  of  the  rah  and  Allahabad.  By  the  operations  of  the 
country.  British  arms  and  influence,  they  are  in  many 

Such  was  the  state  of  Bengal  even  in  time  places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or  so  reduced 

of  profound  peace,  and  before  the  whole  weight  and  decayed  as  to  afford  very  few  materials 

of  the  publick  charge  fell  upon  that  unhappy  or  means  of  commerce, 

country  for  the  support  of  other  parts  of  India,  Such  is  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  of 

which  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner  Bengal,  since  the  establishment  of  the  British 

as  to  contribute  little  or  nothing  to  their  own  power  there.  The  commerce  of  the  Carnatick, 

protection.  as  far  as  the  inquiries  of  your  committee 

Your  committee  have  given  this  short  com-  have  extended,  did  not  appear  with  a  better 

parativo  account  of  the  effects  of  the  mari-  aspect,  even  before  the  invasion  of  Hyder  AH 

time  traffick  of  Bengal  when  in  its  natural  KhAn,  and  the  consequent  desolation ;  which, 

state,  and  as  it  has  stood  since  the  preva-  for  many  years  to  come,  must  exclude  it  from 

lence'of  the  system  of  an  investment  from  the  any  considerable  part  of  the  trading  system, 

retenues.     But  before  the  formation  of  that  It  appears  on  the  examination  of  an  intelligent 

system,  Bengal  did  by  no  means  depend  for  person  concerned  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at 

its  resources  on  its  maritime  commerce.    The  Madras  for  several  years,  that,  on  his  arrival 

inland  trade,  from  whence  it  derived  a  very  there,  which  was  in  the  year  1767,  that  city  was 

great  supply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  many  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  one  of  the  first 

kinds  of  merchantable  goods,  was  vcryconsi-  marts  in  India;  but  when  he  lefl  it  in  1779, 

derable.     The  higher  provinces  of  the  Mogul  there  was  little  or  no  trade  remaining,  and  but 

empire  were  then  populous  and  opulent,  and  <me  ship  belonging  to  the  whole  place.     The 

intercourse  to  an  immense  amount  was  car-  evidence  of  this  gentleman  purports,  that  at  hi4 

ried  on  between  them  and  Bengal.     A  great  first  acquaintance  with  the  Camatidcit  was  a 

trade  also  passed  through  these  provinces  well  cultivated  and  populous  country,  and  as 

firom  all  the  countries  on  the  frontier  of  Per-  aiich,  consumed  many  articles  of  merchandise ; 

sia  and  the  frontier  provitces  of  Tartary,  as  that  at  his  departure,  he  lefl  it  much  circunv- 

well  as  from  Surat  ai.d  Baroach  on  the  west-  scribed  in  trade,  greatly  in  the  decline  as  to 

em  side  of  India.     These  parts  opened  to  population  and  culture,  and  with  a  correspoo- 

Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian  dent  decay  of  the  territorial  revenue. 

Gulf  and  with  the  Red  Sea,  and  through  Tour  committee  find,  that  there  has  also 

them  with  the  whole  Turkish  and  the  man-  been  from  Madras  an  investment  on  the  com- 

lime  parts  of  the  Persian  empire,  beside  the  pany's  account,  taking  one  year  with  another, 

commercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained  yery  nearly  on  the  same  principles,  and  with  the 
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nme  effects,  as  that  from  Bengal ;  and  tbej  not  expect  o/iooyt  to  command."    In  an  ear^ 

think  it  ia  hi^Iy  prohable,  that,  beside  the  Her  minute  he  expresses  himself  still  more  dis- 

large  sums  remitted  directly  from  Madras  to  tinctly ;  he  says,  **  If  the  internal  resources 

China,  there  has  likewise  been  a  great  deal  of  a  state  ftil  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  its  ocoo* 

on  a  private  account,  for  that  and  other  coun-  tUnud  wants,  whence  can  it  obtain  immediate 

tries  invested  in  the  cash  of  foreign  and  Eu-  relief,  but  from  external  means  ?"    Indeed, 

ropean  powers  trading  on  the  coast  of  Coro-  the  investment  has  not  been  fos  any  long  time 

BModel.  But  your  committee  have  not  extend-  the  natural  product  of  the  revenue  of  Bengal : 

ed  their  inquiries  relative  to  the  commerce  of  when  by  the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  ro- 

the  countries  dependent  on  Madras  so  far  as  turn  of  an  evil  political  and  military  traffick, 

the/  lave  done  with  regard  to  Bengal.    They  and  by  a  prodigal  increase  of  establishments, 

hare  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  condition  is  and  a  prollise  conduct  in  distributing  agen- 

rather  worse ;  but  if  the  house  requires  a  cies  and  contracts,  they  found   themselves 

^ore  minute  examination  of  this  important  under  difficulties,  instead  of  being  cured  of 

subject,  your  committee  is  willing  to  enter  in-  their  immoral  and  impolitick  delusion,  they 

to  it  without  delay.  plunged   deeper    into  it,    and  were  drawn 

from  expedient    to   expedient   for  the  sup- 

— — -  ply  of  the    investment,    into    that   endless 

chain  of  wars,  which  this  house,  by  its  reso- 

ti.—- KrrccT  OF  THE  RETSKUK  INTSST-  lutions,  has  so  justly  condemned.    At  home 

MEirr  on  THE  coMPANT.  theso  moasures  were  somstimes  countenancod, 

sometimes  winked  at,  sometimes  censurad, 

Hitherto,  your  committee  has  considw-  but  always  with  an  acceptance  of  whaterar 

ed  this  sjTstem  of  revenue  investment,  suh-  pro6t  they  afforded. 

stitated  in  the  place  of  a  commercial  link  At  length  the  funds  for  the  investment,  and 
between  India  and  Europe,  so  &r  as  it  affects  (or  these  wars  together,  could  no  longer  be 
India  only  :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  as  it  supplied.  In  the  year  1778,  the  provision 
iffecU  the  company.  So  long  as  that  corpo-  for  the  investment  from  the  revenues,  and 
ration  continued  to  receive  a  vast  quantity  of  from  the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.  It 
BMwcfaantable  goods,  without  any  disburse-  was  estimated  at  a  million  four  hundred  thou* 
■tent  for  the  purchase,  so  long  it  possessed  sand  pounds ;  and  of  this  it  appears  that  a 
wherewithal  to  continue  a  dividend,  to  pay  great  deal  was  realized.  But  this  was  the 
debts,  and  to  contribute  to  the  State.  But  it  high  flood-tide  of  the  investment ;  for  in  that 
aust  have  been  always  evident  to  considerate  year  they  announce  its  probable  decline ;  and 
persons,  that  this  vast  extraction  of  wealth  that  such  extensive  supplies  could  not  bo 
(hm  a  country,  lessening  in  its  resources  in  continued.  The  advances  to  the  board  of 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  its  burthens,  was  trade  became  less  punctual,  and  many  dis- 
not  calculated  for  a  very  long  duration.  For  putes  arose  about  the  time  «f  making  them, 
a  while,  the  company's  servants  kept  up  this  However,  knowing  that  ah  their  credit  at 
investment,  not  by  improving  commerce,  home  depended  on  the  investment,  or  upon 
nanu&ctures,  or  agriculture,  but  by  forcibly  an  opinion  of  its  magnitude,  whilst  tliey  re- 
raising the  land-rents  on  the  principles  and  in  peat  their  warning  of  a  probable  de6ciency, 
the  manner  hereafter  to  be  described.  When  and  that  their  <*  Finances  bore  an  unfavour- 
thtse  extortions  disappointed,  or  threatened  able  aspect,"  in  the  year  1779,  they  rate  the 
to  disappoint,  expectation,  in  order  to  purvey  investment  still  higher.  But  their  payments 
fcr  the  avarice  which  raged  in  England,  they  becoming  less  and  less  regular,  and  the  war 
sought  for  expedients  in  breaches  of  all  the  carrying  away  all  the  supplies,  at  length  Mr. 
agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  Hastings,  in  December,  1780,  denounced 
any  payment  to  the  country  powers,  and  in  sentence  of  approaching  dissolution  to  this 
exciting  disturbances  among  all  the  neigh-  system,  and  tells  the  directors  that  "He  bore 
bouring  princes.  Stimulating  their  ambition,  too  high  a  respect  for  their  characters  to  ti  eat 
and  fomenting  their  mutual  animosities,  they  them  with  the  management  of  a  preparatory 
sold  to  them  reciprocally  their  common  servi-  and  gradual  introduction  to  an  unpleasiog 
tode  and  ruin.  report.  That  it  is  the  oniy  aubMtantial  infor- 
The  govemour-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  mation  he  shall  have  to  convey  in  that  letter.** 
the  council,  tell  the  directors, "  That  the  sup-  In  confidence,  therefore,  of  their  fortitude,  he 
ply  for  the  investment  has  arisen  from  eosMo/  tells  them  without  ceremony,  "Tliat  there 
mdumardmwyrmoarott,  whick  they  coakl  will  be  a  necessity  of  making  a  large  rediio- 
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tioD,  or  possibly  a  total  suspemion  of  their  general,  ia  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  April, 

BDvestment ;  that  they  had  already  been  re-  1782,  after  stating  that  they  were  disappoint- 

dnced  to  borrow  near  700,000  pounds.    This  ed  in  their  expectations  (how  grounded  it 

FMOiTce   (says  he)    cannot    last ;  it  must  does  not  appear)  "  thought  that  they  should 

oease  at  a  certain  period,  and  that  perhaps  not  bo  able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade" 

ikr  dirtant."  — tell  the  court  of  directors  "  that  they  had 

He  was  not  mistaken  in  nis  prognostick.  adopted  a  new  method  of  keeping  up  the  in- 

Loans  now  becoming  the  regular  resource  for  restment,  by  private  subscribers  for  eighty 

retrieving  the  investment,  whose  ruin  was  lacks  of  rupees,  which  will  find  cargoea  fit 

inevitable,  the  council  enable  the  board  of  ihnr  thipa  on  the  usual  terms  of  privilege,  ttt 

trade,  in  April,  1781,  to  grant  certificates  for  the  risk  of  the  individuaU;  and   is  to  be  rfr- 

government  bonds  at  eight  per  cent,  interest  paid  to  them  according  to  the  produce  of  the 

&r  about  650,000  pounds.     The  investment  eaUa  in  England."    And  they  tell  the  direc- 

was  fixed  at  900,000  pounds.  tors  that  *'  a  copy  of  the  plan  makes  a  num- 

But  now  another  alarming  system  appear-  her  in  their  separate  despatches  over  land.** 
ed.  These  new  bonds  overloaded  the  mar-  It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  revolu  • 
ket :  those  which  had  been  formerly  issued  tion  to  the  house,  to  avoid  remarking  with 
were  at  a  discount ;  the  board  of  trade  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council 
was  obliged  to  advance,  therefore,  a  fourth  have  adhered  to  the  mode  of  transmitting 
more  than  usual  to  the  contractors.  This  their  accounts,  which  your  committee  founu 
teemed  to  satisfy  that  description  of  dealers,  it  necessary  to  mark  and  censure  in  their  first 
But  as  those  who  bought  on  agency  were  report.  Itspernicioustendency  is  there  fully 
limited  to  no  terms  of  mutual  advantage,  and  set  forth.  They  were  peculiarly  called  on 
the  bonds  on  the  new  issue  falling  from  three  for  a  most  accurate  state  of  their  affairs,  in 
to  eight,  nine,  and  ten  per  cent,  discount,  the  order  to  explain  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
agents were  unable  to  furnish  at  the  usual  course  to  such  a  scheme,  as  well  as  for  a  f\ill 
prices.  Accordingly,  a  discount  was  settled  and  correct  account  of  the  scheme  itself.  But 
on  such  terms  as  could  be  made ;  the  lowest  they  send  only  the  above  short  minute  by  one 
discount,  and  that  at  two  places  only,  was  at  despatch  over  land,  whilst  the  copy  of  the  plan 
fimr  per  cent.,  which,  with  the  interest  on  the  itself,  on  which  the  directors  must  form  their 
b<»ids,  made  (besides  the  earlier  advance)  at  judgment,  is  sent  separately  in  another  de- 
the  least,  twelve  per  cent,  additional  charge  apatch  over  land,  which  has  never  arrived, 
upon  all  goods.  It  was  evident,  that  as  the  A  third  despatch,  which  also  contained  the 
investment,  instead  of  being  supported  by  the  plan,  was  sent  by  a  sea  conveyance,  and  a~ 
revenues,  was  sunk  by  the  fall  of  their  credit,  rived  late.  The  directors  have,  for  very  obvii 
so  the  nett  revenues  were  diminished  by  the  out  reasons,  ordered  by  a  strict  injunction 
daily  accumulation  of  an  interest  accruing  on  that  they  should  send  duplieaie*  of  all  their 
account  of  the  investment.  What  was  done  despatches  by  every  ship.  The  spirit  of  this 
to  alleviate  one  complaint  thus  aggravating  rule  perhaps  ought  to  extend  to  every  mode 
the  other,  and  at  length  proving  pernicious  to  of  conveyance.  In  this  case,  so  far  from 
both,  this  trade  on  bonds  likewise  came  to  its  sending  a  duplicate,  they  do  not  send  even 
period.  one  perfect  account.     They  announce  a  plan 

Tour  committee  has  reason  to  think  that  by  one  conveyance,  and   they  send  it  by 

Jie  bonds  have  since  that  time  sunk  to  a  dis-  another  conveyance,  with  other  delays  and 

count  much  greater  even  than  what  is  now  other  risks. 

stated.     The  board  of  trade  justly  denomi-  At  length,  at  nearly  four  months  distance, 

nates  their  resource  for  that  year  *'  the  sink-  the  plan  has  been  received ;  and  appears  to 

iog  credit  of  a  paper  currency,  labouring,  be  subetantially  that  which  had  been  announ- 

trom.  the  uncommon  scarcity  of  specie,  under  ced,  but  developing  in  the  particulars  many 

disadvantages  scarcely  surmountable.*'  From  new  circumstances  of  the  greatest  importance, 

this  they  value  themselves   "  on  having  ef-  By  this  plan  it  appears  tluit  the  subscription, 

ffscted  an  ottenmble  provision,  at  least  for  even  in  idea  or  pretence,  is  not  for  the  use  of 

that  investment."     For  178S  nothing  ap-  the  company  ;  but  that  the  subscribers  are 

pears  even  ostensible.  united  into  a  sort  of  society  for  the  remittinc 

By  this  failure  a  total  revolution  ensued  of  their  private  fortunee  :  the  goods,  indeed,  are 

the  most  extraordinary  natur;*,  and  to  which  said  to  be  ^tipped  on  the  company**  account ^ 

your  committee  wish  to  cai:   the  particular  and  they  are  directed  to  be  sold  on  the  same 

attention  of  the  house.    F  r  the  council-  acootmt  and  at  the  usual  periods  of  sale;  but 
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lAu  the  payment  of  dutiesi  and  such  other  and  the  national  gain  will  be  the  same  as  upon 

allowances  as  they  choose  to  make,  in  the  the  regular  trade." 

11th  article,  they  provide  '*  that  the  remam-  As    to    the  combination  of  this  mode  of 

der  q/  the  $aUs  $haU  revert  to  the  tubearibert,  remittance  with  the  company's  investment, 

and  be  declared  to  be  their  property ^  and  divid-  nothing  can  be  affirmed  concerning  it  until 

rd  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares."  some  satisfactory  assurance  can  be  held  out. 

The  compensation  which  they  allow  in  this  that  such  an  investment  can  ever  be  realized, 

plan  to  their  masters  for  their  brokerage,  is,  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  coud- 

that  if  (after  deducting  all  the  charges  which  cil  have  not  afforded  any  ground  for  such  an 

they  impose)  "  the  amount  of  the  sales  ehoutd  expectation.     That  the  Indian  trade  may  be- 

ke  found  to  exceed  two  shillings  and  two  come  a  permanent  vehicle  of  the  private  for- 

pance  for  the  current  rupee  of  the  invoice  ac-  tunes  of  the  company's  servants  is  very  proba- 

coua*.,  it  shall  be  taken  by  the  company."  ble ;  that  is,  as  permanent  as  the  means  of 

For  the  management  of  this  concern  in  Ben-  acquiring  fortunes  in  India ;  but  that  tome 

gal  they  choose  commissioners  by  their  own  prqfit  will  accrue  to  the  company  is  absolutely 

authority.     By  the  same  authority  they  form  impossible.     The  company  are  to  bear  all  the 

them  into  a  body,  they  put  them  under  rules  charge  outwards,  and  a  very  great  part  of  that 

and  regulations,  and  they  empower  them  also  homewards  ;  and  their  only  compensation  is 

to  make  regulations  of  their  own.     They  r»-  the  surplus  commission  on  the  sale  of  other 

mit,  by  the  like  authority,  the  duties  to  which  people's  goods.     The  nation  will  undoubtedly 

all  private  trade  is  subject,  and  they  charge  avoid  great  loss  and  detriment,  which  would 

the  whole  concern  with  seven  per  cent,  to  be  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  total 

paid  from  the  nett  produce  of  the  sales  in  cessation  of  the  trade  with  Bengal,  and  the 

England,  as  a  recompense  to  the  commis-  -ships  returning  without  cargoes.     But  if  thia 

sioners  ^  for  this  the  commissioners  contract  temporary  expedient  should  be  improved  into 

to  bear  all  the  charges  on  the  goods  to  the  time  a  system,  no  occasional  advantages  to  be 

of  shipping.  derived  from  it  would  be  sufficient  to  balance 

The  servants  having  formed  this  plan  of  the  mischiels  of  finding  a  great  parliamentary 

trade,  and  a  new  commission  for  the  conduct  corporation  turned  into  a  vehicle  for  remitting 

of  it,  on  their  private  account, — it  is  a  matter  to  England  the  private  fortunes  of  those  for 

of  consideration  to  know  who  the  commision-  whose  benefit  the  territorial  possessions  in 

en  are.     They  turn  out  to  be  the  three  senior  India  are,  in  effect  and  substance,  tmder  this 

servants  of  the  company's  board  of  trade,  who  project,  to  be  eolely  held, 

choose  to  take  upon  them  to  be  the  factors  of  By  this  extraordinary  scheme,  the  company 

others,  for  large  emoluments,  whilst  they  r^-  is  totally  overturned,  and  all  its  relations  in- 

ceive  salaries  of  two  thousand  pounds,  and  verted.     From  being  a  body  concerned  in 

fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the  com-  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  employing 

pany.    As  the  company  have  no  other  fund  servants  as  factors,  the  servants  have,  at  one 

than  the  new  investment,  from  whence  they  stroke,  taken  the  whole  trade  into  their  own 

are  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  their  servants*  hands,  on  their  own  capital  of  eight  hundred 

property,  this  commission  and  those  salaries  thousand  pounds,  at  their  own  risk  ;  and  the 

being  to  take  place  of  their  brokerage,  they  in  company  are  become  agents  and  factors  to 

effect  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossi-  them,  to  sell  by  commission  their  good^  for 

ble,  for  them  to  derive  advantage  from  their  their  profit, 

new  occupation.  To  enable  your  committee  to  form  tome 

As  to  the  benefit  of  this  j>/an:  besides  pr^-  judgment  upon  the  profit,  which  may  accrue 

venting  the  loss,  which  must  happen  from  the  to  the  company  from  its  new  relation  and  em- 

eonpany's  ships  returning  empty  *o  Europe,  p]o3rment,  they  directed,  that  an  estimate 

and  the  stopping  of  all  trade  beti^een  India  should  bo  made  of  the  probable  proceeds  of  an 

and  England,  the  authors  of  it  state,  that  it  investment  conducted  on  the  principles  of  that 

will  "  open  a  new  eJkonne/ of  remittance,  and  intended  to  be  realized  for  178S.     By  this 

abolish  the  practice,  by  precluding  the  neces-  estimate*,  which  is  subjoined,  it  appears  to 
sity  of  remitting  private  'fortunee  by  foreign 

ftoMoms;  and  that  it  may  lead  to  some pcrmtf-  r.  .i«.,.  «f  .v. -«i«  -.««..«.  ««^      .. 

J  f           •.-.            i»     •     .    r  _^  •  Estimate  or  the  sale,  amount,  and  neii  pro- 

nent  mode  for  remittance  of  private  fortunes,  ^eeds  in  England,  of  the  cargoes  to  be  sent  from 

■ad  of  combining  it  with  the  regular  provision  Bengal,  airreeably  to  the  plan  received  by  letter 

of  the  compan]?s  investment.     That  it  will  dated  the  8th  April,  1732. 

field  aesie  profit  to  the  company  without  ruk;  This  calculation     iipposes  the  80  lack  in. 
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joor  committoe,  that  so  fkr  from  anj  surplus 
profit  from  this  transaction,  the  Bengal  ad- 
vtmturers  themselres,  instead  of  realizing  two 
shillings  and  two  pence  the  rupee  (the  stan- 
dard they  fix  for  their  payment,)  will  not  re- 
ceive the  one  shilling  and  nine  pence  which  is 
its  utmost  value  in  silver  at  the  mint ;  nor 
probably  above  one  shilling  and  five  pence. 
With  this  certain  loss  before  their  eyes,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  can  ever  complete  their 
subscription,  unless,  by  management  among 
themselves,  they  should  be  able  to  procure 
the  goods  for  their  own  account  upon  other 
terms' than  those  on  which  they  purchased 
them  for  their  masters,  or  unless  they  have 
fbr  the  supply  of  the  company,  on  their  hands, 
a  quantity  of  goods,  whidi  they  cannot  other- 
wise dispose  of.  This  latter  case  is  not  very 
improbable,  from  their  propoeing  to  send  ton 
sixteenths  of  the  whole  investment  in  silk  : 
which,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  company 
has  prohibited  to  be  sent  on  their  account,  as 
a  disadvantageous  article.  Nothing,  but  the 
servants  being  overloaded,  can  rationally  ac- 
eoimt  for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  proportion 
ofso  dubious  a  commodity. 

On  the  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  general  court  in  1782,  their  af- 
tkin  were  even'  then  reduced  to  a  low  ebb. 
But  under  the  arrangement  announced  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  it  does  not 

vestments  will  be  equal  to  the  tonnage  of  five 
ships. 


b.  3.  To  custom 

c  3.  To  freight 

d.  4.  To  6  per  cent,  duty 

ou  /.  1,300,000 
c  5.  To  3  do.  warehouse 

room  do. 
7   do.   commission 

on  I.  604,500 


/.  6.  To  balance 


/.  330,000 
300,000 

65,000 
36,000 
43,815 

/.  653,315 
663,195 

L  1,315,500 


«,  1.  Bv  sale  amount  of  ) 

piece   goods   and  >  /.  1,800,000 
raw  silk  i 

Discount     6|    per) 
cent,  allowed   iheV        S4,o00 
Buyers  ) 

/.  1,315,600 

m>  1.  The  sale  amount  is  computed  on  an  ave- 
nge of  the  sales  of  the  two  last  years'  imports. 

ft  3.  The  custom  is  computed  on  an  avsrafs 


appear,  after  this  period  of  the  servants'  in- 
vestment, from  what  fimd  the  proprietors  ar« 
to  make  any  dividend  at  all.  The  objects  of 
the  sale,  from  whence  the  dividend  is  to  arise, 
are  not  their  goods  :  they  stand  accountable 
to  others  for  the  whole  probable  produce. 
The  state  of  the  company's  commerce  will 
therefore  become  an  object  of  serious  conside- 
ration ;  an  affair,  as  your  committee  appre- 
hends, of  as  much  difficulty  as  ever  tried  the 
faculties  of  this  house.  For,  on  the  one  hand 
it  is  plain,  that  the  system  of  providing  the 
company's  import  into  Europe,  resting  almost 
wholly  on  an  investment  from  its  territorial 
revenues,  has  failed  :  during  its  continuance 
it  was  supported  on  principles  &tal  to  the 
prosperity  of  that  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  nominal  commerce  of  the  company  is 
suffered  to  be  carried  on  fbr  the  account  of 
the  servants  abroad,  by  investing  the  emolu- 
ments made  in  their  stations,  these  emolu- 
menla  are  therefore  inclusively  authorised, 
and  with  them  the  practices  firom  which  they 
accrue.  All  parliamentary  attempts  to  reform 
this  system  will  be  contradictory  to  its  insti- 
tution. If,  for  instance,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessary 
for  this  kind  of  investment,  any  regulation 
whidi  may  prevent  the  acquisition  of  that  sum 
operates  against  the  investment  which  is  the 
end  proposed  by  the  plan. 

of  what  was  paid  on  piece  eoods  and  raw  silks 
of  said  imports,  adding  addidonal  imposts. 

e.  8.  The  ship  going  out  of  this  season  (17S3), 
by  which  the  above  investment  is  expected  to  be 
sent  home,  are  taken  up  at  forty-seven  pounds 
five  shillings  per  ton  for  the  homeward  car^  ; 
this  charge  amounts  to  thirty-five  thousand  eieht 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  each  ship ;  the  aodi- 
tlonal  wages  to  the  men,  which  the  company 
pay,  and  a  very  small  charge  for  demurrage, 
will  increase  the  freight,  9lc.  to  forty  thousand 
pounds  per  ship,  agreeably  to  the  above  esti- 
mate. 

d.  4.  The  duty  of  five  per  cent,  is  charged  by 
the  company  on  the  gross  sale  amount  of  all  pri- 
vate trade  licensed  to  be  brought  from  India  ;  the 
amount  of  this  duty  is  the  only  benefit  the  com 
pany  are  likely  tu  receive  from  the  subscription 
investment. 

e.  6.  This  charge  is  likewise  made  on  private 
trade  goods,  and  is  little  (if  any  thing)  more  than 
the  real  expense  the  company  are  at  on  account 
of  the  same,  therefore  no  benefit  will  probably 
arise  to  the  company  from  It  on  the  sale  of  the 
said  investment. 

/.  6.  This  is  the  sum  which  will  probably  be 
rMlized  in  England,  and  Is  only  equal  to  one 
shilling  and  five  pence  per  rupee,  on  the  eighty 
lacks  subscribed. 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  t5 

On  thii  new  tdieme  (whidi  it  neither  cat-  the  Slst  of  December  next,  and  the  remain* 

eulatod  for  a  futore  aecuritynor  for  a  preaent  ing  fire-ei^ths  on  the  Slat  c£  Decemberi 

relief  to  the  company)  it  is  not  Tisible  in  what  17§S." 

manner  the  aettlementa  in  India  can  be  at  The  plan  of  April  divests  the  company  of 

ail  upheld.     The  gentlemen  in  employments  all  property  in  Bengal  goods  transported  to 

abroad  call  (or  the  whfie  produce  of  the  year's  Europe;  but  in  recompense  they  are  free 

iovectment  from  Bengal ;  but  for  the  payment  from  all  the  risk  and  expense,  they  are  not 

of    the    count er-inTestment    from    Europe,  loaded  with  interest,  and  they  are  not  embai^ 

which  is,  for  the  far  greater  part,  sent  out  for  rassed  with  bills.    The  plan  of  May  rein* 

the  support  of  their  power,  no  provision  at  states  them  in  their  old  relation,  but  in  retum, 

all  is  nuMle :  they  have  not,  it  seems,  agreed  their  revenues  in  Bengal  are  charged  with  aa 

ifaat  it  should  be  charged  to  their  account  or  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  sum  nvb* 

that  any  deduction  should  be  made  for  it  from  scribed,  until  bills  shall  be  drawn.    They  are 

the  produce  of  their  sales  in  Leadenhatt-street.  made  proprietors  of  cargoes  purdiased  under 

How  far  such  a  scheme  is  preferable  to  the  to-  the  disadvantage  of  that  interest  at  their  own 

tal  tuspensioQ  of  trade,  your  committee  can-  hazard.    They  are  subjected  to  all  lossea, 

not  positively  determine.     In  aQ  likelihood,  and  they  are  involved  in  Europe  for  payment* 

extraordinary  expedients  were  necessary ;  but  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  eighty  lades  of  m* 

the  causes  which  induced  this  necessity  ought  pees,  at  two  shillings  the  rupee,  that  is,  in 

to  be  more  fully  inquired  into,  for  the  last  step  bills  for  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster 

in  a  series  of  conduct  may  be  justifiable  upon  ling.    It  is  probably  on  account  of  the  pre- 

priociples  that  suppose  great  blame  in  those  vious  interests  of  eight  per  cent,  that  the  va- 

which  preceded  it.  lue  of  the  rupee  on  this  scheme  is  reduced. 

After  your  committee  had  made  the  fore-  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  announce  to 

going  observations  upon  tho    plan  of   Mr.  Lord  Macartney  no  other  than  the  foregoing 

Hastings  and  his  colleagues  transmitted  to  alteration  in  their  plan, 

the  court  of  directors,  an  extract  of  the  Ma-  It  is  discouraging  to  attempt  any  sort  of  ob- 

dras  consultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  be-  servation  on  plans  thus  shifting  their  principle^ 

fore  us.    This  extract  contains  a  letter  from  whilst   their   merits  are  under  examination, 

the  govemow-general  and  council  of  Bengal  The  judgment  formed  on  the  schnno  of  April 

to  th«  presidency  of  fort  St.  George,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  project  of  May. 

affurdt  a  very  striking,  though  to  your  com-  Your  committee  has  not  supprMsed  any  part 

oittee,  by  no  means  an  unexpected  picture  of  (he  reflections  which  occurred  to  them  oo 

id  the  instability  of  their  opinions  and  ooi^  the  former  of  these  plans ;  first,  because  the 

docL    On  the  8th  of  April  the  servants  had  company  knows  of  no  other  by  any  regular 

regularly  formed  and  digested  the  above-men-  transmissions ;  secondly,  because  it  is  by  no 

tiooed  plan,  which  was  to  form  the  basis  for  means  certain,  that,  before  the  expiration  of 

the  investment  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  to  June  the  govemour-general  and  council  may 

finish  the  sole  means  of  the  commercial  ex-  not  revert  to  the  plan  of  April.    They  speak 

isteoce  of  their  masters.     Before  the  10th  of  that  plan  as  likely  to  be  (or  make  a  part 

of  the  following  May,  which  is  the  date  of  of  one  that  shall  be)  pemununt.    Many  rea- 

their  letter  to  Madras,  they  informed  Lord  sons  are  alleged  by  its  authors  in  its  fkvouTi 

Macartney  that  they  had  fundamentally  alter-  grounded  on  the  state  of  their  affairs ;  none 

ed  the  whole  seheme.    "  Instead  (say  they)  whatever  are  assigned  for  the  alteration.    It 

of  allowing  the  subscribers  to  retain  an  into-  is,  indeed,  morally  certain,  that  persons  who 

rest  in  the  goods,  they  are  to  be  provided  en-  had  money  to  remit  must  have  nttde  thesame 

tirely  on  account  of  the  company,  and  traas-  calculation,  which  has  been  made  by  the  di- 

ffMd  of  their  riik ;  and  the  subscribers,  in-  rections  of  your  committee,  and   the   result 

stead  of  receiving  certificates  payable  out  of  must  have  been  equally  clear  to  them ;  which 

the  produce  of  the  sales  in  Europe,  are  to  be  is,  that  instead  of  realizing  two  shillings  and 

granted  receipts  on  the  payment  of  their  ad-  two  pence  the  rupee  on  their  subscription,  aa 

vanoes,  bearing  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  they  proposed,  they  could  never  hope  to  see 

per  annum,  until  exchanged  for  draughts  on  more  thaia  one  shilling  and  nine  pence.    Thii 

the  court  of  directors,  payable  three  hundred  calculation  probably  shook  the  main  pillar  of 

and  sixty-five  days  afler  sight,  at  the  rate  the  project  of  April.    But  on  the  other  hand, 

of  two  diillinga    per  current  rupee,    idiich  as  the  subocibors  to  the  second  scheme  caa 

draughts  shall  be  granted  in  the  proper  tima  have  no  certain  assurance  that  the  company 

•C  three-eighths  of  the  amount  subscribed  oa  will  accept  bills  so  far  exceeding  their  allow- 
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aaee  in  this  particular,  the  iifecessity  of  r&-  raagement  of  their  afTairs  on  the  groondwork 
mitting  their  fortunes  may  beat  them  back  to  of  the  first  scheme,  which  was  officially  and 
their  old  ground.     The  Danish  company  was     authentically  conveyed  to  them.     The  funda-^ 

the  only  means  of  remitting  which  remained,  mental  alteration  of  that  plan  in  India  might 

Attempts  have  been  made  with  success,   to  require  another  of  a  very  different  kind  in 

revive  a  Portuguese  t^ade  for  that  purpose.  England  ;  which  the  arrangements  taken  in 

It  is  by  no  means  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  consequence  of  the  first  might  make  it  diffi- 

and  his  colleagues  will  adhere  to  either  of  the  cult,  if  not  in^)ossiblo,  to  execute.      What 

foregoing  plans ;  or,  indeed,  whether  any  in-  must  add  to  the  confusion  is,  that  tlie  altera- 

vestment  at  all  to  that  amount  can  be  realized ;  tion  has  not  the  regular  and  official  authority 

because  nothing  but  the  convenience  of  re-  of  the  original  plan,  and  may  be  presumed 

mitting  the  gains  of  British  subjects  to  Lon-  to  indicate  with  certamty  nothing  more  than 

doB  can  support  any  of  these  projects.  that  the  business  is  again  afloat,  and  that  no 

The  situation  of  the  company  under  this  scheme  is  finally  determined  on.     Thus  the 

perpetual  variation  in  the  system  of  their  in-  company  is  Icfl  without  any  fixed  data  upon 

vestment  is  truly  perplexing.     The  manner  which  they  can  make  a  rational  disposition  of 

in  which  they  arrive  at  any  knowledge  of  it,  their  affairs. 

is  no  less  so.  The  letter  to  Lord  Macartney,  The  fact  is,  that  the  principles  and  cecono- 
by  which  the  variation  is  discovered,  was  not  my  of  the  company's  trade  have  been  so  com- 
intended  for  transmission  to  the  directors,  pletely  corrupted  by  turning  it  into  a  vehicle  ibr 
It  was  merely  for  the  information  of  those  tribute,  that  whenever  circumstances  require 
who  were  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  subscrip-  it  to  be  replaced  again  upon  a  bottom  truly 
tion  at  Madras.  When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  commercial,  hardly  anything  but  confusion 
this  information  to  those  subscribers,  he  might  and  disasters  can  be  expected  as  the  first  re- 
well  enough  have  presumed  an  event  to  hap-  suits.  Even  before  the  acquisition  of  the  ter- 
pen, which  did  happen ;  that  is,  that  a  vessel  ritorial  revenues,  the  system  of  the  compa- 
might  be  despatched  from  Madras  to  Europe ;  ny's  commerce  was  not  formed  upon  princi- 
and,  indeed,  by  that  and  by  every  devissible  pies  the  most  favourable  to  its  prosperity ;  for 
means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have  apprised  whilst  on  the  one  hand,  that  body  received 
the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  in  encouragement  by  royal  and  parliamentary 
the  plan  of  the  investment,  but  to  have  enter-  charters,  was  invested  with  several  ample  pri- 
ed fiilly  into  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  his  vileges,  and  even  with  a  delegation  of  the  most 
making  it.  essential  prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  on  the 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  ships  other,  its  commerce  was  watched  with  an  in- 

which  brought  to  England  the  plan  of  the  8th  vidious  jealousy,  as  a  species  of  deal  ing  dan- 

of  April,  did  not  sail  from  Bengal  until  the  geroos   to  the  national    interests.      In  that 

1st  of  May.     If  the  change  had  been  in  con-  light,  with  regard  to  the  company's  imports, 

temptation  for  any  time  before  the  13th  of  A-  there  was  a  total  prohibition  from  domestick 

vril,  two  days  would  have  sufficed  to  send  an  use  of  the  most  considerable  articles  of  their 

account  of  it,  and  it  might  have  arrived  along  trade ;  that  is,  of  all  silk  stuffs,  and  stained 

with  the  plan  which  it  affected.      If,  therefore,  and   painted  cottons.     The  British  market 

such  a  change  was  in  agitation  before  the  sail-  was    in    a    great    measure    interdicted    to 

ing  of  the  ships,  and  yet  was  concealed  when  the  British   trader.     Whatever   advantages 

it  might  Kive  been  communicated,  the  conceal-  might  arise    to  the    general    trading    inte- 

meot  is  censurable.     It  is  not  improbable  that  rests  of  the  kingdom  by  this  restraint,  its 

some  change  of  the  kind  was  naade  or  meditated  East-India  interest  was  undoubtedly  injured 

before  the  sailing  of  the  ships  for  Europe;  for  by  i|.     The  company  is,  also,  and  has  been 

it  is  hardly  to  be  imagined,  that  reasons  wholly  from  a  very  early  period,  obliged  to  fur- 

unlooked  for  should  appear  for  setting  aside  nish  the  ordnance  with  a  quantity  of  salt- 

a  plan,  concerning  the  success  of  which,  the  petre  at  a  certain  price,  without  any  reference 

council-general  seemed  so  very  confident ;  to  the  standard  of  the  markets,  either  of  pur- 

thata  new  one  should  be  proposed;  that  its  chase  or  of  sale.    With  regard  to  their  export, 

merits  should  bo  discussed  among  the  mo-  they  were  put  also  under  difficulties  upon  very 

neyed  men ;   that   it  should  be  adopted  in  mistaken  notions ;  for  they  were  obliged  to 

council,  and  officially  ready  for  transmission  export  annually  a  certain  proportion  of  Bri- 

to  Madras  in  twelve  or  thirteen  days.     In  tish  manufactures,  even  though  they  should 

thif  perplexity  of  plan  and  of  transmission,  find  for  them  in  India  none,  or  but  an  unpro- 

Ihe  court  of  directors  may  have  made  an  ar-  fitable  want.     This  compulsory  export  might 
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operate,  end  in  lome  instmnoes  has  operated,  the  capital,  and  to  afibrd  a  reasonable  diri- 

in  a  manner  more   grievous  than  a  tax  to  the  dend.    And  your  committee  find  that  in  the 

amount  of  the  loss  in  trade.    For  the  pay-  first  four  years  the  investment  from  Bengal 

ment  of  a  tax  is  in  general  divided  in  unequal  amounted  to  4,176,626i. ;  upon  S^60,277<. 

portions  between  the  vender  and  consumer,  there  was  gain  of  186^7?).  and  upon  1,916,* 

the  largest  part  falling  upon  the  latter.     In  248/.  a  loss  of  705,566/. ;  so  that  the  excess 

the  case  before  us,  the  tax  may  be  as  a  dead  of  loss  above  gain,  upon  the  whole  of  the  Ccnm 

charge  on  the  trading  capita)  of  the  company,  going  capital,  was  in  the  four  years  no  less 

The  spirit  of  all  these  regulations  naturally  than  519,229/. 
tended  to  weaken,  in  the  very  original  constitu-  If  the  trade  were  confined  to  Bengal,  and 
lion  of  the  company,  the  main  spring  of  the  the  company  were  to  trade  on  those  terms  up- 
commercial  machine,  the  prineipUa  of  ftqfit  on  a  capital  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent.  In- 
oMd  loat.  And  the  mischief  arising  from  an  in-  dian  interest,  their  revenues  in  that  province 
attention  to  those  principles  has  constantly  in-  would  be  soon  so  overpowered  with  debt,  that 
creased  with  the  increase  of  its  power.  For  those  revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade 
when  the  company  had  acquired  the  rights  would  be  totally  destoyed  by  it.  If,  on  the 
of  sovereignity  in  India,  it  was  not  to  be  ex-  other  hand,  the  company  traded  upon  bills, 
pected  that  the  attention  to  profit  and  loss  with  every  advantage,  far  from  being  in  a  con- 
would  have  increased.  The  idea  of  remit-  dition  to  divide  the  smallest  per-cenlage,  their 
ting  tribute  in  goods  naturally  produced  an  bankruptcy  here  would  be  inevitable, 
indifference  to  their  price  and  quality  ;  the  Your  committee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of 
goods  themselves  appearing  little  else  than  a  the  other  fitctories  and  presidencies,  and  they 
■ort  of  package  to  the  tribute.  Merchandise,  constantly  found,  that  as  the  power  and  do- 
takea  as  tribute,  or  bought  in  lieu  of  it,  can  minion  of  the  company  was  less,  their  profit 
never  long  be  of  a  kind,  or  of  a  price  fitted  to  on  the  goods  was  greater.  The  investments 
a  BMrket  which  stands  solely  on  its  commer-  of  Madras,  Bombay,  and  Bencoolen,  have  in 
cial  reputation.  The  indifierence  of  the  mer^  the  foregoing  four  years,  upon  a  capital  of 
caatile  sovereign  to  his  trading  advantages  1,161,176/.  had  a^ain  upon  Uie  whole  of  S29,- 
naturally  relaxed  the  diligence  of  his  subDr-  622/.  The  greatest  of  all  is  that  of  Bencool- 
dinate  frctor-roagistrates,  through  all  their  en,  which,  on  a  capital  of  76,571/.  produced 
gradations,  and  in  all  their  functions  ;  it  gave  a  profit  of  107,760/.  This  however  is  but  a 
rise,  at  least  so  fiu*  as  the  principal  was  con-  small  branch  of  the  company's  trade.  The 
cerned,  to  much  neglect  of  price  and  of  good-  trade  to  China,  on  a  capital  of  1,717,46S/. 
Dcss  in  their  purchases.  If  ever  they  showed  produced  an  excess  of  gain,  amounting  to  874,- 
aay  extraordinary  degrees  of  accuracy  and  se-  096/.  which  is  about  fiAy  per  cent.  But  such 
lection,  it  woukl  naturally  be  in  fkvour  of  that  was  the  evil  influence  of  the  Bengal  invest- 
ialerest  to  which  they  could  not  be  indifier-  ment,  that  not  only  the  profits  of  the  Chinese 
ent.  The  company  might  suflfer  above,  the  trade,  but  of  all  the  lucrative  branches  taken 
nativee  might  suffer  below ;  the  intermediate  together,  were  so  sunk  and  ingulfed  in  it, 
oarty  must  profit  to  the  prejudice  of  both.  that  the  whole  profit  on  a  capital  of  7,045,- 

Your  commiUee  are  of  opinion  that  the  164/.  reached  to  no  more  than  684,489/. ;  that 

company  is  now  arrived  at  that  point  when  the  is,  to  189,607/.  less  than  the  profit  on  the 

ittveetmoit,  from  surplus  revenue,  or  from  the  Chinese  trade  alone ;  less  than  the  total  profits 

Kpoil  of  war  ceasing,  it  is  become  much  more  on  the  gainful  trades  taken  together,  520,727/. 

necessary  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a  com-  It  is  very  remarkable  that  in  the  year  1778, 

mefctal  basis.    And  this  opinion  led  your  when  the  Bengal  investment  stood  at  the 

coomittee  to  a  detailed  review  of  all  the  ar-  highest,  that  is,  so  high  as  1,223,816/.  though 

tides  of  the  Indian  traffick  upon  which  the  the  Chinese  trade  produced  an  excess  of  gain 

profit  and  loss  was  steady  ;  and  we  have  cbo-  in  that  year  of  209,243/.  and  that  no  loss  of 

sen  a  period  of  four  years,  during  the  contin-  moment  eould  be  added  to  that   of  Bengal 

nance  of  the  revemie  investment,  and  prior  (except  about  45,000/.  on  the  Bombay  trade) 

to  any  borrowing,  or  any  extraordinary  draw-  the  whole  profit  of  a  capital  of  2,040,787/. 

ing  of  biUs,  in  order  to  find  out  how  far  the  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  9,480/. 

trade,  under  circumstances  when  it  will  be  Thecircumstancesof  the  time  have  rendeiv 

necessary  to  carry  it  on  by  Wrrowing,  or  by  ed  it  necessary  to  call  up  a  vigorous  attention 

bills,  or  by  exportation  of  bul  ion,  can  be  to  this  state  c^  the  trade  of  £e  company  be« 

mstained  in  the  fi»rmer  course ,  so  as  to  secure  tween  Europe  and  India. 
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uiTSRBAL  TRADB  OF  BKSiaAL.  P^'^t''  lervanU  obteioed  a  mighty  ucenknt 

over  the  native  princes  of  Bengal,  who  owed 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  haa  next  at-  their  eleration  to  the  British  arme.    The 

tracted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee.  company,  whidi  was  new  to  that  kind  of 

The  great  and  valuable  articles  of  the  com-  power,  and  not  yet  thoroughly  apprized  of  its 
pany's  investment,  drawn  from  the  articles  of  real  character  and  situation,  considered  itself 
-miernal  trade,  are  raw  silk,  and  various  de-  still  as  a  trader  in  the  territories  of  a  foreign 
■criptions  of  piece  goods  made  of  silk  and  potentate,  in  the  prosperity  of  whose  country 
cotton.  These  articles  are  not  under  any  it  had  neither  interest  nor  duty.  The  ser* 
fbrmal  monopoly  :  nor  does  the  company  at  vants,  with  the  same  ideas,  followed  their  fbi* 
liresent  exercise  a  declared  right  of  pre-  tune  in  the  channels  in  which  it  had  hitherto 
onption  with  regard  to  tliem.  But  it  does  ran,  only  enlarging  them  with  the  enlargement 
not  appear  that  the  trade  in  these  particulars  of  their  power.  Fa.  their  first  ideas  of  profit 
is  or  can  be  perfectly  free ;  not  so  mudi  on  were  not  official ;  nor  were  their  oppressions 
account  of  any  direct  measures  taken  to  pre-  those  of  ordinary  despotism.  The  first  in- 
vent it,  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  struments  of  their  power  were  formed  out  of 
country,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  on  busi-  evasions  of  their  antient  subjection.  The 
ness  there.  For  the  pr^sen^  trade,  even  in  passport  of  the  company  in  tbo  hands  ot  its 
these  articles,  is  built  Arom  the  ruins  of  old  servants  was  no  longer  under  any  restraint ; 
monopolies  and  pre-emptions,  and  necessarily  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  immunity  be- 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  its  materials.  gan  to  cover  all  the  merchandise  of  the  coun- 

In  order  to  show  in  what  manner  manufiu>  try.    Cossim  Ali  Kh&n,  the  second  of  the 

tures  and  trade  ho  constituted  contribute  to  nabobs,  whom  they  had  set  up,  was  but  ill  dis- 

tbe  prosperity  of  the  natives,  your  committee  posed  to  the  instruments  of  his  greatness, 

conceives  it  proper  to  take,  in  this  place,  a  He  bore  the  yoke  of  this  imperious  commerce 

short  general  view  of  the  progress  of  the  with  the  utmost  impatience :  he  saw  his  sub- 

Englisn  policy  with  relation  to  the  commerce  jects  excluded  as  aliens  from  their  own  trade, 

of  Bengal,  and  the  several  stages  and  grada-  and  the  revenues  of  the  prince  overwhelmed  in 

tions  by  which  it  has  been  brought  into  its  the  ruin  of  the  commerce  of  his  dominions, 

actual  state.     The  modes  of  abuse,  and  the  Finding  his  reiterated  remonstrances  on  the 

means  by  which  commerce  has  suffered,  will  extent  and  abuse  of  the  passport  ineffectual, 

be  considered  in  greater  detail  under  the  dis-  he  had  recourse  to  an  imexpected  expedient, 

tinct  heads  of  those  objects  which  have  chiefly  which  was  to  declare  his  resolution  at  once  to 

suffered  by  them.  annul  all  the  duties  on  trade,  setting  it  equal- 

During  the  time  of  the  Mogul  government,  ly  firee  to  subjects  and  to  foreigners, 
the  princes  of  that  race,  who  omitted  nothing         Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  op- 
for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  in  their  pressions  of  monopoly  more  forcible,  more 
dominions,  bestowed  very  large  privileges  simple,  or  more  equitable:  no  sort  of  plausible 
and  immunities  on  the  English  East-India  objection  could  be  made ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
company,  exempting  them  from  several  duties,  to  think  of  evading  it.    It  was  therefore  met^ 
to  which  their  natural-bom  subjects  were  with  the  confidence  of  avowed  and  determined 
liable.     The  company's  dustuck,  or  passport,  injustice.     The  presidency  of  Calcutta  open- 
secured  to  them  this  exemption  at  all  the  cus-  ly  denied  to  the  prince  the  power  of  protect- 
tom-houses  and  toll-bars  of  "he  country.  The  ing  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  by  the  remission 
company  not  being  able,  or  not  choking  to  of  his  own  duties.     It  was  evident  that  his 
make  use  of  their  privilege  to  the  full  extent  authority  drew  to  its  period  ;  many  reasons 
to  which  it  might  ba  carried,  indulged  their  and  motives  concurred,  and  his  fall  was  has- 
servants  with  a  qualified  use  of  their  passport,  tened  by  the  odium  of  the  oppressions  which 
under  which,  and  in  the  name  of  the  company,  ho  exercised  voluntarily,  as  well  as  of  those 
(hey  carried  on  a  private  trade,  either  by  them-  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  submit, 
selves,  or  in  society  with  natives ;  and  thus        When  this  example  was  made,  Jaffier  Ali 
found  a  compensation  for  the  scanty  allow-  Kh&n,  who  had  been  deposed  to  make  room 
ances  made  to  them  by  their  masters  in  Eng-  for  the  last  actor,  was  brought  from  penury 
land.     As  the  country  government  was  at  that  and  exile  to  a  station,  the  terms  of  which  he 
time  in  the  fulness  of  its  strength,  and  that  could  not  misunderstand.    During  his  life, 
this  immunity  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  and  in  the  time  of  his  children,  who  succeeded 
U  was  naturally  kept  within  tolerable  limits,  to  him,  parts  of  the  territorial  revenue  wer« 

But  by  the  revolution  in  1757,  the  com-  assigned  to  the  company ;  and  the  whole,  un- 
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(ter  the  name  of  the  residency  at  the  nahob*a  their  concerns  in  India,  and  to  lay  the  founda* 

ooart,  wasbrooght,  directly  or  indirectly,  uh  tions  of  a  system  of  restraint  on  the  ezorbi« 

der  the  controal  of  British  subjects.     The  tancies  of  Uieir  senrants.    Accordingly,  so 

company't  senrants,  armed  with  authorities  early  as  the  year  1765,  they  confine  them  tea 

delegat«i  from  the  nominal  government,  or  trade  only  in  articles  of  export  and  import ; 

attended  with  what  was  a  stronger  guard,  the  and  strictly  prohibit  them  from  all  dealing  in 

Cune  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as  magis-  objects  of  internal  consumption.    About  the 

trates  in  the  markets,  in  which  they  deah  as  the  same  time,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta 

traders.     It  was  impossible  for  the  natives  in  found  it  necessary  to  put  a  restraint  upon 

general  to  distinguish,  in  the  proceedings  of  themselves,  or  at  least  to  make  a  show  of  a 

the  same  persons,  what  was  transacted  on  the  disposition  (with  which  the  directors  appear 

company's  account,  from  what  was  done  on  much  satisfied)  to  keep  their  own  enormoua 

their  own  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  so  difficult  to  power  within  bounds, 

draw  this  line  of  distinction,  that,  as  long  as  But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  inten- 

the  company  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim  tions,  either  of  the  directors  or  the  preridency, 

at  any  advantage  to  itself  in  the  purchase  of  both  found  themselves  unequal  to  the  execo* 

any  commodity  whatever,  so  long  will  it  be  tion  of  a  plan,  which  went  to  defeat  the  pro* 

impracticable  to  prevent  the  servants  availing  jects  of  aknost  all  the  English  in  India ;  poa* 

themselves  of  the  same  privileges.  sibly  comprehending  some  who  were  madcen 

The  servants,  therefore,  for  themselves,  or  of  the  regulations.    For  as  the  complaint  of 

for  their  employers,  monopolized  every  article  the  country,  or  as  their  own  interest  predomi- 

of  trade,  foreign  and  domestick ;  not  only  nated  with  the  presidency,  they  were  alwayi 

the  raw  merchantable  commodities,  but  the  shifting  from  one  course  to  the  other ;  so  that 

manufactures ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the  it  became  as  impossible  for  the  natives  to 

necessaries  of  life,  or  what,  in  these  countries,  know  upon  what  principle  to  ground  any 

habit  has  confoimded  with  them ;   not  only  commercial  speculation,  from  the  uncertain^ 

silk,  cotton,  piece  goods,  opium,  salt-petre,  of  the  law,  under  which  they  acted,  as  it  was 

but  not  unfirequently  salt,  tobacco,  betel  nut,  when  they  were  oppressed  by  power,  without 

and  the  grain  of  most  ordinary  consumption,  any  colour  of  law  at  all ;  for  the  directors,  in 

In  the  name  of  the  country  government  they  a  few  months  after  they  had  given  these  tokena 

laid  on  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure  of  approbation  to  the  above  regulations  in 

heigfitened  or  lowered,  all  duties  upon  goods  :  fiivour  of  the  country  trade,  tell  the  preai« 

die  whole  trade  of  the  country  was  either  de-  dency,  "  It  is  with  concern  we  see,  in  every 

stfoyed  or  in  shackles.     The  acquisition  of  page  of  your  consultations,  reatrictionty  &'m^ 

the  Duann^,  in  1765,  bringing  the  English  tatiorUy  prohibitionif  €ifeetmg  varioua  artielea 

into  the  immediate  government  of  the  country,  of  trade.** 

in  iu  most  essential  branches,  extraded  and  On  their  side,  the  presidency  freely  confess 

confirmed  all  the  former  means  of  monopoly,  that  these  monopolies  of  inland  trade  "  wera 

In  the  progress  of  these  ruinous  measures,  the  foundation  of  all  the  bloodsheds,  massa- 

through  all  their  details,  innumerable  griev-  cres,  and  confusions,  which  have  happened  of 

ances  were  suffered  by  the  native  inhabitants,  late  in  Bengal." 

which  were  represented  in  the  strongest,  that  Pressed  in  this  urgent  manner,  the  directors 

is,  their  true  colours,  in  England.    Whilst  came  more  specifically  to  the  grievance,  and 

the  &r  greater  part  of  the  British  in  India  at  once  annul  all  the  passports  with  whidi 

were  in  eager  pursuit  of  the  forced  and  exor-  their  servants  traded  without  duties,  holding 

bitant  gains  of  a  trade  earned  on  by  power,  out  means  of  compensation,  of  which  it  does 

oontests  naturally  arose  among  the  competi-  not  appear  that  any  advantage  was  taken.    In 

tors ;  those,  who  were  overpowered  by  their  order  that  the  duties  which  existed,  should  no 

rivals,  became  loud  in  their  complaints  to  the  longer  continue  to  burthen  the  trade  either  ot 

court  of  directors,  and  were  very  capable,  the  servants  or  natives,  they  ordered  that  a 

from  experience,  of  pointing  out  every  mode  numlwr  of  oppressive  toll-bars  should  be  taksn 

of  abase.  A^'<^yi  u>d  the  whole  number  reduced  to  nine 

The  court  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  of  the  most  considerable, 

tlfeough  very  slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  When  Lord  Clive  was  sent  to  Bengal  to 

coontry,  which  was  ravaged  by  this  sort  of  effect  a  reformation  of  the  many  abuses  which 

eooameroe,  was  their  own.    These  complaints  prevailed  there,  he  considered  monopoly  to  bo 

oUiged  the  directors  to  a  strict  examination  so  inveterate  and  deeply  rooted,  and  the  just 

into  the  real  sources  of  the  mismanagement  of  rewards  of  the  company's  serrants  to  bt  ao 
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oomplicated  with  that  injustice  to  th«  coun-  trading  capital  employed  against  themselves 
trjf  that  the  latter  could  not  easily  be  romov-  and  against  the  natives,  and  struggling  in  vain 
ed  without  taking  away  the  former.  He  against  abuses,  which  were  inseparably  con- 
adopted,  therefore,  a  plan  for  dealing  in  cer-  nected  with  the  system  of  their  own  preference 
tain  articles,  which,  as  he  conceived,  rather  in  trade,  in  the  year  1773  they  came  to  the 
ought  to  be  called  "  a  regulated  and  restrict-  manly  resolution  of  setting  an_  example  to 
ed  trade"  than  a  formal  monopoly.  By  this  their  servants,  and  gave  up  all  use  of  power 
plan  he  intended  that  the  profits  should  be  dis-  and  influence  in  the  two  grand  articles  of  their 
tributod  in  an  orderly  and  proportioned  man-  investment,  silk  and  piece  goods.  They  di- 
ner fur  the  reward  of  servic<»,  and  not  seized  rected  that  the  articles  should  be  bought  at  an 
by  each  individual  according  to  the  measure  equal  and  publick  market  from  the  native 
of  his  boldness,  dexterity,  or  influence.  merchants:  and  this  order  they  directed  to 

But  this  scheme  of  monopoly  did  not  sub-  bo  published  in  all  the  principal  marts  of 

■ist  long,  at  least  in  that  mode,  and  for  those  Bengal. 

purposes :  three  -of  the  grand  monopolies.  Your  conmiittee  are  clearly  of  opinion, 
those  of  opium,  salt,  and  salt-petre,  were  sue-  that  no  better  method  of  purchase  could  be 
cessively  by  the  company  taken  into  their  own  adopted.  But  it  soon  appeared,  that  in  deep- 
hands.  The  produce  of  the  sale  of  the  two  rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  the  wisest  pr in- 
former articles  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  ciples  of  reform  may  be  made  to  operate  so 
goods  for  their  investment ;  the  latter  was  destructively,  as  wholly  to  discredit  the  de- 
eiported  in  kind  for  their  sales  in  Europe,  sign,  and  to  dishearten  all  persons  from  the 
The  senior  servants  had  a  certain  share  of  prosecution  of  it.  The  presidency,  who  seem- 
emolument  allotted  to  them  from  a  commis-  ed  to  yield  with  the  utmost  reluctance  to  the 
■ion  on  the  revenues.  The  junior  servants  execution  of  these  orders,  soon  made  the  di- 
were  rigorously  confined  to  salaries,  on  which  rectors  feel  their  evil  influence  upon  their 
they  were  unable  to  subsist  according  to  their  own  investment.  For  they  found  the  silk  and 
rank.  They  were  strictly  ordered  to  abstain  cotton  cloths  rose  twenty-five  per  cent,  above 
from  all  dealing  in  objects  of  internal  com-  their  former  price,  and  a  further  rise  of  forty 
nerce.  Those  of  export  and  import  were  per  cent,  was  announced  to  them. 
left  open  to  young  men  without  mercantile 

experience,  and  wholly  unprovided  with  mer-  •^— 
cantile  capitals;    but  abundantly  furnished 

with  large  trusts  of  the  publick  money,  and  bilk. 
with  all  the  powers  of  an  absolute  govern" 

ment.    In  this  situation,  a  religious  absti-  What  happened  with  regard  to  raw  silk 

nence  from  all  illicit  gain  was  prescribed  to  is  still  more  remarkable,  and  tends  still  more 

men  at  nine  thousand  miles  distance  firom  the  clearly  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  commercial 

seat  of  the  supreme  authority.  servitude  during  its  unchecked  existence,  and 

Your  committee  is  far  from  meaning  to  the  consequences  which  may  be  made  to  arise 

justify,  or  even  to  excuse  the  oppressions  and  from  its  sudden  reformation.    On  laying  open 

cruelties   used  by  many,    in  supplying  the  the  trade,  the  article  of  raw  silk  was  instantly 

deficiencies  of  their  regular  allowances  by  all  enhanced  to  the  company  full  eighty  per  cent, 

manner  of  extortion.    But  many  smaller  ir-  The  contract  for  that  commodity,  wound  ofT 

regularities  may  admit  some  alleviation  from  in  the  Bengal  method,  which  used  to  sell  for 

Ihoice.     Nor  does  your  committee  mean  to  less  than  six  rupees,  or  thirteen  shillings  foi 

express  any  desire  of  reverting  to  the  mode  two  pounds  weight,  arose  to  nine  rupees,  or 

(contrived  in  India,  but  condemned  by  the  near  twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk 

iirectors)  of  rewarding  the  servants  of  an  was  very  soon  after  contracted  for  at  fourteen, 

higher  class  by  a  regulated  monopoly.     Their  The  presidency  accounted  for  this  rise,  by 

object  is  to  point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the  observing,  that  the  price  had  before  been  m'bi~ 

system,  by  which  restrictions  were  laid  that  trari/j  and  that  the  persons  who  purveyed  fo 

oould  have  little  or  no  effect,  whilst  want  and  the  company,  paid  no  more  than  **  what  vra 

power  were  suffered  to  be  united.  judged  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  th 

But  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  at  that  first  providers."    This  fact  explains,  more 

time,  though  not  altogether  judicious,  were  in  fully  than  the  most  laboured  description  can 

luany  respects  honourable  to  them,  and  fa-  do,  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  monopoly  on  the 

▼curable,   in  the  intention  at  least,  to  the  cultivators.     They  had  the  su/^eteney  of  their 

eountfy  they  governed.      For  finding  their  maintenance  measured  out  by  the  judgment  M 
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thoM  who  were  to  profit  by  their  labour ;  and     in  general  farmed  for  five  years,  and  the  a»- 
this  measure  was  not  a  great  deal  more,  by     gregate  increase  estimated  at  only  183,170 
their  own  account,  than  about  two-thirds  of    pounds  sterling  (on  a  supposition  that  such 
the  value  of  that  labour.     In  all  probability     increase  will  be  realized)  yet  if  the  iinn«i||| 
it  was  much  less ;  as  these  dealings  rarely     investment  be  sixty  lacks,  and  the  advance  of 
passed  through  intermediate  hands  without     price  thirty  per  cent,  only,  such  advance  will 
leaving  a  considerable  profit.     These  oppres-     exceed  the  mereaee  of  the  revenue  by  no  Urn 
vions,  it  will  be  observed,  were  not  confined     than  6Z9yS30  jxmndM  sterling." 
to  the  company's  share,  which  however  cover-         The  indignation  which  the  directors  felt  at 
•d  a  great  part  of  the  trade ;  but  as  this  wna     being  redu<^  to  this  distressing  situation  wit 
in  article  permitted  to  the  servants,  the  same     expressed  to  their  servants  in  very  strong 
power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been     terms.     They  attributed  the  whole  to  their 
extended  over  the  whole,  as  the  market  must     practices,  and  say,  '*  We  are  far  from  beuDg 
be  equalized,  if  any  authority  at  all  is  extend-     convinced  that  the  competition  which  tenda 
^  over  it  by  thoee  who  have  an  interest  in     to  raise  the  price  of  goods  in  Bengal  is  wholly 
the  restraint.     The  price  was  not  only  raised,  between  public  European  companies,  or  be- 
but  in  the  manufactures  the  quality  was  do-  tween  merchants  in  general,  who  export  to 
^ased  nearly  in  an  equal  proportion.     The  foreign  markets :  we  are  rather  of  opinion 
directors  conceived,  with  great  reason,  that  that  the  sources  of  this  grand  evil  have  beeo 
this  rise  of  price  and  debasement  of  quality  the  extraordinary  privileges  granted  to  indi- 
arose  not  from  the  effect  of  a  free  market,  viduals  in  our  service,  or  under  our  license,  to 
bat  firom  the  servants  having  taken  that  op-  trade  without  restriction  throughout  the  pro- 
portunity  of  throwing  upon  the  market  of  vinces  of  Bengal ;  and  the  encouragement 
their  masters  the  refuse  goods  of  their  own  they  have  had  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  ut- 
private  trade,  at  such  exorbitant  prices  as  by  termost,  even  in  such  goods  as  were  proper 
mutual  connivance  they  were  pleased  to  set-  for  our  investment,  by  observing  the  succesi 
tie.     The  mischief  vvas  greatly  aggravated  by  of  those  persons  who  have  from  time  to  time 
lu  happening  at  a  time  when  the  company  found  meane  to  diapoee  qf  their  merehandiee  to 
were  obliged  to   pay  for  their  goods  with  our  govemew  and  eouneily  though  of  so  bad  a 
bonds  bearing  an  high  interest.  quality  as  to  be  sokl  here  with  great  difficulty, 
The  perplexed  system  of  the  companjr's  after  having  been  frequently  refused,  and  put 
concerns,  composed  of  so   many  opposite  up  at  the  next  sale  without  price,  to  the  very 
movements  and  contradictory  principles,  ap-  great  discredit  and  disadvantage  of  the  ooan- 
pears  no  where  in  a  more  clear  light.    If  pany."    In  all  probability  the  directors  were 
trade  continued  under  restraint,  their  terri-  not  mistaken ;  for,  upon  an  inquiry  instituted 
torial  revenues  must  suffer  by  checking  the  soon  after,  it  was  found  that  CantA  BabO,  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country ;  if  they  set  Banian,  or  native  steward  and  manager  to 
it  ft«e,  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  price  Mr.  Hastings  (late  president)  held  two  of 
and  debase  the  quality  of  the  goods ;  and  this  these  contracts  in  his  own  name  and  that  of 
again  fell  upon  the  revenues  out  of  which  the  his  son,  for  considerably  more  than  one  him- 
payment  for  the  goods  vras  to  arise.     The  dred  and  fif^  thousand  pounds.      This  die- 
observations  of  the  company  on  that  occasion  covery  brought  on  a  prohibition  from  the  court 
are  just  and  sagacious,  and  they  will  not  per-  of  directors  of  that  suspicious  and  dangerous 
mit  the  least  doubt  concerning  the  policy  of  dealing  in  the  stewards  of  persons  in  high 
these  unnatural  trades.     "  The  amount  of  office.     The  same  man  held  likewise  farms 
oar  Bengal  cargoes  from  1769  to  1773,  is  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
1,901,194  pounds  sterling,  and  if  the  average  sand  pounds  a  year  of  the  landed  revenue, 
increase  of  price  be  estimated  at  twenty-five  with  the  same  suspicious  appearance,  oon- 
per  cent,  only,  the  amount  of  such  increase  is  trary  to  the  regulations  made  under  Mr. 
7t5,S98  pounds  sterling."    "  The  above  cir-  Hastings's  own  administration. 
cnnetances  are  exceedingly  alarming  to  us ;        In  the  mortifying  dilenmia  to  which  the  di* 
bat  what  must  be  our  concern  to  find  by  the  rectors  found  themselves   reduced,  whereby 
•dvioes  of  our  president  and  coimcil  of  1773,  the  ruin  of  the  revenues,  cither  by  the  fi-ee- 
that  a  further  advance  of  forty  per  cent,  on  dom  or  the  restraint  of  trade,  was  evident, 
Bengal  goods  was  expected  m  allowed  to  they  considered  the  first  as  most  rapid  and 
be^e  consequence  of  advertisements  then  urgent ;  and  therefore  once  more  revert  to  the 
pablished,  authorizing  a  free  trade  in  the  ser-  system  of  their  antient  pre-emption,  and  de- 
vioe?**    "  We  find  the  Duann6  revenues  are  stroy  that  freedom,  which  they  had  so  lately 
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fend  with  so  much  lolemnity  proclainMd,  and  appear  that  any  thing  very  material  was  dona 

that  before  it  could  be  abused  or  even  enjoy-  in  consequence  of  it. 

ad.     They  declare,  tfiat  "  unwilling  as  wo  The  trade  became  nominally  free ;  but  the 

are  to  return  to  the  farmer  eoerdve  •yttem  of  course  of  business  established  in  consequence 

proriding  an  investment,  or  to  abridge  that  of  coercive  monopoly  was  not  easily  altered, 

fireedom  of  commerce  which  has  been  so  lately  In  order  to^render  more  distinct  the  principles 

eatablished  in  Bengal,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  course 

finding  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  strike  at  and  habit  of  business  so  very  difficult  to 

the  rooi  of  an  evil  which  has  been  so  severely  change  as  long  those  principles  exist,  your 

felt  by  the  company,  and  which  can  no  longer  committee  think  it  will  not  be  useless  here  to 

be  supported,  we  hereby  direct  that  all  per-  enter  into  the  history  of  the  regulations  made 

■ons  whatever  in  the  company's  service  or  in  the  first  and  fiivourite  matter  of  the  com- 

under  our  protection^  be  absolutely  prohibited,  pany's  investment,  the  trade  in  raw  nlkf  from 

by  publick  advertisement,  fh>m  trading  in  any  the  commencement  of  these  regulations  to  the 

of  those  articles  which  compose  our  invest-  company's  perhaps    finally  abandoning   all 

ment,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  on  account  share  in  the  trade,  which  was  their  object, 
of  and  for  the  East-India  company,  until  their 

Investment  is  completed."  — — -^ 

As  soon  as  this  order  was  received  in  Ben- 
gal, it  was  construed,  as  indeed  the  words  Raw  silk. 
teemed  directly  to  warrant,  to  exclude  all  na-  Thc  trade  in  raw  sOilc  was  at  all  times 
lives,  as  well  as  servants,  fit>m  the  trade,  until  more  popular  in  England  than  really  advan- 
the  company  was  supplied.  The  company's  tageous  to  the  company.  In  addition  to  the 
pre-emption  was  now  authoriutively  re-  old  jealousy  which  prevailed  between  the 
astablished,  and  some  feeble  and  ostensible  company  and  the  manufactory  mterest  of 
regulations  were  made  to  relieve  the  weavers  England,  they  came  to  labour  under  no  small 
who  might  suffer  by  it.  The  directors  ima-  odium  on  account  of  the  distresses  of  India, 
fined  that  the  re-establishment  of  their  coer-  The  publick  in  England  perceived,  and  felt 
eive  system  would  remove  the  evil,  which  with  a  proper  sympathy,  the  sufferings  of  the 
fraud  and  artifice  had  grafted  upon  one  more  eastern  provinces  in  all  cases  in  which  they 
rational  and  liberal.  But  they  were  mis-  might  be  attributed  to  the  abuses  of  power 
taken ;  for  it  only  varied,  if  it  did  so  much  as  exercised  under  the  company's  authority.  But 
Tary,  thc  abuse.  The  servants  might  as  es-  they  were  not  equally  sensible  to  the  evils 
tentially  injure  thoir  interest  by  a  direct  exer-  which  arose  from  a  system  of  sacrificing  the 
cise  of  their  power,  as  by  pretexts  drawn  fi-om  being  of  that  country  to  the  advantage  of  this, 
the  freedom  of  the  natives;  but  with  this  fatal  They  entered  very  readily  into  the  former, 
difference,  that  the  frauds  upon  the  company  but  with  regard  to  the  latter  were  slow  and 
must  be  of  shorter  duration  imder  a  scheme  of  incredulous.  It  is  not,  therefore,  extraordi- 
fleedom.  That  state  admitted,  and  indeed  nary  that  the  company  should  eiideavour  to 
led  to  means  of  discovery  and  correction,  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  publick  by 
whereas  the  system  of  coercion  was  likely  to  fiJling  in  with  its  prejudices.  Thus  they 
be  permanent.  It  carried  force  further  than  were  led  to  increase  the  grievance,  in  order 
served  the  purposes  of  those  who  authorized  to  allay  the  clamour.  They  continued  still 
it ;  it  tended  to  cover  all  frauds  with  obscurity,  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  still  more  systemati- 
and  to  bury  all  complaint  in  despair.  The  cally,  that  plan  of  conduct  which  was  the 
next  year  therefore,  that  is,  in  the  year  1776,  principal  though  not  the  most  blamed  causa 
the  company,  who  complained  that  their  or-  of  the  decay  and  depopulation  d*  the  country 
ders  had  been  extended  beyond  their  inten-  committed  to  their  care, 
tions,  made  a  third  revolution  in  the  trade  of  With  that  view,  and  to  fiimish  a  cheap 
Bengal.  It  was  set  free  again,  so  far,  at  supply  of  materials  to  the  manufactures  of 
least,  as  regarded  the  native  merchants ;  but  England,  they  formed  a  scheme  which  tended 
in  so  imperfect  a  manner,  as  evidently  to  to  destroy,  or,  at  least,  essentially  to  impair 
leave  the  roots  of  old  abuses  in  the  ground,  the  whole  manufacturing  interest  of  Bengal. 
The  supreme  court  of  judicature  about  this  A  policy  of  that  sort  could  not  fail  of  being 
time  (177^  also  fulminated  a  charge  against  highly  popular,  when  the  company  submitted 
nonopolies,  without  any  exception  of  those  itself  as  an  instrument  for  the  improvement 
authorized  by  the  company.     But  it  does  not  of  British  manufactures,  instead  of  being  theii 
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MMt  danfwous  iiTml,  as  heretofore  they  had  render  it  a  field  for  the  produce  of  crude  mat^ 

oeen  always  represented.  rials,  subservient    to    the    manuflurtures  of 

They  aooordingly  notified  to  their  presi-  Great  Britain.     The  manufacturing  hands 

dency  in  Bengal,  in  their  letter  of  the  17th  of  were  to  be  seduced  from  their  looms  by  high 

March,  1769,  that  *'  there  was  no  branch  of  wages,  in  order  to  prepare  a  raw  produce  for 

of  their  trade  they  more  ardently  wish  to  ex-  our  market ;  they  were  to  be  locked  up  in  the 

tend  than  that  of  raw  silk.**     They  disclaim,  factories;  and  the  commodity  acquired  bj 

however,  all  desire  of  employing  compulsory  these  operations  was,  in  this  immature  state, 

measures  for  that  pnrpose,  but  recommended  carried  out  of  the  country,  whilst  its  looms 

every  mode  of  encouragement,  and  particular-  would  be  left  without  any  material  but  the 

ly  by  augmented  wages,  **  in  order  to  induce  debased  refuse  of  a  market  enhanced  in  its 

nunufaeturen  of  wrought  nlk  to  quU  that  price,  and  scanted  in  its  supply.    By  the  in- 

btanchj  and  take  to  the  winding  of  raw  eUk.**  crease  of  the  price  of  this  and  other  materiab, 

Having  thus  found  means  to  draw  hands  manufactures,  formerly  the  most  flourishing, 

from  the  manufacture,  and  confiding  in  the  gradually  disappeared  under  the  protection  of 

strength  of  a  capital  drawn  from  the  publick  Great  Britain,  and  were  seen  to  rise  again 

revenues,  they  pursue  their  ideas  fi-om  the  and  flourish  on  the  opposite  coast  of  India, 

purchase  of  their  manufacture  to  the  purchase  under  the  dominion  of  the  Mahrattas. 

of  the  material  in  its  crudest  state.    **  We  These  restraints  and  encouragements  seem 

recommend  you  to  give  an  increased  prieef  if  to  have  had  the  desired  efiect  in  Bengal,  with 

necessary,  to  a»  to  take  thtU  trade  out  of  the  regard  to  the  diversion  of  labour  from  mano- 

hande  of  other  mercftonK  and  rived  nationt.**  fiusture  to  materials.     The  trade  of  raw  silk 

A  double  bounty  was  thus  given  against  the  increased  rapidly.     But  the  company  very 

manufactures,  both  in  the  labour  and  in  the  soon  felt,  in  the  increase  of  price  uid  debase- 

materials.  ment  of  quality  of  the  wrought  goods,  a  loss 

It  is  rery  remarkable  in  what  manner  their  to  themselves  which  fully  counterbalanced  all 

vehement  pursuit  of  this  object  led  the  direo  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  nation 

tors  to  a  speedy  oblivion  of  those  equitable  fit>m  the  increase  of  the  raw  commodity.  The 

corrective  before  interposed  by  them,  in  or-  necessary  effect  on  the  revenue  was  also  fore- 

der  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  which  were  ap-  told  very  early.    For  their  servants  in  the 

parent  in  the  scheme  if  lefl  to  itself.     They  principal  silk  factories  declared,  that  the  ob> 

could  venture  so  little  to  trust  to  the  bounties  struction  to  the  private  trade  in  silk  must  in 

given  from  the  revenues,  a  trade  which  had  a  the  end  prove  detrimental  to  the  revenues, 

tendency  to  dry  up  their  source,  that,  by  the  and  that  the  investment  clashes  with  the  ool- 

cime  they  had  proceeded  to  the  SSd  paragraph  lection  of  these  revenues.    Whatsoever,  by 

of  their  letter,  they  revert  to  those  very  com-  bounties  or  immunities,  is  encouraged  out  of 

pulsory  means  which  they  disclaimed  but  a  landed  revenue,  has  certainly  some  tendency 

three  paragraphs  before.     To  prevent  silk-  to  lessen  the  nett  amount  of  that  revenue, 

winders  from  working  in  their  private  houses,  and  to  forward  produce  which  does  not  yield 

where  they  might  work  for  private  traders,  to  the  gross  collection,  rather  than  one  that 

and  to  confine  them  to  the  company's  facto-  does. 

nes,  where  they  could  only  be  employed  for  The  directors  declare  themselves  unable  to 

the  company's   benefit,  they  desire  that  the  understand  how  this  could  be.     Perhaps  it 

newly-acquired  power  of  government  should  was  not  so  diflicult.     But,  pressed  as  they 

be  effectually  employed  :  "  Should  (say  they)  were  by  the  greatness  of  the  payments,  whidi 

thi<  practice,  through  irusttention,  have  been  they  were  compelled  to  make  to  government 

suffered  to  take  place  again,  it  will  be  proper  in  England,  the  cries  of  Bengal  could  not  be 

to  put  a  stop  to  it,  which  may  now  be  more  ^  heard  among  the  contending  claims  of  the 

fectuaUy  done  by  an  abeoltUe  prohibition^  ttn-  general  court,  of  the  treasury,  and  of  Spital 

der  severe  penaUieSj  by  the  authority  of  gO'  Fields.     Thespeculationof  the  directors  was 

vemment."  originally  fair  and  plausible  (510  far  as  the 

This  letter  contains  a  perfect  plan  of  policy,  mere  encouragement  of  the  commodity  ex- 
both  of  compulsion  and  encouragement,  which  tended.)  Situated  as  they  were,  it  was  hard- 
must,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  operate  ly  in  their  power  to  str  p  themselves  in  the 
destructively  to  the  manufactures  of  Bengal,  course  they  had  begun.  They  were  obliged 
Its  effect  must  be  (so  far  as  it  could  operate  to  continue  their  resolution  at  any  hazard,  in* 
without  being  eluded)  to  change  the  whole  creasing  the  investment.  "The  state  of^ our 
of  that  uidustrious  countrv,  in  order  to  afiai.'S  (say  they)  requires  the  utmost  exteiw 
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sioo  of  your  investments.    Tou  are  not  to  be,  in  future,  tnocie  ^efwra/,  and  «(r>c(/yi 

forbear  sending  even  those  sorts  which  are  at'  tained" 

tended  with  lou,  in  case  such  should  be  nc-  This  system  must  bare  an  immediate  ten- 

osuary  to  supply  an  investment  to  as  great  dency  towards  disordering  the  trade  of  India, 

tA  amount  as  ycu  can  provide  from  your  own  and  must  finally  end  in  great  detriment  to  the 

rt$ource» ;  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  company  itself.     The  effect  of  the  restrictive 

your  being  thereby  enabled  to  increase  your  system  on  the  weaver  is  evident.     The  au- 

consignments  of  this  valuable  branch  of  na-  thority  given  to  the  servants  to  buy  at  an  ad- 

tioaal  commerce,  even  to  the  utmost  of  your  vanced  price,  did,  of  necessity,  furnish  means 

Irishes.     But  it  is  our  positive  order,  that  no  and  excuses  for  every  sort  of  fVaud  in  their 

part  of  such  investment  be  provided  with  purchases.      The   instant  the  servant  of  a 

borrowed  money,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  merchant  is  admitted,  on  his  own  judgment, 

draughts  upon  our  treasury  in  London ;  since  to  overbid  the  market,  or  to  send  goods  to  his 

the  license,  which  has  already  been  taken  in  master  which  shall  sell  at  loss,  there  is  no 

this  respect,  has  involved  us  in  difficulties,  longer  any  standard  upon  which  his  unfair 

which  we  yet  know  not  how  we  shall  sur-  practices  can  bo  estimated,  or  any  effectual 

mount."  means  by  which  they  can  be  restrained.    The 

This  very  instructive  paragraph  lays  open  hope,  entertained  by  the  directors,  of  confining 

the  true  origin  of  the  internal  decay  of  Bengal,  this  destructive  practice  of  giving  an  enhanced 

The  trade  and  revenues  of  that  country  were  price  to  a  particular  spot  must  ever  bo  found 

(as  the  then  system  must  necessarily  have  totally  delusive.     Speculations  will  be  affect 

been)  of  secondary  consideration  at  best.  Pre-  ed  by  this  artificial  price  in  every  quarter  in 

sent  supplies  were  to  be  obtained,  and  present  which  markets  can  have  the  least  communica- 

demands  in  England  were  to  be  avoided,  at  tion  with  each  other. 

•very  expense  to  Bengal.  In  a  very  few  years  the  court  of  directors 

The  spirit  of  increasing  the  investment  began  to  feci,  even  in  Leadenhall-street,  the 

firom  revenue  at  any  rate,  and  the  resolution  %ffotls  of  trading  to  loss  upon  the  revenues, 

of  driving  all  competitors,  Europeans  or  na-  especially  on  those  of  Bengal. 

tives,  out  of  the  market,  prevailed  at  a  period  In  the  letter  of  February,  1774,  they  ob- 

ftill  more  early,  and  prevailed  not  only  in  serve,  that  **  looking  back  to  their  accounts 

Bengal,  but  seems,  more  or  less,  to  have  dif>  for  the  four  preceding  years,  on  several  of  the 

fused  itself  through  the  whole  sphere  of  the  descriptions  of  silk,  there  has  been  an  in- 

company ^s  influence.     In  1768  they  gave  to  creona^  loss^  instead  of  any  alteration  for  the 

the  presidency  of  Madras  the  following  me-  better  in  the  last  year's  productions.     This 

morable  instruction,  strongly  declaratory  of  (they  say)  threatens  the  destruction  of  that 

their  general  system  of  policy.  valuable  branch  of  national  commerce."  And 

^*  We  shall  depend  upon  your  prudence  then  they  recommend  such  regulations  (as  if 

(say  they)  to  discourage  foreigners ;  and  be-  regulations  in  that  state  of  things  could  be  of 

ing  intent,  as  you  have  been  repeatedly  ac-  any  service)  as  may  obtain  "  a  profit  in  fu- 

quainted,  on  bringing  home  as  great  a  part  of  ture,  instead  of  so  considerable  a  loss,  which 

the  revenues  as  possible  in  your  manufiictures,  we  can  no  longer  sustain." 

the  out-bidding  them  in  those  parts  where  they  Tour  committee  thought  it  necessary  to  in- 

Interfbre  with  you,  would  certainly  prove  an  quire  into  the  losses  which  had  actually  been 

effectual  step  for  answering  that  end.     We  suffered  by  this  unnatural  forced  trade ;  and 

therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  offer  such  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the  season  of  1776, 

increase  of  price  as  you  sluJl  deem  may  be  to  be  77,650/. ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it  arose 

consistently  given ;  that,  by  beating  them  out  to  168,205/.     This  was  so  great  that  worse 

of  the  market,  the  quantities  by  you  to  be  pro-  could  hardly  be  apprehended  ;  however,   in 

vided  may  be  proportionably  enlarged ;  and  if  the  season  of  1778,  it  amounted  to  255,070/. 

you  take  this  method,  it  is  to  be  so  cautiously  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruinously  great,  because 

practised  as  not  to  enhance  the  prices  in  the  the  whole  import  was  not  so  considerable  , 

places  immediately  under  your  controul.    On  but  it  still  stood  enormously  high  ;  so  high  as 

this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  approval  of  141,800/.     In  the  whole  four  years  it  came  to 

your  prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Cuddalore  642,725/.     The  observations  of  the  directors 

from  making  up  any  cloth  of  the  same  sort-  were  found  to  be  fully  verified.     It  is  re- 

ments  that  are  provided  for  us  ;  and  if  such  markable  that  the  same  article  in  tho  China 

liFohibition  is  not  now,  it  «ihould  by  all  means  trade  produced  a  considerable  and  tmifb 
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pralit.    On  this  drcttmstance  little  obaeirir    from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  sale. 

tioB  is  neoeassry .  Soon  after,  they  formed  a  regular  scale  of  fixed 
Daring  the  time  of  their  struggles  for  en-     pricesi  above  which  they  found  thejr  coujcl  not 
larging  this  losing  trade,  which  they  consider-     trade  without  loss. 

ed  as  a  national  object,  what  in  one  point  of        Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  methods 
riew  it  was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  grossly  to  secure  themselves  against  future  losses,  tha 
mismanaged,  mi^t  have  been  in  more  than  Bengal  ships  which  arrived  in  that  year,  an* 
one ;  in  this  part  it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the  nounced  nothing  but  their  continuance.    Some 
directors  a  very  great  share  of  merit ;  no  de-  articles  by  the  high  price,  and  others  from 
gree  of  thought,  of  trouble,  or  of  reasonable  their  ill  quality,  were  sudi "  as  never  could 
ezp«nse,  was  spared  by  them  for  the  improve-  answer  to  be  sent  to  Europe  at  any  price." 
■ent  of  the  commodity.     They  framed  with  The  directors  renew  their  prohibition  of  mak- 
diligence,  and  apparently  on  very  good  infor-  ing  fresh  contracts,  the  present  being  gene- 
mation,  a  code  of  manufacturing  regulations  rally  to  expire  in  the  year  1781 .    But  this  trade 
fcr  that  purpose ;  and  sev^al  persons  were  whose  fundamental  policy  might  have  admitted 
seat  oat,  conversant  in  the  Italian  method  of  of  a  doubt  as  applied  to  Bengal,  (whatever  it 
preparing  and  winding  silk,  aided  by  proper  might  have  been  with  regard  to  England,)  was 
omchines  for  facilitating  and  perfiscting  the  now  itselfoxpiring  in  the  hands  of  llw  company, 
work.     This,  onder  proper  care,  and  in  course  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  govem- 
ef  time,  might  have  produced  a  real  improve-  ment  for  power  to  enlarge  their  capacity  of  re- 
Bcat  to  Bengal ;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  it  ceiving  bills  upon  Europe.     The  purchase  bv 
namrally  drew  the  business  firom  native  man-  these  bills  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  silk, 
tgeaent ;  and  it  caused  a  revulsion  firom  the  and  order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece  goods, 
trade  and  manufactures  of  India,  which  led  as  Thus,  having  found  by  experience,  that  this 
aatnrallyand  inevitably  to  an  European  mo-  trade,  whilst  carried  on  upon  the  old  princi- 
Dopoly,  in  some  hands  or  other,  as  any  of  the  pies,  (of  whatever  advantage  it  might  have 
■odes  of  coercion,  which  were  or  could  be  em-  been  to  the  British  manufacturers,  or  to  the  in- 
pk>yed.     The  evil  was  present  and  inherent  dividuals  who  were  concerned  in  it  in  Bengal,) 
in  the  act.     The  soeans  of  letting  the  natives  had  proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  company, 
into  the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of  pro-  the  directors  resolved  to  expunge  the  raw  silk 
doce  was  likely  to  be  counteracted  by  the  gene-  from  their  investment.     They  gave  up  the 
ral  ill  coodoct   of  the  company's  concerns  whole  to  private  traders,  on  condition  of  pay- 
abroad.     For  a  while,  at  least  it  had  an  efi*ect  ing  the  freight,  charges  and  duties ;  permit 
■till  worse ;  for  the  company  purchasing  the  ting  them  to  send  it  to  Europe  in  the  compa- 
raw  cocoon,  or  silk-pod,  at  a  fixed  rate,  the  ny's  ships  upon  their  own  account. 
first  producer,  who,  whilst  he  could  wind  at  The  whole  of  this  history  will  serve  to  de- 
bs own  house,  employed  his  family  in  this  monstrate  that  all  attempts,  which  in   their 
laboor,  and  couU  procure  a  reasonable  liveli-  original  system,  or  in  their  necessary  con- 
aoed  fay  buying  up  the  cocoons  for  the  Italian  sequences,  tend  to  the  distress  of  India,  must, 
filature,  now  incurred  the  enormous  and  ruin-  and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  them- 
oas  loss  of  fiAy  per  cent.     This  appears  in  a  selves  felt  even  by  those  in  whose  favour  such 
leoer  to  the  preridency,  written  by  Mr.  Bough-  attempts  have  been  made.     India  may  pos- 
ton  Rouse,  now  a  member  of  your  committee,  sibly,  in  some  fbture  time,  bear  and  sup- 
But,  for  a  long  time,  a  considerable  quantity  port  itself  under  an  extraction  of  measure  or 
of  that  in  the  old  Bengal  mode  of  winding  or  of  goods;   but  much  care  ought  to  be 
was  bought  for  the  company  from  contractors,  taken,  that  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be  greater 
and  it  continues  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present  in  quantity,  and  prior  in  time  to  the  waste. 
time;  but  the  directors  complain,  in  their  let-  On  abandoning  the  trade  in  silk  to  private 
ler  of  the  ISth  of  May,  1780,  that  both  species,  hands,  the  directors  issued  some  prohibitions 
particularly  the  latter,  had  risen  so  extrava-  to  prevent  monopoly ;  and  they  gave  some  di- 
gaatly,  that  it  was  become  more  than  forty  rections  about  the  improvement  of  the  trade. 
per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifleen  years  The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  dircc- 
•go.     In  that  state  of  price  they  condemn  tions  prudent ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
tbsir  servants,  v«ry  justly,  for  entering  into  that  whilst  all  the  means,  instruments,  and 
eoatr»cts  for  tlvee  years ;  and  that  for  seve-  powers  remain,  by  which  monopolies  were 
rml  kinds  of  silk,  of  very  different  goodness,  made,  and  through  which  abuses  formerly  pre- 
o^on  averages  un&irly  formed,  were  the  com-  vailed,  all  verbal  orders  will  be  fruitless. 
Modities,  tveraged  at  an  equal  price,  difiered  This  branch  of  trade,  being  so  long  priiid 
Vol.  UI.— 3. 
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pillj  manmged  by  tho  coin{Muij*8  t«rvaiits  for  to  about  three  hundred  thouMnd  pounds  Tains 
dw  companyi  and  under  its  authority,  can-  in  cloths.  In  the  year  1776,  it  hadfiUlen  to 
not  be  easily  taken  out  of  their  hands  and  pass  about  two  hundred  thousand,  or  two-thirds  of 
to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be  car-  its  former  produce.  Of  this  the  coinpany*s 
ried  on  without  the  controul  naturally  inher-  demand  amounted  only  to  a  fourth  part,  that 
ent  in  all  participation.  It  is  not  difficult  is,  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  yearly.  This 
to  conceive  how  this  forced  preference  of  was  at  thai  time  provided  by  agents  for  the 
traffick  in  a  raw  commodity  must  have  in-  company,  under  the  inspection  of  their  com- 
jured  the  manufactures,  while  it  was  the  mercial  servants.  On  pretence  of  securing 
policy  of  the  company  to  continue  the  trade  an  advantage  ibr  this  fourth  part  of  their  mas* 
on  their  own  account.  The  servants,  so  &r  ters,  they  exerted  a  most  violent  and  arbitrary 
from  deviating  from  their  course,  since  they  power  over  the  whole.  It  was  asserted  thiU 
have  taken  the  trade  into  their  own  manage-  they  fixed  the  company's  mark  to  stich  goods 
ment,  have  gone  much  further  into  it.  The  as  they  thought  fit  (to  all  goods,  as  stated  ic 
proportion  of  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  one  complaint)  and  disposed  of  them  as  they 
to  be  augmented.  The  proportion  of  the  thought  proper,  excluding  not  only  all  the  na- 
whole  cargoes  for  the  year  1783,  divided  tive  dealers,  but  the  Dutch  company  and  pri- 
into  sixteen  parts,  is  ten  of  raw  silk,  and  vate  English  merdiants ;  that  they  made  ad- 
six  only  of  manufactured  goods.  Such  is  vanccs  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their 
the  proportion  of  this  losing  article  in  the  known  ability,  to  repay  in  goods  within  the 
scheme  (or  the  investment  of  private  for-  year ;  and  by  this  means,  having  got  them  ic 
tunes.  d^t,  held  them  in  perpetual  servituide.  Their 
In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sending  the  in-  inability  to  keep  accounts  left  them  at  the  dis- 
vestment  on  account  of  the  company,  to  be  cretion  of  the  agents  of  the  supreme  power  to 
paid  in  bills  upon  Europe,  no  mention  is  made  make  their  balances  what  they  pleased,  and 
of  any  change  of  these  proportions.  Indeed,  they  recovered  them  not  by  legal  process, 
some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  article  of  but  by  seizure  of  their  goods  and  arbitrary  iuK 
silk  with  regard  to  its  price ;  and  it  is  not  prbonment  of  their  persons.  One  and  the 
improbable  that  the  price ;  to  the  master  and  same  dealer  made  the  advance,  valued  the  re- 
the  servant  will  be  very  different;  but  they  turn,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment, 
cannot  make  profitable  purchases  of  this  ar-  and  executed  the  process, 
tide,  without  strongly  condemning  all  the  for-  Mr.  Rouse,  chief  of  the  Dacca  province, 
mer  purchases  of  the  board  of  trade.  who  struggled  against  those  evils,  says,  that 

in  the  year  1773  there  were  no  balances  due, 

— ^—  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on  by  the  native 

brokers.     In  less  than  three  years  these  ba- 

CLOTHS,  OR  PIECE  GOODS.  lances  amounted  to  an  immense  sum  ;  a  sum 

lost  to  the  company,  but  existing  in  full  force 
The  general  system  above  stated  relative  for  every  purpose  of  oppression.  In  the 
to  the  silk  trade,  must  materially  have  aflfect-  amount  of  these  balances,  almost  every  wea- 
ed  the  manu&ctures  of  Bengal,  merely  as  it  ver  in  the  country  bore  a  part,  and  consequent- 
was  a  system  of  preference.  It  does  by  no  ly  they  were  almost  all  caught  in  this  snare, 
means  satisfactorily  appear  to  your  commit-  ^'They  are,  in  general,*'  (says  Mr.  Rouse,  in 
tee,  that  the  freedom  held  out  by  the  company's  a  letter  to  General  Clavering,  delivered  to 
various  orders  has  been  ever  (blly  enjoyed,  or  your  committee  )  "  a  timid,  helpless  people ; 
that  the  grievances  of  the  native  merchants  and  many  of  them  poor,  to  the  utmost  degree  c^ 
manufacturers  have  been  redressed.  For  we  wretchedness ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts, 
find,  on  good  authority,  that  at  that  very  peri-  industrious  as  it  were  by  instinct ;  unable  to 
od  at  which  it  might  be  supposed  that  these  defend  themselves  if  oppressed ;  and  satisfied, 
orders  had  their  operation,  the  oppressions  if  with  continual  labour  they  derive  from  the 
were  in  full  vigour.  They  appear  to  have  (all-  &ir  dealing  and  humanity  of  their  employer, 
en  heaviest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formerly  a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  families.** 
the  great  staple  for  the  finest  goods  in  India ;  Such  were  the  people  who  stood  accused  by 
a  place  once  full  of  opulent  merchants  and  the  company's  agents,  ta  pretending  gricvan* 
dealers  of  all  descriptions.  ces,  in  order  to  be  excused  the  pajrment  oC 
The  city  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  their  balances.  As  to  the  conmiercial  state 
prevalence  of  the  East-India  company's  in-  of  the  province  in  general,  Mr.  Rouse  repre- 
flueooo  and  authority,  manu&ctured  annually  seots  it  <'to  be  for  these  two  years  a  perpeto* 
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of  complaint  and  disputation :—  are  firm  and  determined ;  asserting  the  ri|^t 

the  company's  agents  professing  to  pay  hi^ier  and  policy  of  such  restraints,  and  laying  do^ 

rates  to  weavers,  whilst  the  Leadenhall  sales  a  rule  for  his  conduct  at  the  factory,  which,  ha 

abowed  an  beairy  loss  to  the  company.     The  says,  will  give  no  cause  of  just  complaint  to 

weavers  have  even   travelled  in  multitudes,  private  traders.     He  adds,  "  I  have  no  doidA 

to  prefer  their  complaints  at  the  presidency,  but  that  they  have  hitherto  provided  invesU* 

The  amount  of  the  investment,  comparatively  ments,  and  it  cannot  turn  to  my  interest  to 

amali,  with  balances  comparatively  large,  and,  preclude  them  noWf  though  I  must  ever  think 

as  I  understand,  generally  contested  by  the  it  my  duty  to  combat  the  private  views  of  indi- 

weavers.     The  native  merchants,  called  de-  viduals,  who  tet  themselveB  up  a»  compttiiicm 

iSUf  removed  from  their  influence  as  prejudi-  under  that  very  body,  imder  whose  license 

cial  to  the  company's  concerns;  and  Euro-  and  indulgence  only  they  can  derive  their  privi- 

pean  merchants  complaining  against  undue  lege  of  trade ;  all  I  contend  for  is  the  tome 

influeDoe  of  the  company's  commercial  agents,  it\fiuenc€  my  employers  have  ever  had."    He 

in  preventing  the  free  purchase  even  of  those  ends  by  declining  any  reply  to  any  of  their 

goods  which  the  company  never  takes.**  future  refeiences  of  this  nature. 

The  spirit  of  thoee  agents  will  be  fully  com-  The  whole  of  this  extraordinary  letter  is 

preheoded  fitxn  a  state  of  the  proceedings  be-  inserted  in  the  appendix.  No.  51 ;  and  Mr. 

fare  Mr.  Rouse  and  counsel,  on  the  complaint  Rouse's  minute  of  observations  upon  it  in  ap- 

of  a  Mr.  Cree,  an  English  free  merchant  at  pendix,No.  62,  fully  reiliting  the  few  pretexts 

Dacca,   who  has  been  twice  treated  in  the  alleged  in  that  extraordinary  performance,  in 

noEM  injurious  manner  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  support  of  the  trade  by  influence  and  authori^. 

Hurst,  the  commercial  chief  at  that  place.  Mr.  Hollond,  one  of  the  counsel,  joined  Mr. 

On  his  complaint  to  the  board  of  the  seizure  of  Rouse  in  opinion,  that  a  letter  to  the  purport 

the  goods  and  imprisonment  of  his  agents,  of  that  minute  should  be  written,  but  they 

Mr.  Hurst  was  cailled  upon  for  an  explana-  were  overruled  by  Messrs.  Purling,  Hogarth, 

tioa.    la  return,  he  informed    them  that  he  and  Shakespeare,  who  passed  a  resolution  to 

had  sent  to  one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  con-  defer  sending  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hurst,  and 

oeming  the  matter  of  fact  alleged.     The  im-  none  was  ever  sent.     Thus  they  gave  coun- 

partial  person  sent  to  make  this  inquiry,  was  tcnance  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter, 

the  very  man  accused  of  the  oppressions  into  as  well  as  to  the  mischievous  practices,  which 

which  be  was  sent  to  examine.    The  answer  of  must  inevitably  arise  from  the  exercise  of  such 

Mr.  Hurst  is  in  an  hi^  and  determined  tone,  power.    Some  temporary  and  partial  relief 

He  does  not  deny  that  there  are  some  instan-  was  given  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Mr. 

ce«  of  abuse  of  power.    "  But  I  ask,"  says  Rouse ;  but  he  shortly  after  removing  from 

be, "  what  oMthority  can  guard  against  the  con-  that  government,  all  complaints  were  dropped, 

duct  of  individuals ;  but  that  a  nngU  instance  It  is  remarkable,  that  during  the  long  and 

cannot  be  brought  of  a  general  depravity.*'  warm  contest  between  the  company's  agents 

Your  committee  have  reason  to  believe  these  and  the  dealers  of  Dacca,  the  board  of  trade 

coercive  measures  to  have  been  very  general,  seem  to  have  taken  a  decided  part  against  the 

though  employed  according  to  the  degree  of  re-  latter.     They  allow  some  sort  of  justice  in  the 

sistance  oppoecd  to  the  monopoly ;  for  we  find,  complaints  of  the  manufacturers  with  regard 

at  one  time,  the  whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  in-  to  low  valuation,  and  other  particulars  :  but 

velved  in  the  general  servitude.    But  it  ap-  they  say,  that  "  although  (during  the  time  of 

pears  very  extraordinary  that  nothing  but  the  pre-emption)  it  appears  that  the  weavers  tocrs 

actual  proof  of  a  gtnerol  abuse  could  aflfect  a  not  aUmotd  the  same  liberty  of  selling  to  intU- 

practice,  the  very  principle  of  which  tends  to  viduals  they  before  enjoy^ ;  our  opinion  on 

■ake  the  coercion  as  general  as  the  trade,  the  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have  ori- 

Bfr.  Hurst's  reflection  concerning  the  abuse  ginated  upon  the  premeditated  designs  of  the 

of  amikority  is  just ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  alto-  delAls  [factors  or  brokers]  to  tftwart  the  new 

getber    inapplicable,   because  the  complaint  mode  of  carrying  on  the  company's  business, 

was  not  of  the  abuse,  but  of  the  use  of  authori-  and  to  render  tkemselvee  necessary."    They 

ty  in  matters  of  trade,  which  ought  to  have  say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground 

free.    He  throws  out  a  variety  of  invi-  for  the  dissatis&ctions  and  difficulties  of  the 


dioos  reflections  against  the  council,  as  if  they     weavers ;  "  that  they  are  owing  to  the  deUtls, 
waated  zeal  for  the  company's  service ;  his     whose  aim  it  is  to  be  employedr 


Lioo  of  his  practices,  and  his  declara^        This  desire  of  being  employed,  and  of  ren- 
Jnti  of  bis  resolution  to  persevere  in  them,     dering  themselves  necessary,  in  men,  whose 
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ooly  business  it  is  to  be  employed  in  trade,  is  this  subject,  and,  at  this  period,  full  of  tbem, 

fionsidered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  as  could  not  think  themselves  justifiable  in  no' 

no  trivial  offence ;  and  accordingly  they  de-  stating  them  to  the  house, 

dare,  "  they  have  established  it  as  on  invcai-  Your  committee  have  found  many  heavy 

gbU  ntUf  thai  tohatever  d^fideney  there  might  charges  of  oppression  against  Mr.  Barwell, 

be  in  the  Dacca  investment,  no  purchase  of  whilst  factory  chief  at  D^bcca ;  which  oppres- 

the  manufactures  of  that  quarter  shall  be  made  sions  are  stated  to  have  continued,  and  even 

for  account  of  the  company  from  private  mer-  to  have  been  aggravated  on  complaint  at  Cal- 

chants.    We  have  passed    this    resolution,  cutta.     These  complaints  appear  in  leverml 

vrfaich  we  deem  of  importance,  from  a  persua-  memorials  presented  to  the  supreme  counct. 

lion  that  private  merchants  are  oflen  inditeed  of  Calcutta,  of  which  Mr.  Barwell  was  t 

to  make  advances  for  Dacca  goods  not  by  the  member.     They  appeared  yet  fully  and  mora 

ordinary  chance  of  sale,  but  merely  fi-om  an  strongly  in  a  bill  in  chancery,  filed  in  the  su- 

ezpectation  of  disposing  of  them  at  an  en-  preme  court,  which  was  afterwards  recorded 

hanced  price  to  the  company,  against  whom  before  the  govemour-general  and  council,  and 

1  rivaUhip  is  by  this  manner  encouraged ;"  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors, 

ind  they  say, "  that  they  intend  to  observe  the  Your  committee,  struck  with  the  magai- 

tatne  rule  with  respect  to  the  investment  of  tude  and  importance  of  these  charges,  and 

other  of  the  factories,  from  whence  similar  finding  that  with  regard  to  those  before  the 

complaints  may  come.*'  council  no  regular  investigation  has  ever  taken 

This  positive  rule  is  opposed  to  the  positive  place ;  and  finding  also  that  Mr.  Barwell  had 

directions  of  the  company,  to  employ  those  asserted,  in  a  minute  of  council,  that  he  had 

obnoxious  persons  by  preference.    How  &r  given  a  full  answer  to  the  allegations  in  that 

this  violent  use  of  authority,  for  the  purpose  bill ;  ordered  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  be  laid 

uf  destroying  rivalship,  has  succeeded  in  re-  before  your  committee,  that  they  might  be 

ducing  the  price  of  goods  to  the  company,  enabled  to  state  to  the  house  how  far  it  appear- 

has  been  made  manifest  by  the  facts  before  ed  to  them  to  be  fiill,  how  far  the  charges 

stated  in  their  place.  were  denied  as  to  the  fact,  or,  where  the  facts 

The  recriminatory  charges  of  the  company's  might  be  admitted,  what  justification  was  set 
agents  on  the  native  mercluuits  have  made  very  up.  It  appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  deter- 
little  impression  on  your  committee.  We  mine  on  the  true  situation  of  the  trade  and  the 
have  nothing  in  favour  of  them  but  the  asser-  merchants  of  that  great  city  and  district, 
tion  of  a  party  powerful  and  interested.  In  The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has 
such  cases  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  informed  your  committee,  that  no  copy  of  the 
your  committee  are  led  irresistibly  to  attach  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  India  house  ;  nor 
abuse  to  power,  and  to  presume  that  suffering  has  your  committee  been  able  to  discover  that 
and  hardship  are  more  likely  to  attend  on  any  has  been  transmitted.  On  this  failure, 
weakness,  than  that  any  combination  of  un-  your  committee  ordered  an  application  to  be 
protected  individuals  is  of  force  to  prevail  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  for  a  copy  of  his  answer 
over  influence,  power,  wealth,  and  authority,  to  the  bill,  and  any  other  information  with 
Thecomplaintsof  the  native  merchants  ought  which  ho  might  be  furnished  with  regard  to 
not  to  have  been  treated  in  any  of  those  modes  that  subject. 

in  which  they  were  then  treated.    And  when  Mr.  Barwell,  after  reciting  the  above  let- 

men  are  in  the   situation    of  complainants  ter,  returned  in  answer  what  follows : 

against  unbounded  power,  their  abandoning  "Whether  the  records  of  the  supreme  court 

their  suit  is  fkr  from  a  full  and  clear  pro<rf'  of  judicature  are  lodged  at  the  India  House,  I 

of  their  complaints  being  groundless.     It  is  am  ignorant,  but  on  those  records  my  answer 

not  because  redress  has  been  rendered  im-  is  certainly  to  be  found.    At  this  distance  tt 

practicable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  time,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot,  from  memory,  re- 

nor  is  the  despair  of  sufferers  any  allevia-  cover  the  circumstances  of  this  affair;  but  this 

tion  of  their  afflictions.    A  review  of  some  I  know,  that  the  bill  did  receive  a  complete 

ofthe  most  remarkable  of  the  complaints  made  answer,  and  the  people  the  fullest  satisfao 

by  the  native  merchants  in  that  province  is  so  tion ;  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remark  on 

essential  for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  ofthe  the  state  of  parties  at  that  time  in  Bengal, 

commercial  administration,  and  the  real  con-  could  party  have  brought  forward  any  particU 

dition  of  those  concerned  in  trade  there,  that  of  that  bill,  supported  by  any  verified  ftcU 

▼our  committee,  observing  the  recorcb  on  The  principle  tlutt  introduced  it  in  the  pro* 
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eeedu^s  of  the  (^▼ernour-gener&l  and  council,  it  is  complete,  it  will  preclude  all  ezplanatioD 

irould  Ukf  wise  have  given  the  verification  of  as  unnecessary.                        , 

Ihat  one  circumstance,  whatever  that  might  *^  I  am,  sir, 

save  been.    As  I  generally  attend  in  my  place  '<  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ID  the  bouse,  I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  any  "  RICHARD  HARWELL." 

invitation  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  "  St.  Jamet^-tquare^  22d  Aprils  1783." 

to  attend  their  investigations  up  stairs,  with 

every  information  and  light  in  my  power  to  "P.  S.     As  I  am  this  moment  returned 

give  them."  from  the  country,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to 

"  8t.  Jama^-MqtMBref  Ibth  April,  1783."  be  earlier  in  acknowledging  your  letter  of 

the  17th." 

Your  committee  considered,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter  charged  in  the  several  peti-  Your  committee  applied  to  Mr.  Harwell,  to 
tions  to  the  board,  no  sort  of  specifick  answer  communicate  any  papers  which  might  tend  to 
had  betsn  given  at  the  time  and  place  where  the  elucidation  of  matters  before  them,  in 
tJMry  were  made,  and  when  and  where  the  par-  which  he  was  concerned.  This  he  has  de- 
ties  might  be  examined  and  confronted.  It  was  dined  to  do.  Your  committee  conceive,  that 
considered  also  that  the  bill  had  been  trans-  under  the  orders  of  the  house,  they  are  by  no 
mitted  with  other  papers  relating  to  the  same  means  obliged  to  make  a  complete  state  of  all 
matter,  to  the  court  of  directors,  with  the  the  evidence  which  may  tend  to  criminate  or 
knowledge  and  consent  of  Mr.  Harwell ;  and  exculpate  every  person  whose  transactions  they 
that  ho  states  that  his  answer  had  been  filed,  may  find  it  expedient  to  report ;  this,  if  not 
and  no  proceedings  had  upon  it  for  cightem  specially  ordered,  has  not  hitherto  been,  ai 
months.  In  that  situation  it  was  thought  they  apprehend,  the  usage  of  any  committee  of 
something  extraordinary,  that  no  care  was  this  house.  It  is  not  for  your  committee,  but 
taken  by  him  to  transmit  so  essential  a  paper  for  the  discretion  of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and 
as  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no  copy  of  it  for  the  wisdom  of  the  house  to  institute  such 
in  his  bands.  proceedings  as  may  tend  finally  to  condemn  or 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficulty,  thought  acquit.     The  reports  of  your  committee  are 

themselves  obliged  to  declare  any  verbal  ex-  no  cliarges,  though  they  may  possibly  fumiah 

planatioD  from  the  person  who  is  defendant  in  matter  for  charge  ;  and  no  representations  or 

the  suit,  relative  to  matters,  which  on  the  observations  of  theirs  can  either  clear  or  c<h>> 

put  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  record,  vict,  on  any  proceeding  which  may  hereaiVer 

and  to  leave  the  whole  matter,  as  it  is  charged,  be  grounded  on  the  facts  which  they  produce 

to  the  judgment  of  the  house,  to  determine  to  the  house.     Their  opinions  are  not  of  a 

bow  iar  it  maybe  worthy  of  a  further  inquiry,  judicial  nature.     Your  committee  has  taken 

or  bow  far  they  may  admit  such  allegations  abundant  care  that  every  important  fact  in 

as  yoar  committee  could  not  think  themselves  their  report  should  be  attended  with  the  au- 

josttfied  in  receiving.  thority  for  it,  either  in  the  course  of  their  re- 

To  this  effect  your  conmiittee  ordered  a  flections  or  in  the  appendix ;  to  report  every 

letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.   Harwell,  from  thing  upon  every  subject  before  them,  which 

whom  they  received  the  following  answer :  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  company, 

would  be  to  transcribe,  and  in  the  event  to 

"  Sir,  print  almost  the  whole  of  those  voluminous 

"  In  coDsequeoce  of  your  letter  of  the  17th,  papers.     The  matter  which  appears  before 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  them,  is,  in  sununary  manner,  this : 

select  committee,  that  I  expect  from  their  The  Dacca  merchants  begin  by  complain" 

ustice,  on  any  matter  of  publick  record,  in  ing,  that  in  November,  1773,  Mr.  Richard 

which  I  am  personally  to  be  brought  forward  Harwell,  then  chief  of  Dacca,  had  deprived 

to  the  notice  of  the  house,  that  they  will,  at  thom  of  their  employment  and  means  of  sub- 

the  same  time,  point  out  to  the  house  what  sistence  ;   that  he  had  extorted  from  them 

part  of  such  matter  has  been  verified,  and  44,224  Arcot  rupees  (4,731 /.)  by  the  terrour 

what  parts  have  not,  nor  ever  were  attempted  of  his  threaU,  by  long  imprisonment  and  cruel 

to  be  verified,  though  introduced  in  debate,  confinement  in  the  stocks;   that  afierwardi 

•■d  entered  on  the  records  of  the  govemour-  they  were  confined  in  a  small  room  near  the 

fsaeral  and  council  of  Hengal.    I  am  anxious  factory  gate,  under  a  guard  of  sepoys ;  thai 

the  information  should  be  complete,  or  the  their  food  was  stopped,  and  they  remained 

wiUMibeoQoipetMittojttdge;  andif  itarTiDgAwboledAy;  that  thej  were  not  per- 
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mitted  to  take  their  (bod  till  next  day  at  noon,  is  circamstantiai  and  remarkable.    They  saj, 

and  were  again  brought  back  to  the  same  con*  "  that  on  their  arrival,  to  their  astonishment 

finement,   in  which  they  were  continued  fi>r  they  toon  learned  that  the  gottemour^  who  had 

six  days,  and  were  not  set  at  liberty  until  formerly  been  violently  enraged  against  tha 

they  had  given  Mr.  Barwell's  banyan  a  cer-  taid  Richard  BartDeU,for  different  improprif 

tificate  tor  forty  thousand  rupees;  that  in  (Aes  in  hiit  condtKt,  was  now  reconciled  to  him , 

July,  1774,  when  Mr.  Barwell  had  lefl  Dto-  and  that,  ever  since  there  was  a  certainty  of  his 

ca,  they  went  to  Calcutta  to  seek  justice ;  modesty's  appointments  taking  place  in  India, 

that  Mr.  Barwell  confined  them  in  his  house  from  being  the  most  inveterate  enemies,  they 

at  Calcutta,  and  sent  them  back  under  a  guard  were  now  become  the  most  intimate  friends  ; 

of  peons  to  Dacca ;  that  in  December,  1774,  and  that  this  account  soon  taught  them  to  6«> 

on  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Europe,  lieve  they  were  not  cmy  nearer  justice  from 

they  returned  to  Calcutta,  and  preferred  their  their  journey  to  Calcutta,  than  they  had  been 

comphLint  to  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  b^cre  at  Dacca.** 

The  bill  in  chancery  filed  against  Richard  When  this  bill  of  complaint  was,  in  1776, 
Barwell,  John  Shakespeare,  and  others,  con-  laid  before  the  council,  to  be  transmitted  to 
tains  a  minute  specification  of  the  various  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Barwell  c<»nplaiii* 
acts  of  personal  cruelty,  said  to  be  practised  ed  of  the  introduction  of  such  a  paper,  and  as- 
hy Mr.  Barwell's  orders,  to  extort  money  serted  that  he  had  answered  to  every  pardcss' 
from  these  people.  Among  other  acts  of  a  lar  of  it  on  oath,  about  eighteen  months,  and 
similar  nature,  he  is  charged  with  having  or-  that,  during  this  long  period,  no  attempt  had 
dered  the  appraiser  of  the  company's  cloths,  been  made  to  eontrovertf  refute^  or  even  to 
who  was  an  old  man,  and  who  asserts  that  he  ply  to  it. 

had  faithfully  served  the  company  above  six-  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  proper  to 

teen  years,  without  the  least  censure  on  his  ter  his  answer  on  the  records  along  with  the 

conduct,  to  be  severely  flogged  without  rea-  bill  of  whose  introduction  he  complained, 

son.  On  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Barwell 

In  the  manner  of  confining  the  del&ls  with  in  his  minute  (September,  1776,)  your  com- 
ten  of  their  servants,  it  is  charged  on  him,  mittee  observe,  that,  considering  him  only  as 
that,  "  when  he  first  ordered  them  to  be  put  an  individual,  under  prosecution  in  a  court  of 
into  the  stocks,  it  was  at  a  time  when  the  justice,  it  might  be  sufficient  for  him  to  ex- 
weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  hibit  hi9  defence  in  the  court  where  he  waa 
very  heavy,  without  allowing  them  the  least  accused;  butthatasamemberofgovemment| 
covering  for  their  heads,  or  any  part  of  their  specifically  charged  before  that  very  govem- 
body,  or  any  thing  to  raise  them  from  the  wet  ment  with  abusing  the  powers  of  his  office  in 
ground  ;  in  which  condition  they  were  con-  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  for  purpose! 
tinued  for  many  hours,  until  the  said  Richard  (as  they  allege)  highly  corrupt  and  criminal, 
Barwell  thought  proper  to  remove  them  into  a  it  appears  to  your  committee  hardly  sufficiral 
far  worse  state,  if  possible,  as  if  studying  to  ex-  to  say  that  he  had  answered  elsewhere.  The 
ercise  the  most  cruel  acts  of  barbarity  en  them,  matter  was  to  go  before  the  court  of  directors, 
he. — And  that  during  their  imprisonment  to  whom  the  question  of  his  conduct  in  that 
they  were  frequently  carried  to  and  tortured  situation,  a  situation  of  the  highest  power  and 
in  the  stocks,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  the  trust,  was  as  much  at  least  a  question  of 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun  was  insupportable,  state,  as  a  matter  of  redress  to  be  solely  left  to 
notwithstanding  which  they  were  denied  the  the  discretion,  capacity,  or  perseverance  of 
least  covering."  These  men  assert  that  they  individuals.  Mr.  Barwell  might  possibly  b« 
had  served  the  company,  without  blame,  for  generous  enough  to  take  no  advantage  of  hii 
thirty  years— a  period  commencing  long  be-  eminent  situation ;  but  these  unfortunate  peo> 
fore  ths  power  of  the  company  in  India.  pie  would  rather  look  to  his  power  than  his 

It  was  no  flight  aggravation  of  this  severi-  disposition.    In  general,  a  man  so  cireum- 

ty,  that  the  objects  were  not  young,  nor  of  the  stanced  and  so  charged  (though  we  do  not 

lowest  of  the  people,  who  mi^,  by  the  rigour  know  this  to  be  the  case  with  Mr.  Barwell) 

of  their  constitutions,  or  by  the  habits  of  htu^  might  easily  contrive,  by  legal  advantages,  Vb 

ship,  be  enabled  to  bear  up  against  treatment  escape.    The  plaintiffs  being  at  a  great  dia- 

■o  ibll  of  rigour.    They  were  aged  pers<Nis.  tance  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  poaai- 

They  were  men  of  a  reputable  profession.  bly  afi*ected  by  fear  or  fiitigue,  or  seeing  the 

The  account  given  by  these  merdiants  of  impossibility  of  sustaining,  with  the  ruins  of 

Iheir  first  joan«y  to  Cdcatta,  in  July,  1774.  fortunes  nsrer  perhaps  Yery  opulent,  a  suit 
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•gainst  wealth,  power,  and  influenoe,  a  com-  of  the  trade  should  not  &11  into  the  handi  of 
promise  miffat  even  take  place,  in  which  cir-  those  who,  with  the  name  and  authority  of  the 
eomstances  mifht  make   the  complainants  governing  persons,  have  such  extensive  con- 
gladly  acquiesce.    But  the  publick  injury  is  tracts  in  their  hands.    It  appears  in  eri- 
Dot  in  the  least  repaired  by  the  acquiescence  dei^,  that  natives  can  hardly  trade  to  the 
of  individuals,  as  it  touched  the  honour  of  the  best  advantage  (your  committee  doubt  whe- 
very  higbnt  parts  of  government.    In  the  ther  they  can  trade  to  any  advantage  at  all) 
opinion  of  your  committee,  some  means  ought  if  not  joined  with  or  countenanced  by  British 
to  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  bill  to  a  dis-  subjects.     The  directors  were,  in  1776,  so 
cussion  on  the  merits ;   or,  supposing  that  strongly  impressed  with  this  notion,  and  con- 
iQcfa  decree  could  not  be  obtained,  by  reason  oeived  the  native  merchants  to  have  been  even 
of  any  failure  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  then  reduced  to  so  low  a  state,  that,  notwith- 
pliintifis,  some  process,  official  or  juridical,  standing  the  company's  earnest  desire  of  giv- 
oo^^ht  to  have  been  instituted  against  them,  ing  them  a  preference,  they  "  doubt  whether 
which  might  prove  them  guilty  of  slander  and  there  are  at  at  this  time  in  Bengal  native 
de&ination,  in  as  authentick  a  manner  as  they  merchants  possessed  of  property  adequate  to 
htd  made  their  charge  before  their  council  as  siich  undertaking,  or  of  credit  and  responsi- 
well  as  the  court.  bility  sufficient  to  make  it  safe  and  prudent  to 
By  the  determinati(Hi  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  trtist  them  with  such  sums  as  might  be  neoes* 
the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  trade,  it  is  MTf  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
BDch  to  be  apprehended  that  the  native  mer^  ments  with  the  company." 
^sotile  interest  must  be  exceedingly  reduced.  The  effect,  which  so  long  continued  a  mo- 
Tbe  above-mentioned  resolutions  of  the  board  nopoly,  followed  by  a  pre-emption,  and  then 
of  frade,  if  executed  in  their  rigour,  must  al-  by  partial  preferences  supported  by  power, 
SKwt  inevitably  accomplish  its  ruin.     The  must  necessarily  have  in  weakening  the  mer- 
rabsequent  transactions  are  covered  with  an  cantile  capital,  and  disabling  the  merchants 
obscurity  which  your  committee  have  not  from  all  undertakings  of  magnitude,  is  but 
been  able  to  dispel.    All  which  they  can  col-  too  visible.    However,  a  witness  of  under^ 
kct,  but  that  by  no  means  distinctly,  is,  that  standing  and  credit  does  not  believe  the  capi- 
•s  those  who  trade  for  the  company  in  the  tals  of  the  natives  to  be  yet  so  reduced  as  to 
•nicies  of  investment,  may  also  trade  for  disable  them  from  partaking  in  the  trade,  if 
<hraiselve«  in  the  same  articles,  the  old  op-  they  were  otherwise  able  to  put  themselves 
portunities  of  confounding  the  capacities  must  on  an  equal  footing  with  Europeans, 
remain,  and  all  the  oppressions  by  which  this  The  difficulties  at  the  outset  will,  how- 
Mifusion  has  been  atUmded.     The  company's  over,  be  considerable.    For  the  long  con- 
iarestments,  as  the  general  letter  fVom  Ben-  tinuance  of  abuse  has,  in  some  measure,  con- 
gal  of  the  SOth  of  November,  1776,  par.  28,  formed  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  to  iu 
slates  the  matter,  "  are  never  at  a  stand ;  ad-  &lso  principle.     To  make  a  sudden  change, 
vances  are  made,  and  goods  are  received  all  therefore,  might  destroy  the  few  advantages 
the  year  round."    Balances,  the  grand  instru-  which  attend  any  trade,  without  securing  ^ 
of  oppression,  naturally  accumulate  on  those  which  must  flow  from  one  established 


poor  manu&cturers,  who  are  intrusted  with     upon  sound  mercantile  principles,  whenever 
ley.     Where  there  is  not  a  vigorous  rival-     tuch  a  trade  can  be  established.     The  fact  is, 


slap  not  <mly  tolerated  but  encouraged,  it  is  that  the  forcible  direction  which  the  trade  of 

in^Mssibte  erer  to  redeem  the  maniri^turers  India  has  had  towards  Europe,  to  the  neglect, 

from  the  servitude  induced  by  those  unpaid  or  rather  to  the  total  abandoning  of  the  A  si- 

Wlasces.  atick,  has,  of  iUelf,  tended  to  carry  even  the 

No  such  rivalship  does  exist :  the  policy  internal  business  from  the  native  merchant, 

practised  and  avowed  is  directly  against  it.  The  revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hands  is  of 

The  reason  assigned  in  the  board  of  trade's  absolute  necessity ;  but  your  committee  is  of 

IflQer  of  the  S8th  of  November,  1778,  for  its  opinion,  that  it  will  rather  be  the  effect  of  a 

making  their  advances  early  in  the  season,  is,  regular  progressive  course  of  endeavours  for 

to  prevent  the  foreign  merchants  and  private  that  purpose,  than  of  any  one  regulation, 

traders  inierftring  with  the  purchase  of  their  however  wisely  conceived, 

(the  company's)  assortments.    **  They  also  After  this  examination  into  the  condition  of 

rcftr  to  the  means  taken  to  prevent  this  in-  the  trade  and  traders  in  the  principal  articles 

Isrftrcooe,  in  their  letter  of  the  26th  January,  provided  for  the  investment  to  Europe,  your 

1771."    It  is  impossible  that  the  small  part  committee  proceeded  to  take  into  consider»- 
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tion  those  articles,  the  produce  of  which,  after  province  were  assigned  for  thus  preventiii| 

sale  in  Bengal,  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  fiind  the  course  of .  trade  from  the  equitable  distri- 

for  the  purchase  of  other  articles  of  invest-  bution  of  the  advantages  of  the  produce,  ia 

ment,  or  to  make  a  part  of  it  in  kind.    These  which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  most  lai* 

are,  1st,  opium ;  2dly,  salt-petre;  and  Sdly,  borious  producer  ought  to  have  his  first  share, 

salt.     These  are  all  monopolized.  The  cultivators  (they  add)  would  squandei 

part  of  the  money,  and  not  be  able  to  coai> 

'■  plete  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  law-suits, 

and  even  battles,  would  ensue  between  the 

0PI17M.  factors,  contending  for  a  deficient  produce, 

and  the  farmers  would  discourage  the  culture 
The  first  of  the  internal  authorized  mono-  of  an  object  which  brought  so  much  distop- 
polies  is  that  of  opium.  This  drug,  extract-  bance  into  their  districts.  This  competition, 
ed  from  a  species  of  the  poppy,  is  of  extensive  the  operation  of  which  they  endeavour  to  pro- 
consumption  in  most  of  the  eastern  markets,  vent,  is  the  natural  corrective  of  the  abuse, 
The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Ba-  and  tlie  best  remedy  which  could  be  applied 
har :  in  Bengal  it  is  of  an  inferiour  sort,  to  the  disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable 
though  of  late  it  has  been  improved.     This  existence. 

monopoly  is  to  be  traced  to  the  very  origin  of  Upon  whatever  reasons  or  pretences  the 
our  influence  in  Bengal.  It  is  stated  to  have  monopoly  of  opium  was  supported,  the  real 
begun  at  Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  motive  appears  to  be  the  profit  of  those  who 
it  received  no  considerable  degree  of  strength  were  in  hopes  to  be  concerned  in  it.  As 
or  consistence  until  the  year  1765  ;  ^en  the  these  profits  promised  to  bo  very  considera- 
acquisition  of  the  DQanny  opened  a  wide  field  ble,  at  length  it  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
for  all  projects  of  this  nature.  It  was  then  compcmy  ;  and  after  many  discussions,  and 
adopted,  and  owned  as  a  resource  for  persons  various  plans  of  application,  it  was  at  length 
in  oflSce  ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  the  civil  taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of  the 
servants  of  the  Patna  factory,  and  for  their  sale  ordered  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase 
own  benefit.  The  policy  was  justified  on  the  of  goods  for  their  investment, 
usual  principles  on  which  monopolies  are  In  the  year  1773  it  bad  been  taken  out  of 
supported,  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the  com-  the  hands  of  the  council  of  Patna,  and  l(»aed 
modity,  to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  to  two  of  the  natives  ;  but  for  a  year  only, 
state  of  the  country:  the  security  against  The  contractors  were  to  supply  a  certain 
adulteration ;  the  prevention  of  the  excessive  quantity  of  opium  at  a  given  price.  Half  the 
home  consumption  of  a  pernicious  drug ;  the  value  was  to  be  paid  to  those  contractors  in 
stopping  an  excessive  competition,  which,  by  advance,  and  the  other  half  on  the  delivery, 
an  over-proportioned  supply,  would  at  length  The  proceedings  on  this  contract  demon- 
destroy  the  market  abroad ;  the  inability  of  strated  the  futility  of  all  the  principles  on 
the  cultivator  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and  which  the  monopoly  was  founded.  The 
precarious  culture,  without  a  large  advance  of  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  were  obliged, 
capital ;  and  lastly,  tlie  incapacity  of  private  by  heavy  duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the 
merchants  to  supply  that  capital  on  the  feeble  right  of  emption  of  foreign  opium  to  the  con- 
security  of  wretched  fiu'mers.  tractors  for  the  home  produce,  to  check  the 
These  wore  the  principal  topicks  on  which  influx  of  that  commodity  from  the  territoriee 
the  monopoly  was  supported.  The  last  to-  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  rajah  of  Be- 
pick  leads  to  a  serious  consideration  on  the  nares.  In  these  countries  no  monopoly  exiiU 
state  of  the  country  ;  for  in  pushing  it  the  ed ;  and  yet  there  the  commodity  was  cl 
gentleman  argued,  that  in  case  such  private  such  a  quality,  and  so  abundant,  as  to  bear 
merchants  should  advance  the  necessary  capi-  the  duty,  and,  even  with  the  duty,  in  some 
tal,  the  lower  cultivators  "  wonld  gel  mtmey  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in  his 
tn  a6ttndance."  Admitting  this  fiict,  it  seems  own  market.  There  was  no  complaint  in 
to  be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  monopoly  to  those  countries  of  want  of  advances  to  culti- 
prevent  the  cultivator  from  obtaining  the  natu-  vatora,  ix  of  law-suits  and  tumults  among  the 
ral  firuits  of!  his  labonr.  Dealing  with  a  pri-  factors ;  n<Hr  was  there  any  appearance  of  the 
▼ate  merchant  he  couU  not  get  numt^  tn  multitude  of  other  evils  which  had  been  so 
•frimdafiee,  unless  his  commodity  could  pro-  much  dreaded  firom  the  vivacity  of  competi- 
core  on  eirnndarU  profit.  Further  reasons,  tion. 
relativo  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precvs 
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tkm  insOTtedintlus  contract,  and  repeated  in  most  severely  censured  monopoly  in  general, 
&U  the  subsequent,  strongly  iidicated  the  thought  that  this  monopoly  ought  to  be  re- 
evib  against  which  it  is  extremely  difficult,  tained ;  but  for  a  reason  which  shows  his 
if  not  impoMible,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  this  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  country : 
nature,  and  in  that  country.  For  in  the  first  for  he  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power 
contract  entered  into  with  the  two  natives,  it  and  influence  which  must  attend  British  sub- 
was  strictly  forbidden  to  compel  the  tenants  jects  in  all  their  transactions,  that  monopoly 
to  the  cultivation  of  this  drug.  Indeed,  very  could  bo  avoided  ;  and  he  preferred  an  avowed 
allocking  rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  they  monopoly,  why:h  brought  benefit  to  govern- 
were  aggravated  by  an  opinion  universally  ment,  to  a  virtual  engrossing,  attend^  with 
prevalent,  that  even  in  the  season  inune-  profit  only  to  individuals.  But  in  this  opi- 
dialaly  following  that  dreadfiil  famine,  which  nion  he  did  not  seem  to  be  joined  by  Mr. 
iwepc  off  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ben-  Francis,  who  thought  the  suppression  of  this, 
gtl,  several  of  the  poorer  fiurmers  were  com-  and  of  all  monopolies,  to  be  practicable  ;  and 
pelied  to  plough  up  the  fields  they  had  sown  strongly  recommended  their  abolition  in  a 
irith  grain,  in  order  to  plant  them  with  p<^  plan  sent  to  the  court  of  directors  the  year  fol- 
pies  for   the  benefit    of  the  engrossers  of  lowing. 

opium.  This  opinion  grew  into  a  strong  The  council,  however,  submitting  to  the 
presumption,  when  it  was  seen  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  necessity,  endeavoured  to 
next  jrear  the  produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  render  that  dubious  engagement  as  benefi- 
wfaat  might  be  naturally  expected  in  a  year  cial  as  possible  to  the  company.  They  be- 
following  such  a  dearth)  was  nearly  doubled,  gan  by  putting  up  the  contract  to  the  high- 
It  is  true,  that  when  the  quantity  of  land  ne-  est  bidder.  The  proposals  were  to  be  seal- 
oessary  for  the  production  of  the  largest  quan-  ed.  When  the  seals  came  to  be  opened,  a 
tityof  opium  is  considered,  it  is  not  just  to  at-  very  extraordinary  scene  appeared.  Every 
tribute  that  &mine  to  these  practices,  nor  to  step  in  this  business  develops  more  and  more 
my  that  were  or  could  boused;  yet,  where  the  effect  of  this  junction  of  publick  monopoly 
sod)  practices  did  prevail,  they  must  have  and  private  influence.  Four  English  and 
been  very  oppressive  to  individuals,  extremely  eight  natives  were  candidates  for  the  contract ; 
insulting  to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  three  of  the  English  far  out-bid  the  eight  nar 
wist  tenid  to  brinf  great  and  deserved  discredit  tives.  They  who  consider  that  the  natives, 
so  the  British  government.  The  English  from  their  superiour  dexterity,  from  their 
are  a  people  who  appear  in  India  as  a  c(m-  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  business,  and 
qoering  nation ;  all  dealing  with  them  is,  firom  their  extreme  industry,  vigilance,  and 
therefore,  more  or  less  a  dealing  with  power,  parsimony,  are  generally  an  over-match  for 
It  is  such  when  they  trade  on  a  private  ao-  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  mu^t  ulti- 
oouBt ;  and  it  is  much  more  so  in  any  unau-  mately  be  eipployed  by  them  in  all  transac- 
thorized  rooiiopoly,  where  the  hand  of  govern-  tions  whatsoever,  will  find  it  very  extraordi- 
■cot,  which  ou^t  never  to  appear  but  to  nary  that  they  did  not,  by  the  best  ofiers, 
protect,  is  felt  as  the  instrument  in  every  act  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.  It  can  be 
•f  oppression.  Abuses  must  exist  in  a  trade  attributed  to  this  cause,  and  this  only,  that 
and  a  revenue  so  constituted  ;  and  there  is  no  they  were  conscious  tliat  without  power  and 
sfu  tiwl  core  for  them  hot  to  entirely  cut  off  influence  to  subdue  the  cultivators  of  the  land 
their  cause.  to  their  own  purposes,  tliey  never  could  dS- 
Things  continued  in  this  train  until  the  ford  to  engage  on  the  lowest  possible  terms, 
great  revolution  in  the  company's  govern-  Those  whose  power  entered  into  the  calcula- 
meot  vras  wrought  by  the  regulating  act  tion  of  their  profits,  could  offer,  as  they  did 
cf  the  thirteenth  of  the  king.  In  1775  the  offer,  terms  without  comparison  better  :  and 
••w  eouncil-geoeral  appointed  by  the  act,  therefore  one  of  the  English  bidders,  without 
look  this  troublesome  business  again  into  partiality,  secured  the  preference, 
eonsideration.  Greneral  Clavering,  Colo-  The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Gr'if- 
■ol  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  expressed  fiths  was  prolonged  from  year  to  year ;  and  as 
soch  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this  during  that  time  fi-equent  complaints  were 
aad  of  all  other  monopolies,  that  tlie  dire&>  made  by  him  to  the  council  board,  on  tha 
tors,  in  their  letter  of  the  year  following,  principle  that  ths  years  answered  very  diffe> 
left  the  council  at  libsrty  to  throw  the  trade  rently,  and  that  the  business  of  one  year  ran 
open,  under  a  doty,  if  they  should  find  it  into  the  other,  reasons  or  excuses  were  fur 
pnelicahle.    But  General  Clavering,  who  nished  for  giving  the  next  contract  to  Mr.  Ma» 

C 
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keozio  for  threa  years.    This  third  contract  nues  appeared  in  its  fiill  light,  as  well  as  tlw 

was  not  put  up  to  auction  as  the  second  had  state  of  the  unfortunate  peasants  of  Bengal, 

been,  and  as  this  ought  to  have  been.     The  between    such    rival  protectors,  where  tbe 

terms  were  indeed  something  better  for  the  ploughman,  flying  from  the  tax-gatherer,  is 

company,  and  the  engagement  was  subject  to  obliged  to  take  refuge  under  the  wings  of  tha 

]ualifications,  which,  though  they  did  not  re-  monopolist.    No  dispute  arises  among  the 

tiove  the  objection  to  th))  breach  of  the  com-  English  subjects,  which  does  not  divulge  the 

pany's  orders,  prevented  the  hands  of  the  di-  misery  of  the  natives ;  when  the  former  aro 

rectors  from  being  tied  up.     A  proviso  was  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the  latter, 

insefted  in  the  contract,  that  it  should  not  be  This  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering 

in  any  wise  binding  if  the  company,  by  orders  strength  through  a  succession  of  contractors, 

from  home,  should  alter  the  existing  practice  and  being  probably  a  most  lucrative  dealing, 

with  regard  to  such  dealing.  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater  object  of  com* 

Whilst  these  things    were  going  on,  the  petition.     ThecouncilofPatna  endeavoured 

evils  which  this  monopoly  was,  in  show  and  to  recover  the  contract,  or  at  least  the  agency, 

pretence,  formed  to  prevent,  still  existed ;  and  by  the  most  inviting  terms  ;  and  in  this  eager 

those  which  were   naturally  to  be  expected  state  of  mutual  complaint,  and  competition 

from  a  monopoly,  existed  too.    Complaints  between  private  men   and  publick  bodiea, 

were  made  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  opium ;  things  continued  until  the  arrival  in  Bengal 

trials  were  made,  and  on  those  trials  the  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sull van,  son  c^  Mr.  Sulivan, 

opium  was  found  faulty.    An  oflke  of  in-  chairman  of  the  East-India  company,  which 

spection  at  Calcutta,  to  ascertain  its  good-  soon  put  an  end  to  all  strife  and  emulation, 

ness,  was  established,  and  directions  given  To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive 

to  the  provincial  councils  at  the  places  of  step  taken  at  this  period,  it  is  pro|>er  to  keep 

growth,  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  in  view  the  opinion  of  the  court  o^  directors 

the  commodity  transmitted  to  the  presidency,  concerning  monopolies,  against  which  they 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagement  in  had  uniformly  declared  in  the  most  precise 
Uie  contract  strictly  prohibiting  all  compul-  terms  ;  they  never  submitted  to  them  but  as 
sory  culture  of  the  poppy,  information  was  to  a  present  necessity ;  it  was  therefi>re  not 
given  to  a  member  of  the  council-general,  necessary  for  them  to  express  any  particular 
that  fields,  green  with  rice,  had  been  forcibly  approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
ploughed  up  to  make  way  for  that  plant ;  and  contract,  which  was  made  in  favour  of  their 
that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of  several  own  liberty.  Every  motive  led  them  to  pre* 
English  gentlemen,  who  beheld  the  spectado  serve  it.  On  the  security  of  that  clause,  they 
with  a  just  and  natural  indignation.  The  could  alone  have  suffered  to  pass  over  in 
board,  struck  with  this  representation,  order-  silence  (for  they  never  approved)  the  grant  ot 
od  the  council  of  Patna  to  maka  an  inquiry  the  contract  which  contained  it,  for  three 
into  the  fact ;  but  your  committee  can  find  no  jrears.  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  thej 
return  whatsoever  to  this  order.  The  oro-  had,  firom  the  beginning,  positively  directed 
plaints  were  not  solely  on  the  part  of  the  cul-  that  the  contract  should  be  put  up  to  publick 
livators  against  the  contractor.  The  con-  auction ;  and  this  not  having  been  done  in 
tractor  for  opium  made  loud  complaints  Mr.  Mackenzie's  case,  they  severely  reprn 
against  the  inferiour  collectors  of  the  landed  manded  the  govemour-general  and  council, 
revenue,  stating  their  undue  and  vexatious  in  their  letter  of  the  23d  of  December,  1778. 
exactions  from  the  cultivators  of  opium;  The  court  of  directors  were  perfectly  right 
their  throwing  these  unfortunate  people  into  in  showing  themselves  tenacious  of  this  regii* 
prison  upon  frivolous  pretences,  by  which  the  lation ;  not  so  much  to  secure  the  best  practi* 
tenants  were  ruined,  and  the  contractor's  ad-  cable  revenue  from  their  monopoly  whilst  it 
vances  lost.  He  stated,  that  if  the  contrac-  existed ;  but  for  a  much  more  essential  rec- 
tor shculd  interfere  in  favour  of  the  cultivator,  son ;  that  is,  fi-om  the  corrective,  which  this 
t>.Mi  s  deficiency  would  be  caused  to  appear  method  administered  to  that  monopoly  itself; 
in  tas  landed  revenues,  and  that  deficiency  it  prevented  the  British  contractor  from  be- 
woukl  be  charged  on  his  interposition ;  he  de-  coming  doubly  terrible  to  the  natives,  when 
sired,  therefore,  that  the  cultivators  of  opium  they  should  see,  that  his  contract  was  in  effect 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  general  system  of  a  grant ,  and  therefore  indicated  particular 
the  landed  revenue,  and  put  under  "  his  pro-  fiivour  and  private  influence  with  the  ruling 
Isefion."    Here  the  effect  naturally  to  be  ex-  members  of  an  absolute  government. 

ted  from  the  clashing  of  inconsistent  reve-  On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  45 

torm,  and  bat  a  few  months  after  Mr.  Suli*  but  the  benefit  of  the  contractor,  and  for  thia 

na's  arrival,  the  goTemour-general  (aa  if  the  purpose  the  solicitude  shown  in  all  the  provi- 

eootract  was  a  matter  of  patronage,  and  not  sions  could  not  be  exceded.    One  of  the  first 

of  dealing)  pitched  upon  Mr.  Sulivan,  as  the  things,  that  struck  Mr.  Hastings  as  a  blemish 

most  proper  person  for  the  management  of  on  his  gift,  was  the  largeness  of  the  penalty, 

(his  critical  ooncem.    Mr.  Sulivan,  though  which  be  had  on  former  occasions  settled  as 

a  perfect  stranger  to  Bengal,  and  to  that  sort,  the  sanction  of  the  contract ;  this  be  now  dis- 

and  all  sorts  of  local  commerce,  made  no  diffi-  covered  to  be  so  great  as  to  be  likel  j  to  fl^us- 

cultj  of  accepting  it.    The  govemour-gene-  trate  its  end  by  the  impossibility  of  recover* 

ral  was  so  fearful  that  his  true  motives  in  this  ing  so  large  a  sum.    How  a  large  penalty 

bosiness  should  be  mistaken,  or    that  the  can  prevent  the  recovery  of  any,  even  the 

naallest  suspicion  should  arise  of  his  attend-  smallest  part  of  it,  is  not  quite  apparent.    In 

iag  to  the  company's  orders,  that,  far  from  put-  so  vast  a  concern  as  that  of  opium,  a  fraud, 

tiag  up  the  contract  (which  on  account  of  its  which  at  first  view  may  not  appear  of  much 

kaown  profits  had  become  the  object  of  such  importance,  and  which  may  be  very  difficult 

pursuit)  to  ptMiek  oiicAeii,  he  did  not  wait  for  in  the  discovery,  may  easily  counterbalance 

receiving  so  much  as  a  private  jiropoitrf  from  the  reduced  penalty  in  this  contract,  which 

Mr.  Sulivan.     The  secretary  perceived,  that  was  settled  in  fevour  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  at 

is  the  rough  draft  of  the  contract,  the  old  re-  about  90,0001. 

dtal  of  a  proposal  to  the  board  was  inserted  Monopolies  were  (as  the  house  has  observ  • 
u  a  matter  of  course,  but  was  contrary  to  the  ed)  only  tolerated  evils,  and  at  best  upon  trial , 
&ct ;  be  therefore  remarked  it  to  Mr.  Has-  a  clause,  therefore,  was  inserted  in  the  con- 
tings.  Mr.  Hastings,  with  great  indifference,  tracts  to  Mackenzie,  anilulling  the  obligation, 
ordered  that  recital  to  be  omitted;  and  the  if  the  court  of  directors  should  resolve  to  abol- 
omission,  with  the  remark  that  led  to  it,  has,  ish  the  monopoly ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
with  the  same  easy  indifference,  been  sent  Sulivan,  the  contract  was,  without  difficulty, 
over  to  his  masters.  purged  of  this  obnoxious  clause.  The  term 
The  govemour-general  and  council  declare  was  made  absolute ;  the  monopoly  rendered 
themselves  ^prelwnsive,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  irrevocable,  and  the  discretion  of  the  directors 
■igbt  be  a  loser  by  his  bargain  upon  account  wholly  excluded.  Mr.  Hastings  declared  the 
«f  troiMes,  which  they  supposed  existed  in  reserved  condition  to  be  no  longer  necessary, 
die  country,  which  was  the  object  of  it.  This  "because  the  directors  bad  approved  the  mono- 
was  the  more  indulgent,  because  the  contrac-  poly." 

tor  was  tolerably  secured  against  all  looses.  The  chiefe  and  councils  at  die  principa) 
He  received  a  certain  price  for  his  commodi-  fectories  had  been  obliged  to  certify  the  quali- 
ty ;  but  he  was  not  obliged  to  pay  any  certain  tity  and  quality  of  the  opium  before  its  trans- 
price  to  the  cultivator,  who,  having  no  other  port  to  Calcutta ;  and  their  controul  over  the 
■arket  than  his,  must  sell  it  to  him  at  his  contractor  had  been  assigned  as  the  reason  for 
own  terms.  He  waste  receive  half  the  year-  not  leaving  to  those  factories  the  manage- 
)j  payment  by  advance ;  and  he  was  not  ment  of  this  monopoly.  Now  things  were 
<Migeid  to  advance  to  Uie  cultivator  more  changed.  Orders  were  sent  to  discontinue  this 
than  what  he  thought  expedient ;  but  if  this  measure  of  invidious  precaution ;  and  the 
sboald  not  be  enough,  he  might  (if  he  pleased)  opium  was  sent  to  Calcutta,  without  any 
draw  the  whole  payment  before  the  toUl  deli-  thing  done  to  ascertain  its  quality,  or  even  its 
very ;  such  were  the  terms  of  the  engagement  quantity. 

with  him.  He  is  a  contractor  of  a  new  spe-  An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  ap- 
casa,  who  employs  no  capital  whatsoever  of  his  pointed  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  opium, 
OVB,  and  has  the  market  of  compuIsioB  at  his  on  its  delivery  at  the  capital  settlement.  In 
sarire  command.  But  all  these  securities  order  to  ease  Mr.  Sulivan  fit>m  this  trouble- 
were  not  sufficient  for  the  anxious  attenti(Hi  of  some  formality,  Mr.  Hastings  abolished  the 
the  supreme  council  to  Mr.  Sulivan*s  wel-  office ;  so  that  Mr.  Sulivan  was  then  totally 
fert ;  Mr.  Hastings  bad  before  given  him  the  freed  from  all  examination  or  controul  what- 
eoBtract  without  any  proposal  on  his  part ;  soever,  either  first  or  last. 
wad  to  make  their  gift  perfect,  in  a  second  in-  These  extraordinary  changes  in  favour  of 
ace  they  proceed  a  step  beyond  their  for-  Mr.  Sulivan  were  attended  with  losses  to  oth- 
r  ill  precedent,  and  they  contract  with  Mr.  ers,  and  seem  to  have  excited  much  discontent, 
livan  for/evr  years.  This  discontent  it  was  necessary  in  some  man- 
Nothing  appears  to  have  been  considered  ner  to  appease.    The  vendue  master,  who 
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was  deprived  of  bia  acctutomed  dues  on  the  oozmnodity  on  the  company's  aocoait,  to  ibm 

publick  sates  of  the  opium  by  the  priTmte  market  of  Canton.     The  council  alleged  that 

dealing,  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  board  the  Dutch  being  driven  from  Bengal,  and  the 

against  this  as  well  as  other  proceedings  rela-  seas  being  infested  with  privateers,  this  com- 

tive  to  the  same  business.    He  attributed  the  modity  had  none,  or  a  very  dull  and  depre- 

private  sale  to  *•  rtoMmM  of  ttaU;''^  and  this  ciated  demand. 

strong  reflection,  both  on  the  board  of  trade  Had  this  been  true,  Mr  Hastings's  conduct 

and  the  council  board,  was  passed  over  with-  could  admit  of  no  excuse.    He  ought  noC  to 

out  observation.    He  was  quieted  by  appoint-  burden  a  falling  market  bv  long  and  heavy  en* 

ing  him  to  the  duty  of  these  very  inspectors,  gagements.   He  ought  studiously  to  have  kept 

whose  office  had  been  just  abolished  as  useless,  in  his  power  the  means  of -proportioning  the 

The  house  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  r»-  supply  to  the  demand.    But  his  arguments, 

vival  of  this  office,  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  and  those  of  the  council  on  that  occasion,  do 

by  Mr.  Hastings  giving  that  to  ene  as  a  om^  not  deserve  the  smallest  attention.     Facts,  to 

^emation^  which  had  been  executed  by  seT»-  which  there  is  no  testimony  but  the  assertion 

rai  as  a  duty.    However,  the  orders  for  tak-  <^  those  who  produce  them  in  apology  for  the 

ing   away  the    precautionary  inspection  at  ill  consequences  ofthoir  own  irregular  actions, 

Patna,  still  remained  in  force.  cannot  be  admitted.    Mr.  Hastings  and  the 

Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  for-  Council  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that  bu- 
rner contractors  at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  siness ;  the  court  of  directors  had  wholly  taken 
were  no  longer  held  under  that  loose  indul-  the  management  of  opium  out  of  his  and  their 
gence,  but  were  secured  to  Mr.  Sulivan  by  hands,  and  by  a  solemn  adjudication  fixed  it 
nis  contract.  Other  indulgences  of  a  lesser  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had  coo- 
nature,  and  to  which  no  considerable  objec-  tinued  there  some  years,  Mr.  Hastings,  a 
tion  could  be  made,  were,  on  the  application  little  b^re  his  grant  of  the  monopoly  to 
of  a  Mr.  Benn,  calling  himself  his  attorney,  Mr.  Sulivan,  thought  proper  to  reverse  the 
granted.  decree  of  his  masters,  and  by  his  own  authori- 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Higginson,  ty  to  recall  it  to  the  council.  By  this  step  he 
late  a  member  of  the  board  of*  trade,  on  that  become  responsible  for  all  the  consequences, 
subject,  wore  informed  that  this  contract,  very  The  board  of  trade  appear  indeed  to  merit 
soon  afler  the  making  was  generally  tmder^  reprehension  for  disposing  of  the  opium  by 
stood  at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to  this  Mr.  private  contract,  as  by  that  means  the  unerring 
Bonn,  but  he  could  not  particularise  the  sum  standard  of  the  publick  market  cannot  be  ap- 
fbr  whicli  it  had  been  assigned ;  and  that  Mr.  plied  to  it ;  but  they  justified  themselves  by 
Bcnn,  had  aflerwards  soki  it  to  a  Mr.  Young,  their  success.  And  one  of  their  members  in- 
By  this  transaction  it  appears  clearly  that  the  formed  your  committee  that  their  last  sale  had 
contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Sulivan  for  no  been  a  good  one ;  and,  though  he  apprehend- 
other  purpose  than  to  supply  him  with  a  sum  ed  a  fall  in  the  next,  it  was  not  such  as,  in  the 
of  money  ;  and  the  sale  and  resale  seem  opinion  of  your  committee,  could  justify  the 
strongly  to  indicate  that  the  reduction  of  the  council-general  in  having  recourse  to  untried 
penalty,  and  the  other  favourable  conditions,  and  hazardous  speculations  of  commerce.  It 
were  not  granted  for  his  ease  in  a  business  appears  that  there  must  have  been  a  market, 
which  he  never  was  to  execute,  but  to  height-  aiid  one  sufficiently  lively.  They  assign  as 
en  the  value  of  the  object  which  he  was  to  a  reason  of  this  assigned  dulhiess  of  demand, 
sell.  Mr.  Sulivan  was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  that  the  Dutch  had  been  expelled  from  Bengal, 
Hastings's  &mily,  accompanied  him  in  his  and  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to  Ba- 
progresses,  and  held  the  office  of  judge-odvo-  tavia.  But  the  Danes  were  not  expelled  fiwn 
cate.  Bengal,  and  Portuguese  ships  traded  there  : 

The  monopoly  given  for  these  purposes,  neither  of  them  were  interdicted  at  Batavia, 

thus  permanently  secured,  all  power  of  rofor«  and  the  trade  to  the  Eastern  ports  was  free 

mation  cut  off,  and  almost  every,  precaution  to  them.    The  Danes  actually  applied  for, 

against  fhiud  and  oppression  removed,  the  su-  and  obtained  an  increase  of  the  quantity  to 

preme  council  found,  or  pretended  to  find,  which  their  purchases  had  been  limited ;  and, 

that  the  commodity  for  which  they  had  Just  as  they  asked  so  they  received  this  indulgence 

made  such  a  contract,  was  not  a  saleable  aiti-  as  a  great  fiivour.   It  does  not  appear  that  they 

ele;  and,  in  conseruence  of  this  opinion  or  were  not  very  ready  to  supply  Uie  place  of  the 

pretence,  entered  upon  a  daring  speculation,  Dutch.     On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt 

hitherto  unthought  of,  tha'    3f  sending  the  that  the  Dutch  would  most  gladly  receiva  aa 
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aiticU  eooTecieiit,  if  not  neoeenry,  to  the  cir-  uiual  emporium  of  European  nations.    This 

eolalioa  of  their  commerce,  from  the  Danes,  ample,  and  not  ill-reasoned  theoretical  perform 

or  onder  any  nauM ;  nor  was  it  fit  that  the  mance  (thou^  not  altogether  new,  either  ia 

company  should  use  an  extreme  strictness  in  tpeculation  or  attempt)  ended  by  a  practicul 

toy  inquiry  concerning  the  necessary  dispo-  proposition,  very  short  indeed  of  the  ideaA 

sal  of  one  of  their  own  staple  cominoditiefl.  opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  bette;' 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  adapted  to  the  inmiediate  effect.  It  was,  that 
fhnds  for  the  prorision  of  the  next  year's  Chi-  the  company  should  undertake  the  sale  of  its 
oa  iofestment  was  the  ground  of  this  plan,  own  opium  in  China,  and  commit  the  manage- 
But  the  couDcll-gen«ral  appear  still  to  hare  ment  of  the  business  to  the  memorialist,  who 
diB  particular  advantage  of  Mr.  Sulivan  in  offbred  to  furnish  them  with  a  strong  armed 
Tisw  ;  and,  not  satisfied  with  breaking  so  ma-  ship  for  that  purpose.  The  ofier  was  accept- 
wj  ot  the  company's  orders  for  that  purpose,  ed ;  and  the  agreement  made  with  him  for  the 
to  make  the  contract  an  object  saleable  to  the  transport  of  two  thousand  chests, 
ireatest  advantage,  were  obliged  to  transfer  A  proposal  by  another  person  was  made  the 
oeir  personal  pvtiality  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to  July  foHowing  the  date  of  this  project ;  it  ^ 
the  oootract  itself,  and  to  hand  it  over  to  the  pears  to  have  been  early  in  the  formal  delive- 
issignees  through  all  their  successions,  ry  at  the  board ;  this  was  for  the  export  of  one 
When  the  opium  vras  delivered,  the  duties  and  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  chests. 
CBoloments  of  the  contractor  ended ;  but  (it  This  too  was  accepted,  but  with  new  ccmdi- 
ippears  from  Mr.  Williamson's  letter,  18th  tions  and  restrictions :  ibr  in  so  vast  and  new 
October,  1781 ,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the  coun-  an  undertaking,  great  difficulties  occurred, 
dl-general)  this  new  scheme  furniahed  them  In  the  first  place,  all  importation  of  that<!om« 
with  a  prttemt  of  mahing  kim  broker  for  Chi"  modity  is  rigorously  forbidden  by  the  laws  ol 
ss  tmcestmenl,  with  the  pr<ifii  of  a  new  commts-  China.  The  impropriety  of  a  political  tra> 
■ion — to  what  amount  does  not  appear ;  but  der,  who  is  lord  over  a  great  empire,  being 
bare  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer,  the  concerned  in  a  contraband  trade  upon  his  own 
?aMio»>niaster,  met  them  again  :  they  seem-  account,  did  not  seem  in  the  least  to  affect 
ed  to  live  in  no  small  terrour  of  this  gentle-  them ;  but  they  were  struck  with  the  obvious 
■an.  To  satisfy  him  for  the  loss  of  lus  fee,  danger  of  subjecting  their  goods  to  seizure  by 
towhid)  be  was  entitled  upon  the  publick  sale,  the  vastness  of  the  prohibited  import.  To 
diey  gave  lam  also  a  commission  of  one  per  secure  the  larger  adventure,  they  require  of 
cent,  on  the  investment.  Thus  was  this  ob-  the  China  factory  that  colonel  Watson's  ship 
ject  loaded  with  a  double  commission ;  and  shouki  enter  the  port  of  Canton  as  an  arm^ 
eretj  act  of  partiality  to  one  person  produced  tM^,  (they  would  not  say  a  ship  of  war,  though 
t  chargeable  compensation  to  some  other  for  that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should 
ihe  injustice  that  such  partiality  produced,  not  be  reported  ;  they  also  ordered  that  other 
Nor  was  this  the  whole.  The  discontent  and  measures  should  be  adopted  to  secure  this  pro- 
envy,  excited  by  this  act,  went  infinitely  fur-  hibited  article  from  seizure, 
ther  than  to  those  immediately  affected,  and  If  the  cargo  should  get  in  safb,  another  dan- 
something  or  other  was  to  bo  found  out,  to  sat-  ger  was  in  view—the  overloading  the  Chinese 
isfy  as  many  as  possible.  market  by  a  supply  beyond  the  demand  :  for 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  coun-  it  is  obvious  tint  contraband  trade  must  exist 

cil  entertained  a  design  of  opening  a  trade  on  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in  by  in- 

those  principles,  it  immediately  engaged  the  tervals,  and  not  by  great  importations  at  one 

attention  of  audi  as  had  an  interest  in  specu-  time.     To  guard  against  this  inconvenience, 

k*iaos  of  fi^i^t.  they  divide  their  second,  tliough  the  smaller 

A  memorial  seems  to  have  been  drawn  ear^  adventure,  into  two  parts  ,  one  of  which  was 

ly,  as  it  is  dated  on  the  t9th  of  March,  though  to  go  to  the  markets  of  the  barbarous  tiatives. 

it  was  not  the  first  publickly  presented  to  the  which  inhabit  the  coast  of  Malacca,  where  the 

board.    This  memorial  was  presented  on  the  chances  of  its  being  disposed  of  by  robbery  or 

17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  sale  were  at  least  equal.    If  the  opium  should 

eonfermably  (as  he  says)  to  the  desire  of  the  be  disposed  of  there,  the  produce  was  to  be 

go? etmui -general ;  and  it  contained  a  long  invested  in  merchandise  saleable  in  China,  or 

elaborate  dissertation  on  the  trade  to  China ;  in  dollars,  if  to   be  had.    The  other  part 

tending  to  prove  the  advantage  of  extending  (about  one  half)  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to 

the  Btle  of  English  manufiu:tures  and  other  the  port  of  Canton. 

goods  to  the  norUi  of  that  country,  beyond  the  The  dealing  at  this  time  seemed  closed ;  but 
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the  gentUnnen  who  chartered  the  ships,  always  a  seoondary  consideration — their  primary  nb* 

reooiiectinK  something,  applied  anew  to  the  ject  was  tlM  adTenture  of  opium.     To  thia 

board  furnished  with  cannon  firom  the  compa^-  they  were  permanently  attached,  and  were 

ny's  ordnance.    Some  was  delivered  to  them ;  obliged  to  attend  to  its  final  destination, 

but  the  office  of  ordnance  (so  hearily  ezpeo-  «   The  difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  opium, 

tire  to  the  company  )  was  not  sufficient  to  according  to  this  project,  being  thus  got  over, 

■pare  a  few  iron  guns  for  a  merchant  ship,  a  material  preliminary  difficulty  still  stood  i« 

Orders  were  given  to  cast  a  few  cannon :  and  the  way  of  the  whole  scheme.     The  contrao* 

an  application  made  to  Madras,  at  a  thousand  tor  or  his  assignees  were  to  be  paid.     The 

miles  distance,  for  the  rest.    Madras  answers,  company's  treasure  was  wholly  exhausted,  mad 

that  they  cannot  exactly  comply  with  the  re-  even  its  credit  was  exceedingly  strained.    The 

quisition ;  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  kept»  latter,  however,  was  the  better  resource,  and 

better  things  from  them  than  they  promise,  and  to  this  they  resolved  to  apply.     They  ther»- 

flatter  themselves  that,  with  their  assistance,  fore,  at  different  times,  opened  two  loans  of 

they  shall  properly  arm  a  ship  of  thirty-two  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  each  ;  the  first 

guns.  was  reserved  for  the  company's  servants,  civil 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  making,  the  and  military,  to  be  distributed  in  shares  accor- 

first  proposer,  perceiving  advantages  from  the  ding  to  their  rank ;  the  other  was  more  genera!, 

circuitous  voyage  of  the  second,  which  had  The  terms  of  both  loans  were,  that  the  risk  of 

escaped  his  enervation,  to  moke  amends  ibr  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  account  of  the  com- 

his  first  omission,  improved  both  on  his  own  pany.     The  payment  was  to  be  in  bills  (at  a 

proposal  and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  rate  of  exchange  settled  from  the  supercargoes 

improved  on  him.    He  therefore  applied  for  at  Canton)  upon  the  same  company.  In  what- 

leave  to  takd  two  hundred  and  fifty  chests  on  ever  proportion  the  adventure  should  &il,  ei- 

his  own  account,  which  he  said  could  "  be  ther  in  the  ships  not  safely  arriving  in  China, 

readily  ditpoted  of  at  the  several  places  where  or  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  the  subscri- 

it  was  necessary  for  the  ship  to  touch  for  wood  hers  were  to  content  themselves  with  the  codh 

and  water,  or  intelligence,  during  her  intended  pany's  bonds  for  their  money,  bearing  eight 

voyage  through  Ou  eatUm  MandM."  As  a  cor-  per  cent,  interest.    A  share  in  this  subscrip- 

rectivc  to  this  extraordinary  request,  ,he  assur-  tion  was  thought  exceeding  desirable ;  for  Mr. 

ed  the  board  that  if  he  should  meet  with  any  Hastings  writes  from  Benares,  where  he  was 

unexpected  delay  at  these  markets,  he  would  employed  in  the  manner  already  reported,  and 

send  their  cargo  to  its  destination,  having  so-  hereafter  to  be  observed  upon,  requesting  that 

cured  a  sunft-saUing  sloop  for  the  protectum  of  the  subscription  should  be  left  open  to  his  offi- 

his  ship  ;  and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  cers,  who  were  employed  in  the  military  op»- 

a  case  to  leave  behind.    Such  an  extraordina^  rations  against  Cheyt  Sing ;  and,  accordingly, 

ry  eagerness  to  deal  in  opium  lets  in  another  three  majors,   seven  captains,   twenty-tlnree 

view  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged  dulhiess  of  lieutenants,  the  surgeon  belonging  to  the  de- 

the  market,  on  which  this  trade  was  underta-  tachment,  and  two  civil  servants  df  high  rank, 

ken  for  the  company's  account.  who  attended  him,  were  admitted  to  subscribe. 

The  council,  who  had  with  great  condescen-  Bills  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  al- 
sion  and  official  &cility,  consented  to  every  ways  preferred  to  the  company's  bonds,  even 
demand  hitherto  made,  were  not  reluctant  with  at  the  high  interest  allowed  in  India.  They 
regard  to  this  last.  The  quantity  of  opium  are  indeed  so  greedily  sought  there,  and  (he- 
required  by  the  freighters,  and  the  permission  cause  they  tend  to  bring  an  imm«iiate  and 
of  a  trading  voyage,  were  granted  without  visible  distress  in  Leadenhall-street)  so  much 
hesitation.  Tho  cargo  having  become  fiu*  more  dreaded  here,  that  by  an  act  of  parliament  the 
valuable  by  this  small  inftision  of  private  in-  company's  servants  are  restricted  firom  draw- 
terest,  the  armament,  which  was  deemed  sui^  ing  bills  beyond  a  certain  amount  upon  the 
ficient  to  defond  the  company's  large  share  of  company  in  England, 
the  adventure,  was  now  discovered  to  be  un-  In  Bengal  they  have  been  restrained  to 
equal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole.  For  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds 
the  convoy  of  these  two  ships  the  council  hire  annually.  The  legislature,  influenced  more 
and  arm  another.  How  they  were  armed,  or  strongly  with  the  same  apprehensions,  has  re- 
whether  in  fact  they  were  properly  armed  at  strained  the  directors,  as  the  directors  have 
all,  does  not  appear.  It  is  true  that  the  su-  restrained  their  servants ;  and  have  gone  so 
preme  council  proposed  that  these  ships  should  far  as  to  call  in  the  power  of  the  lords  of  the 
also  convey  supplies  to  Madras ;  but  this  was  treasury  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  aov 
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villi  beyond  an  amount  preeeribed  in  the  company,  not  the  English,  which  muat  pre- 
act.  scribe  the  terms;  particularly  in  a  commodity. 
The  fidse  principles  of  this  unmercantile  which,  if  withheld  from  them  at  their  market 
transaction  (to  speak  of  it  in  the  mildest  price,  they  can,  whenever  they  please,  be  cer^ 
tenns)  wtn  too  gross  not  to  be  yisible  to  tain  (i*  purchasing  as  a  condemned  contrahand. 
those  who  cootrived  it.  That  the  company  There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  this 
should  be  made  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  two  transaction,  which  strongly  mark  its  charao 
hundred  thousand  potmds*  at  eight  per  cent,  ter ;  the  first  is,  that  this  adventure  to  China 
(or  terms  deemed  by  the  company  to  be  was  not  recommended  to  them  by  the  &ctory  of 
worse)  in  order  first  to  buy  a  commodity,  re-  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it  with* 
presented  by  themselves  as  depreciated  in  its  out  their  previous  advice,  and  an  assurance 
ordinary  market,  in  order  afterwards  to  carry  grounded  on  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the 
one-half  of  it  through  a  circuitoua  trading  dispositiims  of  the  government,  that  the  mea* 
voyage ;  depending  for  its  ultimate  success  >ure,  in  a  commercial  light,  would  be  profita- 
oa  the  prudent  and  fortunate  management  of  bio,  or  lat  least  safe.  Neither  was  that  £10- 
two  or  three  sales,  and  purchases  and  re-sales  tory  applied  to  on  the  state  of  the  bills, 
of  goods,  and  the  chance  of  two  or  three  mar*  which,  upon  their  own  account,  they  might 
kets,  with  all  the  risks  of  sea  and  enemy,  was  be  obliged  lo  draw  upon  Europe,  at  a  time 
l^ainly  no  undertaking  for  such  a  body.  The  when  the  council  of  Bengal  direct  them  to 
activity,  private  interest,  and  the  sharp  eye  of  draw  bdis  to  so  enormous  an  amount, 
persooal  superintendency,  may  now  and  then  Tiie  second  remarkable  circumstance  is, 
succeed  in  such  projects ;  but  the  remote  in-  thai  tbe  board  of  trade  in  Calcutta  (the  pro- 
spection  and  unwieldy  movements  of  great  P'v  administrator  of  atl  that  relates  to  the 
public  bodies  can  find  nothing  but  loss  in  company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to  have 
them.  Their  gains,  comparatively  small,  given  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to 
ought  to  be  upon  sure  grounds ;  but  here  (as  l^ve  been  at  all  consulted  upon  it.  The  sale 
the  council  states  the  matter)  the  private  tra-  of  opium  had  been  adjudged  to  the  board  of 
der  actually  declines  to  deal ;  which  is  a  proof  trade  for  the  express  purpose  of  selling  it  in 
Biore  than  necessary  to  demonstato  tho  extreme  Bengal,  not  in  China ;  ani  of  employing  the 
inprudcnce  of  such  an  undertaking  on  tho  produce  of  such  sale  in  the  manufactures  ot 
company's  account.  Still  stronger  and  equal-  ^  country,  in  which  the  original  commodity 
ly  obvious  objections  lay  to  that  member  of  ^m  produced.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  a 
Ihe  project,  which  regards  the  introduction  of  "«'«  trading  speculation  of  the  council,  invad- 
a  contraband  conunodity  into  China,  sent  at  »"g  ^  department  of  others,  without  lights 
such  a  risk  of  seizure,  not  only  of  the  imme-  of  its  own,  without  authority,  or  information 
diate  object  to  be  smuggled  in,  but  of  all  the  from  any  other  quarter.  In  a  commercial 
company's  property  in  Canton,  and  ponibly  view,  it  straitened  the  company*s  investment, 
at  a  hazard  to  the  existence  of  the  British  iac-  ^^  which  it  was  destined ;  as  a  measure  of 
tory  at  that  port.  finance,  it  is  a  contrivance,  by  which  a  mono- 
It  is  stated,  indeed,  that  a  monopolizing  poly»  formed  for  the  increase  of  revenue,  in- 
eonpany  in  Canton,  called  the  Cohong,  had  f^ad  of  becoming  one  of  its  resources,  in- 
rvdnced  commerce  there  to  a  deplorable  state,  solves  the  treasury,  in  the  first  instance,  in 
and  had  rendered  the  gains  of  private  mer-  »debt  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
chants,  either  in  opium  or  any  thing  else,  so  If  M^.  Hastings,  on  the  expiration  of 
small  and  so  precarious,  that  they  were  no  Mr.  Mackenzie's  contract,  (the  advantages  of 
longer  able,  by  purchasing  that  article,  to  ^l»>oh  to  the  company  had  been  long  doubt- 
fiwnish  the  company  with  money  for  a  China  f"l»)  ^^  put  himself  in  a  situation  to  do  his 
investment.  For  this  purpose,  the  person  ^^^Jf  some  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue 
whose  proposal  is  accepted,  declares  his  pro-  would  have  been  the  worst  consequence  of  the 
ject  to  be  to  set  up  a  monopoly  on  the  part  of  alleged  depreciation  ;  probably  it  would  not 
Ihe  company  against  the  monopoly  of  the  l^a^o  *>««"  considerable.  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
Chinese  merchanU ;  but  as  the  Chinese  mo-  contract,  which  at  first  was  for  three  years, 
•opoly  is  at  home,  and  supported  (as  the  bad  been  only  renewed  for  a  year.  Had  the 
minute  referred  to  asserts)  by  the  country  tame  course  been  pursued  with  Mr.  Sullivan, 
magistrates;  it  is  plain  it  is  the  Chinese  they  wouW  have  ha  i  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 

some  plan,  which  might  have  secured  then 

•  The  whole  sum  has  not  been  actually  rals-  &<>"  ^J  ^«>"  »*  »"•    But  they  pursued  ano- 

•S ;  but  Che  deficiency  is  not  very  considerable-  ther  plan ;  they  carefully  put  all  remedy  still 
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longor  oat  of  thetr  readi,  bj  giviof  their  eon-  tract  might  h&vo  been  good  \  but  whetlier  % 

tract  for  foiir  years.     To  cover  all  these  ir-  contract  made  between  two  servants,  contraiy 

regularities,  they  interest  the  settlranent  in  to  the  orders  of  their  conunon  master,  and  to 

their  &vour,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  most  the  prejudice  of  his  known   interest,  b«  a 

temptingof  all  baits,  in  a  chance  of  bills  upon  breach  of  trust  on  both  sides;  and  whether 

Europe.  the  contract  can  in  equity  have  force  to  bind 

In  this  manner  the  servants  abroad  have  the  company,  whenever  they  shall  bo  incliaed 

conducted  themselves  with  regard  to  Mr.  to  free  themselves  and  the  country  they  govern 

Sulivan's  contract  for  opium,  and  the  dispo-  from  this  mischievous  monopoly,  your  ooii>> 

■al  of  the  commodity.     In  England,  the  court  mittee  think  a  subject  worthy  of  further  ni> 

of  directors  took  it  into  consideration.     First  quiry. 

as  to  the  contract,  in  a  letter  dated  12th  July,  With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opiom, 

178t,  they  say,  that  *^  having  condemned  the  the  directors  very  properly  condemn  the  direct 

contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  contraband,  but  they  approve  the  trading  V07- 

for  the  provision  of  opium,  they  cannot  but  age.     The  directors  have  observed  nothing 

be  awrprised  at  your  having  concluded  a  new  concerning  the  loans.     They  probably   ro> 

contract  for /our  years  relative  to  that  article  served  that  matter  for  future  consideration, 

with  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  without  leaving  In  no  affair  has  the  connection  between  seiw 

the  decision  of  it  to  the  court  of  directors."  vants  abroad  and  persons  in  power  among  the 

The  sentiments  of  the  directors  are  proper,  proprietors  of  the  India  company  been  more 

and  worthy  of  persons  in  public  trust.    Their  discernible  than  in  this.     But  if  such  confodo- 

turprue  indeed  at  the  disobedience  to  their  racies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suffered 

orders  is  not  perfectly  natural  in  those  who  to  pass  without  due  animadversion,  the  an- 

for  many  years  have  scarcely  been  obeyed  in  thority  of  parliament  must  become  as  ineffic»> 

a  single  instance.     They  probably  asserted  cious  as  all  other  authorities  have  proved,  to 

their  authority,  at  this  time,  with  as  much  restrain  the  growth  of  disorders  either  in  lEkdia 

vigour  as  their  condition  admitted.  (»"  in  Europe. 

They  proceed:  "We  do  not  mean  (say 

they)  to  convey  any  censure  on  Mr.  Sulivan  — 
respecting  the  transaction;  but  we  cannot 

withhold  our  displeasure  fVom  the  govemour-  salt. 
general  and  council  at  such  an  instance  of 

contempt  of  our  authority."    They  then  pro-  The  reports  made  by  the  two  committaet 

ceed  justly  to  censure  the  removal  of  the  in-  of  the  house,  which  sat  in  the  years  1771 

spection,  and  some  other  particulars  of  this  and  1773,  of  the  state  and  conduct  of  the  in- 

gross  proceeding.    As  to  the  criminality  of  land  trade  of  Bengal  up  to  that  period,  havn 

the  parties,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee  with 

breach  of  duty  in  servants  is  highly  aggravat-  rrapect  to  the  third  and  last  article  of  roooo- 

ed  by  the  rank,  station,  and  trust  of  the  of>  poly,  viz.  that  of  salt ;  and  made  it  unnecet* 

fending  party.     But  no  party,  in  such  con-  sary  for  them  to  enter  into  so  minute  a  detail 

spiracy  to  break  orders,  appear  to  us  wholly  on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on  soma 

free  from  fault.  others. 

The  directors  did  their  duty  in  reprobating  Your  committee,  find  that  the  late  L<ml 

this  contract ;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  com-  Glive  constantly  asserted,  that  the  salt  trade 

mittee,  that  further  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  in  Bengal  had  been  a  monopoly  time  immo* 

inquire  into  the  legal  validity  of  a  transaction,  morial  ,*  that  it  ever  was  and  ever  must  be  a 

which  manifestly  attempts    to   prevent  the  monopoly  ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  other 

court  of  directors  from  applying  any  remedy  merchants  long  before  him,  had  given  to  the 

to  a  grievance  which  has  been  for  years  the  nabob  and  his  ministers  two  hundred  thousand 

constant  subject  of  complaints.  pounds  per  annum  for  the  exclusive  privilege. 

Both  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  The  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  De- 

the  company's  servants,  bound  by  their  cove-  cember,  1776,   paragraph  seventy-six,  say, 

nants  and  their  oaths  to  promote  the  interest  "  that  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great  measure  an 

of  their  masters,  and  both  equally  bound  to  be  exclusive  trade." 

obedient  to  their  orders.    lif  the  govemour^  The  secret  committee  report,  that  under 

general  had  contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  the  government  of  the  nabobs,  the  duty  on 

apprised  of  the  company's  orders,  and  not  salt  made  in  Bengal  was  two  and  an  half  per 

bound  by  a«y  previous  engagement,  the  con-  cent,  paid  by  Mussulmen,  and  five  per  ceat 
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fM  hf  G«ntoot.    On  the  aoceMioa  of>  Mir  tnde  in  salti  except  oo  the  Iiidia  company*! 

Cissim  in  1760,  (he  claim  of  the  company's  account. 

nrrmnts  to  trade  in  salt,  duty  free,was  first  Under  the  positive  orders  of  the  company, 
avowed.     Mr.  Vansittart  made  an  agreement  the  salt  trade  appears  to  have  continued  open 
with  him,  by  which  the  duties  should  be  fixed  from  1768  to  1772.    The  act  indeed  contain- 
It  nine  per  cent.     The  council  annulled  the  ed  an  exception  in  fiivour  of  the  company,  and 
agreement,  and  reduced  the  duty  to  two  and  left  them  a  liberty  of  dealing  in  salt  upon 
an  half  per  cent.    On  this,  Mir  Cassim  or-  their  own  account.    But  still  this  policy  re- 
dcred,  that  no  customs  or  duties  whatsoever  mained  unchanged,  and  their  orders  unre* 
•lioaid  be  collected  for  the  future.    But  a  voiced.    But  in  the  year  1772,  without  any 
■ajority  of  the  council  (22d  March,  176S)  instruction  from  the  court  of  directors  indical- 
esolved,  that  the  making  the  exemption  gene-  ing  a  change  of  opinion  or  system,  the  whole 
al  was  a  breach  of  the  company's  privileges ;  produce  was  again  monopolized,  professedly 
ind  that  the  nabob  should  be  positively  re-  fbr  the  use  of  the  company,  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
fared  to  recall  it,  and  collect  duties  as  before  Speaking  of  this  plan,  he  says :  (letter  to  the 
from  the  country  merchants,  and  all  other  per-  directors,  S2d  February,  1775,)   *'  No  new 
MnSf  who  had  not  the  protection  of  the  com-  hardship  has  been  imposed  upon  the  salt 
pany's  dustuck.    The  directors,  as  the  evi-  manufacturers  by  taking  the  management  of 
dent  reason  of  the  thing,  and  as  their  duty  re-  that  article  into  the  hands  of  government; 
qaired,  disapproved  highly  of  these  transao-  the  only  difference  is,  that  the  profit,  which 
tkms,  and  ordered  (8th  February,  1764,)  a  was  before  reaped  by  English  gentlemen  and  by 
/kml  and  ^ectual  ttap  to  be  put  to  the  itdand  Banians,  is  now  acquired  by  the  company." 
tade  in  aalty  and  ssveral  other  articles  of  In  May,  1766,  the  directors  had  condemned 
oommerco.      But  other    politics  and  other  the  monopoly  on  any  conditionM  whatsoever, 
■terests  prevailed ;  so  that,  in  the  May  fol-  '*  At  that  time  they  thought  it  neither  consis- 
k»wing,  a  general  court  resolved,  that  it  should  tent  with  their  honour  nor  their  dignity  to  pro- 
be recommended  to  the  court  of  directors  to  mote  such  an  exclusive  trade."    **  They  con- 
ncoQsider  the  preceding  orders.     In  conse-  sidered  it  too  as  disgraceful  and  below  the 
^KDoe  of  which,  the  directors  ordered  the  dignity  of  their  present  situation  to  allow  of 
govemour  and  council  to  form  a  plan,  in  con-  such  a  monopoly ;  and  that,  were  they  to  al- 
esrt  with  the  nabob,  for  regulating  the  inland  low  it  under  any  restrictions,  they  should 
tede.  consider  themselves  as  assenting  and  subscrib- 
On  these  last  orders  Lord  Clivers  plan  was  ing  to  all  the  mischiefs,  which  Bengal  had 
bnatd  in  1765  for  engrossing  the  sole  pur-  presented  to  them  for  four  years  past." 
chase  of  salt,  and  dividing  the  profits  among  Notwithstanding  this  solemn  declaration, 
the  company's  seniour  servants.     The  direc-  in  their  letter  of  24th  December,  1776,  they 
tors,  who  had  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way  approve  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  say, 
to  a  monopoly  under  any  idea,  or  for  any  *'  that  the  monopoly  on  its  present  footing  can 
porposes,  disapproved  of  this  plan,  and  on  the  be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  country,'' 
17th  of  May,  1766,  ordered  it  to  be  abolish-  &c. 

ed;  but  they  substituted  no  other  in  its  room.  This,  however,  was  a  rigorous  monopoly. 

la  this  manner  things  continued  until  No-  The  account  given  of  it  by  General  Claver- 

vember,  1767,  when  the  directors  repeated  ing.  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  in 

their  orders  for  excluding  all  persons  whatso-  their  minute  of  11th  January,  1775,  in  which 

fver ,  excepting  the  natives  only,  from  being  the  situation  of  the  Molungees,  or  persons 

eoDoemed  in  the  inland  trade  in  salt ;  and  employed  in  the  salt  manufacture,  is  particu* 

ibey  declared,  that   (vide  par.  90)   *'  such  larly  described,  is  stated  at  length  in  the  ap> 

itede  is  herefry  ab<Uished  and  put  a  final  end  pendix.     Mr.  Hastings  himself  says,  "  the 

to.*    In  the  same  letter  (par.  92)  they  order-  power  of  obliging  Molungees  to  work  has 

•d  that  the  salt  trade  should  be  laid  open  to  been  customary  fi'om  time  immemorial." 

dto  natives  in  general,  subject  to  snch  a  duty  Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage  to 

at  might  produce  one  hundred  and  fwenty  government  could  account  for,  and  nothing  at 

tfmwind  pounds  a  year.    This  policy  was  all  perhaps  could  justify  the  revival  of  mono* 

idopted  by  the  legislature.    In  the  act  of  poly  thus  circumstanced.      The  advantage 

1773,  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  it  shouM  proposed  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring 

BOt  be  lawful  for  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by  Eng« 

to  engage,  intermeiile,  or  be  any  way  con-  lish  gentlemen  and  Banians,  to  the  company, 

,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  inland  The  profits  of  the  former  were  not  problemi 

Vol..  m.— 4. 
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tical.    It  wu  to  be  seen  what  the  effect  of  Beng&i  may  have  power  for  any  long  tima 

would  bo  of  a  scheme  to  transfer  them  to  the  to  prevent.     In  the  end,  government  wiU  pr(^ 

latter,  even  under  the  management  of  the  pro-  bably  be  undersold,  and  beaten  down  to  a 

jector  himself.     In  the  revenue  consultations  losing  price.    Or,  if  they  should  attempt  to 

of  September,   1766,    Mr.    Hastings  said,  force  all  the  advantages  from  this  article,  of 

**  many  causes  have  since  combined  to  reduce  which  by  every  exertion  it  may  be  made  cap»> 

this  article  of  revenue  almost  to  nothing,  ble,  it  may  distress  some  other  part  of  tlwir 

The  plan,  which  I  am  now  inclined  to  recom-  possessions  in  India,  and  destroy,  or  at  least 

mend  for  the  future  management  of  the  salt  impair,  the  natural  intercourse  between  them* 

revenue,  differs  widely  from  that  which  I  Ultimately  it  may  hurt  Bengal  itself,  and  tht 

adopted  under  different  circumstances."  produce  of  its  landed  revenue,  by  destroyiii| 

It  appears  that  the  ill  success  of  his  former  the  vent  of  that  grain,  which  it  would  other* 

■cheme  did  not  deter  him  (Vom  recommending  wise  barter  for  salt. 

another.  Accordingly,  in  July,  1777,  Mr.  Your  committee  think  it  hardly  necessary  to 
Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  observe  that  the  many  changes  of  plan  which 
the  salt  mahls  should  be  let,  toith  the  lands,  to  have  taken  place  in  the  management  <^  the 
the  farmers  and  Zemindars  for  a  ready  money  salt  trade,  are  far  from  honour^le  to  the  corn- 
rent,  including  duties ;  the  salt  to  be  left  to  pany's  government ;  and,  that,  even  if  tho 
their  disposal.  monopoly  of  this  article  were  a  profitable  coo- 

Afler  some  trial  of  this  method,  Mr.  Has-  cem,  it  should  not  be  permitted.    Exclusive 

tings  thought  fit  to  abandon  it.    In  Septem-  of  the  general  effect  of  this  and  of  all  racmopo- 

ber,  1780,  he  changed  his  plan  a  third  time,  lies,  the  oppressions  which  the  manufacturers 

and  proposed  the  institution  of  a  »alt  qffice-~  of  salt,  called  Afofuti^eet,  still  suffer  under  it, 

the  salt  was  to  be  again  engrossed  for  the  though  perhaps  alleviated  in  some  particulars, 

benefit  of  the  company,  and  the  management  deserve  particular  attention.    There  is  ovi- 

conducted  by  a  number  of  salt  agents.  dence  enough  on  the  company's  [records  to  sa- 

From  the  preceding  &cts  it  appears,  that  in  tisfy  your  committee  that  these  people  havo 
this  branch  of  the  company's  government  lit-  been  treated  with  great  rigour ;  and  not  only 
tie  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  ease  and  wel-  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of  their  labour, 
fare  of  the  natives ;  and  that  the  directors  but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession 
have  no  where  shown  greater  inconsistency  to  different  masters,  who,  under  pretence  <^ 
than  in  their  orders  on  this  subject.  Yet  buying  up  the  balances  duo  to  their  preceding 
salt,  considering  it  as  a  necessary  of  life,  was  employers,  find  means  of  keeping  them  in  per- 
by  no  means  a  safe  and  proper  subject  for  so  petual  slavery.  For  evils  of  this  nature  there 
many  experiments  and  innovations.  For  ten  can  be  no  perfect  remedy,  as  long  as  the  mo- 
years  together  the  directors  reprobated  the  nopoly  continues.  They  are  in  the  nature  of 
idea  of  suffering  this  necessary  of  life  to  be  the  thing,  and  cannot  be  cured  or  effectually 
engrossed  on  any  condition  whataoever ;  and  counteracted  even  by  a  just  and  vigilant 
■trictly  prohibited  all  Europeans  fi-om  trading  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  objec- 
in  it.  Yet,  as  soon  as  they  were  made  to  tions  occur  to  the  farming  of  any  branch  of 
expect  from  Mr.  Hastings,  that  the  profits  of  the  public  revenue  in  Bengal,  particularly 
the  monopoly  should  be  converted  to  their  against  &rming  the  salt  lands. 'But  the  dilem- 
own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  ma  to  which  government,  by  this  system,  is 
"could  be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  constantlyreduced,  of  authorizing  great  injua- 
country,"  and  authorized  its  continuance ;  tice,  or  suffering  great  loss,  is  alone  sufficient 
until  he  himself,  finding  it  produced  little  or  to  condemn  it.  Either  government  is  expect- 
nothing,  renounced  it  of  his  own  accord,  ed  to  support  the  farmer  or  contractor  in  all 
Your  committee  are  apprehensive  that  this  his  pretensions  by  an  exertion  of  power,  which 
will  at  all  times,  whatever  flattering  appear-  tends  of  necessity  to  the  ruin  of  the  parties 
ance  it  may  wear  for  a  time,  be  the  fate  of  subjected  to  the  farmer's  contract,  and  to  the 
any  attempt  to  monopolize  the  salt  for  the  suppression  of  free  trade ;— or,  if  such  assi^ 
profit  of  government.  In  the  first  instance  it  tance  ie  refused  him,  he  complains  that  he  is 
will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer  beyond  not  supported — that  private  persons  interfers 
its  just  level ;  but  that  evil  will  soon  ^  cor-  with  his  contract— -that  the  manufacturers 
rected  by  means  ruinous  to  the  company  as  desert  their  labour,  and  that  proportionate  de- 
monopolists,  viz.  by  the  embezzlement  of  ductions  must  be  allowed  him. 
tiieir  own  salt,  and  ny  the  importation  of  After  the  result  oftheir  examination  into  tbs 
(breign  salt,  neither  of  which  the  government  genera  nature  and  effoa  of  this  monopoly,  it 
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raouuiui  only  for  your  committee  to  inquire     duty  in  this  respect,  howerer  culpable,  is  not 
whether  there  wss  any  valid  foundation  for  that     to  be  compared,  either  in  its  nature  or  in  its 
declaration  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  we  con-     consequences,  with  the  destructive  principles 
dode  must  have  principally  recommended  the     on  which  they  have  acted.     It  has  been  their 
monopoly  of  salt  to  the  favour  of  the  court  of    practice,  if  not  system,  to  inquire,  to  censure, 
directors ;  viz.  "  that  the  profit,  which  was  be-     and  not  to  punish.    As  long  as  the  miscon- 
fore  reaped  by  English  gentlemen,  and  by  Ba-     duct  of  persons  in  power  in  Bengal  was  en- 
nians,  was  now  acquired  by  the  company.**  On     couraged  by  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  conceal* 
Che  contrary,  it  was  proved  and  acknowledged     ment,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  they  felt  some 
before  the  govemour-general  and  council, when     restraint  upon  their  actions,  and  that  they 
diey  inquired  into  this  matter  in  March,  1775,     stood  in  some  awe  of  the  power  placed  over 
fbat  the  chie&  and  councils  of  those  districts,     them.     Whereas  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
JD  which  there  were  salt  mahls,  reserved  par-     the  late  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  tells 
titular  salt  farms  for  their  own  use,  and  divid-     them,  in  effect,  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear 
fld  the  profits,  in  certain  stated  proportions,     from  the  certainty  of  a  discovery, 
imong  themselves  and  their  assistants.     But,         On  the  same  principle  on  which  your  com- 
mdtn  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  mittee  have  generally  limited  their  researches 
the  persons  concerned  in  them,  should  be  call-  to  the  persons  placed  by  parliament,  or,  rais- 
•dfor  by  the  house,  it  is  our  .wish  to  avoid  ed  or  put  in  nomination  by  the  court  of  directors 
catering  into  it.     On  one  example  only  your  to  the  highest  station  in  Bengal,  it  was  also 
eoounittee  think  it  just  and  proper  to  insist,  their  original  wish  to  limit  those  inquiries  to 
Hating  first  to  the  house  on  what  principles  the  period  at  which  parliament  interposed  its 
ihry  bive  made  this  selection.  authority  between  the  company  and  their  ser- 
in pursuing  their  inquiries,  your  committee  vants,  and  gave  a  new  constitution  to  the 
have  endeavoured  chiefly  to  keep  in  view  the  presidency  of  Fort  William.    If  the  company's 
ooodoct  of  persons  in    the  highest  stations,  servants  had  taken  a  new  date  from  that  pe- 
particularly  of  those,  in  whom  the  legislature,  riod,  and  if  from  thenceforward  their  conduct 
is  well  as  the  company,  have  placed  a  special  had  corresponded  with  the  views  of  the  legisla- 
eoofidence  ;  judging  that  the  conduct  of  such  ture,  it  is  probable  that  a  review  of  the  trans- 
persons  is  not  only  most  important  in  itself,  actions  of  remoter  periods  would  not  have 
hot  moet  likely  to  influence  the  subordinate  been  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  remem- 
nmks  of  the  service.     Your  committee  have  brance  of  them  would  have  been  gradually 
also  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  court  effaced,  and  finally  buried  in  oblivion.     But 
of  directors  on  all  those  instances  of  the  be-  the  reports  which  your  committee  have  alrea- 
haviour  of  their  servants  that  seemed  to  de-  dy  made,  have  shown  the  house  that  from  the  , 
serve,  and  did  sometimes  attract,  their  imme-  year  1772,  when  those  proceedings  commenced 
diate  attention.     They  constantly  find  that  the  in  parliament,  on  which  the  act  of  the  follow- 
■eg ligence  of  the  court  of  directors  has  kept  ing  year  was  founded,  abuses  of  every  kind 
pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have  quickened,  have  prevailed  and  multiplied  in  Bengal  to  a 
the  growth  of  the  practices  which  they  have  degree  unknown  in  former  times,  and  are  per- 
eoademned.     Breach  of  duty  abroad  will  al-  fectly  suflicient  to  account  for  the  present  dis- 
ways  go  hand  in  hand  with  neglect  ofit  at  home,  tress  of  the  company's  aflTairs  both  at  home 
la  general,  the  court  of  directors,  though  sufli-  and  abroad.     The  affair  which  your  commit- 
cieotly  severe  in    censuring    oflfences,   and  tee  now  lays  before  the  house,  occupies  too 
MOKtimes  in  punishing   those  whom    they  large  a  space  in  the  company's  records,  and 
have  regarded  as  oflTenders  of  a  lower  rank,  ap-  is  of  too  much  importance  in  every  point  of 
pear  to  have  suflTered  the  most  conspicuous,  view,  to  be  passed  over. 
and,  therefore,  the  most  dangerous,  examples         Your  committee  find  that  in  March,  1775,  a 
af  disobedience   and  misconduct  in  the  first  petition  was  presented  to  the  govemour-gene- 
dfepartment  of  their  service,  to  pass  with  a  ral  and  council  by  a  person  called  Coja  Ka* 
W>le  and  ineffectual  coMemnation.     In  those  works,  an  Armenian  merchant  resident  at 
ewes  which  they  have  deemed  too  apparent  Dacca,  (of  which  division  Mr.  Richard  Bar 
■hI  too  strong  to  be  disregarded  even  with  well  luul  lately  been  chief,)  setting  forth  in 
afety  to  themselves,  and  against  which  their  substance,  that  in  November,  177S,  the  peti- 
heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared,  it  ap-  tioner  had  farmed  a  certain  salt  district  called 
pears  to  your  committee  that  their  interfer-  Savage-poor,  and  had  entered  into  a  contract 
aaoe,  such  as  it  was,  had  amisdiievous,  rath-  with  the  committee  of  circuit  for  providing 
m  than  a  uaefiil  tendency.    A  total  neglect  of  awl  delivering  to  the  India  cooipanj  the  salt 
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produced  in  iht  district :  that  in  177S  he  to  tbo  board,  dated  23d  and  24th  of  Maivfa^ 
farmed  another  called  Selimabad  on  similar  1775.  The  answer  is  remarkable.  He  ••• 
conditions :  he  alleges,  that  in  February,  1774,  sorts,  that "  the  whole  of  Kaworke's  relatioQ 
whenMr. BarwellarriTedatDacca,hecharg«  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  facts;  that 
ed  the  petitioner  with  125,600  rupees  (equal  the  simple  fiict  was,  that  in  January,  1774,  tb« 
to  13,000/.)  as  a  contribution ;  ami,  in  order  salt  mahls  of  Savage-poor  and  Selimabad  be- 
to  lery  it,  did  the  same  year  deduct  20,799  ru-  came  hisj  and  were  re-let  by  fum  to  this  man, 
pees  from  the  amount  of  the  advance-fiioiuy,  in  the  names  of  Bussant  Roy  and  Kissen  I>el>, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petition-  on  condition  that  he  should  account  with  him 
or,  on  account  of  the  India  company,  for  the  {,3Ir.  Barwdl)  for  profits  to  a  certain  sum 
provision  of  salt  in  the  two  &rms ;  and,  after  and  that  he  {Mr.  BarweU)  engaged  for  Savage 
doing  so,  compelled  the  petitioner  to  execute  poor,  in  the  perttuuion  of  Ut  being  a  verypro^ 
and  give  him  four  different  bonds  for  77,627  Jitablefarm  ,***  and  he  concludes  with  saying, 
rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Porran  Paulf  ibr  "  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reasoning,  and  Ms 
the  remainder  of  such  contribution  or  unjust  toiMh  to  add  to  my  Jortune  has  warped  m^ 
profit.  judgment^  in  a  transaction  that  may  appear 
Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  petition  to  the  bovd  in  a  light  different  to  wl^  I  view 
relative  to  the  unjust  exaction.  The  harsh  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot  recall  it ;  and  I 
means  of  compelling  the  payment  make  anoth-  rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a 
nr  and  very  material  part ;  for  the  petitioner  Act."  In  his  second  letter  he  says,  "  To  the 
asserts,  that  in  order  to  recover  the  amount  of  honourable  court  of 'directors  I  will  submit 
these  bonds,  guards  were  placed  over  him,  and  all  my  rights  in  the  salt  contracts  I  engaged 
that  Mr.  Bsirwell,  by  ill  usage  and  oppree-  in ;  and  if,  in  their  opinion,  those  rights  vest 
sions,  recovered  from  him,  at  different  times,  in  the  company,  I  will  account  to  them  for  the 
46,656  Arcot  rupees,  besides  283  rupees  ex-  last  shilling  I  luive  received  from  such  con- 
torted by  the  gusxd ;— that,  after  this  payment  tracts,  my  intentions  being  upright ;  and,  as 
two  of  the  bonds,  containing  36,313  rupees,  I  never  did  wish  to  profit  myself  to  the  pre- 
were  restored  to  him,  and  he  was  again  com-  judice  of  my  employers,  bv  their  judgment  I 
milted  to  the  charge  of  four  Peon»  (or  guards)  will  be  implicitly  directed." 
topay  the  amount  of  the  remaining  two  bonds.  The  majority  of  the  board  desired  that 
The  petition  further  charges,  that  the  said  Kaworke^s  petition  should  be  transmitted  to 
gentlemen  and  his  people  had  also  extorted  England  by  the  ship  then  under  despatch;  and 
from  the  petitioner  other  sums  of  money,  it  was  accordingly  sent,  with  Mr.  BarwelPs 
which,  taken  together,  amounted  to  25,000  replies.  Mr.  BarweU  moved  that  a  committee 
rupees.  should  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
But  the  heaviest  grievance  alleged  by  him  what  he  had  to  offer  on  the  subject  of  Kawor- 
is,  that  afler  the  sums  of  money  had  been  ex-  ke's  petition  and  a  conmiittee  was  accordingly 
lorted  on  account  of  the  farms,  the  fiiith  usual  appointed,  consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the 
in  such  transactions  is  allowed  not  to  have  council,  except  the  govemour-genoral. 
been  kept ;  but,  after  the  petitioner  had  been  The  committee  opened  their  proceedings 
obliged  to  buy  or  compound  for  the  farms,  that  with  reading  a  second  petition  from  Kaworke, 
they  were  taken  firom  him ; — "  that  the  said  ccmtaining  corrected  accounts  of  cash,  said  to 
Richard  BarweU,  Esquire,  about  his  departure  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the  extraordinary  and 
from  Dacca,  in  October,  1774,  for  self-interest,  unwarrantable  profits  taken  or  received  from 
wrested  from  the  petitioner  the  aforesaid  two  him  by  Richard  BarweU,  Esquire ;  all  which 
mahls  or  destricts,  and  farmed  them  to  anoth-  are  inserted  at  large  in  the  appendix.  Bj 
er  person,  notwithstanding  he  had  extorted  these  accounts  Mr.  BarweU  is  charged  with  a 
from  the  petitioner  a  considerable  sum  of  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,421  rupees  to  Kaworke. 
money  on  account  of  those  Pergunnahs."  The  principal  difference  between  him  and  Mr. 
To  this  petition  your  committee  find  two  BarweU  arises  firom  a  different  mode  of  stat> 
accounts  annexed,  in  which  the  sums  said  to  ing  the  accounts  acknowledged  to  exist  be* 
be  paid  to  or  taken  by  Mr.  BarweU,  and  the  tween  them.  In  the  account  current,  signed 
respective  dates  of  the  several  payments,  are  by  Mr.  BarweU,  he  gives  Kaworke  credit  for 
specified ;  and  they  find  that  the  account  of  for  the  receipt  of  98,426  rupees,  and  charges 
particulars  agrees  with  and  makes  up  the  gross  him  with  a  balance  of  27,073  rupees, 
sum  charged  in  the  petition.  The  &cts  stated,  or  admitted  by  Mr.  Bar- 
Mr.  Barweirs  immediate  answer  to  the  well,  are  as  follows :  that  the  salt  farms  of 
preceding  charge  is  contained  in  two  letters  Selimabad  and  Savage-poor  were  Ais,  and  rcw 
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him  to  (tue  two  Armenian  merdiants,  at  loaat  the  accuser  should  have  been  pushed 
and  Kaworke,  on  condition  of  their  to  the  proof  of  thmn.  Nothing  of  this  kind 
paying  him  125,000  nipeee,  exclmive  oT  appears  to  have  been  done,  or  eren  attempted, 
their  engagements  to  the  company ;  that  the  The  transaction  itself,  as  it  stands,  is  clears 
engagement  was  written  in  the  name  of  Bu9-  \y  collusire ;  the  form  in  which  it  is  conduct- 
ion/ JUy  and  Kmen  Deb  Sing :  and  Mr.  ed  is  clandestine  and  mysterious  in  an  extniF* 
Barwell  says,  that  the  reason  of  its  being  **  in  ordinary  degree ;  and  the  acknowledged  object 
these  people^s  names  was,  because  it  too*  not  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by  an 
thought  conriitent  loith  the  public  regtUationi  agent  amd  trustee  of  the  company  at  the  ex- 
tkat  the  namea  ofong  European  should  ctppear,**  pense  of  his  employers,  and  of  which  he  con* 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  policy  was  carried  fesses  he  has  received  a  considerable  part, 
to  a  still  greater  length :  means  were  used  to  The  comtnittee  of  the  govemour^general 
remove  such  an  obnoxious  proceeding  as  &r  as  and  council  appear  to  have  closed  their  pro- 
possible  from  the  public  eye ;  and  they  were  ceedings  with  several  resolutions,  which,  with 
rach  as  will  strongly  impress  the  house  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr,  Barwell  as  a  do- 
ihe  &cility  of  abuse,  and  the  extreme  difficul-  fence,  are  inserted  in  the  appendix.  The 
ty  of  detection  in  every  thing  which  relates  to  whole  are  referred  thither  together,  on  account 
die  Indian  administration.  For  these  substi-  of  the  ample  extent  of  the  answer.  These 
tated  persons  were  again  represented  by  the  papers  will  be  found  to  throw  considerable 
farther  substitution  of  another  name,  viz.  light,  not  only  on  the  points  in  question,  but 
Rada  ChMtm  Dey,  whom  Mr.  Barwell  asserts  on  the  general  administration  of  the  compa- 
to  be  a  real  person  living  at  Dacca,  and  who  nj^  revenues  in  Bengal.  On  sonle  passages 
atsod  for  thefau^ory  of  Dacca ;  whereas  the  in  Mr.  BarwelPs  defence,  or  account  of  his 
Armenian  affirms,  that  there  was  no  such  conduct,  your  committee  offer  the  following 
pfrsoo  as  Rada  Ckum,  and  that  it  was  a  fie-  remarks  to  the  judgment  of  the  house  : — 
titious  name.  In  his  letter  of  the  28d  March,  1776,  he 

Mr.  Barwell,  in  his  justification,  proceeds  says,  that  he  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the 

to  affirm,  that  Coja  Kaworke  never  had  the  pertuaeion  of  Ualrnng  a  very  profitable  farm. 

Bsanagement  of  the  salt  mahls,  '*  but  on  coti-  In  this  place  your  committee  think  it  proper 

dition  of  accounting  to  the  former  chief  and  to  to  state  the  17th  article  of  the  regulations  of 

Mr.  BarweUfar  a  ipeq/ied  advantage  anting  the  committee  of  circuit,  formed  in  May,  1 77S, 

from  them    that  Mr.   Barwell  determined,  by  the  president  and  council,  of  which  Mr. 

uUhout  he  could  reconcile  the  tntereate  of  the  Barwell  was  a  member,  together  with  their 

fublie  with  hie  oum  private  emolumentSf  that  he  own  observations  thereupon. 

wtNild  not  engage  in  this  concern ;  and  that,  17th.  "  That  no  Peshoar,  Banyan,  or  other 

when  he  took  an  interest  in  it,  it  uxtafor  ape-  servant,   of  whatever  denomination,  of  the 

q/Ud  ben^  m  money,  and  every  condition  in  collector,  or  relation  or  dependentof  any  such 

the  poblic  engagement  to  be  answered.''  servant,  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  directs 

Tour  committee  have  stated  the  preceding  ly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  fium, 

iKts  in  the  same  terms  in  which  they  are  stat-  nor  to  be  security  for  any  fiirmer ;  that  the 

ed  by  Mr.  Barwell.     The  house  is  to  judge  collector  be  strictly  enjoined  to  prevent  such 

bow  fkr  they  amount  to  a  defence  against  the  practices ;   and  that,  if  it  shall  be  discovered 

charges  eoatained  in  Kaworke's  petition,  or  to  that  any  one,  under  afalee  namOf  or  any  hind 

an  admission  of  the  truth  of  the  principal  of  coUueionj  hath  found  means  to  evade  this 

part  of  it.     Mr.  Barwell  does  not  allow  tliat  order,  he  shall  be  subject  to  an  heavy  fine,  pro* 

eoaapolsioo  was  used  to  extort  the  money  portionate  to  the  amount  of  the  fkrm,  and  the 

winch  he  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  that  &rm  shall  be  re-let,  or  made  Khas:  and  if  it 

Ibe  Ulcer  wss  dispossessed  of  the  farms  in  shall  appear  that  the  collector  shall  have  coun- 

eoDseqoence  of  an  offer  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  tenanced,  approved,  or  connived  at  a  breach 

hy  another  person  {Ramtunder  Paulet)  to  of  this  regulation,  he  shall  stand  ipoo  faeto 

^pacj  him  a  lack  of  rupees  more  for  it.    The  dismissed  fi^m    his  collectorship.    Neither 

troth  cTdkest  charges  has  not  been  ascertained,  shall  any  European,  directly  or  indirectly,  be 

Tbey  were  decls^  by  Mr.  Barwell  to  be  permitted  to  rent  lands  in  any  part  of  the 

Use ;  but  no  attempt  was  made  by  him  to  in-  country." 

validate  or  confute  them,  though  it  concern-  d^«,l  h,.  «&.  n.^^ 

•d  his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty  in  the  ^'"^'^  ^  "*  '''^^• 

■Cation  wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  17th.  "  If  the  collector,  or  any  penons  who 

W*  tncfa  a  nature  shouU  have  been  disapproved,  partake  of  his  authority,  are  permitted  to  be 
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the  fArnen  of  the  country ,  no  other  persons  preceded  Mr.  Barwell  in  the  chie&hip  of 

will  dare  to  be  their  conipetit<n^,  of  course  Dacca,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  of  April,  1776, 

they  will  obtain  the  farms  on  their  own  terms.  *  declares  that  he  paid  to  the  committee  of  cir- 

It  ii  iwtjit  that  the  tervantM  of  the  company  cuit  12,000  rupees  as  their  profit  on  a  singl* 

ehould  be  dealere  wUh  their  maetere.     The  salt  farm ;  which  sum,  he  says,  "  1  paid  the 

collectors  are  checks  on  the  farmers.     If  they  committee  at  their  request,  before  their  d»- 

themselves  turn  fiu'mers,  what  checks  can  be  parture  from  Dacca,  and  reimbursed  layweM 

found  for  them?    What  security  will  the  out  of  <Ae  aduoncat  directed  to  be  issued  (bi 

company  have  for  their  property,  or  where  the  provision  of  the  salt.    Thus  one  illicii 

are  the  Ryots  to  look  for  relief  against  op-  and  mischievous  transaction  always  leads  to 

pressions?"  another ;  and  the  irregular  farming  of  reveniw 

The  reasons  assigned  (or  the  preceding  re-  brings  on  the  misapplication  of  the  commer- 

gulation  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  per^  cial  advances.*' 

fectly  just ;  but  they  can  by  no  means  be  re-  Mr.  Barwell  professes  himself  to  be  senai- 

conciled  to  those  which  induced  Mr.  Barwell  ble,  "  that  a  wi^  to  add  to  his  fortune  ma^ 

to  engage  in  the  salt  fiums  of  Selimabad  and  poesMy  have  warped  hie  Judgment ;  and  thai 

Savage-poor.     In  the  first  place,  his  doing  so  he  rather  ehooeee  to  admit  an  errour  than  denjf 

is  at  length  a  direct  and  avowed,  though  at  a  fact"    But  your  committee  are  of  opinion 

first  a  covert  violation  of  the  public  regula-  that  the  extraordinary  caution,  and  the  intri- 

tion,  to  which  he  was  himself  a  party,  as  cate  contrivances  with  which  his  share  in  this 

a  member  of  the  government,  as  well  as  an  transaction  is  wrapped  up,  form  a  sufficient 

act  of  disobedience  to  the  company's  positive  proof  that  he  was  not  altogether  misled  in  hij 

orders  on  this  subject.     In  their  general  letter  judgment ;  and  though  there  might  be  soma 

of  the  17th  of  May,  1766,  the  court  of  direc-  merit  in  acknowledging  an  error  before  it  wai 

tors  say,  **  We  positively  order,  that  no  cove-  discovered,  there  could  be  very  little  in  a  con- 

nanted  servant,  or  Englishman,  residing  un-  fession  produced  by  previous  detection, 

der  our  protection,  shall  be  suffered  to  bold  The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in 

any  land  for  his  own  account,  directly  or  in-  defence  of  the  clandestine  part  of  this  trana- 

directly,  in  his  own  name  or  that  of  others,  or  action,  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  insuffi- 

o  be  concerned  in  any  farms  or  revenues  cient  in  themselves,  and  not  yery  fit  to  be 

whatsoever."  urged  by  a  man  in  his  station.     In  one  place 

Secondly.  If,  instead  of  letting  the  com-  he  says,  that  **  it  v>a$  not  thought  coneietent 

pany's  lands  or  &rms  to  indifferent  persons,  with  the  public  regulationa  that  the  name*  qf 

their  agent  or  trustee  be  at  liberty  to  bold  any  Europeans  should  appear."     In  another, 

them  himself,  he  will  always  (on  principles  he  says,  "  I  am  aware  of  the  objection  that 

stated  and  adliered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  has  been  made  to  the  English  taking  farms 

sufficient  reason  for  farming  them  on  his  own  under  the  names  of  the  natives,  as  prohibited 

account,  since  be  can  at  all  times  make  them  by  the  company*s  orders ;  and  I  must  deviatM 

as  profitable  as  he  pleases  ;  or,  if  he  leases  a  little  upon  this.     It  has  been  generally  un- 

them  to  a  third  person,  yet  reserves  an  inter-  derstood  that  the  scope  and  tendency  of  the 

mediate  profit  for  himself,  that  profit  may  be  honourable  company's  prohibition  of  farms  to 

as  great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  must  be  necea-  Europeans  was  meant  only  to  exclude  such 

sarily  made  at  the  company's  expense.     If,  at  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  persons, 

the  same  time,  he  be  collector  of  the  reve-  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dewanny 

nues,  it  will  be  bis  interest  to  recommend  re-  courts  of  Adawlet ;  because,  upon  any  failure 

missions  in  favour  of  the  nominal  farmer,  and  of  «igagements,  upon  any  complaint  of  unjust 

he  will  have  it  his  power  to  sink  the  amount  oppression,  or  other  cause  of  discontent  what> 

of  his  collections.  ever,  it  was  supposed  an  European  might 

These  principles,  and  the  correspondent  screen  himself  from  the  process  of  the  country 

practices,  leave  the  India  company  without  judicature.     But  it  was  never  supposed  that 

any  security  that  all  the  leases  of  the  lands  of  an  European  of  credit  and  responeibility  was 

Bengal  may  not  have  been  disposed  of  under  absolutely  incapable    from    holding  certain 

that  administration,    which    made   the  five  tenures  under  the  sanction  and  authority  o( 

years'  settl«nent  in  1772,  in  the  same  man-  the  country  laws,  or  from  becoming  security 

ner,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  for  such  native  &rmers,  contractors,  &c.  &c. 

To  enable  the  bouse  to  judge  how  &r  this  as  he  might  protect  and  employ." 

apprehension  may  be  founded,  it  will  be  pro-  Your  committee  have  opposed  this  con* 

per  to  state,  that  Mr.  Nicholas  Grueber,  who  struction  of  Mr.  Barwell's  to  the  positive  ov 
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ta  ^'^'^  the  conduct  it  is  meant  to  colour,  "  Some  of  the  eaaet/*  they  say,  are  ao  Jla- 
fau  wiHBted.  "  Europeans  of  credit  and  re-  grantly  corrupt^  and  othtn  aUmded  with  dr* 
ipondhiUfyy"  that  is,  Europeans  armed  with  eumatances  to  oppremvt  to  the  inhabUanit,  thai 
wealdi  •oi  power,  and  exercising  offices  of    ii  would  be  unjuet  to  emffer  the  delinquents  to 

luthoritj  and  trust,  instead  of  being  excepted  go  unpunished."  With  this  obserration  their 
from  the  spirit  of  the  restriction,  must  be  sup-    proceedings  appear  to  have  ended,  and  paused 

posed  the  peraow  who  are  chiefly  meant  to  be  for  more  than  a  year. 

comprehended  ia  it;  for,  abstract  the  idea  of        On  the  4th  of  March,  1778,  the  directors  ap- 

an  European  fron  the  ideas  of  power  and  in-  pear  to  have  resumed  the  subject.    In  their  let- 

flurace,  and  the  reaCriction  is  no  longer  ra-  ter  of  that  date,  they  instructed  the  govemour 

tioml.  and  council  forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecu- 

Yoor  committee  aro  therefore  of  opinion,  tion  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  against 

ibat  the  nature  ot  the  eril,  which  was  meant  the  persons  who  composed  the  committee  of 

!o  be  prevented  by  the  above  orders  and  regu-  circuit,  or  their  representatives,    and  also 

iations,  was  not  altemd,  or  the  evil  itself  di-  against  Mr.  Barwell,  in  order  to  recover,  for 

BBinished,  by  the  collusive  methods  made  use  the  use  of  the  company,  the  amount  of  all  ad- 

of  to  evade  them ;  and  thai,  if  the  regulations  vantages  acquired  by  them  from  their  several 

were  proper,  (as  they  unquestionably  were,)  engagements  in  salt   contracts  and  farms, 

they  ought  to  have  been  pmctually  complied  Adverting  however  to  the  declaration  made 

with ;  particularly  by  the  members  of  the  go-  by  Mr.  Barwell,  that  he  would  account  to 

venuneot  who  farmed  the  pUm,  and  who,  as  the  court  of  directors  for  the  last  shilling  he 

trustees  of  the  company,  were  especially  an-  had  received,  and  abide  implicitly  by  their 

swerable  (or  their  being  duly  carried  into  exe-  judgment,  they  thought  it  probable  that  oo 

CQtion.     Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  being  acquainted  with  their  peremptory  orders 

believe  that  it  could  ever  have  been  generally  for  commencing  a  prosecution,  be  might  be 

onderstood  *'  that  the  company's  prohibition  desirous  of  paying  his  share  of  profits  into  the 

of  &nns  to  Europeans  was  meant  only  to  ex-  company^s  treasury  ;  and  they  pointed  out  a 

dude  sudi  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  precaution  to  be  used  in  accepting  such  a 

persons,  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tender  on  his  part. 

Dewumy  courts ;" — no  such  restriction  is  so  On  this  part  of  the  transaction  your  com- 
anch  as  hinted  at.  And,  if  it  had  been  so  mittee  observe,  that  the  court  of  directors  ap- 
onderstood,  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of  the  per*  pear  blameable  in  having  delayed  till  Februa- 
sotts  who,  from  their  rank,  station,  and  influ-  /y,  1777,  to  take  any  measure  in  consequence 
cace,  most  have  been  the  principal  objects  of  of  advices  so  interesting  and  important,  and 
the  prohibition.  Since  the  establishment  of  on  a  matter,  concerning  which  they  had  made 
Cbe  company's  influence  in  Bengal,  no  Euro-  so  strong  a  declaration ;  considering  that, 
peant,  of  any  rank  whatever,  have  been  sub-  early  in  April,  1776,  they  say  "  they  had  in- 
ject to  the  process  of  the  countrj  judicature ;  vestigated  the  charges,  imd  had  then  come  to 
and  whether  they  act  avowedly  for  themselves  certain  resolutions  concerning  them.**  But 
and  take  farms  in  their  own  name,  or  substi-  their  delaying  to  send  out  positive  orders  for 
late  native  Indians  to  act  for  them,  the  differ-  commencing  a  prosecution  against  the  parties 
CDce  is  not  material.  The  same  influence  concerned,  till  March,  1778,  cannot  be  ar- 
tfaat  screened  an  European  from  the  jurisdio-  counted  for.  In  the  former  letter  they  promise, 
tioQof  the  country  courts,  would  have  equally  if  they  should  find  it  necessary,  to  return  the 
protected  his  native  agent  and  representative,  original  covenants  of  such  of  their  servants  as 
For  many  years  past  the  company's  servants  had  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  undue 
have  presided  in  those  courts,  sikI,  in  com-  receipt  of  money,  in  order  to  enable  the  gover- 
pvison  with  thar  authority,  the  native  autho-  nour-general  and  council  to  recover  the  same 
rity  is  nothing.  by  suits  in  the  supreme  court.  But  your 
The  earliest  instructions,  that  appear  to  committee  do  not  find  that  the  covenants  were 
hsive  been  given  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  ever  transmitted  to  Bengal.  To  whatever 
eooseqoence  of  these  transactions  in  Bengal,  cause  these  instances  of  neglect  and  delay 
are  dated  the  5th  of  February,  1777.  In  their  may  be  attributed,  they  could  not  &il  to 
letter  of  that  date  they  applaud  the  proceed-  create  an  opinion  in  Bengal,  that  the  court  of 
iags  of  the  board,  meaning  the  majority,  (then  directors  were  not  heartily  intent  upon  the 
soasisting  of  General  C leering.  Colonel  execution  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  dis- 
MoQson,  and  Mr.  Francis)  as  highly  inm/o-  courage  those  members  of  government,  who 
~^     ,  and  promise  them  their  /rm«s<  support,  were  disposed  to  undertake  so  invidious  a  duty. 
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In  consequoQce  of  tAete  delays,  erea  their  aetuaUy  carrying  on  against  him  6y  our  ftoani 
first  orders  did  not  arrive  in  Bengal  until  <ff  trader  he  is,  during  such  prosecuti<Hi  at 
some  time  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Mooson,  least,  an  improper  person  to  hold  a  seat  of 
when  the  whole  power  of  the  board  had  de-  that  board ;  and  therefore  we  direct  that  h« 
Tolved  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell.  be  suspended  from  the  company's  service  an- 
When  they  sent  what  they  call  their  potUiv«  til  our  further  pleasure  concerning  him  be 
order*  in  March,  1778,  they  had  long  been  ap-  known."  The  principle  laid  down  in  this  in- 
prized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson,  and  struction,  even  before  their  own  opinion  coa- 
must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of  the  effect  ceming  Mr.  Barton's  case  was  declared,  and 
which  that  event  would  have  on  the  subse-  merely  on  the  prosecution  of  others,  serves  to 
quent  measures  and  proceedings  of  the  gover-  render  their  conduct  not  very  accountable  in 
nour-general  and  council.  Their  opinion  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Barwell.  Mr.  Barton  was  in 
the  principles  of  those  gentlemen  appears  in  a  subordinate  situation,  and  his  remaining  oi 
their  letter  of  the  28th  of  November,  1777,  not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no  moment 
wherein  they  say,  **  they  cannot  but  express  to  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Barton  was  but  one 
their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting  away  of  seven ;  whereas  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of 
their  property  in  perpetuity  should  have  do*  four,  and,  with  the  govemour-general,  was  in 
volved  upon  such  persons.**  effect  the  supreme  council. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  director!  In  the  present  state  of  powo*  and  patronage 

appears  to  be  open  to  objections  of  a  nature  in  India,  and  during  the  relations  which  are 

still  more  serious  and  important.    A  recovery  permitted  to  subsist  between  the  judges,  the 

of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell's  profits  seems  prosecuting  officers,  and  the  council-gencral| 

to  be  the  only  purpose,  which  they  ev(m  pro-  your  committee  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 

fessed  to  have  in  view.    But  your  committee  mode  of  prosecuting  the  highest  members  in 

areof  opinion,  that  to  preserve  the  reputation  the  Bengal   government,  before  a  court  at 

and  dignity  of  the  government  of  Bengal  was  Calcutta,  could  have  been,  in  almost  any 

a  much  more  important  subject,  and  ought  to  case,  advisable. 

have  been  their  first  consideration.  The  It  is  possible  that  particular  persons,  in 
prosecution  was  not  the  pursuit  of  mean  and  high  judicial  and  political  situations  may,  by 
subordinate  persons,  who  might,  with  safety  force  of  an  unusuaJ  strain  of  virtue,  be  placed 
to  the  public  interest,  remain  in  their  seats  far  above  the  influence  of  those  circumstances, 
during  such  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  It  which  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make 
appears  very  doubtful  whether,  if  there  were  an  impression  on  the  human  mind.  But  your 
grounds  for  such  a  prosecution,  a  proceeding  committee,  sensible  that  laws  and  public  pro- 
in  Great  Britain  were  not  more  politic  than  ceedings  ought  to  be  made  for  general  situa- 
one  in  Bengal.  Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  tions,  and  not  for  personal  dispositions,  are 
to  have  been  ordered  by  the  directors  but  upon  not  inclined  to  have  any  confiidence  in  the 
grounds  that  would  have  fully  authorized  the  effect  of  criminal  proceedings  where  no  means 
recall  of  the  gentleman  in  question.  This  are  provided  for  preventing  a  mutuaf  con- 
prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  serious-  nection,  by  dependencies,  agencies  and  em- 
ly  undertaken,  and  to  have  succeeded,  must  ployments,  between  the  parties  who  are  to 
have  tended  to  weaken  the  government,  and  to  prosecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who  are  to 
degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  all  India.  On  the  be  prosecuted  and  to  be  tried, 
other  hand,  to  entrust  a  man,  armed  as  he  was  Your  committee,  in  a  former  report,  have 
with  all  the  powers  of  his  station,  and  indeed  stated  the  consequences  which  they  appre- 
<^the  government,  with  the  conduct  of  a  pro-  bended  firom  the  dependency  of  the  judges  on 
secution  against  himself,  was  altogether  in-  the  govemour-general  and  council  of  Bengal, 
consistent  and  absurd.  The  same  letter,  in  and  the  house  has  entered  into  their  ideal 
which  they  give  these  orders,  exhibits  an  ex-  upon  this  subject.  Since  that  time  it  appears 
ample,  whidb  sets  the  inconsistency  of  their  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has  accepted  of  the 
conduct  in  a  str<Miger  light,  because  the  case  guardianship  of  Mr.  BarwelFs  children,  and 
is  smnewhat  of  a  similar  niture,  but  infinitely  was  the  trustee  for  his  affairs.  There  is  n« 
less  pressing  in  its  circumstances.  Observ-  law  to  prevent  this  sort  of  connection ;  and  it 
ing  that  the  board  of  trade  had  commenced  a  is  possible  that  it  misht  not  at  all  affect  the 
prosecution  against  Mr.  William  Barton,  a  mind  of  that  judge,  or  (up<Mi  his  account)  in- 
member  of  that  board,  for  various  acts  of  directly  influence  the  conduct  ofhis  brethren ; 
peculation  committed  by  him,  they  say,  "  We  but  it  must  forcibty  affect  the  minds  of  those 
DUit  be  of  opinion  that  as  proaecuHonM  ar§  who  have  matter  of  complaint  against  goven»> 
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■■Dt,  and  wboM  etose  the  court  of  directon  hii  minute  of  that  date,  he  nys  '*  that  At 

appear  to  e^KNiM,  in  a  country  where  the  an-  »taU  of  hi$  health  had  long  nnce  rendered  ii 

thority  of  the  court  of  directors  has  seldom  neeeaean/for  him  to  retttm  to  Europe.** 

beea  exerted,  but  to  be  despised ;  where  the  Your  committee  observe,  that  he  continued 

operation  of  laws  is  but  rery  imperfectly  un-  in  Bengal  another  year.    He  says,  <*  that  he 

derstood ;  but  where  men  are  acute,  saga-  had  hitherto  waited  ibr  the  arrival  of  8ir  John 

dotts,  and  even  suspicious  of  the  effect  <^  Day,  the  company's  advocate ;  but  as  the  sea^ 

all  personal  connections.     Their  suspicions,  son  was  now  far  advanced,  he  wished  to  bring 

though  perhaps  not  rightly  applied  to  every  the  trial  speedily  to  issue." 

{■dividual,  will  induce  them  to  take  indica-  In  this  minute  he  retracts  his  original  en* 

tioH  from  the  situations  add  connections  of  gagement  to  submit  himself  to  the  Judgment 

fkb  prosecuting  parties,  as  well  as  of  the  of  the  court  of  directors, "  and  to  account  to 

Slges.     It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed,  that  them  for  the  last  shilling  he  had  received." 

r.  Naylor,  the  company^s  attorney,  lived  in  He  says,  "  that  no  merit  had  been  given  him 

Mr.  Barweirs  house ;  the  late  Mr.  Bogle,  the  for  the  offer ;  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advan* 

eompany's  commissioner  of  law  suits,  owed  tage  had  been  attempted  to  be  made  of  it,  by 

his  place  to  the  patr(xiage  of  Mr.  Hastings  first  declining  it  and  deacending  to  o^mc,  and 

and  Mr.  Barwell,  by  whom  the  oflSce  was  then  giving  orders  upon  it,  as  if  it  had  been 

created  for  him ;  and  Sir  John  Day,  the  com-  rejected,  when  called   upon  by  him  in  tha 

pany^s  advocate,  who  arrived  in  B«igal  in  person  of  his  agent,  to  bring  home  the  charge 

F^ruary,  1779,  had  not  been  four  months  in  of  delinquency." 

CalcnttA,  when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Barwell's  reflections  on  the  proceed- 

and  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  doubled  his  salary,  con-  ings  of  the  court  of  directors  are  not  altogetb- 

trary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  er  clearly  expressed ;  nor  does  it  appear  dis- 

Wheler.  tinctly  to  what  fhcts  he  alludes.    He  asserts 

If  the  directors  are  known  to  devolve  the  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been 
whole  cognizance  of  the  offences  charged  oo  attempted  to  be  made  of  his  offer.  The  fact 
ibeir  servants,  so  highly  situated,  upon  the  is,  the  court  of  directors  have  no  where  de- 
ai^Nreme  court,  an  excuse  will  be  fimiished,  if  clined  accepting  it ;  on  the  contrary,  they  cau- 
already  it  has  not  been  fiimished,  to  the  direo  tion  the  govemour-general  and  council  about 
tors  for  declining  the  use  of  their  own  proper  the  manner  of  receiving  the  tender  of  the  mo- 
BoUtical  power  and  authority  in  examining  ney,  which  they  expect  him  to  make.  They 
Brto,  and  animadverting  on  the  conduct  dt  say  nothing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr. 
ihsir  servants.  Their  true  character  as  strict  Barwell's  agent  in  England ;  nor  does  it  ap- 
— sli  IS  and  vigilant  govemours  will  merge  in  pear  to  your  committee  that  they  "  have  de- 
Ikat  of  proeecutors.  Their  force  and  energy  scended  to  abuse."*  They  have  a  right,  and 
will  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  pro-  it  is  their  duty,  to  express  in  distinct  and  ap- 
Hases ;  in  law  suits  which  can  never  end,  propriate  terms  their  sense  of  all  blameable 
ad  which  are  to  be  carried  on  by  the  very  conduct  in  their  servants. 
Ispcodants  of  those  who  are  under  prosecu-  So  far  as  may  be  collected  fi-om  the  evidence 
■Son.  On  their  part,  these  servants  will  de-  <^  the  company's  records,  Mr.  Barwell's  aa- 
dine  giving  satii^action  to  their  masters,  be-  sertions  do  not  appear  well  supported ;  but 
^anse  they  are  already  before  another  tribu-  even  if  th^  were  mose  plausible,  your  com- 
aal;  and  thus,  by  shifting  responsibility  firom  mittee  apprehend,  that  he  could  not  be  dis- 
band to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat  the  chtrged  firom  his  solenm  recorded  promise  to 
whole  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  abide  by  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors, 
real  restraints  on  their  actions,  may  be,  in  Their  judgment  was  declared  by  their  resold- 
liasa,  fcrmed  between  the  servants,  directorsi  tion  to  prosecute,  which  it  depended  upon 
prosecutors,  and  court.  Of  this  great  danger,  himself  to  satisfy  by  making  good  his  engage- 
four  committee  will  take  further  notice  in  ment.  To  excuse  his  not  complying  widi  the 
another  place.  company's  claims  he  says,  **  that  hie  eompU* 

No  notice  whatever  appears  to  have  been  anee  toould  be  urged  aa  a  eo^feaeion  of  dcfin* 

taken  of  the  company's  orders  in  Bengal  till  wency,  aai^  to  proceed  from  conviction  ^f  kia 

the  11th  of  January,  1779,  when  Mr.  Barwell  iaoing  uaurped  on  the  righu  of  the  compea^,* 

■ored,  thai  the  claim  made  upon  him  by  the  Considerations  of  this  nature  might  properly 

of  direetora  ahatdd  he  anAmitUd  to  the  have  induced  Mr.  Barwell  to  stand  upon  loM 


Ja  lawyera,  and  that  they  ahould  be     right  in  the  first  instance,  "  and  to  appeal  (to 
fMrfecfiy  OTStmcted  toproaecute  uponit.    In     aaohimownwoeda)  to  the  lawa^hi$oaymtry,m 
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0rdertovindicaUhi$fame.*    Bat  his  perform-  thej  have  imprisoned  the  (ailing  contractors 

ance  could  not  have  more  weight  to  infer  de-  in  their  own  houses ;  a  severity  which  answers 

linquency  than  his  promise.    Your  oonmiit^  no  useful  purpose.    Such  persons  are  so  ma* 

tae  think  his  observation  comes  too  late.  ny  hands  detached  from  the  improvement,  and 

If  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  ac-  added  to  the  burthen  of  the  country.     They 

knowledged  the  facts,  and  submitted  himself  are  persons  of  skill  drawn  from  the  (uture 

to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  supply  of  that  monopoly,  in  favour  of  which 

anit  would  have  been  carried  on  under  the  di-  they  are  prosecuted.    In  case  of  the  death  of 

rection  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon-  the  debtor,  this  rigorous  demand  (alls  upoa 

■on,  and  Mr.  Francis ;  whereas,  in  the  year  the  rtiined  houses  of  widows  and  orphans, 

1779,  his  influence  at  the  board  gave  him  the  and  may  be  easily  converted  into  a  means 

conduct  of  it  himself.    In  an  interval  of  four  either  of  cruel  oppression,  or  a  mercenary 

years,  it  may  be  presumed  that  great  altera-  indulgence,  according  to  the  temper  of  the  ex- 

taoDS  might  have  happened  in  the  state  of  the  acters. 

evidence  against  him.  Instead  of  thus  having  recourse  to  impri- 

In  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  gov-  sonment,  the  old  balance  is  sometimes  deduct- 

eniour-general  and  council,  the  house  will  find  ed  from  the  current  produce.     This,  in  these 

that  Mr.  Barwell  complained  that  his  instan-  circumstances,  is  a  grievous  discouragement. 

ces  for  carrying  on  the  prosecution  were  in-  People  roust  be  discouraged  from  entering 

eflectual,  owing  to  the  legal  difficulties  and  into  a  business,  when,  the  commodity  being 

delays  urged  by  the  compam^M  law  qficert ;  fixed  to  one  invariable  standard,  and  confined 

which  your  committee  do  not  find  have  yet  to  one  market,  the  best  success  can  be  attended 

been  removed.    As  far  as  the  latest  advices  only  with  a  limited  advantage,  whilst  a  defeo- 

reach,  no  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  tive  produce  can  never  be  compensated  by  an 

in  the  business.    In  July,  1782,  the  court  of  augumented  price.    Accordingly,  very  little  of 

directors  found  it  necessary  to  order  an  ao  these  advances  has  been  recovered  ;  and  afler 
count  of  all  suits  against  Europeans^  depend-  •  much  vexation  the  pursuit  has  generally  been 

ing  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  to  be  abandoned.    It  is  plain  that  there  can  be  no 

transmitted  to  them,  and  that  no  time  should  lifo  and  vigour  in  any  business  under  a  mono- 

ba  lost  in  bringing  them  to  a  determination,  poly  so  constituted ;  nor  can  the  true  produc- 
tive resources  of  the  country,  in  so  large  an 

— ^-^  article  of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to  be  fldly 

known. 

SALTPETRE.  The  supply  for  the  company's  demand  in 

England  has  rarely  fallen  short  of  two  thou- 
The  next  article  of  direct  monopoly,  sub-  sand  tons,  nor  much  exceded  two  thousand 
servient  to  the  company's  export,  is  saltpetre,  five  hundred.  A  discretionary  allowance  of 
This,  as  well  as  opium,  is  far  the  greater  part  this  commodity  has  been  made  to  the  French, 
the  produce  of  the  province  of  Bahar.  The  Dutch,  and  Danes,  who  purchase  their  allotted 
difference  between  the  management  and  desti-  shares  at  some  small  advance  on  the  company's 
nation  of  the  two  articles  has  been  this  :  un-  price.  The  supply  destined  for  the  London 
til  the  year  1782,  the  opium  has  been  sold  in  market  is  proportioned  to  the  spare  tonnage  { 
the  country,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  laid  and,  to  accommodate  that  tonnage,  the  salt- 
out  in  country  merchandise  for  the  company's  petre  is  sometimes  sent  to  Madras,  and  some- 
export.  A  great  part  of  the  saltpetre  is  sent  times  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that  not  unfre- 
out  in  kind,  and  never  has  contributed  to  the  quently  in  vessels  expressly  employed  for  the 
interior  circulation  and  commerce  of  Bengal,  purpose. 

It  is  managed  by  agency  on  the  company's  ac-  Mr.  Law,  chief  of  Patna,  being  examined 
count.  The  price  paid  to  the  manu&cturer  is  on  the  effect  of  that  monopoly,  delivered  his 
fovariable.  Some  of  the  larger  undertakers  opinion,  that,  with  regard  to  the  company's 
receive  advances  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  tradCf  the  monopoly  was  advantageous ;  but 
their  work ;  but  as  they  are  not  always  equal-  as  sovereigns  of  the  country  they  must  be 
ly  careful  or  fortunate,  it  happens  that  large  losers  by  it.  These  two  capacities  in  the 
balances  accumulate  against  them.  Orders  company  are  found  in  perpetual  contradiction, 
have  been  sent  from  Calcutta,  firom  time  to  But  much  doubt  may  arise  whether  this  mono- 
time,  to  recover  their  balances,  with  little  or  poly  will  be  found  advantageous  to  the  com- 
DO  success ;  but  with  great  vexation  to  aU  pany,  either  in  the  one  capacity  or  the  other, 
flonoened  in  the  manufacture.    Sometimes  The  gross  commodityi  monopolized  for  aalc 
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ia  London,  is  procured  from  the  rerenuet  in  be  considered  as  a  fundamental  principle  in 
Bengal ;  the  certain  is  given  for  the  hazard-  such  a  system,  that  it  is  to  be  preserved  in 
oils.     The  loss  of  interest  on  the  advances,  the  strictest  obedience  to  the  government  at 
sometimes  the  loss  of  the  principal ;  the  ex-  home.    Administration  in  India,  at  an  im- 
pense  of  carriage  from  Patna  to  Calcutta ;  meose  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  supreme 
the  Tsrioos  loadings  and  unloadings,  and  in-  authority ;  entrusted  with  the  most  extensive 
aurance ;  (which  though  borne  by  the  compa^  powers ;  liable  to  the  greatest  temptations ; 
ny,  is  still  insurance ; )  the  engagement  for  possessing  the  amplest  means  of  abuse ;  rul- 
the  ordnance,  limited  in  price,  and  irregular  ing  over  a  people  guarded  by  no  distinct  or 
is  payment ;  the  charge  of  agency  and  man-  well-ascertained  privileges,  whose  language, 
agement  through  all  its  gradations  and  succes-  manners,  and  radical  prejudices,  render  not 
•ions ;  when  sll  these  are  taken  into  conside-  only  redress,  but  all  complaint  on  their  part, 
ratioc,  it  may  be  found,  that  the  gain  of  the  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty ;  such  an  ad- 
company,  as  traders,  will  be  far  from  compen-  ministration,  it  is  evid«it,  never  can  be  made 
ating  their  loss  as  sovereigns.    A  body  like  subservient  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britaiui 
&e  East-India  company  can  scarcely,  in  any  or  even  tolerable  to  the  natives,  but  by  the 
circumstance,  hope  to  carry  on  the  details  o£  strictest  rigour  in  exacting  obedience  to  the 
such  a  business,  from  its  commencement  to  commands  ofthe  authority  lawfully  set  over  it. 
its  conclusion,  with  any  degree  of  success.         But  your  committee  find,  that  this  princi- 
la  the  subjoined  estimate  of  profit  and  loss,  pie  has  been  for  some  years  very  little  attend- 
tbe  value  of  the  commodity  is  stated  at  its  in-  ed  to.    Before  the  passing  the  act  of  177S| 
voice  price  at  Calcutta.    But  this  affords  no  the  professed  purpose  of  which  was  to  secure 
just  estimate  of  the  whole  effect  of  a  dealing,  a  better  subordination  in  the  company's  ser* 
where  the  company's  charge  commences  in  vants,  such  was  the  firmness  with  which  tlia 
the  first  rudiments  of  the  manufacture,  and  court  of  directors  maintained  their  authority, 
not  at  the  purchase  at  the  place  of  sale  and  that  they  displaced  govcmour  Cartier,  confesa- 
valuation  ;  for  they  may  be  heavy  losses  on  edly  a  meritorious  servant,  for  disobedience 
the  value  at  which  the  saltpetre  is  estimated,  of  orders ;  although  his  case  was  not  a  great 
when  shipped  off  on  their  account,  without  deal  more  than  a  question  by  whom  the  ordera 
any  appearance  in  the  account ;  and  the  in-  were  to  be  obeyed.    Yet  the  directors  were 
quiries  of  your  committee,  to  find  the  char-  so  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  punctual  and 
ges  on  the  saltpetre  previous  to  the  shipping,  literal  obedience,  that,  conceiving  their  ord«n 
faaive  been  fruitless.  went  to  the  parties,  who  were  to  obey,  as 

well  as  to  the  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded 

^-—  with  a  strictness,  that,  in  all  cases,  except 

that  of  their  peculiar  government,  might  well 

imiTiSH  ooyERifMERT  iiT  iiTDi  A.  be  Considered  as  rigorous.    But  in  proportion 

as  the  necessity  of  enforcing  obedience  grew 
Ths  other  link  by  which  India  is  bound  to  stronger  and  more  urgent,  and  in  proportion 
Gmt  Britain,  is  the  government  established  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  objects 
there  originally  by  the  authority  of  the  East-  affected  by  disobedience,  this  rigour  has  been 
India  company,  and  aflerwardi  modified  by  relaxed.  Acts  of  disobedience,  have  not  on* 
parliament,  by  the  acts  of  177S  and  1780.  ly  grown  frequent,  but  systematic;  and  th^ 
This  system  of  government  appears  to  your  hkve  appeared  in  such  instances,  and  are  mani- 
lonmittee  to  be  at  least  as  much  disordered,  fested  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  amount  in  the 
and  as  much  perverted  from  every  good  pur-  company's  servants,  to  little  less  than  abso- 
poee,  for  which  lawful  rule  is  established,  as  lute  independence ;  against  which,  on  the  part 
the  trading  system  has  been  from  every  just  of  the  directors,  there  is  no  struggle,  and  hard- 
principle  of  commerce.  Your  committee,  in  ly  so  much  as  a  protest  to  preserve  a  claim, 
tracing  the  causes  of  this  disorder  through  its  .  Before  your  conunittee  proceed  to  offer  to 
eActs,  have  first  considered  the  government  the  house  their  remarks  on  the  most  distin- 
as  it  is  constituted  and  managed  within  itself,  guished  of  these  instances,  the  particulars  of 
beginaing  with  its  most  essential  and  funda-  which  they  have  already  reported,  they  deem 
mental  pert,  the  order  and  discipline,  by  which  it  necessary  to  enter  into  some  detail  of  a 
the  supreme  authority  of  this  kingdom  is  main-  transaction  equally  extraordinary  and  impor» 
taiooA.  tant,  though  not  yet  brought  into  the  view  of 
The  British  government  in  India  bemg  a  parliament,  which  appears  to  have  laid  the 
■^wiiinim  and  delegated  power  j  it  ought  to  foundation  of  the  principle  abuses  that  ensued, 
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as  well  as  to  have  given  8tr«igth  and  encour-  dreaded  the  charge  of  becoming  accompUoea 

mgement  to  those  that  existed.     To  this  tranS'  to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  by  which  Mr.  Hast> 

action,  and  to  the  conclusions  naturally  dedu-  ings,  resigning  the  serrice,  would  escape  the 

dble  from  it,  your  committee  attribute  that  consequences  attached  by  law  to  adismission ; 

general  spirit  of  disobedience  and  indepen-  they  therefore    demanded  Mr.   Macleane's 

dence  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the  gov-  written  authority.    This  he  declared  he  could 

emment  of  Bengal.  not  give  into  their  hands,  as  the  letter  cootain- 

Tour  committee  find,  that  in  the  year  1775,  ed  other  matters,  of  a  nature  extremely  coo- 
Mr.  Lauchlan  Macleane  was  sent  into  Eng-  fidential ;  but  tl^  if  they  would  appoint  a 
land  as  agent  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  to  committee  of  the  directors,  he  would  readily 
Mr.  Hastings.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hast-  communicate  to  them  the  necessary  parts  of 
ings,  in  assisting  to  extirpate,  for  a  sum  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  perfect  s&tis&ction 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  company,  the  inno-  with  regard  to  his  authority.  A  deputation 
cent  nation  of  the  Rohillas,  had  drawn  upon  was  accordingly  named ;  who  reported  that 
him  the  censure  of  the  court  of  (jlirectors,  and  they  had  seen  Mr.  Hastings's  instructions, 
the  unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  pro-  contained  in  a  paper  in  hU  ovm  hand-ttnitingf 
prietors.  The  former  had  even  resolved  to  and  that  the  authority  for  the  act  now  done  by 
prepare  an  application  to  his  majesty  for  Mr.  Mr.  Macleane  was  clear  and  sufficient.  Mr. 
Hastings's  dismission.  Vansittart,  a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr. 

Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  Hastings,  and  Mr.  John  Stuart,  his  most  at> 
proceeding.  Mr.  Hastings  was  then  openly  tached  and  confidential  dependant,  attended  on 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  court  of  pro-  this  occasion,  and  proved  that  directions,  pw- 
prietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a  good  fectly  correspondent  to  this  written  authority, 
opinion  of  his  general  ability  apd  rectitude  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  their  pr»- 
of  intention,  notwithstanding  the  unanimous  sence.  By  this  means,  the  powers  were  folly 
censure  passed  upon  him.  In  that  censure  authenticated;  but  the  letter  rem&ined  safe  in 
tiiey  therefore  seemed  disposed  to  acquiesce,  Mr.  Macleane's  hands, 
without  pushing  the  matter  fbrther.  But  as  Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  satasfao- 
Cbe  offence  was  far  from  trifling,  and  the  con-  tion  of  the  directors,  the  resignation  was  fbr^ 
demnation  of  the  measure  recent,  they  did  mally  accepted.  Mr.  Wheler  was  named  to 
not  directly  attack  the  resolution  of  the  direct-  fill  the  vacancy,  and  presented  for  his  majes- 
ors  to  apply  to  his  majesty,  but  voted  in  the  ty's  approbation,  vAach  was  received.  The 
ballot,  that  it  should  be  re-considered.  The  act  was  complete,  and  the  office  that  Mr. 
business  therefore  remained  in  suspense,  or  Hastings  had  resigned,  was  legally  filled. 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped,  for  some  This  proceeding  was  officially  notified  in  Ben- 
months,  when  Mr.  Macleane  took  a  step,  of  gal,  and  General  Clavering,  as  seniour  in 
a  nature  not  in  the  least  to  be  expected  from  council,  was  in  course  to  succeed  to  the  office 
the  condition  in  which  the  cause  of  his  prin-  of  govemour-general. 
cipal  stood,  which  was  apparently  as  &vour-  Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricate  himself  flrom 
able  as  the  circumstances  could  bear.  Hith-  the  difficulties  into  which  this  resignation 
erto  the  support  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  gene-  had  brought  him,  had  recourse  to  one  of  those 
nd  court  was  only  by  a  majority ;  but  if,  on  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures  which  cha- 
application  firom  the  directors,  he  should  be  racterize  the  whole  of  his  administration, 
removed,  a  mere  majority  would  not  have  He  came  to  a  resolution  of  disowning  his 
been  sufficient  for  his  restoration.  The  door  agent,  denying  his  letter,  and  disavowing  his 
would  have  been  barred  against  his  return  to  friends.  He  insisted  on  continuing  in  the 
the  company's  service,  by  one  of  the  strong-  execution  of  his  office,  and  supported  himself 
est  and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the  regu-  by  such  reasons  as  could  be  furnished  in  such 
lating  act  of  1773.  Mr.  Macleane,  proba-  a  cause.  An  open  schism  instantly  divided 
bly  to  prevent  the  manifest  ill  consequences  the  council.  General  Clavering  claimed  the 
of  such  a  step,  came  forward  with  a  letter  to  office,  to  which  he  ought  to  succeed,  and  Mr. 
the  court  of  directors,  declaring  bis  provision-  Francis  adhered  to  him ;  Mr.  Barwell  stuck 
al  powers,  and  offering,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The  two  parties  assembled 
Hastings,  an  immediate  resignation  of  his  o&  separately,  and  every  thing  was  running  &8t 
fice.  into  a  confbsion,  which  suspended  govern* 

On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  them-  ment,  and  might  very  probably  have  ended  in 

selves  extremely  punctilious  with  regard  to  a  ciril  war,  bad  not  the  judges  of  the  supreme 

Mr.  Macleane's  powers.     They  probably  court,  on  a  reference  to  them,  sett  adtiw  ooo" 
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tro?«rty,  by  deciding  that  the  reiifnation  wu  from  the  then  attorney  and  the  then  solid* 
•n  invalid  act,  and  that  Sdr.  ^Hastings  wai  tor-general  and  Mr.  Dunning  [now  the 
still  in  the  legal  possession  of  his  place,  which  Lords  Thurlow,  Loughborough,  and  Ash- 
had  been  actually  filled  up  in  England.  It  burton]  together  with  Mr.  Adair  [now  r». 
was  ejctraocdinary,  that  the  nullity  of  this  corder  of  London.]  None  of  them  gavt 
resignatioo  should  not  have  been  discovered  a  positive  opinion  against  the  grounds  of  tht 
in  Knglandi  where  the  act  autborismg  the  prosecution.  The  attorney-general  doubl- 
resignatioo  then  was ;  where  the  agent  was  ed  on  the  frudtnc*  of  the  proceedings,  and 
peniooally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  censured  (as  it  well  deserved)  the  ill  state* 
•nmined;  and  where  there  was  and  could  mentofthecase.  Three  of  them,  Mr.  Wed> 
be  BO  want  of  legal  advice,  either  on  the  part  derbum,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  Adair, 
of  the  company  or  of  the  crown.  Thejudgee  were  clear  in  favour  of  the  prosecution, 
took  no  light  matter  upon  them  in  supersed-  No  prosecution  however  was  had,  and  the 
lag  and  thereby  condemning  the  legality  of  directors  contented  themselves  with  censor^ 


majesty^  appointment ;  for  such  it  be-  ing  and  admonishing  Mr.  Hastings. 

B  by  the  royal  approbation.  With  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the 
On  this  determination,  such  as  it  was,  the  -members,  who  chose  (for  it  was  choice  only) 
division  in  the  meeting,  but  not  in  the  minds  to  attend  to  the  orders  which  were  issued  from 
of  the  council,  ceased.  General  Clavering  the  languishing  authority  of  the  directors,  con- 
■uftrmly  opposed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Has-  tinned  to  receive  unproiBtable  applauses  and 
tings  to  the  end  of  his  life.  But  Mr.  Haa-  no  support.  Their  correspondence  was  al- 
tings  showed  more  temper  under  much  greater  ways  filled  with  complaints,  the  justice  oC 
provocations.  In  disclaiming  his  agent,  and  which  was  always  admitted  by  the  court  of 
in  effect  accusing  him  of  an  imposture  the  directors ;  but  this  admission  of  the  existence 
aust  deeply  injurious  to  his  character  and  of  the  evil  showed  only  the  impotence  of  those 
fcctone,  and  of  the  grossest  forgery  to  support  who  were  to  administer  the  remedy.  The 
it,  be  was  so  very  mild  and  indulgent,  as  not  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  resisted 
to  show  any  active  resentment  against  his  un-  with  success  in  so  capital  an  instance  as  that 
frithfiil  agent,  nor  to  complain  to  the  court  of  of  the  resignation,  was  not  likely  to  be  re- 
directors.  It  was  expected  in  Bengal,  that  spected  in  any  other.  ,  What  influence  it 
sooM  strong  measmes  would  have  immediate-  really  had  on  the  conduct  of  the  company's 
ly  been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  servants  may  be  collected  bom  the  facts  that 
king  and  of  the  court  of  directors ;  as  this  pro-  followed  it. 

oeeding,  unaccompanied  with  the  severest  ani-         The  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of 

■adversion,  manifestly  struck  a  decisive  blow  late  not  only  become  uniform  and  83r8temati- 

at  the  existence  of  the  most  essential  powers  cal  in  practice,  but  has  been  in  principle  also 

of  both.     But  your  committee  do  not  find  that  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Barwell,  late  « 

my  measures  whatever,  such  as  the  case  member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal, 

seemed  to  demand,  were  taken.     The  obeer-  and  now  a  member  of  this  house, 
vatiotts  made  by  the  court  of  directors,  on        In  this  consultation  of  the  20th  of  July, 

what  they  call  <<  theae  extraordinary  fransoo-  1778,  Mr.  Barwell  gives  it  as  his  solemn  and 

lieiu,"are  just  and  well  applied.    They  con-  deliberate  opinion,  that  "while  Mr.  Has- 

dode  with  a  declaration,  *<  that  tht  meaMtmt  tings  is  in  the  government,  the  respect  and 

mkkk  it  might  be  neceM$ary  for  them  to  takt,  dignity  of  his  station  shouki  be  supported, 

m  order  Co  rcfrieve  the  hoiwur  of  the  compatiyf  In  these  sentiments  I  must  decline  an  acqui- 

•nd  ttpretfenttheUkeabuie  from  being  prao-  escence  in  any  order,  which  has  a  tendency  to 

timd  in  futuret  ihotdd  have  their  moet  eerioua  bring  the  government  into  disrepute.    As 

•ad  tmrlieat  eonaideTation  ,*"  and  with  this  de-  the  company  have  the  means  and  power  of 

•bration  they  appear  to  have  closed  the  ao-  forming  their  own  administration  in  India, 

ceant,  and  to  have  dismissed  the  subject  for-  they  may  at  pleasure  place  whom  they  please 

ever.  at  Uie  head ;  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  not 

A  sanction  was  her^  giv«n  to  all  future  authorized  to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with 

dsfisni  II  of  every  authority  in  this  kingdom,  indignity.*^ 

Several  other  matters  of  complaint  against        By  treating  them  with  indignity  (in  the 

Bfr.  Hastings,  particubirly  the  charge  of  pecu-  particular  cases  wherein  they  have  declined 

litaoa,  fell  to  the  ground  at  the  same  time,  obedience  to  orders)  they  must  mean  those  or^ 

Opinions  of  counsel  had  been  takm,  relative  ders  which  imply  a  censure  on  any  part  of 

le  a  prosecution  at  law  upon  this  chvge,  their  conduct,  a  reversal  of  any  cf  their  pro* 
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oeedings,  or,  as  Mr.  Barwell  expresses  him-  lar  and  special  orders ;    on  one  of  which 

•elf  in  words  very  significant,  in  any  ordera,  the  above  extraordinary  doctrine  was  main- 

that  have  a  tendency  to  bring  their  govern-  tained. 

ment  into  disrepute.     The  amplitude  of  this        These  are  the  cases  of  Mr.  Fowlw,  Mr* 
latter  description  reserving  to  them  the  judg-  Bristow,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn.    In  a 
ment  of  any  orders^  which  have  so  much  as  few  weeks  afler  the  death  of  Colonel  Mooson, 
that  tendency f  puts  them  in  possession  of  a  Mr.  Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority  in 
complete  independence  -,  an  independence  in-  council  by  his  casting  vote,  Mr.  Fowko  and 
eluding  a  despotic  authorilty  over  the  subordi-  Mr.  Bristow  were  called  from  their  respeo- 
nates  and  the  country.     The  very  means  tive  offices  of  residents  at  Benares  and  Gudas 
taken  by  the  directors  for  enforcing  their  au-  places,  which  have  become  the  scenes  of 
thority  becomes,  on  this  principle,  a  cause  of  other  extraordinary  operations  under  the  con* 
further  disobedience.    It  is  observable,  that  duct  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  person.    For  th« 
their  principles  of  disobedience  do  not  refer  to  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  no  reason  was  assign- 
any  local  consideration  overlooked  by  the  di-  ed.     The  reason  assigned  for  the  proceeding 
rectors,  which  might  supersede  their  orders,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Fowke  was,  that  '*  the 
or  to  any  change  of  circumstances,  which  purposes  ibr  which  he  was  appointed  were 
might  render  another  course  advisable,  or  then  fully  accomplished." 
even  perhaps  necessary ;  but  it  relates  solely        An  account  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fowka 
to  their  own  interiour  feelings  in  matters  rela-  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  directorS| 
tive  to  themselves,  and  their  opinion  of  their  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  December,  1776.    On 
own   dignity  and   reputation.      It  is  plain,  this  notification,  the  court  had  nothing  to  con- 
that  they  have  wholly  forgotten  who  they  are,  elude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  firom  a  rigid 
and  what  the  nature  of  their  office  is.    Mr.  pursuit  of  oeconomy  in  the  management  (^ 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell  are  servants  of  the  company's  affairs,  had  recalled  a  useless 
the  company ;  and  as  such,  by  the  duty  inh»-  officer.     But  without  alleging  any  variation 
rent  in  that  relation,  as  well  as  by  their  spe-  whatsoever  in  the  circumstances,  in  less  than 
cial  covenants,  were  obliged  to  yield  obe-  twenty  days  after  the  order  for  the  recall  of 
dience  to  the  orders  of  their  masters.     They  Mr.  Fowke,  and  the  very  day  after  the  <2e- 
have,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  cancelled  all  epaich  containing  an  account  of  the  transac- 
the  bonds  of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sane-  tion,  Mr.  •  Hastings  recommended  Mr.  Gra- 
tions  of  these  covenants.  ham  to  this  very  office ;  the  end  of  which,  he 
But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  declared  to  the  directors  but  the  day  before, 
the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  had  been  fully  accomplished.    And  not  think- 
Harwell  have  thrown  off  the  authority  of  the  ing  this  sufficient,  he  appointed.Mr.  D.  Bar- 
whole  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain ;  well  as  his  assistant,  at  a  salary  of  about  four 
for,  by  the  regulating  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  hundred  pounds  a  year.    Against  this  extra- 
his  majesty,  they  are  expressly    "directed  ordinary  act  General    Clavering  and  Mr. 
and  requirtKl  to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  Francis  entered  a  protest, 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  court  of        So  early  as  the  6th  of  the  following  Janua- 
directorsof  the  said  united  company.'*    Such  ry,  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen  was 
is  the  declaration  of  the  law.    But  Mr.  Bar-  conununicated  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 
well  declares,  that  he  declines  obedience  to  rectors,  without  any  sort  of  colour,  apology, 
Ofty  orders,  which  he  shall  interpret  to  be  in-  or  explanation.     That  court  found  a  servant 
dignities  on  a  govemour-general.     To  the  removed  from  his  station  without  complaint, 
clear  injunctions  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Has-  ccmtrary  to  the  tenour  of  one  of  their  standing 
tings  and  Mr.  Harwell  have  thought  proper  injunctions.     They  allow,  however,  and  with 
to  oppose  their  pretended  reputation  and  dig-  reason,  that,  "  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose 
nity ;  as  if  the  chief  honour  of  public  minis-  that  a  saving,  &c.  had  been  his  motive,  they 
tera  in  every  situation  was  not  to  yield  a  would  have  approved  his  proceeding.     But 
dieerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their  coun-  that  when,  immediately  afterwards,  two  per^ 
try.    Your  committee  to  render  evident  to  sons  with  tvoo  salaries  had  been  appointed  to 
this  house  the  general  nature  and  tendency  of  execute  the  officp,  which  had  been  filled  with 
this  pretended  dignity,  and  to  illustrate  the  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke  alone,  and  that  Mr 
real  principles  upon  which  they  appear  to  Graham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  annexed 
have  acted,  think  it  necessary  to  make  obser-  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowke  ;**  they  properly 
▼ations  on  three  or  four  of  the  cases,  already  conclude,  that   Mr.    Fowke  was  removed 
nporied,  of  marked  disobedience  to  particu-  without  just  cause  to  make  way  for  Mr. 
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QrabuB ;  and  ttricUy  enjoin,  that  the  former  tolid  reaioni,  grounded  on  the  company's  ez« 
be  reinstated  in  hit  office  of  resident  as  post-  press  orders,  praying  to  be  informed  of  the 
master  of  Benares.  In  the  same  letter  they  charge  against  him.  This  letter  appears  to 
assert  their  rights  in  a  tone  of  becoming  firm-  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
nesSf  and  declare,  that  "  on  no  account  we  Barwell  very  loftily.  Mr.  Hastings  said, 
can  permit  our  orders  to  be  disobeyed,  or  our  "  that  such  applications  were  irregular ;  that 
authority  disregarded."  they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  for 

It  was  now  to  be  seen  which  of  the  parties     their  resolution  respecting  him.    The  rei^ 
was  to  give  way.    The  orders  were  clear  and     sons  for  suspending  the  execution   of  the 

precise,  and  enforced  by  a  strong  declaration  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  contain  «• 

af  the  resolution  of  the  court  to  make  itself  charge ^  nor  the  tUghtest  imputation  of  a  charge 

abeyed.    Mr.  Hastings  fairly  joined  issue  against  Mr.  Fowke ;  but  I  see  no  reason  v))^ 

•pon  this  point  with  his  masters;  and,  having  the  board  should  condescend  to  tell  him  so.'* 

dlisobeyed  the  general  instructions  of  the  com-  Accordingly,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francia 

pany,  determined  to  pay  no  obedience  to  their  and  Mr.   Wheler,    to  inform  Mr.   Fowke 

special  order.  «  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 

On  the  21  St  of  July,  1778,  he  moved,  and  with  his  conduct,"  on  the  previous  question 

succeeded  in  his  proposition,  that  the  execu-  was  rejected. 

tion  of  these  orders  should  be  suspended.         By  this  resolution,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

The  reason  he  assigned  for  this  suspension  Barwoll  discovered  another  principle,  and  no 

lets  in  great  light  upon  the  true  character  of  less  dangerous  than  the  first ;  namely,  that 

all  these  proceeidings,  **  that  his  consent  to  persons,  deriving  a  valuable  interest  under 

the  recall  of  Mr.  Graham  would  be  adequate  the  company's  onders,  so  &r  fi-om  being  heard 

to  his  own  resignation  of  the  service,  as  it  in  favour  of  their  right,  are  not  so  much  as  to 

would  inflict  such  a  wound  on  on  his  authority  be  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 

and  ii^^v^fiee,  that  he  could  not  maintain  it."  deprived  of  it. 

If  that  had  been  his  opinion,  he  ought  to         The  arrival  soon  after  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 

have  resigned,  and  not  disobeyed  ;  because  it  giving  another  opportunity  of  trial,  the  ques- 

was  not  necessary  that  he  should  hold  his  tion  for  obedience  to  the  company's  orders 

office ;  but  it  was  necessary,  that,  whifst  he  [1st  and  5th  of  April,   1779,]  was  again 

held  it,  he  should  obey  his  superiours  and  brought  on  by  Mr.  Francis,  and  again  receiv- 

submit  to  the  law.    Much  more  truly  was  his  ed  a  negative.    Sir  Eyre  Coote,  though  pr»- 

cooduct  a  virtual  resignation  of  his  lawfiil  sent,  and  declaring  that  had  he  been  at  the 

office,  and  at  the  same  time  an  usurpation  of  original  consultation  he  should  have  voted 

a  situation  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  to  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  company's 

bold  a  subordinate  office,  and  to  refuse  to  act  orders,  yet  was  resolved  to  avoid  what  he 

according  to  its  duties.     Had  his  authority  caWed  any  kind  of  retrospect.    His  neutrality 

been    self-originated,  it    would    have    been  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this*  the  third 

woonded  by  his  submission ;  but  in  this  case  resolution  for  disobedience  to  orders. 
the  true  nature  of  his  authority  was  affirmed.         The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  thus  deci- 

oot  injured,  by  his  obedience,  because  it  was  sively  taken,  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  court 

a  power  derived  from  others,  and,  by  its  es-  of  directors  to  act  their  part.     They  did  act 

sence,  to  be  executed  according  to  their  direo-  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  manner ;  they 

tions.  had  recourse  to  their  old  remedy  of  repeating 

In  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  sup-  orders  which  had  been  disobeyed.     The  di- 

ported  by  Mr.  Barwell,  who  on  that  occasion  rectors  declare  to  Mr.   Hastings  and  Mr. 

driivered  the  dangerous  doctrine,  to  which  Barwell  (though  without  any  apparent  rea- 

your  committee  lately  adverted.     Mr.  Fowke,  son)  that  "  they  have  read  with  astonishmen. 

who  had  a  most  material  interest  in  this  de-  their  formal  re^ution  to  suspend  the  execu 

termination,  applied  by  letter  to  be  informed  tion  of  their  orders  ;  that  they  shall  take  such 

concerning  it.    An  answer  was  sent,  ac-  measures  as  appear  necessary  for  preserving 

^uainting  him  coldly,  and  without  any  reason  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for 

assigned,  of  what  had  been  resolved  relative  preventing  such  instances  of  direct  and  wilfnl 

lo  his  office.     This  communication  was  soon  disobedience  in  their  servants  in   time  to 

followed  by  another  letter  from  Mr.  Fowke,  come."    They  then  renew  their  directions 

with  great  submission  and  remarkable  decen-  concerning  Mr.  Fowke.    Tl)e  event  of  thit 

cy,  asserting  his  right  to  his  office,  under  the  sole  measure,  taken  to  preserve  their  authori- 

Wlhority  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  for  ty,  and  to  prevent  instances  of  direct  and  wil- 
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fill  difobedience,  your  committee  will  state  in  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  who  hkd 

its  proper  place,  taking  into  consideration  for  then  acquired  the  majoritj,  without  any  com- 

the  present  the  proceedings  relative  to  Mr.  plaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of 

Bristow,  and    to  Mahomed    Reza   Kh&n,  his  removal,  and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  in 

which  were  altogether  in  the  same  spirit,  his  stead  to  reside  at  the  capital  of  Oude. 

But  as  they  were  diversified  in  the  circum-  The  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  could 

■tancesofdisobedienceaswellfi'omthecaseof  be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  step,  in 

Bfr.  Fowke  as  from  one  another,  and  as  these  their  letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  express 

eircumstances  tend  to  discover  other  danger-  their  strongest  disapprobation  of  it ;  they  or- 

oos  principles  of  abuse,  and  the  gmeral  pros-  der  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr. 

trate  condition  of  the  authority  of  parliament  Bristow  to  be  reinstated  in  his  oflioe.     In 

in  Bengal,  your  committee  proceed  first  to  December,  1778,  they  repeat  their  order.    Of 

make  some  observations  upon  them.  these  repeated  orders  no  notice  was  taken. 

The  province  of  Oude,  enlarged  by  the  ao-  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessful  pri« 

eession  of  segreral  extensive  and  once  flourish-  vate  applications,  which  met  with  a  constant 

ing  territories,  that  is,  by  the  country  of  the  refiisal,  did,  at  length,  on  the  1st  of  May, 

Bohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and  Allahabad,  1780,  address  a  letter  to  the  board,  making 

and  other  provinces  betwixt  the  Ghmges  and  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his 

Jomna,  is  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  offices,  under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  di- 

of  the  princes  of  the  country,  called  Asoph  ul  rectors  ;  and  complaining  of  the  hardiihips, 

Dowlsh.    But  a  body  of  English  troops  is  which  be  suffered  by  the  delay  in  admitting 

kept  up  in  his  country ;  and  the  greatest  part  him  to  the  exercise  of  it.     This  letter  your 

of  his  revenues  are,  t^  one  description  or  an-  committee  have  inserted  at  large  in  the  fifth 

Other,  substautially  under  the  administration  report ;  having  found  nothing  whatsoever  ex- 

of  English  subjects.    He  is,  to  all  purposes,  ceptionable  in  it,  although  it  seems  to  have 

«  dependant  prince.    The  person  to  be  em-  excited  the  warmest  resentmmit  in  Mr.  Has- 

ployed  in  his  dominions  to  act  for  the  com-  tings. 

mittee,  was  therefore  of  little  consequence  in  This  claim  of  the  party  gave  no  new  Ibrca 
his  capacity  of  negotiator ;  but  he  was  vested  to  the  order  of  the  directors,  which  remained 
with  a  trust,  great  and  critical  in  all  pecunia-  without  any  attention  fi-om  the  board,  from 
ry  affairs.  These  provinces  of  dependence  lie  Mr.  Bristow's  arrival  until  the  Ist  of  May, 
out  of  the  system  of  the  company's  ordinary  and  with  as  little  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
administration ;  and  transactions  there  cannot  2d  of  October  following.  On  that  day  Mr. 
be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  Francis,  after  having  caused  the  repeated  or- 
tfae  court  of  directors.  This  renders  it  the  ders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  be  first  read, 
more  necessary  that  the  residents  in  such  moved,  that  Mr.  Bristow  should  be  rein- 
places  should  be  persons  not  disapproved  of  stated  in  his  office.  This  motion,  in  itself 
by  the  court  of  directors.  They  are  to  man-  just  and  proper  in  the  highest  degree,  and  in 
age  a  permanent  interest,  which  is  not,  like  a  which  no  fault  could  be  found,  but  that  it  was 
matter  of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  not  made  more  early,  was  received  by  Mr. 
which,  from  circumstances,  might  possibly  Hastings  with  the  greatest  marks  of  resent- 
flxcose  some  degree  of  discretionary  latitude  ment  and  indignati<M).  He  declares  in  bis 
in  construing  their  orders.  During  the  life-  minute,  that  "  were  the  most  determined  ad- 
tima  of  General  Claveringand  Colonel  Mon-  versary  of  the  British  nation  to  possess,  by 
fon,  Mr.  Bristow  was  appointed  to  this  pre-  whatever  means,  a  share  in  the  administra- 
sidency,  and  that  appomtment,  being  approv-  tion,  he  coukl  not  devise  a  measure  in  itself 
ed  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  so  pernicious,  or  tim$  it  so  effectual  for  the 
became  in  effect  their  own.  Mr.  Bristow  nun  of  the  British  mterests  in  India."  Then 
appears  to  have  shown  himself  a  man  of  turning  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  he  says, 
talaDts  and  activity.  He  had  been  principal-  "  I  will  ask  who  is  Mr.  Bristow  ?  that  a 
It  concerned  in  the  negociations,  by  which  member  of  the  administration  should,  at  such 
the  company's  interest  in  the  higher  provin-  a  time,  hold  him  forth  as  <in  instrument  for 
oes  had  been  established,  and  those  services  the  degradation  of  the  first  executive  member  ^f 
were  considered  by  the  presidency  of  Calcut-  <to  ^ooemmenf.  What  are  the  professed 
taas  so  meritorious,  that  they  voted  him  ten  objects  of  his  appointment  ?  What  are  the 
tibousand  pounds  as  a  reward,  with  many  ex-  mier^  and  services,  or  what  the  qwA\ficatiiniM^ 
pressions  of  esteem  and  honour.  which  entitle  him  to  such  uncommon  distinc- 
Bir.  Bristow,  howevefi  waa  recalled  bj  tioo?    Is  it  for  his  superiour  inte^rify,  or  foi 
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eminent  abiSde$f  that  be  is  to  be  digni6ed  exorbitant  powers,  which  ho  diooses  to  dia- 

at  luch  hazard  of  every  consideration,  that  tinguisli  by  the  title  of-  *'  hit  prerogaiiv9.** 

oo^t  to  inflaence  the  members  of  this  ad-  In  this  also  will  be  found  an  obscure  hint  of 

ministration  1    Of  the  former  (his  integrity)  the  cause  of  his  disobedience,  which  your 

I  know  no  proof*;  I  am  sure  it  is  not  oneri-  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the   main 

deoce  of  it,  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  make  cause  of  ^the  disorders  in  the  government  of 

himself  the  principal  in  such  a  competition;  India,  namely  an  under-hand  communicatioo 

and  for  the  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  with  Europe. 

letter  which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  Mr.  Hastings,   by  his  confidence  in  the 

board,  and  which  I  am  ashamed  to  say  we  support  derived  from  this  source,  or  from  the 

have  ni/fb-ed.     I  desire  that  a  copy  of  it  may  habits  of  independent  power,  is  carried  to 

be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it  such  a  length  as  to  consider  a  motion  to  obey 

may  stand  before  the  eyes  of  every  member  of  the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  the 

the  board,  when  he  shall  give  his  vote  upon  a  executive  government  in  his   person.      Ha 

question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a  man,  looks  upon  a  claim  under  that  authority,  and 

their  tervantj  who  has  publicly  insulted  Oiem,  a  complaint  that  it  has  produced  no  effect,  as 

his  moBterSj  aiKi  the  members  of  the  govern-  a  piece  of  daring  insolence,  which  he  ia 

ment,  to  whom  he  owes  hia  obedience;  who,  ashamed  that  the  board  has  suffered.     The 

assuming  an  association  with  the  court  of  di-  behaviour  which  your  committee  consider  as 

rectors,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  tribunal,  so  intemperate  and  despotic,  ho  regards  as  a 

has  arraigned  them  for  disobedience  of  orders,  culpable  degree  of  patience  and  forbearance. 

pasted  judgment  upon  them,  and  condemned  Major  Scott,  his  agent,  enters  so  much  into 

ar  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate  or  supe^  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  as 

riew.     Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a  to  tell  your  committee  that,  in  his  opinion, 

man,  possessed  of  so  independent  a  spirit,  Lord  Clive  would  have  sent  home  j\lr.  Bria- 

who  has  already  shown  a  contempt  of  their  tow  a  prisoner  upon  such  an  occasion.    It 

authority,  who  lias  shown  himself  m  wretched  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  very  same 

•R  advocate  for  his  otcn  cause,  and  negotiator  breath  that  Mr.  Hastings  so  heavily  condemns 

for  his  own  interest,  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  a  junior  officer  in  the  company's  service  (not 

the  guardianship  of  their  honour,  the  exocu-  a  servant  of  the  council,  as  he  hazards  to  rail 

tion  of  their  measures,  and  as  their  confiden-  him,  but  their fellowservant)  for  merely  com- 

lial  manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes  plaining  of  a  supposed  injury,  and  requiring 

of  India.     As  the  motion  has  been  unaccom-  redress,  he  so  far  forgets  his  own  subordina- 

panied  be  any  reasons  which  should  induce  tion  as  to  reject  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di« 

llie  board  to  pass  their  acquiescence  in  it,  I  rectors  even  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  ap- 

presume  the  motion  which  preceded  it,  for  pointing  a  person  to  an  office  ;  to  presume  to 

reading  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directortf  censure  his  undpubted  masters  ;  and  to  accuse 

was  intended  to  serve  as  an  argument  for  t/,  them  of  having  been  "  in  a  habit  of  casting 

•s  well  as  on  introduction  to  it.     The  lost  of  reproaclies  upon  him,  and  heaping  indignities 

thne  was  dictated  the  23d  December,  1778,  on  his  sUtion."    And  it  is  to  be  observed  that 

almost  two  years  past.     They  were  dictated  this  censure  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seek- 

at  a  time  when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  court  ing  or  obtaining  redress  for  any  injury,  but 

«f  directors  were  in  the  habit  of  casting  re-  appeared  rather  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to 

proach  upon  my  conduct,  and  heaping  indigo  obey  their  lawflil  commands.     It  is  plainly 

allies  upon  my  station."  implied  in  that  minute,  that  no  servant  of  the 

Had  the  language  and  opinions  which  pre-  company,  in  Mr.  Bristow's  rank,  would  dare 

vail  throughout  this  part  of  the  minute,  as  to  act  in  such  a  mamwr,  if  he  had  not,  by  in- 

well  as  in  all  the  others  to  which  your  com-  direct  means,  obtained  a  premature  fortune, 

mittee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly,  and  in  a  This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situation 

passion,  however  unprovoked,  some  sort  of  of  the  company's  servants  in  the  subordinate 

apology  might  be  made  for  the  govemour-  situations,  when  the  mere  claim  of  a  right, 

general.      But  when  it  was   produced  five  derived  firom  the  sovereign  legal  power,  be- 

months  after  the  supposed  offence,  and  then  comes  fetal  not  only  to  the  objects  which  tbev 

deUvered  in  writing,  which  always  implies  pursue,  but  deeply  wound  that  reputation  both 

the  power  of  a  greater  degree  of  recollection  for  ability  and  integrity,  by  which  alone  thejr 

nd  self-command,  it  shows  how  deeply  the  are  to  be  quaUfiod  for  any  other. 

principles  of  disobedience  had  Uken  root  in  If  any  thing  couW  add  to  the  disagreeable 

Us  f»in«<,  and  of  an  assumption  to  himself  of  situation  of  those  who  are  subiiitted  to  an 

Vol.  m.-«.  D 
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authority  conduotod  on  such  principles,  it  is  senred  to  his  own  appointment  the  entire 
this  :  the  company  has  ordered  that  no  com-  management  of  the  pecuniary  trust.  Accord- 
pbunt  shall  be  made  in  Europe  against  any  ingly  he  named  Mr.  Bristow  for  the  former, 
of  the  council  without  being  previously  com-  and  Mr.  Middleton  for  the  latter.  On  his 
municated  to  them ;  a  regulation  formed  upon  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have  done  the 
grave  reasons ;  and  it  was  certainly  made  in  very  reverse.  On  every  justifiable  principle 
faoour  of  that  board.  But  if  a  person,  having  he  ought  to  have  done  so  ;  for,  a  servant,  who 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  council,  by  for  a  long  time  resists  the  orders  of  his  mas- 
making  use  of  the  mode  prescribed  in  &vour  ters,  and  when  he  reluctantly  gives  way, 
of  that  very  council,  and  by  complaining  to  obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  bo  remarkably 
themselves,  commits  an  offence,  for  which  he  careful  to  make  his  actions  correspond  with 
maybe  justly  punished,  the  directors  have  his  words,  and  to  put  himself  out  of  all  suspi- 
not  regulated  the  mode  of  complaint ;  they  cion  with  regard  to  the  purity  of  his  motives, 
have  actually  forbidden  it :  they  have,  on  that  It  was  possible  that  the  political  reasons 
■upposition,  renounced  their  authority ;  and  which  were  solely  assigned  against  Mr.  Bris* 
the  whole  system  of  their  officers  is  delivered  tow's  appomtment,  might  have  been  the  red 
over  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  few  of  their  chief  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings's  opposition.  Bat 
gervants.  these  he  totally  abandons,  and  holds  fast  to  th« 

During  the  whole  day  of  that  deliberation,  pecuniary  department.     Now,  as  it  is  noto- 

things  wore  a  decided  face.    Mr.  Hastings  rious  that  most  of  the  abuses  of  India  grow 

•tood  to  his  principles  in  their  full  extent,  and  out  of  money-dealing,  it  was  peculiarly  un6c 

■oemed  resolved  upon  unqualified  disobedi-  for  a  servant,  delicate  with  regard  to  bis  repu- 

ence.     But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  tc  tation,  to  requird  a  personal  and  confidential 

the  day  following,  time  was  given  for  expe-  agent  in  a  situation  merely  official ;  in  which 

dients  ;  and  such  an  expedient  was  hit  upon  secrecy  and  personal  connections  could  be  ol 

by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  will,  no  doubt,  be  un-  no  possible  use,  andcould  only  serve  to  excite 

expected  by  the  house  ;  but  it  serves  to  throw  distrust.     Matters  of  account  cannot  be  made 

new  lights  upon  the  motives  of  all  his  strug-  too  public  ;  and  it  is  not  the  most  confiden- 

gles  with  the  authority  of  the  legislature.  tial  agent,  but  the  most  responsible,  who  is 

The  next  day  the  council  met  upon  the  ad-  the  fittest  for  the  management  of  pecuniary 

jonmment.    Then  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  as  trusts.     That  man  was  the  fittest  at  once  to 

a  compromise,  a  division  of  the  object  in  do  the  duty  and  to  remove  all  suspicions  from 

question.     One  half  was  to  be  surrendered  to  the  gouvernour-gcnerars  character,  whom,  by 

the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  not  being  of  his  appointment,  he  could  not  be 

other  was  reserved  for  his  dignity.     But  the  supposed  to  favour  for  private  purposes  ;  who 

choice  he  made  of  his  own  share  in  this  parti-  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection ; 

tion  is  very  worthy  of  notice.     He  had  taken  and  whose  misconduct  coukl  not  possibly  be 

Us  $ole  ground  of  objection  against  Mr.  Bris-  imputed  to  him.     Such  an  agency,  in  a  pecu- 

tow  on  the  supposed  ill  effect,  that  such  an  niary  trust,  was  the  very  last  on  which  Mr. 

appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked  his  disobedi- 

Indian  powers.     He  said,  *'  that  these  powers  ence  to  the  orders  of  the  direction  ;  or,  what  is 

could  have  no  dependence  on  his  fulfilling  his  even  worse  for  his  motives,  a  direct  contra- 

eogagements,  or   maintaining  the  faith  of  diction  to  all  the  principles,  upon  which  he 

IrsoHes,  which  he  might  offer  for  their  accep-  had  attempted  to  justify  that  bold  measure. 

tance,  if  they  saw  him  treated  with  such  con-  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  affair 

tempt."     Mr.  Bristow's  appearing  in  a  poli-  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  was  an  act  of  dis- 

tical  character  was  tlie  whole  of  his  complaint ;  obedience  of  the  same  character,  but  wrought 

yet,  when  be  comes  to  a  voluntary  distribu-  by  other  instruments.     When  the  Duanny 

tion  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr.  (or  universal  perception  aud  management  of 

Bristow  those  very  political  negotiations,  of  the  revenues)  of  Bengal  was  acquire/  to  the 

which,  but  the  day  before,  he  had  in  such  company,  together  with  the  commanc    tf  the 

■trong  terms  declared  him  personally  incapa-  army,  the  nabob,  or  govemour,  naturally  fell 

ble ;  whose  appointment  he  considered  to  be  into  the  rank  rather  of  a  subject  tlian  that  even 

fiital  to  those  negotiations ;  and  which  he  then  of  a  dependant  prince.    Tet  the  preservation 

■poke  of  as  a  measure,  in  itself,  such  as  the  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  degree  of  subordi- 

ihe  bitterest  adversary  to  Great  Britain  would  nation  with  the  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  tha 

hlire  proposed.     But,  having  thus  yielded  his  care  of  the  public  order  annexed  to  it,  was  ■ 

wiiole  ground  of  ostensible  objection,  be  re-  wise  wad  indahla  poUcj.    It  preserved  f 
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poriicm  of  the  goverament  in  the  hands  of  the         The  company's  orders,  censuring  this  trans- 
natives  ;  it  kept  them  in  respect ;  it  rendered  action  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  ordering 
tfiem  quiet  on  the  change ;  and  it  prevented  Mahomed  Reza  Khka  to  be  immediately  re- 
that  vast  kingdom  from  wearing  the  dangerous  stored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar,  were  re- 
appearance, and  still  more,  from  sinking  into  ceived  in  Calcutta  in  November,  1779.    Mr. 
the  terrible  state  of  a  country  of  conquest.  Hastings  acted  on  this  with  the  finnncss  which 
Your  committee  has  already  reported  the  he  had  shown  on  other  occasions ;  but  in  his 
manner  in  which  the  company  (it  must  be  al-  principles  he  went  further.     Thinking  himself 
lowed,  upon  pretences  that  will  not  bear  the  assured  of  some  extraordinary  support,  suit- 
slightest  examination)  diverted  from  its  pur-  able  to  the  open  and  determined  defiance,  with 
poses  a  great  part  of  the  revenues  appropriat-  which  he  was  resolved  to  oppose  the  lawful 
ed  to  the  country  government ;  but  they  were  authority  of  his  superiours,  and  to  exercise  a 
very  properly  anxious,  that  what  remained  despotic  power,  he  no  longer  adhered  to  Mr. 
should  be  well  administered.     In  the  life-time  Harwell's  distinction  of  the  oiders,  which  had 
of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  a  tendency  to  bring  his  government  into  dis- 
Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  a  man  of  rank  among  repute.     This  distinction  afforded  sufficient 
the  natives,  was  judged  by  them  the  fittest  latitude  to  disobedience.     Hut  here  he  di^ 
person  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  nabob,  as  dained  all  sorts  of  colours  and  distinctions, 
his  naib  or  deputy ;  an  office  well  known  in  He  directly  set  up  an  independent  right  to  ad- 
the  antient  constitution  of  these  provinces,  at  minister  the  government  according  to  his  ploSf- 
a  time  when  the  principal  magistrates,  by  na-  sure ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  his 
ture  and  situation,  were  more  efficient.     This  claim  to  act  independently  of  the  court  of  di- 
appointment  was  highly  approved,  and  in  con-  rectors  on  the  very  statute  which  commanded 
sequendb  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  his  obedience  to  them. 

Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell,  however.         He  declared  roundly,  "  that  he  should  not 

thought  proper  to  remove  him.     To  the  au-  yield  to  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors 

tfaority  of  the  court  of  directors  they  opposed  in  any  instance,  in  which  it  should  require  his 

the  request  of  the  nabob,  stating  that  he  was  concession  of  the  rights  which  he  held  under 

arrived  at  the  common  age  of  maturity  and  an  act  of  parliament."     It  is  too  clear  to  stand 

stood  m  no  need  of  a  deputy  to  m(mage  hU  in  need  of  proof,  that  ho  neither  did  or  x^uld 

^ffairt.     On  former  occasions,  Mr.  Hastings  hold  any  authority  that  was  not  subject,  in 

conceived  a  very  low  opinion  of  the  condition  every  particle  of  it,  and  in  every  instance,  in 

of  the  person  whom  he  thus  set  up  against  the  which  it  could  be  exercised,  to  the  orders  of 

authority  of  his  masters.     "  On  a  former  oo-  the  court  of  directors. 

casion  (as  the  directors  tell  him)  and  to  serve         He  therefore  refused  to  back  the  company's 

a  very  different  purpose,  he  had  not  scrupled  orders  with  any  requisition  from  himself  to 

to  declare  it  as  visible  as  the  sun,  that  the  the  nabob,  but  merely  suffered  them  to  be 

nabob  was  a  mere  pageant  without  even  the  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to  him  to  do 

ahadow  of  authority."    But  on  this  occasion  just  as  he  thought  proper.     The  nabob,  who 

be  became  more  substantial.     Mr.  Hastings  called  Mr.  Hastings  "  his  patron,  and  d»- 

and  Mr.  Harwell  yielded  to  his  representa-  clarod  he  would  never  do  any  thing  without  his 

tion,  that  a  deputy  was  not  necessary,  and  ao-  consent  and  approbation,"   perfectly  under- 

cordingly  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  was  removed  stood  this  kind  of  signification.     For  the 

firom  his  office.  second  time,  the  nabob  recovered  from  his 

However,  lest  any  one  shouM  so  far  mis-  trance  of  pageantry  and  insignificance,  and 

trust  their  understanding  as  to  conceive  them  collected  courage  enough  to  write  to  the  coun- 

tbe  dupes  of  this  pretext,  they,  who  had  dis-  cil  in  these  terms :  "  I  administer  the  affairs 

obeved  the  company's  orders  under  colour  that  of  the  nizamut  (the  government,)  which  are  the 

no  deputy  was  neeenary,  immediately  appoint  affairs  of  my  oum  family  j  by  my  own  aulhori' 

another  deputy.     This  independent  prince,  ty,  and  shall  do  so ;  and  I  never  can  on  any 

who,  as  Mr.  Hastings  said,  *'  had  an  incon-  account  agree  to  the  appointment  of  the  nabob 

testibie  right  to  his  situation,  and  that  it  was  Mahomed  Reza  KMn  to  the  Naib  Subab- 

by  his  inheritance,"  suddenly  shrunk  into  his  ship."    Here  was  a  second  independent  power 

oU  state  of  insignificance,  and  was  even  look-  in  Bengal.     This  answer  from  that  power 

ed  upon  in  so  low  a  light,  as  to  receive  a  se-  proved  as  satisfactory  as  it  was  resolute.    No 

vere  reprimand  from  Mr.  Hastings  for  inter^  further  notice  was  taken  of  the  orders  of  the 

in  the  duties  of  his   (the  deputy's)  court  of  directors,  and  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn 

found  their  protecttoo  much  more  of  a  shadow , 
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than  the  pageant  ofpoMrer,  of  which  he  aspired  Mr.  Francis,  in  this  treaty,  insisted  oa 

to  be  the  representative.  those  very  points,  which  Mr.  Hastings  dedar- 

This  act  of  disobedience  differs  from  the  ed  he  could  never  give  up ;  and  tliat  his  con- 
others  in  one  particular,  which,  in  the  opinion  ditions  were  the  company's  ordws  ;  that  is, 
of  your  committee,  rather  aggravates  than  ex-  the  restoration  of  the  persons,  whom  tliey  had 
tenuates  the  offence.  In  the  others,  Messrs.  directed  to  be  restored.  The  event  of  this 
Hastings  and  Harwell  took  the  responsibility  negotiation  was,  that  Mr.  Hastings  at  length 
on  themselves ;  here  they  held  up  the  pretext  submitted  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  that  Mr. 
of  the  country  government.  However,  they  Fowke  and  Mahomed  Reza  Klidn  were  rein- 
obtained  thereby  one  of  the  objects,  whidi  stated  in  their  situations, 
they  appear  to  have  systematically  pursued.  Tour  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the 
As  they  had,  in  the  other  instances,  shown  to  transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that,  as  long 
the  British  servants  of  the  company,  that  the  as  the  question  stood  upon  his  obedience  to 
directors  were  not  able  to  protect  them,  here  his  lawiful  superiors,  so  long  he  considered 
the  same  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives,  the  restoration  of  these  persons  as  a  gross  in- 
Whilst  the  matter  lay  between  the  native  dignity,  the  submitting  to  which  would  destroy 
power  and  the  servants,  the  former  was  con-  all  his  credit  and  influence  in  the  country, 
sidered  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  most  con-  But  when  it  was  to  accommodate  his  own  oo 
temptiblo  light.  When  the  question  was  be-  casions  in  a  treaty  with  a  follow-servant,  all 
twecn  the  servants  and  the  court  of  directors,  these  difficulties  instantly  vanish  ;  and  he  finds 
the  native  power  was  asserted  to  be  a  self>de-  it  perfectly  consistent  with  his  dignity,  cro- 
rivod,  hereditary,  uncontrollable  authority,  dit,  and  influence,  to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what 
and  encouraged  to  act  as  such.  he  had  refused  to  the  strict  and  reiterated  in- 

In  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British  junctions  of  the  court  of  directors.  Tran- 
legislature  was  at  that  time  treated  with  eve-  quillity  was,  however,  for  a  time  restored  by 
ry  mark  of  reprobation  and  contempt.  But  this  measure,  though  it  did  not  continue  long, 
soon  after,  a  most  imexpected  change  took  In  about  three  months  an  occasion  occurred,  in 
place,  by  which  the  persons,  in  whose  favour  which  Mr.  Francis  gave  some  opposition  to 
the  court  of  directors  had  in  vain  interposed,  a  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  which 
obtained  specific  objects,  which  had  been  re-  brought  on  a  duel ;  upon  the  mischievous 
fiised  to  them  :  things  were,  however,  so  well  effects  of  which  your  committee  have  already 
contrived,  that  legal  authority  was  nearly  as  made  their  observations, 
much  affronted  by  the  apparent  compliance  The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  soon  after 
with  their  orders,  as  by  the  real  resistance  for  Europe,  opened  a  new  scene,  and  gave 
they  had  before  met  with.  After  long  and  vio-  rise  to  a  third  revolution.  Lest  the  arrange- 
lent  controversies,  an  agreement  took  place  ment  with  the  servants  of  the  company  should 
betweeen  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Francis,  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  mistaken 
Itf^pears,  that  Mr  Hastings,  embarassed  for  obedience  to  their  superiours,  Mr.  Francis 
with  the  complicated  wars  and  ruinous  expen*  was  little  more  than  a  month  gone,  when  Mr. 
MS,  into  which  his  measures  had  brought  him,  Fowke  was  again  recalled  from  Benares,  cmd 
began  to  think  of  procuring  peace  at  home.  ilfr.  BrittoxD  9oon  after  from  Oude.  In  these 
The  agreement  originated  in  a  conversation,  measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the 
held  on  Christmas«day  1779,  between  Major  principles  of  disobedience,  which  he  had 
Soott,  then  aid-de-camp  and  now  agent  to  Mr.  used  in  all  the  cases  hitherto  stated.  In  his 
Hastings,  and  Mr.  Ducarrel,  a  gentlemen  minute  of  consultation  on  this  recall,  he  re- 
high  in  the  company's  service  at  Calcutta,  fers  to  his  former  minutes  ;  and  he  adds,  thai 
Mr.  Scott,  in  consequence  of  this  conversa-  he  has  "  a  recent  motive  in  the  necessity  of 
tion,  was  authorized  to  make  overtures  to  removing  any  circumstance,  which  may  con- 
Mr.  Francis  through  Mr.  Ducarrel ;  to  de-  tribute  to  lessen  his  mftuence  in  the  effect  of 
clare  Mr.  Hastings  tired  of  controversy,  ex-  any  negotiations,  in  which  he  may  be  engaged 
pressing  his  wish  to  have  the  Mahratta  war  in  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  visit  to 
entirely  lefl  to  him ; — that  there  were  certain  Lucknow."  He  here  reverts  to  his  old  plea 
points  Ae  could  not  give  up :  that  he  could  not  of  preserving  his  influence ;  not  content  with 
(for  reasons  he  then  assigned)  mtbmit  to  the  this,  as  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n 
restoration  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mahomed  Reza  he  had  called  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal, 
Kh&n,  and  Mr.  Bristow ;  that  he  had  not  the  he  hero  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob  of  Oude, 
tmaUeet  pereonal  objection  to  them,  and  would  who,  on  reasons  exactly  tallying  with  those 
willingly  provide  for  them  in  any  other  line,  given  by  Mr.  Hastings,  desires  tint  Mr.  Bris- 
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taw  may  be  removod.     The  true  weight  of    whom  Mr.  HastingB  a  second  time  removed 

these  requisitions  will  appear,  ifnot  sufficient-  from  the  office,  to  which  he  told  the  court  ol 

ly  apparent  from  the  known  situation  of  the  directors,  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  March, 

parties,  bjr  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  1780,  he  had  appointed  him  in  conformity  to 

from  this  nabob  of  Oude  to  his  agent  at  Cal-  their  orders.    On  the  14th  of  January,  1781, 

cutta,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Hastings,  he  again  finds  it  an  indispensable  obligation 

that  "  if  it  is  proper  I  will  write  to  the  king  in  him  to  exercije  powers  "  inherent  in  the 

[of  Great  Britain]  and  tlie  vizier  [one  of  his  constitution  of  his    government."     On  this 

majesty's  ministers]  and  the  chief  of  the  com-  principle  he  claimed  "  tife  right  of  nominating 

pany,  in  auch  a  vrumner  <u  he  shall  direct,  cmd  the  agent  of  his  own  choice  to  the  residence 

•  %  the  word*  that  heehall  order j  that  Mr.  Bris-  of  Benares  ;  that  it  is  a  representative  situa- 

tow's  views  may  be  thwarted  there."     There  tion :  that  speaking  for  myself  alone  it  may 

is  no  doubt  of  the  entire  co-operation  of  the  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francis  Fowke 

oabub  Asoph  ul  Dowlah  in  all  the  designs  of  is  not  my  agent ;  that  I  cannot  give  him  my 

Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  thwarting  the  views  of  confidence;  that  while  he  continues  at  Ben- 

any  persons,  who  place  their  reliance  on  the  ares,  he  stands  as  a  screen  between  the  rajah 

authority  of  this  kingdom.  and  this  government,  instead  of  an  instrument 

As  usual,  the  court  of  directors  appear  in  of  controul ;  that  the  rajah  himself,  and  every 

their  proper  order  in  the  procession.     After  chief  in  Hindostan,  will  regard  it  as  the  pledge 

this  third  act  of.  disobedience  with  regard  to  and  the  foundation,  of   his  independence/' 

the  same  person  and  the  same  office,  and  afler  Here  Mr.  Hastings  has  got  back  to  his  old 

calling  the  proceedings  unwarrantable,  **  in  principles,  where  he  takes  post  as  on  strong 

srder  to  vindicate  and  uphold  their  own  authori'  ground.     This  ne  declares  "  to  be  his  objoo- 

ty,  and  thinking  ita  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  tion  to  Mr.  Fowke,  and  that  it  is  insupera- 

wuintain  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,^  ble."    The  very  lino  before  this  paragraph  he 

they  again  order  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  reinstated,  writes  of  this  person,  to  whom  he  could  not 

sod  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled:  in  this  give  his  con/fdence,  that "  he  believed  he  mi^t 

circle  the  whole  moves  with  great  regularity,  depend  upon  his  fidelity,  and  his  exact  imd 

Theextraordinary  operations  of  Mr.  Hast^  literal  obedience."    Mr.  Scott,  who  is  au— . 

ings,  that  soon  after  followed  in  every  depart-  thorized  to  defend  Mr.  Hastings,  supported 

moit,  which  was  the  subject  of  all  these  acts  the  same  principles  before  your  committee, 

of  disobedience,  have  made  them  appear  in  a  by  a  comparison,  that  avowedly  reduces  the 

light  peculiarly  unpropitious  to  his  cause.     It  the  court  of  directors  to  the  state  of  a  party 

is  but  too  probably  from  his  own  accounts,  against  their  servants.     He  declared,  that  in 

that  he  meditated  some  strong  measure,  both  his  opinion  "  it  would  be  just  as  absurd  to 

at  Benares  and  at  Oude,  at  the  very  time  of  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  his 

the  removal  of  those  officers.     He  declares  ambassadour  at  Benares,  as  it  would  be  to 

be  knew  that  his  conduct  in  those  places  was  force  on  the    ministry  of  this  country  an 

soch,  as  to  lie  very  open  to  malicious  repre-  ambassadour  from  the  opposition."    Such  ia 

sentatioos.     He  must  have  been  sensible  that  the  opinion  entertained  in  Bengal,  and  that 

he  was  open  to  such  representations  from  the  but  too  effectually  realized,  of  the  relatioa 

beginning ;  he  was  therefore  impelled  by  ev»-  between  the  principal  servants  of  the  compa* 

ry  motive,  which  ought  to  influence  a  man  of  ny,  and  the  court  of  directors, 
sense,  by  no  means  to  disturb  the  order  which        So  far  the  reparation,  in  point  of  honour,  to 
he  had  last  established.                                     ^Mr.  Fowke  was  complete.     The  reparation, 

Of  this,  however,  he  took  no  care :  but  he  in  point  of  interest,  your  commitee  do  not 
was  not  so  inattentive  to  the  satisfaction  of  find  to  have  been  equally  satisfactory ;  but 
the  sufferers,  either  in  point  of  honour  or  of  they  do  find  it  to  be  of  the  most  extraordinary 
interest.  This  was  most  strongly  marked  in  nature,  and  of  the  most  mischievous  example 
the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke.  His  reparation  to  Mr.  Fowke  had  been  deprived  of  a  place  of 
that  gentleman,  in  point  of  honour,  is  as  full  rank  and  honour ;  the  place  of  a  public  vac* 
■s  possible.  Mr.  Hastings  "declared  that  keel,  or  representative.  The  recompense  pro- 
be approved  his  character  and  his  conduct  in  vided  for  him  is  a  succession  to  a  contract, 
office,  and  believed  that  he  might  depend  up-  Mr.  Hastings  moved,  that  on  the  expiration 
oo  ku  esad  and  literal  obedience  andJldtlUy  of  Colonel  Morgan's  contract,  be  should  be 
k  the  ncecotion  of  the  functions  annexed  to  appointed  agent  to  all  the  boats  employed  for 
to  it."    Such  if  the  character  of  the  man,  the  military  service  of  that  establishmtnU 
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with  a  commisBion  ofjifteen  per  cent,  on  all  These  orders  relate  to  contracts ;  and  they 
dMuraemenU  m  that  qfflet ;  permitting  Mr.  contain  two  standing  regulations. 
Fowke,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  his  allow-         1st.  That  all  contracts  shall  be  publicly 
ance  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  month,  as  resi-  adrertised,  and  that  the  most  reasonable  pro- 
dent,  until  the  expiration  of  the  contract,  and  posals  shall  be  accepted, 
for  three  months  after.  Sdly.  That  two  contracts,  those  of  provi- 

Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  struck,  as  every  sions  and  for  carriage  bullocks,  shall  be  only 

one  must  bo,  with  so  extraordinary  a  proceed-  annual. 

ing ;  the  principle  of  which  he  observes  "  is  These  orders  are  undoubtedly  some  cor« 
liable  to  one  material  objection."  That  one  rectives  to  the  abuses,  which  may  arise  in 
is  material  indeed ;  for  no  limit  being  laid  this  very  critical  article  of  public  dealing.— 
down  for  the  expense  in  which  the  per-cent^  But  the  house  will  remark,  that  if  the  busi- 
age  is  to  arise,  it  is  the  direct  interest  of  the  ness  usually  carried  on  by  contracts  can  be 
person  employed  to  make  his  department  as  converted  at  pleasure  into  agencies,  like  that 
expensive  as  possible.  To  this  Mr.  Hastings  of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these  regulations  perish 
answers,  that  "  he  is  convinced  by  experience  of  course ;  and  there  is  no  direction  whatso- 
it  will  be  better  performed;"  and  yet,  he  im-  ever  for  restraining  the  most  prodigal  and  cor- 
mediately  afler  subjoins,  "  this  defect  can  only  nipt  bargains  for  the  public, 
bo  corrected  by  the  probity  of  the  person  en-  Tour  committee  have  inquired  into  the  ob- 
trusted  with  so  important  a  charge ;  and  I  am  servance  of  these  necessary  regulations  ;  and 
willing  to  have  it  understood,  as  b.  proof  of  the  they  find,  that  they  have,  like  the  rest,  been 
confidence  I  repose  in  Mr.  Fowke^  that  I  have  entirely  contemned,  and  contemned  with  en- 
proposed  bis  appointment,  in  opposition  to  a  tire  impunity.  Afler  the  |>eriod  of  Colonel 
general  principle,  to  a  trust  so  constituted."  Monson's  death,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  very  minute  of  con-  Barwell  obtained  the  lead  in  the  council,  the 
ultation,  Mr.  Hastings  removes  Mr.  Fowke  contracts  were  disposed  of  without  at  all  ad- 
from  the  residency  of  Benares,  because  "  he  vertising  for  proposals.  Those  in  1777  were 
cannot  give  him  his  confidence  ;"  and  yet,  be-  given  for  throe  years  ;  and  the  gentlemen  in 
fore  the  pen  is  out  of  his  hand,  he  violates  question  growing,  by  habit  and  encourage- 
one  of  the  soundest  general  principles  in  the  ment,  into  more  boldness,  in  1779  the  contracts 
whole  system  of  dealing,  in  order  to  give  a  were  disposed  of  for  five  years ;  and  this  they 
proof  of  the  confidence  he  reposes  in  that  did  at  the  eve  of  the  expiration  of  their  own 
gentleman.  This  apparent  gross  contradic-  appointment  to  the  government.  This  in- 
tion  is  to  be  reconciled  but  by  one  way  ;  which  crease  in  the  length  of  the  contracts,  though 
is,  that  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings  comes  contrary  to  orders,  might  have  admitted  some 
and  goes  with  his  opposition  to  legal  authori-  excuse,  if  it  had  been  made,  even  in  appear- 
ty.  Where  that  authority  recommends  any  ance,  the  means  of  lessening  the  expense, 
person,  his  confidence  in  him  vanishes  ;  but,  to  But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors, 
•how  tint  it  is  the  authority,  and  not  the  per-  instead  of  being  diminished,  were  enlarged, 
son,  he  opposes,  when  that  is  out  of  sight,  and  in  a  manner  far  beyond  the  proportion  ot 
there  is  no  rule  so  sacred,  which  is  not  to  be  the  enlargement  of  terms.  Of* this  abuse  and 
fiolated  to  manifest  his  real  esteem  and  per-  contempt  of  orders  a  judgment  may  be  form- 
feet  trust  in  the  person,  whom  he  has  rejected,  ed  by  the  single  contract  for  supplying  the  ar- 
However,  by  overturning  general  principles  my  with  draught  and  carriage  bullocks.  As 
to  compliment  Mr.  Fowke's  integrity,  he  it  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  in 
does  all  in  his  power  to  corrupt  it ;  at  the  same  1779,  the  expense  of  that  service  was  about 
ho  establishes  an  example,  that  must  either  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  a  month, 
subject  all  future  dealings  to  the  same  pemi-  By  the  new  contract  given  away  in  Septcro- 
cious  clause,  or  which,  being  omitted,  must  ber  of  that  year,  the  service  was  raised  to  the 
become  a  strong  implied  charge  on '  the  in-  enormous  sum  of  near  six  thousand  pounds  a 
tegrity  of  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  exclu-  month.  The  monthly  increase,  therefore,  be- 
dcd  from  a  trust  so  constituted.  ing  four  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  it 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  com-  constitutes  a  total  increase  of  charges  for  the 
mittee  in  this  part  of  their  observations,  company,  in  the  five  years  of  the  contract,  hi 
which  relatM  to  the  obedience  to  orders,  to  no  less  a  sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
remark  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  orders  fire  thousand  pounds.  Now,  as  the  former 
of  the  court  of  directors,  with  regard  to  this  contract  was,  without  doubt,  sufficiently  ad- 
kind  of  dealing  in  contracts,  are  observed.—  vantageoos,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  Om 
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extnTi^moe  of  the  present.     The  termsi  in-  that  his  understanding  was  much  improved  ^ 
deed,  pass  the  bounds  of  all  allowance  for  late  by  an  attention  to  his  education ;  that 
oegligeooe  and  ignorance  of  office.  these  circumstances  gave  him  a  claim  to  the 
Tho  case  oT  Mr.  Bellis's  contract  for  sup-  uncontrolled  exercise  of  domestic  authority ; 
ilying  provisicMis  to  the  fort  is  of  the  same  and  it  might  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  be 
escription ;  and,  what  exceedingly  increases  would  pay  a  greater  regard  to  a  just  oeconomy 
;e  suspicion  against  this  profusion  in  con-  in  his  own  family,  than  haul  been  observed  by 
racts,  made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  those  who  were  aliens  to  it.     For  these  rea^ 
that  they  are  always  found  to  be  given  in  fit-  sons  Mr.  Hastings  recommended  to  the  board, 
vour  of  persons  closely  connected  with  Mr.  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  should  be  imro»- 
Hastings  in  his  family,  or  even  in  his  actual  diately  divested  of  the  office  of  superintendant 
service.  of  the  nabob's  household,  and  that  the  nabob 
The  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  Mobarek  ul  Dovda  ehould  be  entrtiMed  xoUh 
and  Mr.  Barwell  justify  this  disobedience,  if  the  exclusive  and  entire  receipts  and  disburse^ 
admitted,  reduce  the  company's  government,  ments  of  his  stipendf  and  the  uncontrolled 
so  &r  as  it  regards  the  supreme  council,  to  a  management  and  regulation  of  his  household, 
mere  patronage  ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nomina-  Thus  far  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
ting  persons  to,  or  removing  them  from,  an  au-  the  conclusion  corresponds  with  the  premises ; 
thority,  which  is  not  only  despotic  with  regard  tor,  supposing  the  &ct  to  be  established  or 
to  those  who  are  subordinate  to  it,  but,  in  all  its  admitted,  that  the  nabob,  in  point  of  age,  ca- 
acts,  entirely  independent  of  the  legal  power,  pacity,  and  judgment,  was  qualified  to  act  for 
which  is  nominally  superior.      These  are  himself,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  manage- 
principles  directly  leading  to  the  destruction  ment  of  his  domestic  affairs  should  not  be 
ofthe  company's  government.     A  correspon-  withheld  from  him.     On  this  part  of  the  pro- 
dent  practice  being  established,  (as  in  this  ceeding  your  committee  will  only  observe, 
case  of  contracts  as  well  as  others   it  has  that  if  it  were  strictly  true  that  the  nabob's 
been,)  the  means  are  furnished  of  effectuat-  imderstanding  had  been  much  improved  ^ 
ng  this  purpose  :  for  the  common  superiour,  UUe  by  an  attention  to  his  education,  (which 
he  company,  having  no  power  to  regulate  or  seems  an  extraordinary  v^ay  of  describing  the 
.o  support  tiieir  own  appointments,  nor  to  re-  qualifications  of  a  man  of  six-and-twenty,  the 
move  those  whom  Cney  wish  to  remove,  nor  father  of  many  children,)  the  merit  of  such 
lo  prevent  the  contracts  from  being  made  use  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  Mahomed 
of  against  their  interest,  all  the  English  in  Reza  Khdn,  who  was  the  only  person  of  rank 
Bengal  roust  naturally  look  to  the  next  in  au-  and  character  connected  with  him,  or  who 
thority ;  they  must  depend  upon,  follow,  and  could  be  supposed  to  have  any  influence  ovef 
attach  themselves  to  him  solely.    And  thus  a  him.    Mr.  Hastings  himself  reproaches  the 
party  may  be  formed  of  the  whole  system  of  nabob  with  raising  mean  men  to  be  his  corn- 
civil  and  military  servants  for  the  support  of  panions ;  and  tells  him  plainly,   that  some 
the  subordinate,  and  defiance  of  the  supreme  persons  both  of  bad  character  and  base  origin 
power.  had  found  the  means  of  insinuating  themselves 
Your  committee  being  led  to  attend  to  the  into  his  company  and  constant  fellowship.     In 
•base  of  contracts,  which  are  given  upon  prin-  such  society  it  is  not  likely  that  either  the 
ciples  fatal  to  the  subordination  of  the  service,  nabob's  morals  or  his  understanding  could 
mid  in  defiance  of  orders,  revert  to  the  diso-  have  been  much  improved ;  nor  could  it  be 
bedicnce  of  orders  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  deemed  prudent  to  leave  him  without  any 
Reza  KhAn.  check  upon  his    conduct.— Mr.   Hastings  • 
This  transaction  is  of  a  piece  with  those  opinion  on  this  point  may  be  collected  from 
that  preceded  it.     On  the  6th  of  July,  1781,  what  he  did,  but  by  no  means  from  what  he 
Mr.  Hastings  announced  to  the  board  the  ar-  said  on  the  occasion. 

rival  of  a  messenger,  and  introduced  a  requisi-  The  house  will  naturally  expect  to  find  that 

tion  from  the  young  nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dow-  the  nabob's  request  was  granted,  and  that  the 

la,  "  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  ditpese  of  resolution  of  the  board  was  conformable  to  the 

ki»  own  stipend,  vtithout  being  made  to  depend  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings's  recommendation. 

OR  the  will  of  another.     In  fkvour  of  this  re-  Yet  the  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.     Mr. 

quisition  Mr.  Hastings  urged  various  argu-  Hastings,  after  advising  that  the  nabob  should 

ments :.— that  the  nabob  could  no  longer  be  be  entrusted  vnth  the  exclusive  and  entire  rt* 

deemed  a  minor; — ^that  he  was  twenty-six  eeipta  and  disbursements  of  his  stipend,  immem 

of  age,  and  father  of  many  chikhreo ;—  cUafcely  corrects  that  advice,  being  aware  t\tM 
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f  0  tudden  and  unlimited  a  diapotal  of  a  large  not  only  hij  fortune  but  bis  person  to  tb«  am- 

rwenue  might  at  firti  encourage  a  epirit  of  tody  of  a  particular  friend  to  Mr.  Hastings^ 

disripation  in  tbn  nabob ;  and    resenres  to  The  instructiona  given  to  the  nabob  cod- 

himMelfn.  power  of  establishing,  with  tht  no-  tain  other  passages,  that  merit  attention.     In 

bob* 9  consent,  such  a  plan  ibr  the  regulation  one  place  Mr.  Hastings  tells  him,  "  you  hare 

and  equal  distribution  of  the  nabob's  expenses,  offered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of  ru- 

ae  thould  be  adopted  to  the  dianmilar  appear^  pecs  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  remain- 

ancei  of  preserving  his  interests  and  his  imie-  der ;  but  this  we  have  refused."    In  another 

pendente  at  the  sams  time.    On  the  same  com-  he  says,  that,  *'  as  many  matters  toii/  oecw 

plicated  principles  the  subsequent  resolution  of  which  cannot  be  so  easily  explained  by  letter  as 

the  board  professes  to  allow  the  nabob  the  £3/ converso^'on,  I  desire  that  you  will,  cm  such 

management  of  his  stipend  and  expenses ;  occasions,  give  your  orders  to  Sir  Jolin  DHDy- 

with  an  hope,  however,  (which,  considering  ly,  respecting  such  points  as  you  may  desire 

the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  could  be  to  have  imparted  to  me."    The  offer  alluded 

nothing  less  than  an    injunction,)  that  he  to  in  the  first  passage  does  not  appear  in  the 

would  submit  to  such  a  plan  as  should  &•  nabob's  letters ;  therefcM-e,  must  have  been  in 

agreed  on  between  )dm  and  the  govemour-  conversation,  and  declined  by  Mr.  Hastings 

general.  without  consulting  his  colleague.     A  refusal 

The  drifl  of  these  contradictions  is  suffi*  ofVit  might  have  been  proper ;  but  it  supposef 

cienly  apparent.     Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  was  a  degree  of  incapacity  in  the  nabob,  not  to  be 

to  be  divested  of  his  office  at  all  events,  and  reconciled  to  the  principles,  on  which  Mabo- 

the  management  of  the  nabob's  stipend  com-  med  Reza  Kh&n  was  removed  from  the  man- 

mitted  to  other  hands.     To  accomplish  the  agement  of  his  affairs. 

first,  the  nabob  is  said  to  be  "  now  arrived  at  Of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  the  second,  and 
that  time  of  life,  when  a  man  may  be  suppos-  which,  it  is  said,  could  not  be  so  easily  ear- 
ed capable,  if  ever,  of  managing  his  own  con-  plained  by  letters  as  in  conversation,  no  expla- 
cems."  When  this  principle  has -answered  nation  is  given.  Your  committee  will  tliere- 
the  momentary  purpose  for  which  it  was  pro-  fore  leave  them,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  done, 
duced,  we  find  it  immediately  discarded,  and  to  the  opinion  of  the  house, 
an  opposite  resolution  formed  on  an  opposite  As  soon  as  the  nabob's  requisition  was 
principle,  viz.  that  he  shall  not  have  the  communicated  to  the  board,  it  was  moved  and 
management  of  own  concerns  in  consideration  resolved,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khikn  should 
qfhis  want  of  experience.  be  divested  of  his  office ;  and  the  house  have 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  his  arrival  at  Moorsheda-  seen  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed  of. 
bad,  gives  Mr.  Wheler  an  account  of  his  in-  The  nabob  had  stated  various  complaints 
terview  with  the  nabob,  and  of  the  nabob's  against  him  : — that  he  had  dismissed  the  old 
implicit  submission  to  his  advice.  The  prin-  established  servants  of  the  Nizamut,  and  fill- 
cipal,if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  opera-  ed  their  places  with  his  own  dependants: — 
tion  appears  from  the  result  of  it.  Sir  John  that  he  had  regularly  received  the  stipend  of 
D'Oyly,  a  gentleman  in  whom  Mr.  Hastings  the  Nizamut  from  the  company,  yet  had  kept 
places  pcu^icular  confidence,  succeeds  to  the  the  nabob  involved  in  debt  and  distress,  and 
office  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khiin,  and  to  the  exposed  to  the  clamours  of  his  creditors  ;  and 
same  controul  over  the  nabob's  expenses,  sometimes  even  in  want  of  a  dinner.  All 
Into  the  hands  of  this  gentlemen  the  nabob's  these  complaints  were  recorded  at  large  in  the 
stipend  was  to  be  immediately  paid,  as  every  proceedings  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not 
intermediate  ehannd  would  be  an  unavoidable  appear  that  they  were  even  communicated  to 
cause  of  delay ;  and  to  Jus  advice  the  nabob  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  or  that  he  was  ever 
was  required  to  give  the  same  attention,  as  if  called  upon,  in  any  shape,  to  answer  them, 
it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  One  This  circumstance  inclines  your  conunitteo 
of  the  conditions  prescribed  to  the  nabob  was,  to  believe,  that  all  of  these  charges  were 
that  he  should  admit  no  Englishman  to  his  groundless ;  especially  as  it  appears  on  the 
presence,  without  previously  consulting  Sir  fkce  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  chief  of  them 
John  D'Oyly ;  and  hemustforbid  any  person  of  were  not  well  founded.  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his 
that  nation  to  be  intruded  u^hout  his  introduc-  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  01 
tion.  On  these  arrangements  it  need  only  be  the  monthly  payment  of  the  nabob's  stipend 
observed,  that  a  measure,  which  sets  out  with  heing  regularly  made ;  and  sajrs,  that,  to  re- 
professing  to  relieve  the  nabob  from  a  state  of  lieve  the  nabob's  present  wants,  he  had  direct* 
ptrpetual  pt/^pUage,  concludes  with  delivering  ed  the  retideot  to  rtise  an  immediate  suppl? 
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fo  the  credit  of  the  company,  to  be  repaid         Since  the  closing  of  the  above  report,  many 
from  first  receipts.    From  hence  your  com-     material  papers  have  arrived  from  India,  and 
mittee  concluck  the  monthly  payments  had     have  been  laid  before  your  committee  :  that 
not  been  re^lariy  made  ;  and  that  whatever     which  they  think  it  most  immediately  neces- 
distresses  the  nabob  might  have  suffered  must     sary  to  annex  to  the  appendix  to  this  report, 
have  been  owing  to  the  govemour-general     is  the  resolution  of  the  council-general  to  aJ- 
tnd  council,  not  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  ;     low  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade,  r»- 
wbo,  for  ought  that  appears  to  the  contrary,     sident  at  Calcutta,  a  charge  of  five  per  cent, 
paid  away  the  stipend  as  fiist  as  he  received  it.     on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment 
Had  it  been  otherwise,  that  is,  if  Mahomed     formed  upon  their  second  plan,  namely,  that 
Reza  Kh&n  had  reserved  a  balance  of  the  na-     plan  which  had  been  communicated  to  Lord 
bob's  money  in  his  hands,  he  should,  and  un-     Macartney.     The  investment  on  this  plan  ia 
doubtedly  he  would,  have  been  called  upon  to     stated  to  be  raised  from  800,000/.  to  1,000,- 
pay  it  in ;  and  then  there  would  have  been  no     000/.  sterling. 

necessity  for  raising  an  immediate  supply  by        It  is  on  all  accotmts  a  very  memorable  trans- 
othor  means.  action,  and  tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burden, 

The  transaction,  on  the  whole,  speaks  very     operating  in  the  nature  of  a  tax,  laid  by  their 
sufficiently  for  itself.     It  is  a  gross  instance  of    own  authority  on  the  goods  of  their  masters 
repeated  disobedience  to  repeated  orders ;  and     in  England.     If  such  a  compensation  to  the 
it  is  rendered  particularly  offensive  to  the  au-     board  of  trade  was  necessary,  on  account  of 
thohtyof  the  court  of  directors  by  the  frivolous     their  engagement  to  take  no  further  (that  is 
tud  contradictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  But,     to  say,  no  unlawful)  emolument,  it  implies, 
whether  the  nabob's  requisition  was  reasonable     that  the  practice  of  making  such  unlawful 
ornoc,  the  govemour-general  and  council  were     emolument  had  formerly  existed;  and  your 
precluded  by  a  special  instruction  fi-om  com-     committee  think  it  very  extraordinary,  that 
plying  with  it.     The  directors,  in  their  letter     the  first  notice  the  company  had  received  of 
of  the  I'ith  of  February,  1779,  declare,  that  a     such  a  practice  should  be,  in  taxing  them  for  a 
resolution  of  council  (taken  by  Mr.  Francis     compensation  for  a  partial  abolition  of  it,  se- 
tad  Mr.  Wheler,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bar-     cured  on  the  parole  of  honour  of  these  very 
veil)  viz.  **  that  the  nabob's  letter  should  be     persons  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  guilty 
nfmd  to  them  for  their  decisicn ;  and  that     of  this  unjustifiable  conduct.     Your  commit - 
■o  resolution  should  be  taken  in  Bengal,  on     tee  consider  this  engagement,  if  kept,  as  only 
kis  requisitions,  without  their  special  orders     a  partial  abolition  of  the  implied  corrupt 
■ad  instructions ,"  was  very  proper.     They     practice,  because  no  part  of  the  compensation 
prodently  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of    is  given  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade, 
deciding  on  such  questions ;  but  they  reserv-     who  reside  at  the  several  factories,  though 
ed  it  to  DO  purpose.    In  England  the  autho-     their  means  of  abuse  are  without  all  compari- 
rity  is  purely  formal.    In  Bengal  the  power     son  greater ;  and  if  the  corruption  was  sup- 
ii  positive  and  real.    When  they  clash,  their     posed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at  that 
•pposition  serves  only  to  degrade  the  autho-     price  where  the  means  were  fewer,  the  house 
ntj  that  ought  to  predominate,  and  to  exalt     will  judge  how  far  the  tax  has  purchased  off 
.ks  power  that  ought  to  be  dependent.  the  sril. 
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ELEVENTH  REPORT 

raOM  1 HC  SELECT  COMMITTEE  APPOIirTED  TO  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDEBATION  THE  STATV 
OF  THE  .IDMIiriSTRATION  OF  JUSTICE  IIT  THE  PROTIRCES  OF  BEIVGAL,  BAHAR,  ABO 
ORI88A,  AND  TO  REPORT  THE  SAME,  AS  XT  SHALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THE  BOUSE, 
WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THEREUPON  ;  AND  WHO  WERE  INSTRUCTED  TO  CONSI- 
DER HOW  THE  BRITISH  POSSESSIONS  IN  THE  EAST-INDIES  MAT  BE  HELD  AND  GO- 
VERNED WITH  THE  GREATEST  SECURITY  AND  ADVANTAGE  TO  THIS  COUNTRV,  AND 
Br  WHAT  MEANS  THE  HAPPINESS  OF  THE  NATIVE  INHABITANTS  MAY  BE  BEST  PRO- 
MOTED.—(1 783.) 

Tour  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  in-  cemed  in  the  first  discoveries,  did  probably 
quiry  into  the  obedience  yielded  by  the  com-  prevent  any  further  complaint  upon  the  8ul>- 
pony'servants  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di-  ject ;  but  towards  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
rectors,  (the  authority  of  which  orders  had  sion,  your  'committee  have  received  much  of 
been  strengthened  by  the  regulating  act  of  new  and  alarming  information  concerning  that 
1773,)  could  not  overlook  one  of  the  most    abuse. 

essential  objects  of  that  act,  and  of  those  or-  The  first  traces  appeared,  though  &intly 
ders,  namely,  the  taking  ofgiJU  and  pruentt,  and  obscurely,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  direc- 
These  pretended  free  gihs  from  the  natives  to  tors  from  the  govemour-general,  Mr.  Has- 
the  company's  servants  in  power  had  never  tings,  written  on  the  29th  of  November, 
been  authorized  by  law  ;  they  are  contrary  to  1780.*  It  has  been  stated  in  a  former  report 
the  covenants  formally  entered  into  by  the  of  your  committee,  that  on  the  26th  of  June, 
president  and  council ;  they  are  strictly  for-  1780,  Mr.  Hastings,  being  very  earnest  in  the 
bidden  by  the  act  of  parliament ;  and  forbid-  prosecution  of  a  particular  operation  in  the 
den  upon  grounds  of  the  most  substantial  po-  Mabratta  war,  in  order  to  remove  objections 
licy.  to  that  measure,  which  were  made  on  account 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1773,  the  al-  of  the  expense  c^tbe  o(mtingencies,  offered  to 
lowancos  made  by  the  company  to  the  pre-  exonerate  the  company  fit>m  that  "  charge." 
sidents  of  Bengal,  were  abundantly  sufficient  Continuing  his  minute  of  council,  he  says : 
to  guarantee  them  against  any  thing  like  a  "  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about  23,000^.)  I  have 
necessity  for  giving  in  to  that  pernicious  prac-  itlready  deposited,  within  a  small  amount,  in 
tice.  The  act  of  parliament  which  appointed  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurers,  and  I  beg  that 
a  governour-general  in  the  place  of  a  presi-  the  board  will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  that 
dent,  and  it  was  extremely  particular  in  enfbr-  Bervice.**  Here  he  offers  in  his  own  person ; 
cing  the  prohibition  of  those  presents,  so  he  deposits,  or  pretends  that  he  deposits,  in 
it  was  equally  careful  in  making  an  ample  his  own  person  ;  and,  with  the  zeal  of  a  man 
provision  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support 
office,  in  order  to  remove  all  excuses  for  a  of  his  measures,  be  prays  that  his  offer  may 
corrupt  increase  of  its  emoluments.  be  accepted.     Not  thd  least  hint  that  he  was 

Although  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  delivering  back  to  the  company  money  of 
verbal  testimony,  has  appeared  before  your  their  own,  which  be  had  secreted  from  them, 
committee,  of  presents  to  a  large  amount  Indeed,  no  man  ever  made  it  a  request,  much 
having  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  less  earnestly  entreated,  "  begged  to  be  per- 
others,  before  the  year  1775,  they  were  not  mitted,"  to  pay  any  persons,  public  or  private, 
able  to  find  distinct  traces  of  that  practice  in  money  that  was  their  own. 
him,  or  any  one  else,  for  a  few  years.  It  appeared  to  your  committee,   that  the 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  in  Bengal,  by  order  money  offered  for  that  service,  which  was  to 
of  the  court  of  directors,  in  1775,  with  regard  to  forward  the  operations  of  a  detachment  under 
all  corrupt  practices,  and  the  vigour  with  which  Colonel  Camac,  in  an  expedition  against  one 
they  were  for  some  time  pursued,  might  have  of  the  Mahratta  chie&,  was  not  accepted, 
given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt  of  pr»-  And  your  committee  having  directed  warch 
■eats,  or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual 

Conc«ilmenl  of  them  ;  and  aflerwards  the  ca.        .  Appendix,  B.  No.  1.    Vide  supplement  to 
nmities  which  befeUalmoit  all  who  were  con-    the  3a  report  psgel- 
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to  be  mftdo  for  anj  lumi  of  money  paid  into  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avail  myself 
the  treasury  by  Mr.  Hastings  fbr  this  service,  of  the  accidental  meant,  which  were  at  that  in- 
found,  that  notwithstanding  his  assertion  of  stant  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  convert- 
having  deposited  "two  lacks  of  rupees,  or  ing  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the  company; 
within  a  trifle  of  that  sum,  in  the  hands  of  the  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the 
sub-treasurer,"  no  entry  whatsoever  of  that  or  subject." 

any  other  payment  by  the  govemour-general,  The  apology  is  brief  indeed,  considering 
was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts,   at  or  the  nature  of  the  transaction ;  and,  what  is 
about   that  time.'*     This  circumstance  ap-  more  material  than  its  length  or  its  shortness, 
pear«d  very  striking  to  your  committee,  as  it  is  in  all  points  unsatisfactory.     The  niat- 
the  non-Appearance  in  the  company's  books  of  ter  becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscure  by  hii 
the  article  in  question  must  be  owing  to  one  explanation.    Hero  was  money  received  by 
or  other  of  these  fow  causes  :  that  the  asser-  Mr.  Hastings,  which,  according  to  his  own 
tioQ  of  Mr.  Hastings,  of  his  having  paid  in  judgment,  he  had  no  right  to  receive ;  it  was 
Dear  two  lacks  of  rupees  at  that  time,  was  not  money,  which  **  (but  for  the  occasion  which 
true  ;  or  that  the  sub-treasurer  may  receive  prompt^  him)  he  could  not  have  accepted  ;* 
great  sums  in  deposit  without  entering  them  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and  from 
in  the  company's  treasury  accountij ;  or  that  his  into  the  company's  hands,  by  ways  and 
the  treasury  books  themselves  are  records  not  means  undescribed,  and  from  persons  un- 
to be  depended  on ;  or,  lastly,  that  faithflil  named ;    yet,  though  apprehensive  of  fals« 
copies  of  these  books  of  accounts  are  not  conclusions,    and    purposed    misrepresenta- 
tnnsmitted  to  Europe.    The  defect  of  an  tions,  he  gives  his    employers  no  insight 
entry,  corresponding  with  Mr.  Hastings's  de-  whatsoever  into  a  matter,  which  of  all  others, 
claratioQ  in  council,  can  be  attributed  only  to  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  a  full  and  clear 
one  of  these  four  causes  ;  of  which  the  want  elucidation. 

offcondation  in  his  recorded  assertion,  though  Although  ho  chooses  to  omit  this  essential 
very  blameable,  is  the  least  alarming.  point,  he  expresses  the  most  anxious  solici- 
6n  the  tSlh  of  November  following,  Mr.  tudo  to  clear  himself  of  the  charges  that  might 
Hastiogv'icommunicated  to  the  court  of  direo-  be  made  against  Iiim,  of  the  artifices  of  ost en- 
tors  some  sort  of  notice  of  this  transaction,  f  tation,  and  of  corrupt  influence.  To  dis- 
In  his  letter  of  that  date  he  varies,  in  no  cover,  if  possible,  the  ground  for  apprehends 
small  degree,  the  aspect,  under  which  the  bu-  ing  such  imputations,  your  committee  advert- 
siness  appeared  in  his  minute  of  consultation  ed  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood  at 
of  the  26th  of  June.  In  his  letter  he  says  to  the  time  : — they  found  that  this  letter  was  de«- 
the  directors,  **  the  subject  is  now  become  patched  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Francis 
obsolete  ;  the  fair  hopes,  which  I  had  built  took  his  passage  for  England ;  his  fear  of 
opoa  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war  misrepresentation  may  therefore  allude  to 
have  been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  something  which  passed  in  conversation  be- 
whid)  have  be&Uen  your  presidency  of  fort  tween  him  and  that  gentleman  at  the  time 
St.  George ;  and  changed  the  object  of  our  the  offer  was  mi;de. 

porsait,   from  the  aggrandizement  of  your  It  was  not  easy,  on  the  mere  lace  of  hia 

power  to  its  preservation."    After  thus  con-  offer,  to  give  an  ill  turn  to  it.     The  act,  as  it 

fetfing,  or  rather  boasting  of  his  motives  to  stands  on  the  minute,  is  not  only  disinterested, 

the  Mahratta  war,  he  proceeds  :  "  My  pre-  but  generous,  and  public  spirited.     If  Mr, 

sent  reason  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  Hastings  apprehended  misrepresentation  from 

on  the   occasion  which  1  have  mentioned'*  Mr.  Francis,  or  from  any  other  person,  your 

(namely,  his  offering  a  sum  of  money  for  the  committee  conceive  that  he  did  not  employ 

company's  service)  **  is  to  obviate  the  faUt  proper  means  for  defeating  the  ill  designs  of 

etndusionMf  or  purpoted  mitrepresentationtf  his  adversaries.     On  the  contrary,  the  course 

which  may  be  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  he  has  taken,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 

oCo9tentad<m,  or  the  effect  o£ corrupt  influence,  rectors,  is  calculated  to  excite  doubts  and  sua- 

by  assuring  you  that  the  money,  by  whatever  picions  in  minds  the  most  favourably  disposed 

wuans  it  came  into  my  poMscMon,  teas  not  my  to  him.     Some  degree  of  ostentation  is  not 

mm ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  extremely  blameable,  at  a  time  when  a  roan 

would  or  could  have  received  it  but  for  the  advances  largely  firom  his  private  fortune  to- 

wards  the  public  service.    It  is  human  in- 

firmity  at  the  worst,  and  only  detracts  some- 

jTSr^toTB.  No  I.  thing  from  the  'ustre  of  an  action  in  itMlf 
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meritorious.     The  kind  of  ostentation  which  general.    They  consider  the  whole  proceed- 

ifl  criminal,  and  criminal  only  because  it  is  ing  as  txtroatmnary  and  myaUriaut,    They, 

fraudulent,  is  where  a  person  makes  a  show  however,  do  not  condemn  it  with  any  remark- 

of  giving,  when  in  reality  he  does  not  give,  able  asperity ;  aAer  admitting  that  he  might 

This  imposition  is  criminal  more  or  less  ac<-  be  induced  to  a  temporary  secrecy,  r§^ecHng 

cording  to  the  circumstances.    But  if  the  the  memben  of  the  board,  from  a  fear  of  their 

money,  received  to  furnish  such  a  pretended  resisting  the  proposed  application,  or  any  ap* 

gift,  is  taken  from  any  third  person,  without  plication  of  this  money  to  the  company's  use ; 

right  to  take  it,  a  new  guilt,  and  a  guilt  of  a  yet  they  write  to  the  govemour-general  and 

much  worse  quality  and  description,  is  incur-  council  as  follows  : — *'  It  does  not  appear  to 

red.     The  govemour-general,  in  order  to  us,  that  there  could  be  any  real  necessity  for 

keep  clear  of  ostentation,  on  the  29th  of  No-  delaying  to  commmunicate  to  us  immediate 

vember,  1780,  declares  that  the  sum  of  money  information  of  the  channd  by  which  the  money 

which  he  oftbred  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  possession,  with  a 

June,  as  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and  that  complete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes 

be  had  no  right  to  it.    Clearing  himself  of  of  so  extraordinary  an  event.**     And  again  : 

Tanity,  he  convicts  himself  of  deceit,  and  of  "  the  means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extra 

injustice.     The  other  object  of  this  brief  expenses  are  very  extraordinary;    and  the 

apology  was  to  clear  himself  of  corrvpf  iif/Iu-  money,  we  conceive,  must  have  come  into  hit 

enee.    Of  all  ostentation  he  stands  complete-  hands  by  an  unusual  channel ;  and  when  more 

ly  acquitted  in  the  month  of  November,  how-  complete  information  comes  before  us,  we 

ever  he  might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  •hall  give  our  sentiments  fVilly  on  the  trans- 

in  the  month  of  June  :  but,  with  regard  to  the  action."    And,  speaking  of  this  and  other 

other  part  of  the  apprehended  charge,  namely,  moneys  under  a  similar  description,  they  say, 

corrupt  {influence  f  he  gives  no  satis&ctory  so-  "  we  shall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  ap- 

lution — a  great  sum  of  money,  "  not  his  own"  proving  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding 

—money,  to  which  "  he  had  no  right"-— mo-  to  censure  our    govemour-general  for  this 

ney,  which  came  into  his  possession,  '*'  by  transaction."    The  expectations  entertained 

whatever  means  :"— if  this  be  not  money  ob-  by  the  directors  of  a  more  complete  explana- 

tained  by  corrupt  influence,  or  by  something  tion,  were  natural,  and  their  expression  tender 

worse,  that  is,  by  violence  or  terrour,  it  will  and  temperate.     But  the  more  complete  in- 

be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances  which  formation,   which    they  naturally  expected, 

can  furnish  a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  use  they  never  have  to  this  day  received, 

of  power  and  influence  in  the  acquisition  of  Mr.  Hastings  wrote  two  more  letters  to 

profit.     The  last  part  of  the  apology — that  he  the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  directors, 

had  converted  this  money  ("  which  he  had  no  in  which  he  mentions  this  transabtion.*     The 

right  to  receive*')  to  the  company's  use  (so  first,  dated  (as  ho  asserts,  and  a  Mr.  Larkins 

mr  as  your  committee  can  discover)  doea  no  swears)  on  the  S2d  of  May,  1782 ;  the  last, 

u^»ere  appear.    He  speaks,  in  the  minute  of  which  accompanied  it,  so  late  as  the  16th  of 

the  26th  of  June,  as  having  then  actually  de-  December,  in  the  same  year.     Though  so 

posited  it  for  the  company's  service.    In  the  long  an  interval  lay  between  the  transaction 

letter  of  November,  he  says,  that  he  convert-  of  the  26th  of  June,  1780,  and  the  middle  of 

ed  it  to  the  company's  property :  but  there  is  December,  1782,t  (upwards  of  two  years)  no 

no  trace,  in  the  company's  books,  of  its  being  further  satisfaction  is  given.    He-  has  writ- 

ever  brought  to  their  credit  in  the  expenditure  ten,  since  the  receipt  ofthe  above  letter  of  the 

for  any  specific  service,  even  if  any  such  entry  court  of  directors  (which  demanded,  what  they 

and  expenditure  could  justify  him  in  taking  had  a  right  to  demand,  a  clear  explanation  of 

money,  which  he  had,  by  his  own  confession,  the  particulars  of  this  sum  of  money,  which 

**  no  right  to  receive."  he  had  no  right  to  receive)  without  giving 

The  directors  appear  to  have  been  deceived  them  any  further  satisfiustion.     InstMd  ot 

by  this  representation ;  and  in  their  letter  of  explanation  or  apology,  he  assumes  a  tone  of 

January,  1782,  consider  the  money  as  actual-  complaint  and  reproach  to  the  directors.— He 

ly  paid  into  tiieir  treasury.*    Even  under  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an  account  of  pre- 

U»eir  errour  concerning  the  application  ofthe  sents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 

money,  they  appear  rather  alarmed  than  satis-  200,000/.  some  at  a  considerable  distanoe  of 
fied  with  the  brief  apology  of  the  govemouiv 

*  Appendix,  B.  No.  3,  and  No.  5. 

♦  Appendix,  B.  No.  7.  f  AppendU,  B.  No.  6. 
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>,  and  wUcb  had  not  been  hitherto  com-  miBsion  of  this  account  mentioned  in  the  goie- 
manicated  to  the  company.  ral  letter  to  the  court  ofdirectors,  but  in  a  let- 
in  the  letter  which  accompanied  that  very  ter  from  himself  to  their  secret  committee, 
axtraordiDary  account,  which  then  for  the  first  consisting  generally  of  two  persons,  but  at 
time  appeared,  be  discovers  no  small  solid-  most  of  three.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
tude  to  clear  himself  from  the  imputation  of  govemour-general  states,  "  that  the  despatch 
having  these  discoveries  drawn  from  him  by  of  the  Lively  had  been  protracted  from  time 
the  terrours  of  the  parliamentary  inquiries  to  time  ;  tluit  this  delay  was  of  no  public 
then  on  foot.  To  remove  all  suspicion  of  consequence;  but  that  it  produced  a  situation, 
such  a  motive  for  making  these  discoveries,  which,  with  respect  to  himself,  he  regarded  as 
Mr.  Larkins  swears,  in  an  affidavit  made  bo-  unfortunate,  because  it  exposed  him  to  the 
(ore  Mr.  Justice  Hyde,  bearing  even  date  meanest  imputations,  from  the  occasion  which 
with  the  letter  which  accompanies  the  account,  the  late  parliamentairy  inquiries  have  since 
that  is,  of  the  I6th  of  December,  1782,  that  furnished ;  but  which  were  unknown  when  his 
this  letter  had  been  written  by  him  on  the  2Sd  letter  was  written."  If  the  govemour-gene- 
of  May,  several  months  before  it  was  des-  ral  thought  his  silence  exposed  him  to  the 
patched.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Larkins,*  meanest  imputationaf  he  had  the  means  in 
who  makes  this  voluntary  affidavit,  is  neither  his  own  power  of  avoiding  those  imputations ; 
secretary  to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  Hastings'  he  might  have  sent  this  letter,  dated  the  S2d 
private  aecretary,  but  an  officer  of  the  trea-  May,  by  the  Resolution.  For  we  find,  that 
sory  of  Bengal.  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Poynting,  of  the  26th 
Mr.  Hastings  was  conscious  that  a  ques-  May,  he  states  it  not  possible  for  him  to  pro- 
tioo  would  inevitably  arise,  how  he  came  to  ceed  to  sea  with  the  smallest  degree  of  sajfety 
dday  the  sending  intelligence  of  so  very  in-  without  a  supply  of  anchors  and  cables  ;  and 
teresting  a  nature,  from  May  to  December  ?  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  supplied 
He  tberafbre  thiidcs  it  necessary  to  account  from  Calcutta ;  and  on  the  28th  May,  we  find 
he  so  suspicious  a  circumstance.  He  tells  a  minute  from  the  secretary  of  the  council, 
the  directors  "  that  the  despatch  of  the  Lively  Mr.  Auriol,  requesting  an  order  of  council  to 
having  been  protracted  from  time  to  time,  the  the  master-attendant  to  furnish  a  sloop  to 
aooompttnying  address,  which  was  originally  carry  down  those  cables ;  which  order  was 
designed  and  prepared  for  that  despatch,  cmd  accordingly  issued  on  the  SOth  May.  There 
■0  sCJbcr  since  oecwrringj  has,  of  course,  been  requires  no  other  proof  to  show  that  the  go- 
tins  long  delayed.'*  vemour-general  had  the  means  of  sending  ^is 
The  govemoor-general's  letter  is  dated  the  letter  seven  days  after  he  wrote  it,  instead  of 
Sid  May,  and  the  Resolution  was  the  last  delaying  it  for  near  seven  months ;  and  be- 
ship  of  the  season  despatched  for  Europe,  cause  noconveyance  had  offered.  Yourcom- 
The  public  letters  to  the  directors  are  dated  mittee  must  also  remark,  that  the  conveyance 
the  9th  May ;  but  it  appears,  by  the  letter  of  by  land  to  Madras  was  certain  ;  and,  whilst 
the  commander  of  the  ship,  that  he  did  not  such  important  operations  were  carrying  on 
receive  his  despatches  from  Mr.  Loyd,  then  both  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  coa^t,  thatdes- 
at  Kedjeree,  until  the  26th  May ;  and  also,  patches  would  be  sent  to  the  admiralty,  or  to 
that  the  pilot  was  not  discharged  from  the  the  company,  was  highly  probable. 
ship  until  the  11th  of  June.  Some  of  these  If  the  letter  of  the  22d  May  had  been  found 
preeeots  (now  for  the  first  time  acknowledged)  in  the  list  of  the  packets  sent  b^  the  Resolu- 
had  been  received  eighteen  months  preceding  tion,  the  govemour-general  would  have  estab- 
the  date  of  his  letter ;  none  less  than  four  lished,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  far  be- 
mootha ;  so  that,  in  &ct,  he  might  have  sent  yond  the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter 
this  account  by  all  the  ships  of  that  season ;  had  been  written  at  the  time  of  the  date.  It 
bat  the  govemour-general  choose  to  write  this  appears  that  the  Resolution,  being  on  her 
letter  thirteen  days  after  the  determination  in  voyage  to  England,  met  with  so  severe  a  gale 
eouDcil  for  the  despatch  of  the  last  ship.  of  wmd  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  back  to  Bengal, 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  given  any  and  to  unload  her  cargo.  This  event  makea 
eonmumication  whatsoever  to  his  colleagues  no  difference  in  the  state  of  the  transaction. 
IB  office  of  those  extraordinary  transactions.  Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  discoveries 
Nothiiig  appears  on  the  records  of  the  council  might  have  been,  at  the  time  of  sending  theB| 
«f  the  receipt  of  the  presents ;  nor  is  the  trans-  the  fact  of  the  parliamentary  inquiry  was  pub* 

Bely  known. 
•  Tide  Larkin*s  AffidaTit,  appendix,  B.  No.  5.        In  the  letter  of  the  above  date  Mr.  Wff«tii« 
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kmenU  the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  was  to  clear  up  racfa  matters  as  might  be  ob« 

take  precautions  "  to  guard  his  reputation  jected  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  for  that  purpose 

from  dishonour."—"  If  I  had  (says  he)  at  any  he  had  early  qualified  himself  by  the  produo- 

time  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  tion  to  your  committee  of  his  powers  of  agen- 

my  xmmediaU  employers,  which  they  have  cy.     The  ignorance  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 

never  withheld  from  the  meoiieBt  of  my  pre-  had  left  his  agent,  was  the  more  striking,  be- 

docessours,  I  should  have 'disdained  to  use  cause  he  must  have  been  morally  certain, 

these  attentions."  that,  if  his  conduct  in  these  points  should 

Who  the  meaneMt  of  Mr.  Hastings's  prede-  have  escaped  animadversion  from  the  court  of 
cessours  were,  does  not  appear  to  your  com-  directors,  it  must  become  an  object  of  parlia- 
mittee  :  nor  are  they  able  to  discern  the  roentary  inquiry  ;  for,  in  his  letter  of  the  15th 
ground  of  propriety  or  decency  (or  his  assum-  December,  1782,  to  the  court  of  directors,  he 
ing  to  himself  a  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean  expressly  mentions  his  fears,  that  those  par- 
persons.  But  if  such  mean  persons  have  lismentary  inquiries  might  be  thought  to  have 
Dossessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  his  extorted  from  him  the  confessions  which  he 
immediate  employers,    which  for  so  many  h^  made. 

years  he  had  not  possessed  "  at  any  Hme/*  Your  committee,  however,  entering  on  a 
inferences  must  have  been  drawn  from  thenoe  more  strict  examination  concerning  the  two 
very  unfavourable  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  lacks  of  rupees,  which  Mr.  Hastings  de« 
parties,  or  perhaps  to  both.  The  attentions,  dares  he  had  no  right  to  take,  but  had  taken, 
which  he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in  this  from  some  person  then  unknown.  Major 
case  bo  of  no  service  to  himself,  his  employ-  Scott  recollected  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in.  a 
era,  or  the  public ;  the  only  attention  at  all  letter  of  the  7th  December,  1782,  (in  which 
efiectual  towards  extenuating,  or  in  some  de-  he  refers  to  some  former  letter)  acquainted 
gree  atoning  for,  the  guilt  of  having  takoi  him  with  the  name  of  the  peraon,  from  whom 
money  from  individuals  illegally,  was,  to  be  he  had  received  those  two  lacks  of  rupe«i, 
full  and  ftkir  in  his  confession  of  all  the  par^  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  June,  1780.  It 
ticulara  of  his  offence.  This  might  not  ob-  turned  out  to  be  the  rajah  of  Benares,  the  un- 
tain  that  confidence,  which  at  no  time  he  has  '  fortunate  Cheyt  Sing, 
enjoyed ;  but  still  the  company  and  the  nation  In  the  single  instance  in  which  Mr.  Scott 
might  derive  essential  benefit  from  it ;  the  di-  seemed  to  possess  intelligence  in  this  mat- 
rectors  might  be  able  to  aflTord  redress  to  the  ter,  he  is  preferred  to  the  court  of  directors, 
sufferers ;  and  by  his  laying  open  the  con-  Under  their  censure  as  Mr.  Hastings  was, 
cealed  channels  of  abuse,  means  might  be  fur-  and  as  ho  felt  himself  to  be,  for  not  informing 
nished  for  the  better  discovery,  and  possibly  them  of  the  channel  in  whidi  he  received  that 
for  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  restraint,  money,  he  perseveres  obstinately  and  con- 
of  a  practice  of  the  most  dangerous  nature;  a  temptuously  to  conceal  it  from  them ;  though 
practice,  of  which  the  mere  prohibition,  with-  he  thought  fit  to  entrust  his  agent  with  the 
out  the  means  of  detection,  must  ever  prove,  secret, 
as  hitherto  it  had  proved,  altogether  frivolous.  Your  committee  were  extremely  struck 

Your  committee,  considering  that  so  long  a  with  this  intelligence.     They  were  totally 

time  had  elapsed  without  any  of  that  informa-  unacquainted  with  it,  when  they  presented  to 

tion  which  the  directore  expected,  and  perceiv-  the  house  the  supplement  to  their  second  re> 

ing  that  this  receipt  of  sums  of  money,  under  port  on  the  affaira  of  Cheyt  Sing.     A  gifl 

colour  of  gift,  seemed  a  growing  evil,  ordered  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  rajah  of 

the  attendance  of  Mr.  Hastings  s  agent.  Ma-  Benares  gave  rise,  in  their  minds,  to  seriouf 

jor  Scott.     They  had  found,  on  former  occa-  reflections  on  the  condition  of  the  princes  of 

sions,  that  this  gentleman  was  furnished  with  India  tubjected  to  the  British  anthority.     Mr. 

much  more  early  and  more  complete  intelli-  Hastings  was,  at  the  very  time  of  receiving 

gence  of  the  company's  affaira  in  India  than  this  gift,  in  the  coarae  of  making,  on  the  ra- 

was  thought  proper  for  the  court  of  directors ;  jah  of  Benares,  a  series  of  demands,  unfbund* 

they,  therefore,  examined   him   concerning  ed  and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly  growing, 

•very  particular  sum  of  money,  the  receipt  dt  in  proportion  as  they  were  submitted  to.    To 

which  Mr.  Hastings  had  confessed  in  his  ac-  these  demands  the  rajah  of  Benares,  besides 

eount.     It  was  to  their  surprise  that  Mr.  his  objections  in  point  of  right,  constantly  set 

Scott  professed  himself  perfectly  uninstructed  up  a  plea  of  poverty.    Presents  from  persons 

upon  almost  every  part  of  the  subject,  though  who  hold  up  poverty  as  a  shield  against  extor- 

tfie  express  object  of  his  mission  to  England  tion  can  scarcely,  in  any  case,  be  considered 
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■9  {ntoitoos,  wbethor  the  plea  of  porertj  be  the  ordinary  roads  for  their  advantage ;  and 

true  or  fidse.    In  tfaii  case,  the  presents  might  all  this  on  the  credit  of  supplies,  derived  from 

have  been  bestowed,  if  not  with  an  assurance,  the  gift  of  a  man  whom  he  treats  with  the  ut* 

at  least  with  a  rational  hope  of  some  mitiga-  moat  severity,  and  whom  he  accuses,  in  this 

tioQ  in  the  oppressive  requisitions  that  were  particular,  of  disaffection  to  the  company's 

made  by  Mr,  Hastings ;  for,  to  give  much  cause  and  interests. 

▼oluntarily,  when  it  is  known  that  much  will  With  S3,00(M.  of  the  rajah's  money  in  his 

be  taken  away  forcibly,  is  a  thing  absurd  and  pocket,  he  persecutes  him  to  his  destruction ; 

impfsssible.    On  the  other  hand,  the  accept-  assigning  for  a  reason,  that  his  reliance  on  the 

anc«  of  that  gift  by  Mr.  Hasting  must  have  rajah's  faith,  and  his  breach  of  it,  were  the 

pled^  a  tacit  fiuth  for  some  degree  of  indul-  principal  causes  tlmt  910  other  provision  was 

geoee  towards  the  donor :  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  made  for  the  detachment,  on  the  specific  ezpe- 

fratitode ;  if  it  was  a  bargain,  justice  obliged  dition  to  which  the  rajah's  specific  money  was 

bim  to  it.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Hast*  to  be  applied;  the  rajah  had  given  it  to  be  dis- 

ings  originally  destined  (as  he  says  he  did)  posed  of  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  if  it  was  not 

tfaui  money,  given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  accom- 

bis  privmta  emolument,  to  the  use  of  the  com-  plishing  his  objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the 

panj,  to  the  company^s  favour,  to  whom  he  criminal. 

acteid  as  trustee,  ought  to  have  been  purchased  To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just 

by  it.    In  honour  and  justice  he  bound  and  demand  would  have  been  corrupt  only  :  but 

pledged  himself  for  thai  power,  which  vras  to  to  urge  unjust  public  demands ;  to  accept  pri- 

pro6c  by  the  gift,  and  to  profit  too  in  the  sue-  vate  pecimiary  favours  in  the  course  of  those 

eesa  of  an  expedition,  which  Mr.  Hastings  demands ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay  or 

thongfat  so  necessary  to  their  aggrandizement,  reftisal,  vrithout  mercy  to  persecute  a  bcne- 

Tbe  aaimppy  man  found  his  money  accepted,  foctor ;  to  refuse  to  hear  his  remonstrances ; 

bat  no  ikvoor  acquired  on  the  part  either  of  to  arrest  him  in  his  capital,  in  his  palace,  in 

the  company  or  of  Mr.  Hastings.  the  foce  of  all  the  people ;— thus  to  give  oc- 

Tonr  committee  have,  in  another  report,  casion  to  an  insurrection,  and,  on  pretext  of 

stated  to  the  house,  that  Mr.  Hastings  attri-  that  insurrection,  to  refuse  all  treaty  or  ezpla- 

bnted  the  extremity  of  distress,  which  the  de-  nation :  to  drive  him  from  his  government  and 

taehments  under  Colonel  Camac  had  suffered,  his  coimtry  ;  to  proscribe  him  in  a  general 

and  the  great  desertions  which  ensued  on  that  amnesty ;  and  to  send  him  all  over  India,  a 

expedition,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  of  the  fugitive,  to  pnblish  the  shame  of  British  gov- 

rajah  in  making  pajrment  of  one  of  the  sums  emment  in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  suo- 

which  had  been  extorted  from  him ;  and  this  cessively  fled  for  refuge :  these  are  proceed- 

waat  of  punctual  payment  was  afterwards  as-  ings  to  which,  for  the  honour  of  human  nature, 

sicned  as  a  principal  reason  for  the  ruin  of  this  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to  be  found  in 

prince.     Your  committee  have  shown  to  the  history ;  and  in  which  the  illegality  and  cor- 

boose,  by  a  comparison  of  (acts  and  dates,  that  ruption  of  the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of 

tfab  charge  is  wholly  without  foundation.  But  the  mischief. 

if  the  cause  of  Colonel  Camac's  failure  had  Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  eon* 

been  true  as  to  the  sum,  which  vras  the  object  fe*$ed  to  be  taken  as  a  present  by  Mr.  Hast- 

of  the  public  demand,  the  failure  could  not  be  ings,  since  the  year  1775  ;  and  such  are  its 
at*ribitted  to  the  rajah,  when  he  had  on  the  *  consequences.    Mr.  Hastings  apologizes  for 

mMtamt  privately  ftunished,  at  least  23,0002.  to  this  action  by  declaring,  "  that  be  would  not 

Mr.  Hastings ;  that  is,  furnished  the  identical  have  received  the  money  but  for  the  oceation, 

money  which  he  tells  us  (but  carefully  conceal-  which  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the 

ing  the  name  of  the  giver)  he  had  from  the  be-  accidental  means  which  were  at  that  instant 

ginning  destined,  as  he  afterwards  publicly  afforded  him,  of  ao^pting  and  converting  it 

offered,  for  this  very  expedition  of  Colonel  to  the  use  of  the  company."*     By  this  ac- 

Camae's.     The  complication  of  fraud  and  count  he  considers  the  act  as  excusable  only 

cmeky  in  the  transaction  admits  of  fow  par-  by  the  particular  occasion,  by  the  temptation 

allels.     Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  council  board  of  accidental  mean:},  and  by  the  suggestion  ol 

oT  Bengal,  displays  himself  as  a  zealous  ser-  iho  inttant.  How  far  this  is  the  case,  ap|,ears 

▼ant  of  the  company,  bountifully  giving  from  by  the  very  next  paragraph  of  this  letter,  in 

bis  own  fortune ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  di-  which  the  account  is  given,  and  in  which  the 

roctors  (as  be  says  himself)*  as  going  out  of  apology  is  made.    If  these  were  his  opininoi 

•  V  Ide  app.  B.  No.  1.  *  Ylde  app.  B.  No.  1. 
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in  June,  1780,  they  lasted  but  a  rerj  short  taken  for  it.    When  the  company's 

time  :  his  accidental  means  appear  to  be  accounts  are  compared  with  the  prooeedin0 

growing  habitual .  of  their  council-general ,  a  perfect  correspond- 

To  point  out  in  a  clear  manner,  the  spirit  ence  also  appears.'*'   The  three  bonds  are  then 

of  the  second  money  transaction  to  which  entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is  credited 

your  committee  adverted,  which  is  represent-  for  principal  and  interest  on  them,  in  the  ex- 

ed  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  having  some  "  afHnity  act  terms  of  the  order.    So  far  the  official 

with  the  former  anecdote^*  (for  in  this  light  accounts ;  which,  because  of  their  perfect  har- 

kind  of  phrase  he  chooses  to  express  himself  mony,  are  considered  as  clear  and  consistent 

to  his  masters)  your  committee  think  it  ne-  evidence  to  one  body  of  fact, 

cessary  to  state  to  the  house,  that  the  busi-  The  second  sort  of  documentf  relative  to 

ness,  namely,  this  business,  which  was  the  these  Ixmds  (though  the  first  in  order  of  time) 

second  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in  three  is  Mr.  Hastings's  letter  of  the  29th  of  Novem- 

different  papers,  and  in  three  different  lights ;  ber,  1780.    It  is  written  between  the  time  of 

on  comparing  these  authorities,  in  every  one  the  expenditure  of  the  money  for  the  compa- 

of  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  the  voucher,  ny^s  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bonds.    Here, 

if  one  of  the  three  be  true,  the  other  two  must  for  the  first  time,  a  very  material  dififercnce 

necessarily  be  false.  appears ;  and  the  difference  is  the  more  strik- 

These  three  authorities,!  which  your  com*  ing,  because  Mr.  Hastings  claimed  the  tohole 

mittee  has  accurately  compared,  are,  first,  his  money  as  hii  own,  and  took  bonds  for  it  as 

minutes  on  the  consultations  ,*  secondly,  his  such,  q/2er  this  representation.    The  letter  to 

letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  on  the  29th  of  the  company  discovers,  that  part  of  the  money 

November,  1780 ;  thirdly,  his  account,  trans-  (the  whole  of  which  he  had  declared  on  record 

mitted  on  the  16th  of  December,  1782.  to  be  his  own,  and  for  which  he  had  taken 

About  eight  months  afler  the  first  transao-  bonds)  was  not  his,  but  the  property  of  his 

tion|  relative  to  Cheyt  Sing,  and  which  is  masters,  from  whom  he  had  taken  the  secu- 

just  reported,  that  is,  on  the  fiflh  of  January,  rity.     It  is  no  less  remarkable,  that  the  letter, 

1781,  Mr.  Hastings  produced  a  demand  to  the  which  represents  the  money  as  belonging  to 

council  for  money  of  his  own,  expended  for  the  company,  was  written  about  six  weeks  be- 

the  company's  service.  fore  the  minute  of  council,  in  which  he  claims 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy.    Mr.  that  money  as  his  own.    It  is  this  letter  on 

Francis  was  on  his  passage  to  Europe;  Mr.  which  your  committee  is  to  remark. 

Wheler  was  alone  left,  who  no  longer  dis-  Mr.  Hastings,  afler  giving  his  reasons^  for 

sented  from  any  thing ;  Mr.  Hastings  was  in  the  application  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees, 

effect  himself  the  whole  coimcil.    He  de-  and  for  his  having  for  some  time  concealed 

Glared,  that  he  had  disbursed  three  lacks  of  the  fact,  says,  *<  two-thirds  of  that  sum  I  have 

rupees,  that  is,  thirty-four  thousand  five  hun-  raised  by  my  own  credit ^  and  shall  charge  it  in 

dred  pounds,  in  secret  services  ;  which  having  my  oflicial  account ;  the  other  third  I  have  sup- 

(he  says)  "  been  advanced  from  my  own  pri-*  plied  fi-om  the  cash  in  my  hand,  belonging  to 

vote  eath,  I  request  that  the  same  may  be  re-  the  honourable  company." 

paid  to  me  in  the  following  manner  i" — ^He  The  house  will  observe,  that  in  November, 

accordingly  desires  three  bonds,  for  a  lack  of  he  tells  the  directors,  that  he  shall  charge  only 

sicca  rupees  each,  to  he  given  to  him  in  two  tu)o-4hird9  in  his  official  accounts :  in  the  fol- 
of  tho  company's  subscriptions  ;  one  to  bear  *  lowing  January  he  diarges  the  whole.§    For 

interest  on  the  eight  per  cent,  loan,  the  other  the  other  third  (althou^  he  admitted  that  to 

two  in  the  four  per  cent.    The  bonds  were  belong  to  the  company)  we  have  seen  that  he 

antedated  to  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  takes  a  bond  to  himtelf. 

October.  It  is  material  that  he  tells  the  company,  in 

On  the  9th  of  the  same  month,*  that  is,  on  his  letter,  that  these  two  lacks  of  rupees  were 

the  9th  of  January,  1781 ,  the  three  bonds  were  raised  on  his  credit.    His  letter  to  the  council 

accordingly  order^ :  so  far  the  whole  trans-  Miys,  that  they  were  advanced  from  hii  pri- 

action  appears  clear,  and  of  a  piece.  Private  vate  cash.  What  he  raises  on  his  credit,  may, 

money  is  subscribed,  and  a  public  security  is  on  a  fair  construction,  be  considered  as  U« 

own :  but  in  this  too  he  fails ;  for  it  is      ^"^ 

•  Vide  ftpp.  B.  No.  1. 

fApp.  B.  No.  8.    App.  B.  No.  1.    App.  B.  ♦  Appendix  B.  No.  9. 

Na  4.  ♦  Appendix  B.  No.  1. 

1  App.  B.  No.  9.  *  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  1. 

tAppeodlx  B.  No.  8  §  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  8. 
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Im  hfti  new  tranaferred  these  bonds  to  anj  new  it  comes  out,  that  that  bond  also  was  tak> 

cwditor ;  nor  has  be  stated  any  sum  he  haus  en  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  company  for 

yaid,  or  for  which  he  stands  indebted,  on  that  money,  which  he  declares  he  had  received  on 

aooount,  to  aoy  specific  person.    Indeed,  it  the  company's  account ;  and  that  he  entered 

was  out  of  his  power ;  for  the  first  two-thirds  himself  as  creditor,  when  he  ought  to  have 

of  the  nBOoay,  which  he  formerly  stated  as  made  himself  debtor. 

raised  upon  h^  own  credit,  he  now  confesses  .    Your  committee  examined  Major  ScotC 

to  bare  been  fix>m  the  beginning  the  compsr  concerning  this  money,  which  Mr.  Hastings 

njr's  property  ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  must  have  obtained  in  some  clandestine  and 

been  raiaied  on  his  private  credit,  or  borrowed  irregular  mode ;  but  they  could  obtain  no  in- 

frora  any  person  whatsoever.  formation  of  the  persona  from  whom  it  was 

To  these  two  accounts,^  thus  essentially  taken,  nor  of  the  occasion  cm*  pretence  for  tak- 
varying,  iie  has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  ing  this  large  sum ;  nor  does  any  ordw  of 
•s  essentially  from  both.  In  his  last,  or  third  council  appear  for  its  application  to  any  ser- 
leeoant,  which  is  a  statement  of  all  the  sums  soever  it  was)  relative  to  this  bond  is  covered 
be  has  received  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  vice.  The  whole  of  the  transaction  (what- 
and  confessed  to  be  the  company's  property,  with  the  thickest  obscurity, 
be  reverses  the  items  of  his  first  account ;  and,  .  Mr.  Hastings,*  to  palliate  the  blame  of  bis 
instead  of  allowing  the  company  but  one-third,  conduct,  declares  that  he  has  not  received  any 
and  claiming  two-thirds  for  himself,  he  enters  interest  on  these  bonds ;  and  that  he  has  en- 
two  of  the  bonds,!  each  for  a  lack  of  rupees,  dorsed  them  as  not  belonging  to  himself,  but 
•s  bekmging  to  the  company ;  of  the  third  to  the  company.  As  to  the  first  part  of  this 
bond,  which  appears  so  distinctly  in  the  con-  allegation,  whether  he  received  the  interest, 
saltations,  and  in  the  treasury  accounts,  not  or  let  it  remain  in  orrear,  is  a  matter  of  indi^ 
one  word  is  said ;  ten  thousand  pounds  is  ab-  forence,  as  he  entitled  himself  to  it ;  and,  so 
sorbed,  sinks,  and  disappears  at  once ;  and  no  far  as  the  legal  security  ho  has  taken  goes,  he 
explanation  whatever  concerning  it  is  given,  may,  whenever  he  pleases,  dispose  both  of 
Mr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have  decided  principal  and  interest.  What  he  has  endorsed 
to  whose  account  it  ought  to  be  placed.  In  on  the  bonds,  or  when  he  made  the  endoise- 
!his  nana^  his  debt  to  the  company,  or  the  ment,  or  whether  in  (act  he  has  made  it  at  all, 
company  to  him,  is  just  what  he  thinks  fit.-^  are  matters  known  only  to  himself;  for  the 
la  a  single  article  he  has  varied  three  times,  bonds  must  be  in  his  possession,  and  are  no 
In  one  account  he  states  the  whole  to  be  his  where  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  can- 
own  ;  in  another  he  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  celled ;  which  is  a  thing  very  remarkable, 
last  be  gives  up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  when  he  confesses  that  be  had  no  right  to  re- 
aad  says  nothing  of  the  remaining  portion.  ceive  them. 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  the  sup-  These  bonds  make  but  a  part  of  the  ao- 

prassion  of  this  third  bond,  given  with  the  two  countf  of  private  receipts  of  money  by  Mr. 

others  in  January,  1781,  and  antedated  to  the  Hastings,  formerly  paid  into  the  treasury  as 

beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  his  own  property,  and  now  allowed  not  to  be 

^bove-mentioned  general  account,|  subjoined  so.   This  account  brings  into  view  other  very 

to  his  letter  oftheS2d  May,  1782,  has  brought  remarkable  matters  of  a  similar  nature  and 

to  the  company's  credit  a  new  bond.  description. 

This  bond  is  for  17,0001.  It  was  taken  In  the  public  records,|;  a  sum  of  not  leas 
firom  the  company  (and  so  it  appears  on  the  than  tS,871/.  is  set  to  his  credit  as  a  depo$it 
treasnry  accounts)  on  the  23d  of  November,  for  his  private  accotmt,  paid  in  by  him  into 
1780.  He  took  no  notice  of  this  when,  in  the  treasury  in  gold,  and  coined  at  the  corn- 
January  follovring,  he  called  upon  bis  own  pany's  mint  This  appears,  in  the  account 
eoandl  for  the  three  others.  What  is  more  furnished  to  the  directors,  under  the  date  of 
extraordioary,  he  was  equally  silent  with  re-  May,  1782,§  not  to  be  lawfully  his  money,  and 
ftard  to  it,  when,  only  six  days  after  its  date,  he  therefore  transfers  it  to  the  company's 
be  wrote  concerning  the  subject  of  the  three  credit :  it  itill  remains  as  a  deposit, 
other  bonds  to  the  court  of  directors:  yet 

•  Vide  Mr.  Hastings's,  account  in  appen^ll 

e  Appendix.  B.  No.  4.    The  gov.  MneTaI*s  ae-  B.  No.  4. 


ofmoneysrecelved,  dated  29d  May,  1788.  fVide  Mr.   Hastings's   account,    dated  ltd 

\  Also  appendix  B.  No.  9.    The  auditor's  ae-  May,  1782,  in  appendix  B.  No.  4. 

fent  of  bonds  granted  to  the  gov.  generaL  i  Vide  above  apfModix,  and  B.  No.  a. 

|Vkle  appeodix  B.  No.  4.  9  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  4. 
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That  the  hoase  may  be  apprized  of  the  na-  aterling ;— a  rast  sum  to  be  so  obtained,  and 

tore  of  this  article  of  deposit,  it  may  not  be  so  loosely  accounted  for ! — If  the  money  taken 

improper  to  state,  that  the  company  receire  from  the  rajah  of  Benares  be  added  (as  it 

tato  their  treasury  the  cash  of  private  persons,  ought)  it  wiU  raise  the  sum  to  upwards  of  1 16, 

placed  there  as  in  a  bank.    On  this  no  inter-  0002.    If  the  11,600/.  bond  in  October  be  add- 

est  is  paid,  and  the  party  depositing  has  a  ed,  it  will  be  upwards  of  128,000/.  received  in 

right  to  receive  it  upon  demand.    Under  this  a  secret  manner  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  about 

head  of  account,  no  public  money  is  ever  ei»-  one  year  and  five  months.    To  all  these  he 

tered.    Mr.  Hastings,  neither  at  making  the  adds  another  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 

dqMsit  as  his  own,  nor  at  the  time  of  his  die*  pounds,  received  as  a  prraent  from  the  soubab 

closure  of  the  real  proprietor,  (which  he  makes  of  Oude.    Total,  upwards  of  228,0001. 

to  be  the  company,)  has  given  any  informa*  Tour  committee  find,  that  this  last  is  the 

tion  of  the  persons  fi'om  whom  this  money  only  sum  the  giver  of  which  Mr.  Hastings 

bad  been  received.    Mr.  Scott  was  applied  has  thought  proper  to  declare.    It  is  to  be  ob- 

to  by  your  committee,  but  could  not  give  any  served,  that  he  did  not  receive  this  100,000/. 

more  satisfaction  in  this  particular  than  in  in  money,  but  in  bills  on  a  great  native  money 

those  relative  to  the  bonds.  dealer,  resident  at  Benares,  and  who  has  also 

The  title  of  the  account  of  the  22d  May  an  house  at  Calcutta ;  he  ia  called  Gop&l  D(is. 

purports  not  only  that  those  sums  were  paid  The  negotiation  of  these  bills  tended  to  make 

into  the  compan/streasuryby  Mr.  Hastings's  a  discovery  not  so  difficult  as  it  would  have 

order,  but  that  they  were  applied  to  the  com-  been  in  other  cases.    With  regard  to  the  ap- 

pany's  service.    No  service  is  specified,  di-  plication  of  this  last  sum  of  money,  which  is 

rectly  or  by  any  reference,  to  which  this  great  said  to  be  carried  to  the  Durbar  charges  of 

sum  of  money  has  been  applied.  April,  1782,  your  committee  are  not  enabled 

Two  extraordinanr  articles  follow  this,  in  to  make  any  observations  on  it,  as  the  account 

the    May    account,*   amounting   to   about  of  that  period  has  not  yet  arrived. 

29,000/.    These  articles  are  called  receipts  Your  committee  have,  in  another  report, 

of  Durbar  charges.     The  general  head  for  remarked  fully  upon  most  of  the  circumstan- 

Durbar  charges,  made  by  persons  in  office  ces  of  this  extraordinary  transaction.    Here 

when  analyzed  into  the  particulars,  contains  they  only  bring  so  much  of  these  circumstan- 

various  expenses,  including  bounties  and  pre-  ces  again  into  view  as  may  serve  to  throw 

sents  made  by  government,  chiefly  in  the  for-  light  upon  the  true  nature  of  the  sums  of  mo- 

aign  department :  but  in  the  last  account  he  ney  taken  by  British  subjects  in  power,  under 

confesses  that  this  sum  also  is  not  his,  but  the  the  name  of  presents ;  and  to  show  how  far 

company's  property :  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  they  are  entitled  to  that  description  in  and 

■o  in  this,  he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  sense,  which  can  fairly  imply,  in  the  pretend- 

which  he  acquired  the  money,  the  time  of  his  ed  donors,  either  willingness  or  ability  to 

taking  it,  and  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  give.    The  condition  of  the  bountiful  parties, 

taken.     This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  be-  who  are  not  yet  discorered,  may  be  conjectur- 

cause,  in  looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgers  ed  firom  the  state  of  those  who  have  been 

of  the  treasury,  the  presents  received  and  car-  made  known ;  as  far  as  that  state  any  where 

ried  to  the  account  of  the  company  (which  appears,  their  generosity  is  found  in  propor- 

were  generally  small  and  coroplimental)  were  tion,  not  to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to 

precisely  entered,  with  the  name  of  the  giver,  the  fiivours  they  receive,  but  to  the  indigence 

Your  committee,  on  turning  to  the  account  they  feel,  and  the  insults  they  are  exposed  to. 

of  Durbar  charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  The  house  will   particularly  attend  to  the 

month,  find  the  sum,  as  stated  in  the  account  situation  of  the  principal  giver,  the  soubah 

of  May  22d,  to  be  indeed  paid  in ;  but  there  of  Oude. 

is  no  specific  application  whatsoever  entered.  <VWhen  the  knife  (says  ne)  had  penetrat- 

Tho  aocoimt  of  the  whole  money  thus  clan-  ed  to  the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with 

destine  y  received,  as  stated  on  the  22d  of  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no  longer  live 

May,  1782  (and  for  a  great  part  of  which,  in  expectations,  I  wrote  you  an  account  of 

Mr.  Hastings  to  that  time  took  credit  for,  and  my  difficulties. 

for  the  rest  has  accounted  in  an  extraordinary  **  The  answer  which  I  have  received  to  it, 

manner  as  his  own)  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  is  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible 

upwards    of  ninety-three  tliousand  pounds  grief  and  affliction.    I  never  had  the  least 

idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  council, 

*  yidi)  appendix  B.  No.  4.  that  you  would  ever  have  given  your  orders 
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fai  M  afflirting  a  manner,  in  whidi  yoa  never  who  have  always  exerted  my  very  life  in  the 

bWbre  wrote,  and  which  I  could  not  have  ima-  service  of  the  English,  iusigned  over  to  them  dU 

gined.     As  I  am  resolved  to  obey  your  or-  the  reatmrees  left  in  my  country ^  stopped  my 

ders,  and  directions  of  the  council,  without  very  household  expenses,  together  with  the 

any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  have,  agreeably  jaghires  of  my  servauits  aiid  dependants,  to  the 

to  those  erdertf  delivered  up  all  my  priv€dt  amount  of  98,98,375  rupees.     Besides  this, 

ffopere  to  him  (the  resident),  that  when  he  as  to  the  Jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother, 

shall  have  examined  my  receipts  and  expen-  and  uncle,  which  were  granted  to  them  for 

pea,  ke  may  take  tohatever  remmne.    As  I  know  their  support,  agreeable  to  engagements,  you 

it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  company  are  the  maeto"* ;  if  the  council  have  sent  or- 

aad  council,  I  have  not  failed  to  obey  m  any  ders  for  the  stopping  their  jaghiers  also,  stop 

instance  ;  but  requested  of  him  that  it  mi^t  them.    'I  have  no  resources  left  in  my  coun- 

be  done  bo  as  not  to  dietfeee  me  an  my  neoea-  try,  and  have  no  friends  by  me,  being  even 

sory  expeneee  ,*  there  being  no  other  funds  but  distressed  in  my  daily  subsistence.    I  have 

those  for  the  expenses  of  my  mutseddies,  some  elephants,  horses,  and  the  houses  which 

koasebold  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.    He  I  inhabit ;  if  they  can  be  of  any  service  to  my 

demanded  these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being  friends,  they  are  ready.    Whenever  you  can 

remedUeUf  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  discover  any  resources,  seize  upon  them ;  I 

Im  required.    He  has  accordingly  stopped  the  shall  not  interfere  to  prevent  you.    In  my 

of  my  old  eervante  for  thirty  yeari,  present  distress  for  my  daily  expenses,  I  was 

aepoys,  mMtseddiee,  or  houeehold  ser-  in  hopes  that  they  would  have  excused  some 

,  and  the  espeneee  of  my  family  and  kitch'  part  of  my  debt.     Of  what  use  is  it  for  me  to 

OS,  lagether  with  the  jaghirei  of  my  grands  relate  my  situation,  which  is  known  to  the 

wtatheTy  mother  and  aunte,  and  of  my  brothert  whole  world  ?     This  much  is  sufficient." 

rnmi  dependanttf  toAicA  were  for  their  support.  The  truth  of  all  these  representations  is  no 

I  had  raised  1,300  horse,  and  three  battalions  where  contested  by  Mr.  Hastings.     It  is  in- 

of  sepoys,  to  attend  upon  me ;  but  as  I  have  deed  admitted  in  something    stronger  than 

no  resource*  to  support  them,  I  have  been  words ;  for,  upon  account  of  the  nabob's  con- 

obliged  to  remove  the  people  stationed  in  the  dition,  and  the  no  less  distressed  condition  of 

OMfaals,  [districts]  and  to  send  his  people  [the  his  dominions,  he  thought  it  fit  to  withdraw 

reaideat's  people]  into  the  mahals ;  so  that  I  from  him  and  them  a  large  body  of  the  eom- 

kave  not  now  one  single  servant  about  me. —  pany's  troops,  together  with  all  the  English  of 

Shouki  I  mention  to  what  further  difficulties  a  civil  description,  who  were  found  no  less 

I  have  been  reduced,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  burthensome  than  the  military.     This  was 

oontempt."  done  on  the  declared  inability  of  the  country 

In  other  parts  of  this  long  remonstance,  as  any  longer  to  support  them ;  a  country  not 

well  as  in  other  remonstrances  no  less  serious,  much    inferior    to    England    in  extent  and 

be  say*,*'  that  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  save  fertility ;  and,  till  lately  at  least,  its  equal  in 

hasBself  alive ;  that  in  all  his  affairs  Mr,  population  and  culture. 

Baatmge  had  given  full  ppwers  to  the  gentle-  It  was  to  a  prince,  in  a  state  so  far  remote 

flien  here,  (meaning  the  English  resident  and  from  freedom,  authority,  and  opulence,  so 

•aststants)  who  have  done  whatever  they  chote^  penetrated  with  the  treatment  he  had  received, 

mad  atiU  contmue  to  do  it,    I  never  expected  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met  with  from  Mr. 

that  you  would  have  brought  me  into  such  ap-  Hastings,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen  to  at- 

prebeosion,  and  into  so  weak  a  state,  without  tribute  a  disposition  so  very  generous  and  mu- 

writsng  to  me  on  any  one  of  thoee  eubjeetSf  since  nificent  as ,  of  his  own  free  grace  and  mere  mo- 

I  hare  not  the  smallest  connection  with  any  bo-  tion,  to  make  him  a  present,  at  one  donation,  of 

dy,  except  yourself.    I  am  in  such  distress,  upwards  of  100,000^.  sterling.    This  vast  pri- 

both  day  and  night,  that  I  see  not  the  smallest  vate  donation  was  given  at  the  moment  of  vast 

prospect  of  deliverance  from  it  since  you  are  instant  demands,  severely  exacted  on  account 

M>  di^leased  with  me  ot  no<  to  honour  me  of  the  company,  and  accumulated  on  immense 

wiA  •  tengU  Utter,*  debu  to  the  same  body ;  and  all  taken  from  a 

In  another  remonstrance  he  thus  expresses  ruined  prince,  and  almost  desolated  territory. 

'i  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  the  firmness,  with 

Ths  affairs  of  this  world  are  unstable,  all  possible  ease  and  apparent  unconcern,  to 

tooD  pass  away ;  it  would  therefore  be  in-  request  perroitsion  from  the  directors  to  legal- 

'lent  on  the  EngUih  gentlemen  to  show  ize  this  forbidden  present  for  his  own  use.— 

friendship  for  me  in  my  neeeetitie§,    I,  This  he  has  had  the  courage  to  do,  at  a  tini« 
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when  he  bad  abuodaot  reason  to  look  for,  what  January,  1782,  thinks  fit  to  declare,  that "  as 

he  has  since  received,  their  censure  for  manj  offer  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  was 

naterial  parts  of  his  conduct  towards  the  peo-  made  to  him,  both  on  the  part  of  the  nabob  and 

pie  fi^m  whose  wasted  substance  this  pretend-  his  min  iaters,  as  uprtaentf  whkh  he  had  accepUd 

ed  free  gift  was  drawn.    He  does  not  pretend  wthoutheritation"    The  plea  of  his  pretended 

that  he  has  reason  to  expect  the  smallest  de-  necessity  is  of  no  avail.     The  present  was  not 

gree  of  partiality,  in  this  or  any  other  point,  in  ready  money,  nor,  as  your  committee  coo* 

irom  the  court  of  directors.    For,  besides  his  ceive,  applicable  to  his  immediate  necessities, 

complaint  first  stated,  of  having  never  possess-  Even  his  credit  was  not  bettered  by  bills  at 

ed  their  confidence,   in  a  late    letter*   (in  long  periods ;  he  does  not  pretend  that  be 

which,  notwithstanding  the  censtires  of  par-  raised  any  money  upon  them  ,*  nor  is  it  con« 

Kament,  he  magnifies  his  own  conduct)  he  ceiveable  that  a  banker  at  Benares  would  be 

says,  that  in  all  the  long  period  of  his  service  more  willing  to  honour   the  draughts  of  so 

'*  he  has  almost  unremittedly  wanted  the  sup-  miserable,  undone,  and  dependant  a  person,  as 

port  which  all  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  the  nabob  of  Oude,  than  those  of  the  govem- 

firom  their  constituents.     From  mine  (says  our-general  of  Bengal ;  which  might  be  paid 

he)  I  have  received  nothing  but  reproach^  hard  either  on  the  receipt  of  the  Benares  revenue, 

epithets,  and  indigniHei,  instead  of  rewards  and  or  at  the  seat  of  his  power,  and  of  the  com- 

encouragement."    It  must  therefore  have  been  pany's  exchequer.    Besides,  it  is  not  explica- 

from  some  other  source  of  protection  than  that  ble  upon  any  grounds  that  can  be  avowed,  why 

which  the  law  had  placed  over  him,  that  he  the  nabob,  who  could  afford  to  give  these  bills 

looked  for  countenance  and  reward  in  violating  as  a  present  to  Mr.  Hastings,  ooald  not  have 

an  act  of  parliament,  which  forbade  him  firom  equally  given  them  in  discharge  of  the  debt 

taking  g\fU  or  pretentB  on  any  account  whatao-  which  he  owed  to  the  company.    It  is  indeed 

§vtri   much  less  a  gift  of  this  magnitude,  very  much  to  be  feared  that  the  people  of  India 

which  from  the  distress  of  the  giver,  must  be  find  it  sometimes  turn  more  to  their  account, 

supposed  the  effect  of  the  most  cruel  extortion,  to  give  presents  to  the  English  in  authority. 

The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders    to  than  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  public ;  ana 

appropriate  money,  which  they  must  know  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  consido^- 

could  not  have  been  acquired  by  the  consent  tion. 

of  the  pretended  donor,  to  their  own  use.—  No  small  merit  is  made  by  Mr.  Hastings, 

They  acted  more  properly  in  refusing  to  con-  and  that  too  in  a  high  and  upbruding  style, 

firm  this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  choos-  of  his  having  come  to  a  voluntary  discovery  of 

ing  rather  to  refer  him  to  the  law,  which  he  this  and  other  unlawful  practices  of  the  same 

had  violated,  than  to  his  own  sense  of  what  kind.    '^  That  honourable  court "^  (b<^7>  Mr. 

he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  take  from  the  na-  Hastings,  addressing  himself  to  his  masters^ 

tives  ;  putting  him  in  mind  that  the  regula-  in  his  letter  of  December,  1782)  ou^t  to  know 

ting  act  had  expressly  declared,  "that  no  gov-  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  ukl  honour, 

ernour-general,  or  any  of  the  council,  shall,  which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a  station. 

directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  receive,  or  take,  If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afforded  roe  too 

of  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  or  on  any  powerful  incentives  to'' suppress  the  informs* 

account  v>hat$oever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  tion  which  I  now  convey  to  them  through  you, 

gratuity,  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own  use  the  sums 

or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  of  the  which  I  have  already  passed  to  their  credit, 

aforesaid."    Hero  is  no  reserve  for  the  case  of  by  their  untoorth/f  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add, 

a  disclosure  to  the  directors,  and  for  the  legal-  dangerous  r^fiecHonSf  which  they  have  passed 

izing  the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament  by  upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this 

their  subsequent  consent.     The  illegality  at-  kind ;"  (and  he  immediately  adds,  what  is  sin- 

tached  to  the  action  at  its  very  commencement ;  gular  and  striking,  and  savours  of  a  recimina- 

and  it  could  never  be  afterwards  legalized ;  the  tory  insinuation)  "  and  your  ovm  experienea 

directors  had  no  such  power  reserved  to  them,  will  suggest  to  you,  that  there  are  persons  who 

Words  cannot  be  devised  ofa  stronger  import,  would  profit  by  such  a  warning."    To  what 

or  studied  with  more  care.    To  these  words  directors  in  particular  this  imputation  of  ex- 

of  the  act  are  opposed  the  declaration  and  con-  perienco  is  applied,  and  what  other  persons 

iuct  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  who,  in  his  letter  of  they  are,  in  whom  experience  has  shown  a  dis- 
position to  profit  of  such  a  warning,  is  a  mat* 

e  Tide  appendix  B.  No.  d 
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lar  h^hlj  propw  to  be  inquired  into.    What  and  oppressive  haiKlB,ofinoney  illegally  taken 

Mr.  Hastings  sajs  further  on  this  subject  is  but  this  legal  fiction  of  property  ccjuld  not,  not 

BO  less  worthy  of  attention : — "  thai  he  could  ought,  by  the  legislature  to  be  considered  ib 

kro€  eoneeaUd  tkeae  tramaetioru,  if  he  had  a  any  other  light  than  as  a  trust  held  by  them 

wrmig  motiv$fJrom  than  and  the  ptMic  eye  for  those  who  suffered  the  injury.     Upon  any 

forever,"*  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  whether  other  construction,  the  company  would  hare  a 

he  obeerration  be  applicable  to  the  particular  right,  first,  to  extract  money  firom  the  subjects 

case  or  not,  practices  of  this  corrupt  nature  or  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  committed  to 

are  extremely  difficult  of  detection  any  where,  their  care,  by  means  of  particular  conventions, 

but  especially  in  India :  but  all  restraint  upon  or  by  taxes,  by  rents,  and  by  monopolies ;  and, 

that  grand  fundamental  abuse  of  presents  is  when  they  had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of 

goiM  forever,  if  the  serrants  of  the  company  public  imposition,  then  they  were  to  be  at 

am  derire  safety  fi^m  a  defiance  of  the  law,  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the  people  all  their 

when  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  screen  them-  servants,  firom  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest, 

selves  by  an  evasion  of  it.    All  hope  of  re-  to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw, 

fbrmatioo  is  at  an  end,  if,  confiding  in  the  by  personal  and  official  authority,  by  influence 

(brce  of  a  faction  among  directors  or  proprie-  venality,  and  terror,  whatever  was  left  to  them , 

ton  to  bear  them  out,  and  possibly  to  vote  »-and  that  all  this  was  justified,  provided  the 

them  the  fruit  of  their  crimes  as  a  reward  of  product  was  paid  into  the  company^s  exche- 

their  dieoovery,  they  find  that  their  bold  avow-  quer. 

tl  of  their  offences  is  not  only  to  produce  in-  This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents, 

ieomitj,  but  to  be  rated  for  merit.    If  once  with  this  declaration  of  property  in  the  com- 

%  preswnption  is  admitted,    that  wherever  pany,  would  leave  no  property  to  any  man  in 

inmefhing  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid,  the  dis-  India.     If,  however,  it  should  be  thought  that 

covering  of  one  offence  may  become  the  cer^  this  clause  in  the  act*^  should  be  cap^le,  by 

tain  means  of  concealing  a  multitude  of  oth-  construction  and  retrospect,  of  so  leg alizing 


The  contrivance  is  easy  and  trivial,  and  and  thus  appropriating  these  presents,  (which 

lies  open  to  the  meanest  proficient  in  this  kind  your  committee  conceive  impossible,)  it  is 

of  art  r  it  will  not  only  become  an  effectual  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  very 

cover  to  such  practices,  but  will  tend  infinite-  fully  explained. 

ly  to  inorease  them.    In  that  case  sums  of  The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  &vour 

BMoey  will  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  dun  of  the  natives.    If  such  construction  prevails, 

covery,  and  making  merit  wiUi  the  company :  the  provision  made  as  their  screen  from  op- 

aod  other  sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private  pression  will  become  the  means  of  increasing 

advantage  of  the  receiver.  and  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond 

It  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  na-  remedy.     If  presents,  which,  when  they  are 

tires  to  know  what  presents  are  for  one  given  were  unlawful,  can  aflerwards  be  legal- 

parpoce,  or  what  for  the  other.    It  is  not  for  ized  by  an  application  of  them  to  the  compa^ 

a  GentA  or  a  Mahometan  land-holder,  at  the  ny's  service,  no  sufferer  can  even  resort  to  a 

fcot  of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  remedial  process  at  law  for  his  own  relief.— 

has  DO  access  to  our  records,  and  knows  no-  The  moment  he  attempts  to  sue,  the  money 

thing  of  oar  language,  to  distinguish  what  may  be  paid  into  the  company's  treasury ;  it 

lacks  of  rupees,  which  he  has  given,  eo  nomi^  is  then  lawfVilly  taken,  and  the  party  is  non- 

ae,  as  a  present  to  a  company's  servant,  are  suited. 

to  be  authorized  by  his  masters  in  Leadenhall-  The  company  itself  must  suffer  extremely 
street  as  proper  and  legal,  or  carried  to  their  in  the  whole  order  and  regularity  of  (heir  pub- 
public  account  at  their  pleasure ;  and  what  are  lie  accounts,  if  the  idea  upon  which  Mr. 
laid  op  for  his  own  emolument.  Hastings  justifies  the  taking  of  these  presents. 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  receives  the  smallest  countenance.     On  his 

be  dM  property  of  the  company,  could  not  principles,  the  same  sum  may  become  private 

consider  corruption,  extortion,  and  fraud,  as  property  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  r^ 

•ay  part  of  their  resources.    The  property  in  ceiver :  it  is  in  his  power,  Mr.Hastings  says,f 

■neh  presents  was  declared  to  be  theirs,  not  to  conceal  it  forever.     He  certainly  has  it  in 

M  a  ibnd  for  their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  his  power  not  only  to  keep  it  back,  and  bring 

n  legal  title  to  a  civil  suit.  It  was  declared  it  forward  at  his  own  times,  but  even  to  shift 
tbetra,  to  &cilitate  the  recovery,  out  of  corrupt 

•  Act  18  George  III.  cap.  58. 

t  Vide  Mr.  Hastings^s  letter  of  10th  Deeem- 

o  Tide  appendix  B.  No.  0.  ber,  1793,  in  appendix  B.  No.  6. 
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•  and  reverse  the  relations  in  the  accounts  (as  them ;  but  the  conclusion  of  a  sentmce  m  im- 

Mr.  Hastings  has  done)  in  what  manner  and  portanily  begun,  and  which  leads  to  such  ex* 

proportion  seems  good  to  him,  and  to  make  pectations,  is,  "  that  to  these  conjectures  it 

himself  alternately  debtor  or  creditor  for  the  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.*' — This  is  aB 

same  sums.  he  says  to  public  conjecture. 

Of  this  irregularity  Mr.  Hastings  himself  To  the  court  of  directors  he  is  very  .ittlo 

appears  in  some  degree  sensible.     He  coo-  more  complaisant,  and  not  at  all  more  satia- 

ceives  it  possible  that  his  transactions  of  this  factory ;  he  states  merely  as  a  suppositioo 

nature  may,  to  the  court  of  directors,  seem  un-  their  inquiry  concerning  matters  of  which  he 

satisfactory.    He,  however,  puts  it  hypothe-  positively  knew  that  they  had  called  for  an  ex- 

tically  ; — "  if  to  you*^  (says  he)  who  are  ac-  planation.    He  knew  it,  because  he  presumed 

customed  to  view  business  in  an  (^aal  and  to  censure  them  for  doing  so.     To  the  hypo- 

rtgular  UgfU,  thmf  ahtmid  appear  unpreotdenUd  thesis  of  a  further  inquiry  he  gives  a  conjectu- 

if  not  improper.**   He  just  conceives  it  possi-  ral  answer  of  such  a  kind,  as  probably,  in  an 

ble,  that  in  an  official  money  transaction  the  account  of  a  doubtful  transaction,  and  to  a  su« 

directors  may  expect  a  proceeding  official  and  perior,  was  never  done  before, 

regular.      In   what  other   lights  than  those  *"  Wert  your  honourable  court  to  question, 

which  are  official  and  regular,  matters  of  nie  upon  these  points,  I  vxndi  answer,  that 

public    account   ought   to    be    regarded    by  the   sums  were    taken  for  the    company*s 

those  who  have  the  cherge  of  them,  either  benefit  at  times  in  which  the  company  very 

in  Bengal  or  in  England,  does  not  appear  much  stood  in  need  of  them ;  that  I  eithei 

to    your   committee.      Any   other   is    cer-  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public 

tainly  *<  unprecedented  and  improper ;"  and  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount, 

can  only  serve  to  cover  fraud  both  in  the  re-  or  poeahty  acted  without  any  studied  dengn^ 

ceipt  and  in  tho  expenditure.    The  acquisi-  which  my  memory  could  at  this  distance  of 

tion  of  58,000  rupcs,  or  near  6,0002.  which  time  verify." 

appears  in  the  sort  of  uniiffitial  and  irregular  He  here  professes  mA  to  be  certain  of  tlie 
aecottntt  that  he  fumishee  of  bis  presents,  in  motives  by  which  he  was  himself  actuated  in 
his  letter  of  Msy,  1782,f  must  appear  extra-  so  extraordinary  a  concealment,  and  in  the 
ordinary  indeed  to  those  who  expect  from  men  use  of  such  extraordinary  means  to  effect  it : 
in  office  something  official  and  something  re-  uid,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  were  those  of 
gular.  **  This  sum|  (says  he)  I  received  &n  absolute  stranger,  and  not  his  own,  he  gives 
'  while  I  was  on  my  journey  to  Benares."  He  various  loose  conjectures  concerning  the  mo> 
tolls  it  with  the  same  careless  indifference  as  tive  to  them.  He  even  supposes,  in  taking 
if  things  of  this  kind  were  found  by  accident  presents  contrary  to  law,  and  in  taking  bonds 
on  tlie  higlwjpad.  .  for  them  as  his  own,  contrary  to  what  he  ad- 
Mr.  Hastmgs  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  mits  to  be  truth  and  fact,  that  he  might  have 
doubt,  that  this  unprecedented  and  improper  ftcted  without  any  distinct  motive  at  all,  or  at 
account  would  produce  much  discussion.  He  least  such  as  his  memory  could  reach  at  that 
says,§  "  why  these  sums  wore  taken  by  me  ;  distance  of  time.  That  immense  distance,  in 
why  they  were  (except  the  second)  quietfy  the  falntness  of  which  his  recollection  is  so 
transferred  to  the  company's  account ;  why  completely  lost  as  to  set  him  guessing  at  his 
bonds  were  taken  for  the  first  and  not  for  the  motives  for  his  own  conduct,  was  from  tho 
rest ;  might,  were  tliis  matter  to  be  exposed  fHloenth  of  January,  1781,  when  the  bonds  at 
to  the  view  of  the  public,  funvMi  a  variety  of  his  own  request  were  given,  to  the  date  of  this 
€vty€dme»**  letter,  which  is  the  82d  of  May,  1782  ;  that  is 

This  matter  has  appeared,  and  has  fumisb-  to  say,  about  one  year  and  four  months, 

ed,  as  it  ought  to  do,  something  more  serious  As  to  the  other  sums,  for  which  no  bond 

than  conjectures.    It  would  in  any  other  case  was  taken,  the  ground  for  the  difference  in  his 

be  supposed,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  expecting  explanation   is  still   nKNre  exraordinary :  he 

Mich  inquiries,  and  considering  that  the  ques-  Mys,  f "  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to 

tioos    are    (even    as    they  are   imperfectly  observe  the  same  means,  with  the  red.**  The 

stated  by  himself)  far  from  frivolous,  would  r^t  of  these  sums,  which  were  not  worth  his 

condescend  to  give  some  informatioD  upoD  care,  are  stated  in  his  account  to  be  greater 

than  those  he  was  so  solicitous  (for  some  re»> 

*  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  6.  son,  which  ho  cannot  guess)  to  cover  nndff 

tVide  appendix  B.  No.  S. 

Vide  appendix  B.  No.  t.  •  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  8. 

Vide  appendix  B.  N«»  S  f  Vide  appendix  B.  N«.  «. 
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:  these  rsbs  amount  to  near  6S,000{.  vice,  and  be  might  alio  receive  eight  per  cent, 
whereas  the  others  did  not  much  exceed  for  his  money.  No  native  could  (without 
40,00(X.  For  these  actions,  attended  with  some  interested  view)  give  to  the  governour> 
these  expUmatioas,  he  ventures  to  appeal  to  general  what  he  would  refuse  to  the  company 
their  (the  directors*)  breasts  for  a  csndid  in-  as  a  grant,  or  even  as  a  loan.  It  u  plain,  that 
terpretatioo ;  and  *'*  he  assumes  the  freedom  the  powers  of  government  must,  in  some  way 
to  add,  that  he  thinks  himself  on  tueh  an  oc-  or  other,  be  understood  by  the  nativos  to  be  at 
casion,  entitled  to  it;"  and  then,  as  if  he  had  sale.  The  govemour-general  says,  that  be 
performed  some  laudable  exploit,  in  the  ao-  took  the  money  with  an  original  destinatioo 
eompanying  l^er  he  glories  in  the  integrity  to  the  purposes,  to  which,  he  asserts,  he  has 
of  \u»  conduct ;  and,  anticipating  his  triumph  since  applied  it.  But  this  original  destination 
over  iojustioe,  and  the  applause:!  which,  at  a  was  in  his  own  mind  only,  not  declared,  nor 
future  time,  he  seems  confident  he  shall  re-  by  him  pretended  to  be  declared,  to  the  party 
oeive,  says  he,  f "  the  applause  of  my  own  who  gave  the  presents,  and  who  could  perceive 
breast  is  my  surest  reward.  Your  applause,  nothing  in  it  but  money  paid  to  the  supreme 
ajsd  the  applause  of  my  country,  is  my  next  magistrate  for  his  own  private  emolument.— 
wi^  in  life."  He  declares,  in  that  very  letter,  All  that  the  natives  could  possibly  perceive 
that  he  had  not  ai  m^  time  possessed  the  con-  in  such  a  transaction,  must  be  highly  dishon- 
fideoce  with  them,  which  they  never  withheld  ourable  to  the  company's  government ;  for 
from  the  meanest  of  his  predecessors.  With  they  must  conceive,  when  they  gave  money 
wishes  so  near  his  heart  perpetually  disap-  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  bought  from  Mr. 
pointed,  and,  instead  of  applauses,  (as  be  Hastings  either  what  was  their  own  right, 
tells  us)  receiving  nothingbut  reproaches  and  or  something  that  was  not  so ;  or  that  they 
disfraoeful  epithets,  his  steady  continuance  redeemed  themselves  from  some  acts  of  rigour 
lor  so  many  years  in  their  service,  in  a  place  inflicted,  threatened,  or  apprehended.  If,  in 
obnoxious  in  the  highest  degree  to  suspicion  the  first  case,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  them  the 
aad  oensure,  is  a  thing  altogether  singular.  object,  for  which  they  bargained,  his  act,  bow- 
It  appears  very  necessary  to  your  commit-  ever  proper,  was  corrupt ;  if  he  did  not,  it  v^as 
lee  to  observe  upon  the  great  leading  princi-  both  corrupt  and  fraudulent :  if  the  money  was 
pies  which  Mr.  Hastings  assumes,  to  Justify  extorted  by  force  or  threats,  it  was  oppressive 
the  irregular  taking  of  these  vast  sums  of  and  tyrannical.  The  very  nature  of  such 
inoner,  and  all  the  irregular  means  he  had  transactions  has  a  tendency  to  teach  the  na« 
employed  to  cover  the  greater  part  of  it.—  tives  to  pay  a  corrupt  court  to  the  servants  of 
These  principles  are  the  more  necessary  to  the  company ;  and  they  must  thereby  be  reo- 
beiiiquiredinto,because,  if  admitted,  they  will  dered  less  willing,  or  less  able,  or  perhape 
^rrve  to  justify  every  species  of  improper  con-  both,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  state, 
duct.  His  words  are,  |"  that  the  sources  Mr.  Scott's  evidence  asserts,  that  they  would 
from  which  these  reliefs  to  the  public  service  rather  give  to  Mr.  Hastings,  than  lend  to  the 
have  come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to  company.  It  is  very  probable ;  but  it  is  a  de- 
the  compsny  pn&jidly ;  and  that  the  exigencies  monstration  of  their  opinion  of  his  power  and 
of  their  service  (exigencies  created  by  the  corruption,  and  of  the  weak  and  precarious 
exposition  of  their  affairs,  and  faction  in  their  state  of  the  company*8  authority. 
divided  councils)  required  those  supplies."  The  second  principle  assumed  by  Mr. 
As  to  the  first  of  these  extraordinary  posi-  Hastings  for  his  justification  ;  namely,  that 
tiotif,  your  committee  cannot  conceive  what  factious  opposition,  and  a  divided  government 
Motive  could  actuate  any  native  of  India,  de-  might  create  exigencies  requiring  supplies,  is 
pendent  on  the  company,  in  assisting  them  fVill  as  dangerous  as  the  first ;  for  if,  in  the 
privntelr,  and  in  refusing  to  assist  them  pub-  divisions,  which  must  arise  in  all  councils, 
liely.  If  the  transaction  was  fair  and  honest,  one  member  of  government,  when  he  thinks 
every  native  must  have  been  desirous  of  mak-  others  factiously  disposed,  shall  be  entitled 
ing  merit  with  the  great  governing  power.  If  to  take  money  privately  from  the  subject,  for 
be  gave  his  money  as  a  free  gift,  he  might  the  purposes  of  his  politics,  and  thereby  to 
value  himself  upon  very  honourable  and  very  dispense  with  an  act  of  parliament,  pretences 
aeeeptable  service ;  if  he  lent  it  on  the  com-  for  that  end  cannot  be  wanting.  A  dispute 
pany^s  bonds,  it  would  still  have  been  of  ssr-  may  always  be  raised  in  council,  in  order  to 

cover  oppression  and  peculation  elsewhere.— 

•  Tide  appendix  B.  No.  t.  But  these  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings  tend 

♦  ^e  appendix  B.  No.  6.  entirely  to  destroy  the  character  and  fimctiflM 
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of  a  eouocil,  and  to  Test  then  with  one  of  tlM  in  1770.    Although  io  a  state  apfxoaduig 
dfawntieot  members.    The  law  has  placed  the  to  ■ubjectioo,  still  his  rank  and  cfaaradar  wara 
HBie  of  the  whole  in  the  majoritj ;  and  it  is  important.    Moch  was  necessarily  to  depond 
■ot  a  thing  to  be  suffered,  that  anj  of  the  i^kmi  a  person,  who  was  to  preaenre  the  bmh 
■lembers  should  prirately  raise  money  for  the  deration  of  a  soveraign,  not  supported  bj  in- 
arowed  purpose  of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  trinic  poww ;  and  yet  to  msinfain  the  digni^ 
promoting  designs  that  are  contrary  to  it :  a  necessary  to  carry  on  the  representation  of 
more  alarming  assumption  of  power,  in  an  political  goveramait,  as  well  as  the  substanae 
iadiridual  member  of  any  deliberatire  or  eze-  of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great  roiM 
cntive  body,  cannot  be  imagined.     Mr.  Hast-  try.    A  good  education,  confiirmihly  to  the 
imgjB  had  no  right,  in  order  to  clear  himself  of  maximsof  his  religion,  and  the  manners  of  his 
pocolation,  to  criminate  the  majority  with  fao-  people,  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  fill 
tioo.     No  member  of  any  body,  out->Toted  on  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either  to 
a  question,  has,  or  can  bare  a  right  to  direct  the  Mahometan  goremmcDt,  or  to  ours.     He 
any  part  <k  his  public  conduct  by  that  princi-  had  still  to  manage  a  rerenue  not  inoonsidera- 
pla.     The  members  of  the  council  had  a  cooH  hie,  which  reanained  as  the  sole  resource  for 
mon  superiour,  to  whom  they  might  appeal  in  the  languidhing  dignity  of  persons  any  way 
their  mutual  charges  of  factioi»---they  did  so  distinguished  in  rank  among  Mussulmen,  who 
frequently  ;  and  the  imputation  of  foction  has  were  all  attached  and  clung  to  him.     Tbeoo 
almost  always  been  laid  on  Mr.  Hastings  him-  oonsideratiooa  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  hia 
self.  person  and  affiurs  into  proper  hands.     They 
But  there  were  periods,  rery  distinguished  ought  to  hare  been  men,  who  were  able,  1^ 
periods  too,  in  the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  gravity  of  their  rank  and  character,  to 
which  the  clandestine  taking  of  money  could  presoivo  his  morals  from  the  contagion  of  low 
not  be  supported  even  by  this  pretence.    Mr.  and  vicioos  company ;  men,  who,  by  their  in- 
Hastings  has  been  charged  with  various  acts  tegrity  and  firmness,  might  be  enabled  to  r»- 
of  peculation,  perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could  sist,  in  some  degree  the  rapacity  of  £urop^ 
not  excuse  himself  by  the  plea  of  any  public  ans,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  remaining  firag- 
purpose  to  be  carried  on,  or  of  any  fiiction  in  ments  of  his  property  from  the  attempu  of 
council,  by  which  it  was  traversed.     It  may  the  natives  themselves,  who  must  be  under 
be  necessary  here  to  recall  to  the  recollection  strong  temptation  of  taking  their  share  in  the 
of  the  house,  that  on  the  cry  which  prevailed,  last  pillage  of  a  decaying  bouse, 
of  the  ill  practices  of  the  company's  servants  The  directors  were  fiiliy  impressed  with  the 
in  India  (which  general  cry,  in  a  great  me*-  necessity  of  such  an  arrangement.      Your 
■ore,  imxiuced  the  regulating  act  of  177S)  the  committee  find,  that  on  the  26th  of  August, 
ooort  of  directors,  in  their  instructions  of  the  1771,  they  gave  instructions  to  the  prcsMent 
t9th  of  March,  1774,  gave  it  as  an  injunction  and  council  to  appoint  **  a  minister  to  trans- 
to  the  council-general,  that  "  they  immediate^  act  the  political  affairs  of  the  circar  [the  gov- 
cause  the  ttrieteat  inquiry  to  be  made  into  off  emment]  ;  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some 
oppressions,  which  may  have  been  committed  person  well  qualified  for  the  afikirs  of  govern- 
either  against  natives  or  Europeans,  and  into  ment,  to  be  the  minist^  of  the  government, 
all  abuses  which  may  have  prevailed  in  the  and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority." 
collection  of  th^  revenues,  or  any  part  of  tht  The  order  was  so  distinct  as  not  to  admit 
eiml  government  of  the  presidency ;  and  that  of  a  mistake ;  it  was  (for  its  matter)  provi- 
you  communicate  to  us  olZ  infomuUionf  which  dont  and  well  considered ;  and  the  trust,  which 
yeu  may  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was  of  such  a  na- 
any  embezzlement  or  dissipation  of  the  com-  ture  as  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible 
pany's  money."  to  reputation,  to  fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably 
In  this  inquiry,  by  hi  the  most  important  to  the  directi<nis  he  had  received,  and  not  only 
abuse,  which  appeared  on  any  of  the  above  above  just  cause  of  exception,  but  out  of  tba 
heads,  was  that  which  was  charged  relative  to  roach  of  suspicion  and  malice.    In  that  situ- 
the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  of  nothing  ation,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  he  wouki  cast 
less  than  the  whole  authority  of  the  country  his  eyes  upon  men  of  the  first  repute  and  cod- 
govomment,  in  the  disposal  of  the  guardian-  sideration  among  the  Mussulmen  of  high  rank, 
■hip  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Hastings  instead  of  directing  his  eyea 
The  present  nabob,  Mobarock  ul  Oowlah,  to  the  Ehuhar,  employed  his  researdies  in  the 
was  a  minor  when  he  succeeded  to  the  titla  Boniglio.    In  the  inmost  recesies  of  that  place 
and  office  of  subadar  of  the  three  provinoosi  he  discovered  a  woman,  secluded  from  the  in- 
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iwooane,  And  ihut  up  from  the  ejef  of  men,  bob.    Whether,  baTin^  choeen  a  woman  is 

wlK»m  be  (bund  to  correspond  with  the  orders  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  paa^ 

he  had  receiTed  from  the  directors,  as  a  per-  ing  by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince, 

SOB  well  "  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  gorem-  he  was  influenced  by  respect  for  the  dispon- 

meiit,  fit  to  be  a  minister  of  government,  and  tion  made  by  the  deceased  nabob  during  his 

tbe  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority."    This  life,  or  by  other  motives,  the  house  will  deter- 

woman  he  solemnly  invests  with  these  fuoo-  mine  upon  a  view  of  the  facts  *hidi  follow. 

tions ;  he  appoints  Rajah  Gourdas,  whom  It  will  be  matter  of  inquiry,  when  the  quea- 

socDo  time  afler  he  himself  qualified  with  a  tion  is  stated  upon  the  appointment  of  a  step- 

descriptioQ  of  a  3roung  man  of  mean  abilities,  mother,  in  exclusion  of  the  parent,  whether 

to  be  her  duan  or  steward  of  the  household,  the  usage  of  the  east  constantly  authorize- 

Tlie  rest  oT  the  arrangement  was  correspon-  the  continuance  of  that  same  distribution  of 

dsot  to  this  disposition  of  the  principal  offi-  rank  and  power,  which  was  settled  in  the 

cers.  seraglio  during  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince, 

It  seems  not  to  have  been  lawful  or  warrant-  and  which  was  ibund  so  settled  at  his  death, 
sble  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  set  aside  the  arrange-  and  afterwards,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mother 
■wnt  positively  prescribed  by  the  court  of  di-  of  the  successour.  In  case  of  female  guar* 
reciocv,  which  evidently  pointed  to  a  man,  not  dianship,  her  claim  seems  to  be  a  right  of  na« 
to  any  woman  whatever.  As  a  woman  con-  ture ;  and  which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  posi- 
fiaed  in  the  female  apartment,  the  lady  he  ap-  tive  law  will  (if  that  can)  authorize  the  do- 
pointed  coald  not  be  competent  to  hold,  or  parturefrom.  The  history  of  Munny  Begum 
qualified  to  exercise,  any  active  employment ;  is  stated  on  the  records  of  the  council-general 
sike  stood  in  need  of  guardians  (or  herself,  and  and  no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  coo* 
had  BoC  the  ability  or  the  guardianship  of  a  trovert  the  truth  of  it. 
persQQ  carcimistanced  as  the  soubab  was.-»  That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  coun* 
Geaeral  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  cil  to  have  happened,  which  might  be  expect- 
Bfr.  Francis,  declare  in  their  minute,  "  that  ed  inevitably  to  happen ;  the  care  of  the  nai- 
tfaey  belMve  there  never  was  an  instance  in  bob's  education  was  grossly  neglected,  and  his 
India  of  such  a  trust  so  disposed  of."  Mr.  fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  embezzled. 
Hastings  has  produced  no  precedent  in  answer  What  connexion  this  waste  and  embezzlemoit 
to  this  Ejection.  had  with  the  subsequent  events,  the  house  will 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  to  the  house  the  judge. 
sitoation  and  circumstances  of  the  women        0^  the  Sd  of  May,  1775,  Mr.  James  Grant, 

priacipeily  concerned,  who  were  in  the  se-  accountant  to  the  provincial  council  of  Moor* 

Rgiio  of  Jaffier  Ali  Kh&n  at  his  death.    The  shedabad,  produced  to  the  govemour-general 

first  f/  these  was  called  Munny  Begum,  a  and  council  certain  Persian  papers,  which  stat- 

pereon  originally  born  of  poor  and  obscure  ed  nine  lacks  of  rupees  (upwards  of  ninety 

parents,  who  delivered  her  over  to  the  coo-  thousand  pounds  sterling)  received  by  Munny 

duetreee  of  a  company  of  dancing  girls ;  in  Begum,  on  her  appointment  to  the  manage* 

trinch  prolession  being  called  to  exhibit  at  a  ment  of  the    Naiiob's  household,  over  and 

festival,  the  late  nabob  took  a  liking  to  her,  above  the  balance  due  at  that  time,  and  not 

and  aAer  some  cohabitation,  she  obtained  such  accounted  for  by  her.     These  Grant  had  re- 

infloence  over  him,  that  he  took  her  for  one  ceived  from  Nuned  Roy,  who  had  been  a  wri- 

of  his  wives,  (and  she  seems  to  have  been  the  ter  in  the  begum's  treasury  office.     Both  Mr. 

fevoorite)  put  her  at  the  head  of  his  haram ;  Grant  and  Nuned  Roy  were  called  before  the 

and  having  a  son  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  board,  and  examined  respecting  the  authenti* 

U>  his  authority  and  estate ;  Munny  Begum,  city  of  the  papers.    Among  other  circumstan- 

the  mother,  being  by  his  wi!'.  «  devisee  of  con-  ces  tending  to  establish  the  credit  of  these  pa- 

saderable  sums  of  money,  and  other  effects,  on  pers,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Grant  offered  to 

which  be  left  a  charge,  which  has  since  been  make  oath,  that  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  begtmi 

applied  to  the  service  of  the  East-India  Com-  had  come  to  him,  on  pur]k>8e  to  prevail  on  him 

pany.     The  son  of  this  lady  dying,  and  a  son  not  to  send  the  papers  ;  and  had  declared,  thai 

by  another  wife  succeeding,  ukl  dying  also,  fAe  oceownis  wert  not  to  be  disputed. 
dbe  preecBt  nabob,  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  son        On  the  9th  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  mn- 

by  a  third  wife,  succeeded.     This  woman  was  jority  of  the  board,  against  the  opinion  and 

alive,  and  in  the  seraglio.  solemn  protest  of  the  govemeur-general,  tha 

It  was  Munny  Begum,  that  Mr.  Hastings  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  up  to  the'  city  of 

and  not  the  natnral  mother  of  the  an-  Moorshsdabad,  to  demand  of  Munny  Begun 

£ 
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tiw  aoooonts  of  the  nizamiit  and  household  be  should  ask  the  mAob  or  the  begum  then 

from  April,  1764,  to  the  latest  period  to  which  retuom  for  ddivering  this  aeparate  aeeount. 

tfaej  could  be  closed,  and  to  divest  the  begum  The  substance  of  the  governour's  proposal 

of  the  of&ce  of  guardian  to  the  nabob ;  and  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Goring  was  appointed  ibr  this  Mr.  Goring's  answer  to  this  requisitioii  of 

purpose.  the  board  is  as  follows : 

The  preceding  facts  are  stated  to  the  house,  *'  In  compliance  with  jour  orders,  to  rzplaio 

not  as  the  foundation  of  an  inquiry  into  the  the  delivery  of  the  paper  containing  an  aoooum 

conduct  of  the  begum,  but  as  they  lead  to,  and  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  I  am  to  inform  yoo 

•TB  thereibre  necessary  to  explain  by  what  it  took  its  rise  firom  a  message  sent  me  by  She 

means  a  discoTery  was  made  of  a  sum  of  mo-  begom,  requesting  I  would  interest  mjrseh 

ney  given  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings.  with  tiie  nabob,  to  hare  Akbar  Ally  Khdn 

Mr.  Goring's  first  letter  from  the  city,  dat-  released  to  her  for  a  few  hours,  having  some- 
ed  17th  May,  1775,  menti<Mis,  among  other  thing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  me,  on 
particulars,  the  young  nabob's  joy  at  being  whidi  she  wished  to  consult  him.  Thinking 
delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Munny  Begum ;  the  service  might  be  benefitted  by  it,  I  accor- 
the  mean  and  indigent  state  of  omfinement  in  diagly  <fosired  the  nabob  would  be  pleased  to 
which  he  was  kept  by  her ;  the  distress  of  his  deliver  him  to  my  charge,  engaging  to  return 
mother ;  and  that  he  had  tpld  Mr.  Goring,  him  the  same  ni^t ;  which  I  did.— I  heard 
that  the  "  begum's  eunuch  had  instructed  the  no  more  till  next  (by,  when  the  begum  request- 
■ervants  not  to  suffer  him  to  learn  any  thing  ed  to  see  his  excellency  and  myself,  desiring 
by  which  he  might  make  himself  acquainted  Akbar  Ally  might  attood. 
with  business  :"  and  be  adds,  ''  Indeed  I  be-  "  On  our  first  meeting,  she  entered  into  a 
lieve  there  is  <great  truth  in  it,  as  his  exoellen-  long  detail  of  her  administration,  endeavour- 
cy  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  almost  every  thing  ing  to  represent  it  in  the  lairest  li^t ;  at  last 
a  man  of  his  rank  ought  to  know ;  not  from  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me,  my  urgent 
a  want  of  understanding,  but  of  being  proper-  and  repeated  rem<Mistranoes  to  her  to  be  in- 
ly educated."  formed  bow  the  balance  arose,  of  which  I  waa 

On  the  21st  of  May,  Mr.  Goring  transmit-  to  inquire,  induced  her  from  memory  to  say 

ted  to  the  govemour-general  and  council  an  what  she  had  herself  given ;  then  mentioning 

account  of  sums  given  by  the  begum,  undw  the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to  the  govemour, 

h^  seal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Goring  by  the  na-  to  feast  him  whilst  he  staid  there  ;  and  a  lack 

bob,  in  her  apartments.     The  account  is  as  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Middleton,  by  the  hands  of 

follows  :  Baboo  Begum.    As  I  looked  on  this  no  more 

than  a  matter  of  conversation,  I  arosrto  de- 

MEMOR  ANDUM  of  disbursements  to  En-  part,  but  was  detained  by  the  begum's  request- 

glish  gentlemen,  from  the  nabob's  sircar,  in  ing  the  nabob  to  come  to  her ;  a  scene  of  weep- 

the  Bengal  year  1179.  ing  and  complaint  then  began,  which  made 


Saal  of  Moony  B«« 
gum,  mother  of  th« 
nabob  Nodjuf  nl  Dow* 
Uh,  dccoMd. 


me  still  more  impatient  to  be  g(me ;  and  I  re- 
peatedly sent  to  his  excellency  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  he  at  last  came  out,  and  delivered  me 
a  paper  I  sent  you,  declaring  it  was  given 
him  by  the  begum  to  be  delivered  me." 
To  the  govemour,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  Munny  Begum  also  wrote  a  letter  to  General 

an  entertainment        -        -  1,50,000    Clavering  in  which  shediroctly  asserts  the  same. 

To  Mr.  Middleton,  on  account  of  an  «  Mr.  Goring  has  pressed  me  on  the  sub- 

agreement  entered  into  by  Baboo  ject  of  the  balances ;  in  answer  to  which  1 

Begum  -  -        -         1,50,000     informed  him,  that  all  the  particulars  being  on 

— ^—     record,  would,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry, 

Rupees  3,00,000    appear  from  the  papers.    He  accordingly  re- 

""-—     ceived  from  the  nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah  a 

list  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  given  to  the  gov- 

When  this  paper  was  delivered,  the  gov-    emour  and  Mr.  Middleton.     I  now  send  yon 

ernour-general    moved,    that   Mr.    Goring     enclosed  a  list  of  the  dates  when  it  was  pre- 

might  be  asked.  How  he  came  by  it?  and,  on    sented  and  through  whose  means,  which  yoo 

what  aeeourU  thU  partial  aeieetion  woe  made  by    will  receive." 

him  7  Also,  that  the  begum  should  be  desired        The  govemour-general  then  desired  that  the 
10  ssplotn  ih»  mim  laid  to  hie  charge;  and  that    fbUowing questions  migfatbepropoaod  to  the ba« 
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gum  by  Mr.  Martin,  then  resident  at  the  Dur-  In  this  answer,  the  accounts  given  to  Mr. 

bar.  Goring  she  asserts  to  be  genuine.     Thej  ara 

1st.  Was  any  application  made  to  you  for  explained,  in  all  the  particulars,  bj  all  the  sao- 

.e  account,  whidi  you  have  delivered,  of  retaries  and  clerks  in  oflke.     Tliey  are  so* 

iuree  lacks  of  rupees,  said  to  have  been  paid  cured  under  Mr.  Goring*s  seal.    To  them  ah* 

to  the  govemonr  and  Mr.  Middleton,  or  did  refers  for  every  thing ;  to  them  she  refers  for 

you  deliver  the  account  of  your  own  free  will,  the  three  lacks  of  rupees  given  to  Mr.  Hast* 

and  unsolicited  ?  ings  and  Mr.  Middleton.     It  is  impossible  tc 

2d.  In  what  manner  was  the  application  combine  together  a  clearer  body  of  proof,  com- 

viade  to  you ;  and  by  whom  ?  posed  of  record  of  office  and  verbal  testimony, 

Sd.  On  what  account  was  the  sum  of  one  mutually    supporting   and    illustrating  each 

and  a  half  lacks  given  to  the  govemour-gene-  other. 

ral,  which  you  have  laid  to  his  account  ?  Was  The  house  will  observe,  that  the  receipts  oi 

it  in  consequence  of  any  requisition  from  him,  the  money  is  indirectly  admitted  by  one  ot 

or  of  any  previous  agreement,  or  of  any  es-  the  governour's  own  questions  to  Munny  Be- 

tablished  usage  ?  gum. 

The  govemour-general  objected  strongly  to  If  the  money  was  not  received,  it   wonid 

Mr.  Goring's  being  present  when  the  questions  have  been  absurd  to  ask,  on  Ufhat  account  it 

were  put  to  the  begum ;  but  it  was  insisted  on  toot  given  ?  Both  the  question  and  the  answer 

by  the  nnjority,  uid  it  was  resolved  accord-  relate  to  some  established  usage,  the  appeal 

ingly,  that  he  ought  to  be  present.     The  rea-  to  which  might  possibly  be  used  to  justify  the 

soas  on  bo'-h  sidra  will  best  appear  by  the  acceptance  of  the  money,  if  it  was  accepted ; 

copy  of  the  debate,  inserted  in  the  appendix,  but  would  be  superfluous,  and  no  way  applica> 

The  begum*s  answer  to  the  preceding  ques-  ble  to  the  charge,  if  the  money  was  never 

tioDS,  addressed  to  the  govemour-general  and  given. 

council,  where  it  touched  the  substance,  was  On  this  point,  your  committee  will  only 

as  follows  :  add,  that  in  all  the  controversy  between  Mr. 

"  The  case  is  this :  Mr.  Goring,  on  his  ar-  Hastings  and  the  majority  of  the  council,  he 

rival  here,  aetsed  off  the  papen,  and  eeeured  no  where  deniei  the  receipt  of  this  money, ^^ 

them  under  hie  teal;  and  all  the  tnutteddi^  In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the 

[derltM  or  aeeountants]  attended  him^  and  e4^-  Slst  of  July,  1775,  he  says,  that  the  begum 

pimined  to  him  all  the  particulare  of  them.~—  was  compelled,  by  the  ill  treatment  of  one  of 

Mr.  Goring  inquired  of  me  concerning  the  her  servants,  which  he  calls  a  epeciee  <ff  lar» 

arrears  due  to  the  sepoys,  &c.  observing  that  ture,  to  deliver  the  paper  to  Mr.  Goring ;  but 

Che  nizamut  and  bhela  money  [nabob*s  allow-  he  no  where  affirms,  that  the  contents  of  th# 

aoce]  was  received  from  the  company  ;  from  paper  were  false. 

whence  then  could  the  balance  arise?      I  On    this  conduct,    the  majority    remark. 

Bade  answer,  that  the  sum  was  not  adequate  **  We  confess  it  appears  very  extraordinary, 

to  the  expenses.    Mr.  Goring  then  asked,  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  employ  so  much 

what  are  those  expenses  which  exceed  the  sum  time  and  labour  to  show  that  the  discoveries 

received  from  the  company  ?   I  replied,  all  against  him  have  been  obtained  by  improper 

Ae  particulare  unU  be  found  in  thepapere,~^  means,  but  that  he  should  take  no  step  what- 

The  affair  of' the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  on  oe-  soever  to  invtUidate  the  truth  of  them.    He 

cpimf  of  enterteunment  for  the  gooemour  and  does  not  deny  the  receipt  of  the  money  ;  the 

Mr,  Middleton  J  has  been,  I  am  told,  related  begum*s  answers  to  the  questions,  put  to  her 

to  you  by  Rajah  Gourdass ;  besides  which,  at  his  own  desire,  make  it  impossible  that  he 

there  are  many  other  expenses,  which  will  ap-  should  deny  it.    It  seems,  he  has  formed  some 

pear  from  the  papers.    As  the  custom  of  en-  plan  ofdefence  against  this  and  similar  charges, 

tertaiunent  is  of  longstanding,  and  according-  which  he  thinks  will  avail  him  in  the  court  of 

Iv  every  govemour  of  Calcutta,  who  came  to  justice,  and  which  it  would  be  imprudent  in 

Moorshedabad,  received  a  daily  sum  of  two  him  to  anticipate  at  this  time.     If  he  haa 

loonsand  rupees  for  entertainment,  which  was  not  received  the  money,  we  see  no  reason 

ia  fact  instead  of  provisions ;  and  the  lack  for   such    a    guarded    and   cautious  method 

and  an  half  of  rupees,  laid  to  Mr.  Middleton*!  of  proceeding.      An   innocent   man   woaU 

oiarite,  was  apreeent  on  account  of  an  agree^  take    a    shorter    and    easier    course.      He 

w^ent  entered  into  fry  the  Bhow  Begum,  I  [horer  would  voluntarily  exculpate  himself  by  hia 

fere  affixed  my  seal  to  the  account,  and  forward-  oath.** 

•d  it  to  Mr.  Qoring  by  means  of  the  nabob."  Your  committee  entertain  doubts  whether 
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the  refusal  to  exculpate  bj  oath  can  be  used  he  should  assuredly  represent  it."    Here  Urn 

as  a  circumstance  to  infer  any  presumption  of  payments  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully  admitted^ 

guilt.     But  where  the  charge  is  direct,  speci-  and  excused  as  agreeable  to  usage,  and  for 

fie,  circumstantial,  supported  by  papers  and  keeping  a  table.    The  present  to  Mr.  Middle- 

rerbal  testimony,  made  before  his  lawful  supe-  ton  is  justified  as  a  free  gift.     The  paper  pr(H 

riours,  to  whom  he  was  accountable,  by  per-  duced  by  Mr.  Scott  is  not  referred  to  by  your 

sons  competent  to  charge ;  if  innocent,  he  was  committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show  that 

obliged  at  least  to  oppose  to  it  a  clear  and  for-  it  does  not  prove  what  it  is  produced  to  prore. 

roal  denial  of  the  fact,  and  to  make  a  demand  Tour  committee,  on  reading  the  paper  do- 

for  inquiry.    But  if  he  does  not  deny  the  fiict,  livered   in  by  Mr.    Scott   as  a  translatioa, 

and  eludes  inquiry,  just  presumptions  will  be  perceive  it  to  be  written  in  a  style  which  they 

raised  against  him.  conceived  was  little  to  be  expected  in  a  laitli- 

Tour  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom  ful  translation  from  a  Persian  original,  being 

of  a  mode  of  corruption,  deep  and  dangerous  full  of  quaint  terms  and  idiomatic  phrases, 

in  the  act  and  the  example,  being  infomed  that  which  strongly  bespeak  English  habits  in  the 

Mr.  Goring  was  in  London,  resolved  to  ex-  way  of  thinking,  and  of  English  peculiaritief 

amine  him  upon  the  subject.    Mr.  Goring  and  affectaticms  in  the  expression.     Struck 

not  only  agreed  with  all  the  foregoing  particu-  with  these  strong  internal  marks  of  a  siispi- 

lars,  but  even  produced  to  your  committee,  cious  piece,  they  turned  to  the  Persian  manu* 

what  he  declared  to  be  the  original  Persian  script  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber, 

papers  in  his  hands,  delivered  from  behind  the  and  comparing  it  with  Mr.  Goring  s  paperii 

curtain,  through  the  nabob  himself;  who,  hav-  they  found  the  latter  carefully  sealed   upon 

ing  privilege  as  a  son-in-law,  to  enter  the  wo-  every  leaf,  as  they  believe  is  the  practice  uoi> 

men's  apartment,  received  them  from  Munny  versal  in  all  authentic  pieces.     They  found  on 

Begum,  as  authentic ;    the  woman  all  the  the  former  no  seal  or  signature  whatsoever, 

while  lamenting  the  loss  of  her  power  with  either  at  the  top  or  bottom  of  the  scroll.     This 

many  tears,  and  much  vociferation.     She  ap-  circumstance  of  a  want  of  signature  not  only 

pears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discovery  takes  away  all  authority  fix>m  the  piece  as  eri- 

of  the  above  practices,  in  order  to  clear  her-  dence,  but  strongly  confirmed  the  suspicions 

self  of  the  notorious  embezzlement  of  the  na-  entertained  by  your  committee,  on  reading  ths 

bob's  effects.  translation  of  unwarrantable  practices  in  the 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and  whole  conduct  of  this  business,  even  if  the 

Mr.  ^aber  on  this  subject,  they  also  produced  translation  should  be  found  substantially  to 

a  Persian  pa|>er,  which  Mr.  Baber  said  he  re-  agree  with  the  original,  such  an  original  as  it 

ceived  from  the  hands  of  a  servant  of  Munny  is.     The  Persian  roll  is  in  the  custody  of  the 

Begum ;  and  along  with  it  a  paper,  purport-  clerk  of  your  committee  for  further  examina- 

ing  to  be  a  translation  into  English  of  the  tion. 

Persian  original.    In  the  paper  given  as  the  Mr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott,  being  examined 

translation,  Munny  Begum  is  made  to  allege  on  these  material  defects  in  the  authenticalness 

many  matters  of  Wdship  and  cruelty  against  of  a  paper,  produced  by  them  as  authentic, 

Mr.  Goring,  and  an  attempt  to  compel  her  to  could  give  no  sort  of  account  how  it  happened 

make  out  a  &lso  account ;  but  does  not  at  all  to  be  without  a  signature ;  nor  did  Mr.  B»> 

deny  the  giving  the  money— -very  far  from  it.  her  explain  how  he  came  to  accept,  and  use  it 

She  is  made  to  assert,  indeed  "  that  Mr.  Gor-  on  that  condition. 

ing  desired  her  to  put  down  three  lacks  of  ru-  On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceire, 

pees,  as  divided  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  that  all  the  parts  of  the  transaction,  as  they 

Middleton.    I  begged  to  be  excused ;  observing  appear  in  the  company's  records,  are  consis- 

to  him,  that  this  money  had  neither  been  ten-  tent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  each  other, 

dered  or  accepted  with  any  criminal  or  impro-  The  court  of  directors  order  the  president 

per  view."    Afler  some  lively  expressions  in  and  council  to  appoint  a  minister  to  transact 

the  European  manner,  she  says,  "  that  it  had  the  political  affairs  of  the  government,  and  to 

been  customary  to  furnish  a  table  fOT  the  gov-  select,  for  that  purpose,  some  person  well 

emour  and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  to 

court.     With  respect  to  the  sum  mentioned  be  the  minitter  of  the  government.    Mr.  Hast- 

to  Mr.  Middleton,  it  was  a  free  gift  from  my  ings  selects  for  the  minister,  so  described,  and 

omk  privy  puree.  Purburam  replied,  he  under-  so  qualified,  a  woman  locked  up  in  a  seraglio, 

stood  this  money  to  be  paid  to  these  gentlemen.  He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  guaidiaa  to  tho 

M  %  gratuity  for  aeeret  eervieea;  and  as  such  nabob's  minority.    Mr.  Hastingii  passes  bf 
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iif  natural  parent,  and  appoints  another  wo-  law,  to  be  institated  in  the  supreme  court  of 

nan.     These  acts  would,  of  themselves,  have  judicature  in  Bengal." 

been  liable  to  suspicion ;  but  a  great  de6ciency  Tour  committee  do  not  find  that  the  coT»- 

or  embezzlement  soon  appears  in  this  woman's  nants  have  been  sent,  or  that  an  j  prosecotioo 

aoeount.    To  exculpate  herself,  she  volunta-  has  been  begun. 

rily  declares,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  A  vast  scene  of  further  peculation  and  cnr- 

to  Mr.  Hastings :— who  never  once  denies  the  mption,  as  well  in  this  business  as  in  several 

receipt.     The  account  given  by  the  principal  other  instances,  appears  in  the  evidence  of  the 

living  witness  of  the  transaction,  in  his  evi-  Rajah  Nundcomar.     That  evidence,  and  all 

dsoca,  is  perfectly  coherent  and  consistent  the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered  in 

with  the  recorded  part.  The  original  accounts,  the  appendix.    It  was  Uie  last  evidence  of  the 

alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  kind.     The  informant  was  hanged.     An  at^ 

were  produced  by  him,  properly  sealed  and  tempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  indict 

authenticated.   Nothing  is  opposed  to  all  this,  him  for  a  conspiracy  :  this  failing  of  effect, 

bot  a  paper  without  signature,  and  therefore  another  prosecutor  appeared  for  an  offence 

of  no  authority,  attended  with  a  translation  of  not  connected  with  these  charges.     Nundco- 

i  rery  extraordinary  appearance ;  and  this  mar,  the  object  of  that  charge,  was  executed 

paper,  in  apologizing  for  it,  confirms  the  fact  at  the  very  crisis  of  the  inquiry  for  an  offence 

Wyonid  a  doubt.  of  another  nature,  not  capital  by  the  laws  of 

Finally,  your  committee  examined  the  prin-  the  country.  As  long  as  it  appeared  safe, 
dpal  living  witness  of  the  transaction,  and  several  charges  were  made  (which  are  insert- 
fad  his  endence  consistent  with  the  record,  ed  at  large  in  the  appendix ;)  and  Mr.  Hast- 
Toor  committee  received  the  original  accounts  ings  and  Mr.  Harwell  seemed  apprehensive 
lUeged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  of  many  more.  General  Clavering,  Colonel 
properly  sealed  and  authenticated ;  and  find  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declared,  in  a  mi- 
oppoaed  to  them,  nothing  Init  a  paper  without  nute  entered  on  the  consultations  of  the  6th 
a  signature,  and  therefore  of  no  authority,  at-  May,  1775,  that,  "  in  the  late  proceedings  of 
tended  with  a  translation  of  a  very  extraordi-  the  revenue  board,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
■ary  appearance.  no  species  of  peculation,  from  which  the  hon- 

In  Europe,  the  directors  ordered  opinions  ourable  govemour-general  has  thought  proper 

to  be  taken  on  a  prosecution ;  they  received  to  abstam.*'    A  charge  of  offences  of  so  hei- 

CDe  doubtful,  and  three  positively  for  it.  nous  a  nature,  so  rery  extensive,  so  very  de- 

They  write,  in  their  letter  of  5th  February,  liberate,  made  on  record  by  persons  of  great 

1777,  paragraph  32  and  33 :  "  Although  it  is  weight,  appointed  by  act  of  parliament — his 

rather  our  wish  to  prevent  evils  in  future  than  associates  in  the  highest  trust ;  a  charge  made 

to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection  of  the  past,  at  his  own  board,  to  his  own  face,  and  trans- 

and,  where  facts  are  doubtful,  or  attended  with  mitted  to  their  common  superiours,  to  whom 

aUeriating  circumstances,  to  proceed  with  len-  they  were  jointly  and  severally  accotmtable  ; 

i^,  rather  than  to  prosecute  with  rigour ;  yet  -—this  was  not  a  thing  to  be  passed  over  by 

tome  of  the  cases  are  so  flagrantly  corrupt,  Mr.  Hastings ;  still  less  ought  it  to  have  per- 

ttd  others  attended  with  circumstances  so  uhed  in  otlMr  hands.    It  ought  to  have  been 

eppreasire  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  brought  to  an  immediate  and  strict  discussion, 

mjat  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unpun-  (General Clavering,  Colonel  Mons(»,and  Mr. 

iahed.    The  principal  facts  have  been  commu-  Francis,  ought  to  have  been  punished  for  a 

ueated  to  our  solicitor,*  whose  report,  con-  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it  had  been.— 

irmed  by  oar  standing  council,  we  send  you  If  the  accusation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 

bj  the  present  conveyance ;  authorizing  you,  was  very  unfit  for  the  high  office  of  governour- 

at  tiie  same  time,  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  general,  or  for  any  office.   * 

wppeu  proper  to  be  pursued.  Afler  this  comprehensive  account  by  his 

"  If  we  find  it  necessary,  we  shall  return  colleagues,  of  the  govemour-generars  con- 

foa  the  original  covenants  of  such  of  our  ser-  duct,  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to  the  particu* 

vants  as  remain  in  India,  and  have  been  any-  lars,  and  they  produced  the  case  of  a  corrupt 

iHm  eoooemed  in  the  undue  receipt  of  money,  bargain  of  Mr.  Hastings's  concerning  the  dit- 

h  order  to  enable  you  to  recover  the  same  for  position  of  office.    This  transaction  is  here 

tlw  use  of  the  company  by  a  suit  or  suits  at  stated  by  your  committee  in  a  very  concise 

. .  manner,  being  on  this  occasion  merely  inteod- 

•  mejative  to  "»» <^».  chw^  Sf iSSc'^  ed  to  point  out  to  the  house  the  absolute  ne- 

ilnSS^\Xi^  '"*   '^  c«it?;  which,  in  their  opinion.  «i.t.,  ftr 


06  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

another  sor;  of  inquirj  into  the  corrnptions  of  can  be  redressed,  and  the  company  mfomiad 

men  in  power  in  India,  than  hitherto  has  been  of  the  conduct  of  their  senrants.*' 

{rarsued.  The  proceedings  may  be  found  at  To  these  sentiments  Colonel  Monton  and 
arge  in  the  appendix.  Mr.  Francis  adhered.  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
A  complaint  was  made  that  Mr.  Hastings  it  more  safe,  on  principles  similar  to  thoaa 
had  sold  the  office  of  phouzedar  of  Hughly  to  assumed  by  Mr.  Barwell,  to  refuse  to  hear  th« 
a  person  called  KhAn  Jehan  Khftn  on  a  cor-  charge ;  but  he  resenred  his  remarks  on  this 
rupt  agreement;  which  was,  that  from  his  transaction,  because  they  will  be  eqallyappli- 
emoluments  of  7t,000  rupees  a  year,  he  was  cable  to  nua^  otherSf  fohickf  in  the  ansrte  of 
to  pay  to  the  goTemour»general  36,000  rupees  this  bunnet$f  are  Ukdy  to  be  brought  b^ore  the 
annually ;  anid  to  his  banyan,  CantO  BabO,  board.  There  appeared  therefore  to  him,  a 
4,000  more.  The  complainant  offers  to  pay  probability  that  the  charge  about  the  corrupt 
to  the  company  the  40,000  rupees,  which  were  bargain  Mras  no  more  than  the  commencement 
corruptly  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  con-  of  a  whole  class  of  such  accusations  ;  since 
tent  himself  with  the  allowance  of  3S,000.  he  was  of  opinion  (and  what  is  very  extra- 
Mr.  Hastings  was,  if  on  any  occasion  of  his  ordinary,  previous  to  any  examination)  that 
life,  strongly  called  upon  to  bring  this  matter  the  same  remarks  would  be  applicable  to  sere- 
to  the  more  distinct  issue ;  and  Mr.  Barwell,  ral  of  those  which  were  to  follow.  He  raiiit 
who  supported  his  administration,  and  as  such  suppose  this  class  of  charges  very  uniform,  as 
ought  to  have  been  tender  for  his  honour,  was  well  as  very  extensive, 
bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,  The  majority,  however,  pressed  their  point ; 
if  his  enemies  should  be  ungenerous  enou^  to  and,  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  all  id- 
countenance  such  an  accusation,  without  per-  quiry,  as  he  was  supported  only  by  Mr.  Bar- 
mitting  it  to  be  detected  and  exposed.  But  well,  the  question  for  it  was  carried.  He  waa 
the  course  they  held  was  directly  contrary,  then  desired  to  name  a  day  for  the  appearance 
They  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  of  the  accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inqui- 
complaint,  in  which  they  obstinately  perse-  ry.  Though  baffled  in  his  attempt  to  stop 
vered,  as  far  as  their  power  went.  Mr.  Bar-  the  inquiry  in  the  first  stage,  Mr.  Hastings 
well  was  of  opinion,  that  the  company's  in-  made  a  second  stand ;  he  seems  here  to  have 
structions  to  inquire  into  peculation  were  recollected  something  inherent  in  his  own  of^ 
intended  for  the  public  interests ;  that  it  could  fice,  that  put  the  matter  more  in  his  own  power 
not  forward  the  public  interests  to  enter  into  than  at  first  he  had  imagined ;  for  he  speaks 
these  inquiries ;  and  that  "  he  never  would  in  a  positive  and  commanding  tone ,  *'  I  virill 
be  a  channel  of  aspersing  any  character,  while  not  (says  his  minute)  name  a  day  (or  Mir 
it  cannot  conduce  to  the  good  of  government."  Zin  ul  ab  Dien  to  appear  before  the  board ; 
—Here  was  a  new  mode  of  reasoning  found  nor  vnU  I  e^ffer  him  to  appear  before  the 
out  by  Mr.  Barwell,  which  might  subject  all  board." 

inquiry  into  peculation  to  the  discretion  of  the  The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  car- 
very  persons  charged  with  it.  By  that  rea-  ried.  It  was  declared  fit  to  inquire ;  but  there 
soning,  all  orders  of  his  superiours  were  at  his  was,  according  to  him,  a  power  which  might 
mercy ;  and  he  actually  undertook  to  set  aside  prevent  the  appearance  of  witnesses.  On  the 
those  commands,  which,  by  an  express  act  of  general  policy  of  obstructing  such  inquirios, 
parliament  he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  his  opin-  Mr.  Francis,  on  a  motion  to  that  effect,  made 
ion  of  what  would,  or  would  not,  conduce  to  a  sound  remark,  which  cannot  fail  of  giving 
the  good  of  government.  On  his  principles,  rise  to  very  serious  thoughts ;  "  that,  suppos- 
he  either  totally  annihilates  the  authority  of  ing  it  agreed  among  ourselves,  that  the  board 
the  ao^  of  parliament,  or  he  entertains  so  ex-  shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  compkunta 
travagant  a  supposition,  as  that  the  court  of  a  member  of  it,  a  case  or  cases  may  hereafler 
directors  possessed  a  more  absolute  autho-  happen,  in  which,  by  a  reciprocal  complaisance 
rity,  when  their  orders  were  not  intended  for  to  each  other,  our  respective  misconduct  may 
the  public  good,  than  when  they  were.  be  effectually  screened  fi'om  inquiry  :  and  the 
General  Clavering  was  of  a  different  opin-  company,  whose  interest  is  concerned,  or  the 
ion  :  he  thought,  '*  ho  should  be  wanting  to  parties,  who  may  have  reason  to  complain  of 
the  legislature,  and  te  the  court  of  directors,  any  one  member  individually,  may  be  left 
if  he  was  not  to  receive  the  complaints  of  the  without  remedy." 

inhabitants,  when  properly  authenticated,  and        Mr.  Barwell  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that 

to  prefer  them  to  the  board  for  investigation,  gentleman,  nor  of  the  maker  of  the  mdtioii, 

ti  the  only  means  by  which  these  grievances  General  Clavering,  nor  of  Mr.  MontoOi  whc 
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Mipported  it.    He  enterUini  lentiments,  ^th  rection  of  the  abuse,  and  even  reasons  strong 

regard  to  the  orders  of  the  directors  in  this  enough  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  require  the 

particular,  peiiectly  correspondent  with  those  directors  instantly  to  address  for  the  removal 

which  he  had  given  against  the  original  in-  of  a  govemour^general.    The  opposition  of 

qotry.     He  says,  <*  though  it  may  in  some  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell  proved  as  in* 

litue  degree  save  the  govemour-general  firom  effectual  in  this  stage  as  the  former  ;  and  a 

persooal   insult — where  there  is  no  judicial  day  was  named  by  the  majority  for  the  attend- 

power  lodged,  that  of  inquisition  can  never  ance  of  the  party. 

answer  any  good  purpose.**  This  is  doctrine  The  day  following  this  deliberation,  on  the 
of  a  most  extraordinary  nature  and  tendency  ;  assembling  of  the  council,  the  govemour-gene- 
aad,  as  your  committee  conceive,  contrary  to  ral,  Mr.  Hastings,  said,  **  He  would  not  sit 
svsry  sound  principle  to  be  observed  in  the  to  be  confrtMited  by  such  accusers,  nor  to  n^h 
eoostitution  of  judicatures  and  inquisitions,  a  Judicial  mquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board, 
The  power  of  inquisition  ought  rather  to  be  of  which  ho  is  the  president."  As  on  the  for- 
vhoUy  separated  from  the  judicial,  the  former  mer  occasions,  he  declares  the  board  dissolved, 
being  a  previous  step  to  the  latter,  which  re-  As  on  the  former  oocasicnis,  the  majority  did 
ffurta  other  rules  and  methods ;  and  ought  not  admit  his  claim  to  this  power,  they  pro- 
sot,  if  possible,  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  ceeded,  in  his  absence,  to  examine  the  accuser 
The  rest  of  his  minute  (contained  in  the  ap-  and  witnesses.  Their  proceedings  are  in  af^ 
poidix)  is  filled  with  a  censure  on  the  native  pendix  K. 

ishabitants  ;  with  reflections  on  the  ill-conse*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  during  thb  trans- 

qnences  which  would  arise  firom  an  attention  action  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n,  the  party,  with 

ie  their  complaints  ;  and  with  an  assertion  of  whom  the  corrtipt  agreement  was  maide,  de- 

ifae  authority  of  the  supreme  court,  as  super-  dined  an  attendance  under  excuses,  which  the 

•rdjng  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  such  in-  majority  thought  pretences  for  delay,  though 

fnries  in  council.    With  regard  to  his  prin-  they  used  no  compulsory  methods  towards  his 

ciples  relative  to  the  natives  and  their  com-  appearance ;  at  length,  however,  he  did  appear, 

pbiots,  if  they  are  admitted,  they  are  of  a  and  then  a  step  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings 

tendency    to  cut  off  the  very   principle  of  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  after  the  steps 

ledress.     The  existence  of  the  supreme  court,  which  he  had  taken  before,  and  the  declara- 

tt  a  means  of  relief  to  the  natives  under  all  tions  with  which  those  steps  had  been  accom- 

oppressioos,  is  held  out  to  qualify  a  refusal  to  panied.    Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  absdutely 

hear  in  the  council.    On  the  same  pretence,  refused  to  be  present  in  the  foregoing  part  of 

Mr.  HastingB  holds  up  the  authority  of  the  same  the  proceeding,  appeared  with  t^hAn  Jehan 

tribunal.     But   this  and   other  proceedings  Kh^.    And  now  the  affair  took  another  turn ; 

iImw  abundantly  of  what  efficacy  that  court  other  obstructions  were  raised.    General  Cla- 

itas  been  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  people  vering  said,  that  the  informations  hitherto  ta^ 

of  Bengal.    A  person  in  delegated  authority  ken  had  proceeded  upon  oath.     Kh&n  Jehan 

refuses  a  satisfaction  to  his  superiours,  throw-  Kh&n    had   previously  declared    to  Genera 

lag  himself  on  a  court  of  justice,  and  suppo-  Clavering  his  readiness  to  be  so  examined  ; 

ses  that  nothing,  but  what  judicially  appears  but,  when  called  upon  by  the  board,  he  changed 

against  him,  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.    But  his  mind,  and  alleged  a  delicacy,  relative  to 

even  in  this  Mr.  Hastings  fails  in  his  appli-  his  rank,  with  regard  to  the  oath.    In  this 

cation  of  his  principle ;  for  the  majority  of  the  scruple  he   was  strongly  supported  by   Mr. 

council  were  undoubtedly  competent  to  order  Hastings.    He  and  Mr.  BarweU  went  further ; 

a  prosecution    against  him    in  the    supreme  they  contended,  that  tho  council  had  no  right 

court,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  without  to  administer  an  oath.    They  must  have  been 

1  previous  inquiry.      But  their  inquiry  had  very  clear  in  that  opinion,  when  they  resisted 

other  objects.      No  private  accuser  might  the  examination  on  oath  of  the  very  person, 

choose  to  appear.    The  party,  who  was  the  who,if  he  could  safely  swear  to  Mr.  Hastings's 

sukyect  of  the  pecuUtion,  might  be  (as  here  innocence,  owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  patron  not 

is  stated)  the  accomplice  in  it.    No  popular  to  refuse  it  f  and  of  the  payment  of  this  debt 

action,  or  popular  suit,  was  provided  by  the  it  was  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not  only 

charter,  under  whose  authority  the  court  was  to  enforce  but   to  support   the  absolute  re* 

ins:ituted.    In  any  event,  a  suit  might  fail  in  fusal. 

Jie  court  tor  the  punishment  of  an  actor  in  Although  the  majority  did  not  acquiesce  in 

IB  abuse,  tar  want  of  the  strictest  legal  proof,  this  doctrine,  they  appeared  to  have  doubts  of 

wlucb  Bii^t  vet  furnish  matter  for  the  cor  the  prudence  of  enforcbg  it  b}  violent  means ; 


98  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

but,  ooHtraing  bis  refusal  into  •  disposition  to  remabed  in  an  unpleasant  situation.    But  1m 

screen  the  peculations  of  the  goremooi^gene-  bore  his  misfortune,  it  seems,  patiently,  widi 

ral,  they  treated  him  as  guilty  of  a  contempt  a  confidence  in  their  justice  (or  his  fu^re  r»- 

cf  their  board,  dismised  him  from  the  service,  lief.    He  says,  **  whalever  eril  may  fiU  the 

and  recommended  another  (not  the  accuser)  long  tnlerva/,  which  may  precede  it.** — That 

to  his  office.  intenral  he  has  taken  care  to  make  long  enoa^; 

The  reasons  on  both  sides  appear  in  the  ap-  for  near  eight  years  are  now  elapsed,  and  he 

pendix.    Mr.  Hastings  accuses  them  bitterly  has  not  yet  taken  the  smallest  stq>  towardi 

of  injustice  to  himself  in  considering  the  re-  giring  to  the  court  of  directors  any  ezplana- 

fiisal  of  this  person  to  swear  as  a  charge  tion  whatever ;  much  less  that  fijll  and  libera 

proved.    How  far  they  did  so,  and  under  ^>Hiat  explanation,  which  he  had  so  repeatedly  and 

iiualifications,  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  solemnly  promised. 

papers  in  the  appendix.    But  Mr.  Hastings        It  is  to  be  observed,  that  though  Mr.  Haa- 

"  thanks  God  that  they  are  not  his  judges.**  tings  talks  in  these  letters  much  of  his  integri 

His  great  hold,  and  not  without  reason,  is  the  ty,  and  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  of 

supreme  court ;  and  he  **  blesses  the  wisdom  full  explanations,  he  no  where  denies  the  fact 

of  parliament,  that  constituted  a  court  of  ju-  of  this  corrupt  traffic  of  office.    Though  be 

dicature  at  so  seasonable  a  time,  to  check  the  had  adjourned  his  defence  with  so  much  pein 

despotism  of  the  new  council.**  It  was  thought  to  himself,  to  so  very  long  a  day,  he  was  ml 

in  England,  that  the  court  had  other  objects  so  inattentive  to  the  case  of  Kbin  Jehan  Khftn, 

than  the  protection  of  the  govemour-general  as  he  has  shown  himself  to  his  own.    He  had 

against  the  examinations  of  those  sent  out  been  accused  of  corruptly  reserving  to  himself 

with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  pecula-  a  part  of  the  emoluments  of  this  man's  office : 

lions  of  men  in  power.     Though  Mr.  Has-  it  was  a  delicate  business  to  handle,  whilst  hai 

tings  did  at  that  time,  and  avowedly  did,  every  defence  stood  adjourned  ;  yet,  in  a  very  short 

thing  to  prevent  any  inquiry  that  was  in-  time  af^er  a  majority  came  into  his  hands,  be 

stituted   merely  for  the  information  of  the  turned  out  the  person  appointed  by  G^eneral 

court  of  directors,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  Clavering,   &c.  and  replaced  the  Yery  man 

thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  own  proceed-  with  whom  he  stood  accused  of  the  corrupt 

tngs.  bargain ;  what  was  worse,  he  had  been  charged 

It  was  evident,  that  to  them,  his  and  Mr.  with  originally  turning  out  another,  to  make 

Barbell's  reasonings  would  not  appear  very  room  for  this  man.    The  whole  is  put  in  strong 

respectful  or  satisfactory ;  he  therefore  promi-  terms  by  the  then  majority  of  the  council ; 

ses  to  give  them  full  satisfaction,  at  some  fu-  where,  afW  charging  him  with  every  species 

ture  time.    In  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  Sep-  of  peculation,  they  add,  "  we  believe,   the 

tember,  1775,  he  reiterates  a  former  dedara^  proofs  of  his  appropriating  four  parts  in  seven 

tion,  and  assures  them  of  his  resolution  to  this  of  the  salary,  with  which  the  company  is 

purpose  in  the  strongest  terms.    I  now  agrnn  charged  for  the  phousdar  (^ Hurley,  are  such 

recur  to  the  declaration  which  I  have  before  as,  whether  sufficient  or  not  to  convict  him  in 

made,  that  it  is  my  fixed  determination  to  carry  a  court  of  justice,  will  not  leave  the  shadow 

UUroBy  into   erecii/um,  and  moat  fidfy  and  of  a  doubt  concerning  his  guilt  in  the  mind  of 

hberalfy   explain   every  drcunutance  qjf  my  any  unprejudiced  person. — The  salary  is  7f ,. 

conduct  on  the  pointB  tq)on  which  I  have  been  000  rupees  a  year :  the  govemour  takes  S6,- 

injurioudy  arraigned ;  and  to  afibrd  you  the  000,  and  allows  Cantoo  Baboo  four  thousand 

clearest  conviction  of  my  own  integrity,  and  more  for  the  trouble  he  submits  to  in  conducts 

of  the  propriety  of  my  motives  for  my  dedin-  ing  the  negotiation  with  the  phousdar.    This 

ing  a  present  defence  of  it.*'  also  is  tho  common  subject  of  conversation 

These  motives,  as  far  as  they  can  be  dis-  and  derision  through  the  whole  settlement.— 

covered,  where  tho  violence  of  his  adversaries,  It  is  our  firm  opinion  and  belief  that  the  phoue- 

the  interested  character  and  views  of  the  ac-  dar  of  Hughley,  a  relation  of  Mahomed  Resa 

cuser,  and  tho  danger  of  a  prosecution  in  the  Cawn,  was  turned  out  of  this  office,  merely 

supreme  court,  which  made  it  prudent  to  re-  because  his  terms  were  not  so  favoiumble  as 

serve  his  defence.    These  arguments  are  ap-  those  which  the  honourable  govemour-geneni 

plicable   to  any  charge.      Notwithstanding  has  obtained  fitxn  the  present  phousdar. 
these  reasons,  it  is  plain  by  the  above  letter,         <*  The  honourable   govnnour-general   is 

that  he  thought  himself  bound,  at  some  time  pleased  to  assert,  with  a  confidential  spirit  pe» 

or  other,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters  :  culiar  to  himself,  that  his  measures  hitherto 

tiO  he  ahoukl  do  thisi  in  his  own  opinion,  he  stand  unimpeached,  except  by  us.    We 
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mH  haw  diii  tHertioD  is  to  bo  made  good,  un*  was  innocent.    Before  he  could  summon  toree 

km  th»  moM  daring  and  ftagrant  prottUuium  councils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully 

m  wety  trameh  be  deemed  an  honour  to  his  to  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such 

administration."  conduct,  to  convince  every  body,  beyond  a 

The  whole  s^le  and  tenour  of  these  accu-  doubt,  of  his  eontciouM  guilt" 
iations,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  them,  render-        It  was  a  matter  but  of  small  consolation  to 

ed  Mr.  Hastings^s  first  postponing,  and  afler-  Mr.  Hastings,  during  the  painful  interval  he 

wards  totally  declining  all  denial,  or  even  de-  describes,  to  find  that  the  company's  learned 

fence  or  explanation,  very  extraordinary.    No  counsel  admitted  that  he  had  legal  powers,  of 

fovemour  ought  to  hear  in  silence  such  char-  which  be  made  an  use,  that  raised  an  imiver- 

ges;  and  no  court  of  directors  ought  to  have  sal  presumption  of  his  guilt, 
slept  upon  them.  Other  counsel  did  not  think  A>  favourably  of 

The  court  (^  directors  were  not  wholly  in-  the  powers  themselves.     But  this  matter  was 

attentive  to  this  business.    They  condemned  of  less  consequence,  because  a  great  difference 

his  act  as  it  deserved,  and  they  went  into  the  of  opinion  may  arise  concerning  the  extent  of 

businecs  of  his  legal  right  to  dissolve  the  official  powers,  even  among  men  professional- 

eooocil.     Their  opinions  seemed  against  it,  ly  educated,  (as  in  this  case  such  a  difference 

ttd  they  gave  precise  orders  against  the  use  did  arise)  and  well-intentioned  men  may  take 

tt  any  such  power  in  Aiture.    On  consulting  either  part.  But  the  use  that  was  made  of  it,  in 

Mr.  Sayer,  the  company's  counsel,  he  was  of  systematical  contradiction  to  the  company's 

a  diflerent  opinion  with  regard  to  the  legal  orders,  has  been  stated  in  the  ninth  report,  as 

right ;  but  he  thought,  very  properly,  that  the  well  as  in  many  others  made  by  two  of  your 

iM  of  a  right,  and  the  manner  and  purposes  committees. 
6r  which  it  was  used,  ought  not  to  have  been 

M|iarated.     What  he  thought  on  this  occasion        '^^'*'  ^£i  (Ae  Appendixes,  on^na%/>nnf- 

in  his  opinion,  transmitted  by   the  ed  with  the  foregoing  Reports,  and  which  eon- 

of  directors  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  sist,  chuifty,  of  qfficial  documents,  would  have 

l-geoeral ;  *'  but  it  was  as  great  a  crime  swelled  thas  volume  to  an  enormous  size,  it  has 

b  dissolve  the  council  upon  6ase  cmd  sinister  been  thought  proper  to  omit  them,  with  the  ex- 

wufiwf,  as  it  would  be  to  assume  the  power  ception  of  the  first  nine  numbers  of  t?ie  Appen- 

rf  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  not.    I  believe  he  dixB,  to  the  Eleventh  Report :  the  insertion 

k  tkt  Jirai  govemow  that  ever  dissolved  a  of  which  has  been  judged  necessary  for  the  elu- 

CBUDcil  inquiring  into  his  behaviour  when  he  ddation  of  the  sui^ect-matter  of  that  report 
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aarr  or  a  lxttkr  from  trk  ooTxajiouR-oxirERjLi.  to  the  court  or  directors, 

3V  tha  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  drawing  the  attention  of  Mahdajee  Sindia, 

As  Honourable  United  East-India  Com^  to  whom  that  country  immediately  appertained 

pony.  from  GeneralGoddard;  while  he  was  employed 

in  the  reduction  of  Bassein,  and  in  sectving  the 

•  Fort  WUliaa,  THh  NoT«mb«r«  I7W.  conquests  made  by  your  arms  in  Guzerat.    I 

was  desirous  to  remove  the  only  objection 
■OROURAiLE  SIRS,  whjch  has  been,  or  could  be,  ostensibly  made 
Tou  will  be  informed,  by  our  consulutions  to  the  measure,  which  I  had  very  much  at 
•f  the  t6th  of  June,  of  a  very  unusual  tender,  heart,  as  may  be  easily  conceived  fi-om  the 
which  was  made  by  me  to  the  board  on  that  means  which  1  took  to  effect  it.  For  the  rea- 
lly, tot  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  com-  sons  at  Urge,  which  induced  me  to  propose 
puy  toe  the  extraordinary  expense  which  that  diversion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to 
aigiit  be  incurred  by  supplying  the  detach-  my  minute,  recommending  it,  and  to  the  let* 
■BBt  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  ters  received  firom  General  Goddard,  near  the 
b  the  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions  same  period  of  time.  The  subject  is  now  be- 
vlttdi  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Gohed,  and  oome  obsolete,  and  all  the  (air  hopes  which  I 

Vol..  in.— 7. 
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bad  built  upon  the  prof  ecution  of  tha  Mahrat-     Cawn,  in  letters  written  bj  them  to  Mood^M 
ta  war,  of  its  terminaticm  in  a  speedy,  boooura-     Boosia,  on  the  occasion.    He  was  not  in  a 
ble,  and  advantageous  peace,  have  been  blasted     state  to  sustain  the  brunt  of  so  formidable  a 
by  the  dreadful  calamities  which  hare  be&ll-     league,  and  ostensibly  yielded.     Such  at  least 
en  your  arms,  in  the  dependencies  of  your     was  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  his  acquiescence, 
presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George ;  and  chang-     in  his  letters  to  me ;  and  his  subsequent  con- 
ed the  object  of  our  pursuit,  from  the  aggran-     duct  has  justified  his  professions.    I  was  early 
dizement  of  your  power  to  its  preservation,     and  progressively  acquainted  by  him  with  the 
My  present  reason  for  reverting  to  my  own     requisition,  and  with  the  measures  which  wera 
ccmduct  on  the  occasion  which  I  have  menti<»i-     intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by 
ed,  is  to  obviate  the  &lBe  conclusions,  or  pur-     him  upon  it.     The  army  professedly  destined 
posed  misrepresentations  which  may  be  made     for  Bengal  marched  on  the  dusserra  of  the  bfSt 
of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as     year,  corresponding  witb  the  7th  of  October, 
the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you     Instead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  Behar, 
that  the  money,  by  whatever  meanM  ii  came     which  has  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded,  bj 
into  your  pouetsion,  was  not  my  own ;  that  I     varied  deviations  and  studied  delays,  to  Cat- 
had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  tac,  where  it  arrived  late  in  May  last,  havsBf 
have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion  which  periTormed   a  practicable   journey  of   three 
prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  months  in  seven,  and  concluded  it  at  the  in- 
means  which  were  at  that  instant  afforded  me,  stant  commencement  of  the  rains,  which  of 
of  accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  proper-  course  would  preclude  ils  operations,  and  ^ 
ty  and  use  of  the  company :  and  with  this  ford  the  government  of  Berar  a  fbrther  -inter- 
brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject.  val  of  five  months  to  provide  for  the  part  whidi 

Something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  it  would  then  be  compelled  to  choose.     In  the 

appear  in  the  first  aspect  of  another  transac-  mean  time  letters  were  continually  written  by 

tion,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  relate,  and  of  the  rajah  and  his  minister  to  this  government, 

which  it  is  more  immediately  my  duty  to  in-  explanatory  of  their  situation  and  motives  ; 

form  you :— you  will  have  been  advised,  by  proposing  their  mediation  and  guarantee  lor 

repeated  addresses  of  this  government,  of  the  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the  peshwa ;  and 

arrival  of  an  army  at  Cuttac,  under  the  com-  professing,  without  solicitation  on  our  part, 

mand  of  Chimnajee  Boosia,  the  second  son  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and 

of  Moodajee  Boosia,  the  rajah  of  Berar.  the  most  determined  resolution  to  maintain  it. 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  force  have        Confbrmably  to  these  assurances,  and  the 

been  largely  explained  and  detailed  in  the  cor^  acceptance  of  a  proposal  made  by  Moodajee 

respondence  of^  the  government  of  Berar,  and  Boosia  to  depute  his  minister  to  Bengal  for 

in  various  party  of  our  consultations.     The  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  concluding  the 

minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  proposedtrcatyof  peace,  application  had  been 

bounds  of  a  letter  ;  I  shall  therefore  confine  made  to  the  peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same 

myself  to  the  principal  fact.— About  the  mid-  effect.    In  the  mean  time  the  fatal  news  ar- 

dle  of  the  last  year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  rived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at  Ccmjeverw 

formed  by  the  Nabob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  by  am.    It  now  became  necessary  that  every 

which  it  was  proposed,  that,  while  the  army  other  object  should  give  place,  or  be  made 

ofthe  Mahrattas,  under  the  command  of  Mah-  subservient,  to  the  preservation  of  the  Car- 

dajee  Sindia  and  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  was  natic ;  nor  would  the  measures  requisite  for 

employed  to  check  the  operations  of  General  that  end  admit  an  instant  of  delay.    Peace 

Goddard  in  the  west  of  India,  Hyder  Ally  with  the  Mahrattas  was  the  first  object ;  to 

Cawn  should  invade  the  Camatic ;  Mooda-  conciliate  their  alliance,  and  that  of  every 

jee  Boosia,  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  he  other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder 

himself  the  Sircars  of  Rajamundry  and  Chic-  Ally,  the  next.— Instant  measures  were  taken 

acole.  (as  our  general  advices  will  inform  you)  to 

The  government  of  Berar  was  required  to  secure  both  these  points,  and  to  employ  the 

accept  the  part  assigned  it  in  this  combination,  government  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and  {»• 

and  to  march  a  large  body  of  troops  immedi-  stniment  of  accomplishing  them.    Its  army 

ately  into  Bengal.     To  enforce  the  request  on  still  lay  on  our  borders  and  in  distress  for  a 

the  part  of  the  ruling  member  of  the  Mah-  long  arrear  of  pay ;  not  less  occasioned  by 

ratta  state,  menaces  of  instant  hostility  by  the  the  want  of  pecuniary  funds,  than  a  steppage 

combined  forces,  were  added  by  Malxbjee  of  communication.    An  application  had  beoi 

Sindia,  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  and  Nizam  Ally  made  to  us  for  a  •  ipply  of  money ;  and  the 
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■]>ecified  for  the  complete  relief  of  the 
inny  was  sixteen  lacks.     We  had  neither 
Booey  to  spare,  nor  in  the  apparent  state  of 
that  goremmeot  in  its  relation  to  ours,  would 
it  have  been  either  prudent,  or  consistent  with 
our  public  credit,  to  have  afforded  it.    It  was, 
nerertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  some 
tid  should  be  given  ;  not  less  as  a  necessary 
rtlief,  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and 
a  return  for  the  many  instances  of  substantial 
kindness,  which  we  had,  within  the  course  of 
the  list  two  years,  experienced  from  the  gov- 
ernment c^  Berar.    I  had  an  assurance  that 
mdh  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquiescence 
of  the  board ;  but  I  knew  that  it  would  not 
'  pui  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have 
Mcome  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its 
ynrpoiw.     Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the 
«q>edient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
(ovenunent  of  Berar  fi'om  evidences  of  strong- 
ar  proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  ap- 
psar  to  the  other  members  of  the  board,  I 
nsolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  re- 
ipOBsibility  of  it  upon  myself.    In  this  mode, 
a  less  considerable  sum  would  suffice :  I  ac- 
OQidiBgljr  caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be 


delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Berar 
resident  in  Calcutta :  he  has  transmitted  it  to 
Cuttac.— Two-thirds  of  this  sum  I  have  raised 
by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my 
official  accounts :  the  other  third  I  have  sup- 
plied from  the  cash  in  my  hands,  belonging  to 
the  honourable  company.  I  have  given  due 
notice  to  Moodajee  Boosla  of  this  transac- 
tion, and  explained  it  to  have  been  a  private 
act  of  my  own,  unknown  to  the  other  members 
of  the  council.  I  have  given  him  expecta- 
tions of  the  remainder  of  the  amount  required 
for  the  arrears  of  his  army,  proportioned  to 
the  extent  to  which  he  may  put  it  in  my  power 
to  propose  it  as  a  public  gratuity,  by  his  ef- 
fectual orders  for  the  recall  of  these  troops,  or 
for  their  junction  with  ours. 

I  hope  I  shall  receive  your  ^probation  of 
what  I  have  done  for  your  service,  and  your 
indulgence  for  the  length  of  this  narrative, 
which  I  could  not  comprise  within  a  narrower 
compass.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  sirs^ 
Tour  most  faithful,  d)edient  and 
Humble  servant, 

Wa&reit  HasTuror.. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  2. 


iv  Accoi72rr  or  movkt  paid  into  thb  coxPAmr'e  treasurt  bt  the  ooter- 

nOUR-OBlTERAL,   ilVCE   THE   TSAR   1773. 


May      April 

1774  to  1776.  For  interest  bonds,  cr.  .  •  .  • 

For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  court,        ... 

For  money  refunded  by  order  of  court,  Account  General 
Coote's  commission,         .  .  •  • 


1Ue«ir«d  I9tk  Mtr, 
C«Be«ll«d  loth  Jul/,  1774. 


mS-1776. 
1776—1777. 
1777—1778. 
177»-1779. 
177S— 1780. 


For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  oourt 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do* 

1780—1781.    For  bills  of  exchange  CR.        • 
For  deposits  •  • 

For  interest  bonds  at  8  per  cent* 
For  do.  4  per  cent.  • 

For  durbar  charges 


Mej,  17tt.     For  interest  bonds, 


(Errourt  acspted.) 


8,176* 
1,43,937 

8,418  CR. 
1,64,630 


43,000 
2,38,716 
4,76,600 
1,66,000 
2,82,000 


1,80,480 
1,96,800 
1,08,000 
1,43,000 
1,21,600 


-11,66,315 
36,000 


OR.    20,94,726 


HMsiklllkJaMblTII. 


JoHir  AKVit,  Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts. 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  3. 

TV  tk$  HoiuumbU  the  Secret  Committee  of  pees  was  reoeiTed  while  I  wts  on  my  jsurnej 

the  Sonourable  Cmtrt  of  JHreetara,  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  expressed  in  the 

account. 
Fort  WiilUB,  2M  May,  ITO.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  soma  hare 
H0V0U&1.BI.E  si&i,  been  expended,  the  reference  which  1  hare 
In  a  lettOT,  which  I  have  bad  the  honour  to  made  of  it  in  the  accompanjing  account,  to 
address  you  in  duplicate,  and  of  which  a  tri-  the  sereral  accounts  in  which  they  are  credit- 
plicate  accompanies  this,  dated  20th  January,  ed,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it  unne- 
1 782, 1  informed  you  that  I  had  received  the  of-  cessary ;  beside  that  those  accounts  either  hare 
fer  of  a  sum  of  money  firom  the  nabob  rizierand  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger  authen- 
his  ministers,  to  the  nominal  amount  of  ten  tication  than  any  that  I  could  give  to  mine, 
lacks  of  LucJmow  Siocas :  and  that  bills  ou  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me ;  why 
the  bouse  of  Gopaul  Doss  had  been  actually  they  were,  except  the  second,  quietly  trans- 
giyen  me  for  the  amount,  which  I  had  accep^>  ferred  to  the  company's  use ;  why  bonds  were 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  honourable  company ;  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ;  might, 
and  I  promised  to  account  with  you  (or  the  were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  riew  of 
same  as  soon  as  it  should  be  in  my  power,  the  public,  furnish  a  rariety  of  conjectures,  to 
afler  the  whole  sum  had  come  into  my  posses-  which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.   Wore 
sion.    This  promise  I  now  perform ;  and,  your  honourable  court  to  question  me  upon 
deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  it,  I  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums 
have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been  oo-  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit  at  times 
casionally  conyerted  to  the  company's  pro-  in  which  the  company  rery  much  needed  them; 
perty  through  my  means,  and  in  consequence  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts 
of  the  like  original  destination.   Of  the  second  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  bonds  for 
of  these  you  have  been  already  advised  in  a  the  amount :   or  possibly  acted  without  any 
letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  studied  design,  which  my  memory  could  at 
the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  29th  this  distance  of  time  verUy ;  and  that  I  did 
of  November,  1 780.    Both  this  and  the  third  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  obserre  the  same 
article  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury  means  with  the  rest.    I  trust,  honourable  sirs, 
by  my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  ol 
them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never  my  actions,  and  assume  the  fireedom  to  add, 
passed  through  my  hainds.     The  three  sums,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  and  oo 
for  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 
manner  paid  to  the  company's  treasury,  with-  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  sirs, 
out  passing  through  my  hands ;  but  their  ap-  Tour  most  faithful,  most  obedient,  and 
propriation  was  not  specified.  Most  humble  servant. 
The  sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  current  ru-  Wabxxs  Hastugs. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  4. 

▲N  JLCCOITVT  or  BtJMB  RECEIVED  OIT  THE  JLCCOWT  OF  THE  HONOURABLE  COMPAVT 
■T  THE  OOVSRirOtni-OEinBRAL,  OR  PAID  TO  THEIR  TREASURT  BT  HIS  ORDER,  Ami 
APPLIED  TO  THEIR  SERVICE. 

1780. 

October.  The  following  sums  were  paid  into  tho  treasury,  and  bonds  granted 
for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  govemour-general,  in  whose 
possession  the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  en- 
dorsed and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  compBnj 
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for  the  amount  either  of  principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the 

latter  having  been  received : 
One  bond,  dated  the  lit  October,  1780,  No.  15S9,  1,16,000  -  - 

One  bond,  dated  the  2d  October,  1780,  No.  1640,  1,16,000  -  - 

One  bond,  dated  the  23d  Novem.  1780,  No.  1364,  1,74,000  -  - 

Noveiiber.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  carried  to  the  govemour-generaFs 
credit  in  the  12th  page  of  the  Deposites  Journal  of  1780-81, 
mohurs  of  sorts,  which  had  been  coined  in  the  mint  and  pro- 
duced, as  per  368  and  369  pages  of  the  company's  general 
journal  of  1780-81, 
Gold  Mohurs,  ....     12,861  12  11 

or  Calcutta  Siccas,        ...  2,06,788  14    9 

BatU  16  per  cent.         ....     32,926    3    6 


4,06,000  -  . 


2,38,715  S  3 


1781. 

SO  April.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  credited  in  the  687th  page  of  the 
company's  general  journal,  as  money  received  from  the  govern 
nour-general,  on  account  of  Durbar  duvges, 

Sicca  rup. 2,00,000  -  - 

Batta  16  per  cent.         ....         32,000 

2,32,000- 
Received  in  cash,  and  employed  in  defiraying  my  public  disburse- 
ments, and  credited  in  the  governour-general's  account  of 
Durbar  charges  for  April,  1782        -           -           -  -         68,000  - 

Produce  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  govemour-general's  letter  to 
the  honourable  secret  committee,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  and 
credited  in  the  goyemour-general*s  account  of  DurUu*  charges 
for  AprU,  1782, 10,30,276  13 

Current  rupees  -  -  19,64,990  3  6 

(Errours  excepted.) 

WAmBJBir  HAtTnrot. 
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I,  William  Larkins,  do  make  oath,  and  say,  that  vessel  was  6nt  ordered  for  despatdi ;  mil 

the  letter  and  account  to  which  this  affi-  that  it  has  remained  closed  until  thb  day,  wheD 

dirit  is  affixed,  were  written  by  me,  at  the  it  was  opened  for  the  express  purpose  of  being 

request  of  the  honourable  Warren  Hastings,  accompanied  by  this  affidavit.    So  help  me 

Esquire,  on  the  22d  May,  1782,  from  rough  God,  William  Larkivs. 

drafts  written  by  himself  in  my  presence :  that       Caleotta,  locb  Dcc«mb«r,  iTta. 
tike  cover  of  the  letter  was  sealed  up  by  him 

ia  my  presence,  and  was  then  intended  to  be  Sworn  this  16tb  day  of  December,  1788,  be> 
Iraanutted  to  England  by  the  Lively,  wbea        ton  me.  /.  Sfydt, 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  6. 

7\>  tk$  HiMOurabU  the  Secret  CommUtee  of  through  you ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own 

0ie  Honourable  Court  of  Direetore.  use  the  sums  which  I  hare  already  pasted  to 

•  _.  »>•!>      ...v  rk       w-    f—t  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy,  and,  pardon  me 

Fort  WmUm,  16tk  D«e«inb«r,  1783.  •/.  »      jj     j  n     /•  !.•  l   .l 

if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they 

uoNotTKABLS  SIK8,  ^y^  passod  upon  me,  for  the  first  communi- 

TuE  despatch  of  the  Lively  having  been  cation  of  this  kind ;  and  your  own  experieoce 

protracted  by  various  causes,  from  time  to  will  suggest  toyou,  that  there  are  persons  who 

time,  the  accompanying  address  which  was  would  profit  by  such  a  warning, 
originally  designed  and  prepared  for  that  d^        Upon  the  whole  c^these  transactions,  which 

spatch  (no  other  conveyance  since  occurring)  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view  business 

has  of  course  been  thus  long  detained.     The  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may  appear 

delay  is  of  no  public  consequence ;  but  it  has  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  but  a 

produced  a  situation  which,  with  respect  to .  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your   coo- 

myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  sideration. 

exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  If  I  appear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by 
the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  in-  these  transactions,  I  resign  the  common  and 
quiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  legal  security  of  those  who  commit  crimes  or 
unknown  when  my  letter  was  written,  and  errours.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  part^po- 
written  in  the  necessary  consequoice  of  •  lar  question  that  may  be  put  against  myself, 
promise  made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  upon  honour  or  upon  oath, 
to  your  honourable  committee,  dated  20th  The  sources  from  which  these  reliefs  to  the 
January  last.  However,  to  preclude  the  pos-  public  service  have  come,  would  never  have 
sibility  of  such  reflections  from  aflfecting  me,  yielded  them  to  the  company  publicly ;  and 
I  have  desired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies 
to  the  whole  tronsaction,  to  affix  to  the  letter  created  by  the  exposition  of  your  affairs,  and 
his  aflidavit  o(  the  date  in  which  it  was  writ-  faction  in  your  councils)  required  those  sup- 
ten.     I  own  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  mortifi-  plies. 

cation  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of       I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a 

using  such  precautions,  to  guard  my  reputation  wrong  motive,  from  yours  and  the  public  eye 

G-om  dishonour. — If  I  had,  at  any  time,  pos-  forever :  and  I  know  that  the  difficulties  to 

sessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  my  im-  which,a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me, 

mediate  employers,  which  they  never  withheld  for  my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than 

from  the  meanest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  any  possible  inconvenience  that  could  have 

have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions  :  how  attended  the  concealment,  except  the  dissatis- 

I  have  drawn  on  me  a  diflferent  treatment  I  faction  of  my  own  mind.     These  difficulties 

know  not ;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  have  not  are  but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suffered 

merited  it :  and  in  the  course  of  a  service  of  in  your  service.     The  applause  of  my  own 

thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed  in  breast  is  my  surest  revrard,  and  was  the  sup* 

maintaining  the  powers  and  discharging  the  port  of  my  mind  in  meeting  them  :  your  ap- 

duties  of  the  first  office  of  the  British  govern-  plause,  and  that  of  my  country,  are  my  next 

ment  in  India,  that  honourable  court  ou^t  to  wish  in  life, 
know  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and 

honour  which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a        I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  sirs, 
station.    If  I  wanted  these,  tfiey  have  afford-  your  most  faithful,  most  obedient, 

ed  me  but  too  powerfbl  incentives  to  Suppress  and  most  humble  servant, 

the  information,  which  I  now  convey  to  thai  Wabkbit  Hastivoi 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  7. 

BXT&ACT  or  THX   COMPAHT'i   OKirs&l.L   LETTER  TO  BKBTGAL  ;  DJLTBD  THE  SStU 

or  jauuakt,  1782. 

Par.  It7.     We  have  received  a  letter  from  any  real  necessity  for  delaying  to  communi- 

•ur  ^▼eroour-generaJ,  dated  the  29tli  of  No»  cate  to  us  immediate  information  of  the  chan- 

vember,  1780,  relative  to  an  unusual  tender  and  nel  by  which  the  money  came  into  his  posses- 

idrance  of  money,  made  by  him  to  the  coun-  aion,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause 

cil,  as  entered  on  your  consultation  of  the  or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event. 

!$ih  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  129.  Circumstanced  as  affairs  were  at  the 

the  company  from  the  extraordinary  charge  moment,  it  appears  that  the  govemour-general 

which  might  be  incurred  by  supplying  the  de-  had  the  measure  much  at  heart,  and  judged  it 

Uchment  under  the  command  of  Major  Car  absolutely  necessary.     The  means  proposed 

sac,  in  the  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  domin-  of  defraying  the  extra  expense  were  very  ex- 

ioQs,  which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Gohud,  traordinary ;  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive, 

lad  therd>y  drawing  the  attrition  of  Mahda-  must  have  come  into  his  haiKls  by  an  unusual 

jee  Sindia  (to  whom  the  country  appertained)  channel ;  and  when  more  complete  information 

from  General  Goddardf  while  the  general  was  comes  before  us,  we  shall  give  our  sentiments 

cnployed  in  the  reduction  of  Bassein,  and  in  fully  upon  the  whole  transaction, 

ncuring  the  conquests  made  in  the  Guzerat  ISO.  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the 

country  ;  and  also  respecting  the  sum  of  three  company's  money  to  the  army  of  Chironajee 

lacks  of  rupees,  advanced  by  the  governour-  Boosla,  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  govemour^ 

imerml  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  the  com-  general,  be  knew  that  it  was  entirely  at  his 

■and  of  Chimnajee  Boosla  without  the  au-  own  risk,  and  he  has  taken  the  responsibility 

tbority  or  knowledge  of  the  council ;  with  the  upon  himself;  nothing  but  the  most  urgeqt 

rsasoos  for  taking  these  extraordinary  steps,  necessity  couly  warrant  the  roeasiuv ;  nor  can 

under  the  circumstances  stated  in  his  letter.  any  thing  short  of  full  proof  of  such  necessity, 

128.  In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  transac-  and  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  the  extra- 

tions,  we  readily  conceive,  that  in  the  then  ordinary  step  taken  on  the  occasion,  entitle 

•(ate  of  the  council,  the  govemour-general  the  govemour-general  to  the  approbation  of. 

Jtaight  be  induced  to  temporary  secrecy  re-  the  court  of  directors;  and  therefore,  as  in  the 

4pecting  the  members  of  the  board,  not  only  former  instance  relative  to  the  sum  advanced 

because  be  might  be  apprehensive  of  opposi-  and  paid  into  our  treasury,  we  must  also,  for 

lioo  to  the  proposed  application  of  the  money,  the  present,  ttupend  our  judgment  respecting 

bat,  perhaps,  because  doubts  might  have  ari-  the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army ;  without 

•en  concerning  the  propriety  of  appropriating  approving  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding 

k  to  the  company's  use,  on  any  account :  but  to  eensuro  our  govemour-general  for  this  trans* 

tl  doat  mai  ofpaar  to  »s,  that  there  could  be  actioii. 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  8. 

■XT&AOT   or  BXirOAL  IXORXT  C0VIVLT1.TI0HI,  THE  9tH  JABTUABT,   178L 


The  following  letter  from  the  goverooor^ 
general  haying  b«en  circulated,  and  the  request 
therein  made  complied  with,  an  order  <m  the 
treasury  passed  accordingly. 

ttOXrOURABLE  SIR  AND  SIRS. 

Haying  had  occasion  to  disburse  the  sum 
of  three  lacks  of  sicca  rupees  on  account  of 
secret  senrices,  which,  haying  been  advanced 
from  my  own  private  cash,  1  request  the  same 
may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner : 
—A  bond  to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terms  of 


the  second  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  1st  of 
October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees  :  a  bond 
to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terms  of  the  first 
loan,  bearing  date  fiom  the  Ist  of  October,  for 
one  lack  of  sicca  rupees :  a  bond  to  be  grant- 
ed me,  upon  the  terms  of  the  first  loan,  bearing 
date  fi-om  the  Sd  October,  for  one  lack  of  sioct 
rupees. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  k.c,  Itc. 
(Signed) 

Wa&KKJV  HASTlirOB. 

Fort  WUlkWifCkJawnrT,  17BL 


Sum. 


Date  of  Bond. 


Rate  of 
InteresL 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  9. 

Air  ACCOFRT  or  BOlfDS   ORANTED  TO  THE   GOTERHOUR-GEHERAL,    TROM     IST  JAirV- 
ART,  1779,   TO  SlST   MAT,   1782,  WITH  IHTEREST   PAID    OR  CREDITED  THEREOF. 

There  does  not  appear  to  hare  been  any  in* 
terest  paid  on  the  abore  bonds  to  81st  May, 
178S,  the  last  accounts  receiyed.  In  the 
interest  book  1780-81,  the  last  receired,  the 
goyemour-general  has  credit  for  interest  on 
the  first  six  to  April  1781,  to  the  amoant 
of  OR.  21,964.     12.    8. 

(Errours  excepted.) 
JoHir  Aimis, 
Auditor  of  Indian  AocountB. 

X«tt-Iadk  HoHM,  Mb  JwM,  1781. 


When  paid 
Into  the  Trea- 
sury. 


33d  Noy.  1780 

9oth  Decern. 

IdthJan.  1781 

Do. 

Do. 

17lh  March 

8th  May,  1783 

Da 

CB. 


CB. 

1,74,000 

69,600 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

dO,000 

20,000 

16,000 


6,76,600 


33d  Nov.  1780 
15th  Decern. 
1st  OcL  1780 
SdDo. 
1st  Do. 

17th  Mar.1781 
15ih  Sep.  1781 
8th  Dec  1781 


Spercent. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4percenL 

Do. 

SpercenL 

Do. 


ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE  OF  HIGH  CRIMES  AND  MISDEMEANOURS. 

40AIVST  WARREir  BASTINGS,   ESQ.,   LATE    GOySRHOUR-OENERAL   OT   BEITOAL.      PRE* 
SERTED   TO  THE    HOUSE   OF  C0MX0V8  UPOlT  THE  4tH   DAT   OF  APRIL,   1786. 


I.  ROHXLLA  WAR.  eoco  of  the  disorders  and  corrupt  practices, 

which  intrigues  and  negotiations  to  bring  about 

That  the  court  ofdirectors  of  theEast  India    reyohitions  among  the  country  powers  had 

company,  from  a  just  sense  of  the  danger  and    produced,  did  positively  and  repeatedly  dirwsl 

odium  incident  to  the  extension  of  their  con-    their  servants  in  Bengal  not  to  engage  in  any 

quests  in  the  East-Indies,  and  from  an  experi-     offensive  war   whatsoeyer : — that   the   said 
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cwrt  laid  it  down  as  in  mvorioftle  maxim,  tp^UcA  er;  whose  country,  in  the  month  of  Febraa- 

^ghi  ever  to  be  tnainUunedf  that  they  were  17, 177S,  by  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the 

t»  aoeid  tokimgpart  in  the  polUical  echemee  of  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  was 

s)iyo/'lJkccoi0Ur3f  princct;  anddid,  in  partico-  included  in  the  line  of  defence  against  the 

iar,  order  and  direct  that  they  should  not  en-  Mahrattas,  and  from  whom  the  nabob  nerer 

{age  with  a  certain  prince  called  Sujah  ul  complained  of  an  aggression  or  act  of  hostili* 

Dowla,  nabob  of  Oude,  and  vizier  of  the  em-  ty,  nor  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel, 

pire,  in  any  operations  beyond  certain  limits  other  than  the  non-payment  of  a  sum  of  money 

io  the  said  orders  specially  described.  in  dispute  between  him  and  that  people. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  then  govern-  That  supposing  the  sum  of  money  in  ques- 

our  of  Port  William,  in  Bengal,  did,  with  tion  to  have  been  strictly  due  to  the  said  nabob, 

other  members  of  the  council,  declare  his  by  virtue  of  any  engagement  between  him  and 

elstr  understanding  of  the  true  intent  and  the  Rohilla  chiefs,  the  East-India  company, 

meaning  of  the  said  positive  and  repeated  or-  or  their  representatives,  were  not  parties  to 

iers    and    injunctions ;  did    express  to  the  that  engagement,  or  guarantees  thereof,  nor 

oourt  of  directors  his  approbation  of  the  poli-  bound  by  any  obligation  whatever  to  eniforce 

ej  thereof;  did  declare,  that  he  adopted  the  the  execution  of  it. 

nme  with  sineerity  and  eatitfaction,  and  that  That,  previous  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings's 

he  was  too  wcell  aware  of  the  ruinous  tendency  entering  into  the  agreement  or  bargain  afore- 

•f  aU  ac}ieme*  of  conquettf  ever  to  adopt  (Aem,  said  to  extirpate  the  said  nation,  he  did  not 

ir  ever  to  depart  from  the  absolute  line  qf  se^/*-  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due  inquiry  into 

defence.,  unUu  impelled  to  it  by  the  most  obvi'  the  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  the 

muneeeaeity  ;  did  signify  to  the  nabob  of  Oude  said  nabob ;  nor  did  he  give  notice  of  the  said 

the  said  orders,  and  his  obligation  to  yield  claims  of  debt  to  the  nation  of  the  Rohillaa, 

yrtual  obedience  thereto ;  and  did  solemnly  in  order  to  receive  an  explanation  on  their 

cagage  and  promise  to  the  court  of  directors,  part  of  the  matter  in  litigation,  nor  did  he 

«Ui  the  unanimoua  concurrence  of  the  whole  offer  any  mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford 

eooacil,  "  that    no  object    or  consideration  an  opportunity  of  proposing  an  agreement  or 

rinokl  either  tempt  or  compel  hira  to  pass  the  submission,  by  which  the  calamities  of  war 

politkal  line,  which  they  (the  directors)  had  might  be  avoided ;  as,  by  the  high  state  in 

down  for  his  operations  with  the  vizier  f  which  the  East-India  company  stood  aa  a 

the  court  of  directors,  that  he  "  scarce  sovereign  power  in  the  east,  and  the  honour 

a  possible  advantage,  which  could  com-  and  character  it  ought  to  maintain,  as  well  aa 

pcaaate  the  hazard  and  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity,  and 

ky  a  contrary  conduct :"'— that  he  did  frequent-  by  the  true  and  obvious  policy  of  imiting  the 

ly  repeat  the  same  declarations,  or  declarations  power  of  the  Mahometan  princes  against  the 

to  the  same  effect,  particularly  in  a  letter  to  Mahrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do  : — tluit  instead 

the  nabob  himself  of  the  S2d  of  November,  of  such  previous  inquiry,  or  tender  of  good 

1773,  in  the  following  words.     "The  com-  offices,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  stimulate 


of  mysuperiours  are,aslhave  repeat-     the  ambitionn  and  ferocity  of  the  nabob  of 
ediy  infimned  you,  peremptory,  that  I  shall     Oude  to  the  full  completion  of  the  inhuman 


suffer  their  arms  to  be  carried  beyond  the  end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprize,  by  in- 

Ime  of  their  own  boundaries,  and  those  of  forming  him, "  that  it  would  be  absolutely  ne- 

foor  excellency  their  ally."  cessary  to  persevere  in  it  until  it  should  be 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  accomplished  ;*'  pretending  that  a  fear  of  the 

eontradictioD  to  the  said  orders,  and  to  his  own  company's  displeasure  was  his  motive  for  an- 

•ense  of  their  propriety  and  coercive  authori-  nexing  the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprize 

ty,  and  in  breach  of  his  express  promises  and  as  a  condition  of  his  assistance,  and  asserting 

aagagements,  did,  in  September,  1778,  entor  "that  he  could  not  hazard  or  answer  for  the 

■Mo  a  private  engagement  with  the  said  nabob  displeasure  of  the  company,  his  masters,  if 

•f  Oude,  who  was  the  special  object  of  tlie  they  should  find  themselves  involved  in  a 

frohibitioa,  to  flunish  him,  for  a  stipulated  fruitleae  war,  or  in  an  expense  for  prosecuting 

HHi  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  East-India  it  f — a  pretence  tending  to  the  high  dishonour 

«oayny,  with  a  body  of  troops  for  the  declar-  of  the  East-India  company,  as  if  the  gain  to 

•d  porpose  of  "  thoroughly  extirpating  the  n»-  be  acquired  was  to  reconcile  that  body  to  the 

Jon  of  the  Rohillas  :'*— a  nation,  from  whom  breach  of  their  own  orders,  prohibiting  all 

dto  company  had  never  received,  or  protended  such  enterprizes.— And  in  order  further  to  in 

Id  raeanre  or  apprehend,  any  injury  whatf  oev-  vol  ve  the  said  nabob,  beyond  the  power  of  r»* 
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treating,  be  did,  in  the  coune  of  the  proceed-  chief  of  their  forcee,  two  membeif  of  thnt 
ing,  purposely  put  the  laid  nabob  under  diffi-  council,  and  the  secretary  to  the  council,  who 
cullies  in  case  he  should  decline  that  war,  and  were  not  otherwise  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
did  oblige  him  to  accept  eren  the  permission  ceedings  between  him  and  the  said  nabob,  thao 
to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this  unjust  pro-  by  such  communications  as  be  thou^t  fit  to 
ject  as  a  &Tour,  and  to  tnake  ctmotrntna  for  it ;  make  them. 

thereby  %cting  as  if  the  company  were  princi-  That  the  object  avowed  by  the  said  Warreo 
pals  in  the  hostility  ;  and  employing  for  this  Hastings,  and  the  motives  urged  by  him,  for 
purpose  much  double  dealing,  and  divers  on-  employing  the  British  arms  in  the  utter  eztir^ 
worthy  artifices,  to  entangle  and  perplex  the  pation  of  the  Rohilla  nation,  are  stated  bjr 
said  nabob,  but  by  means  of  which  he  found  himself  in  the  following  terms :  "  the  acqui- 
himself  (as  ho  has  entered  it  on  record)  ham-  sition  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  company, 
pered  and  embarraiied  inapartieular  maruur,  and  of  so  much  specie  added  to  the  exhaust- 
That  the  said  compact  for  offensive  alliance  ed  currency  of  our  provinces  ;— that  it  would 
in  &vour  of  a  great  prince,  against  a  consider^  give    wealth    to  the    nabob   of    Oude,     of 
able  nation,  was  not  carried  on  by  projects  which  we  should  participate ;   that  the  said 
and  counter-projects  in  writing ;  nor  were  the  Warren  Hastings  ihould  always  be  ready  to 
articles  and  conditions  thereof  formed  into  any  profess  that  he  did  reckon  the  probable  acquiai- 
regular  written  instrument,  signed  and  sealed  tion  of  wealth  among  his  reasons  for  taking 
by  the  parties  ;  but  the  whole  (both  the  nego-  up  arms    against    bis  neighbours ; — that    it 
tiation  and  the  compact  of  the  offensive  alli-  would  ease  ^le  company  of  a  considerable  part 
ance  against  the  Rohillas)  was  a  mere  verbal  of  their  military  expense,  and  preserve  their 
engagement,    the    purport  and    conventions  troops  fitxn  inaction  and  relaxation  of  discipline; 
whereof  nowhere  appeared,  except  in  subse-  — 4hat  the  weak  state  of  the  Rohillas  promis- 
quent  correspondence,  in  which  certain  of  the  ed  an  easy  conquest  of  them  ;  and,  finally, 
articles,  as  they  were  stated  by  the  several  that  such  was  his  idea  of  the  company *s  dia- 
parties,  did  materially  differ  ,— a  proceeding  tress  at  home,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  their 
new  and  unprecedented,  and  directly  leading  wants  abroad,  that  he  should  have  been  glad 
to  mutual  misconstruction,  evasion,  and  iU  of  any  occasion  to  employ  their  forces,  which 
foith,  and  tending  to  encourage  and  protect  saved  so  much  of  their  pay  and  expenses." 
every  species  of  corrupt,  clandestine  practice :  That  in  the  private  verbal  agreement  aforo- 
— that  at  the  time  when  this  private  verbal  said  for  offensive  war,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
agreement  was  nutde  by  the  said  Warren  ings  did  transgress  the  botmds  of  the  authority 
Hastings  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  a  public  given  him  by  his  instructions  from  the  council 
ostensible  treaty  was  concluded  by  him  with  of  Fort  William,  which  had  limited  his  pow- 
the  said  nabob,  in  which  there  is  no  mention  ers  to  such  compacts  "  as  were  consistent  with 
whatever  of  such  agreement,    or  reference  the  spirit  of  the  company's  orders  ;"  which 
whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omissioo  council  he  afterwards  persuaded,  and  with  dii^ 
it  is  asserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ficulty  drew  into  an  acquiescence  in  what  be 
that  the  multiplication  qf  treatiee  weaken$  their  had  done. 

efficacy  f  and  ther^ore  (hey  shotdd  be  reserved  That  the  agreement,  to  the  effect  aforesaid 
only  for  very  important  and  permanent  obUga^  vras  settled  in  the  said  secret  conferences,  be- 
tions;  notwithstanding  be  had  previously  de-  fore  the  10th  of  September,  177S;  but  th« 
clared  to  the  said  nabob,  "  that  the  points,  said  Warren  Hastings,  concealing  from  the 
which  be  Iiad  proposed,  required  muchconside-  court  of  directors  a  matter,  of  which  it  wa« 
ration,  and  the  previous  ratification  of  a  for-  his  duty  to  afford  them  the  earliest  and  fullest 
mal  agreement  before  he  could  consent  to  information,  did,  on  the  said  10th  of  S^tem- 
them." — That  the  whole  of  the  said  verbal  her,  1773,  write  to  the  directors,  and  despatch- 
agreement  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  in  his  own  ed  his  letter  over  land,  giving  them  an  account 
person,  without  any  assistance  on  his  part,  of  the  public  treaty,  but  taking  not  the  least 
T  IS  carried  on  and  concluded  by  the  said  notice  of  his  agreement  for  a  mercenary  war 
Warren  Hastings  alone,  without  any  person,  against  the  nation  of  the  Rohillas. 
who  might  witness  the  same ;  without  the  in-  That  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  o^ 
terpreter,  though  he  confesses  that  he  spoke  the  said  clandestine  agreement  the  more  efleo- 
the  Hindioostan  language  impei/ecify,  and  al-  tually,  and  until  he  shouU  find  means  of  gain- 
though  he  had  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  ing  over  the  rest  of  the  council  to  a  ooocnr- 
several  persons  high  in  the  company's  service  rence  in  his  disobedience  of  orders,  he  enters 
tod  confidence,  namely  the  commander-in-  ed  a  minute  in  the  council  books,  giving  a 
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ki»»  aoooaiii  of  the  transaction ;  in  which  wiode  or  evtn  UmiU  of  paymtnt.^  Nor  wia 
■iaute  he  repraaented,  tliat  the  nai)ob  had  in-  anj  part  of  the  money  recovered  until  the  ea- 
^tedpTDpoaad  the  design  aforesaid,  and  that  he  tablishment  of  the  govemour-general  an^ 
(the  said  Warren  Hastings)  toos  pUa»ed  that  council  by  act  of  parliament,  and  their  deter* 
it  yrged  tkt  scWsm  of  Uua  tjepedUum  nofur^  minLtion  to  withdraw  the  brigade  firora  the  na- 
Cftcr;  when  in  reality  and  truth,  he  had  abso-  bob's  service:  the  resident  at  his  court,  ap- 
Intely  consented  to  the  said  enterprize,  and  pointed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having 
had  engaged  to  assist  him  in  it  (which  he  after-  written  dot  he  had  experienced  nrnch  dupUeiljf 
wards  admitted)  and  confessed  that  he  did  act  and  deceit  in  most  of  hie  traneactiona  with  hif 
ia  cousequence  of  the  same.  exeeUeney ;  and  the  said  nabob  and  his  sue- 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  coun-  cessours  falling  back  in  other  payments  in  the 
dl  were  sensible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  en-  same  or  greater  proportion,  as  he  advanced  in 
krprtze,  in  which  they  had  engaged  the  com-  the  payment  of  this  debt ;  the  consideration  of 
paay's  arms,  and  of  the  heavy  responsibility,  lucre  to  the  company,  the  declared  motive  to 
to  which  it  would  subject  himself  and  the  this  shameful  transaction,  totally  (ailed,  and 
esoncii,  "  the  personal  hazard  they,  the  coun-  no  money  in  effect  and  substance  (as  far  as  by 
cil,raai  in  undertaking  so  uncommon  a  measure  any  account  to  be  depended  on  appears)  has 
without ^osilivf  instructions,  at  their  own  risk,  been  obtained. 

vith  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  on  the  af>        That  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  conse- 

Urs  of  the  company,  and  the  passions  and  quence  of  the  said  agreement,  and  with  the 

pejudicas  of  almost  every  man  in  England  assistance  of  British  troops,  which  were  or- 

iitsmeH  against  the  conduct  of  the  company,  dered  to  march,  and  subjected  to  his  disposal 

»ad  the  character  of  its  servants ;" — yet  they  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council, 

iflfage  in  tbo  very  practice  which  had  brought  unjustly  entered  into  and  invade  the  country . 

•odk  odium  en  the  company,  and  on  the  char-  of  the  Rohillas,  and  did  there  make  war  in  a 

Idsr  its  servants,  though  they  further  say,  barbarous   and   unhuman   manner,    "  by   an 

ihit  they  had  continuallj^  before  their  eye»  the  abuse  of  victory,"  "  by  the  unnecessary  des- 

^sad  of  farfating  thefaoour  of  their  employ-'  truction  of  the  country ;"  "  by  a  wanton  display 

vs,  and  becoming  the  objects  of  popular  invec-  of  violence  and  oppression,   of  inhumanity 

lires.**     The  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  and  cruelty  ;**  and  *'  by  the  sudden  expulsion 

Mys,  at  the  very  time  when  he  proposed  the  and  casting  down  of  a  whole  race  of  people,  to 

wtasure,  "  I  must  confess,  I  entertain  some  whom  the  slightest  benevolence  was  denied." 

doabu  as  to  its  expediency  at  this  time,  from  When  prayer  was  made  not  to  dishonour  the 

Cha  circumstances  of  the  company  at  home,  begum  (a  princess  of  great  rank,  whose  bus- 

oposed  to  popular  clamour,  and  all  its  mea-  band  had  been  killed  in  battle)  and  other  wo- 

nres  liable  to  be  canvassed  in  parliament ;  men,  by  dragging  them  about  the  country ^  to 

fkmr  charter  drawing  to  a  close,  and  his  ma-  be  loaded  with  the  ecqffk  of  the  nabob^e  raMtUf 

jsMy's  ministers  tmquestionably  ready  to  take  and  otherwiee  etill  worse  usedy  the  nabob  rcfus- 

aifaDtage  of  every  unfavourable  circumstance  ed  to  listen  to  the  intreaties  of  a  British  com- 

ii  the  negotiations  of  its  renewal."    All  these  mander- in-chief  in  their  favour ;  and  the  baid 

fwi'ak  I  St  ions  did  not  prevent  the  said  Warren  women  of  high  rank  were  exposed,  not  only 

Hastings  firom  making  and  carrying  into  exe-  to  the  vilest  personal  indignities,  but  even  to 

fiotka  the  said  mercenary  agreement  for  a  sum  absolute  want ;  and  these  transactions  being 

af  BMBey,  the  payment  of  which  the  nabob  by  Colonel  Champion  conmiunicated  to  the 

awleavoared  to  evade  on  a  construction  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  commenda- 

wbal  treaty ;  and  was  so  far  from  being  insist-  tions  for  his  intelligence,  and  orders  to  redress 

adl  on,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  by  the  said  the  said  evils,  and  to  prevent  the  like  in  fu- 

Warrea  Hastings,  that  when,  after  the  com-  ture,  by  means  which  were  suggested,  and 

placioo  of  the  service,  the  commander-in-chief  which  appear  to  have  been  proper  and  feasible, 

iiM  directed  to  make  a  demand  of  the  money,  he  received  a  reprimand  from  the  said  War- 

tka  agent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  ren  Hastings,  who  declared  that  we  had  no  au- 

MMettme  assured  the  nabob, "  that  the  demand  thority  to  control  the  conduct  of  the  vizier  in 

VM  inching  more  than  matter  of.  form,  com-  the  treaitment  of  his  subjects  :  and  that  Colo- 

■MS,  and  even  necessary  in  all  public  trans*  nel  Champion  desisted  from  making  further 

Mboos;  and  that,  although  the  board  con-  representations  on  this  stibject   to  the  said 

■dared  Uie  claim  of  the  government  liter-  Warren  Hastings,  being  apprehensive  of  bar- 

■Dy  due,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  admin-  ing  already  run  some  risk  of  displeasing,  by 

td  prescribe  to  his  excellency  the  perhaps  a  too  free  communication  of  senti^ 
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MMitB. — ThatincoDMqiieiioeortlMtaid  pro-  oonyenieat;  eovering  his  Mid  illagal  refiua* 

eaedings  not  only  the  eminent  frmiliee  of  the  under  general  Tigae  pretences  of  secrecj  and 

chiefii  of  the  Rohilla  nation  were  either  cut  off  danger  from  the  communication ;  although  the 

or  banished,  and  their  wires  and  oflkprinf  re-  said  order  and  instruction  of  the  court  of  direo- 

dnced  to  utter  ruin,  but  the  country  itself,  here-  tors,  above  mentioned,  was  urged  to  him,  and 

tore  distinguished  above  all  others  for  the  although  it  was  represented  to  him  by  the  said 

extent  of  its  cultivation,  as  a  gardeHf  not  council,  that  they,  as  well  as  he,  were  bound 

having  one  »pot  in  it  of  uncuUivaUd  ground,  by  an  oath  of  secrecy ;  which  refusal  to  obey 

and  from  being  in  the  most  JUnaiMng  etate  the  ord^v  of  the  court  of  directors  (orders  ea- 

thai  a  country  could  6e,  was  by  the  inhuman  pecially  and  on  wei^ty  grounds  of  experience 

node  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  ill  go-  pointed  to  cases  of  this  very  nature)  gave  rise 

Temment  during  the  consequent  usurpation,  to  much  jealousy,  and  excited  great  suspi- 

rsduced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and  depopu-  cions  relative  to  the  motives  and  grounds 

lation,  in  which  it  still  remains.  on  which  the  Rohilla  war  had  been  under- 

That  the  East-India  company,  having  had  taken, 

reason  to  conceive,  that  for  the  purpose  of  That  the  said   Warren  Hastings,  in  the 

ooDcealing  currupt  transactions,  their  servants  grounds  alleged  in  his  justification  of  his  refb- 

in  India  bad  made  unfair,  mutilated,  and  gar-  sal  to  conmiunicateto  his  colleagues  in  the  su* 

bled  communications  of  correspondence,  and  perior  council,  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 

■oroetimes  had  wholly  withheld   the    same,  Middleton,  the  company's  resident  at  Oode, 

made  an  order  in  their  letter  of  the  2Sd  of  was  guilty  of  a  new  (^eoce ;  arrogating  to 

March,   1770,    in   the  following   tenour.— ^  himself  unprecedented  an4  dangerous  powers, 

"  The    govemour    singly    shall   corrcHpond  on  principles  utterly  subversive  of  all  order  and 

with    the  country  powers ;    but  ail  letters,  discipline  in  service,  and  introductory  to  cor- 

before  they  shall  be  by  him  sent,  must  be  com-  rupt  confederacies  and  disobedience  among  the 

nmnicated  to  the  other  members  of  the  select  company's  servants ;  the  said  Warren  Has- 

oommittee,  and  receive  their  approbation ;  and  tings,  insisted  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the  com- 

also  all  letters  loAottoever,  which  may  be  re-  pany*s  covenant  servant,  the  public  resident 

ceived  by  the  govemour,  in  answer  to,  or  in  lor  transacting  the  company's  affairs  at   the 

course  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise   be  courtof  the'soubahof Oode,  and  as  such  receiv- 

laid  before  the  said  select  committee,  for  their  ing  from  the  company  a  ssJary  for  his  service, 

information  and  consideration." — And  that  in  was  no  other  than  the  ^fidal  agent  of  him  the 

their  instructions  to  their  governour-general  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  such, 

and  council,  dated  30th  March,  1774,  they  did  he  was  not  obliged  to  communicate  his  cor- 

r^eat  their  orders  to  the  same  purpose  and  respondence. 

effect.  That  the  court  of  directors,  and  afterwards 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  a  general  court  of  the  proprietors  of  the  East- 
obey,  as  in  duty  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said  India  company,  although  the  latter  showed 
standing  orders  ;  nor  did  communicate  all  his  favourable  disposition  towards  the  said  War- 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the  com-  ren  Hastings,  and  expressed  (but  without  as- 
pany's  agent  at  the  court  of  the  soubah  of  Oude,  signing  any  ground  or  reason)  the  highest 
or  with  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander-  opinion  of  his  services  and  integrity,  did  un»- 
in-chiefof  the  company's  forces  in  the  Rohilla  nimously  condemn  (along  with  his  conduct 
war,  to  the  select  committee ;  and  when  afler^  relative  to  the  Rohilla  treaty  and  war)  his 
wards,  that  b  to  say,  on  the  S5th  of  October,  refusal  to  communicate  his  whole  correspon* 
1774,  he  was  required  by  the  majority  of  the  dence  with  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  superior 
council  appointed  by  the  act  of  parliament  of  council;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
1778,  whose  opinion  was,  by  the  said  act,  di-  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  uid  the 
rected  to  he  taken  as  the  act  of  the  whole  coun-  unanimous  opinion  of  the  general  court  of  the 
eil,  to  produce  ail  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  said  East-India  company,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
Middletbn  and  Colonel  Champion,  for  the  cedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors, 
direction  of  their  future  proceedings  relative  and  the  injunctions  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
to  the  obscure,  intricate,  and  critical  trans-  has,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  never 
action  aforesaid,  he  did  positively  and  pertina-  made  any  communics*!?s  of  the  whole  ot-hh 
dously  refuse  to  deliver  any  other  than  such  correspondence  to  the  eovemour-general  and 
parts  of  the  said  correspondence  as  he  thought  council,  or  to  the  court  of  directisrs. 
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August,  1773,  inform  the  court  of  director!, 
n.  fBAW  ALLUM.  that  be  had  been  eompeU^^  tohilt  a  priaomr 

in  thar  hands,  to  grant  tunnuda  for  the  «iir> 
Tkat,  in  a  tolemn  treaty  of  peace,  conclud-    rendtr  qf  Corah  and  lUiabad  to  them ;   and  it 
•A  the  16tb  of  August,*  1765,  between  the     appears,   from  sundry  other  minutes  of  their 
Kast>lDdia  company  and  the  late  nabob  of    own,  that  the  said  govemour  and  council  did 
Oude,  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  highly  approved     at  all  times  consider  the  surrender  above  men- 
oC  confirmed,  and  ratified  by  the  said  com^    tioned  as  extorted  from  the  king,  and  unque»» 
pany,  it  is  agreed,  "  That  the  king  Shaw     tionably  an  act  ofvidencey  which  could  not 
AUun  shall  remain  in  full  possession  of  Co-     alienate  or  impair  his  right  to  those  provinces ; 
nh,  and  such  part  of  the  province  of  lUiabad    and  that,  when  they  took  possession  thoreofi 
•■  be  now  possesses,  which  are  ceded  to  his     it  was  at  the  request  of  the  king's  naib  or  viee% 
BMJee^  as  a  royal  demesne,  for  the  support     roy,  who  put  them  under  the  council's  proiee* 
oChis  dignity  and  expenses."— That  in  a  so-    turn;  that  on  this  footing  they  were  accepted 
parate  agreement,  concluded  at  the  same  time    by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council, 
batwcen  the  king  Shaw  AUum  and  the  then     and  for  some  time  considered  by  them  as  a 
■nhadar  of  Bengal,  under  the  immediate  seen-    deposit  committed  to  their  care  by  a  prince,  to 
litj  and  guarantee  of  the  English  company,     whom  the  possession  thereof  was  particularly 
dw  fidth  of  the  company  was  pledged  to  the     guarantied  by  the  East  India  company. — hi 
king  for  the  annual  payment  of  twenty-     their  letter  of  the  Ist  of  March,  1773,  they  (the 
ladu  (^rupees,  for  his  support,  out  of  the     said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council)  say, 
of  Bengal ;  and  that  the  said  com-     *'  In  no  shape  can  this  compulsatory  cession 
paay  did  then  receive  from  the  said  king  a     by  the  king  release  us  fi^m  the  obligation  wo 
gnat  of  toe  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Ben-     are  under  to  ddend  the  provinces,  which  wo 
gal,  Babar,  and  Orissa,  on  the  express  condi-     have  so  particularly  guarantied  to  him.'*    But 
of  their  being  security  for  the  annual  pay-     it  appears  that  they  soon  adopted  other  ideas, 
aboire  mentioned  ;--that  the  East-India    and  assumed  other  principles  concerning  this 
have  held  and  continue  to  hoki,  the     object.    In  the  instructions  dated  the  SSd  oi 
dowaoDy  so  granted,  and,  for  some  years,     June,  1773,  which  the  council  of  Fort  William 
bare  complied  with  the  conditions  on  which     gave  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to 
dwy  accepted  of  the  grant  thereof ;  and  have     his  interview  with  the  nabob  Shuja  ul  Dow- 
at  all  timeo  acknowledged  that  they  held  the     la  at  Benares,  they  say,  that,  "  while  the  king 
dsfwaany  in  vbitu  i^  the  mogvVe  granU.-^    continued  at  Delhi,  whither  he  proceeded  in 
That  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  their  let-     opposition    to  their  most   strenuous  remon* 
tor  of  the  90th  June,  1769,  to  Bengal  declared,     strances,  they  should  certainly  consider  tfao 
''tfaat  they  esteemed  themselves  boimd  by  treaty     engagements  between  him  and  the  company  aa 
to  protect  the  king*s  person,  and  to  secure  him     dissolved,  by  this  alienation  from  them  and 
Ihopoosessioaof  the  Corah  and  Illiabad  dis-     their  interest;  that  the  possession  of  so  ro> 
trids  ;*'  and,  supposing  an  agreement  should     mote  a  country  could  never  be  expected  to 
bo  mode  respecting  thme  provinces,  between     yield  any  profit  to  the  company,  and  the  defeoco 
tbe  king  and  Shuja  ul  DowU,  the  directors     of  it  must  require  a  perpetual  aid  of  their  Ibr- 
l,  "  that  they  should  be  subject  to  no    ces ;"  yet,  in  the  same  instructions,  they  de- 
claim or  requisition  from  the  king,  ex-    clare  their  opinion,  that,  "  if  the  king  should 
for  the  stipulated  tribute  for  Boigal,     make  overtures  to  renew  bis  former  connoo> 
wbadi  they  (the  governor  and  council)  were     tion,  hie  right  to  reclaim  the  distrieU  of  Corah 
to  pay  to  his  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in  luch     and  JUiabad  couldnot  with  propriety  be  ditput^ 
■waMraobe  might  direct.**  ed-"  and  they   authorize  the    said  Warren 

That,  in  the  year  1772,  the  king  Shaw  Al-  Hastings  to  restore  them  to  him,  on  condition 
km  who  had  hitherto  resided  at  Allahabad,  that  he  ahould  renounce  hie  claim  to  the  annuai 
tnatiag  to  engagements  which  he  had  entered  trUmte  of  twenty^nx  laeke  of  rupeee,  herein* 
into  with  the  Mahrattas,  quitted  that  place,  before  mentioned,  and  to  the  arrears,  loAadl 
nnd  msoved  to  Delhi ;  but  having  soon  quar-  might  be  due  ;-^thereby  acknowledging  the 
rdlod  with  those  people,  and  afterwards  being  the  justice  of  a  claim,  which  they  determined 
taken  prisoner,  had  been  treated  by  them  with  not  to  comply  with,  but  in  return  for  the  ini^ 
wy  greatdisrospoct  and  eruelty :— that,  among  render  of  another  equally  valid ;— that  nerer^ 
otbar  inotanoes  of  their  abuse  of  their  inune-  theless  in  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  mU 
Aafte  power  over  him,  the  governor  and  coun-  Warren  Hastings  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  oi 
ea  of  Bengal,  in  their  letter  of  the  16th  of    the  7th  of  September,  1773,  it  is  asNrted,  thai 
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hii  majesty  (meaning  the  king  Shaw  Allmn)  army  to  defend  it,  at  the  requisition  of  the  said 
baring  abandoned  the  districts  of  Corah  and  Shuja  Dowla :  and  if  the  remote  situation  of 
Illiabad,  and  giren  a  sunnud  for  Corah  and  Cur-  those  prorinces  made  the  defence  of  them  dif- 
rah  to  the  Mahrattas,  had  ther^j  forfeited  his  ficult  and  dangerous^  much  more  was  it  adiffi- 
ri^t  to  the  said  districts ;"  although  it  was  cult  and  dangerous  enterprize  to  engage  the 
well  known  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  company's  force  in  an  attack  and  invasion  of 
had  been  so  stated  by  him  to  the  court  ofdireo-  the  Rohillas,  whose  country  lay  at  a  much 
torS|  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  king  greater  distance  from  the  company's  frontier ; 
had  been  extorted  from  him  by  violence,  while  which,  nevertheless,  the  said  Warren  Has- 
he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrat^  tings  agreed  to,  and  undertook  at  the  very 
tas ;  and  although  it  was  equally  well  known  to  time  when,  under  pretence  of  the  difficulty  ot 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  there  was  no-  defending  Corah  and  Illiabad,  he  sold  those 
thing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1785,  which  provinces  to  Shuja  Dowla.  It  did  not  relieve 
could  restrain  the  king  from  changing  the  the  company  from  the  expenMe  of  defending  the 
place  of  his  residence,  consequently  that  his  country,  since  the  revalues  thereof  far  exceed* 
removal  to  Delhi  could  not  occasion  a  forfei-  ed  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  Shuja  Dowla, 
ture  of  his  right  to  the  provinces  secured  to  and  these  revenues  justly  belonged  to  the  com- 
him  by  that  treaty.  pany  as  long  as  the  country  continued  under 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  re-  their  protection,  and  would  have  answered  the 
port  which  he  made  of  his  interview  and  ne-  ezpence  of  defending  it.  Finally,  that  the 
gotiations  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  dated  the  4th  sum  of  fifty  lack  of  rupees,  stipulated  with  the 
of  October,  1773,  declared  "that  the  adminis-  said  Shuja  Dowla,  was  inadequate  to  the  va- 
Cration  would  have  been  culpable  in  the  highest  lue  of  the  countiy,  the  annual  revenues  of 
degree,  in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and  which  were  stated  at  twenty-five  lacks  of  ni- 
lUiabad  for  any  other  jmrpose  than  that  qf  pees,  which  General  Sir  Robert  Barker,  then 
making  an  advantage  by  the  dieposcU  of  them"  commander-in-chief  of  the  company's  forces, 
and  therefore  he  had  ceded  them  to  the  vizier  affirms,  was  certainf  and  too  generally  known 
fi>r  fifty  lacks  of  rupees ;  a  measure,  for  which     to  admit  of  a  domhi. 

he  had  no  authority  whatever  from  the  king  That  the  king  Shaw  Allum  received,  ibr 
Shaw  Allum,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  some  years,  the  annual  tribute  of  twenty-six 
no  reserve  whatever  was  made  in  favor  of  the  lacks  ofrupoM  above  mentioned,  and  was  en- 
rights  of  that  prince,  nor  any  care  taken  of  titled  to  continue  to  receive  it  by  virtue  of  an 
his  interests.  engagement  deliberately,  and  for  an  adequate 

That  the  sale  of  these  provinces  to  Shuja     consideration,  entered  into  with  him  by  the 
Dowla  involved  the  East-India  company  in  a    company's  servants,  and  approved  of  and  rati- 
triple  breach  of  justice,  since,  by  the  same  act,     fied  by  tlie  company  themselves ;— that  this  en- 
tbey  violated  a  treaty,  they  sold  the  property     gageraent  was  absolute  and  unconditional, 
of  another,  and  they  alienated  a  deposit  com-    and  did  neither  express,  nor  suppose,  any  case, 
mitted  to  their  friendship  and  good  faith,  and     in  which  the  said  king  should  forfeit,  or  the 
as  such  accepted  by  them ; — ^that  a  measure  of    company  should  have  a  right  to  resume,  tht 
this  nature  is  not  to  be  defended  on  motives  of    tribute ; — that,  nevertheless,  the  said  Warren 
policy  and  convenience,  supposing  such  mo-    Hastings  and  his  council,  immediately  aftex 
tives  to  have  existed,  without  a  total  loss  of  pub-    selling  the  king's  country  to  Shuja  Dowla,  ro- 
lie  honour,  and  shaking  all  security  in  the  faith     solved  to  withhold,  and  actually  withheld,  the 
of  treaties ;  but  that,  in  reality,  the  pretences     payment  of  the  said  tribute,  of  which  the  king 
urged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  sell-    Shaw  Allum  has  never  since  received  any 
ing  the  king's  country  to  Shuja  Dowla,  were    part; — ^that  this  resolution  of  the  council  is 
false  and  invalid.    It  could  not  strengthen  our     not  justified  even,  by  themselves,  on  princi- 
alliance  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla ;  since,  paying     pies  of  right  and  justice,  but  by  arguments  of 
a  price  for  a  purdiase,  he  received  no  &voitr,     policy  and  convenience,  by  which  the   best 
and  incurred  no  obligation.    It  did  not  free  the    founded  claims  of  right  and  justice  may  at  all 
company  from  all  the  dangers  attending  either  '  times  be  set  aside  ami  defeated.    "They  judg- 
a  remote  property  or  a  remote  connection ;     ed  it  highly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  answer 
since,  the  moment  the  country  in  question  b»-    the  draughts  ofthe  king  until  they  were  satia- 
came  part  of  Shuja  Dowla's  dominions,  it  was    fied  of  his  amicable  intentions,  and  those  of  his 
included  in  the  company's  former  guarantee  of    new  allies."    But  neither  had  they  any  reaaoo 
those  dominions,  and  in  case  of  invasion,  the    to  question  the  king's  amicable    intentioM, 
tompKDj  w«r«  obliged  to  send  part  of  their    nor  was  he  pledged  to  answer  for  thoM  of  the 
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IfihnUtaf ;  hit  trusting  to  the  good  faith  of  "  that  the  sword  which  gave  us  the  dominioD 
tbat  people,  and  relying  on  their  assistance  to  of  Bengal,  must  be  the  instrument  of  its  pro- 
reinstate  him  in  the  possession  of  his  capital,  serration,  and  that,  if  it  should  erer  cease  to 
nught  bare  been  imprudent  and  impolitic;  but  be  oars,  tne  next  proprietor  would  derive  his 
these  measures,  however  ruinous  to  himself,  right  and  possession  from  the  same  natttral 
indicated  no  enmity  to  the  English,  nor  were  charter.^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to 
they  productive  of  any  effects  injurious  to  the  answer  any  immediate  purpose,  adopts  any 
English  interests.  And  it  is  plain,  that  the  principle  ofpolicy,  however  &lse  or  dangerous, 
Mud  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council  were  without  any  regard  to  former  declaration! 
pcffectly  aware,  that  tiieir  motives  or  pretences  made,  or  to  principles  avowed  on  other  occa^ 
lor  withholding  the  tribute  were  too  weak  to  sions  by  himself ;  and  particularly  that,  in  his 
justify  their  conduct,  having  principally  insbt^  conduct  to  Shaw  Allum,  he  first  maintained, 
ed  on  the  reduced  state  of  their  treasury,  which,  that  the  grants  of  that  prince  were  of  no  avail, 
M  they  ssid,  rendered  U  impracticable  to  comfiy  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Bengal  by  the 
witk  thoae  pt^pnentM,  The  right  of  a  credit<v  sword,  which  he  has  falsely  declared  the  source 
does  not  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  of  right,  and  the  natural  charter  of  dominion ; 
drbior ;  on  the  contrary,  the  plea  of  inability  whereas,  at  a  later  period,  he  has  declared,  that 
iocloded  a  virtual  acknowledgement  of  the  debt,  the  sovereignly  of  the  family  of  Shaw  Allum  is 
since,  if  the  creditor's  right  were  denied,  the  universally  acknowledged,  and  that  the  com- 
plea  would  be  superfluous.  pany  itself  derives  its  constitutional  dominion 

That  the  East-India  company,  naving  on  from  their  ostensible  bounty, 
their  part  violated  the  engagements,  and  re- 
nounced the  conditions  on  which  they  received,  -^— » 
and  have  hitherto  held  and  enjoyed,  the  de- 

wanny  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  from  the  HI.    BENARES, 
king  Shaw  Allum,  have  thereby  forfeited  all 

right  and  title  to  the  said  dowanny  arbing  part  x. 

from  the  laid  grant,  and  that  it  is  free  and  open  ^;  ^  ^^  ^.^^,  ^y.  ^^  ^  .^  ^^  j,^^ 

to  the  said  king  to  resume  such  grant,  and  to  ^             ^      ^ 

transfer  it  to  any  other  prince  or  state ; — that,  I. — That  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a 

notwithstanding  any  distress  or  weakness  to  fruicfbl,  and  has  been,  not  long  since,  an  order- 

which  he  may  be  actually  reduced,  his  lawfiil  ly,  well  cultivated  and  improved  province ;  of 

aothority,  as  sovereign  of  the  Mogul  empire,  great  extent ;  and  its  capital  city,  as  Warren 

is  still  acknowledged  in  India,  and  that  his  Hastings,  Esq.  has  informed  the  court  of  di- 

grant  of  the  dewanny  would  sufficiently  au-  rectors,  in  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  November, 

tborizv,  and  materially  assist  any  prince  or  1781,  "  is  highly  revered  by  the  natives  of  the 

slate  that  might  attempt  todisposscsstho  East-  HindQ  persuasion;  so  that  many,  who  have 

India  company  thereof,  since  it  would  convey  acquired  independent  fortunes,  retire  to  close 

a  right  which  could  not  be  disputed,  and  to  theirdays  in  a  place  so  eminently  distinguished 

vHach  nothing  but  force  could  be  opposed,  for  its  sanctity :"  and  he  further  acquaints  the 

Nor  can  these  opinions  be  more  strongly  im-  directors,  *'  that  it  may  rather  be  considered 

pressed  than  they  have  been  lately  by  the  said  na  the  seat  of  the  HindO  religion,  than  as  the 

Warren  Hastings  himself,  who,  in  a  minute,  capital  of  a  province.    But  as  its  inhabitants 

recorded  the  1st  of  December,  1784,  has  de-  are  not  composed  of  HindOs  only,  the  former 

clared  that  *'  &llen  as  the  house  of  Timur  is,  wealth,  which  flowed  into  it  from  the  oflerings 

it  is  yet  the  relic  of  the  most  illustrious  line  of  pilgrims,  as  well  as  fi'oro  the  transactioiM 

«f  the  eastern  world ; — that  its  eovereignty  it  of  exchange,  for  which  its  central  situation  is 

BMe«rsa2(yacXefunt^ed^«d,  though  the  su^tanoe  adapted,  has  attracted  numbers  of  Mahome- 

ef  it  no  longer  exists ;  and  that  the  company  dans,  who  still  continue  to  reside  in  it  with 

itself  derives  its  constitutions  dominion  from  their  families.**    And  these  circumstances  oi 

its  ostsosible  bounty."  the  city  of  Benares,  which  not  only  attracted 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  this  the  attention  of  all  the  different  descriptions  oi 
declaration,  has  renounced  and  condemned  the  men  who  inhabit  Indostan,but  interested  them 
principle  on  which  he  avowedly  acted  towards  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  suffer,  did,  in  a 
fhe  mogui  in  the  year  177S,  when  he  denied  peculiar  manner,  require,  that  the  govemonr 
Ifaat  the  sunnuds  or  grants  of  the  mogul,  if  they  general  and  council  of  Calcutta  should  con- 
in  the  hands  of  another  nation,  would  duct  themselves  with  regard  to  its  rulers  and 
then  any  thing ;  and  when  he  d«clarod,  inhabitants,  when  it  became  dependent  on  th 
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coiiipa«7t  oo  the  most  dutingaiBhed  prindplfls  all  partieg.''  And  the  said  Harper,  in  his  let* 
of  good  faith,  equity,  moderation,  and  mild-  ter  ofthe  8th  October,  1770,  giving  an  aoconnft 
ness.  of  the  investiture  afi>resaid,  did  express  him- 

self in  these  w(»tis :  '^  I  will  leave  the  joung 
II.— That  the  rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  late     rajah,  and  others,  to  aocpiaint  you  how  I  have 
prince  or  zemindar  of  the  province  aforesaid,     conducted  mjrself ;  only  thus  much  let  me  say, 
was  a  great  lord  ofthe  Mogul  empire,  depen-     that  I  have  kept  a  strict  eye  not  to  diminiali 
dent  on  the  same,  through  the  vizier  of  the     our  national  honour,  disinterestedness  and  ju»* 
empire,  the  late  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  nahob  of    tice ;  which  I  will  conclude  has  bad  a  greater 
Oude ;  and  the  said  Bulwant  Sing,  in  the  com-     effect  in  securing  to  the  company  their  vast 
owncement  of  the  English  power,  did  attach     possessions,  than  even  the  force  of  arms,  how* 
himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English  company ;     ever  formidable,  could  do."    The  president  of 
and  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  company     Calcutta  testified  his  approbation  of  the  said 
did  acknowledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  26th     Harper's  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms,  thai 
of  May,  1768,  tluit  Bulwant  Sing's  joiningus     is  in  the  following :  "  Your  disinterestedness 
at  the  same  time  be  did,  was  ofaignal  §ervieef     has  beea.  equally  distmguishable  as  your  abili- 
■nd  the  stipulation  in  his  ikvour  was  what  he     ties,  and  both  do  you  the  greatest  honour.* 
was  justly  entitled  to  :"— «nd  they  did  com- 
mend "  the  care  that  had  been  taken  (by  the        IV.— That  the  agreement  between  the  ra- 
then  presidency)  of  those  that  had  shown  their    jah  and  nabob  aforesaid,  continued  on  both 
attachment  to  them  (the  company)  during  the     sides  without  any  violation,  under  the  sanction 
war  ,*"  and  they  did  finally  express  their  hope     and  guarantee  of  the  East-India  company,  for 
and  expectation  in  the  words  following :  "  The     three  years ;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
moderation  and  attention  paid  to  those  who     being  then  president,  did  propose  a  further  con- 
have  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war,  will     firmation  of  the  said  grant ;  and  did,  on  the 
restore  our  reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that     12th  of  October,  1773,  obtain  a  delegation  for 
the  Indian  powers  will  be  convinced,  NO     himself  to  be  the  person  to  negotiate  the  same; 
breach  of  treaty  will  ever  fusve  our  aanction,**     it  being  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  report 

of  October  4th,  1773,  that  the  rajah  was  not 
UI. — That  the  rajah  Bulwant  Sing  died  on     only  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  his  zemin- 
the  23d  of  August,  1770,  and  his  son,  Cheit     dary  by  the  grants  through  Captain  Harper, 
Sing,  succeeding  to  his  rights  and  pretensions,     but  that  the  preceding  treaty  of  Illiabad,  though 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta   (John  Cartier,     literally  expressing  no  more  than  a  security 
Esquire,  being  then  president)   did  instruct     personal  to  Bulwant  Sing,  did,  notwithstamj- 
Captain  Gabriel  Harper  to  procure  a  confirm     ing,  in  the  true  s«ise  and  import  thereof,  ex- 
mation  ofthe  succession  to  bis  son  Cheit  Sing,     tend  to  his  posterity ;  "  and  that  it  had  been 
**naii  was  of  the  utmost  political  import  to     differently  understood  (that  is  not  literally) 
the  company's  affairs ;  and  that  the  young  man     by  tho  company,  and  by  this  administration ; 
ought  not  to  consider  the  price  to  be  paid  to     and  the  vizier  had  b^ott  put  it  out  of  all  dis- 
ntisfy  the  vixier'e  jealouay  and  avarice.^'    And     pute  by  the  solemn  act,  passed  in  the  rajah's 
they  did  further  declare  as  follows : ''  the  strong     ikvour  on  his  succession  to  the  zemindary." 
and  inriolable  attachment  which  subsisted  be- 
twixt the  company  and  the  fother,  makes  us        V.— That  the  council,  in  their  instmctioot 
most  readily  interpose  our  good  offices  for  the     to  the  said  Govemour  Hastings,  did  empower 
son."    And  the  young  rajah  aforesaid  having     him  *^  to  reneio,  in  behalf  of  the  Rajah  Cheit 
agreed,  under  the  mediation  of  Captain  Har-     Sing,  the  stipulation  which  was  formerly  made 
per,  to  pay  near  two  hundred  thousand^  pounds     with  the  vizier,  in  consideration  of  his  services 
•s  a  gift  to  the  said  vizier,  and  to  increase  his     in  1764 ;"  and  the  government  was  aocording- 
tribute  by  near  thirty  thousand  pounds  annually     ly  settled  on  the  rajah  and  his  posterity,  or  to 
a  deed  of  confirmation  was  passed  by  the  said     his  heirs,  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it  was 
vizier  to  the  said  rajah,  and  his  heirs,  by  which     granted  to  his  said  father,  excepting  the  ad* 
be  became  a  purchaser  for  valuable  considers-    dition  aforesaid  to  the  tribute ;  with  an  express 
tions  of  his  right  and  inhoitance  in  the  zem-     provision,  *^  that  no  inereate  shall  ever  here- 
indary  aforesaid.  In  consequence  of  this  grant,     aAer  be  demanded."    And  the  grant  and  stipo- 
■o  by  him  purchased,  the  rajah  was  solemnly     lation  aforesaid  was  further  confirmed  by  the 
invested  with  the  government  in  the  city  of    said  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  under  the  company^ 
Benares,  *<  amidst  the  acclamaticHis  of  a  nu-     guarantee,  by  the  most  solemn  and  awful  form 
merous  people,  and  to  the  great  satis&ction  of    of  oath  known  in  the  Mahomedan  religioBi 
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in  tb»  bodj  of  the  deed  or  grant ;  and  amounting  to  Benares  sicca  rupees,  23,71  f656,« 

dm  said  Warren  Hastings,  strongly  impressed  12,  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  expressed  in  the 

with  the  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  protecting  following  article;  that  no  other  demand  &e 

the  rajah,  and  of  the  injustice,  malice,  and  ava^-  made  on  him  either  by  the  nabob  of  Oudoj  ot 

rice  of  the  said  Shuja  Dowla,  and  the  known  ihia  government  \  nor  any  kind  of  authority  or 

&mi]y  enmity  subsisting  between  him  and  the  jwriediction  be  exercised  by  either  Ufithin  the 

rajah,  did  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  di^ricte  amgned  to  him.**    To  which  minute 

as  follows :  "  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  ra-  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  subjoin  the 

iah's  inheritance,  and  perhaps  his  life,  are  no  following  observation  in  writing,  and  recorded 

longer  safe  than  while  he  enjoys  the  company's  therewith  in  the  council  books,  that  is  to  say  > 

protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the  ties  of  jus-  **  The  rajah  of  Benaree,from  the  situation  of 

Ue%  and  the  obligations  of  public  faith."  hie  country;  which  is  a  frontier  to  the  provinces 

of  Oude  and  Bahar^  may  be  made  a  service^' 

VI.«^That  some  time  afler  the  new  confir-  lie  ally  to  the  company,  whenever  their  qffairs 
ONtioa  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  skaU  require  it.  He  has  always  been  consider* 
1774,  tliegovemour-general  and  council,  which  ed  in  this  light,  both  by  the  company  and  the 
bad  been  formed,  and  the  members  thereof  ap-  suceessive  members  of  the  late  council ;  but  to 
pmnted,  by  act  of  parliament,  did  obtain  the  insure  Jiis  attaehmeTit  to  the  company,  his  inter- 
assignment  of  the  sovereignty  paramount  of  e«<  must  be  connected  with  it,  which  cannot  be 
dhs  said  government  by  treaty  with  the  nabob  better  ^ected  than  by  freeing  him  totally  from 
of  Oode ;  by  which,  although  the  supreme  do-  the  REMAINS  of  his  present  vassalage,  un^ 
was  changed,  the  terms  and  the  condi-  der  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  comi" 
of  the  tenure  of  the  rajah  of  Benares  pony ;  amf  at  the  same  time  guarding  him 
as  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  could  against  any  apprehensUms  from  tJus  govern- 
to  the  East^India  company  no  other  incn<,  by  thus  pledging  its  faith  that  no  en- 
•r  greater  estate  than  he  himself  possessed  in  eroachment  shall  ever  be  made  on  his  rights  by 
or  over  the  said  zemindary.  But  to  obviate  the  company"  And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
my  lueconstruction  on  the  subject,  the  said  ings,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1775,  did  himself  pro- 
Warren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board,  pose,  among  other  articles  of  the  treaty  rela- 
Ihat  whatever  provision  might  in  the  said  treaty  tive  to  this  object,  one  of  the  following  te« 
be  made  for  tlie  interest  of  the  company,  the  nour :  <'  that  whilst  the  rajah  shall  continue 
■ae  shoald  be  "  without  an  encroachment  on  faithful  to  these  engagements,  and  punctual  in 
the  jttst  rights  of  the  rajah,  or  the  engagements  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  due  obedience  to 
jctafltfjf  subsisting  with  him  J"  the  authority  of  this  government,  no  more  de- 

mands  shall  be  made  upon  him  by  the  honour- 

Vn. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  able  company  of  ANY  KIND ;  or,  any  pre- 

hvring,  or  pretending  to  have,  an  extraordina-  tence  whatsoever,  shall  any  person  be  allowed 

fy  eare  of  the  interest  of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  to  interfere  with  his  authority,  or  to  disturb  tha 

fid,  on  his  transfer  of  the  sovereignty,  propose  peace  of  his  country."    And  the  said  article 

a  new  grmnft  to  be  conveyed  in  new  instru-  was,  by  the  other  members  of  the  council,  a*> 

■sats  to  tlie  said  rajah,  conferring  upon  him  sented  to  without  debate, 
fivtber  privileges;  namely,  the  addition  of  the 

•srereign  rights  of  the  mint,  and  of  the  right  IX. — On  transferring  the  rajah's  tributn 
of  crinunal  justice  of  life  and  death  ;  and  ho  from  the  nabob  to  the  company,  the  stipulation 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  govemour-ge-  with  the  nabob  was  renewed  on  the  proposi- 
MrmL,  did  himself  propose  the  resolutions  for  tionof  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  and 
dM  purpose  incouncil,  in  the  following  words,  expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner; 
vidi  remarks  explanatory  of  the  principles,  namely,  "  that  no  more  demands  shall  be  made 
upoa  which  the  grants  aforesaid  were  made :  upon  him,  by  the  honourable  company,  of  any 
■Siely,  kind  ;"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  jus- 
Minute,  tification  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  rajah 

**  a  complete  and  uncontrolled  authority  over 

Vin. — "  That  the  perpetual  and  indepen"  his  zemindary,*'  did  enter  on  the  council  book 

deui  possession  of  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  the  following  reasons  for  investing  him  with 

■■d  its  dependencies,  be  confirmed  and  guar-  the  same ;  strongly  indicating  the  situation  in 

tttiBd  to  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  and  his  heirs  which  he  must  be  left  under  any  other  circunn 

6r  ever,  smbjoet  only  to  the  annual  payment  of  stances,  whether  under  the  nabob  of  Oude,  or 

%  fescmcss  hitherto  paid  to  the  late  vixier,  under  the  English,  or  under  the  double  influ- 

Vol.  ni.— «  F 
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ence  of  both :  **•  tiMU  the  Mcoritj  of  hii  p«r-  of  the  intentioiw  of  the  company  towuds  Uaii 

■on  and  possetiioDs,  from  the  company's  pro-  and  of  the  true  aeose  and  eonatmctioo  of  the 

tection,  may  be  rated  equal  to  many  laelu  of  granti  to  him,  the  aaid  rajah,  to  be  made,  the 

rupees,  whkhf  though  aaved  to  himy  art  no  lost  govemour-geoeral  (he  the  said  Warm  Has- 

lo  the  govtmrnentf  on  which  ho  doptndo^  hang  tings)  and  council  did,  oo  tlw  24th  August, 

uU  arttolea  of  mviti6/e  aperue ;  in  fees  to  the  1775,  instruct  Mr.  Fowke,  thereodent  attbe 

ministers  and  officers  of  the  nabob ;  in  the  rajah's  court,  in  the  following  words :  **  It  la 

charges  of  a  double  establishment  of  vackeels  proper  to  assure  themjah  we  do  not  mean  «• 

to  both  governments ;  in  presents  and  charges  increase  his  tribute,  but  to  require  from  him  ao 

of  accommodation  to  the  nabob,  during  his  resi-  exact  sum.    That,  under  the  sovereignty  of 

dence  at  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  his  the  company,  we  are  determined  to  leave  hia 

zemindary;  in  the  fraud*t  enU>ealementMf  and  the  free  and  uncontrolled  management  of  the 

opyreeaiona  exereiied  in  the  mint  and  eutuxUfy  ;  internal  government  of  his  country,  and  the 

bftside  the  allowed  profits  of  those  oflicers,  and  collection  and  regulation  of  the  revenues,  so 

the  advantages,  which  every  man  in  occa^onal  long  as  he  adheres  to  the  terms  nfhis  engage- 

power  J  or  in  the  credU  ofitf  might  make  of  the  ment ;  and  will  never  demand  any  augmenti^ 

rajaKs  known  weakneu^  and  the  dread  he  stood  tion  of  the  annual  tribute  which  may  be  fixed.* 
in  both  of  the  displeasure  of  the  nabob,  and 

the  iU-xoUl  of  individuaU  among  the  EngU^  XI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ud 

who  were  all  coneidered^  either  in  their  preeent  the  council-general,  not  being  satisfied  with 

ataiiona  or  connections,  or  the  right  of  euoce^  having  instructed  the  resident  to  make  the  r^ 

fion  oM  memhert  of  the  atate  of  Bengal.    It  presentation  aforesaid,  to  remove  all  soi^ 

would  be  scarce  possible  to  enumerate  all  the  cion  that  by  the  new  grants  any  attempt  shoold 

inconveniences  to  which  the  rajah  was  liable  insidiously  be  made  to  change  his  ibrmer  t^ 

in  hia  former  sinutfum,  or  to  estimate  the  pre-  nure,  did  resolve  that  a  letter  should  be  wril* 

cise  effect  which  they  produced  on  his  revenue,  ten  by  the  govemour-general  himself  to  the 

and  on  the  gross  amount  of  his  expense ;  but  rajah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Fowka 

it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  both  were  the  resident,  together  with  his  credentials , 

enormous,  and  of  a  nature  the  most  likely  to  in  which  letter  th^  declare  "  the  board  will- 

'essen  the  profits  of  government,  instead  of  ing  to  continue  the  grant  of  the  zemindary  U» 

adding  to  them."    And  in  justification  of  his  him,in  as  ftdl  and  mnp(e  a  manner  aa  he  po^ 

proposal  of  giving  the  rajah  the  symbols  of  sessed  it  from  former  mnereigna;  and  on  faia 

sovereignty  in  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  paying  the  annual  tribute,  Stc."    And  in  es« 

in  the  coining  of  money,  as  pledges  of  his  in^  plaining  the  reasons  for  granting  to  him  the 

dependence f  he  states  the  deplond)le  situation  mint  and  criminal  justice  they  inform  him,  that 

of  princes  reduced  to  dependence  on  the  vizier,  this  is  done  in  order  **  that  he  may  possess  an 

or  the  company,  and  obliged  to  entertain  an  uncontrolled  and  free  authority  in  the  regul^ 

English  resident  at  their  court,  in  the  follow-  tion  and  government  of  his  zemindary." 
ing  words :   "  It  is  proposed  to  receive  the 

payment  of  his  (the  rajah's)  rents  at  Patna,  XII. — That,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1776, 

because  that  is  the  nearest  provincial  station,  the  board  and  council  did  order  that  the  pro* 

and  because  it  would  not  frustrate  the  intent  per  instruments  shouki  be  prepared  for  con* 

tion  of  rendering  the  rajah  independent.    If  a  veyingto  the  rajah  aforesaid,  tlie  government 

resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money  and  criminal  justice  and  mint  of  Benares,  with 

as  it  became  due,  at  Benares,  auch  a  resident  its  dependencies,  *<  in  the  usual  fivm ;  express* 

would  unavoidably  acquire  an  influence  over  ing  the  conditiona  abreadjf  reaohed  on  in  the 

die  rajah,  and  over  his  country,  which  would  aeveral  proeeedinga  of  the  hoard.^    And  on  the 

VI  ^eet  render  him  maater  of  both.    This  con-  same  day  a  letter  was  written  to  the  reeideat 

lequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought  com-  at  Benares,  signifying  that  they  had  ordered 

^etely  to  pass  without  a  atruggUf  and  many  the  proper  instruments  to  be  prepared,  sped* 

wppeaU  to  council,  which,  in  a  government  fying  the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  ot 

constituted  like  this,  cannot  fail  to  terminate  the  rajah's  tribute  to  Calcutta,  as  well    as  . 

againat  the  rajah ;  cmd  6y  the  eonatructUm  to  "  the  aeveral  other  conditiona  which  had  been 

which  hia  oppoaition  to  the  agent  would  be  Hch  already  agreed  to  ;  and  that  they  shouki  ftc^ 

Me,  might  et>entually  draw  on  him  aevere  rt^  ward  it  to  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the  rajah.' 

atrietiona,  emd  reduce  him  to  the  mean  and  df  And  on  the  20th  of  March,  following,  the  boetd 

proved  atate  of  a  mere  zemindar.**  did  again  explain  the  terms  of  the  said  tribvit 

X. — That  in  order  to  satisfy  the  said  rayah  .  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  dU 
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■ii^  **  liMt  a  mmod  (gnnt  or  patent)  for  Ui  Bat  the  reflident,  on  recehring  the  oune,  did 

(Cheit  Sini^t)  xemindary  ihould  be  uirnisbed  transmit  the  several  objections  made  by  the 

■a  ewtJUat  mi  tht  cen^Utioni  b^ore  agntd  rajah  thereto ;  and  particularly  to  a  clause  in 

M."  the  patent,  made  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 

engagements  of  the  council  so  solemnly  and 

XIII.— That  during  the  course  of  the  trans-  repeatedly  given ;  by  which  clause  the  former 

actions  aforesaid  in  council,  and  the  various  patents  are  declared  to  be  niM.    That  on  the 

asauraaees  given  to  the  rajah  and  the  court  of  representation  aforesaid,  on  the  S9th  July,  the 

directors,  certain  improper  and  firaudulent  prao-  secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  new  and  pro- 

liees  wcrs  used  with  regard  to  the  symbols  of  per  instruments,  omitting  the  dauu  declaring 

■ivestiture,  which  ought  to  have  been  given,  tke/omurpalenis  to  be  nuUt  and  the  said  new 

mA  the  form  of  the  deeds,  by  which  the  said  patents  were  delivered  to  the  rajah ;  and  the 

•Haiadary  might  to  have  been  granted ;  for  it  others,  which  he  objected  to,  as  well  as  those 

spears  that  the  original  deeds  were  signed  by  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  originally, 

As  board  oo  the  4th  September,  1775,  and  were  returned  to  the  presidency.    But  neither 

ttMoiitted  to  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resident  at  the  the  first  set  of  deeds,  nor  the  firaudulent  patent 

l^db's  coort :  and  that,  on  the  SOth  of  Novem-  aforesaid,  nor  the  new  instruments  made  out 

bir  follow  ing,  the  court  of  directors  were  ae-  on  the  complaint  of  the  rajah,  omitting  the 

fninted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  exceptional  words,  have  been  inserted  in  the 

csoBcil,  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  in-  records,  although  it  was  the  particular  duty  ol 

VMed  with  the  sannud  (charters  or  patent)  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that  all  transactions 

6r  his  aemiodary,  and  the  kellaut  (or  robes  with  the  country  powers  should  be  fkithfiiUy 

tf  invesUture)  in  all  the  proper  forms.    But,  entered ;  as  well  as  to  take  care  that  all  in- 

« the  1st  of  October,  1776,  the  rajah  did  com-  struments  transmiUed  to  them,  on  the  &ith  of 

pUa  to  the  govemour-geaeral  and  council,  that  the  company,  should  be  honestly,  candidly,  and 

As  kellant  (or  robes)  with  which  he  was  to  be  &irly  executed,  according  to  the  true  intent 

■rcsled  aooording  to  their  order,  '*u  not  of  the  and  meaning  of  the  engagements  entered  into 

iSBM  kimd  aa  that  which  he  received  from  the  on  the  part  cf  the  company  :  giving  by  tlie 

kta  Tizier  on  the  like  occasion."    In  conse-  laid  complicated,    artificial,    and   fraudulent 

of  the  said  complaint,  the  board  did,  nanagement,  as  well  as  by  his  said  omitting 
letter  to  the  resident  of  the  11th  of  the  ~to  record  the  said  material  document,  strong 

■■e  BKmth,    desire  him  "to  make  inquiry  reason  to  presume  that  he  did  even  then  me- 

iluMliiH  the  natore  of  the  kellaut,  and  invest  ditate  to  make  some  evil  use  of  the  deeds  which 

Vm  with  eiie  of  the  eame  aort  on  the  part  of  this  he  thus  withheld  from  the  company,  and  which 

instead  of  that  which  they  for«  he  did  afterwards  in  reality  make,  when  he 


described  to    him."    And  it  appears     found  means  and  dpportunity  to  effect  his  evil 
highly  probable,  that  the  instruments  which       i^y^i^ 


the  said  robes  of  investiture  were 

in  a  nanner  comfbrmable  to  the  orders  -^— ~ 
■d  dirsctiotts  of  the  board,  and  the  conditions 

hy  tfaem  agreed  to ;  as  the  rajah,  who  com-  PART  II. 
1  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  robes,  did 

no  complaint  of  the  insufficiency  of  the     Dxiioirs  or  MR.  hastiugs  to  buxh  tbs 

,  w  of  any  deviation  in  them  from  bajah  or  beh  ares. 


Aofehe  had  formerly  received  from  the  vizier. 

erdaplioate  i^fthe  eaid  deeds  or        I. — That  the  tribute  transferred  to  the 
vos  m  tome  manner  eurrepH*     pany  by  the  treaty  with  the  nabob  of  Oude, 


rfispBSsrf  off  and  withhMfrom  the  re-  being  S60,00(X.  a  year  sterling,  and  upwards, 

mrde  of  dm  esMpcmy,  and  never  toot  Crofumil-  without  any  deduction  whatsoever,  vras  paid 

Irf  fa  C4s  esnrf  of  dxretton,  monthly,  with  such  punctual  exactness,  as  had 

no  parallel  in  the  company's  dealings  with 

XrVw^That  several  months  after  the  said  any  of  the  native  princes  or  with  any  subject 

■CI  lament  and  investiture,  namely,  on  the  16th  temindar,  being  tbs  only  one  who  never  was 

flf  April,  1776,(beseeretary  informed  the  court  In  arrears ;  and,  according  to  all  appearance, 

Aaft  ha  fand  prepared  a  sannud,  cabbolut,  and  a  perfect  harmony  did   prevail  between  the 

(thm  is,  a  patent,  an  agreement,  and  a  supremo  council  at  Calcutta  and  the  rajah. 

,  roll)  for  Cheit  Sing's  zemindary ;  and  But  though  the  rajah  of  Benares  fiimished  nt 

boM  OTdsrad  Iha  nma  to  be  ancuto^.  occasiM  of  diipleaiora  to  tba  board,  vet 
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•ince  appaari  that  tho  said  Warren  Hastings  poys,  to  be  raited  and  maintmned  at  hu  own  •»• 

aid,  at  some  time  in  the  year  1777,  conceive  peyue;'' and  the  said  expense  was  estimated  at  bei 

displeasure  against  him.    In  that  year,  he  the  tween  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
said  Warren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act 

of  resignation  of  his  office,  made  to  the  court  III. — That  the  said  requisition  did  suppoM 
ofdiractors  through  his  agent  Mr..  Macleane;  the  eoTuen^  of  the  rajah,  the  very  word  being 
and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  tho  military  to  sup-  inserted  in  the  body  of  his,  the  said  Warrea 
port  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divisions  Hastings's  minute;  and  the  same  was  agreed  tO| 
of  the  government,  according  to  his  own  ex-  though  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  dT  two  of 
pression,  "  to  an  extremity  bordering  on  civil  his  colleagues,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler, 
violence."    This  extremity  ho  attributes,  in  concerning  the  right  of  making  the  same,  even 
a  narrative  by  him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  worded  as  it  was.     But  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr. 
directors,  and  printed,  not  to    his  own  fraud  Wheler  soon  after  finding  that  the  rajah  waa 
and  prevarication,  but  to  what  he  calls  **  an  much  alarmed  by  this  departure  from  the  tret- 
attmnpt  to  wrest  from  him  his  authority ;''  and  ty,  the  requisition  aforesaid  was  strenuouslT 
in  the  said  narrative  he  pretends  that  the  rajah  opposed  t^  them.     The  said  Hastings  dk^ 
of  Benares  had  deputed  an  agent  with  an  ex-  notwitbstandingthis  opposition,  persevere,  and 
press  commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John  by  his  easting  vote  alone  did  carry  the  said 
Clavering. — This  fiu:t,  if  it  had    been  true  'jnjust  and  oppressive  demand.     The  rajah 
(which  is  not  proved)  was  in  no  sort  crimi-  submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  remoife- 
nal  or  offensive  to  the  company's  government ;  strance,to  pay  the  sum  required ;  but  on  the  ox* 
but  was  first  sight  nothing  more  than  a  proper  pren  condition  (as  has  been  frequently  assert- 
mark  of  duty  and  respect  to  the  supposed  sue-  cd  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  witb- 
cession  of  office.    Nor  is  it  possible  to  con-  out  any  contradiction)  that  the  exaction  should 
ceive  in  what  manner  it  could  offisnd  the  said  contihue  but  for  one  year^  and  ahould  not  6s 
Warren  Hastings,  if  he  did  not  imagine  that  draum  into  precedent.    He  also  requested  that 
the  express  commission,  to  which  in  the  said  the  extraordinary  demand  should  be  paid  along 
narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to  the  disco-  with  the  instalments  of  his  monthly  tribute : 
very  to  Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  but  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
which  he  might  wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Cla-  so  much  as  pretend  that  the  instant  paymmt 
vering,  whom  he  styles  "Ais  opponen/,"  having  was  at  all  nocossuy,  and  though  he  was  ur- 
been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the  company's  ged  by  his  before-mentioned  colleagues  to  mo- 
express  orders,  in  the  discovery  of  sundry  pe-  derate  his  proceedings,  he  did  insist  upon  im- 
culations,  and  other  evil  practices,   charged  mediatepaymcntof  the  whole:  and  did  deliw 
upon  the  said  Hastings.    But  although,  at  the  his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting  language, 
time  of  the  said  pretended  deputation,  he  dis-  wholly  unfit  for  a  govemour  of  a  civilixed 
sembled  his  resentment,  it  appears  to  have  ran-  nation  to  use  towards  eminent  persons  in  alii- 
kled  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never  forgave  it,  ance  with,  and  in  honourable  and  free  depen- 
of  whatever  nature  it  might  have  been  (the  dence  upon,  its  government ;  and  did  support 
same  never  having  been  by  him  explained);  the  same  with  arguments  full  of  unwarrantable 
and  some  years  eSter  he  recorded  it  in  his  jus-  passion,  and  with  references  to  reports  affect- 
tification  of  his  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  ing  merely  his  own  personal  power  and  oon- 
rajah,  urging  the  same  with  great  virulence  sideration,  which  reports  were  not  proved,  not 
and  asperity  as  a  proof  of  presumption  of  his  attempted  to  be  proved ;  and,  if  proved  fur- 
the  said   rajah's  disaffection  to  the   compa-  nishing  reasons  insufficient  for  his  purpose^ 
ny's  government ;  and  by  his  subsequent  acts,  and  indecent  in  any  public  proceedings.     That 
he  seems  from  the  first  to  have  resolved,  when  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  the  said  sums  of 
opportunity  should  ocour,  on  a  severe  revenge,  money  to  be  rigorously  exacted,  although  no 

such  regular  battalions  as  he  pretended  to  ee* 

II.— That  hariag  obtained,  in  his  casting  tablish  as  a  colour  for  his  demaiids  on  the  rajah 

vote,  a  majority  in  council  on  the  death  of  Sir  were  then  raised,  or  any  steps  taken  towairda 

John  Clavering  and  Mr.  Monson,  he  did  stid-  raising  them.  And  when  the  said  rajah  pleaded 

denly,  and  without  any  previous  general  com-  his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once,  he, 

munication  with  the  members  of  the  board,  by  the  said  Hastings,  persevering  in  his  said  out- 

a  minute  of  consultation  of  the  9th  of  July,  rageous  and  violent  demeanour,  did  order  the 

1778,  make  an  extraordinary  demand,  namely,  resident  to  wait  on  the  rajah  forthwith,  and, 

'  that  the  rajah  of  Benares  should  oonaent  to  the  "  demand  of  him  in  person,  and  by  writing,  the 

estabUifament  of  three  regular  bftttalioiu  of  M-  fiill  payment  in  specie  to  be  made  to  him  vdthbi 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  119 

Sft  dajf  of  such  demand ;  and  to  declare  to  der  the  conunand  of  Major  Camac,  to  Bena* 

ftna,  in  tie  name  of  this  goTemment,  that  his  res,  that  inea8ur<y  may  be  taken  to  oblige yoa 

eradiog  or  nef  lecting  to  accomplish  the  pay-  to  a  compliance :  and,  in  this  case,  the  whole 

■flat  thereof  within  that  space  of  time  should  bo  expense  of  the  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  march, 

deemed  tqmvaUnt  of  cm  4iAiolute  reftual ;  and  will  fall  on  you." 
in  case  of  noncompliance  with  this  (the  resi- 
dent's) demand,  we  peremptorily  er^oin  you  to        TI. — That  the  said  rajah  did  a  second  and  a 

r^fraim  from  M  further  intercourae  with  him  :^  third  time  represent  to  the  said  Warren  Has- 

tbe  said  Hastings  appearing  by  all  his  proceed-  tings,  that  he  had  broke  his  promise,  and 

iogs,  to  be  more  disposed  to  bring  on  a  quar-  the  said  Hastings  did  in  no  manner  deny  the 

fsl  with  the  prioceof  Benares,  than  to  provide  same;  but  did  in  contempt  there</,  as  well  as 

•ooey  for  any  public  service.  of  the  original  treaty  between  the  company 

and  the  rajah,  order  two  battalions  of  troops 

I  V.«^That  the  said  demand  was  complied  to  march  into  his  territories,  and  in  a  manner 

with,  and  the  whole  thereof  paid  on  the  10th  the  most  harsh,  insulting,  and  despotic,  as  if 

sf  October,  that  year.    And  the  said  rajah  did  to  provoke  that  prince  to  some  act  of  resis- 

mrite  to  the  said  Hastings  a  letter,  in  order  tance,  did  compel  him  to  the  payment  of  the 

to  mitigate  and  molify  him,  declaring  to  the  said  second  unjust  demand ;  and  did  extort  also 

Mid  Hastings,  that  his  sole  reliance  was  on  the  sura  of  2,000/.  on  pretence  of  the  chargo 

Inm, "  and  that  in  every  instance  he  depended  <^the  troops  employed  to  coerce  him. 
m   hia    faith,   religion,   promises,  and  ao- 

But  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,        TII.—That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  say, 

if  the  being  reminded  of  his  &ith  and  pro-  in  the  year  1780,  the  same  demand  was,  with 

were  an  incentive  to  him  to  violate  the  the  same  menaces,  renewed ;  and  did,  as  be- 

,  although  he  had  agreed  that  his  demand  ibre,  produce  several  humble  remonstrances 

Aooldnot  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  and  submissive  complaints,   which  the  said 

ftjmtai  of  the  60,0002.  aforesaid  should  con-  Hastings  did  always  treat  as  crimes  and  ofien- 

tiane  only  for  one  year,  did,  the  very  day  aS-  era  of  the  highest  order :  and  although  in  the 

Mr  Se  had  received  the  letter  aforesaid,  renew  regular  subsidy  or  tribute,  which  was  roonth- 

a  **—««•  "^  of  the  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  ly  pa3rable  by  treaty,  fiAy  days  of  grace  were 

mmt  pretence,  this  year,  even  less  plausible  allowed  on  each  payment,  and  af\or  the  expi- 

Authe  former,  of  three  battalions  to  be  rais-  ration  of  the  said  fifly  days,  one  quarter  per 

tL    The  rajah,  on  being  informed  of  this  re-  cent,  only  was  provided  as  a  penalty,  he,  the 

fnsitioo,  did  remind  the  said  Warren  Has-  said    Warren  Hastings,  on   some  short  de- 

toip  that  ho  engaged,  in  the  last  year,  that  lay  of  pajrment  of  his  third  arbitrary   and 

te  ooe  payment  should  be  made,  and  that  he  illegal  demand,  did  presume,  of  his  own  au- 

rinafcl  not  be  called  upon  in  future ;  and  plead-  thority,  to  impose  a  fine  or  mulct  of  10,000/. 

■f  inability  1o  discharge  the  new  demand,  on  the  said  rajah ;  and  though  it  does  not  ap- 

dsclared  hiznself  in  the  following  words  to  the  pear  whether  or  no  the  same  was  actually  le- 

md  Warren  Hastings  : — "  I   am  therefore  vied,  the  said  threat  was  soon  afler  followed 

hspefiil  you  will  be  kindly  pleased  to  excuse  by  an  order  from  the  said  Hastings,  for  the 

■e  the  fire  lacks  now  demanded,  and  that  no-  march  of  troops  into  the  country  oif  Benares, 

ting  may  be   demanded  of  me  beyond  the  as  in  the  preceding  year. 
■mmt  expressed  in  the  pottah." 

yill.— That   these  violent  and  insulting 

v.— 'That  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  measures  failing  to  provoke  the  rajah,  and  he 

kcier,  that  is,  on  the  28th  August,  1779,  he,  having  paid  up  the  whole  demand,  the  said 

ik»  Slid  Warren  Hastings,  made  a  reply  to  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive  him 

the  said  letter ;  and  without  any  remark  what-  to  extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  rajah  a 

loever  on  the  allegation  of  the  rajah,  stating  sudden  demand,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 

l»  lum  his  engagement,  that  he,  the  said  ra-  tribute  or  subsidy  of  !K60,000/.  per  annum, 

jjth,  abould  not  be  called  upon  in  future,  he  and  over  and  above  the  50,000/.  extraordinary, 

mys, "  I  now  repeat  my  demand,  that  you  do,  to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  service  of 

iB  tbs  reeeipt  of  this ,  without  evasion  or  deky,  the  Bengal  government. 

Cy,  the  five  lacks  of  rupees  into  the  hands  of 
r.  Thomas  Graham,  who  has  orders  to  re-        IX. — The  demand,  as  expressed  in  the  mia« 

mvn  it  from  you ;  and  in  case  of  your  refusal,  ute  of  consultation,  siid  in  the  public  instnio- 

•»  wamoo  the  two  battalions  of  sepoys,  un-  tions  of  the  board  to  the  resident  to  make  tha 
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roquiflition,  is,  **  for  sucfa  part  of  tho  oiT&Iry  by  the  nid  Warren  Halting  himself  in  hit 

entertained  in  his  senrice  as  be  can  spare ;"  narratire,  and  in  no  part  thereof  attempted  to 

and  the  demand  is  in  this,  andf  in  no  other  man-  be  impeached,  is  more  worthy  of  credit;  that 

ner  described  by  the  govemour-general  and  is  to  say, 

council  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors.        **  With  respect  to  the  horse,  you  desired  me 

But  in  a  narrative  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  your  letter  to  inform  you  what  number  I 

addressed  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  it  ap-  could  afford  to  station  with  you.    I  sent  yoQ 

pears,  that  upon  the  rajah's  making  difficulties,  a  particular  account  of  all  that  were  in  my 

according  to  the  representation  of  the  said  Has-  service,  amounting  to  one  thousand  three  haom 

tings,  relative  to  the  said  requisition,  the  cor-  dred  horse,  of  which  several  were  stationed  at 

respcnidence  concerning  which  the  said  Hast-  distant  places ;  but  I  received  no  answer  ta 

ings  hath  fraudulently  suppressed,  he,  the  said  this.     Mr.  Markham  delivered  me  an  ordet 

Hastings,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  requisi-  to  prepare  a  thousand  horse.     In  compliance 

tion  of  such  cavalry  tu  the  rajah  could  tpartf  with  your  wishes,  I  collected  five  hundred 

and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  horse,  a»d  a  substitute  for  the  remainder,  five 

he  was  authorized  to  make,  did,  of  his  own  hundred  burkundasses   [matchlock  men],  ci 

private  and  arbitrary  authority,  in  some  letter  which  I  sent  you  information ;  and  I  told  Mr. 

which  he  hath  suppressed,  instruct  the  resident,  Markham  that  they  were  ready  to  go  to  what- 

Markham,  to  make  a  peremptory  demand  for  ever  place  they  should  be  sent.     No  answer, 

2000  cavalry,  which  he  well  knew  to  be  more  however,  came  from  you  on  this  head,  and  I 

than  the  rajah's  finances  could  support,  estimat-  remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.     Ro- 

ing  the  provision  for  the  same  at  96,000/.  a  peatedly  I  asked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  an- 

year  at  the  lowest,  though  the  expense  of  the  swer  to  my  letter  about  the  horse ;  but  he  told 

same  would  probably  have  been  much  more :  me,  that  he  did  not  know  the  reason  of  no  an 

which  extravagant  demand  the  said  Hastings  swer  having  been  sent.    I  remained  astoo- 

could  only  have  made  in  hopes  of  provoking  ished.** 
the  rajah  to  some  imprudent  measure,  or  pas- 
sionate remonstrance.     And  this  arbitrary  de-         XII. — That  the  said  Hastings  is  guilty  of 

mand  of  cavalry  was  made,  and  peremptorily  an  high  offence,  in  not  giving  an  answer  to 

insisted  on,  although  in  the  original  treaty  with  letters  of  such  importance,  and  in  concealing 

the  said  rajah,  it  was  left  entirely  optional  the  said  letters  from  the  oonat  of  directors,  aa 

whether  or  not  he  should  keep  up  any  cavalry  well  as  much  of  his  correspondence  wiih  the 

at  all :  and  in  the  minute  of  consultation  it  residents ;  and  more  particularly  in  not  direct- 

was  expressly  mentioned  to  be  thus  optional ;  ing  to  what  place  the  cavalry  and  matchlock 

and  for  whatsoever  cavalry  he,  the  said  rajah,  men  aforesaid  should  be  sent,  when  the  rajah 

should  furnish,  he  should  be  paid  fifteen  rupees  had  declared  they  were  ready  to  go  to  whai- 

per  month  for  each  private,  and  so  in  proper-  ever  service  should  be  destined  for  them,  andaf^ 

tion  for  officers ;  yet  the  demand  aforesaid  was  terwards  in  maliciously  accusing  the  rajah  for 

made  without  any  offer  whatsoever  of  provid-  no:  having  sent  the  same, 
ing  the  said  payment  according  to  treaty. 

XIII.—That,  on  the  Sd  of  February,  1781, 

X. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  soon  afler  a  new  demand  for  the  support  <^  the  three  fio* 
but  upon  what  ground  does  not  appear  by  any  titious  battalions  of  sepoys  aforesaid  was  madtt> 
minute  of  council,  or  'rom  any  correspondence  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  but,  whilst  the 
contained  in  his  nar.-ative,  reduce  the  demand  rajah  was  paying  by  instalments  the  said  ar- 
te fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to  one  thou-  bitrary  demand,  the  said  rajah  was  alarmed 
■and ;  by  whidi  be  showed  himself  to  be  sen-  with  some  intelligence  of  secret  projects  on 
sible  of  the  extravagance  of  his  first  requisi-  foot  for  his  ruin ;  and  being  well  apprized  of 
tioo.  the  malicious  and  revengeful  temper  c^  the 

said  Hastings,  in  order  to  pacify  him,  if  pos* 

XI.— 'That  in  consequence  of  these  requi-  sible,  offered  to  redeem  himself  by  a  large 

■itions,  as  he  asserts  in  his  narrative  aforesaid,  ransom,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand 

the  rajah  *'  did  offer  two  hundred  and  fifly  horse,  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  tho 

but  sent  none."    But  the  said  Hastings  doth  company.    And  it  appears  that  the  said  alara 

not  accompany  his  said  narrative  with  any  was  far  from  groundless ;  for  Major  Palmer^ 

voucher  or  document  whatever ;  and  therefore  one  of  the  secret  and  confidential  agents  of 

the  account  given  by  the  rajah,  and  delivered  the  said  Hastings,  hath  sworn,  on  tlw  4th  of 

to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  inserted  December,  1781,   at  the  desire  of  the  id4 
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Wvna  Tfaitingfy  befere  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  17)  tocre  declared  to  require  early  puniBhineni 

10  the  Ibllowing  effect :  that  is  to  aay,  <*  that  ijid  in  his  wealih  woe  greaty  and  the  eompa» 

Ibe  eaid  Wannen  Hastings  had  told  him^  the  fief's  exigendet  pruring^  it  was  thought  a 

laid  Palmer,  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  measure  of  policy  and  justice  to  exact  from 

rejected  the  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  him  a  large  pecuniary  mulct  for  their  relief. 

pomda  made  by  the  rajah  of  Beimres  for  the  The  sum  to  which  the  gov^hiour  declared  his 

publ^  sernoa :  and  tluit  he  was  resolved  to  resolution  to  extend  the  fine,  was  forty  or  fiAy 

eomtrntAefoMUeeommittedbytherajahintoa  lacks;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was  stated  as  a 

fvbUe  ben^f  and  would  exact  tho  sum  of  fact,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the 

600,0001.  as  a  punishment  for  his  breach  of  two  alternatives,  on  which  the  govemour  de- 

SDgagemeots  widi  the  government  of  Bengal^  dared  himself  to  have  resolved,  were,  to  the 

and  acts  of  misconduct  in  his  zemindary :  and,  best  of  my  recollection,  either  a  removal  from 

if  the  rajah  should  absolutely  refuse  the  de-  his  zemindary  entirely ;  or,  by  taking  imme- 

nand,  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  zemin-  diate  possession  of  all  his  forts,  to  obtain  out 

duy,  or  transfer  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  the  of  the  treasure  deposited  in  them  the  above 

aabob  of  Oude.'*  sum  for  the  company." 

XIV . — ^And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  declara-  XV. — That,  in  the  declaration  of  the  said 

tieo  from  Scindia's  camp,  on  the  4th  of  Jan-  Wheler,  the  time  of  the  conversation  afore- 

■ary,  178t,  did  also,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  said  is  stated  to  be  on  the  eve  of  the  govern- 

HastJBifa,  depose  (though  not  on  oath)  concern-  our^s  departure,  and  then  said  to  be  confiden- 

mg  a  coBversation  between  him  and  the  said  tial ;  nor  is  it  said  or  insinuated  that  he  knew 

Hastings  (but  mentioning  neither  the  time  nor  <»-  ever  heard  thereof  at  a  more  early  period ; 

place  where  the  same  was  held);  in  which  though  it  appears  by  Major  Palmer's  affidavit, 

peuieiaation,  af\er  reciting  the  allegations  of  that  the  design  of  taking,  not  four  or  five,  but 

the  said  Hastings  relative  to  several  particulars  absolutely  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the 

of  the  delay  and  backwardness  of  the  rajah  in  rajah,  was  communicated  to  him  as  early  as  the 

paying  the  aforesaid  extra  demand,  and  his  month  of  June.    And  it  does  not  appear  by  the 

itsohition  to  exact  from  the  rajah  "  a  conside-  declarations  of  the  said  Wheler,  he  did  ever 

nble  smn  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  com-  casually  or  officially  approve  of  the  measure ; 

iuiy*s  exigencies,'*  he  proceeds  in  the  follow-  which  long  concealment  and  late  comrounica- 

lag  words :  "  that  if  he  (the  rajah)  consented,  tion,  time  not  being  allowed  to  his  colleague 

fOQ  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  desi-  to  consider  the  nature  and  consequences  of 

vms  of  eatabUthing  hia  poeeeseioju  on  the  most  such  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution 

ftrmanent  and  eligible  footing ;  but,  if  he  refus-  concerning  the  same,  is  a  high  misdemeanour, 
sd.  yoQ  had  it  in  your  power  to  raise  a  large  mm 

fcr  the  company,  by  accepting  an  ofier  which  XVI.— That  the  said  Hastings,  having  form- 
lad  been  made  for  his  districts  by  the  vizier."  ed  a  resolution  to  execute  one  of  the  three  vio- 
And  the  said  Anderson,  in  the  declaration  lent  and  arbitrary  resolutions  aforesaid,  name- 
tferesaid,  made  at  the  request  of  the  said  ly,  to  sell  the  company's  sovereignty  over  Be- 
Hastings,  and  addressed  to  him,  expressed  nares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  or  to  dispossess 
liraself  as  follows :  "  that  you  told  me  you  the  rajah  of  his  territories ;  or  to  seize  upon 
kad  communicated  our  designs  to  Mr  Wheler  his  forts,  and  to  plunder  them  oi  the  treasure 
(bis  only  remaining  colleague) ;  and  I  believe,  therein  contained,  to  the  amount  of  four  or 
bat  I  do  not  positively  recollect,  you  said  he  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  did  reject  the 
eoonnred  in  them."  But  no  trace  of  any  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  tender- 
socfa  communication  or  concurrence  did,  at  ed  by  the  said  rajah  for  his  redemption  from 
the  time  referred  to,  or  at  any  time  ever  after,  the  injuries  whid)  ho  had  discovered  that  the 
appear  on  the  consultations,  as  it  ought  to  have  said  Hastings  had  clandestinely  meditated 
dooe :  and  the  said  Hastings  is  criminal  for  against  him,  although  the  sum  aforesaid  would 
harmg  omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  proceed-  have  been  a  considerable  and  seasonable  acqui- 
bif .  That  the  said  Wheler  did  also  dedare,  sition  at  that  time ;  the  said  Hastings  being 
bat  a  considerable  time  after  the  date  of  the  determined,  at  a  critical  period,  to  risk  the  ex- 
amvcrsations  aforesaid  that,  "  on  the  eve  of  istence  of  the  British  empire,  rather  than  &il 
dto  govemour-general's  departure,  the  said  in  the  gratification  of  his  revenge  against  the 
BasUngs  had  tok!  him,  that  the  rajah's  offen-  said  rajah. 

eM  (not  stating  what  offences,  he  having  paid        

ip  an  the  demands,  ordinary  and  eztraordina-  XYU.^That  the  first  of  his  throo  imtitii^ 
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ed  projectSi  namely,  the  depriviiig  the  rajih     their  characters,  and  improTident  in  dietr 
of  his  territories,  was  by  himself  ocmsidered     deratandings,  his  &ToariteB,  and  his  oompan* 
as  a  measure  likely  to  be  productire  of  much     ions  of  his  looser  hoars.    These  had  ererj 
odium  to  the  British  government ;  he  having     cause  to  dread  the  effect  of  my  influence  op 
declared,  whatever  opinions  he  might  enter-     theirs ;  and  both  these,  and  the  relations  of  the 
tain  of  its  justice,  *'  that  it  would  have  an  ap-     fitmily,  whose  views  of  consequence  and  pow* 
pearance  ofteverity ;  and  might  furnish  grounds     er  were  intercepted  by  our  participation  in  the 
ut^favourMe  to  the  credit  of  our  government^     administration  of  his   affairs,  entertained  a 
aaut  to  hit  oum  reptUtUionf  from  the  natural  in-     mortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and  openly  avow- 
fluence  which  every  act  of  rigour^  exercised     edit."  And  the  said  Hastings  was  well  aware, 
in  the  persons  of  men  in  elevated  eUuationM,  is     that  in  case  the  nabob,  by  him  described  in  the 
apt  to  impress  on  those  who  are  too  remote     manner  aforesaid,  on  making  such  purcliase, 
from  the  scene  of  action  to  judge,  by  any  evi-     should  continue  to  observe  the  terms  of  hit 
denceof  the  facts  themselves,  of  their  motives  father's  original  covenants  and  engagements 
or  propriety."    And  the  second  attempt,  the     with  the  rajah,  and  should  pay  the  compan} 
sum  of  money  which  he  aimed  at  by  attacking  the  only  tribute  which  he  could  lawfully  exact 
the  fortresses  of  the  rajah,  and  plundering  them  from  the  said  rajah,  it  was  impossible  that  he 
of  the  treasure  supposed  to  be  there  secured  could,  for  the  mere  naked  siid  unprofitable 
besides  the  obvious  uncertainty  of  acquiring  rights  of  a  sovereignty  paramount,  afford  to 
what  was  tlius  sought,  would  be  liable  to  the  offer  so  great  a  sum  as  the  rajah  did  offer  to 
same  imputations  with  the  former.    And  with  the  said  Hastings  for  his  redemption  from  op- 
regard  to  the  third  project,  namely,  the  sale  pression.    Such  an  acquisition  to  the  nabob 
of  the  company's  sovereignty  to  the  nabob  of  (while  he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  possibly 
Oude,  and  his  having  actually  received  propo-  be  of  any  advantage  whatever  to  him;  and 
sals  for  the  same,  it  was  an  high  offence  to  the  that,  therefore,  if  a  great  sum  was  to  be  paid 
company,  as  presuming,  without  their  authori-  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for  the  pur* 
ty  or  consent,  to  put  up  to  sale  their  sovereign  pose  of  oppression,  and  violation  of  public 
rights ;  and  particularly  to  put  them  up  to  sale  &ith,  to  be  perpetrated  in  the  person  of  the 
to  that  very  person,  against  whom  the  inde-  said  nabob,  to  an  extent  and  in  a  mannt/ 
pendonce  of  the  said  province  had  been  declared  which  the  said  Hastings  was  then  apprehen* 
by  the  govemour-general  and  council  to  be  ne-  live  he  could  not  justify  to  the  court  of  diroo 
oessary,  as  a  barrier  for  the  security  of  the  other  tors,  as  bis  own  personal  act. 
provinces,  in  case  of  a  future  rupture  with  him. 

It  was  an  heinous  injury  to  the  said  rajah,  to  -^— > 

attempt  to  change  his  relation  without  his 

consent,  especially  on  account  of  the  person  PART  UI. 

to  whom  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  money, 

by  reason  of  the  known  enmity  subsisting  be-      expulsioh  or  the  aajah  or  bshakks 
tween  his  family  and  that  of  the  nabob,  who 

was  to  be  the  purchaser  ;  and  it  was  a  griev-  I. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  bo- 
nus outrage  on  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  tng  resolved  on  the  ruin  of  the  rajah  aforesaid, 
Komindary  of  Benares,  to  propose  putting  them  as  a  preliminary  step  thereto,  did,  against  the 
under  a  person  long  before  described  by  him-  express  ordeni'  of  the  court  of  directors,  re- 
self  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  to  want  the  move  Franets  Fowke,  Esq.  the  company's 
qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  requisite  for  resident  at  the  city  of  Benares,  without  any 
his  station ;"  and  a  letter  from  the  British  re-  complaint,  or  pretence  of  complaint  whatso- 
sident  at  Oude,  transmitted  to  the  said  court,  ever,  but  merely  on  his  own  declaration,  that 
represents  him  **  to  have  wholly  lost,  by  his  he  must  have,  as  a  resident  at  Benares,  a  per- 
oppreMums,  the  confidence  and  affections  of  son  of  his  own  special  and  personal  nomina* 
his  own  subjects  ;"  and  whose  distresses,  and  tion  and  confidence,  and  not  a  man  of  the  com- 
the  known  disorders  in  his  government,  he,  the  pany*s  nomination;  and  in  the  place  of  the 
jaid  Hastings,  did  attribute  solely  to  his  own  said  Francis  Fowke,  thus  illegally  divested  ol 
bad  conduct  and  evil  character ;  admitting  al-  his  office,  did  appoint  thereto  another  servant 
•0  in  a  letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq.  of  the  company  of  his  own  choice, 
and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  '^  that 

fianycircimistances  did  favour  suspicion  of  his        H. — That  soon  afler  he  had  removed  the 

the  nabob's)  fidelity  to  the  English  interest,  company's  resident,  he  prepared  for  a  journey 

lie  nabob  being  surrounded  by  men  base  in  to  the  upper  provinces,  and  particularly  to 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  123 

IB  onkr  to  Mecute  the  wicked  and  obeeirance  to  the  place  and  person  of  the 
perfidious  desire  by  him  before  meditated  and  said  Hastings,  but  which  the  said  Hastings  dii 
eontriTod ;  and  although  he  did  communicate  afterwards  groundlessly  and  maliciously  re- 
Us  purpose  privately  to  such  persons  as  he  present  as  an  indication  of  .a  design  upon  his 
thought  fit  to  intrust  therewith,  he  did  not  en-  life ;  and  the  said  rajah  came  into  the  pinnace, 
ter  any  thing  on  the  consultations  to  that  pur-  in  which  the  said  Hasting  was  carried,  and 
pose,  or  recocd  the  principles,  real  or  pretend-  in  a  lowly  and  suppliant  manner,  alone,  and 
•d,  oo  which  ho  had  resolved  to  act,  nor  did  without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatsoever, 
be  tf'Ate  any  guilt  in  the  rajah,  whidi  he  in-  intreated  his  favour;  and  being  received  with 
teoiad  to  punish,  or  charge  him,  the  said  ra-  great  sternness  and  arrogance,  he  did  put  his 
jsh,  with  entertaming  any  hostile  intentions,  turban  in  the  lap  of  the  said  Hastings,  thereby 
the  effects  of  which  were  to  be  prevented  by  signifying,  that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  for- 
tay  strong  measure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  tune  to  his  disposal,  and  then  departed ;  the 
did  industriously  conceal  his  real  designs  from  said  Hastings  not  apprehending,  nor  having 
(he  court  of  directors,  and  did  fallaciously  en-  any  reason  to  apprehend,  any  violence  what- 
tsr  on  the  consultations  a  minute,  declaratory  soever  to  his  person. 
to  purposes  wholly  different  therefrom,  and 

which  supposed  nothing  more  than  an  amica-        IV. — Tliat  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  utmost 
Ue  adjustment,  (bunded  on  the  treaties  between     security  and  freedom  from  apprehension,  did 
^  company  uid  the  rajah,  investing  himself    pursue  his  journey,  and  did  arrive  at  the  city 
by  his  said  minute  with  "  full  power  and  au-    of  Benares  on  the  ]4tli  of  August,  1781,  some 
thority  to  form  such  arrangemenis  with  the  ra-     liours  before  the  ntjoh,  who,  soon  afler  his  ar- 
jab  of  Benares,  for  the  better  government  and     rival,  intended  to  pay  him  a  visit  of  honour 
■anagement  of  his  zemindary,  and  to  perform     and  respect  at  his  quarters,  but  was  by  the  said 
Boefa  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  interest,     Hastings  rudely  and  insolently  forbid,  until  he 
which  the  company  possesses  in  it,  as  he  shall     should  receive  his  permission.     And  the  said 
ikatkJU  and  coiuonant  to  Oie  mutual  engage'    Hastings,  although  he  had  previously  deters 
awNlf  tubiitting  between  the  company  and  the     mined  on  the  ruin  of  the  said  rajan,  in  order  to 
rt^foh^^  and  ibr  this  and  other  purposes  he  did     afford  some  colour  of  regularity  and  justice  to 
invest  himself  with  the  whole  power  of  the     his  proceedings,  did,  on  the  day  after  his  ar- 
eouncil,  giving  to  himself  on  authority,  as  ifhia     rival,  that  is,  on  the  15th  day  of  August,  178I| 
acts  haii  been  the  acta  of  the  council  itself  {    send  to  the  rajah  a  charge  in  writing,  which 
which,  though  a  power  of  a  dangerous,  unwar-     though  informal  and  irregular,  may  be  reduced 
raDtable,and  illegal  extent,  yet  does  plainly  ira-     to  four  articles :  two  general,  and  two  particu- 
plythe  ibllowing  limits,  namely  that  the  acts     lar;  the  first  of  the  general,  being,  "  that  he 
done  should  be  arranged  voith  the  rajah,  that  is,     (the  rajah)  had,  by  means  of  secret  agents,  en- 
with  ibis  cofisen^,*  and  secondly,  that  they  should     deavourod  to  excite  disorders  in  the  govern* 
be  consonant  to  the  actual  engagements  bo-     roent,  on  which  he  depended :"  the  second, 
tweeo  the  parties ;  and  nothing  appears  in  the     "  that  he  had  suffered  the  daily  perpetration 
ounutecoi^erring  the  said  power,  which  did  ex-     of  robberies  and  murders,  even  in  the  streets 
press  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the     of  Benares,  to  the  great  and  public  scandal 
rajah  of  his  government,  or  selling  the  sore-     of  the  English  name." 
reignty  thereof  to  his  hereditary  enemy,  or  for 

the  plunder  of  his  Cbrt  treasures.  V .— That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren 

Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  offence,  contrary 
ni. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice,  in  the 
having  formed  the  plans  afi>resaid  for  the  ruin  said  mode  of  charging  misdemeanours  witb- 
of  the  rajah,  did  set  out  on  a  journey  to  the  city  out  any  specification  of  person,  or  place,  or 
of  Benares  with  a  great  train,  but  with  a  very  time,  or  act,  or  any  offer  of  specification  or 
nnall  ibrce,  not  much  exceeding  six  companies  proofii,  by  which  the  party  charged  may  be 
of  regular  black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  enabled  to  refiite  the  same,  in  order  to  unjustly 
the  unjust  anri  violent  acts  by  him  meditated  load  his  reputation,  and  to  prejudice  him  with 
and  resolved  on,  and  the  said  Hastings  was  regard  to  the  articles  more  clearly  specified* 
■Mt,  aooording  to  the  usage  oi  distinguished 

persons  in  that  country,  by  the  rajah  of  Bo-  VI.— That  the  two  specified  articles  relat« 
Bves  with  a  very  great  attendance,  both  in  to  certain  delays :  the  first,  with  regard  to  pay* 
bonis  and  on  shore,  which  attendence  he  did  ment  of  the  sums  of  money  unjustly  extorted 
apparently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honeur  and     as  aforesaid  :  and  the  second,  tbenon-compli* 
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ince  with  a  requisition  of  caTtlry ;  which  oon-  you."  And  in  the  aid  answer,  the  nid  raji 
compliance  the  laid  Hastings  (even  if  the  said  complained,  but  in  the  most  modest  tame,  ol 
charges  had  been  founded)  didlalscly,  and  in  an  injury  to  him  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
contradiction  to  all  law,  affirm  and  maintain  criminal  nature,  in  transactions  of  such  mo- 
(in  his  accusation  against  the  rajah,  and  ad-  ment,  namely,  his  not  receiving  any  answer 
dressing  himself  to  him)  "  to  amount  to  a  direct  to  his  letters  and  petitions ;  and  concluded  in 
charge  of  disaflfection  and  infidelity  to  the  the  following  words :  '*  I  have  nerer  swerred 
government  on  which  you  depend."  And  for-  in  the  smallest  degree  firom  my  duty  to  yon. 
ther  proceeded  as  follows  :  *^  I  therefore  judg-  It  remains  with  you  to  decide  on  all  these  mat- 
ed it  proper  to  state  them  (the  said  charges)  ters.  I  am  in  every  case  your  slave.  What 
thus  fully  to  you  in  writing,  and  to  require  is  just  I  have  represented  to  you.  Mayyont 
Tour  answer ;  and  this  I  expect  immediately**  prosperity  increase !'' 
That  the  said  Hastings,  stating  his  pretended 

facts  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  (as  YIU.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 

he  would  have  it  understood)  of  high  treason,  bound,  by  the  essential  principles  of  natural 

and  therefore  calling  for  an  immediate  answer,  justice,  to  attoid  to  the  claim  made  by  the  ra^ 

did  wilfiilly  act  against  the  rules  of  natural  jus-  jah  to  a  &ir  and  impartial  trial  and  inquiry  inte 

tice,  which  requires  that  a  convenient  time  the  matter  cf  accusation  brought  against  ham 

should  be  given  to  answer,  proportioned  to  the  by  the  said  Hastings,  at  a  time  and  place, 

greatness  of  the  oflence  alleged,  and  the  heavy  which  furnished  all  proper  materials,  and  the 

penalties   which  attend  it;  and  when  he  did  presence  of  all  necessary  witnesses;  but  the 

arrogate  to  himself  a  right  both  to  charge  and  said  Hastinfs,  instead  of  instituting  the  said 

to  judge  in  his  own  person,  he  ought  to  have  al-  inquiry,  and  granting  trial,  did  receive  an 

lowed  the  rajah  full  opportunity  for  conferring  humble  request  for  justice  firom  a  great  prince 

with  his  ministers,  his  doctors  of  law,  and  his  as  afresh  oSence,  and  a  pers<Hial  insult  to  him- 

accountants,  on  the  facts  charged,  and  on  the  self;  and  did  conceive  a  violent  passion  ol 

criminality  inferred  in  the  said  accusation  of  anger,  and  a  strong  rMentment  thereat,  de- 

disloyalty  and  dissatisiaction,  or  oflfeoces  of  daring,  that  he  did  consider  the  said  answer 

that  quality.  as  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  substance,  but 

offensive  in  s^le.  '*  This  answer  yon  will 
VII. — That  the  said  rajah  did,  under  the  perceive  to  be  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  sub- 
pressure  of  the  disadvantages  aforesaid,  deli-  stance  but  offensive  in  style ;  and  less  a  Tin- 
ver  in,  upon  the  very  evening  of  the  day  of  the  dication  of  himself  than  a  recrimination  on  me. 
charge  a  full,  complete,  and  specific  answer  to  It  expresses  no  concern  lor  the  causes  of 
the  two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  al-  complaint  contained  in  my  letter,  or  desire  to 
lege,  and  oflfer  proof,  that  the  whole  oftheez-  atone  for  them,  nor  the  smallest  intention  to 
traordinary  demands  of  the  said  Hastings  had  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct.  An  answer 
been  actually  long  before  paid  and  discharged ;  couched  nearly  in  terms  of  defiance  to  reqni- 
and  did  state  a  proper  defence  with  regard  to  sitions  of  so  eerioos  a  nature,  I  could  not  but 
the  cavalry,  even  supposing  him  bound  (when  consider  as  a  etrong  indication  of  that  epirU  ^f 
he  was  not  bound)  to  furnish  any.  And  the  independency  which  the  rajah  has  for  some 
said  rajah  did  make  a  direct  denial  of  the  truth  yean  past  assumed,  and  of  which  indeed  I  had 
of  the  two  general  articles,  and  did  explain  early  observed  other  manifest  symtoms,  both 
himself  on  the  same  in  as  satisfactory  a  man-  before  and  fi'om  the  instant  of  my  arrival."-* 
oer,  and  as  fully  as  their  nature  could  permit ;  Which  representation  is  altogether,  and  in  all 
offering  to  enter  into  immediate  detail  of  the  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious ;  as  the 
points  in  issue  between  him  and  the  said  substance  of  the  answer  is  a  justification  pro- 
Hastings,  in  the  remarkable  words  following ;  per  to  be  pleaded,  and  the  style,  if  in  any 
'  My  enemies,  with  a  view  to  my  ruin,  have  thing  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extreme  hn- 
made  false  representations  to  you.  Now  that,  mili^,  resulting  rather  from  an  unmanly  and 
happily  far  me,  you  have  younelf  arrived  at  abject  spirit,  tlmn  fit>m  any  thing  of  an  oflbn- 
this  place,  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  sive  liberty ;  but  being  received  as  disrespect- 
circumstances;  fint,  relative  to  the  hone;  ful  by  the  said  Hastings,  it  abundantly  indi- 
secondly,  to  my  people  going  to  Calcutta;  catee  the  tyrannical  arrogance  of  the  said  H»> 
and,  thirdly,  the  dates  of  the  receipts  of  the  tings,  and  the  depression  into  which  the  natifw 
particular  sums  above  mentioned.  You  will  are  sunk  under  the  British  governments 
then  know  whether  I  have  amused  you  with  a 
&lso  representation,  or  made  a  just  report  to  IX. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastinp,  |ii»» 
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itadnifto  !»▼•  ban  much  alrwwd  at  the  o^  carity  of  hia  offera,  and  himaelf  deaerring  of 

ftMv«  kagaago  oftheaaid  r^ah'a  defencei  your  compaaaion  and  IbrgiTeneaa." 
•nd  at  oartain  appaaraneaa  of  indepandeocy ; 

wliie    he  had  olwanrad,  not  onJy  on  ibnner  X.— That  a  further  order  waa  giyeni  that 

•ecaaioMi,  but  aiace  hia  arrival  at  Benarea  every  aenrant  ofthe  rajah  abould  be  disarmed, 

(wbore  ha  had  been  bat  little  more  than  one  and  a  certain  number  only  left  to  attend  hinii 

day)  and  niiich  appearancea  he  never  haa  q>e-  under  a  atrict  watch.    In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

cified  in  any  one  instance,  did  aaaert  that  he  after  thia  converaation,  two  companiea  of  gre- 

cooceived  himself   indispensably  obliged  to  nadier  sepoys  were  aent  to  the  rajah's  puioa 

adopt  aome  decisive  plan ;  and  without  any  by  the  said  Hastings ;  and  the  rajah  being  dia- 

finrther  inquiry  or  consultation  (which  appears)  mayed  by    this  imexpected  and  unprovoked 

with  any  person,  did,  at  ten  o'clock  ofthe  very  treatment,  wrote  two  short  letters  or  petitions 

night  on  which  he  received  the  before-men-  to  the  said  Hastings,  under  the  greatest  ap- 

tiawd  foil  and  aatia&ctory,  as  well  as  submia-  parent  dejection  at  the  outrage  and  dishonour 

sive  aaawer,  aand  an  order  to  the  British  resi-  he  had  suffered  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  (all 

dent  (then  being  a  public  minister  represent-  imprisonment  of  persons  of  rank  being  held 

ing  the  British  goremment  at  the  court  ofthe  in  that  countiy  as  a  mark  of  indelible  infamy ; 

aaai  rajah,  and  as  such  bound  by  the  law  of  and  he  also  in  all  probability  considering  hia 

oatiooa  to  reapect  the  prince  at  whose  court  imprisonment  as  a  prelude  to  the  taking  away 

ha  waa  reaident,  and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  his  life)  and  in  tlie  first  of  the  said  petitions  he 

againat  his  person  or  state;  and  who  ouglu  did  express  himself  in  this  manner:  "  What- 

BOC  therefore  to  have  been  choaen  by  the  aaid  ever  may  be  your  pleasure,  do  it  with  your  own 

Haatiaga,  and  compelled  to  serve  in  thatbuai-  hands ;  I  am  your  slave.    What  occasion  can 

aess)  that  he  sbouki  on  the  next  morning  arrest  there  be  (br  a  guard  ?"    A  nd  in  the  other,  * '  my 

the  said  prince  in  his  place,  and  keep  him  in  honour  was  bestowed  upon  me  by  your  high- 

Us  cnatody  until  further  ordera;  which  aaid  nejis.  It  depends  on  you  alone  to  take  away,  or 

wdar  being  conceived  in  the  moat  peremptory  not  to  take  away  the  country  out  of  my  himda 

terau,  the  rajah  waa  put  under  arrest,  with  a  In  case  my  honour  is  not  left  to  me,  how  shal* 

gaard  of  about  thirty  oiderly  aepoys,  with'their  1  be  equal  to  the  business  of  the  government? 

sworda  drawn;  and  the  particulara  thereof  Whoever,   with  his  hands  in  a  supplicating 

were  reported  to  him  as  follows  :  posture,  is  ready  with  his  life  and  property, 

what  neceaaity  can  there  be  for  him  to  be  deidt 

^'aoxoiniABLX  sxa,  with  in  this  way  Y" 
<*  I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your 

oflaat  ni^it,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  XI.— «That  according  to  the  said  Hastings's 


aideriies,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Stalker  narrative  of  this  transaction,  he,  the  said  Haa- 

la  Shewalla  Ghaut,  the  present  residence  of  tings,  on  account  ofthe  apparent  despondency, 

yiapK  Cheit  Sing,  and  acquainted  him  it  was  in  whidi  these  letters  were  written,  "  thought 

year  pleaaore  he  abould  consider  himself  in  it  necessary  to  give  him  $ome  encouragement  ;* 

wraat ;  that  he  ahould  order  hia  people  to  b^  and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of  a  few  linea 

have  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for  that  careleaaly  and  haughtily  expressed,  and  little 

aay  attempt  to  rescve  uxmld  be  attended  with  calculated  to  relieve  him  from  his  uneasineaa 

hk  ewit    deairuetion.    The  rt^ah  tiUnnitted  promising  to  send  to  him  a  person  to  explain 

fmgUy  to  the  arreeit  and  assured  me,   that  particulars;  and  desiring  him  "  to  set  his  mind 

vkaiever  were  your  orders,  he  was  ready  im-  at  reat,  and  not  to  conceive  any  terrour  or  ap- 

plieitly  to  obey :  be  hoped  that  you  would  al-  prehension.*'    To  which  an  answer  of  great 

lew  Um  a  mdmelenee ;  but  aa  for  hiexetnindth'  humility  and  dejection  was  received. 
ly,  hiafartit  and  Ms  traoMire,  As  teas  readfy  fo 

%  tkem  eA  ye«r/Mf ,  mdhiet^fe  tfreqmred.        XII.^That  the  report  ofthe  rajah's  arreat 

He  eapraaaed  himaelf  much  hurt  at  the  igno-  did  canae  a  great  alarm  in  the  city,  in  the  aub- 

■uay,  whidi  he  affirma  muat  be  the  oonae-  nrh§  k^  which  the  rajah's  palace  is  situated, 

qoeaee  of  hia  confinement ;  and  entreated  me  and  in  the  adjacent  country.   The  people  wert 

leralnni  to  you  with  the  foregoing  aubmiaaion,  filled  with  dismay  and  anger  at  the  outrage  ana 

hopiaf  that  you  woald  make  allowancea  for  hia  indignity  offered  to  a  prince,  under  whose  go> 

yooth  and  inezperieoce,  and  in  consideration  vemment  they  enjoyed  much  ease  and  happi- 

af  hb  lalher'a  name  releaae  him  from  hia  con-  ness.    Under  tbeie  circumatancea,  tlia  rajah 

aa  neon  aa  he  ahould  prove  the  atn-  deaired  leave  to  perform  hia  ablntiona ;  which 
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WIS  roAised,  onless  be  tent  for  waicr,  am)  per-  f^nions  (uid  by  tbe  ndd  Hastings  to  be  i 
formed  that  ceremony  on  tbe  spvt.  This  he  finite  and  unapplied^  of  fidelity :  but  tbe 
did.  And  soon  after,  some  of  the  people,  who  Warren  Hastings,  tboogh  boiuid  by  his  duly 
BOW  Ixgan  to  surround  the  palace  in  conside-  to  hear  the  said  rajah,  and  to  prevent  eztre* 
rable  numbers,  attempting  to  force  their  way  mities  if  possible,  being  filled  with  insolencs 
into  the  palace,  a  British  officer,  commanding  and  malice,  did  not  think  it  "  becoming  of  him 
the  guard  upon  the  rajah,  struck  one  of  them  to  make  any  reply  to  it ;  and  that  he  thougki 
with  his  sword.  The  people  grew  more  and  he  ordered  the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  be  told 
more  irritated  ;  but  a  message  being  sent  from  that  it  required  nenc." 
the  rajah  to  appease  them,  they  continued,  on 

this  interposition,  for  a  while  quiet.    Then        XIV . — That  this  letter  of  submission  haT* 
the  rajah  retired  to  a  sort  of  stone  pavilion  or     ing  been  received,  the  said  rajah,  not  discour^ 
bastion,  to  perform  his  devotions,  the  guard  of    aged  or  provoked  fix>m  using  every  atteropl 
sepoys  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion,     towards  peaoe«nd'reconciliation,  did  again  ap* 
In  the  mean  time,  a  person  of  the  meanest  sta-    plyi  on  the  very  morning  following,  to  Richanl 
tion,  called  a  chudbar,  at  best  answering  to  our     Johnson,  Esquire,  for  his  interposition,  but  to 
common  beadle  or  tipstaff,  was  sent  with  a    no  purpose ;  and  did  likewise,  with  as  little 
message  (of  what  nature  doos  not  appear)  from     effect,  send  a  message  to  CantA  Babu,  native 
Mr.  Hastings,  or  the  resident,  to  the  prince     steward  and  confidential  agent  of  the  said 
under  arrest ;  and  this  base  person,  without     Hastings,  which  was  afterwaords  reduced  into 
regard  to  the  rank  of  the  prisoner,  or  to  his     writing,  *'to  exculpate  himself  from  any  con- 
then  occupation,  addressed  him  in  a  rude,  bois-     cem  in  what  had  passed,  and  to  profess  his 
terous  manner,  "  passionately  and  insulting-     obedience  to  bis  mil  (Hastings^s)  in  whaievm 
ly,"  (as  the  said  rajah  has  without  contradio-     way  he  should  dictate.**    But  the  said  Hasi  • 
tion  asserted)  "  and,  reviling  him  with  a  loud     ings,  for  several  filse  and  contradictory  rea- 
voice,  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  vilest     sons  by  him  assigned,  did  not  takis  any  advan- 
abuse  ;**  and  the  manner  and  matter  being  ob-    tage  of  the  said  opening,  attributing  the  same 
servable  and  audible  to  the  multitude,  divided     to  artifice  in  order  to  gain  time ;  but  instead  of 
only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  fi'om  the  scene     accepting  the  said  submission,  he  did  resolvo 
within,  a  firing  commenced  from  without  the     upon  flight  from  the  city  of  Benares,  and  did 
palace ;  on  which  tbe  rajah  again  interposed,     suddenly  fly  thercfi^m  in  great  confiiaion. 
and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  suppress  the  tu- 
mult, until  an  English  officer  striking  him  with         XV .— That  the  said  Hastings  did  perse- 
sword,  and  wounding  him  on  the  hand,  the     ^ere  in  his  resolutions  not  to  listen  to  any 
poeple  no  longer  kept  any  measures,  but  broke     submission,  or  offer  of  accommodation  wha^ 
through  the  inclosure  of  the  palace.    Theinso-     soever,  though  several  were  afterwards  madt 
lent  tipstaff  was  first  cut  down,  and  the  mul-     through  almost  every  person  who  might  be 
titude  fklling  upon  the  sepoys  and  the  English     supposed  to  have  influence  with  him,  but  did 
officers,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were    'cause  the  rajah*s  troops  to  be  attacked  and  fiiU* 
cut  to  pieces;  the  soldiers  having  been  order-     en  upon,  though  they  only  acted  cm  the  de- 
ed to  that  service  without  any  charges  for  their     fonsive  (as  the  rajah  has  without  contradiction 
pieces.    And  in  this  tumult  the  rajah,  being     asserted)  and  thereby,  and  by  bis  preceding 
jtistly  fearful  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the     refusal  of  propositions  of  the  same  nature,  and 
said  Hastings,  did  make  his  escape  over  the     by  otlier  his  perfidious,  unjust,  and  tyrannical 
walls  of  his  palace  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed     acts  by  him  perpetrated  and  dooe^and  by  his  to- 
of  his  turban  tied  together,  into  a  boat  upon     tal  improvidence  in  not  taking  any  one  ration- 
the  river,  and  from  thence  into  a  place  of  se-    al  security  whatsoever  against  the  inevitable 
curity ;  abandoning- many  of  his  fiunily  to  the    consequences  of  those  acts,  did  make  himself 
discretion  of  the  said  Hastings,  who  did  cause     guilty  of  all  the  mutual  slaughter  apd  devasta- 
tiie  said  palace  to  be '  occupied  by  a  company     tion  which  ensued,  as  well  as,  in  his  opinion,  of 
cf  soldiers  after  the  flight  of  the  rajah.  the  imminent  danger  of  the  total  subversion 

of  the  British  power  in  India,  by  tbe  risk  ot 
XIII.— That  the  rajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts  that  it  did 
arrived  at  a  place  of  refuge,  did,  on  the  very  nm ;  as  also,  "  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thought 
day  of  his  flight  send  a  suppliant  letter  to  the  that  he  attributed  too  much  consequence  to  bis 
said  Hastings,  filled  with  expressions  of  con-  personal  safety,  when  he  supposed  thefaUaj 
cem  (affirmed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  <Ae  Briti^  empire  in  India  connected  with  if » 
expressions)  for  what  had  happened,  and  pro-    and  that,  mean  as  its  sCdntance  may  be,  its  a^ 
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cUental  qimlitief  were  equiralent  to  those,  of  troops  to  dispossess  them  of  her  said  red- 

^(vhicfa,  Ulu  the  characters  of  a  talisman  in  the  dence,  and  to  seize  upon  her  money  and  effecti 

JLrabiaa  mjthology,  formed  the  etsenes  of  the  although  she  did  not  stand,  even  by  himsell^ 

state  itself,  representation,  title,  and  the  ««<s-  accused  of  any  offence  whatsoever ;  preteuA* 

«Ml«  of  the  pi^lic  opinion.    That  had  he  fall-  ing,  but  not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to 

on,  such  a  stroke  would  be  universally  consi-  prove  then  nor  since,  that  the  treasures  thereio 

riered  as  decisive  of  the  national  (ate.    Every  contained  were  the  property  of  the  rajah,  and 

state  roond  it  would  have  started  into  arms  not  her  own ;  and  did,  in  order  to  stimulate  the 

against  it :  and  every  tubjeet  of  Us  own  domU  British  soldiery  to  rapine  and  outrage,  issue 

ineii  womidf  aenwding  to  their  aeveral  abilUie*f  to  them  several  barbarous  orders,  contrary  to 

Jkovff  6ecoM«  ite  enew^,**  And  that  several  he  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  relative  to 

knew,  and  has  declared,  that  though  the  said  their  property,  moveable    and  immoveable, 

Mroke  was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  attended  with  unworthy  and  unbecoming  me- 

actoallT  «asue  from  his  proceedings.    *<  That  naces,  highly  oflensive  to  the  manners  of  the 

half 'the  province  of  Oude  was  in  a  state  of  as  East,  and  the  particular  respect  there  paid  to 

cossplete  rebellion  as  that  of  Benarea :"  and  the  female  sex ;  which  letters  and  orders  as 

that  invasions,  tumults,  and  insurections  were  well  as    the  letters  which  he  had  received 

oocMioned  thereby  in  various  other  parts.  from  the  officers  concerned,  the  said  Hastings 

did  unlawfully  suppress,  until  forced  by  the 

XVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  disputes  between  him  and  the  said  officers  to 

after  he  had  collected  his  forces  from  all  parts,  discover  the  same ;  and  the  said  orders  were 

did,  with  little  difficulty  or  bloodshed,  subse«  as  follow : 

qoeot  to  that  time,  on  the  part  of  his  troops,  "  I  am  this  instant  favoured  with  yours  of 

and  in  a  few  dajrs,  entirely  reduce  the  said  pro-  yesterday.    Mine  of  the  some  date  (SSd  Oo* 

vinoe  of  Benares ;  and  did,  after  the  said  short  tober,  1781)  has  before  this  time  acquainted 

aad  little  resisted  hostility,  and  cold  blood,  is-  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments  res- 

me  an  order  for  burning  a  certain  town,  in  pecting  the  rannee  (the  mother  of  the  Rajah 

nhidi  he  accused  the  people  at  large  of  having  Cheit  Sing) ;  I  think  every  demand  she  has 

killed, "  upon  what  provocation  he  knows  not,"  made  to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and  respect 

certain  wounded  sepoys,  who  were  prisoners ;  for  her  person,  is  unreasonable.    If  the  re* 

which  order,  being  generally  given,  when  it  ports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your  rejeeting 

ms  his  duty  to  have  made  some  inquiry  con-  her  qffere,  or  any  negotiatwm  wUh  her^  would 

ceming  particular  oflbndors,  but  which  he  did  soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upoo 

aerer  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  was  cruel,  your  own  terms.    I  apprehend  that  she  will 

iahnman,  and  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  ^  contrive  to  difraud  the  capton  of  a  eonndera* 

rerenues  o(  the  company ;  and  that  this,  and  blepart  of  the  booty  by  bang  ettffered  to  retire 

other  acts  of  devastation  did  cause  the  loss  of  toithout  examintUion,    But  tlui  u  your  eonri* 

two  months  of  the  collections.  deration  and  not  mine.     I  should  be  very  eorm 

ry  that  your  qficert  and  eoldiers  lo$t  ANY 

XVII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  PART  of  the  reuxtrd  to  which  they  are  $o  loeU 

iid  not  only  refuse  the  submissions  of  the  said  entitled;  bnt  I  cannot  make  any  objection,  as 

rajah,  whidi  were  frequently  repeated  through  you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  the  expediency 

TBrious  persons  after  he  had  left  Benares  and  of  the  promiaed  indulgence  to  the  rannee. 

ncB  sfter  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  compa-  What  you  have  engaged  for,  I  will  certainly 

iy*8  forces,  but  did  proscribe  and  except  him  ratify ;  but  as  to  permitting  the  rannee  to  hold 

firooi  the  pardons  which  he  issued,  after  he  had  the  purgunnah  of  Hurluk,  or  any  other  in  the 

satisfied  his  vengeance  oo  the  province  of  Be-  zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  autho> 

aares.  rity  of  tlvs  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever, 

or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a 

XVIII.^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  provitionf  I  will  never  consent  to  t<.'*    And  io 

did  send  to  a  certain  castle  called  Bidgigur,  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  dated  Be- 

ths  residence  of  a  person  of  high  rank,  called  nares,  Sd  of  November,  1781 ,  in  which  he  the 

Psaaa,   the  mother  of  the  rajidi  of  Benares,  said  Hastings  consents  that  the  said  womui 

with  whom  his  wife,  a  woman  described  by  of  distinction  should  be  allowed  to  evacuate 
the 


fuaily, 

fkthcr  Bulwant  Sing,  did  then  reside,  a  body    at  first  consented ;  provided  that  she  delireri 


US  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

into  your  poii«uloB,w{tliiBtweiity*feurhoart  XX. — ^That  tlM  govemoiir-g«wnl  War* 
from  the  time  of  reoehrin^  your  meesa^,  the  rm  Hasting*,  in  eadting  the  bopee  of  the 
fert  ofBidxigurr,  with  the  treasure  and  effecta  military  by  declarinf  tbemiotU  miUUd  to  tkt 
lodged  thci.*ein  by  Cheit  Sing,  or  any  of  his  ad-  pkmdtr  of  the  ibrtreas  aforesaid,  the  reajdeaea 
herents,  with  the  reserve  only,  kM  above  men-  c^the  mother  and  other  women  of  the  rajah  «f 
lioned,  of  sodi  articles  atycmthaUthmknteet^  Benares,  and  by  wishing  the  troops  to  secura 
aoryto  Aer  sear  and  condtCiofi,  or  as  you  shall  be  the  same  for  their  own  benefit,  did  advise  and 
disposed,  of  jfourtelf  to  inMgn  her  tDkh,  If  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  orders  of  dw 
she  complies,  as  I  expect  she  will,  it  will  be  ooort  (^  directors,  and  to  his  own  opinion  of 
your  part  to  secure  the  fort,  and  the  property  his  public  duty,  as  well  as  to  the  truth  and  ra- 
it oontains,/br  tiu  bm^  pf  yourtdf  and  d^  ality  thereof;  he  having  some  years  before 
tachment.  I  have  only  further  to  request,  entered  in  writing  the  declaration  which  fol- 
that  you  will  grant  an  escort,  if  Panna  riionld  lows ;  *'  The  very  idea  of  prize  money  suggests 
equire  it,  to  conduct  her  here,  or  wherever  she  to  my  remembrance  the  fomur  duorderi  whiek 
may  dioose  to  retire  to.  But  should  she  refuse  arose  m  our  om^yrom  tAic  soiiree,  and  Aod  o^ 
to  execute  the  promise  she  has  made,  or  deUqf  mott  proved  foiai  toil.  Of  this  circumstaiu:e 
it  beyond  the  term  o/ttoentyfour  hotm,  it  is  my  you  must  be  sufficiently  apprized,  and  of  the 
poeitive  injunction  that  you  immediately  put  a  necessity  for  discouraging  every  expectation  of 
stop  to  any  further  intercourse  or  negotiatimi  this  kind  among  the  troops— i<  i$to  be  avoided 
with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it.  If  die  hke  pouon.  The  had  effects  of  asimilar  mea- 
disappoints  or  tr\fte$  with  me,  after  I  have  sure  were  but  too  plainly  felt  in  a  former  po- 
subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgrace  of  return-  riod,  and  our  honourable  masters  did  not  lail 
ing  inaffectually,  and  of  course  myself  to  dis-  on  that  occasion  to  reprobate  with  their  cen- 
credit,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  toanion  q^ronf  sure,  m  the  most  severe  terms,  a  practice  which 
tmd  indigrti^^  which  J  can  never  forgivef  nor  they  regarded  as  the  source  of  infinite  evils ; 
will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but  and  which,  if  established,  would  in  their  judgb 
leave  her  exposed  to  thoee  danger*  which  she  ment,  necessarily  Mng  ooiruption  and  ruia 
has  chosen  to  risk,  rather  than  tmst  to  the  on  their  army.* 
clemency  and  generosity  of  our  government. 

I  think  the  cannot  be  ignorant  oftheu  eoneo'  XXI. — That  the  said  Hastings,  after  ha 
fueneea^and  toill  not  venture  to  incur  them;  had  given' the  lioenoe  aforesaid,  and  that  in 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  place  a  dependency  ponsequence  thereof  the  booty  found  in  the 
on  her  offers,  and  have  consented  to  send  my  castle,  to  the  amount  of  S8,t7,81S  current  n»- 
duan  to  her."  pees,  was  distributed  among  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  its  reduction,  the  said  Hastings  did 
XIX. — That  the  castle  aforesaid  surreo-  retract  his  declaration  of  right,  and  his  pei^ 
dered  upon  terms  of  safety,  and  on  expiess  mission  to  the  soldiers  to  appropriate  to  them- 
condition  of  not  attempting  to  search  their  selves  the  plunder,  and  endeavoured,  by  vari* 
persons,  the  woman  of  rank  aforesaid,  her  fe-  ous  devices  and  artifices,  to  explain  the  same 
male  relations  and  female  dependants,  to  the  away,  and  to  recover  the  spoil  aforesaid  for 
number,  of  three  hundred,  besides  children,  the  use  of  the  company :  aiid  wholly  foiling 
evacuated  the  said  castle ;  but  the  spirit  of  rapa-  in  his  attonpts  to  resume,  by  a  breach  of  fiuitE 
city  being  excited  by  the  letters  and  other  pro-  with  the  sokliers,  what  he  had  unlawfully  dia- 
ceedings  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  capitulation  posed  ofby  a  breach  of  duty  to  his  oonstituentS) 
was  shamefully  and  outrageously  broken,  and  he  attempted  to  obtain  the  same  as  a  loan,  in 
in  despite  of  the  endeavours  of  the  commanding  which  attempt  he  also  foiled ;  and  die  afore* 
officer,  the  said  woman  of  high  condition,  and  said  money  being  the  only  part  of  the  tre»- 
her  female  dependents,  finends,  and  servants,  sures  belonging  to  the  rajah,  or  any  of  hia 
were  plundered  oftheir  effects  they  carried  with  family,  that  lutd  been  found,  he  was  alto« 
them,  and  which  were  reserved  to  them  in  the  gether  frustrated  in  the  acquisition  of  eve- 
ci^itolation  of  their  fortress,  and  in  their  per-  ry  part  of  that  dishonourable  object,  which 
sons  were  otherwise  nidely  and  inhumanly  alone  he  pretended  to  and  pursued  throui^ 
dealt  with  by  the  Uoentioos  followers  of  the  a  long  series  of  acts  of  injustice,  ia- 
eamp ;  for  which  outrages,  represented  to  the  humanity,  oppression,  violence,  and  blood- 
said  Hastings  with  great  concern  by  the  com-  shed,  at  the  hazard  of  his  person  and 
manding  officer,  Major  Popham,  he,  the  said  reputation,  and  in  his  own  opinion,  at 
Hasting,  did  aflerwards  recommend  a  late  the  risk  of  the  total  subversion  of  the  Britiab 
and  firuitless  redress,  empire. 
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ZXII^— T%tt  the  Mid  Wvtcd  Haitingi,  good  miRUry  floret,  thboogh  tbeeumoo  w« 
ttfter   dM  eomaiMtoD  of  the  offenoM  tlbr»*  itated  bj  the  same  aathority  to  be  bod,  be,  tfat 
•aid^boiBgwoUawmrothfttbetbouklbectUed  nid  Warren  Htfltinge,  from  the  report  afero- 
ijo  an  •fleooBt  for  the  aamo,  did,  by  the  eril  aaid,  did  maliciously,  and  contrary  to  the  prin* 
comimri  aid  agency  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  ciplee  of  natural  and  legal  reason,  infer,  thai 
Aoufht,  hii  oiajesty's  chief  jnstioe,  who  wae  the  insurrection  which  had  been  raised  by  his 
mhao  out  of  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  cause  own  violence  and  oppression,  and  rendered  for 
Mo  he  takes  to  Benares,  before,  or  by  the  said  a  time  successful  by  his  own  improvidence, 
Gir  Elijak  Impey,  and  through  the  intervea-  was  the  consequence  of  a  premeditated  design 
Vkm,  BOi  of  the  company's  interpreter,  but  of  a  to  overturn  the  British  empire  in  India,  and  to 
certain  private  interpreter  of  his,  the  said  exterminate  therefrom  the  British  nation ; 
'Hastingrs  own  appointment,  and  a  dependent  which  design,  if  it  had  been  true,  the  said 
<m  Urn  called  Major  Davy,  several  declara-  Hastings  might  have  known,  or  rationally 
taooe  and  depositions  by  natives  of  Hindostan;  conjectured,    and  ought    to   have   provided 
•nd  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  before  the  said  against.    And  if  the  said  Hastings  had  re- 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  several  attestations  in  Eng-  ceived  any  credible  information  of  such  de- 
Uah  oMde  by  British  subjects,  and  which  were  sign,  it  was  his  duty  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
afterwards  transmitted  tc  Calcutta,  and  laid  council-board,  and  to  state  the  same  to  the  ra- 
before  the  council-general ;  some  of  which  de-  jah  when  be  was  in  a  condition  to  have  given 
positiocai  were  upon  oath,  some  upon  honour,  an  answer  thereto,  or  to  observe  thereon ;  and 
and  ethers  neither  upon  oath  nor  honour ,  but  not  after  he  had  proscribed  and  driven  him 
all  or  moat  of  which  were  of  an  irregular  and  from  his  dominions,  to  have  inquired  into  cf* 
iR^evant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  decent  to  be  fences  to  justify  the  previous  infliction  of  pun- 
taken  by  a  Briti^  magistrate,  or  to  be  tram-  ishment 
adtted  to  a  British  government. 

XXVI.— That  it  does  not  appear,  that  in 

XXni.— That  one  of  the  said  attestations  taking  the  said  depositions  there  was  any  per- 

(bot  not  on  oath)  was  made  by  a  principal  son  present  on  the  part  of  the  rajah,  to  object 

minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  to  whom  the  to  the  competence,  or  credibility,  or  relevancy 

said  Hartings  had  some  time  before  proposed  of  any  of  the  said  affidavits,  or  other  attesta- 

10  sell  the  sovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  tions,  or  to  account,  otherwise  than  as  the 

Beoaree ;  and  that  one  other  attestation  (not  said  deponents  did  account,  for  any  of  the 

upon  oath)  was  made  by  a  native  woman  of  foots  therein  stated ;   nor   wore  any  copies 

Astinctian,  whose  son  he,  the  said  Hastings^  thereof  sent  to  the  said  rajah,  although  the 

did  actusdly  promote  to  the  government  of  Be-  company  had  a  minister  at  the  place  of  his 

Bares,  vacated  by  the  unjust  expulsion  of  the  residence,  namely,  in  the  camp  of  the  Mah- 

rajahalbresaid,  andwho,  in  her  deposition,  did  ratta  chief  Scindia,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 

dedaroy  that  she  considered  the  expelled  rajah  transmit  to  the  company  any  matters  which 

u  her  enemy ;  and  that  he  never  did  codbr  might  induce  or  enable  them  to  do  justice  to 

with  her,  or  suffer  her  to  be  acquainted  with  the  injured  prince  aforesaid.    And  it  does  not 

any  of  bis  designs.  ^P«v  that  the  said  Hastings  has  ever  pro- 
duced any  witness,  letter,  or  other  document, 

XXTV. — ^That  besides  the  depositions  of  tending  to  prove  that  the  said  rajah  ever  did 

peiseua  interested  in  the  ruin  of  the  rajah,  carry  on  any  hostile  negotiation  whatever  with 

others  vrere  nuuie  by  persons  who  then  re-  any  of  those  powers,  with  whom  he  was 

ceived  pensions  from  him,  the  said  Hastings ;  charged  with  a  conspiracy  against  the  com- 

9md  several  of  the  affidavits  were  made  by  per-  pany,  previous  to  the  period  of  the  said  Hast- 

sons  of  mean  condition,  and  so  wholly  illite-  ings  having  arrested  him  in  his  palace,  although 

rale  as  not  to  be  able  to  write  their  names.  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  various  agents  at 

the  courts  of  all  those  princes,  and  that  a  late 

XXT.— That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  principal  agent,  and  near  relation  of  a  minister 

alsoeaoie  to  be  examined  by  various  proofo  of  one  of  them,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  called  Be- 

and  eanya,  the  result  of  which  was  delivered  narom  Pundit  was,  at  the  time  of  the  tumult 

in  apon  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  military  at  Benaree,  actually  with  the  said  Hasttn|s, 

ilores,  taken  by  the  British  troops  from  the  and  the  said  Benarum  Pundit  was  by  him 

said  rajah  of  Benares ;  and  upon  the  report  highly  applauded  for  his  zeal  and  fidelity,  and 

Aflt  tlM  same  were  of  a  goodquality,  and.exe-  was  therefore  by  him  rewarded  with  a  large 

caled  by  persons  conversant  in  the  making  of  pension  on  these  very  revenues  which  he  had 
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likcD  ibmtbe  rajah  CbehSiac:  and  if  radi    j«t,  ths  ow|M7,  hoUbis  Um  aclBOwbdgtd 
ipirac7)MdpreTioiBlj«xiMcd,tiMBfab.    rigbH  oThu  fcraMr  MTerei(n,  held  an  abK>. 


ntta  minister  aforesaid  must  hare  known,     lata  anthority  orcr  hiai ;  that  in  tfia  kncmn 
nd  wooki  have  atteaud  it.  rdatioas  of  Tfinrfar  to  tha  aorarei^  anCho- 


rifcj,  or  power  delegated  bj  it,  be  owed  a  par- 

SQoal  ilhiciinfci.  and  an  implicit  and  unre- 

XXVU,-ThMi  it  appeal,  that  thaaid    .erred  ^bSkiS  to  that  authority,  at  the  fer- 

Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  that  he  fcij^d    «„„,  rf  hi.  lemindary,  and  eren  of  his  life 


desijn  of  seizing  °P<»  «5^^[^f»«?  «f  ^  mod  property."    Whereas  the  said  Baatinga 

nj^  of  Benares,  and  of  depoamg  him,  did  ^  ^^Xkiow,  that  whether  the  p^^me^ta 

■ot  beherc  him  gnihy  of  that  F<;«»ditated  fr^  u^  „j^  were  caUed  r«/ orlhCte,  bar- 

aroject  for  driving  «!»  E^^o?      ^^  »« »««» freqnenlly  by  himself  caUed  the  one 

with  whidi  he  aAcrwaidslhoaght  fit  to  charge  3  the  odS,  and  that  of  whaterer  nature  the 

wm,  or  that  be  was  ^^^^'^'7J^7^  instrumenta,  by  which  he  held,  might  bare 

r**!fT*')*2!^]"^*^         .^  »*«»»»<"  ni  consider  him  asTcommoii 

«nn  ofmoney  by  him  rncted,  "^J^Wf^"  dent  as  a  tributary  prince  cooU  beTlSHba 

dehiszemindajuponhimon^mortehg*.  ^  ..ip,  „.  reason  for  receiring  his  rent 

We  footing."    l?VT»reas  If  he  had  coooiTfd  „ai;7;5|rin  the  company's  prorinSe  than  in 

him  to  have  entertained  t^^torom  daigns  hj.  own  capital,  that  it  would  not  "  frustrate 

lAast  the  company,  from  whom  he  held  his  ^  intenSTof  rendering  the  rajah  iiuiepem. 

^tary  estate,  or  tod  been  otharwwe  guilty  rf«| .  Uai  if  a  resident  was  appointed  to  re- 

ofmicbcnormous  offences  as  to  m^e  It  ne-  ceire  the  money  as  it  became  dJw  at  Benarea. 

ceaaary  to  take  ext^ordimtry  me^  ^  ^  ^oAw.  reaident  would  miavoidably  acquire  an 

«ang  hun,  it  would  not  have  been  proper  for  ^^^^^^^^  over  the  rajah  and  over  hiTcountry, 

bun  to  seule  upon  such  a  traitor  and  mminal  which  wouU,  in  effi«*,  render  him  the  mastw 

the  xemindaiy  of  Benar«,  or  any  other  tern-  of  both;  that  this  consequence  might  not  pcrw 

tory,  upon  the  most  eligftle,  or  upon  any  other  h^  be  brought  completely  to  paTwithoJiTa 

fcotmg  wtotevcr ;  whereby  lhej|aid  Hsjrtings  j^^    ^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^^,,^1 

tea,  by  his  own  suting,  d^onstrated^  that  ^^  -^  ^  govemm«?co«tinited  like  this 

tha  money  mtended  to  have  been  ««;«ed  ^as  ^^^^^  f^  to  terminate  againat  the  rajah,  and 

Dcrt  as  a  punishment  for  mmea,  but  ttot  the  by  the  construcUon,  to  which  this  opposiUon 

crimes  were  pretended  for  the  purpose  of  ex-  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^y  ,^  y^j^^  ^j^  eventuaUy 

acting  m<Miey.  j^^  ^^  j^^  severe  restrictions,  and  end  <n 

rtdueing  him  to  the  wuam  and  dipraced  UaU 

XXVIII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  of  a  zanindar/* 

ings,  in  <»der  to  justify  the  acts  of  violence  * 

aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  did  assert         XXIX. — And  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 

certain  false  &cts,  known  by  him  to  be  such,  said  minute  of  consultation,  having  enumerat- 

and  did  draw  from  them  certain  fidse  and  dan-  ed  the  frauds,  embexzlementa,  and  opprea- 

gerous  inferences,  utterly  subversive  of  the  sions,  which  would  ensue  from  the  rajah*s  be- 

ri^ts  of  the  princes  and  subjects  dependent  ing  in  the  dependent  state  aforesaid ;  and  hav* 

on  the  British  nation  in  India,  contrary  to  ing  obviated  all  apprehensions  fitxn  giving  to 

the  principles  of  all  just  government,  and  him  the  implied  symbob  of  dominion,  did  aa« 

highly  dishonourable  to  that  of  Great  Britain;  sort,  "that,  without   such   appearance,    be 

namely,  that  the  *<  rajah  of  Benares  was  not  would  expect  frcnn  every  change  of  govern* 

a  vassal  or  tributary  prince ;   and  that  the  ment  additional  demands  to  be  made  upoo 

deeds  which  passed  between   him  and  the  him ;  and  would  of  course  descend  to  all  the 

board  upon  the  transfer  of  the  zemindary  in  arts  of  intrigue  and  concealment  practiaed  by 

1775,  were  not  to  be  understood  to  bear  the  other  dependent  rajahs,  which  would  keep  him 

quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon  optional  indigent  and  weak,  and  eventually  prove  hart* 

conditions  between  equal  states ;  that  the  pay-  fill  to  the  company.    But  that  by  proper  eo* 

■lenta  to  be  made  by  him  were  not  a  tribute,  couragement  and  protection,  he  might  prove  a 

bat  a  rent ;  and  that  the  instruments  by  which  profitable  dqxvdeat,  an  useful  barrier,  and 

hia  territories  were  conveyed  to  him,  did  not  even  a  powerful  ally  to  the  con^ny.    But 

differ  from  common  grants  to  zemindars,  who  that  he  would  be  neither,  if  the  conditiona  of 

were  merely  subjects  ,*  but  that  being  nothing  his  connexion  with   the  company  were  leA 

more  than  a  common  r^wnindar  and  mere  sub-  open  to  future  variati<His.** 
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XXX.-That  if  the  &ct  bad  been  true, 

ChAt  the  rajah  of  Benarea  was  merely  an  emi-  PART  IV. 
Beat  landholder,  or  anjr  other  subject,  the 

wickad   and  dangerous   doctrine   aforesaid,  ixcohd  BKTOLurioir  iir  BSNAmcs. 
namely,  that  be  owed  a  personal  allegiance, 

mad  an  implicit  and  unreserved  obedience  to  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  ha 

the  sovereign  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his  had,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  unjustly  and 

xemindary,  and  even  of  his  life  and  property,  violently  expelled  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  the 

at  the  discretion  of  those,  who  held,  or  fully  lord  or  zemindar  of  Benares,  firom  his  said 

represented,  the    sovereign    authority,  doth  lordship  or  zemindary,  did,  of  his  own  mere 

leave  aecurity  neither  for  life  nor  property  to  usurped  authority,  and  without  any  communi- 

tay  persons  residing  under  the  company's  cation  with  the  other  members  of  the  council 

protectioa ;  and  that  no  such  powers,  nor  any  of  Calcutta,  appoint  another  person,  of  the 

powers  of  that  nature,  had  been  delegated  to  name  of  Mohip  Narrain,  a  descendant  by  the 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  any  provisions  mother  from  the  late  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  to 

of  the  act  of  parliament  appointing  a  govern-  the  government  of  Benares ;  and,  on  account 

oar-general  and  council  at  Fort  William  in  or  pretence  of  his  youth  or  inexperience  (the 

BcngaL  said  Mehip  Narrain  not  being  above  twenty 

years  old)  did  appoint  his  father  Durbege  Sing 

XXXI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  act  as  his  representative  or  administrator 

did  at  last  advance  another  dangerous  and  per»  of  affairs ;  but  did  give  a  controlling  autho- 

aickms  principle,  in  justi6cation  of  his  vio-  rity  to  the  British  resident  over  both,  notwitb- 

leot,  arbitrary,  and  iniquitous  acting  afore-  standing  his  declarations  before  mentioned,  of 

said ;  namely,  *^  that  if  be  had  acted  with  an  the  mischief  likely  to   happen  to  the  said 

vwarraniable    rigour,  and  even    injustice,  country  from  the  establisliment  of  a  resident, 

towards  Cheit  Sing,  yet,  first,  if  he  did  believe  and  his  opinions  since  declared,  in  a  letter  to 

tiMt  extraordinary  means  were  necessary,  and  the  court  of  directors,  dated  from  this  very 

those  exerted  with  a  strong  hand,  to  preserve  place  (Benares)  the  1st  of  October,  1784,  to 

the  company's  interest  from  sinking  under  the  the  same  or  stronger  efibct,  in  case  "  agents 

annmwiatfid  weight  that  oppressed  them ;  or,  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed  with  au- 

seeoodly,  if  he  saw  a  political  necessity  for  thority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  cor- 

enrinog  tlie  ecsryroipn  power  of  a  great  mem-  raption,  fsr  to  no  other  will  they  be  applied,** 

her  of  their  dominion,  and  to  make  it  contrt-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the 

bote  to  the  relief  of  their  pressing  exigencies ;  same  usurped  authority,  entirely  set  aside  all 

that  luserrour  would  be  excuseable,  as  prompt-  the  agreements  made  between  the  late  rajah 

sd  by  an  excess  of  zeal  for  their  (the  compa-  and  the  company  (which  were  real  agreements 

B^s)  interest,  operating  with  too  strong  a  with  the  state  of  Benares,  in  the  person  of 

bas  oo  his  judgment ;  but  that  much  stronger  the  lord  or  prince  thereof^  and  his  heirs)  ;  and 

is  the  presumption  that  such  facts  are  founded  without  any  form  of  trial,  inquisition,  or  other 

OB  j\»t  principles,  than  that  they  are  the  re-  legal  process,  for  forfeiture  of  the  privileges  of 

sah  of  a  misguided  judgment."     That  the  the  people  to  be  governed  by  magistrates  of 

stid  doctrines  are,  in  both  the  members  thereof,  their  own,  and  according  to  their  natural  laws, 

sidweisive  of  all  the  principles  of  just  govern-  customs,  and  usages,  did,  contrary  to  the  said 

■sot,  by  empowering  a  govemour  with  dele-  agreement,  separate  the  mint  and  the  criminal 

gated  authority  in  the  first  case,  on  his  own  justice  from  the  said  government,  and  did  vest 

private  Mtef  concerning  the  necessities  of  the  the  mint  in  the  British  resident,  and  the  cri« 

sute,  not  to  levy  an  impartial  snd  equal  rate  minal  justice  in  a  Mahomodan  native  of  his 

of  taxation  suitable  to  tlie  circumstances  of  own  appointment ;  and  did  enhance  the  tribute 

hs  several  members  of  the  community,  but  to  to  be  paid  from  the  province  from  250,000/. 

itfect  any  individual  from  the  same  as  an  ob-  annually,  limited  by  treaty,  or  thereabouts,  to 

ject  of  arbitfary  and  unmeasured  imposition;  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  for 

md,  in  the  second  case,  enabling  the  same  go-  the  first  year,  and  to  four  hundred  thousand  for 

vemoor,  on  the  same  arbitrary  principles,  to  every  year  afler ;  and  did  compel  the  admini«» 

^sCennine  whose  property  should  be  considered  trator  aforesaid  (father  to  the  rajah)  to  agree 

m  orergrovm,  and  to  reduce  the  same  at  his  to  the  same ;  and  did,  by  the  same  usurped 

pfannre.  authority,  illegally  impose,  and  cause  to  W 
Vol.  ni.^O. 
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Imiedf  sundry  injudicious  and  oppressive  du-  from  carrying  on  correspondence  ooncerainf 
tiea  on  goods  and  merchandize,  which  did  the  deposition  of  the  said  administrator,  and 
greatly  impair  the  trade  of  the  province,  and  other  important  affairs  in  various  places, 
threaten  the  utter  ruin  thereof;  and  did  charge  That  in  the  letter  to  the  council,  requiring 
■everal  pensions  on  the  said  revenues,  of  his  the  confirmation  <^  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  said 
own  mere  authority ;  and  did  send  and  keep  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  propose  the 
up  various  bodies  of  the  company's  troops  in  confinement  of  the  said  administrator  at  B«» 
the   said  country ;    and  did  perform  sundry  nares,  although  by  his  imprbonmont  he  moat 
•Cher  acts,  with  regard  to  the  said  territory,  in  have  been  in  a  great  measure  disabled  fi-oa 
total  subversion  of  the  ri^Ls  <^  the  sovereign  recovering  the  halances  due  to  him,  and  for 
and  the  people,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  the  non-pajrment  of  which  he  was  thus  impri* 
and  agreements  aforesaid.  soned,  but  did  propose,  as  an  alternative,  his 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  being  aln  imprisonment  at  a  remote  fortress,  out  of  the 
sent,  on  account  of  ill  health,  fi^m  the  presi-  said  territory,  and  in  the  company's  provinces, 
dency  of  Calcutta,  at  a  place  called  Nia  Se-  called  Chunar ;  desiring  them  to  direct  the 
rai,  about  forty  miles  distant  therefrom,  did  resident  at  Benares  "  to  exact  firom  Baboo 
carry  on  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  resi-  Dubbitzee  Sing  every  rupee  of  the  collections, 
dent  at  Benares ;  and,  under  colour  that  the  which  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  and 
instalments  for  the  new  rent  or  tribute  were  not  brought  to  account ;  and  either  to  confine 
in  arrear,  did,  of  his  own  authority,  make,  in  him  at  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prisoner  to 
about  one  year,  a  second  revolution  in  the  Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement  until 
government  of  the  territory  aforesaid ;  and  did  he  shall  have  discharged  the  whole  of  the 
order  and  direct,  that  Durbege  Sing  aiforesaid,  amount  due  firom  him."    And  the  said  War- 
&ther  of  the  rajah,  and  administrator  of  his  ren  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passion 
authority,  should  be  deprived  of  his  office  and  and  personal  resentment  fi>r  the  said  unjust 
of  his  lands,  and  thrown  into  prison ;  and  did  and  rigorous  proceedings,  as  follows :    *<  I 
threaten  him  with  death,  although  he,  the  said  feel  myself,  and  may  be  allowed  on  such  an 
Warren  Hastings,  had,  at  the  time  of  making  occasion  to  acknowledge  it,  personally  hurt 
his  new  arrangement,  declared  himself  sensi-  at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  dis- 
ble  that  the  rent  aforesaid  might  require  abate*  credit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my 
ment ;  although  he  was  well  apprized,  that  the  appointment  of  him.    He  has  deceived  me ; 
administrator  bad  been  for  two  months  of  his  be  has  offended  against  the  government,  which 
administration  in  a  weak  and  languid  state  of  I  then  represented.**    And  as  a  further  reason 
body,  and  wholly  incapable  of  attending  to  the  for  depriving  him  of  his  Jaghire,  (or  salary 
business  of  the  collections ;  though  a  consi-  out  of  land),  he  did  insinuate  in  the  said  letter, 
derabl^drought  had  prevailed  in  the  said  pro-  but  without  giving  or  ofi*ering  any  proof^  '^  that 
▼ince,  and  did  consequently  affect  the  regu-  the  said  rajah  had  been  guilty  df  UttU  and 
larity  and  produce  of  the  collections ;   and  mean  pecuUuionM^  although  the  appointments 
though  he  had  other  sufficient  reason  to  bo-  assigned  to  him  had  been  sufficient  to  free 
lieve  that  the  said  administrator  had  not  him-  him  from  the  temptations  ther^o." 
■elT  received,  from  the  collectors  of  govern-  That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturally  have 
ment,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  rent  been  expected,  that  the  wife  of  the  said  admi> 
in  arrear ;  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nistrator,  the  daughter  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the 
without  any  known  process,  or  recording  any  kxe  rajah  of  BenarM,  and  her  son,  the  reign- 
answer,  defence,  plea,  exculpation,  or  apology  ing  rajah,  did  oppose,  to  the  b«it  of  their 
Irom  tlMB  party,  or  recording  any  other  grounds  power,  but  by  what  remonstrances,  or  upon 
of  rigour  against  him,  except  the  following  what  plea,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  rraident,  not  never  inform  the  court  of  directors,  the  depo- 
only  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  did  afler-  sition,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  of  the 
wards,  without  laying  any  other  or  better  estates  of  the  husband  of  the  one,  and  the  fk> 
ground  before  the  council-general,  persuade  ther  of  the  other ;  but  that  the  said  Hastinn, 
tfiem  to,  and  did  procure  from  them,  a  con->  persisting  in  his  malice,  did  declare  to  uts 
firmation  of  the  aforesaid  cruel  and  illegal  pro-  said  council  as  follows:    ''The  opposition 
ceedings,  the  correspondence  concerning  which  made  by  the  rajah  and  the  old  rannee,  both 
had  not  been  before  communicated ;  he  plead-  equally  ino^able  of  judging  for  lA«fn«eivcs, 
ing  his  ilhiess  for  not  communicating  the  does  certainly  originate  from  some  secret  in- 
same,  though  that  illness  did  not  prevent  him  fluence  which  ought  to  be  checked  by  a  decid- 
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•d  tad  peremptory  declaradon  of  the  autho-  dress  of  hit  grievances ;  and  that  it  does  not 

rity  of  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  appear  that  the  same  were  redressed,  or  eren 

dAsptoastire  at  lA<tr  premmpfion."  his  complaints  heard,  but  he  received  two 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  satis-  peremptory  orders  from  the  supreme  council 

fiedwith  the  injuries  done,  and  the  insulu  to  leave  the  said  city,  and  to  return  to  Benares; 

and  disgracee  offered  to  the  family  aforesaid,  that  on  his  return  tn  Benares,  and  being 

did,  in  a  manner  unparalleled,  except  by  an  there  met  by  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  be, 

•d  of  his  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudu-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  although  he  had 

lm<Iy  and  inhumanly  endeavour  to  make  the  reason  to  be  well  assured  that  the  said  Dur- 

wife  and  son  of  the  said  administrator,  con-  bitzee  Sing  was  in  possession  of  small  or  no 

Irary  to  the  sentiments  and  the  law  of  nature,  substance,  did  again  cruelly  and  inhumanly, 

Ike  instruments  of  his  oppressions  ;  directing  and  without  any  legal   authority,  order  tha 

^  that  if  they  (the  mother  and  son  aforesaid)  said  Durbitzee  Sing  to  be  strictly  imprisoned ; 

«oald  be  imiueed  to  jrield  the  appearance  9/ a  and  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  consequeoca 

dkscf/w/  aequie»c€HC€  in  the  new  arrangement,  of  the  vexations,  hardships,  and  oppressioM 

and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  aforesaid,  died  in  a  short  time  after  insolvent ; 

pgriidpatumt  it  would  be  better  than  that  it  but  whether  in  prison  or  not,  does  not  appear, 
should  be  done  by  a  declared  act  of  compul- 

iion,  but  that  at  all  events  it  ought  to  bo  done."  — ».— 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  do- 

daratioQS  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  PART  V. 
■fs  did,  on  his  special  recammendalion,  ap- 
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point,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  desires 

of  the  rajah  and  his  mother,  another  person  to  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having, 

the  administration  of  his  affairs,  called  Jagher  in  the  manner  before  recited,  divestni  Durbege 

Deo  S90,  Sing  of  the  administration  of  the  province  of 

That  the  company  having  sent  express  or-  Benares,  did,  of  his  own  arbitrary  will  and 

ders  lor  the  sending  the  resident  by  them  be-  pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstrances  01 

fiwe  appointed  to  Benares,  the  said  Warren  the  rajah  and  his  mother,  (in  whose  name  and 

Hastings  did  strongly  oppose  himself  to  the  in  whose  right  the  said  Durbege  Sing,  father 

nme ;  and  did  throw  upon  the  person  ap-  of  the  one  and  husband  of  the  other,  had  ad- 

pointed  by  the  company  (Francis  Fowko,  Es-  ministered  the  affairs  of  the  government,)  ap- 

^■ire)  several  strong  but  unspecified  reflec-  point  a  person,  called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to 

tioifeB  and  aspersions,  contrary  to  tho  duty  he  administer  the  same. 

owed  to  the  company,  and  to  the  justice  he  That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the 

owed  to  all  its  servants.  severe  example  made  of  his  predopessor,  is 

That  the  said  resident  being  appointed  by  represented  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as 

the  Toies  of  the  rest  of  the  council,  in  obedi-  having  made  it  his  **  avowed  principle  (as  it 

saoe  to  the  reiterated  orders  of  the  company,  might  be  expected  it  should  be)  that  the  sum 

and  m  despite  of  the  opposition  of  the  said  fixed  for  the  revenue  muat  be  collected."  And 

Hastings,  did  proceed  to  Benares ;   and  on  he  did,  upon  the  principle  aforesaid,  and  by 

the  representation  of  the  parties,  and  the  sub-  the  means  suggested  by  a  principle  of  thii 

■tssion  of  the  accounts  of  the  aforesaid  Dur-  sort,  accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and 

bilzee  Sing  to  an  arbitrator,  did  find  him,  the  did  regularly  discharge  to  the  British  resident 

■■id  Durbitzee  Sing,  indebt  to  the  company  for  at  Benares,  by  monthly  payments,  the  suma 

a  sum  not  ooosideriihle  enough  to  justify  the  se-  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  it 

vcre  treatment  of  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing;  his  is  asserted  by  the  resident  Fowke;  but  the 

wHe  and  son  complaining,  at  or  about  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assert,  that  his  an- 

■■■M  time,  that  the  balances  due  to  him  Irom  nual  collections  did  not  amount  to  more  than 

tiw  aomib,  or  sub-collectors,  had  been  re-  lacks  37,«S7,600,  or  thereabouts,  which  he 

esived  by  the  new  administrator,  and  carried  says  is  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 

to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice  siid  wrong  to  vince.   and    is  about  twenty-four    thousand 

the  said  Durbitzee  Sing;  which  representa-  pounos  short  of  his  agreement, 

tioo,  the  only  one  that  has  been  transmitted  That  it  (Urther  appears,  that  notwithstank 

OB  tiae  part  of  the  said  sufferers,  has  not  been  ing  the  new  administrator  aforesaid  was  ap- 

cootraiUcted.  pointed  two  months,  or  thereabouts,  after  the 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  Durbitxee  begmning  of  the  fuseli  year,  that  is  to  say, 

Sing  did  aftarwardi  go  to  Calcutta  for  tho  re-  about  the  middle  of  Noremberi  1781,  aiid  the 
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fonner  adminiitrator  had  collected  a  certain  1781  and  178t,  in  the  words  following ;  **  Hav« 

portion  of  the  roTenues  of  that  year,  amount-  ing  contrived,  by  making  forced  ttagea,  while 

ing  to  17,000/.  and  upwards ;  yet  he,  the  said  the  troops  oi  my  escort  marched  at  the  ordi- 

new  administrator,  upon  the  unjust  and  de-  nary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  <^  five  days  at  Be> 

■tractive  principle  aforesaid,  suggested  by  the  nares,  I  was  thereby  fiimished  with  the  means 

cruel  and  violent  proceedings  of   the  said  of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of 

Warren  Hastings  towards  his  predecessor,  the  province,  which  I  am  anxious  to  commu- 

did  levy  on  the  province,  within  the  said  nicate  to  you.    Indeed  the  inquiry,  which  wai 

year,  the  whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  ttpon  in«,  affected 

collected,  in  addition  to  the  sum  collected  by  me  with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my 

his  predecessor  aforesaid.  inability  to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpose. 

That,  on  account  of  a  great  drought  which  From  the  confines  of  Buxar  to  Benares,  1 

prevailed  in  the  province  aforesaid,  a  remis-  was  followed  nndfatigved  by  the  clamours  of 

■ion  of  certain  duties  in  grain  was  proposed  the  discontented  inhabitants.     It  was  what 

by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Benares ;  but  I  expected  in  a  degree,  because  it  is  rare  that 

the  administrator  aforesaid,  being  fearful  that  the  exercise  of  authority  should  prove  satis- 

the  revenue  would  fall  short  in  his  hands,  did  foctory  to  all,  who  are  the  objects  of  it.     The 

strenuously  oppose  himself  to  the  necessary  distresses,  which  were  produced  by  the  long 

relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city.  continued   drought,  unavoidably    tended    to 

That  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet  J  have 

several  bodies  of  the  company's  troops  within  reason  to  fear  that  the  cauH  existed  principally 

the  province,  since  the  abolition  of  the  native  in  a  d^eedvef  if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive 

government,  it  became  subject,  in  a  particular  odrntmstro/ion."  "  Of  a  multitude  of  petitions, 

manner,  to  the  rajahs  upon  the  borders  ;  inso-  which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of  which  1 

mucli,  that  in  one  quarter,  no  fewer  than  took  minutes,  every  one,  that  did  not  relate  to 

thirty  villages  had  been  sacked  and  burned,  a  personal  grievance,  contained  the  repre* 

and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  most  ex-  sentation  of  one  and  the  aame  ■pecies  of  op- 

treme  distress.  pression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  influence 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.      The 

at  Calcutta,  did  represent  that  the  collection  practice,  to  which  I  allude,  is  this  :  it  is  al^ 

of  the  revenue  was  become  very  difficult ;  and,  firmed  that  the  aumils  and  renters  exact,  from 

besides  the  extreme  drought,  did  assign  for  a  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest,  a  large 

eause  of  that  difliculty,  the  following  :  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent ;  tluit 

*'  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which,  in  is,  from  those,  who  hold  their  potta  by  the 

former  years,  was  applied  in  this  country  to  tenure  of  paying  one  half  of  the  produce  of 

remedy  temporary  inconveniences  in  the  reve-  their  crops,  either  the  whole ^  without  subter- 

nue,  and  which  in  the  present  year  does  not  ex-  fuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  false 

*ist.  This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  tneasurementf  or  other    pretexts;   imd  from 

and  shrofis  (bankers)  resident  in  Benares,  from  those  whose  engagements  are  for  a  fixed  rent 

whom  aumils  (collectors)  of  credit  could  obtain  m  money  f  the  half^  or  a  greater  proportion,  is 

temporary  loans,  to  satisfy  the  inmiediate  calls  taken  m  kind.    This  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon 

of  the  rajah.    These  sums,  which  used  to  cir-  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants;  since  there  is 

culate  between  the  aumil  and  the  merchant,  scarce  afield  of  grain  in  the  province,  /  mi^Al 

have  been  turned  into  a  different  channel,  by  smf  not  onet  which  has  not  bisra  preserved  by 

bills  of  exchange  to  defray  the  expenses  of  go-  the  incessant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  dig- 

▼ernment  both  on  the  west  coast  of  India,  and  ging  wells  for  their  supply,  or  watering  them 

also  at  Madras."    To  which  representation  it  from  the  wells  of  masonry,  with  which  their 

does  not  appear  that  any  answer  was  given,  or  country  abounds,  or  from   the  neighbooring 

that  any  mode  of  redress  was  adopted  in  con-  tanks,  rivers,  and  nullahs.     The  people,  who 

■equence  thereof.  imposed  on  themselves  this  voluntary  and  ex- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  traordinary  labour,  and  not  unattended  with 

passed  through  the  province  of  Benares  (Gau-  expense,  did  it  on  the  expectation  of  reaping 

sipore)  in  his  progress  towards  Oude,  did,  in  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain  they  would 

a  letter  dated  from  the  city  of  Lucknow,  the  not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  known  that  their 

fd  of  April,  1784,  give  to  the  council-board  at  rulers, /rom  whom  they  were  entitled  to  an  tn- 

Calcutta  an  account  (highly  dishonourable  to  demwification,  would  take  from  them  what  they 

the  British  government)  of  the  effect  of  the  so  hardly  earned.     If  the  same  administration 

trrangements  made  by  himself  in  the  yean  (ontinues,  and  the  country  ahall  agmia  labocK 
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■kler  wuK  of  rain,  every  Jleld  trill  be  aban"  nest  I  wu  for  his  observation  of  this  precau- 

dtned,  the  revenue  failt  and  thouaandi  perUh  tion,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person,  and  dis- 

Arough  tocml  of  eubeuienee ;  for  who  will  la-  missed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  that 

bour  for  Che  wle  benefit  of  others,  and  to  make  purpose.    But,  to  my  great  disappointment,  / 

himself  the  subject  of  exaction?     These  prao-  found  every  placet  tfuvugh  which  I  paesedf 

tioes  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  naib  himself^  abandoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a  man  left  in 

fib0  administrator  forced  by  the  said  Warren  any  of  them  for  their  protection.    I  am  sorry 

Hastings  on  the  present  rajah  of  Benares.]  to  add,  that  from  Buxar  to  the  opposite  bound' 

The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts,  and  ary^  I  have  uen  nothing  but  traces  of  comply 

which  be  acknowledged  to  myself,  is,  that  the  deixistation  in  every  village ;  whether  caused 

mkols  sum  fixed  for  the  revenue  of  the  province  by  the  followers  of  the  troops,  which  have  lately 

wutst  be  collected ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  passed  for  their  natural  relief,  and  I  know  not 

die  de6ciency  arising  in  places  whire  the  whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share, 

oops  have  fiuled,  or  which  have  been  left  un-  or  from  the  ap()rchensions  of  the  inhabitants 

cultivated,  must  be  supplied  from  the  resour-  left  to  themselves,  and  of  themselves  deserting 

ees  of  others,  where  the  soil  has  been  better  their  houses.    I  wish  to  acquit  my  own  coun* 

raited  to  the  season,  or  the  industry  of  the  try  men  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavourable  ap- 

cultivators  hath  been  more  successfully  ex-  pearances,  and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit 

sited :  a  principle  which,  however  specious  them ;    for  at  one  encampment  a  crowd   o 

and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear,  certainly  people  came  to  me,  complaining  that  their 

kmis  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  con-  new  aumil,  {collector)  on  the  approach  of  any 

stijuences.     If  this  declaration  (^Ihe  naib  had  mUitary  detachment,  himself  first  fled  from  the 

been  made  only  to  myself,  I  might  have  doubt-  place ;  and  the  inhcJfitants,  having  rw  one  to 

ed  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it  was  repeated  whom  they  could  apply  for  recess,  or  for  the 

fay  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it  representation  of  their  grievances^  and  being 

onctly  in  the  same  sense.     In  the  manage-  thus  remediless,  JUd  also;  so  that  their  houses 

■cot  of  the  customs,  the  conduct  of  the  naib,  and  {ffects  became  a  prey  to  any  person  who 

or  of  the  officer  under  Um,  was  forced  also  chose  to  plunder  them.     The  general  conclu* 

opoii  my  attention.     The  exorbitant  rates,  ex^  sion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 

oetod  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods ;  firom  such  a  state  of  facts ;  and  my  own  senses 

the  practice  of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the  bore  testimony  to  it  in  this  specific  instance ; 

goocb,  first  from  the  seller,  and  after-  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  possible  for  any  offi- 

from  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexations,  cer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 

I,  and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchants  tive  soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and 

by  tbtae  oppressions,  were  loudly  complained  forbearance  of  his  people,  to  prevent  disor- 

of;  and  some  instances  of  this  kind  were  said  ders  when  there  is  neither  opposition  to  hinder^ 

to  asist  at  the  very  time  I  was  at  Benares,  nor  eviderue  to  detect  them.    These,  and  many 

Under  such  circumstances,  we  are  not  to  won-  other  irregularities,  I   impute  solely  to  the 

dsr  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countries  are  naib,  and  recommend  his  instant  removal. 

discouraged  firom  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if  *'  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the 

dw  conunerce  of  that  province  should  annually  city  of  Benares,  the  province  is  in  ^ect  with' 

dseay.     Other  evils,  or  imputed  evils,  have  out  a  government.     The  administration  of  the 

•ecideatally  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  I  province  is  miseonduetedy  and  the  people  op* 

will  not  now  particularize ;  as  I  hope  that,  pressed,  trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in 

wich  the  assistance  pf  the  resident,  they  may  danger  of  a  rapid  decline,  from  the  violent  ap» 

ba  nt  part  corrected.     One  evil  I  must  men-  propriation  of  its  means.*^ 

tinn,  because  it  has  been  verified  by  my  own  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recom- 

rfmsiitinn,  and  is  of  that  kind  which  reflects  mend  to  the  council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  dit- 

■■  tmaerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na-  orders  and  calamities,  which  had  arisen  from 

booal  character.     When  I  was  at  Buxar,  the  his  own  acts,  dispositions,  and  appointments, 

wmndrnt,  at  my  desire,  enjoined  the  naib  to  that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  be  in* 

■pfioini   creditable  people    to    every  town,  stantly  removed  from  his  oflice ;  attributing 

tfaraogh  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  the  aforesaid  "  irregularities,  and  many  others, 

CBOoorage  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  solely  to  him  ,**'  although  on  his  own  repre- 

iKwraa,  promising  to  give  them  guards  as  I  sentation  it  does  appear  that  he  was  the  solo 

approached,  and  Uiey  roquired  it  for  their  pro-  cause  of  the  irregularities  therein  described  l 

eetiba ;  and  that  he  mi^  perceive  how  ear-  neither  does  it  appear  that  the  administratOTi 
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■o  bj  the  said  Hastingt  nominated  and  re-  vikat  they  hav4  m  future  to  eaepeet  ,*  and,  !& 

mored,  was  properly  charged  and  called  to  proportion  to  the  degrM  of  this  unoertuntj, 

answer  for  the  said  recited  irregularities,  or  their  eflbrts  and  expenses  in  promoting  the 

Ihr  the  many  others  not  recited,  but  attributed  cultivation  will  be  languid  and  sparing. 

aoUiy  to  him  ;  nor  has  any  plea  or  excuse  **'  In  compliance  with  the  naib's  reqaeat,  I 

firom  biro  been  transmitted  to  the  board,  or  to  have  written  to  all  the  aumils,  encouraging 

the  court  of  directors  ;  but  he  was,  at  the  in-  and  ordering  them  to  attend  to  the  cultivation 

atance  of  the  said  Hastings,  deprived  of  his  of  their  respective  districts.     But  I  conceive 

■aid  office  contrary  to  the  principles  of  natu-  I  should  be  able  to  promote  this  very  desira« 

lal  justice,  in  a  violent  and  arbitrary  manner ;  ble  intention  much  more  effectually,  if  you 

which  proceeding,  combined  with  the  example  will  honour  me  with  the  communication  of 

made  of  his  predecessor,  must  necessarily  your  intentions  on  this  subject.     At  the  same 

leave  to  the  person,  who  should  succeed  to  tlra  time  I  cannot  help  just  remarking,  that  if  a 

said  office,  no  distinct  principle  upon  which  change  is  intended,  the  sooner  it  takes  place, 

he  might  act  with  safety.     But  in  comparing  the  more  the  bad  {ffecta  I  have  described  wili 

the  consequences  of  the  two  delinquencies  be  obviated." 

charged,  the  fiiilure  of  the  payment  of  the  re-  That  the  council,  having  received  the  pro- 
venues  (from  whatever  cause  it  may  arise)  is  position  for  the  removal  of  the  administrator 
more  likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a  letter  to  him  (the  said 
course  towards  the  inhabitants  ;  as  the  former  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent  changes  by 
fault  was,  besides  the  deprivation  of  office,  at-  him  made  in  the  administration  of  the  collec- 
tended  with  two  imprisonments,  with  a  me-  tionofBenares;  but  did  consent  to  such  altera- 
nace  of  death,  and  an  actual  death,  in  disgrace,  tions  as  might  be  made  without  encroaching 
poverty,  and  insolvency ;  whereas  the  latter,  on  the  rights  established  by  his  (the  said 
namely,  the  oppression,  and  thereby  the  total  Hastings's)  agreement  in  the  year  1781,  and 
ruin  of  the  country,  charged  on  the  second  ad-  did  desire  him  to  transmit  to  them  his  plan 
ministrator,  was  only  followed  by  loss  of  office ;  for  a  new  administration, 
although  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  That  the  said  Hastings  did  transmit  a  plan, 
fbrther  assert  (but  with  what  truth  does  not  which,  notwithstanding  the  evils  which  had 
appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last  adminis-  happened  from  the  former  frequent  changes, 
trator  bad  &llen  much  short  of  the  revenue  of  he  did  propose,  as  o  («gyofqry  expedient  for 
the  province.  the  administration  of  the  revenues  of  the  said 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  was  province;  in  which  no  provision  was  made 
sensible  that  the  frequent  changes  by  him  for  the  reduction  or  remission  of  revenue,  as 
made  would  much  disorder  the  management  of  exigencies  might  require ;  or  for  the  extrac- 
the  revenues,  and  seemed  desirous  of  c<Hiceal-  tion  of  the  circulating  species  from  the  said 
ing  his  intentions  concerning  the  last  change  province  ;  or  for  the  supply  of  the  necessary 
until  the  time  of  its  execution.  Yet  it  ap-  advances  for  cultivation ;  nor  for  the  removal 
pears  by  a  letter  &om  a  British  resident,  dated  or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him 
'he  2Sd  of  June,  1784, "  that  a  very  strong  re-  before  complained  of,  other  than  an  inspeo- 
port  prevailed  at  Benares  of  his  (the  said  tion  by  the  resident  and  the  chief  criminal 
Hastings's)  intentions  of  appointing  a  new  magistrate  of  Benares,  and  other  regulations 
naib  for  the  approaching  year ;  and  that  the  equally  void  of  effect  and  authority ;  and 
effect  is  evident,  which  the  prevalence  of  such  which  plan  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  supreme 
an  idea  amongst  the  aumils  would  probably  council,  did  altogether  reject ;  but  the  same 
have  on  the  cultivation  at  this  particular  time,  was  approved  of^  as  a  temporary  eatpedientf 
The  heavy  mofussil  kists  (harvest  instal-  with  some  exceptions,  by  two  other  members 
ments)  have  now  been  collected  by  the  au-  of  the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Maicphefw 
mils ;  the  season  of  tillage  is  arrived ;  the  son,  declaring  the  said  Warren  Haatingt  re- 
ryots  (country  farmers)  must  be  indulged,  apontilUe  for  the  temporary  expediency  of  tkt 
and  even  assisted  by  advances ;  and  the  aumil  aame. 

must  look  for  his  returns  in  the  abundance  of  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the 

the  crop,  the  contequence  of  this  early  atten"  plan  aforesaid,  having  strongly  objected  to 

lion  to  the  cultivation.    The  effect  is  evident,  the  appointment  of  any  European  coUectoie, 

which  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  Jlrst  q/Jieer  that  is  to  say,  of  any  European  servants  ci 

of  the  revenue  must  have  on  the  minds  of  the  the  company  being  concerned  in  the  same^ 

aumUSj  by  leaving  them  at  an  uncertainty  qf  declared  that  there  had  been  sufficient  experi* 
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of  the  ill  eflToetf  of  their  being  to  em*  once  to  the  orders  of  the  East-India  companj, 

ployed  in  the  province  of  Bengal ;  by  which  arrogating  to  himself  the  nomination  of  the 

liw  said  Hastings  did  either,  in  loose  and  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  as  his  particu* 

fsoeral  temu,  conrey  a  false  imputation  upon  lar  agent  and  representative,  and  rejecting  the 

tlie  eooduet  of  the  company's  servants  em-  resident  appointed  by  the  company,  and  ob- 

ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  trading  upon  them  a  person  of  his  own  choice, 

Bengal,  or  be  was  guilty  of  a  criminal  neg-  did,  frOm  that  time,  render  himself  in  a  parti- 

lect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  punishment  cular  manner  responsible  for  the  good  govem- 

the  particular  persons,  whose  evil  practices  ment  of  the  provinces  composing  the  domi- 

had  given  rise  to  such  a  general  imputation  nions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
OB  British  subjects  and  servants  of  the  com* 

pany,  as  to  render  thera  unfit  for  service  in  III.— ;That  the  provinces  afi)resaid  having 

other  places.  been,  at  the  time  of  their  first  connexion  with 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  company,  in  an  improved  and  flourishing 

the  coarse  of  three  years,  made  three  complete  condition,  and  3rielding  a  revenue  of  more  than 

revolutions  in  the  state  of  Benares,  by  expel-  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  or  therea- 

Ung,  in  the  first  instance,  the  lawful  and  bouts,  did,  soon  after  that  period,  begin  sensi* 

rightiul  govemour  of  the  same,  under  whose  bly  to  decline ;  and  the  subsidy  of  the  British 

care  and  superintendence  a  large  and  certain  troops  stationed  in  that  province,  as  well  as 

revenue,  suitable  to  the  abilities  of  the  coun-  other  sums  of  money  due  to  the  company  by 

try,  and  consistent  with  its  prosperity,  was  treaty,  ran  considerably  in  arrear  ;  although 

paid  with  the  greatest  punctuality ;  and  by  the  prince  of  the  country,  during  the  timo 

afterwards  displacing  two  effective  govern-  these  arrears  accraed,  was  otherwise  in  dis- 

oors,  or  administrators  of  the  province,  ap-  tress,  and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  bii 

pointed  in  succession  by  himself;  and  in  con-  establishments. 
seqoeooe  of  the  said  appointments,  and  violent 

and  arbitrary  removals,  the  said    province  IV.  That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  nabob  of 

"  being  left  in  effect  without  a  government,"  Oude,  did,  in  humble  and  submissive  terms, 

escept  in  one  city  only  ;  and  having,  af\er  all,  supplicate  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be 

fettled  no  more  than  a  temporary  arrange-  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose  licen- 


; .  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misde-  tious  behaviour  he  complained  of,  and  who 
SKanoor  in  the  destruction  of  the  country  wore  stationed  in  his  country  without  any 
albresaid.  obligation,  by  treaty,  to  maintain  them ;  plead- 

ing the  failure  of  harvest,  and  the  prevalence 
-^— ^  of  famine  in  his  country  ;— a  compliance  with 

which  request,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
IT.     PiuzrcKSSKS  or  oqde.  was  refused  in  unbecoming,  offensive,  and  in- 

sulting language. 
I.— That  the  reigning  nabob  of  Oude,  com- 
Monly  called  Asoph  ul  Dowla,  (son  and  sue-         V.— That  the  said  nabob,  labouring  under 


to  Shuja  ul  Dowla,)  by  taking  into,  the  aforesaid  and  other  burthens,  and  being 
or  eootinuing  in  his  pay,  certain  bodies  of  r»-  continually  urged  for  payment,  was  advised 
golar  British  troops,  and  by  having;  afterwards  to  extort,  and  did  extort,  firom  his  mother  and 
admitied  the  British  resident  at  his  court  into  grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans  (and 
t!ie  nuttiagement  of  all  his  affairs,  foreign  and  sometimes  without  that  appearance,)  various 
doneatie,  and  particularly  into  the  adminis-  great  suras  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole 
tmtioa  of  his  finances,  did  gradually  become,  to  630,000/.  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  alleging 
bi  subaCanoe  and  effect,  as  well  as  in  general  in  excuse,  the  rigorous  demands  of  the  East- 
repute  and  estimation,  a  dependant  on,  or  India  company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extort- 
iwsal  of,  the  East-India  company ;  and  was,  ed  money  had  been  demanded,  and  to  which  a 
and  is,  so  much  wider  the  controul  of  the  go-  considerable  part  of  it  had  been  applied. 
Tcraonn-general  and  council  of  Bengal,  that, 

in  the  opinion  of  all  the  native  powers,  the  VI. — That  the  two  female  parents  of  the 

Eaglidi  name  and  character  is  concerned  in  nabob  aforesaid  were  among  the  women  of  the 

every  act  of  tus  government.  greatest  rank,  family,  and  distinction,  in  Asia; 

and  were  lefl  by  the  deceased  nabob,  the  son 

11/— That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  con-  of  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in 

to  law,  and  to  his  duty,  and  in  disobedi-  charge  of  certain  considerable  part  of  his  trea- 
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tores,  In  money,  and  other  Tiluable  moveft-  Oode  near  a  place  called  Cbunar,  and  po** 

bles,  as  well  as  certain  landed  eatates,  called  aessing  an  entire  and  absolute  command  over 

jaghires,  in  order  to  the  support  of  their  own  the  said  prince,  did,  contrary  to  justice  and 

dignity,  and  the  honourable  maintenance  of  equity,  and  the  security  of  property,  as  well 

his  women,  and  a  numerous  (^spring  and  as  to  public  faith,  and  the  sanction  of  the 

their  dependents ;  the  said  family  amounting,  companjr's  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of  a 

in  the  whole,  to  two  thousand  pers<ms,  w1k>  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conducted  secretly, 

were,  by  the  said  nabob,  at  his  death,  recom-  without  a  written  document  of  any  part  of  the 

mended  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  care  proceeding,  (except  the  pretended  treaty  it* 

and  protection  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  self,)  authorize  the  said  nabob  to  seise  upon, 

and  confiscate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed 

VII.— That  on  the  demand  of  the  nabob  of  estates,  called  jaghires,  of  his  parents,  kin- 

Oode  01  his  parents  for  the  last  of  the  sums,  dred,  and  principal  nobility  ;  only  stipulating 

which  completed  the  six  hundred  and  thirty  a  pension  to  the  nett  amount  of  the  rent  ^ 

thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  pa-  the  said  lands  as  an  equivalent,  and  that  equi- 

rmits,  did  positively  refuse  to  pay  any  part  valent  to  such  only,  whose  lands  had  been 

of  the  same  to  their  son  for  the  use  of  the  com-  guarantied  to  them  by  the  company :  but  pro- 

pany,  until  he  should  agree  to  certain  terms  vided  neither  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  nor 

to  be  stipulated   in  a  regular  treaty ;   and,  in  any  subsequent  act,  tlie  least  security  ibr 

among  other  particulars,  to  secure  them  in  the  payment  of  the  said  pension  to  those  for 

the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  whom  such  pension  was  ostensibly  reserved ; 

on  no  account  or  pretence  to  make  any  fur-  and,  tor  the  others,  not  so  much  as  a  show  of 

ther  demands  or  claims  on  them ;  and,  well  indemnity ; — to  the  extreme  scandal  of  the 

knowing  from  whence  all  his  claims  and  ex-  British    government,  which,  valuing    itself 

actions  had  arisen,  they  demanded  that  the  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property,  did  expressly 

•aid  treaty,  or  family  compact,  should  be  authorize,  if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack 

guarantied  by  the  govemour-goneral  and  coun-  upon  that  right,  unprecedented  in  the  despo- 

cil  of  Bengal ;  and  a  treaty  was  accordingly  tic  governments  of  Lodia. 
agreed  to,  executed  by  the  nabob,  and  guaran- 
tied by  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  resident  at         IX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

Oude,  under  the  authority,  and  with  the  ex-  order  to  cover  the  violent  and  unjust  proceed- 

press  consent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim  of  right  in 

and  the  council-general,  and,  in  consequence  the  same  nabob  to  all  the  possessions  of  his 

thereof,  the  sum  last  required  was  paki,  and  said  mother  and  grandmother,  as  belonging  to 

discharges  given  to  the  nabob  for  all  the  mo-  him  by  the  Mahonrodan  law ;   and  this  pre- 

ney  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his  own  mo-  tended  claim  was  set  up  by  the  said  Warren 

ther,  and  the  mother  of  his  fiither.  Hastings,  after  the  nabob  had,  by  a  regular 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  na-  treaty,  ratified  and  guarantied  by  the  said 
bob*s  government,  and  his  debt  to  the  coropa-  Hastings  as  govemour-general,  renounced  and 
ny,  continuing  to  increase,  notwithstanding  released  all  demands  on  them.  And  this  false 
the  violent  methods  before  mentioned,  taken  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  was  taken  up  and 
to  augment  his  resources,  the  said  Warren  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Hastings,  on  the  Slst  May,  and  on  the  31st  without  laying  the  said  question  on  record  bo- 
July,  1781,  (he  and  Mr.  Wheler  being  the  fbre  the  council-general,  or  giving  notice  to 
only  remaining  members  of  the  council-gene-  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  support 
ral,  and  he  having  the  conclusive  and  casting  their  rights  before  any  of  the  principal  magia- 
voice,  and  thereby  being  in  effect  the  whole  trates  and  expounders  of  the  Mahomedan  law, 
council,)  did,  in  the  name  and  under  the  au-  or  taking  publicly  the  opini<XM  of  any  perMM 
thority  of  the  board,  resolve  on  a  journey  to  conversant  therein, 
the  upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal 

interview  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  toward        X.^That,  in  order  to  give  further  colod 

the  settlement  of  his  distressed  affairs ;  and  to  the  acts  of  ill  faith  and  violence  albreaaidi 

did  give  to  himself  a  delegation  of  the  powers  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  to  bt 

of  the  said  council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before 

company's  orders,  forbidding  such  delegation,  divers  persons,  and  particularly  before  Sil 

Elijah  Iropey,  knight,  his  majesff^s  chief  joa- 

VIII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tice,  acting  extra-judicially,  and  not  within 

having  by  his  appointment  met  the  nabob  of  the  Vimits  of  his  jurisdiction,  several  passion- 
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Hi,  careleM,  irreleTiot,  and  irregular  affida-  tion  of  the  jaghires  albresaid  wax  to  b«  oon- 

vita,  ooQai»ting  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  deposed  lidered  as  a  measure  from  the  English,  and  to 

OB  oath ;  of  reports,  conjectures,  and  hearsays ;  be  intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  as  such,  that 

soma  of  the  persons  swearing  to  the  said  hear-  the  execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him ;  and 

taja,  having  declined  to  declare  from  whom  the  execution  thereof  was  accordingly  forced 

they  beard  the  accounts  at  second-hand  sworn  upon  him.    And  the  resident,  Middieton  on 

to :  the  said  affidavits  in  general  tending  to  the  nabob^s  refusal  to  act  in  contradiction  to 

■ttpport  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said  to  his  sworn  engagement,  guarantied  by  the 

Warrso  Hastings,  namely :  that  the  aged  wo-  East  India  company,  and  in  the  undutiful  and 

ttcn  before  mentioned  had  fbrmod,  or  engaged  unnatural  manner  required,  did  totally  super- 

in,  a  plan  for  the  deposition  of  their  son  and  sede  his  authority  in  his  own  dominions,  coo* 

toreraign,  and  the  tUier  extirpation  of  the  sidering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act  by 

Knglifh  nation :  and  neither  the  said  diarge  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings,  althou^ 

against  persons  whose  dependence  was  prin-  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insur- 

dpally,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  good  faith  of  this  rection  in  consequence  thereof,  and  that  he 

aatioo,  and  highly  afibcting  the  honour,  pro-  found   it  necessary  to   remove   his    fiunily, 

perty,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of  the  highest  '^  which  he  did  not  wish  to  retain  there  in  caso 

oonditioo  :  nor  the  affidavits  intended  to  sup-  of  a  rupture  with  the  nabob,  or  the  necessity 

port  the  same,  extra-judicially  taken  ex-parU,  of  employing  the  British  forces  in  the  reduo- 

aad  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah  tion  of  }u»  aumils  and  troops ;"   and  he  did 

bnpey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  commu-  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his  own  edicta 

akaled  to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  and  warrants,  in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of 

for  tbeoa  ;  nor  were  they  called  upon  to  an-  the  nabob,  in  the  manner  described  in  the  let- 

iwar.  nor  any  explanation  demanded  of  them,  ters  aforesaid,  in  a  letter  of  6th  December, 

1781,  that  is  to  say,  "  Ending  the  na6o6  too- 
XI. — That  the  article  affiscting  private  pro-  vering  in  Ms  determination  about  the  rentmp' 
yetXy  secured  by  public  acts,  in  the  said  pre-  tion  of  the  jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  olC, 
Icotfed  treaty,  o6ntains  nothing  more  than  a  and  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered 
gciieral  permission,  given  by  the  said  Warren  the  necessary  perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the 
Hastings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghires,  or  several  aumils  for  that  purpose;  and  it  waa 
haded  estates,  with  the  modifications  therein  my  firm  resolution  to  have  despatched  them 
eontAined,  "  as  he  [the  nabob]  may  find  ne-  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them 
eeasarj ;"  but  does  not  directly  point  at,  or  punctually  and  implicitly  carried  into  execu- 
eqprcaa  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  posses-  tion ;  but  before  they  were  all  transcribed,  1 
sioiM  of  the  nabob's  mother.  But  soon  after  received  a  message  firom  the  nabob,  who  had 
the  signing  of  the  said  pretended  treaty  (that  been  informed  by  the  minister  of  the  resolu- 
is,  on  the  S9th  November,  1781,)  it  did  ap-  tion  I  had  taken,  entreating  that  I  would  with- 
pc«r  that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  hold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  rooming, 
soabla  the  nabob  to  seize  upon  the  estates  of  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  ma 
lua  fetnale  parents  aforesaid,  which  had  been  satbiaction  on  this  point.  As  the  loss  of  a 
goarantied  to  them  by  the  East  India  compa-  few  hours  in  the  despatch  of  the  perwannahs 
mf.  And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  appeared  of  little  moment,  and  as  it  is  possible 
treaty,  aforesaid,  nothing  more  is  purported  the  nabob,  teeing  that  the  busineu  vnU  at  aU 
dMn  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the  nabob  events  be  done,  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  eion, 
to  aeize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leav-  I  have  consented  to  indulge  fum  in  his  request; 
lag  the  execution  or  non^xecution  of  the  same  but  be  the  result  of  our  interview  whatever  it 
wholly  to  his  discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  may,  nothing  shall  prevent  the  orders  being  %»» 
•everal  letters  Cram  Nathaniel  Middieton,  sued  tiMnorrow,  either  6y  him  or  myself,  toith 
Bequire,  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the  concurrence  of  the  ministers.  Your  plea- 
the  6th,  7th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781,  that  sure  respecting  the  begums  I  have  learnt  fit>m 
BO  such  discretion,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  Sir  Elijah ;  and  the  measure  heretofore  pro- 
was  leA,  or  intended  to  be  left  with  him  the  posed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  the 
■aid  nabob ;  but  that  the  said  article  ought  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed  from  the  for* 
ynetkally  to  have  a  coostrudion  of  a  directly  mer  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  coroplela 
eoctrary  tendency ;  that,  instead  of  consider-  liquidation  of  the  company's  balance.''— And 
hSM  Che  article  as  originating  from  the  nabob,  also  in  another  letter  of  the  7th  December, 
■ad  irm*^*"'";  a  power  provided  in  his  favour,  1 781 , — "  I  had  the  honour  to  addiess  you  yee> 
«Udh  be  did  not  poeaesa  before,  the  oonlisea-  terday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had  takeB 
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In  regaid  to  the  resumption  of  1k»  jaghint.  on  the  eubject  of  nmrning  the  jafhiret,  ind 

XU»  morning  the  vixier  came  to  mt  according  the  step  I  had  taken  io  consequence.     His 

fe  his  agreement  J  but  aeemingly  without  any  eatceUeney  appeared  to  he  very  much  hurt  and 

mlention  or  desire  to  yield  me  eadrfaction  on  ineeneed  at  the  meamtre;  and  loudly  eomflaxn» 

|A«  tubje^  under  diecueaion ;  /oTj  after  a  great  of  the  treachery  of  hie  minittere ;  Jlrtt,  in  ^iv- 

deal  of  conversation^  consisting ^  on  his  partj  of  ing  you  any  hopeB  that  such  a  measure  would 

ayUng  evasion  and  puerile  excuses  far  with^  be  adopted ;  and  secondly^  in  their  promising 

holding  his  assent  to  the  measurCf  though  at  me  their  whole  support  in  carrying  it  through : 

the  same  time  professing  the  most  implidt  su^-  6iii,  as  I  apprehmdj  rather  than  sm^er  it  to  ap» 

mission  to  your  wishes,  I  found  myse^  without  pear  that  As  point  had  been  carried  m  opposi-» 

m^  other  resource,  than  the  one  of  employing  <»on  to  his  will,  he  at  length  yielded  to  a  nomi- 

that  exclusive  authority  with  which  I  consider  nal  acquiescence,  and  has  this  day  issued  his 

your  instructions  to  vest  me :   I  ther^ore  do-  own  perwannahs  to  that  effect ;    dsdaring, 

dared  to  the  nabob,  in  presence  of  the  mimster  however,  at  the  sams  time,  both  to  me  and  ku 

and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  I  desired  ndght  bear  ministiers,  thai  it  is  an  act  <^  compulsion.    I 

witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  construed  hope  to  be  able  in  a  few  days,  in  consequence 

his  rtgection  of  the  measure  propossd,  as  a  of  this  measure,  to  transmit  you  an  account 

breach  of  his  solemn  promise  to  yoUf  and  an  of  the  actual  ralue  and  produce  of  the  jaghiret, 

unwillingness  to  yield  that  astirtanes  which  opposed  to  the  nominal  amount  at  whidi  they 

urns  evidently  in  his  power,  towards  liquideUing  sUund  rated  on  the  books  of  the  sircar." 
his  heavy  accumulating  debt  to  the  company ; 

and  that  I  must  in  consequence  determine,  in        XII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

■J  own  justification,  to  issue  immodiatsly  the  iiMtead  of  expressing  any  disapprobation  o^ 

perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the  proceedinga,  aforesaid,  in  violation  of,  the 

the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  rights  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and 

upon  to  make  that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oude, 

but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could  force  me  and  not  less  in  violation  of  the  sovereign 

to  make  mine. — He  left  me  without  any  reply,  rights  of  the  nabob  himself,  did,  by  frequent 

but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  au-  messages,  stimulate  the  said  MiddJeton  to  a 

tborized  him  to  give  me  hopes,  that  my  requi-  perseverance  in,  and  to  a  rigorous  execution 

sition  would  be  complied  with ;  on  which  I  of  the  same ;  and,  in  his  letter  from  Benares 

expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  declared,  that  I  of  the  25th  December,  1781,  did  "express 

could  admit  of  no  further  delays ;  and  unless  doubts  of  his  firmness  and  activity,  and,  above 

I  received  his  excellency's  formal  acquiescence  all,  of  his  recollection  of  his  instructions,  and 

before  the  evening,  I  should  then  most  assur-  their  importance ;  and  that,  if  he  could  not  re- 

edly  issue  my  perwannahs ;  which  /  have  ac*  ly  on  his  own  [power]  and  the  means  he  pos- 

sordingly  done,  not  having  had  any  assurances  sessed  for  performing  those  services,  he  would 

from  his  excellency,  that  could  justify  a  fur-  free  him  [the  said  Middleton]  from  the  charge 

tfwr  suspension.    I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  es,  and  would  proceed  himself  to  Lucknowi 

inibrm  you  of  the  effects  of  the  perwannahs,  and  would,  huns^t  undertake  them." 
which,  in  many  parts,  1  am  apprehensive  it 

will  be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  milita»  XUI.— That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be 
ry  aid,  I  am  not,  however,  entirely  without  given  to  any  letters  written  by  the  said  Mid- 
hopes  that  the  nabob,  when /ie  sees  (Ae  me/^ca-  dleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when 
sy  of  further  opposUion,  may  alter  his  conduct,  they  answer  the  piuposes  which  the  said 
and  prevent  the  cor\fusion  and  disagreeable  Warren  Hastings  had  evidently  in  view,  dw 
eonse^v^nces,  which  would  be  too  likely  to  re-  said  Middleton  having  writtm  to  him  in  the 
suit  from  the  prosecution  of  a  measure  qfsuch  following  manner,  from  Lucknow,  SOth  !>•- 
importance  unthaut  his  concurrence,  oember,  1781 : 

His  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad, 
for  the  purpose  heretofore  mentioned,  in  three        XIV. — "  Mr  dear  sir, — I  havo  this  day 

or  four  days  :  /  wish  he  may  be  serious  in  his  answered  your  publM  letter  in  the  form  you 

inUnlion,  and  yon  may  rest  assured,  /  shall  seem  to  expect.    I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it 

spare  no  pains  to  hup  him  to  t<."-^— And  fur-  that  may  appear  to  you  too  pointed.     If  you 

ther,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  December,  1781 —  with  the  matter  to  be  otherwise  understood  thorn 

'*  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  7th  /  have  taken  up  and  stated  it,  J  need  not  say  / 

instant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation  shall  bs  ready  U)  conform  Utuhatever  you  may 

idndi  had  passed  between  the  nabob  and  me,  j>resen6e,  and  to  take  i^on  mysdf  any  than 
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^£&t  Umm  oflhM  (AieAerfo)  non^perfwmanct  which  the  seizing  of  the  troasuret  wu  pro* 

ifJkitiipitiiatumBmadMfmbthalf  of  tht nabob,  posed,  wu  also  directed;  not  one  only,  but 

Thooghl  doassure  yon,!  myself  represented  both  sides  of  the  alternative  being  enforced 

to  his  ezoelleocy  and  the  ministers ,  conceiving  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  aforesaid, 

it  to  be  your  desire,  that  Ifte  appaaraU  oMuaip-  although  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been 

lien  of  Am  rnna  of  ha  government  (for  in  that  secured  to  them  by  a  treaty  with  the  East  In- 

ligfat  be  nndoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  dia  company, 
view)  as  specified  in  the  agreement  executed 

by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be/u%  and  literal^  *  XVIII.— That  Sir  E lijah  Impey,  knight, 

edbrced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should  ^^  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  William, 

keoM  9omething  to  $how  on  your  tide,  at  the  did  undertake  a  journey  of  nine  hundred  miles, 

9tmpany  were  deprived  of  a  ben^^t  without  a  ^^™  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence  ol 

fwqmital;  and  upon  the  faith  t^f  thi*  aeeuranee  h««lth  and  pleasure ;  but  was  in  reality  in  the 

dknet  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  his  excel-  secret  of  these  and  other  irregular  transact 

leocy's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty  were  ^ons,  and  employed  as  a  channel  of  confiden- 

giveo  up.     If  I  have  understood  the  matter  ^^^  communication  therein.     And  the  said 

wrong,  or  misconceived  your  design,  I  am  tru-  Warren  Hastings,  by  presuming  to  employ  the 

ly  sorry  for  it ;   however^  it  ianot  too  late  to  ^^^  chief  justice,  a  person  particularly  unfit  for 

$ct  the  errour ;   and  I  am  ready  to  under^  ^'^  <^cnt,  in  the  transaction  of  afiairs,  prim^ 

,  andf  Ood   willing^  to    carry  through,  /acw  at  least  unjust,  violent,  and  oppressive, 

ever  you  nuy ,  on  the  receipt  of  my  public  contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  sentiments 

,  tell  me  i»  your  final  reeolve/*  '^  ^^^  of  nature,  and  which  he  the  said  Has- 
tings was  sensible  "  could  not  fail  to  draw  ob* 

XV. — Thatitappears,  butonhis,  thesaid  ^"7  on  himself  by  his  participation,"  did 

Middleton*s  sole  authority,  in  a  leUer  from  <i>sgrace  the  king's  commission,  and  render 

Ike  said  Middleton,  dated  Lucknow,  2d  Do-  odious  to  the  natives  of  Hindoston  the  justice 

ember,  1781,  that  the  nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  o^  ^e  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
lo  evade  the  measure  of  resuming  the  jaghires 

ifcresaid,  did  send  a  message  to  him,  purport-  XIX.— That  although  the  said  Warren 
kg,  "  that  if  the  measure  proposed  was  in-  Hastings  was,  from  the  beginning,  duly  in- 
folded to  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance  |orroed  of  the  violence  offered  to  the  personal 
dM  to  the  company,  he  could  better  and  more  inclinations  of  the  nabob,  and  the  "  apparent 
czpeditioosly  effect  that  object,  by  taking  from  "sumption  of  the  reins  of  his  government," 
1h  mother  the  treasures  of  his  father,  which  ^o*"  ^  purposes  aforesaid,  yet,  more  than  two 
bs  did  asujrt  to  be  in  her  hands,  and  to  which  X®*"  ^^e^,  he  did  write  to  his  private  agent, 
bs  dad  claim  a  right :  and  that  it  would  be  suf-  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in  his  letter  of 
fident  that  be,  the  said  Hastings,  would  hint  the  6ih  of  May,  1783,  '*  that  it  has  been  a  mat- 
Ait  epimien  upon  it,  without  givinf  a  formal  ^er  of  equal  turprixe  and  concern  to  him,  to 
to  the  meaeure  propoeed ;    and  that  ^^^^  from  the  letters  of  the  resident,  that  the 


his  resolution  upon    the   subject     nabob  vizier  was  with  difficulty,  and  aUnost 
riKwU  be,  it  would  be  expedient  to  keep  it     unconquerable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  his 


it  '**  adding,  ^'  the  resumption  of  the  jag--    consent  to  the  attachment  of  the  treasure  de- 
Aires  it  is  neceeaary  to  euapend  tiU  J  have     posited  by  his  lather,  under  the  charge  of  the 


to  thi$  Utter"  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  resumption  of 

her  jaghire,  and  the  other  jaghires  of  the  indi- 

XVI. That  it  does  not  appear  that  the     viduals  of  his  family ;"   which  pretence  of 

id  Hastings  did  write  any  letter  in  answer  to     ignorance  of  the  nabob's  inclinations  is  ficti- 
tiM  proposal  of  the  said  Middleton,  but  he,  the     ^ous  and  groundless.    But  whatever  decep- 


Hastings  did  communicate  his  pleasure  ^ion  he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the 

oo  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  being  then  at  original  intention  of  the  nabob,  he  was  not, 

Locknow,  for  his,  the  said  Middleton's  inform  nor  did  he  pretend  to  be,  ignorant  of  his,  the 

nation ;  and  it  does  appear,  that  the  seizing  nabob's  reluctance  to  proceed  in  Uie  said  mea^ 

of  the  treasures  of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  ""res ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  na- 

nid  to  have  been  proposed  as  an  alternative  bob's  reluctance  to  their  full  execution,  and  yt( 

by  the  said  nabob,  to  prevent  the  resumption  ^^^  J"»tify  the  same  as  follows : 

of  the  jaghires,  was  determined  upon  and  or-  XX.—"  I  desire  that  yoii  will  infim  Uoi 

dwed  by  the  said  Hastings  ;  and  the  resump- 

tioB  of  tlie  said  jaghires,  for  the  ransom  of  e  See  Orig 
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(the  nabob)  that  in  these  ind  the  other  mea-  the  treaty,  aa  it  was  before;  the  declared  id- 
■ores,  which  were  either  proposed  by  him,  or  tent  of  the  article  being  only  to  remoTe  the 
reoeired  his  concurrence  in  the  agreement  restraint  of  the  company's  guarantee  forbid- 
passed  between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had,  ding  such  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing 
nor  could  have  any  object  bui  hi»  reli^  and  which  could  authorize  putting  that  resumption 
tkt  Mrengthemng  of  kU  connection  toi<A  lAs  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the  company,  to 
company ;  and  that  I  should  not,  on  any  other  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  re- 
ground,  have  exposed  myself  to  the  penonal  gard  to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by 
ahUHfuyi  which  they  could  not  fail  to  dra»  up-  order  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  by  him,  in  the 
•IS  me  by  my  participation  in  them,  but  left  letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be  made  equally 
him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and  by  against  the  will  of  the  nabob,  namely,  th^ 
his  own  means,  the  economy  of  his  own  finan-  which  was  committed  on  the  personal  and 
cet,  and,  with  much  more  cause,  the  aeeertion  moveable  pru;  erty  cf  the  female  parents  <k 
qf  hit  domeitic  right.  In  the^f  he  had  no  the  nabob,  noluoig  whatsoever  in  relation  to 
regular  daim  to  my  interference ;  nor  had  I,  in  the  same  is  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended 
my  public  character,  any  claim  upon  him,  but  treaty, 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  from  him 

to  the  company,  although  I  was  under  the  XXII.— 'That  the  said  Hastings,  in  assert- 
strongest  obligations  to  require  it  for  the  relief  ing  that  he  was  bound  to  the  acts  aforesaid  by 
oT  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  affairs.—  public  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith,  in  the 
He  will  well  remember  the  manner  in  which,  very  instance  in  which  that  national  faith  waa 
at  a  visit  to  him,  in  his  own  tent,  I  declared  by  him  grossly  violated ;  and  in  justifying 
my  acquiescence  freely  and  without  hesitation  himself,  by  alleging  that  he  was  bound  to  the 
to  each  proposition,  which  afterwards  form  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility  to  the 
substance  of  a  written  agreement,  as  he  seve-  company,  which  be  immediately  served ;  and 
rally  made  them ;  and  he  can  want  no  other  by  asserting,  that  these  violent  and  rapacious 
evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  con-  proceedings,  subjecting  all  persons  concerned 
fen/,  nor  for  the  requests  which  I  added  as  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be  the  means  of 
the  means  of  fulfilling  his  purposes  in  them.  str«igthening  the  connection  of  the  nabob 
Had  he  not  made  these  measures  his  own  op-  with  the  British  united  company  of  merchantii 
tion,  I  should  not  have  proposed  them ;  InU  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  did  disgrace  the 
having  once  adopted  them,  and  made  them  the  authority  under  which  he  immediately  acted. 
conditions  of  a  formal  and  sacred  agreement,  I  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justifying  his 
had  no  longer  an  option  to  dispense  vnth  them,  obligations  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility 
but  was  bound  to  the  complete  performance  to  the  tang,  namely,  to  the  king  of  Great 
and  execution  ofthem^  as  points  of  publicVu'  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  his  ma- 
ty  and  of  national  faith,  for  which  I  u>as  re-  jesty,  his  lawful  sovereign  (whose  name  and 
tponmble  to  my  king  and  the  company,  my  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to 
immediate  superumrs ;  cmd  this  was  the  reason  preserve  in  estimation  with  all  persons,  and 
for  my  insisting  on  their  performance  and  ex-  particularly  with  the  sovereign  princes,  the 
fcufton,  when  I  was  told  that  the  nabob  himself  allies  of  his  government)  the  disgrace  and 
had  relaxed  from  his  original  purpose  and  e»-  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  whic^  a  sore- 
pressed  a  reluctance  to  proceed  in  t<."  i^ign  prince  was  by  him,  the  said  Hastings, 

made  an  instrument  of  perfidy,  wrong,  uid 
XXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  sore- 
does  admit,  that  the  nabob  had,  originally,  no  reign  princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  exhibit  to 
regular  claim  upon  him  for  his  interference,  or  all  Asia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmoat 
he  any  claim  on  the  nabob,  which  might  en-  devoticm  to  parental  authority)  the  spectacle 
title  him  to  interfere  in  the  nabob's  domestic  of  a  christian  governor,  representing  a  chrie- 
eoDcems ;  yet,  in  order  to  justify  his  so  invi-  tian  sovereign,  compelling  a  son  to  beeooM 
dioos  an  interference,  he  did,  in  the  letter  the  instrument  of  such  violence  and  extortion 
aforesaid,  give  a  false  account  of  the  said  against  his  own  mother, 
treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  no-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repeat* 
thing  more  than  give  a  permission  to  the  nabob  ed  messages  and  injunctions,  and  under  meos* 
to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE  should  judge  ces  of  "a  dreadful  responsibility,"  did  urge  the 
th€  same  to  be  necessary;  and  did  therefore  resident  to  a  completion  of  this  iMrbarous  act ; 
leavetherightof  dispensing  with  the  whole,  or  and  well  knowing  that  such  an  act  would 
any  part  thereof,  as  much  in  his  option  after  probably  be  resisted,  did  order  him,  the 
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raudent,  to  um  Um  British  troops  under  his  You  will  allow  them  to  have  any  necessary 

^ireetioQ  tbr  that  purpose ;   and  did  offer  the  and  conrenience,   which  may  be  consistent 

tssistanoe  of  further  forces,  urging  the  exe-  with  a  strict  guard  over  them.'' 
eotion  in  the  following  peremptory  terms: 

"You  yovdf  must  be  ptrsonaliy  preMent;  XXVI.— That  in  consequence  of  these 

you  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbear-  severities  upon  herself,  and  on  those  whom  sh« 

ance,  but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  most  regarded  and  trusted,  the  mother  of  the 

tlie  begOBS  (princesses)  are  at  the  entire  mer-  said  nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  delivsfw 

cy  of  the  nabob."  ing  up  of  her  treasures,  and  the  same  were 

paid  to  the  resident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond 

XXIII. — That  in  conformity  to  the  said  given  by  the  nabob  to  the  company  for  his 

peremptory  orders,  a  party  of  British  and  balance  of  the  year  1779-80,  and  tho  said 


troops,  with  the  nabob  in  the  ostensible,     treasure  "  was  taken  from  the  most  secret  re* 
and  the  British  resident  in  the  real  command,     cesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eunuchs." 


drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  in 
the  castle  of  which  the  mother  and  grandnio«  XXVII.— That  the  nabob  continuing  still 
ther  of  the  nabob  had  their  residence ;  and  a^  under  the  pressure  of  a  further  pretended  debt 
tar  expending  two  days  in  negotiation  (the  to  the  company,  for  his  balance  of  the  year 
particulars  of  which  do  not  appear)  the  resi-  1760-81,  the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  the 
dnt  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked  seizure  of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his 
fiir,  the  town  was  first  stormed,  and  afterwards  parents  aforesaid,  although  he,  the  said  resi* 
Ike  castle ;  and  little  or  no  resistance  being  dent  did  confess  that  the  princess  mother  **  had 
■ide,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on  either  side,  declared,  with  apparent  truthf  that  she  had  de- 
Ihe  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  in-  livered  up  the  whole  of  the  property  in  her 
dosure  of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesses,  hands,  excepting  goods,  which,  from  the  ex- 
tad  blocked  up  the  other,  perience  which  he,  the  resident,  had  of  the 

email  produce  of  the  sales  of  a  former  pajrment 

XXIV. — That  this  violent  assault  and  for-  made  by  her  in  that  mode,  he  did  refuse,  and 

e2»le  occupation  of  their  houses,  and  the  fur-  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  certainly  would  have 

ther  extremities  they  had  to  apprehend,  did  not  amounted  to  little  or  nothing ;"  did  proceed  to 

prevail  on  the  female  paroits  of  the  nabob  to  extort  another  great  sum  of  money,  that  is  to 

eoneent  to  any  submission,  until  the  residoit  say,  the  sum  of  120,000<.  sterling,  on  account 

sent  in  unto  them  a  letter  from  the  said  War-  of  the  last  pretended  balance  aforesaid.     In 

ren  Hastings  (no  copy  of  which  appears)  de-  order,  therefore,  to  compel  the  said  ministers 

daring  himself  no  longer  bornid  by  the  guaran-  and  treasurers  either  to  distress  their  prind* 

tee,  and  con*aining  such  other  matter  as  tend-  pals  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  sulMtance 

sd  to  ronove  all  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to  might,  by  any  posibility,  remain  concealed, 

be  centered  in  British  faith.  or  to  furnish  the  said  sum  from  their  own  ee- 

tates,  or  from  their  credit  with  their  friends, 

XXV.— That  tho  chief  oflkers  of  their  he,  the  resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment 

hoosebold,  who  were  their  treasurers  and  con-  to  be  aggravated  with  circumstances  of  great 

frHytyal  ageuts,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  Ali  KhAn  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francia 

and  Behar  Ali  KAhn,  persons  of  great  emi-  Rutledge,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  in  the 

nenee,  rank,  and  distinction,  who  had  been  in  following  words : 
bt^  trust  and  fiivour  with  the  late  nabob,  were 

ignominioasly  put  into  confinement  imder  an  XXVIII.—"  Sir, — ^When  this  note  is  de- 

iafeciour  officer,  in  order  to  extort  the  dis-  livered  to  you  by  Hoolas  Roy,  I  have  to  de* 

eovery  of  the  treasures  and  effects  committed  sire  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put 

to  their  care  and  fidelity.    And  the  said  Mid-  in  tront,  keeping  themfrom  aUfood^  ^e.  agret^ 

Aeton  did  soon  after,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  able  to  my  trufruetions  ofytaUrday, 

Itth  of  January,  1782,  deliver  them  over  for  (Signed)        "  Nathl.  Middlktoh." 
the  same  purpose  into  the  custody  of  Captain 

Neal  Stoart,  commanding  the  8th  regiment,  XXIX. — That  by  the  said   unjust  and 

by  his  oixler  given  in  the  following  words :  rigorous  proceeding,  the  said  eunuchs  were 

"  to  be  kept  in  close  and  secure  convenient,  compelled  to  give  their  engagement  for  the 

afaitting  of  no  intercourse  ^ith  them,  except-  payment  of  120,0002.  sterling  aforesaid,  to  be 

^  by  their  four  menial  servants,  who  are  au-  completed  within  the  period  of  one  month ; 

tfifffiyi^  to  attend  them  until  ftirther  orders,  but  after  they  had  entered  into  the  said  ooiift* 
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pulsory  engagement,  they  were  i till  kept  in  on  the  said  extorted  bond,  no  more  than  about 

doee  imprisonment,  and  the  mother  and  grand*  £5,000^.  aocordtng  to  the  statement  of  the 

mother  of  the  nabob  were  themselTes  held  un-  eunuchs,  and  not  above  fifty  thousand  aooord- 

der  a  strict  guard ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  ing  to  that  made  by  the  resident, 

the  confiscated  estates  were  actually  in  the  ^ 

company's  possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the  XXXIII.— That  in  this  advanced  state 

amount  of  what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  gene-  of  the  delivery  of  the  extorted  treasure,  the 

ral  list  of  confiscated  estates;  and  although  ministers  of  the  women  aforesaid  of  the  reig»- 

the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did  confess  ing  fiunily  did  apply  to   Captain  Lecmard 

**  that  the  object  of  distressing  the  bhow  be-  Jaques,  under  whose  custody  they  were  coo* 

gum  was  merely  to  obtain  a  ready  money  in-  fined,  to  be  informed  of  the  deficiency  with 

•tead  of  a  dilatory  payment^  and  that  this  which  they  stood  charged,  that  they  might  en- 

eady  money  payment,  if  not  paid,  was  re-  deavour,  with  the  assistance  of  their  friends, 

eoverablo  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  upon  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  praying  that  they 

the  jaghires  in  his  possession ;  and  that  there-  might,  through  his  mediation,  be  freed  from 

lore  it  was  not  worth  proceeding  to  any  ex-  the  hardships  they  suffered  under  their  cod- 

tr«mities  beyond  the  one  described,  (namely,  finement ;  to  which  application  they  received 

the  confinement  of  the  princesses,  and  the  im-  an  insolent  answer  from  the  said  Richard 

prisonment  and  fettering  df  their  ministers)  Johnson,  dated  Febnuiry  27th,  1782,  declar- 

upon  so  respectable  a  &mily.''  ing,  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  pay- 
ment was  in  jewels  and  bullion;   and  that 

XXX.-^That  after  the  surrender  of  the  more  than  a  month,  the  time  fixed  for  the  final 

treasure,  and  the  passing  the  bonds  and  obli-  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could  dispose 

gations  given  as  aforesaid,  the  resident  having  of  the  same ;  insisting  upon  a  ready  money 

been  strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Has-  payment,  and  assuring  them,  "  that  the  day 

tings  not  to  make  any  settlement  whatsoever  on  which  their  agreement  expired,  he  should 

with  the  said  women  of  high  rank,  the  nabob  be  indispensably  obliged  to  recommence  seve- 

was  induced  to  leave  the  city  of  Fyzabad  with-  rities  upon  them,  until  the  last  fiurthing  was 

out  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  or  showing  her  fiilly  paid."    And  in  order  to  add  to  their  ter- 

any  mark  of  duty  or  civility.    And  on  the  rours  and  hardships,  as  well  as  to  find  some 

■ame  day  the  resident  left  the  city  aforesaid ;  pretext  for  the  further  cruel  and  inhuman  acta 

and  afUr  his  return  to  Lucknow,  in  order  to  intended,  an  apparently  groundless  and  injuri- 

pacify  the  said  Hastings,  who  appeared  to  re-  ous  charge  was  suggested  to  the  imprisoned 

sent  that  the  nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  ministers  aforesaid,  in  tlie  following  words  :— 

degrees  of  rigour  than  those  hitherto  used  **  You  may  also  menticm  to  them,  that  I  have 

towards  his  mother,  he  the  said  resident  did,  reason  to  tu»ptct  that  the  commotions  raised 

in  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  give  him  an  by  Bulbudder  have  not  been  without  their 

assurance  in  the  following  words : — "  I  shall,  sugge^Aoru  and  abetment^  which,  if  proved 

as  you  direct,  use  my  influence  to  dissuade  his  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  pro6a6(e  breach 

excellency  from  concluding  any  HtUement  un-  of  their  agreement,  will  make  their  situation 

til  I  have  your  further  commands."  very  duperate." 

XXXL— That  the  payment  of  the  bond  XXXIV.— That  on  the  receipt  of  the  said 

last  extorted  from  the  eunuchs  was  soon  afler  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2d  March,  the  ministers 

eommenced,  and  the  grandmother,  as  well  as  aforesaid  did  aver,  that  they  were  not  ab>o  to 

the  mother,  were  now  compelled  to  deliver  obtain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  ei^ 

iHiat  they  declared  yna  the  extent  ofthewhoU  fects ;  but  that  if  the  goods  were  soid,  and 

of  both  their  possessions,  including  down  to  they  released  from  their  confinement,  and  per* 

their  ioJble  nUnriU ;  which,  as  the  resident  ad-  mittod  (as  they  have  before  requested)  to  go 

mitted,  "  they  had  been,  and  were  still  de-  abroad  among  their  friends,  they  could  soon 

Uveiing,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been  ob-  make  good  the  deficiency ;  9jad  they  did  abso> 

tajned  of  their  having  more."  hitely  deny  "that  they  had  any  hand  in  the 

commotions  raised  by  Bulbudder,  or  any  kind 

XXXII.— That  bullion,  jewels,  andgoods,  of  correspondence  with  him  or  his  adherents.* 
to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 

and  upwards,  were  actually  received  by  the  XXXV. — ^That  the  prisoners  af<M«said 

resident  for  the  use  of  the  company,  before  the  did  shortly  after,  that  it  to  say,  on  the  19th 

2Sd  of  February,  1782 ;  and  thva  temained,  March,  a  third  time  renew  their 
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Nttfaftiiiel  Middleton,  Esquirt,  the  rMident,     first  officer  in  theeonipeiij'f  lerviee,  who  has 
Aiad  did  request  that  the  jewels  remaining  in     suffered  in  his  propertj  by  an  independent 
his  the  said  resident's  hands,  towards  the  pay*    command." 
ment  of  the  balance  remaining,  "  might  be 

valued  \j  four  or  fire  eminei^  merdiants,  XXXVII.— That,  in  about  two  months 
Mussulmen  and  HindOs,  upon  oath,"  and  that  after  the  said  prisoners  had  continued  in  irons 
if  anj  balance  should  afterwards  appears  they  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  officer  on  guard 
would  upon  their  release  get  their  friends  to  in  a  letter  of  the  18lh  May,  did  represent  to 
■dTanee  the  same  :  and  they  did  again  repre-  the  resident  as  follows  >— "  The  prisoners, 
•snt  the  hardship  of  their  imprisonment,  and  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally  Kh&n,  who  seem  to  be 
pray  (or  relief;  and  did  again  assert  that  the  yery  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons  might 
imputations  thrown  upon  them  by  the  said  '  be  taken  off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  mig^t 
Richard  Johnson  were  false  and  groundless ;  take  medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of 
'**  that  they  had  no  kind  of  intercourse,  either  the  place  where  they  are  confined.  Now,  as 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  authors  of  the  I  am  sure  they  will  ht  equally  aa  $eeure  toUh' 
eommotioos  alluded  to,  and  that  they  did  stake  out  their  trcnt  a$  with  fAem,  I  think  it  my  duty 
their  lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof  b*-  to  inform  you  of  this  request :  I  desire  to 
tng  brought.**  know    your   pleasure    concerning  it.**    To 

which  letter  the  said  officer  did  leceive  a  di- 
XXXVI.— That,  instead  of  their  receive    rect  refiisal,  dated  tSd  May,  178S,  in  the  fol- 
ing  any  answer  to  any  of  the  afbresaid  reason-     lowing  words : — I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my 
able  propositions,  concerning  either  the  ao-     power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of  easing 
count  stated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,     the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters. 
or  any  relief  from  the  hardships  they  suffered,     Much  aa  my  humanity  may  be  touched  by 
he,  the  resident  Middleton,  did,  on  the  18lh<^    their  sufferings,  I  should  think  it  inexpcdiect 
the  said  month,  give  to  the  officer,  who  had     to  afford  them  any  alleviation,  while  they  per- 
npplicated  in  fkvour  of  the  said  prisoners,  an     sist  in  a  breach  of  their  contract  with  roe  ;  and 
order,  in  which  he  declared  himself  *'  under  the     indeed  no  indulgence  can  be  shown  them  with- 
disagreeable  necessity  of  recurring  to  sevori-     out  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  instead  of 
ties,  to  enforce  the  said  payment ;  and  that    consenting  to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their 
diis  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediate-     situation,  would  be  most  willing  to  multiply 
ly  cause  them  to  be  put  in  ironM^  and  keep     them.**     Endeavouring  to  join  the  nabob, 
them  so  until  I  shall  arrive  at  Fyzabad  to     whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  in  the 
take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary.**     whole  proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties, 
Which  order  being  received  at  Fyzabad  the     by  which,  through  the  medium  of  her  servants, 
day  afler  it  was  given,  the  said  eunuchs  were     it  was  intended  to  coerce  his  mother, 
a  second  time  thrown  into  irons.    And  it  ap- 
pears that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the         XXXVIII.^That  the  said  resident,  in  a 
horoane  representations  of  the  said  Captain     few  days  after,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  Ist  June, 
Jaqu^)  the  resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the     1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  in  command 
fetters,  and  other  contingent  charges  of  the  im-     at  F3rzabad,  did  order  the  account,  as  by  him- 
prisooment  of  the  said  ministers  of  the  nabob's     self  stated,  to  be  read  to  the  prisoners  ;  and, 
mother,  when  at  the  same  time  very  liberal     without  taking  any  notice  of  their  proposal 
contingent  allowances  were  made  to  other     concerning  the  valuation  of  the  effects,  or  their 
officers  ;  and  the  said  Jaques  did  strongly  re-     denial  of  the  offences  imputed  to  them,  to  de- 
saonstrate  against  the  same  as  follows  i^    mand  a  positive  answer  relative  to  the  pay- 
"  you  have  also  ordered  me  to  put  the  prison-     ment ;  and,   "  upon  receiving  from  them  a 
ers  in  irons— this  I  have  done,  yet  as  I  have     negative  or  unsatisfactory  reply,   to  inform 
•o  bosiness  to  purdiase  fetters,  or  supply  them     them  that,  all  further  negotiation  being  at  an 
any  other  way,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  you     end,  they  must  prepare  for  their  removal  to 
dioQkl  order  me  to  be  reimbursed.    And  why     Liicknow,  where  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
should  I  add  any  tiling  more  ?    A  late  com-     answer  not  only  their  recent  breach  of  fidth 
mander  at  this  place,  I  am  tokl,  draws  near  as     and  solemn  engagement,  but  also  to  atone  for 
many  thousands  monthly  contingencies,  as  my     other  heavy  offences ;  the  punishment  of  which, 
friflmg  letter  for  hundreds.     However,  if  yoo     as  had  fiequently  been  signified  to  them,  it  was 
cannot  get  my  bill  paid,  be  so  obliging  as  to     in  their  power  to  have  mitigated  by  a  proper 
return  it,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  d»>     acquittal  of  themselves  in  this  transaction." 
dtfing  to  the  worki,  that,  I  believe  I  am  the     By  which  insinuations  cooceming  the  pretead- 
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ed  offences  of  the  laid  imhAppy  penonsi  and  city  of  LucknoW|  where  they  arrtfed  oo  Hut 

the  maimer  by  which  they  were  to  atone  for  S4th  of  June,  1781,  and  were,  on  the  nooct  day. 

the  same,  and  by  their  never  having  been  spe-  threatened  with  severities,   **  to  make  thtm 

cifically  and  directly  made,  it  doth  appear,  diat  discover  where  the  balance  mi^ht  be  procura- 

the  said  crimes  and  offences  were  charged  for  ble."     Am^on  the  S8th,  it  should  seem,  that 

the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon  the  severities  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  were 

principles,  or  for  the  ends  of  justice.  inflicted,  at  least  upon  one  or  them ;  for  the 

assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did,  on  that  day, 

XXXIX. — That  after  some  ineffectual  write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  coid> 

negotiations  to  make  the  prisoners  pay  the  manding  the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full 

money  which  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  disgrace  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  human* 

in  their  power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threat-  ity  of  the  British  naticm. 

ened  by  the  resident,  in  a  letter  to  Major  ^ 

Gilpin,  dated  9th  June,  1782,  in  the  following  XLUI.— -"  Sir, — The  nabob  having  deter^ 

torms  : — "  I  wish  you  to  explain  (mce  more  to  mined  to  it\/licl  corporal  puruMhment  upon  tht 

the  prisoners  the  imprudence  and  folly  of  their  priaonerM  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  desire, 

eonduct  in  forcing  me  to  a  measure,  which  that  his  officers,  when  they  shall  come,  may 

must  be  attended  with  consequences  so  very  have  free  access  to  the  prisoners,  and  be  per* 

serious  to  them ;  and  that,  when  once  they  are  nutted  to  do  with  them  a*  they  shall  see  proper, 

removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my  only  taking  care,  that  they  leave  them  always 

power  to  show  them  mercy,  or  to  stand  b^  under  your  charge." 
tween  them  and  the  vengeance  of  the  nabob. 

Advise  them  to  reflect  seriously  upon  the  un-  XLIV.— That  the  said  Richard  Johnaoo 

happy  situation  in  which  they  will  be  involved  did,  fiirther  to  terrify  the  prisoners,  and  to  ex* 

in  one  case,  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my  tort  by  all  ways  the  renuunder  of  the  said  uo* 

power  to  procure  them  in  the  other;  and  let  just,  oppressive,  and  rapacious  demand,  threat- 

them  make  their  option."  en  to  remove  them  out  of  the  nabob's  domin- 
ions into  the  castle  of  Chnmagur,  in  order  fw 

XL.— That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  ever  to  separate  them  fliom  their  principals, 

at  the  same  time,  receive  a  letter  from  the  and  deprive  both  of  their  reciprocal  protection 

princess  mother,  which  letter  does  not  appear,  and  services,  and  did  order  a  further  guard  to 

but  to  which  only  the  following  insolent  re-  be  put  on  the  palace  of  the  grandmother  of  the 

turn  was  made ;  that  is  to  say,  "  the  letter  nabob,  an  ally  of  the  company,  and  to  prevent 

from  the  bhow  begum  is  no  ways  satisfiMJtory,  the  entrance  of  provisions  to  her,  (whidi  order 

and  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to  relative  to  the  guard  only  was  executed)  and 

it.    Indeed  all  correspondence  between  the  did  use  sundry  unworthy  and  insulting  mena* 

begum  and  me  lias  long  been  stopped ;  and  I  ces,  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  her 

request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her,  that  principal  ministers. 
I  by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  main* 

uin  any  friendly  intercourse  with  her,  until  XLV. — That  a  proposal  was  soon  aftet 

she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon  her  ibr  the  made  by  the  said  princess  and  her  daughter* 

balance  due."  in-law,  praying  that  their  nrinisters  aforesaid 

should  be  returned  to  Fyzahad,  and  offering  to 

XLI. — That    in  consequence    of  these  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  that  condition ;  as 

threats,  and  to  prevent  a  separation  of  the  also  that  tliey  would  remove  from  one  of  their 

ministers  from  their  mistresses,  several  plans  palaces,  whilst  the  English  were  to  be  permit* 

for  the  payment  of  the  balance  were  offered,  ted  to  search  the  other.    But  the  assistant  r^ 

both  by  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the  sident,  Johnson,  did,  instead  of  a  complianee 

prisoners,  to  which  no  other  objection  appears  with  the  former  of  these  propositions,  send  tha 

to  have  been  made,  than  the  length  of  time  re-  following  orders,  dated  2Sd  July,  1782,  tc  the 

quired  by  the  parties  to  discharge  the  com-  officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the  ministers 

paratively  small  lemainder  of  the  extorted  aforesaid :    "  some  violent  demands  having- 

bond ;  the  officer  on  command  declaring  that,  been  made  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  it 

confi>rmable  to  his  instructions,  he  could  not  is  necessary  that  every  possible  precaution  be 

receive  the  same.  taken  for  their  security ;  you  will  therefore  b« 

pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding  then; 

XLII. — That  the  prisoners  were  actually  and  I  herewith  send  another  pair  o/fetter»i$ 

removed  from  the  city  of  their  residence  to  thie  be  added  to  thoee  tuna  upon  the 
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And  Ib  MNwor  to  the  second  propoeitioo,  the  eaid  month,  poeitively  reftiie  to  listen  to  any 

mad  resideat  did  reply  in  the  following  terma :  terms,  before  the  final  dischar^  of  xht  wnole 

"  the  proposal  of  eracuating  one  palace,  that  of  the  demand  ,*  and  did  positively  forbid  the 

It  may  be  searched,  and  then  evacuating  the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to 

next  upon  the  same  principle,  is  apparently  make  the  proposal  aforesaid,  in  tlie  terms  fol- 

iair :  bat  it  is  well  known  in  the  first  place,  lowing :  "  as  it  is  not  possible  to  listen  to  any 

that  such  bricked  up,  or  otherwise  hidden,  terms  from  the  begums,  before  the  final  dis- 

treasure,  is  net  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  with-  charge  of  their  conditional  agreement  for  fifly- 

uQt  a  guide.    I  have  therefore  informed  the  five  lacks,  your  coming  hero  upon  such  an 

nabob  of  this  proposal,  and  if  the  matter  is  to  agency  can  only  be  hu  of  time  in  completing 

be  reduced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  6,55,000,  for 

sodi  people  as  he  may  possess  for  information,  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyzabad.  I 

logether  with  the  priscmers ;  and  when  in  pos-  must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  t%o  t^ortt, 

HssioQ  of  the  ground,  by  puniaking  theprisot^  gentle  or  hanhj  unattempted  to  complete  this, 

trt,othymiKk9tJurmeanaa»hemayfindmott  before  you  move  from  Fyzabad;  and  I  am 

sftOiud  to  forward  a  successful  search  upon  very  anxious  that  this  should  be  as  soon  as 

the  spot,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  proposal  possible,  at  /  ioon<  to  employ  your  regiment 

■ade  by  the  bhow  begum."  upon  other  emergent  eervice  now  entering  fry 

enery  delay. '** 
XLVI. — That,  probably  from  the  nabob's 

koowu  and  avowed  reluctance  to  lend  himself  XLVIII.^That  the  goods  aforesaid  were 

to  the  perpetration  of  the  oppressive  and  ini-  sent  to  Lucknow,  and  disposed  of  in  a  manner 

^oitoos  proceedings  <^  the  representative  of  unknown ;  and  the  harsh  and  oppressive  mea* 

the  British  government,  the  scandalous  plan  sures  aforesaki  being  still  continued,  the  be- 

ifauaid  was  not  carried  into  execution :  and  gum  did,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1782, 

«I1  the  rigours  practised  upon  the  chief  minis-  cause  to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton 

mn  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  Lucknow  being  as  follows :  **  that  her  situation  was  truly  piti- 

bond  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  mother  hav-  able ;  her  estate  sequestered  ;  her  treasury  ran- 

iag  declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  every  sacked ;  her  cojahs  prisoners ;  and  her  ser- 

Oimg  Tuluable  in  her  possession,  which  Baher  vants  deserting  daily  from  want  of  subsistence. 

ADy  Khin  one  of  her  c<mfidential  ministers  That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money,  to 

ifcreaaid  only  could  come  at,  the  said  change  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  company,  from 

cf  prison  was  agreed  to ;  but  not  until  the  na-  every  person  that  she  imagined  would  or  could 

bob's  mother  aforesaid  had  engaged  to  pay,  for  assist  her  with  any,  but  that  the  opulent  would 

tiM  said  change  of  prison,  a  sum  of  ten  thou-  not  listen  to  her  adversity.    She  had  hoped, 

■ad  pounds,  (one  half  of  which  was  paid  on  that  the  wardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have 

the  return   of  the  eunuchs,)  and  that  '*she  sold  for  at  least  one  half  of  the  company's  de- 

weuld  ransack  the  xenana  (women's  apart-  mands  on  her ;  but  even  jewellery  and  goods, 

■ents)  for  kincobs,  muslins,  clothes,  &:c.  &:c.  she  finds  from  woful  experience,  lose  their 

kc.  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  value  the  moment  it  is  known  they  come  from 

from  the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  for  her  her.    That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan  of 


>,  in  lieu  of  her  jaghire."  cash  fi'om  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed 

in  that  application,  she  had  no  hopes  of  ever 
XLVII.-^That  soon  afler  the  return  of  the     borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand."— A 


ministers  to  the  place  of  their  impri-  hope  not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  said  Al- 

sonment  at  Fyzabad,  bonds  for  the  five  thou-  mas  Ali  was  then  engaged  for  a  sum  of  money 

sand  pounds  aforesaid,  and  goods,  estimated,  to  be  raised  for  the  company's  use,  on  the  8e> 

aooordinf  to  the  valuation  of  a  merchant  ap-  curity  of  their  confiscated  lands,  the  restore* 

pointed  to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  of  forty  tion  of  which  could  form  the  only  appareo. 

thousand  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  security  for  a  loan, 
greatly  under  their  value,  were  delivered  to 

the  comnwnding  officer  at  Fyzabad ;  and  the  XLIX. — That  this  remonstrance  produced 

said  commanding  officer  did  promise  to  the  no  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  aforesaid  resident; 

begum  to  visit  Lucknow  with  such  proposals  who  being  about  this  time  removed  from  hii 

as  he  hoped  would  secure  the  $maU  balance  of  residency,  did,  in  a  letter  to  his  suocessour, 

fifteen  thousand  pounds  remaining  of  the  un-  Mr.  Bristow,  dated  2Sd  October,  1782,  in  d^ 

just  exaction  aforesaid.    But  the  said  resident  (bet,  recommend  a  perseverance  in  the  crasi 

Middleloa  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  of  the  *  and  oppressive  restraints  aforesaio,  as  t  em* 
Vol.  ni.— 10. 
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tab  means  of  recoirerbgthe  remaimfor  of  the     of  acknowledging  merit  known  in  India)  tc 
•lUMTtod  bond ;  and  that  the  landf,  with  which     the  said  ministersi  in  testimony  of  his  appro- 
ihe  princesses  aforesaid  had  been  endowed,     bation  of  their  late  services, 
tfaonld  not  be  restored  to  them. 

LII.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only 

L.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  give  the  aforesaid  public  encouragement  to  the 
dnly  apprized  ofall  the  material  circumstances  ministers  of  the  nabob  to  betray  and  insuU 
IB  the  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid ;  but  did  their  master  and  his  family,  in  the  manner 
Bothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to  aforesaid,  bat  when  the  said  nabob  did  write 
prerent,  relieve,  or  mitigate,  the  sufferings  of  several  letters  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  eoE* 
the  parties  affected  by  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  pressive  of  his  dislike  of  being  used  as  an  i]> 
he  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  January,  1782,  strument  in  the  dishonourable  acts  aforesaid, 
to  the  resident  Middleton,  declare,  that  the  and  refusing  to  bo  further  concerned  therein, 
nabobhavingconsented  to  the  *<  resumption  of  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  not  only 
the  jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the  suppren  and  hide  the  said  letters  from  the 
confiscation  of  their  treasures,  and  thereby  in-  view  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  in  his  in- 
volved my  own  name,  and  tlie  credit  of  the  structions  to  the  resident  Bristow,  did  attri- 
oompany  in  a  participation  of  both  measures,  bute  them  to  Hyder  Beg  KMn,  minister  to  the 
I  have  a  right  to  re^utre  cmdituiHonthe  com^  nabob,  (whom  in  other  respects  he  did  before, 
p/ete  tjceeution  of  them ;  and  I  look  to  you  for  and  ever  since,  support  against  his  master,) 
their  execution,  declaring,  that  I  shall  hold  and  did  express  himself  with  great  scorn  and 
you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  oonten^>t  of  the  said  nabob,  and  with  much  as- 
ne  did  write  to  the  nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  parity  against  the  said  minister ;  affirming,  in 
peremptory  manner ;  but  the  said  letter  has '  prood  and  insolent  terms,  that  he  had,  '*  by  an 
been  suppressed.  abuse  of  his  influence  over  the  nabob,  he,  the 

nabob  himself,  being  {om  he  ever  must  be  in  the 

LI. — That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  fbrther  kande  of  »<nne  peraon)  a  mere  cipher  in  hie  {the 

did  manifest  the  concern  he  took  in,  and  the  said  minieler't)  hande,  dared  to  make  him  (the 

encouragement  which  he  gave  to,  the  proce^xl-  nabob)  aeeume  a  very  un^eDomM^  tone  of  re* 

ings  aforesaid,  by  conferring  honours  and  dis-  fusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  in  opposition 

tinctions  upon  the  ministers  of  the  nabob,  to  meoiures  recommended  by  M£7,  and  even 

whom  be,  the  nabob,  did  consider  as  having  in  to  oete  done  by  MY  (uUhority  ,**'  the  said  Hast- 

the  said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and  bo-  ings,  in  the  instruction  aforesaid,  particularize 

trayed  him,  and  as  instruments  in  the  disho-  tng  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the 

Hour  of  his  family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his  confiscation  of  the  treasures  that  had  been  no 

authority.— That  the  said  ministers  did  make  long  suffered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  (the 

addresses  to  the  said  Hastings  for  that  pur-  nabob's)  mother.    But  the  letters  of  the  na- 

pose  (which  addresses  the  said  Hastings  hath  bob,  wtuch  in  the  said  instructions  he  refers 

suppressed) ;  and  the  resident  Middleton  did,  to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  measures 

with  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  February,  1782,  recommended  by  him,  and  which  he  asserts 

transmit  the  same ;  and  did,  in  the  said  letter,  was  conveyed  in  a  very  unbecoming  tone  of 

acquaint  the  said  Hastings,  "  that  the  minis-  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  he  the  said 

tors  of  the  nabob  had  incurred  much  odium  on  Hastings  hath  criminally  withheki  from  the 

account  of  their  participation  in  his  measures,  company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  hia 

and  that  they  were  not  only  considered  by  the  duty ;  and  the  more,  as  the  said  letters  must 

party  of  the  dispossessed  jaghiredars,  and  the  tend  to  show  in  what  manner  the  said  nabok 

mother  and  uncle  of  the  nabob,  but  by  the  no-  did  feel  the  indignities  offered  to  hu  mother^ 

hob  himeelf  as  the  dependante  of  the  Snglidt  and  the  mannor  in  which  the  said  ministers, 

gmwntnenty  which  they  eerttunly  are,  and  it  ie  notwithstanding  their  known  dependence  on 

by  Ue  deelared  and  most  obvioue  eupport  alone^  the  English  government,  did  express  their 

that  they  can  maintain  the  authority  and  influ-  sense  of  the  part  which  their  sovereign  was 

aacs  which  is  indispensably  necessary."    And  compelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgraceful  mea* 

the  said  Middleton  did  therefore  recommend,  sures.    And  in  further  instructions  to  him  the 

"  that  they  should  be  honoured  with  some  tes-  said  new  resident,  he  did  declare  his  approba* 

timony  of  his  (tho  said  Hastings's)  approba-  tion  of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his 

lion  and  favour.'*    And  he,  the  said  Warren  resolution  of  compelling  the  nabob  to  those 

Hastings,  did  send  kellauts,  or  robes  of  ho-  rigorous  proceedings  against  his  parent,  from 

(the  most  public  and  distinguished  mode  •  which  he  had  long  shown  himself  so  Tsrv 
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AfWM,  in  the  ibllowing  words :  "  the  severi-  bayo  any  directions  to  give  me  concerning  k. 

dee  which  have  been  increased  towards  (he  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  I  sent  for  XiO- 

bsfimis,  were  most  justly  merited,  by  the  ad*  tafit  Ali  Kh4n,  the  cojah,  who  has  the  charge 

vantage  which  they  took  of  the  troubles  in  of  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well  ground- 

which  I  was  personally  involved  last  year,  to  ed,  that  they  have  aold  evert/  thing  they  hadf 

create  a  rebellion  in  the  nabob's  government,  even  to  the  clothes  from  their  backs,  and  now 

and  to  complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  have  no  meant  9  'tubtiMtingJ* 
was  impending  on  ours."    ''  If  it  is  the  na« 

bob%  desire  to  (brget  and  to  forgive  their  past  LIV. — That  the  distresses  of  the  said  wu- 
I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  men  grew  so  urgent  on  the  night  of  the  said  6th 
,  in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  of  March,  the  day  when  the  letter  above  recil- 
;  but  if  he  shall  ever  qffler  to  restore  ed  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard  Jaquai 
jaghires  to  them,  or  to  give  them  any  pro-  aforesaid  did  think  it  necessary  to  write  again, 
in  land,  after  the  warning  which  they  on  the  day  following,  to  the  British  resident, 
hKW  given  him  by  the  dangerous  abuse  whidi  in  the  following  woitils :  "  I  beg  leave  to  ad- 
thay  Ibrmerly  madd  of  hu  indulgence,  yon  dress  you  again  concerning  the  women  in  the 
HHist  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms  against  Khord  Mohul,  [the  lesser  palace.]  Their  be- 
jK  ;  yen  muM  noi  permit  such  an  event  to  take  haviour  last  night  was  so  furious,  that  there 
jrfnet,  until  this  government  shall  have  receiv-  seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their  pro- 
ad  information  of  it,  and  shall  havo  had  time  ceeding  to  the  uttermost  extremities,  and  that 
to  inlMpoee  its  influence  for  the  prevention  of  they  would  either  throw  themselves  from  tkt 
it."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did,  wailSf  or  force  open  the  doors  of  the  senanak, 
na  the  manner  aforesaid,  positively  refuse  to  1  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the 
't  the  nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from  La- 
'  er,  any  part  of  their  landed  estates  tafit  Ally  Khdn,  that  they  are  in  a  starving 
tlieir  maintenance,  did  well  know  that  the  condition,  having  soUL  all  their  clothes  and  ns- 
of  the  said  nabob  were  at  that  tame  cessaries,  qnd  now  have  not  wherewithal  to  smk 
00  fiu"  applied  to  the.  demands  of  the  company,  port  nature ;  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aggravated  silent  on  this  head,  I  should  be  glad  to  Imow 
the  whole  of  what  they  did  produce,)  how  to  proceed  in  case  they  were  to  force  the 
otherwise  so  &r  applied  to  the  pur-  doors  of  the  zenanah,  as  I  suspect  it  will  hap- 
of  several  of  the  servants  of  the  company  pen,  should  no  subsi»tenoe  be  very  quickly  sent 
oCfaars,  the  dependants  of  him  the  said  to  them.'' 
that  none  of  the  pensions  or  allow- 
astigned  by  the  said  nabob,  in  lieu  of  LV . — That  in  consequence  of  these  reup- 
flw  nnid  estates  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  sentations,  it  appears  that  the  said  resideb, 
likely  to  be  discharged  with  that  punctuality,  Richard  Johnson,  did  promise  that  an  appU- 
was  neoeesary  even  to  the  scanty  sub-  cation  should  be  made  to  certain  of  the  ser^ 
of  the  persons,  to  which  they  were  in  vants  of  the  nabob  vizier,  to  provide  for  their 
and  appearance  applied.    For,  sobsistence. 

UU.— That,  so  early  as  the  6th  of  March,  LVI. — That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved 

17tt*  Captain  Leoniard  Jaques,  who  com*  from  the  duty  of  imprisoning  the  women  of 

—— '''•^  the  forces  on  duty  for  the  purpose  of  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  Oude, 

dietresstng  the  several  women  in  tlie  palaces  an  ally  of  the  company,  who  dwelt  in  the  said 

nt  Fyiabad,  did  complain  to  the  resident,  Ri*  lesser  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin  being  ap- 

cbard  Johnson,  in  the  following  words  :  "  The  pointed  to  succeed,  the  same  malicious  design 

(belonging  to  the  Khord  Mohul  (or  less-  of  destroying  the  said  women,  or  the  same 

pnlaoe)  complain  of  their  being  in  want  of  scandalous  neglect  of  their  preservation  and 

lary  of  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  subsistence,  did  still  continue ;  and  Major  Gil- 

le  that  dssperation,  that  they  at  night  get  on  pin  found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  new  re- 

the  lap  of  the  zenanah,  make  a  great  disturb-  sident,  Bristow,  in  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  Oc- 

nnee^  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the  sen-  tober,  178S,  as  follows : 
tinels  posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at 

them ;  they  threaten  to  throw  themselves  from  LVII. — "Sir, — Last  night,    about  ei^t 

t]M  walls  cif  the  zenanah,  and  also  to  break  out  o'clock,  the  women  in  the  khord  mohul  [leaser 

of  it.    Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apartment]  an- 

tf  this  natter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  jou  der  the  charae  of  Latafut  Ally  Kb&i^ 
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bled  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  aymg  tna  ter  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  the  ladies  of  the  palaot 

most  lament(Me  manner  for  fowif  thai  for  tJu  aforesaid  fell  again  into  extreme  distress  ;  and 

Uut  four  day*  they  had  got  InU  a  very  ecasdy  the  resident  did  again  complain  to  the  said 

aUowance^  and  that  yt^erday  they  had  got  minister,  who  was  considered  to  be,  and  reaUjr 

n&ne.  and  substantially  was,  the  mmister  of  the  go- 

yemour^general  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid, 

LVIII.-^"  The  melaneholy  erite  of  famine  and  not  of  the  nabob,  (the  said  nabob  being, 

are  more  eaeUy  imagined  than  deecribed ;  and  according  to  the  said  Hastings's  own  accoont, 

from  their  representation,  I  fear  the  nahob's  '*  a  cipher  in  his  [the  said  minister's]  hands,") 

agents  for  that  business  are  very  inattentive ;  that  the  funds  allowed  for  their  subsistcnot 

I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  ao-  were  not  applied  for  their  support.     But  noU 

quainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excel-  withstanding  all  these  repeated  complaints  aad 

loncy  the  nabob  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  remonstrances,  and  the  constant  promise  of 

more  circumspect  in  their  conduct  towards  amendment  on  the  part  of  his,  the  said  Hast- 

these  poor  unhappy  women.**  ings's  minister,  the  supply  was  not  more  pleM> 

tiful  or  more  regular  than  before. 

LIX. — That,  although  the  resident  Bris- 

tow  did  not  then  think  himself  authorized  to  LXIII.— That  the  said  resident  Bristow, 

remove  the  gtiard,  he  did  apply  to  the  minister  finding,  by  experience,  the  inefficacy  (^  the 

of  the  nabob,  who  did  promise  some  relief  to  courses  which  had  been  pursued  with  regard  to 

the  women  of  the  late  nabob,  confined  in  the  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigning 

lesser  palace ;  but  apprehending,  with  reason,  prince  of  Oude,  and  having  received  a  report 

that  the  minister  aforesaid  might  not  be  more  fi'om  Major  Gilpin,  informing  him  that  all 

ready  or  active  in  making  the  necessary  pro-  which  could  be  done  by  force,  had  been  done; 

vision  for  them  than  on  former  occasions,  he  and  that  the  only  hope  which  remained,  for 

did  render  himself  personally  responsible  to  realizing  the  remainder  of  the  money  unjust!^ 

Major  Gilpin  for  the  repayment  of  any  sum  exacted  as  aforesaid,  lay  in  more  lenient  m»* 

equal  to  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  which  thods ;  he,  the  said  resident,  did,  of  his  own 

he  might  procure  for  the  subsistence  of  the  suf-  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  guard  from 

ferers.    But  whatever  relief  was  given  (the  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and  much 

amount  thereof  not  appearing)  the  same  was  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and 

soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of  persons  to  other  material  services ;  and  did  release  the 

be  maintained  in  the  said  lesser  palace  being  said  ministers  of  the  said  women  of  rank,  who 

eight  hundred  women,  the  women  of  the  late  had  been  confined  and  put  in  irons,  and  vari- 

sfrereign,  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  several  of  the  ously  distressed  and  persecuted,  as  afore-t»- 

younger  children  of  the  said  sovereign  prince,  dted,  for  near  twelve  months, 
besides  their  attendants.  Major  Gilpin  was 

obliged,  on  the  15th  of  November  following,  LXIV.— That  the  manner  in  which  the 

again  to  address  the  resident  by  a  representa-  said  inhuman  acts  of  rapacity  and  violeooe 

tion  of  this  tenour :  "  Sir,  the  repeated  cries  were  felt  both  by  the  women  of  high  rank  oon> 

of  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohui  Zenanah  cemed,  and  by  all  the  people,  strongly  appean 

for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy.  in  the  joy  expressed  on  their  release,  whidi 

took  place  on  the  6th  of  December,  1782 ;  and 

LX.—- '*  TTiey  beg  most  piteouelyfor  liberty^  is  stated,  in  two  letters  of  that  date  from  Ma- 

that  they  may  earn  their  daily  bread  by  labori'  jor  Gilpin  to  the  resident,  in  the  words  lol- 

OH8  eervitudef  or  to  be  relieved  from  thdr  misery  lowing : 
by  immediate  decUh, 

LXV.— "I  have  to  acknowledge  the  ra- 

LXI. — "  In  consequence  of  their  unhappy  ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Sd  instant,  and  ii 

situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  consequence  immediately  enlarged  the  prises* 

drawing  on  you  in  favour  of  Ramnaraln,  at  era  Behar  Ally  Khftn  and  Jewar  Ally  KTAa 

ten  days  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  rupees,  from  their  confinement ;  a  circumstance  dat 

ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Gojah  gave  the  begUms,  and  the  city  of  Fyzabad  in 

Latafut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whose  charge  Uiat  general,  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
venanah  is." 

LXVI.— "  In  tears  of  joy,    Behar  aad 

LXII. — That,  notwithstanding  all  the  pro-  Jewar  Ally  KtAn  expressed  their  sincere  ae- 

vises  and  reiterated  engagements  of  the  minis-  knowledgments  to  the  govemour*^ener«I,  hi 
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ll«Bej  th«  nabob  vizier,  and  to  yoa,  sir,  tbe  vizier  to  enforce  the  moet  ^tctual 

(or  restoring  them  to  that  invaluable  blessing,  for  that  purpose."    And  the  resident  did,  ia 

ibertj«  for  which  they  would  ever  retain  the  his  answer  to  the  board,  dated  31  st  March, 

nost  grateful  remembrance ;  and,  at  their  re-  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order,  again  detail 

luest,  I  transmit  you  the  enclosed  letters.  the  particulars  aforesaid  to  the  said  Warrea 

Hastings,  referring  him  to  his  former  correa* 

LXVU.^"  I  wish  you  had  been  present  pondence,  stating  the  utter  impossibility  ol 

at  the  enlargenaent  of  the  prisoners.    The  qui-  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning 

Teriag  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy  stealing  down  certain  other  disgraceful  and  oppressive  cir- 

the  poor  men*s  cheeks,  was  a  scene  Uuly  af-  cumstances ;  and  in  particuUr,  that  the  coo^ 

SMtifif .  pany  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of  tbt 

reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  — ^ 

LXVIII.— "  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  beasts  of  carriage,  receive  a  value  in  the  least 

■Bca  will  avail,  you  will,  at  the  last  taump  !  equal  to  the  loss  she  suffered;  the  elephanla 

be  translated  to  the  happiest  regions  in  bea-  having  no  buyer  but  the  nabob,  and  the  dothea, 

ren.'*  which  had  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton  at 

a  valuation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  wer«  to 
L XIX .-^ And  the  resident  Br istow,  know*  damaged  by  ill  keeping  in  warehouses,  that 
iaf  bow  acceptable  the  said  proceeding  would  they  could  not  be  sold,  even  for  six  montbt 
be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude,  and  the  neigh-  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight  thousand 
oouring  independent  countries,  did  generously  pounds ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article 
mad  politically  (though  not  truly)  in  his  letter  was  incurred  of  twenty-two  thousand  pounds 
CO  the  princess  mother  attribute  the  said  relief  out  of  the  Gfty ,  for  the  recovery  of  which  (sop* 
firen  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  minis-  posing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorom 
t«rs,  to  the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hast^  means  had  been  employed,  after  having  actift- 
inf*,  agreeably  to  whose  orders  he  pretended  ally  received  upwards  of  five  hundred  thovMaad 
to  act ;  asserting  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  pounds  in  value  to  the  company,  and  extorted 
*'  wms  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  reslor-  much  more  in  loss  to  the  suffering  individuals. 
ed  to  her  dignity  and  consequence."  4lA.nd  the  And  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted 
aoeount  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  was  regu-  with  the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hast* 
larlj  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to 
on  tbe  90lh  of  December,  1782,  with  the  rea-  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the  letter  to 
eooB  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  the  govemour-general  and  council,  did,  on  tbs 
report  of  the  officer  concerning  the  inutility  of  same  day,  write  another  letter  to  kan  partiem' 
fiirtber  force,  attended  with  sundry  documents  larly^  in  which  he  did  urge  several  arguments, 
""ftm^f^'^g  the  famishing,  and  other  treatment,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which  to  the  said 
of  tbe  wooMn  and  children  of  the  late  sove-  Hastings,  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this 
reign ;  but  the  same  appear  to  have  made  no  nation,  and  on  the  christian  religion  therein 
proper  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  said  professed ;  viz.  ^'  that  he  had  experienced  great 
Warren  Hastings ;  for  no  answer  whatsoever  embarrassment  in  treating  with  her,  [the  mo- 
was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  Sd  of  ther  of  the  reigning  prince,]  for,  as  the  mother 
March,  1783,  when  the  said  Hastings,  writing  of  the  vizier,  the  people  look  up  to  her  with 
in  his  own  character  and  that  of  the  council,  great  respect ;  and  any  hard  measures,  prao* 
did  entirely  pass  by  all  the  circumstances  b»-  tised  against  women  of  her  high  rank,  create 
Cire  recited,  but  iai  give  directions  for  the  re-  discontent,  and  affect  our  national  character." 
newal  ef  SMasures  of  the  like  nature  and  t«i-  And  the  said  resident,  afVer  condemning,  varj 
deocy  with  those,  which  (for  several  of  the  last  unjustly,  her  conduct,  added,  "  still  she  is  the 
aaooths  at  least  of  the  said  proceeding)  had  mother  of  the  prince  of  the  country,  and  tbt 
ieeo  eaaployed  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  religious  prejudices  of  muatulmen  prevail  too 
interest,  and  with  so  much  injury  to  tLe  repu-  strongly  in  their  minds  to  forget  her  situation, 
taiioa,  of  tbe  ccmipany,  his  masters,  in  whose 


I  be  acted ;  expressing  himself  in  the  said        LXX. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
Utter  ef  the  Sd  of  March,  1783,  as  follows :     did  not  make  any  answer  to  tbe  said  letter. 


**  We  dssire  you  will  inform  us  what  means     But  the  mother  of  the  prince  aforesaid,  as  well 
hav»-becn  uken  for  recovering  the  balance     as  the  mother  of  his  father,  being,  in 


[the  pretended  balance  of  the  extorted  money]  quence  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  directions, 
due  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at  Fjrzabad;  incessantly  and  nidely  pressed  by  their  do> 
ind*  if  nscsssarj,  you  must  reeoounend  it  to    scendant,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  to  pay 
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to  tlw  l&Jt  farthiDg  of  the  denMLod,  they  did  son  appointed  to  convey  intelligenoe  to  him 

kolh  positiyely  refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following  particulars, 

pvtended  balances  aforesaid,  until  their  land-  highly  disgraceful  to  the  honour,  jdsticey  and 

ed  estates  were  restored  to  them  *;  on  the  secu-  humanity  of  this  nation : 
ritj  of  which  alone  they  alleged  themselves  to 

be  in  a  condition  to  borrow  any  money,  or  LXXII.— "  The  ladies,  their  attendants 

eren  to  provide  ibr  the  subsistence  of  them-  and  servants,  were  still  as  clamorous  as  last 

selves  and  their  numerous  dependants.    And,  ni^.    Letafut,  the  deroga,  went  to  them  and 

in  order  to  put  some  end  to  these  diflbrenoes,  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of 

IIm  vizier  did  himself,  about  the  beginning  of  their  conduct,  at  the  same  time  aasoring  them, 

August,  178S,  go  to  Fycabad,  and  did  hold  that  in  a  few  days  all  their  allowances  would 

divers  conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did  be  paid ;  and,  should  not  that  be  the  case,  he 

consent  and  engage  to  restore  to  them  their  would  advance  them  ten  days  subsistence,  upon 

landed  estates  dbresaid ;  and  did  issue  an  or-  condition,  that  they  returned  to  their  Inbita- 

der,  that  they  should  be  restored  accordingly :  tion.     None  of  them,  however,  consented  to 

bdt  his  minister  aforesaid,  having  before  his  his  proposals ;  but  were  still  intent  upon  mak- 

eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said  ing  their  escape  through  the  bazar,  [markot- 

Warren  Hastings,  did  persuade  his  master  to  place,]  and  in  consequence  formed  Uiemselves 

dishonour  himself,  in  breaking  his  faith  and  into  a  line,  arranging  themselves  in  the  fol- 

eogagement  with  his  mother  and  the  mother  of  lowing  order :  the  children  in  the  front ;  be- 

his  &ther,  by  first  evading  the  execution,  and  hind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  be- 

tfterwards  totally  revoking  his  said  public  and  hind  them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their 

■olenui  act,  on  pretence  that  he  had  agreed  to  intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  opposition 

Ibe  grant  "  from  shame,  being  in  their  pre-  which  they  met  from  Letafut's  Sepoys. 
Moce,  [the  presence  of  his  mother  and  grand- 

Mother,]  and  that  it  was  'unavoidable  at  the  LXXIII. — '^  The  next  day  Letafut  wem 

dae  ;*'— the  said  minister  declaring  to  him,  twice  to  the  women,  and  used  his  endeavours 

UmU  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he  allowed  them  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenanah,  pro- 

**  money  for  their  necfssiiry  expenses,  and  that  mising  t#  advance  them  10,000  rupees ;  which, 

woald  be  dotn^  enough,*^  upon  the  money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed 

to  comply  with ;  but  night  coming  on,  nothing 
LXXI. — That  the  fkith  given  for  the  re-  transpired, 
•loration  of  their  landed  estates  being  thus  vio- 
lated, and  the  money  for  necessary  expenses  LXXIV. — ^*  On  the  day  following  their 
being  as  ill  supplied  as  before,  the  women  and  clamours  were  more  violent  than  usual.  L»- 
diiklren  of  the  late  sovereign,  &ther  of  the  tafiit  went  to  consult  with  them  on  the  business 
reigning  prince,  continued  exposed  to  frequent  of  yesterday,  oflfering  the  same  terms.  Do- 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life ;  and,  pending  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they 
being  sorely  pressed  by  fiunine,  they  were  consented  to  return  to  their  apartments,  which 
oompelled  to  break  through  all  the  principles  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three  of 
of  local  decorum  and  reserve,  which  constitute  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants.  Le- 
Ibe  dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of  the  tafut  then  went  to  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  to 
world,  and  afler  great  clamour  and  violent  at-  consult  with  him  upon  what  means  they  should 
lempts,  for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclo-  take.  They  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving 
rare  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  them  in  by  force ;  and  gave  orders  to  their 
the  public  market,  in  order  to  move  the  com-  sepoys  to  beat  any  one  of  the  women  who 
passion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their  bread,  should  attempt  to  move  forward.  The  sepoys 
they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  consequently  assembled ;  and,  each  one  being 
tiis  extremity  of  exposing  themselves  to  public  provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them,  by 
▼isw— an  extremity,  implying  the  lowest  state  dint  of  beating,  into  the  zenanah.  The  wo- 
of disgrace  and  degradation ;  to  avoid  which  men,  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafut,  proceed- 
nny  women  in  India  have  laid  violent  hands  ed  to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys, 
upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  but  findhdg 
public  market-place  with  the  starving  children  that  impossible,  from  the  gates  being  shut, 
cf  the  late  sovereign,  and  the  brothers  and  sis-  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones 
lers  of  the  reigning  prince ! — A  minute  ac-  and  bricks  till  about  ten ;  when  finding  their 
eount  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  situation  desperate,  they  retired  into  the  kung 
to  the  British  resident  at  Lucknow  by  the  per-  mohul,  and  forced  their  way  from  thence  into 
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Chapahot,  and  difperaed  thomselres  about  (he  of  the  disturbances.    Tbo  mother  of  Shuja 

boine  and  garden ;  after  this  thej  were  desir^  Dowla  returned  for  answer,  that  after  thmrn 

mu  of  getting  into  the  begmn^s  apartmenti  but  being  no  accounts  kept  of  croree  of  reyenues, 

sIm  being  apprized  of  their  inteution  ordered  she  was  not  surprised,  that  the  &mil j  of  Sbaja 

her  doors  lo  be  shut.    In  the  mean  time,  Le-  Dowla,  in  (heir  endearours  to  procure  a  sub* 

tnfut  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn  posted  sen-  sistonce,  should  be  obliged  to  expose  then* 

tries  lo  secare  the  gates  of  the  lesser  mahal.  selves  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.    After 

During  the  whole  of  this  conflict,  all  the  ladies  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  anid  shedding  ma* 

mad  woaen  remained  exposed  to  the  view  of  ny  tears,  the  begmn  took  her  leave,  and  re* 

tbe  sepoys.   The  begum  then  sent  for  Letaftit  turned  home." 

wmd  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  whom  she  severe-  That  the  said  afi*ecting  narrative  bein^  seat, 

Ij  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon  knowing  with  others  of  the  same  nature,  on  the  29th  of 

die  causes  of  this  in&mous  behaviour.    They  January,  1784,  to  the  said  Warren  Hostingii 

pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  be  did  not  order  any  relief  in  consequence 

helping  itf  as  the  treatment  the  women  had  met  thereof,  or  take  any  sort  of  notice  whatsoever 

with  had  been  conformable  to  his  excellency  of  the  said  intelligence. 
the  viEier*s  orders.    The  begum  alleged,  that 

even  admitting,  that  the  nabob  had  given  those  LXXV. — That  the  court  of  directors  did 

orders,  they  were  by  no  means  authorized  in  express  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  seix- 

this  nanner  to  disgrace  the  fiunily  of  Shuja  ing  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare  to 

Dowla;  and  should  they  not  receive  their  al-  him  the  said  Hastings,  "  that  the  only  conso- 

lowance  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  lation  they  ielt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the 

great  moment :  what  was  passed  was  now  at  amount  of  those  jaghires,  for  u)hieh  the  eom^ 

an  end,  but  that  the  vizier  should  certainly  be  panjf  toere  guarantee*^  is  to  be  paid  thrtmgk 

ergtminted  with  the  whole  of  the  affair,  and  our  reaiderU  at  the  court  qf  the  vizier ;  and  it 

thai  whatever  he  desired  she  should  implicitly  very  materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your 

comply  with.    The  begum  then  soit  for  five  govemour  on  no  account  to  ntffer  »uch  pa^ 

of  tbe  chiUren,  who  were  wounded  in  the  a&  mente  to  be  evaded.**    But  the  said  Warren 

fray  of  last  night,  and,  after  endeavouring  to  Hastings  did  never  make  the  arrangement  sup* 

soothe  them,  ^  sent  again  for  Letafut  and  posed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  actually  made, 

Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  and  in  the  presence  of  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to  pay  them  the 

tike  children  expressed  her  disapprobation  of  amount  of  their  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  pay* 

their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of  Asuf  ment  to  them. 

■1  Dowla*s  suffering  the  ladies  and  children  of  And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  or- 

Sfauja  Dowla  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  dered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  to 

lo  the  view  of  the  rabble.    Upon  which  Leta-  them  their  estates,  in  case  the  charges  made 

fi*t  produced  the  letter  firom  the  nabob,  at  the  upon  them  should  not  be  found  true,  he  the 

same  time  representing,  that  he  was  amenable  said  Hastings  did  contumaciously  and  cruelly 

only  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency,  and  that  decline  any  compliance  with  the  said  orden 

whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to  obey ;  until  his  journey  to  Lucknow,  when  ho  did,  aa 

lad  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  he  says,  "  conformably  to  the  orders  of  the 

retired  into  their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclination 

not  have  used  the  means  he  had  t&ken  to  com-  of  the  nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jag« 

pel  them.    The  begum  again  observed,  that  hires,  but  with  the  defalcation,  according  to 

what  had  happened  was  now  over.    She  then  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion  of  their  re* 

gave  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed  spective  shares ;"  pretending,  without  the  least 

Ihem,  and  sent  word  by  Jumnid  and  the  other  probability,  that  the  said  defalcation  was  a 

suauchs,  that  if  the  ladies  would  peaceably  re-  "  voluntary  concession  on  their  part."    But 

9km  to  their  apartments,  Letafut  would  supply  what  he  has  left  to  them  for  their  support,  or 

with  S  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  persomd  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has  taken 

I,  and  recommended  to  them  not  to  in-  away,  he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of 

any  further  disgrace,  and  that  if  they  did  directors,  whoso  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whoae 

not  think  proper  to  act  agreeably  to  her  direo-  orders  he  has  thus  eluded,  whilst  lie  pretended 

lioos,  they  would  do  wrong.     The  ladies  fol-  to  yield  some  obedience  to  them. 
lowed  her  advice,  and  aSvit  ten  at  night  went 

back  into  the  senanah.     The  next  morning  LXXVI.— That  the  said  Warren  HaaU 

the  begum  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shuja  ings  having  made  a  malicious,  and  ill-ea^ 

Oowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circumstances  ported  charge,  backed  by  certain  unsatis&elOiy 
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affidRTiti,  u  a  ground  for  hit  seizing  on  the  fere,  on  principke  of  nauiml  jotticei  to  haro 

jaghiref ,  and  the  treasures  of  the  vizier's  mo-  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  of  his 

thn,  solemnly  guarantied  to  them ;  the  court  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  even 

q€  directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  of  for  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  for  the  satis- 

February ,  1 783,  express  themselves  as  follows  &ction  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  take  a  strong 

concerning  that  measure ;— "  which  the  go-  part  in  the  said  inquiry,  did  set  himself  in  op- 

vemour-general  (he  the  said  Warren  Hast-  position  to  the  same,  and  did  carry  with  him 

ings)  in  his  letter  to  your  board  the  83d  Janu-  a  majority  of  council  against  the  said  inquiry 

ary,  1782,  has  declared  k$  ttrtnmauaijf  eneem-  into  the  justice  of  the  cause,  or  any  propoai- 

raged  and  supported  ,*  we  hope  and  trust,  for  tion  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers ;  asserting, 

the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  mea-  "  that  the  reasons  of  the  court  of  directors,  if 

sure  appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all  transmitted  with  the  orders  for  the  inquiry, 

Hindostan.     The  govemour-general  has  in-  will  prove  in  effect  an  order  for  collecting  evi- 

formed  us,  that  it  can  bo  well  attested,  that  the  dence  to  1^  justification  and  aequiUal  of  the 

begums  (the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  bogumSf  and  not  for  the  investigation  of  the 

nabob  aforesaid)  prineipaliy  excited  and  sup-  truth  of  the  duvrges  which  have  been  preferred 

ported  the  late  commotions ;  and  that  they  car-  against  themJ"   That  Mr.  Stables  did  not  pro- 

ried  their  inveteracy  to  the  English  nation  so  pose,  (as  in  the  said  Hastings's  minute   is 

far,  as  to  aim  at  our  utter  e^r/tipa/iofi.''— And  groundlessly  supposed,)  that  the  reasons  of 

the  court  of  directors  did  fijrther  declare  as  fol-  the  court  of  directors  should  be  transmitted 

lows : — "  that  it  no  where  appears  from  the  with  the  orders  for  an  inquiry.     But  the  ap- 

papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  ihey  prdieosion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  the 

(the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  of  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed  did 

Oude)  excited  any  commotions  previous  to  the  strongly  indicate  his  sense  of  his  own  guilt, 

imprisonment  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  only  and  the  innocence  of  the  parties  accused  by 

armed  themselves  in  consequence  of  that  trans-  him ;  and  if,  by  his  construction,  Mr.  Sta- 

action  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  such  a  conduct  bles's  minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  merely 

proceeded  from  motives  of  self-defence,  under  for  the  justification  of  the  parties  by  him  ac- 

an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might  cused,  (which  construction  the  motion  did  not 

likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  cootri-  bear,)  it  was  no  more  than  what  the  obvious 

butions." — And  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  rules  of  justice  wobld  well  support :  his  own 

giving  their  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  proceedings  having  been  ear  pearte  ;  he  having 

jaghires,  or  for  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  take  affidavits 

through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for  against  the  women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  not 

the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part, 

condition,  that  it  should  appear  from  inquiry,  but  without  any  communication  to  them  of  his 

that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  practices  practice  and  proceedings  against  then! ;  and 

charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings.   Mr.  equity  did  at  least  require,  that  they,  with  his 

Stables,  one  of  the  council-general,  did,  in  eze-  ovrn  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordinates  of  his 

cation  of  the  said  conditional  order,  propose  own  government,  should  be  allowed  a  public 

an  inquiry,  leading  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  inquiry  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  heavy  o£> 

condition,  and  did  enter  a  minute  as  follows :  fences,  with  which  they  had  been  by  him  dan- 

**  that  the  court  of  directors,  by  their  letters  of  destinely  charged, 
the  14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not  to  be  sar 

tisfied,  that  the  disaffection  of  the  begums  to        LXXVIT. — That  he,  the  said  Hastings, 

this  government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  in  order  to  effectually  stifle  the  said  inquiry, 

evidence  before  them ;  I  therefore  think,  that  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  assert- 

the  late  and  present  resident,  and  commanding  ing,  that  the  said  inquiry-would  be  productive 

officer  in  the  vizier's  country  at  the  time,  "of  evils  greater  than  any  which  have  already 

should  be  called  on  to  collect  what  further  in-  taken  place,  and  ichieh  time  has  almost  obUte* 

formation  they  can  on  this  subject,  in  which  rated  f*  as  also  the  following — "  If  I  am  right- 

tbe  honour  and  dignity  of  this  government  is  ly  informed,  the  nabob  vizier  and  the  begums 

so  materially  concerned ;  and  that  such  infor-  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good- will.     It  would 

raation  may  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di-  ill  become  this  government  to  intmpose  its 

rectors."    And  he  did  further  propose  heads  influence  by  any  act  which  might  lend  to  re* 

and  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  vive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  ooca- 

ezpressed  by  the  court  of  directors.    But  the  sion  would  be  sufficient  to  tfPixt  it.     Thej 

said  Warren  Hastings,  who  ought,  long  be-  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  declaratioB* 
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^itielum  Um  jadgnMOt  of  the  company  in  also  seniiblej  that  the  restoration  of  her  landed 

ibeirtavour,  demand  a  roparation  of  the  acts,  estatesi    recommended  by  the  court  of  di- 

which  they  will  construe  wrongs,  with  such  a  rectors,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on 

senlonce  warranting  that  construction,  and  the  mind  of  the  said  son,  as  i!  was  <'  with  aU 

eitftMr  accept  the  invitation,  to  the  proclaim-  most  unconquerable  reluctance  he  had  been 

•d  scandal  of  the  nabob  vizier,  which  will  mot  persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them."    And  at 

add  t»  Ike  endit  of  our  govtrnment ;  or  remain  the  time  of  his  submitting  to  become  an  in- 

in  his  doounions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  strument  in  this  injustice,  did  "  declare"  both 

to  add  to  his  vexations,  and  the  disorders  of  to  the  resident  and  his  ministers,  that  it  wig 

thm  eountry,  by  continual  intrigues  and  sedi-  an  act  of  compulsion." 
tioas.     Enough  already  exists  to  affect  his 

p— CB  and  the  quiet  of  his  people.    If  we  can-  LXXIX. — That  the  said  Hastings  faw 

■ot  beal,  let  us  not  inflame,  the  wounds,  which  ther,  by  insinuating,  that  the  women  in  quet* 

kmvo  6«0i  ifi4ieled."—- '*  If  the  begums  think  tion  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a /or* 

tfaexBoelves  aggrieved  to  such  a  degree  as  to  eign  Juri$dietion  against  a  son  and  grandson, 

juatify  them  m  an  tqppeal  to  a  foreign  jtuio-  could  not  forget,  that  he  himself,  being  that 

;  to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  stand-  foreign  jurisdiction  (if  any  jurisdiction  thera 

in  the  relaticm  of  son  and  grandson  to  was)  did  himself  direct  vui  order  the  inju- 

;  le  apptal  to  tht  ju$tic€  of  thoUy  ycho  ries  ;  did  himself  urge  the  calumnies ;  and  did 

hotn  tkt  abdtors  and  imtruinenU  ofthebr  himself  cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the 

tonm^s,  let  us  at  least  permit  them  unsatisfactory  evidence,  by  which  the  women 

to  Iw  tiM  judges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  pro-  in  question  had  suffisred;  and  that  it  was 

Icr  their  complaints,  before  we  offer  to  re-  against  him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against 

tk^eaatbem.    They  will  not  need  to  be  prompt-  their  son,  that  they  had  reason  to  appeal. 

•d.    I  Im^  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  sim-  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  inquiry  was  moved 

plicitj  of  official  language  in  saying,  the  ma-  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer,  or  ap* 

j«0ty  of  justice  ought  to  be  approached  with  peal,  of  the  sufferers,  but  upon  the  ill  impres- 

■olicatsUion,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  invite  sitn,  which  the  said  Hastings's  own  conduct, 

iiy  Moch  leas  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and 

oT  svTOSigs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  on  his  own  evidence  in  support  of  it,  had 

this  denunciation  of  punishments  before  trial,  made  on  the  court  of  directors,  who  were  his 

uad  «Tcn  before  accusation."  lawful  masters,  and  not  suitors  in  his  court. 

And  his  arrogating  to  himself  and  bis  col- 
LXXYIU.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  leagues  to  be  a  tribiuial,  and  a  tribunal,  not 
isga,  in  attempting  to  pass  an  act  of  indem-  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice,  but  of  refus- 
nitj  fior  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  ing  inquiry,  was  an  high  offence  and  misde- 
cbe  anflerings  of  others,  supposing,  the  lat-  meanour  (particularly  as  the  due  obedience  to 
Imost  MiUeraUd  by  time,  did  not  only  the  company's  orders  was  eluded  on  the  inso- 
nnd  insult  over  the  sufferings  of  the  aU  lent  pretence,  "  that  the  majesty  of  justice 
of  the  company,  but  did  show  an  indecont  ought  to  be  approached  with  solicitation,  and 
of  the  understandings  of  the  court  of  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion 
dinetors;  because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  of  wrongs  and  the  promise  of  redress,")  in  a 
property  and  liberty  of  the  mother  and  grand-  govemour,  whose  business  it  is,  even  of  him* 
■Mther  of  the  ally  aforesaid  had  not  their  first  self,  and  unsolicited,  not  only  to  promise,  hot 
Kunnnnrfinfflit  much  above  two  years  before  to  sfford,  redress  to  all  those  who  should  8uf> 
that  time,  and  had  been  continued,  without  fer  under  the  power  of  the  company,  even  il 
abetemsnt  or  relaxation  on   his  part,  to  the  their  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the 
▼ery  tiaw  of  his  minute ;  the  nabob  having,  imbecility  of  their  sex,  or  the  fear  of  irritat* 
bj  the  instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings  s  ing  persons  in  rank  and  station,  should  pre- 
instnonent  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  not  two  months  vent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  solidtap 
bsfcre  the  date  of  the  consultation,  been  oblig-  tion. 
ed  a  second  time  to  break  his  fiiith  with  re- 
lation to  the  esutes  of  his  mother  in  the  man-  LXXX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga, 
nsrbarein  before  recited.    And  the  said  Hast-  at  the  time  when  he  pretended  ignorance  of 
did  not,  and  oould  not,  conceive  that  the  all  solicitation  for  justice  on  the  part  of  the 


dsnring  the  mother  could  revive  any  animo-     women  aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  re* 

■ity  Wncsi  het  and  her  son,  by  whom  she  ne-     fuse  the  inquiry  moved  by  his  colleague,  Blr 

nr  had  been  acnised.  The  said  Hastings  waa    Stables,  had  in  all  probability  received  fron 
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the  resident  Middleton,  or  if  be  had  BMde  Uw  had  with  Mirza  Sfanfiee  Cawn,  he  inlvodiioad 

■lifbteet  inquiry  from  the  eaad  Middleton,  a  eubject  respectin|r  the  nabob  Tizier,  which, 

tb«i  at  Calcutta,  might  immediatdj  receive,  bowerer  it  may  be  disagreeable  fer  yoa  to 

an  aocouDt  that,  they  did  aetuaify  woHdt  the  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to  communi- 

•aid  resident,  through  Major  Gilpin,  (or  ro-  cate,  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  laying  before 

dress  against  his  tlM  said  Hastings^s  calum-  you.    He  told  me  be  had  received  information 

nious  accusation,  and  the  false  testimony  by  from  Ludoaow,  that,  by  the  advice  of  Hyder 

whidi  it  was  supported  ;  and  did  send  thie  Beg  Cawn,  the  rizier  h»A  determined  to  bring 

same  complaint  to  the  resident  Middlefon,  by  his  grandmother,  the  widow  of  Sofiar  Jung, 

the  said  Gilpin,  to  be  transmittediohim  the  said  from  Fyzabad  to  Lucknow,  withaviewofget* 

Hastings  and  the  council  so  early  as  the  19th  ting  a  frirtber  sum  of  money  from  her,  by 

of  Octc^r,  1782 :  and  that  she  the  mother  of  seizing  on  her  etmuchs,  digging  up  the  apart- 

the  nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the  same  to  the  ments  of  her  house  at  Fyzabad,  and  putting 

resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  her  own  person  under  restraint.     This,  he 

and  accompanying  the  same  with  the  copies  said,  he  knew  was  not  an  act  of  our  govern* 

of  letters  (the  originals  of  which  they  asserted  ment,  but  the  mere  advice  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn, 

were  in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend, 

against  them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  let-  He  adde<1.  that  the  5ld  begum  had  resolved 

tera  did  directly  overturn  the  charges  or  in-  rath^  to  put  herself  to  death  than  submit  to 

sinuations  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them ;  and  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon  her ;  that 

that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  if  such  a  circumstance  should  happen,  there  is 

spon  them  and  their  parties  by  the  instigation  mot  o  man  m  Hindmian,  vAo  toiU  attribute  the 

4j€  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  or  by  her  minis-  aettetht  vixier  [iui6o6  qf  Oude^]  but  every  ome 

lers,  they  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon  did  at-  wiU  Jix  the  odium  on  the  Engli^f  who  tnighi 

tribute  their  preservation  to  thorn,  and  to  their  eaaify^  by  the  it^ftuenee  they  so  largely  exer^ 

iervices ;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  ctse  m  their  awn  eoneemt  there^  have  prevented 

gratitude  both  to  the  mother  of  the  nabob  and  such  unnatural  conduct  in  the  rizier.    Ho 

to  her  ministers,  fliUy  acknowledge  the  same.  th«^ore  called  upon  me,  as  the  English  re- 

Which  remonstrance  of  the  mother  of  tha  presoitative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform  you  of 

nabob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step  whidi  will 

Gordon,  are  annexed  to  this  charge  ;  and  the  destroy  all  conBdence  in  the  English  nation 

said  Hastings  is  highly  criminal  for  not  hav-  throughout  Hindostan,  and  excite  Uie  bitterest 

ing  examined  into  the  &cts  alleged  in  the  said  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by  blood  are  con« 

remonstrance.  nected  with  the  house  of  Suflar  Jung.'  *    Ho 

concluded  by  saying  "  that  if  the  vizier  ao 
LXXXI. — That  the  yiolent  proceedings  little  regarded  his  family  and  personal  honour, 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  didf  tend  to  im-  or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  hia 
press  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  some  of  bther's  mother  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him 
whom  were  allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send 
women  of  rank  aforesaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  her  safe  up  to  Delhi,  or  Agra,  and  poor  as  I 
of  the  faith,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British  am,  I  will  ftimish  subsistence  for  her,  which 
nation;  and  accordingly,  on  the  journey  afore-  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour} 
said  made  by  the  nabob  from  Lucknow  to  though  it  cannot  be  adequate  to  her  rank.— 
Fyzabad,  in  which  the  said  nabob  did  restore.  This,  sir,  is  a  most  exact  detail  of  the  oon- 
in  the  manner  before-mentioned,  the  confis-  versation  (as  far  as  related  to  that  affair)  on 
eated  estates  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  the  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn.  On  my 
and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  ap-  part  I  could  only  say,  that  I  imagined  the  aA 
pears,  that  the  said  journey  did  cause  a  general  &ir  was  misrepresented,  and  that  1  should 
alarm  (the  worst  motives  obtaining  the  most  write  as  he  requested.  Let  me  therefore  re- 
easy  credit  with  regard  to  any  future  proceed-  quest  that  you  will  enable  me  to  answer,  in  a 
mg  on  account  of  the  foregone  acts,)  and  more  effectual  manner,  any  ftuther  questions 
excited  great  indignation  among  the  ruling  on  this  subject." 
persons  of  the  adjacent  country ;  insomuch 

that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said  Warren  LXXXII.— **  As  Mirza  Shnffeo's  grand- 
Hastings,  at  the  court  of  the  King  Shaw  Al-  &ther  was  brother  to  Sufdar  Jung,  there  can 
lum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  be  no  doubt  of  what  hb  declaration  meaaa, 
to  Mr.  Bristow,  resident  at  Oiide  as  follows :  and  if  this  measure  of  dismissing  Uie  old  be- 
— '<  the  evening,  of  the  7tb,  a  a  conference  I  gam  should  be  persisted  in,  I  should  not,  fton 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINQS.  157 

llM  itato  ef  t£fkirs,  and  the  character  of  the  self  an  accuser  of  the  resident  Middleton,  for 

Aaair  of  Omrah,  be  aurprized  at  tome  inime-  the  want  of  a  literal  execution  of  his  orders  in 

dial*  and  Ttolent  resolution  be  adopted  by  him."  the  plans  of  extortion  and  rapine  aforesaid; 

the  criminal  nature,  spirit,  and  tendency,  of  tbt 

LXXXIIf.— That  Mirza  Shuflue,  meiH  said  proceedings,  for  the  defective  execution 

tioned  in  this  correspondence,  (who  has  since  of  which  he  brought  the  said  charge,  appear* 

baca  mufdered)  was  of  near  kindred  to  the  ing  in  the  defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr. 

lady  m  question  (grandmother  to  the  nabob,)  Middleton,  the  resident,  for  bis  temporary 

waa  resident  in  a  province  immediately  ad-  and  short  forbearances. 
joining  to  the  province  of  Oude,  and  from 

pronaaity  of  situation  and  nearness  of  con-  LXXXVI. — *'  It  could  not,  I  flatter  mj> 
■ezion,  was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  self,  be  termed  a  long  or  unwarrantable  delay, 
coooeming  his  female  relations  from  the  best  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of  the  bu- 
aatkority.  siness,  axxi  the  peculiar  embarrassments  at- 
tending the  prosecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end 
LXXXIV.*— That  the  resident  Bristow,  are  considered.    The  nabob  was  son  to  tho 
oo  receiving  this  letter  did  apply  to  tho  said  begum  whom  we  were  to  proceed  against ;  a 
Hjder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  explanation  of  the  son  against  a  mother  must  at  least  save  apptar* 
nabob's  intentions,  who  denied,  that  the  na-  aneea  in  hia  mode  of  proceeding.    The  pro- 
bob  intended  more  than  a  visit  of  duty  and  duce  of  his  negotiation  was  to  bo  received  by 
ccrsoooy ;  which,  whatever  his  dispositions  the  company.    Receiving  a  benefit,  accom- 
■ugbl  have  been,  and  probably  were,  towards  panying  die  nabob,  withdrawing  their  proteo- 
own  mother,  was  not  altogether  probable,  tion,  were  circumstances  sufficient  to  nurk 
it  was  well  known,  that  he  was  on  very  the  JSngUah  a$  the  prine^xU  mover*  in  thit  &tt- 
terms  with  the  mother  of  his  father  ;  and  sanest.    At  a  court,  where  no  opportunity  is 
it  appears,  that  intentions  of  a  similar  nature  lost  to  throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an 
b«d  been  before  manifested  even  with  regard  occasion  was  not  missed  to  persuade  the  nabob, 
to  his  own  mother,  and  therefore  obtained  the  that  we  instigated  him  to  dishonour  his  family 
More  easy  credit  concerning  the  other  women  for  our  benefit.     The  impressions  made  by 
of  high  rank  aforesaid,  especially  as  the  evil  these  suggmtions  constantly  retarded  the  pro- 
dsstgna  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  abund-  gross  and  more  than  once  actually  broke  ott 
aadj  known  ;  and  that  Uie  said  Hastings,  upon  the  business ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  can- 
he  did  wholly  depend,  continued  to  re-  tion  on  my  part  necessary,  especially  as  I 
"  the  most  effectual,  that  is,  the  had  no  assistance  to  expect  f>om  the  ministers , 
▼iolent,  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  business. 
1  reoHuns  of  his  extorted  demand."    But  In  the  east  it  is  well  known  that  no  man, 
ahhoagh  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  resident  either  by  himself  or  his  troops,  can  enter  the 
did  give  credit  to  the  said  report,  yet  the  effect  walls  of  a  zenana,  scarcely  in  the  case  of  act- 
of  the  same  on  the  minds  of  the  neighbouring  ing  against  an  open  enemy,  much  less  of  on 
did  make  it  proper  and  necessary  to  alii/  ,*— on  ally  acting  against  hi*  oum  mother, 
a  strict  inquiry  into  the  same,  which  The  outer  vralls,  and  the  begum's  agents, 
not  done  ;  lind  it  does  not  appear,  that  were  all  that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack; 
any  farther  inquiry  was  made  into  the  true  mo-  they  were  dealt  with,  and  successfully,  as  the 
tivea  for  this  projected  journey  to  Fyzabad,  ev«it  proved." — **  He  had  before  observed  to 
•or  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correspondence,  what 
nIdioQdb  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  true,  "that 
fhUL  aUthe  acts  of  the  nabob  and  his  principal  no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted 
muamten  were  constantly  attributed  to  him  ;  could  be  used  against  females  in  that  country ; 
lad  that  it  was  known,  that  secret  agents,  as  where  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not 
wril  as  the  company's  regular  agent,  were  em-  spared.    That  the  place  of  concealment  was 
ployed  by  himatLucknow  and  other  places,  only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could 

not  be  drawn  out  of  the  women^s  apartments, 

LXXXV.— That  the  said  Hastings,  who  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and  from  which, 

dU,  on  pretence  of  the  Majesty  of  justice,  ro-  if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  thoBi 

Ibse  to  inquire  into  the  charges  made  upon  tho  they  might  escape  ;  and  the  secret  of  the  mo* 

faaale  parents  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  in  justi-  ney  being  known  only  to  them,  it  was  neoaiM 

Cii^tw.>>  of  the  riolence  offered  to  them,  did  sary  to  get  their  persons  into  his  hands,  which 

n^ontai  ily  and  of  his  own  accord  make  him-  could  be  obtained  by  negotiation  only."«-Tbo 
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nsident  concluded  hU  defence  by  declaring  his  After  the  detth  of  Shuja  Dowla,  raoit  of  hia 

**  hope,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  ungrateful  servants  were  constancy  labouring 

was  fulfilled,  ho  should  be  no  longer  held  crimi-  to  gratify  their  enmity ;  but  finding  from  the 

sal  for  a  deviation  irom  the  precise  letter  of  firm  and  sincere  friendship,  which  subsisted 

them."  between  me  and  the  English,  that  the  aooooi- 

plishment  of  their  purposes  was  fiiastrated, 

LXXX  VII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  they  formed  the  design  of  occasioning  a  breach 

ings  did  enter  a  reply  to  this  answer,  in  support  in  that  alliance,  to  insure  their  own  sucoesa« 

01  his  criminal  charge,  continuing  to  insist,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  my  son  Asuf  al 

"  that  his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally  Dowla  had  Ibrmerly  threatened  to  seize  my 

obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  ja^ire  :  but  upon  producing  the  treaty  signed 

above  difficulties  occurred,  and  the  above  con*  by  you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr.  Middleton,  be 

sequences  must  have  beien  the  result ;  and  interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  evil, 

though  the  reports  of  the  military  officers  —The  conspiration  now  framed  an  accusation 

charged  with  the  execution  of  his  commission,  against  me  of  a  conduct,  which  I  had  never 

confirmed  the  moral  impossibility,  as  well  as  conceived  even  in  idea,  of  rendering  assist* 

inutility  in  point  of  profit,  of  Ibrcing  a  son  to  ance  to  Rigah  Cbeit  Sing.     The  particulars 

greater  violence  aiid  rigour  against  hii  mother,  are  as  follow :— >My  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla  and 

his  ministers  with  troops  and  a  train  of  ar- 

LXXXVIII. — That  the  said  Hastings,  tiUery,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Middleton,  on 
after  all  the  acts  aforesaid,  did  presume  to  de-  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohurum,  arrived 
clare  on  record,  in  his  minute  of  the  S3d  Sep-  at  Fyzabad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore  of 
tember,  1783,  that  whatever  may  happen  of  the  rupees.— As  my  inability  to  pay  to  vast  a 
events,  which  he  dreads,  in  the  train  of  af-  sum  was  manifest,  I  produced  the  treaty  yon 
fiurs  now  subsisting,  he  shall  at  least  receive  signed  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  effect ;  their 
this  consolation  under  them,  that  he  used  his  hearts  were  determined  upon  violence.  I  ol^ 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  them  ;  and  that  ferred  my  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla,  whose  will  is 
in  the  annals  of  the  nations  of  India,  which  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even  life 
have  been  subjected  to  the  British  dominions,  itself,  whatever  money  and  goods  1  was  poe- 
HE  shall  not  be  remembered  among  their  op-  sessed  of;  but  an  amicable  adjustment  seem- 
preatoura.^  And,  speaking  of  certain  alleged  ed  not  worth  accepting  ;  he  demanded  the  de- 
indignities  offered  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  livering  up  the  fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troops, 
certain  alleged  suspicions  of  his  authority  with  that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  the 
regard  to  the  management  of  his  household,  peace  of  the  city.  To  me  tumult  and  dis- 
he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute,  cord  appeared  unnecessary.  I  gave  up  these 
endeavour  to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  points,  upon  which  they  seized  upon  my  head 
nation,  severely  animadverting  on  such  of^  eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally 
fences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms  :  Cawn,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  after 
**  If  there  be  a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  having  obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for  utxtj 
the  breasts  of  any  of  my  countrymen,  who  lacks  of  rupees  ;  they  were  thrown  into  pri- 
shall  be  the  readers  of  this  compilation,  this  son,  with  fetters  upon  their  feet,  and  denied 
letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  nabob]  food  and  water.  I,  who  had  never,  even  in 
shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to  awaken  it  to  my  dreams,  experienced  such  an  oppression, 
the  call  of  vengeance  against  to  flagitious  an  gave  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  my  honour  and 
abuse  of  authority,  and  reproach  to  the  Bri-  dignity  :  but  this  would  not  satisfy  their  d^ 
tish  name.  mands  ;  they  charged  me  with  a  rupee  and 

..^___  a  half  batta  upon  each  mohur,  and  on  this 

account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount 


I\om  her  Excellency  the  Show  Begum  to    of  six  lacks  some  thousand  rupees,  and    

Mr.  Bristow,  Reaident  at  the  Vixier'e  court.  Major  Gilpin  to  exact  the  paymenU    Major 

Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  first  was  op- 
There  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  portunate ;  but  being  a  man  of  experience, 
way  of  information  a  detail  of  my  sufferings,  and  of  a  benevolent  disposition,  when  he  was 
From  common  report,  and  the  intelligence  of  convinced  of  my  want  of  means,  he  changed 
those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of  them  his  conduct,  and  was  willing  to  apply  to  the 
will  have  reached  your  ears  ;  I  will  here  re-  shroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  me  the  money, 
tote  a  part  of  them.  But  with  the  loss  of  my  jaghires,  my  credit 
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I  ^k :  I  could  not  raise  the  sum  ;  at  last,  Copy  </  a  Utter  from  Colonel  Hann^   f 

feeling  my  helpless  situation,  I  collected  my  Jewar  AUy  Caton  and  BaharAUy  Caum. 
wmrdrobe  and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about 

three  lacks  of  rupees,  besides  fifty  thousand  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly 

nipees,  which  I  borrowed  from  one  place  or  letter,  fraught  with  benevolence  ;  and  what* 

other,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  with  it  to  Luck-  0ver  &vours  you,  my  fHends,  have  been  pleased 

now.    My  sufferings  did  not  terminate  here,  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  afforded  me 

The  disturbances  of  Colonel  Hannay  and  Mr.  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Gordon  were  made  a  pretence  for  seizing  my  Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendship, 

Jaghire.     The  state  of  the  matter  is  this ;  I  am  in  expectation,  that  the  aforesaid  genOe- 

when  Colonel  Hannay  was  by  Mr.  Hastinp  man,  with  his  baggage  will  arrive  at  Fyzabad 

ordered  to  march  to  Benares  during  the  troubles  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and  afford 

of  Cheit  Sing,  the  Colonel,  who  hadplundend  satisfaction  to  me.    A  letter  from  Mr.  Gor* 

ikewkoU  amntryy  uxu  inet^pable  of  proceeding  ^  don  is  enclosed  to  you — I  am  in  expectation 

from  the  tmion  of  ihouaanda  ofxemindars^  loAo  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  aumil 

kmd  aeixed  this  fawmrabU  opportunity  ;  they  of  Saunda,  to  the  end  that  the  aumil  may  fbr- 

harrassed  Mr.  Gordon  near  Junivard,  and  the  ward  it  to  the  above  mentioned  gentleman, 

UMiindars  of  that  place  and  Acberpore  opposed  and  procure  his  reply.    Whenever  the  an- 

hia  march  from  thence,  till  he  arriveid  near  twer  arrives  let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolas  Roy, 

Sanda.    As  the  Sanda  Nutta,  from  its  over-  who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

flowing,  was  difficult  to  cross  without  a  boat,  Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting 

Mr.  Gordon  sent  to  the  fouzdar  to  supply  your  he«dth.     (Continue  to  honour  me  with 

lam  :  he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  in  the  your  correspondence. 
rrrcr,  but  would  according  to  orders  assist 

1dm  as  soon  as  possible.    Mr.  Gordon's  situ-  Copy  qf  a  letter  from   Colonel  Hannay  to 

■tion  would  not  admit  of  his  waiting  ;  he  Jetoar  and  Bahar  AUy  Cawn, 
fiwcad  the  Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  and  was 

kcMpitably  entertained  and  protected  by  the  Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  firiends,  remain 

^t?"T«^>  ibr  six  days.    In  the  mean  time  a  let-  tuxler  the  protection  of  God. 

tflr  was  received  by  mefirom  Colonel  Hannay,  Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindnesa 

deairiagnieto  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.  accompanied  by  an  honorary  letter  firom  tht 

Aa  my  friendship  for  the  English  was  always  begum  saib,  of  exalted  dignity,  and  enclosing 

I  readily  complied,  and  sent    some  a  letter  fh>m  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  through  your 

of  nejeebs  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon,  hircarahs,  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

all  his  effects,  to  Fyzabad  ;  where,  having  With  respect  to  what  you  communicate  rt- 

—-'-^  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  garding  your  not  having  received  an  answei 

with  Colonel  Hannay.    The  letters  to  your  friendly  epistle,  I  became  perfectly 

Wlfaaaks  I  received  from  both  these  gentlemen  astonished  ai  a  reply  was  written  fi'om  M<h 

■fan  this  occasion  are  still  in  my  possession ;  hadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  danger  of  tin 

eepJM  of  which  I  gave  in  charge  to  Major  road,  that  it  never  arrived  ;  not  to  the  smaU- 

Oilpin,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middleton,  est  neglect  on  my  side  (or  of  mine.) 

that  be  might  forward  them  to  the  govemour-  I  now  send  two  letters  to  you  ;  one  by  the 


To  be  brief,  those,  who  have  load-  dawk  people,  and  the  second  by  one  of  way 

ad  BM  with  accusations,  ar^now  clearly  con-  hircarahs  (who  will  present  them  to  yon) 

ncted  of  fklsehood.    But  is  it  not  eztraordi-  which  you  certainly  will  receive. 

r,  notwithstanding  the  justness  of  my  cause,  I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleated 


that  nobody  relieves  my  misfortunes  ?     Why  with  the  firiendship  you  have  shown. 

did  Mqor  Gilpin  return  without  effect  ?  You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy 

Mj  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  concerning  Mr.  Gordon.— Verily,  from  the 

kenTcn  tor  your  arrival ;  report  has  announced  kindness  of  you,  my  indulgent  fViends,  my 

it ;  fer  which  reason  I  have  taken  up  the  pen,  heart  is  quite  easy.    You  also  observed  and 

pest  you  will  not  place  implicit  con-  mentioned,  that  as  Mr.  Gordon's  coming  with 

in  my  accusers,  but  weighing  in  the  those  attached  to  him  (probably  his  sepoys 


ovwwbehned.  tions  entirely  upon  your  fHendahips,  tod  leavt 


leo 
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it  Co  you  to  idopt  the  manner,  in  whidi  the 
Mid  gentleman  may  arrive  in  aecurity  with- 
out molestation  at  Fyzabad  ;  but  at  the  same 
lime,  let  the  plan  be  so  mamifed,  that  it  may 
Aot  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  zemindan  ; 
in  this  case,  you  are  men  of  discernment. 
Howeyer,  he  is  to  come  to  Fyzabad ;  extend 
your  assistance  and  endeavours. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  begum  saib,  of  high 
dignity,  has  received  autlientic  intelligence 
from  the  camp  at  Benares.  Favour  me  with 
the  contents  or  purport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon^s  letter,  I  understand, 
that  M  irza  Imaum  Baksh,  whom  you  des- 
patched thither  (Saunda)  has  and  still  con- 
tinues to  pay  great  attention  to  that  gentle- 
nan  ;  which  affords  me  great  pleasure. 

An  answer  to  the  begum^  letter  is  to  be 
presented.  I  also  send  a  lettw  from  Mr.  Gor- 
don, which  please  to  forward. 

An  addre$9  from    Colonel  Hannt^  to  the 

Begum, 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  digmty  and  gene- 
Mity,  &c.  whom  God  preserve. 

Your  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and 
benevolence,  that  through  your  unbounded  ge- 
nerosity and  goodness  was  sent  through  grace 
and  favour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  in  a 
fortunate  moment;  and  whatever  you  were 
pleased  to  write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  "  that 
as  at  this  time  the  short-sighted  and  deluded 
ryots  had  carried  their  disturbances  and  ra- 
vages beyond  all  bounds,  Mr.  Gordon's  com- 
ing with  his  whole  people  (or  adherents) 
might  be  attended  with  difficulty ;  and  there- 
fore, if  I  chose,  he  should  be  invited  to  coow 
alone."  Now,  as  your  highness  is  the  best 
judge,  your  fidthful  servant  reposeth  his  most 
unlKHinded  hopes  and  expectation  upon  your 
highnns,  that  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Gordon  may 
arrive  at  Fyzabad  without  any  apprehension 
or  danger.  I  shall  be  then  extremely  honoured 
and  obliged. 

Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and 
faithful  servant,  continue  to  honour  and  exalt 
jne  by  your  letters. 

What  further  can  I  say  ? 

A  copy  of  an  addreaa  frwn  Mr.  Chrdon  to 
the  Begum, 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  geno- 
<OBity,  whom  God  preserve. 

Alter  presenting  the  usual  professiont  of 
«ervitude,  &c.  in  the  customary  manner  my 
address  is  presented. 


Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petl> 
tion  of  your  servant  from  Gk>ondah,  exalted 
me.  From  the  contents,  I  became  unspeak- 
ably impreased  with  the  honour  it  coafibrred. 
May  the  Almigbty  protect  that  royal  purity, 
and  bestow  h^piness,  increase  of  wealth,  and 
proeperitf. 

Tho  wel&re  of  your  servant  is  entirely 
owing  to  your  &vour  and  benevoleoco.  A  few 
days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  GUModak 
with  the  Colonel  Saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  highness's  infor- 
mation. I  cherish  hopes  from  your  generosi^, 
that,  considering  me  in  the  light  of  one  of 
your  flervanta,  you  will  always  continue  to 
exalt  and  honmir  me  with  your  gracioos 
letters. 

May  the  sun  of  prosperity  continually 
■bine! 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mahommed  Jetoar  Mbf 
Coeou  and  Bahar  Ally  Cmim,  from  Mr. 
Oordon. 

Sira,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Remain  under,  kc.  &c 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  acquaint  you,  that  yesterday,  having  taken 
leave  of  you,  I  passed  the  night  at  Noorgunge, 
and  the  next  morning  about  tea  or  eleven 
o'clock,  through  your  fiivour  and  benevolence, 
arrived  safe  at  GU>ondah ;  Mur  Aboo  Bukah, 
zemindar,  and  Mur  Rustum  Ally,  aocompar 
Died  me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of 
you,  my  beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme 
Being,  for  this  benign,  compassionate,  humane 
action,  have  you  in  his  keeping  and  increaae 
your  prosperity,  and  speedily  grant  me  the 
pleasure  of  an  interview.  Until  which  time 
continue  to  favour  me  with  friendly  letters, 
and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my  powei 
to  execute. 

May  your  wiUies  be  ever  ciowned  with 
auccess! 

My  compliments,  fce.  &c  Ace* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from    Colond  Ha$mmy  U 
Jewar  Ally  Caum  and  Bahar  AUy  CwtBin, 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  fiiedods, 
Remain  under  the  protection  of  the  SoprenM 

Being. 
After  compliments,  and  signifying  mw  ean* 

est  desire  of  an  intenriew,  1  address  you. 
Your  fiiendly  letter,  fiaught  with  kirejitsas, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  in  a  prapitioBS 

hour,  and  your  inexpressible  kindness  in  i 
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iif  tor  Mar  Namr  AUj  with  a  Ibroe  to  the  small  remains  of  his  territory  under  a  se« 
Bamirfai  for  the  purpose  of  ooodueting  Mr.  queetrator  or  collector  appoint^  hy  Almas 
OordoOi  with  all  his  baggage,  who  ii  now  ar^  Ali  Kh4n|  who  did  grievously  afflict  and  op- 
rived  at  Fyiabad.  press  the  prince  and  territory  aforesaid. 

This  event  has  aiTorded  me  the  most  excsa-  That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  fr^ 

riTe  pleasnre  and  satisfaction.    May  the  Om*  quently  represented  to  Warren  Hastings,  Es- 

■ipoceooe  preserve  you,  my  steadfast   firm  quire,  he  did  suggest  a  doubt,  whether  "  that 

ricBids.    The  pen  of  fiiendship  itself  cannot  little  ought  to  be  still  subject  to  tribute,"  indi- 

suAcfCDlly  express  your  generosity  and  ben»-  eating,  that  the  said  tribute  might  be  hard  and 

foJsnce,  aindtliat  of  the  begum  of  high  dignity,  inequitable;  but  whatever  its  justice  might 

bo  so  graciously  has  interested  herself  in  have  been,  that  "  from  the  eaarUett  period  of 

matter.    Enclosed  is  an  address  for  her,  our  connection  with  the  present  nabob  of  Oude, 

which  please  to  forward.    I  hope  from  your  it  had  invariably  continued  a  part  of  the  funds 

friendship,  until  we  meet,  you  will  continue  to  assigned  by  his  excellency  as  a  provision  for 

hoooor  me  with  an  account  of  your  health  and  the  liquidation  of  the  several  public  demands 

welfore.     What  further  can  I  write  ?  of  thu  govfmmetU  (Calcutta)  upon  him ;  and 

in  consequence  of  the  powers  the  board  deem- 

— — —  ed  it  expedient  to  vest  in  the  resident  at  his 

court,  for  the  collection  of  the  company's  as- 

T.  &ETOLUTIOVS  IV  rAXXUCKABAA.  signments,  a  sezauwil  [a  sequestrator]  has 

always  been  stationed  to  enforce,  by  every 

I.— That  a  prince  called  Ahmed  Khin  means  in  his  power,  the  payment  of  the  tri- 


of  a  fiunily  anumgst  the  most  distinguish-  bute."    And  the  said  tribute  was,  in  conse- 

•d  in  Hindostan,  and  of  a  nation  funous  quence  of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the 

thnmgh  that  empire  for  its  valour  in  acquiring,  nabob,  but  to  the  British  resident  at  Oude; 

•ad  its  policy  and  prudence  in  well  governing,  and  the  same  being  therefore  under  the  direo- 

ths  territories  it  had  acquired,  called  the  Par-  tion,  and  for  the  solo  use,  of  the  company,  and 

tans,  or  Afghans,  of  which  the  Rohillas  were  indeed  the  prince  himself  wholly  dependent, 

a  hcmoch.     The  said  Ahmed  Kh&n  had  fixed  the  representatives  of  the  said  company  were 

las  reaideoce  in  the  city  of  Farruckabad,  and  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  prince, 

is  the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in  India  the  and  for  the  good  government  of  the  country. 
nid  Ahmed  Kh&n  attached  himself  to  the 

ceoBpany  against  ShujaDowIa,  then  an  enemy,  II. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 

•ew  a  dependent  on  that  company.    Ahmed  on  the  SSd  of  May,  1780,  represent  to  the 

Khin,  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  was  dis-  board  of  Calcutta  the  condition  of  the  said 

poHeseed  of  a  large  part  of  his  dominions  by  country,  in  the  following  manner : 

the  prermleoce  of  the  Mahratta  power :  but  "  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity 

his  eon,  a  minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  or  authority  in  his  government  (the  Famicka* 

md  lo  the  remainder  of  his  dominions.    The  bad  government)  among  other  obvious  eau»49f 

Mafarattas  were  expelled  by  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  it  may,  no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country 

the  hue  Tixier,  who,  finding  a  want  of  the  ser-  of  Farruckabad  is  become  an  almost  entire 

noes  of  the  son  and  successour  of  Ahmed  waste,  without  cultivation  or  inhabitante ;  that 

Kh&n,  called  Mouzafier  Jung,  did  not  only  the  capital,  which,  but  a  very  short  time  ago,  was 

foaraBty  him  ih  the  possession  of  what  he  distinguished  as  one  of  the  most  populous  and 

tbeo  actually  held,  but  engaged  to  restore  all  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindostan,  at 

the  other  territories,  which  had  been  occupied  present  exhibits  nothing  but  scenes  of  the  most 

hy  the  Blahrattas :  and  this  ^was  confirmed,  by  wretched  poverty,  desolation,  and    misery: 

repealed  treaties  and  solemn  oaths  by  the  late  and  the  nai>ob  himself,  though  in  possession 

▼ixier  and  by  the  present ;  but  neither  the  late  of  a  tract  of  country,  which  with  only  conK 

■or  the  present  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage-  mon  care,  is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an 

I,  or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  annual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty 

withheld  what  he  stipulated  to  restore,  lacks  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds) 

the  latter  not  only  subjecting  him  to  a  with  no  military  esttMishment  to  moanlom, 

tribute,  instead  of  restoring  him  to  what  his  $careefy  commanding  the  means  of  bare  sub* 

l^her  bad  unjustly  withheld,  but  having  made  siitence."    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

a  farther  invasion  by  depriving  him  of  fifteen  taking  mto  consideration  the  said  state  of  tht 

of  his  distriets,  levying  the  uibute  of  the  country,  and  iu  prince,  and  that  the  latter  had 

arfaole  on  the  litUe  that  remained,  and  putting  w^erred  frequent  complaintM  (which 
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plaints  the  said  Hastings  to  that  time  did  not  as  before  and  after,  the  said  Hastings,  who 

uy  before  the  board,  as  his  duty  required)  pretended  not  to  dare  to  relieve  those opprea*- 

**of  the  hardships  and  ituUgnilieSt  to  which  ed  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  assume  a  oom- 

he  is  subjected  by  the  conduct  of  the  sezauwil  plete  authority  over  the  said  nabob  himself 

[sequestrator]  stationed  in  the  country  for  the  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 
purpose  of  levying  the  annual  tribute,  which 

he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubah  of  IV.— That  the  second  principle,  assomfld 

Oude ;  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  de-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  ground  for 

dare  himself  "  extremely  desirous,  as  well  voluntarily  abandoning  the  protection  oftboM 

firom  motives  o/*  common  justice f  as  due  regard  whom  he  had  before  undertaken  to  relieve,  am 

to  the  rank  which  that  chi^f  holds  among  the  the  sole  strength  of  his  oum  authority ^  and  in 

princes  o/Hindostanj  of  affording  him  relief."  full  confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation  thero- 

And  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  of,  and  for  delivering  over  the  persons  so  tak- 

means  of  the  said  relief,  did,  with  the  consent  en   into  protection,  under  false  names    and 

of  the  board,  order  the  said  native  sequestra-  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppression, 

Cor  to  be  removed,  and  an  English  resident,  a  asserting,  thai  the  reputation  of  the  oorapany 

■ervant  of  the  company,  to  be  appointed  in  bis  was  saved  by  removing  this  apparent  partici- 

room,  declaring,  "  he  understood  a  local  inter-  pation,  when  the  new,  as  well  as  the  old,  ar- 

lerence  to  be  indi^>ensably  wacsssory  for  rea-  rangements  were  truly  and  substantially  acts 

lizing  the  vizier's  just  demands."  of  the  British  government,  was  disingenuous, 

deceitful,  and  used  to  cover  unjustifiable  do> 
ni. — That  the  said  native  seqnestratcvbeing  tigns,  since  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well 
withdrawn,  and  a  resident  appointed,  no  com-  kmiw,  that  all  oppressions  exercised  by  the 
plaint  whatever  concerning  the  collection  of  nabob  of  Oudb  were  solely,  and  in  this  in- 
the  revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  oflTered  to  stance  particularly,  upheld  by  Briti^  force, 
the  prince  of  the  country,  or  oppression  of  and  were  imputed  to  this  nation ;  and  because 
hii  subjects  by  the  said  resident,  was  made  to  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  tlvee  days  after 
the  superiour  council  at  Calcutta ;  yet  the  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue 
Raid  Warren  Hastings  did,  nevertheless,  in  a  thereof,  did  direct  the  Britbh  resident  at 
certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  his  mosf 
atChunar  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  on  the  19th  implicit  obedience^  **  that  the  ministers  (the 
of  September,  1781,  at  the  request  of  the  nabob  of  Oude*s  ministers)  are  to  choose  all 
■aid  nabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  '*  that  aumils  and  collectors  of  revenue  with  your 
no  Englbh  resident  be  appointed  to  Famicka-  concurrence."  And  the  dishonour  to  the  com- 
bed, and  that  the  present  be  recalled ;"  and  pany  in  thus  deceitfiilly  concurring  in  oppree- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  sion,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bound  to 
nabob  of  Oude  was  ill  aflected  towards  the  prevent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  War^ 
•aid  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  that  he  was  ren  Hastings's  receiving  fi'om  the  person,  to 
already  supposed  to  have  oppressed  him,  did  whose  oppression  he  hsd  delivered  the  said 
yostify  his  conduct  on  the  principles,  and  in  prince,  as  a  private  gift  or  donation  to  him- 
the  words  following :  "  that  if  the  nabob  Mo-  self,  and  for  his  own  use,  a  sum  of  money, 
saffer  Jung  must  endure  oppression,  {and  I  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
dare  not  at  this  time  propose  his  total  rdief)  it  and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground 
concerns  the  reputation  of  our  government  to  of  suspicion,  that  the  said  gift  from  die  op- 
remove  our  participation  in  it"  And  the  said  pressour  to  the  person  surrmdering  the  per- 
Warren  Hastings  making,  recording,  and  act-  son  injured  to  his  mercy,  might  have  had 
ing  upon  the  first  of  the  said  fiilse  and  inhu-  some  share  in  thg  said  criminal  transaction, 
man  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to  this  na- 
tion, namely,  that  princes  paying  money  V. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
wholly  for  the  use  of  the  company,  and  di-  (in  the  paper  justifying  the  said  surrender  of 
rectly  to  its  agent,  fi>r  the  maintenance  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  imder  the  protec- 
Brituh  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power  the  tion  of  the  East-India  company)  assert, 
said  revenue  was  in  effect  collected,  must  of  <*  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the  nabob  Muzzsttof 
necessity  endure  oppression,  and  that  our  go-  Jung  (the  nabob  of  Farruckabad)  is  equally 
famment  at  any  time  dare  not  propose  their  urgent  with  the  nabob  vizier  for  the  remoTal 
f4ftal  relief,  was  an  high  offence  uid  misde-  of  a  resident,"  without  producing,  as  he 
meanour  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prore 
die  rather,  because  in  the  said  treaty,  as  well  his  improbable  assertion,  n;  mely,  his  i 
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ait  the  oppressed  prince  did  apply  to  his  servant  of  the  company,  (and  nothing  appears 

iowwB  enemy  and  oppressour,  the  nabob  of  to  show  him  otherwise)  to  a  judicial  office  of 

Oude,  (who,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  to  ro-  high  trust ;   thereby  taking  away  all  credit 

liflire  him  against  the  will  of  the  English  go-  €rom  any  grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  bj 

Temmrat)  rather  than  to  that  English  govern-  the  said  Hastings  for  delivering  the  said  nabob 

■ftent,  which  be  must  have  conceived  to  be  of  Famickabad  to  the  hand  of  a  known  enemy 

more  isipartial,  to  which  he  had  made  his  and  oppr^aour,  who  had  already,  contrary  to 

former  oooplaint,  and  which  was  alone  abla  to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  large  part 

rolievo  him.  of  his  territories. 

VI.— That  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  Vll.—That  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 

tbe  aaid  writing,  did  further  convey  an  insino-  representation  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  to 

ation  of  an  ambiguous,  but  on  any  construe-  the  court  of  directors,  they  did  heavily  and 

tioa,  of  a  suspicious  end  dangerous  import ;  justly  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for 

▼ix.  ^  it  is  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Shee's  (the  resi-  the  same,  and  did  convey  their  censure  to  him, 

denies)  authority  over  the  territory  of  Far-  recommending  relief  to  the  sufibring  prince, 

mekabad  is  in  itself  as  much  subversive  of  but  without  any  order  for  sending  a  new  resi- 

tkal  (ef  tJu  UmifkU  rulers)  as  that  of  the  vi-  dent ;  being,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  prevent- 

sicr's  amnil  (collector)  ever  was,  and  is  the  ed  from  taJcing  that  step  by  the  faith  of  the 

nmre  eppresttos,  as  the  power  from  whence  it  treaty  made  at  Chunar. 
■a  derived  is  greater.**    The  said  assertion 

psoceeds  from  a  supposition  of  the  illegality  VIII.— That  all  the  oppressions  foreseen 
hoch  of  the  nabob's  and  the  company's  govern-  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he 
■cat ;  all  consideration  of  the  tUie  to  authority  made  the  article  aforesaid  in  the  treaty  of  Chu- 
kcHig  therefore,  00  that  supposition,  put  out  nar,  did  actually  happen ;  for,  immediately  00 
of  ihie  qoestiuo,  and  the  whole  turning  only  the  removal  of  the  British  resident,  the  coun^ 
■pea  the  esercue  of  authority,  the  said  Hast-  try  of  Famickabad  was  subjected  to  the  die- 
lag's  mggestion,  that  the  oppression  of  gc^  cretion  of  a  certain  native  manager  of  revo- 
Trfnmrnl  must  be  in  proportion  to  its  power,  nue,  called  Almas  Ali  Kh&n,  who  did  im- 
is  tbe  result  of  a  fiilse  and  dangerous  princi-  poverish  and  oppress  the  country,  and  insult 
pis,  and  such  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person  the  prince,  and  did  deprive  him  of  all  subsis- 
CBCrasted  with  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men,  tence  from  his  own  estates ;  taking  from  him 
to  entertain,  much  more  publicly  to  profess  as  even  his  gardens,  and  the  tombs  of  his  ancea* 
a  rale  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a  direct  tors,  and  the* funds  for  maintaining  the  same. 
tsadfary  to  make  the  new  and  powerful  go- 

vensaent  of  this  kingdom  in  India  dreadflilto  IX. — That,  on  complaint  of  those  proceed- 

^  aatiree,  and  odious  to  the  world.    But  if  ings,  the  said  Hastings  did,  of  his  own  au- 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  mean  thereby  thorily,  and  without  communicating  with  his 

iadiiectly  to  insinuate,  that  oppressions  had  council,  direct  the  native  collector  aforesaid  to 

bsca  adoally  eiercised  under  the  British  au-  be  removed,  and  the  territory  of  Farruckabad 

tkority,  he  was  bound  to  inquiro  into  these  op-  to  be  left  to  the  sole  management  of  its  natii* 

preesions,  and  to  animadvert  on  toe  person  ral  prince.    But  in  a  short  time  the  said 

gnky  of  the  same,  if  proof  thereof  could  be  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive  many  com- 

faad ;  and  the  more,  as  the  authority  was  given  plaints,  purporting  t^t  the  tribute  to  the  na- 

by  MmHJff  and  the  person  exercising  it  was  by  bob  remained  wholly  unpaid,  and  the  agent  to 

kinactf  also  named.    And  the  said  Warren  the  prince  of  Famickabad  at  the  presidency, 

Hastings  did  on  another  occasion  assert,  a.%t  and  afterwards  chief  manager  to  the  prince 

**  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  founded,  he  aforesaid,  having,  as  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

aercr  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain."    But  ings  saith,  "  had  the  insolence  to  propagate  a 

ft  is  not  true,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  or  report  that  the  intafereneey  to  which  his  mas- 

eoold  want  such  opportunity ;  the  fact  being,  ter  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  pur^ 

that  the  said    Warren  Hastings  did  never  ehated  through  him,*'  he  the  said  Hastmgs  21d 

canaa  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any  sup-  again  (but,  as  before,  without  the  council) 

pooed  abuses,  during  the  said  residency,  but  "  withdraw  his  protection  and  interference  aU 

dU  five  a  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  together"  on  or  about  tlie  month  of  August, 

Tear  to  the  said  late  resident,  as  a  compensa^  1782,  and  did  signify  his  resolution,  through 

lioB  to  him  for  an  injury  received,  and  did  af*  the  resident  Middleton,  to  the  nabob  vizier, 

anvards  promote  the  resident,  as  a  (aithfol  But  the  said  Hastings  asserts  "  that  the  cod* 
Vol..  III.— 11.                                   H 
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■eqoenco  of  this  hit  own  ■ecood  dereliction  of  ecivcd,  added  to  the  eoRvtefion  /Aom  LONQ 

ihe  prince  of  Tamickabad  was  an  aggravated  SINCE  entertained  ^  th»  necemtg  of  tuch 

runevDcU  of  the  eeveritiea  exercised  against  his  an  appointment  for  ihe  preeervation  qf  ovrnom 

^yernment,  and  the  re-appointroeot  of  a  •»-  tional  eretUtf  and  the  means  of  rescuing  an  an- 

nwall,  with  powers  delegated  or  assumed,  to  cient  and  respectable  &mily  from  ruin." 

the  utter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  Muzuffer  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length 

Jung,  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means  perform  what  he  thought  had  Long  eince  been 

of  subsistence."    And  the  said  Hastings  did  necessary,  and  in  conlradictioQ  to  his.engage> 

receive,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1783,  from  rocnts  with  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar; 

the  prince  aforesaid,  t  bitter  complaint  of  the  an  J  against  bis  strong  remonstrances,  urging 

■ame  to  the  following  tenour :  his  huinUiation  from  this  measure,  and  th« 

*'  The  miseries  which  have  fallen  upon  my  hiih  of  the  agreement,  and  against  his  owd 

country,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  which  former  declaration,  that  it  concerned  the  r«pu- 

bave  been  bei4>ed  upon  me  by  the  ro-appoini-  tai  ion  of  our  government  to  remove  our  par- 

ment  of  the  sezawall  are  such,  that  a  relation  ticipation  in  the  oppressions,  which  he,  the 

of  them  would,   I  am  convinced,  excite  the  said  Haatings,  supposed  the  prince  of  Far- 

■trongest    feelings  of  compassion    in   your  ruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once  more  rocom- 

breast.    But  it  is  impossible  to  relate  thom ;  mend  to  the  council  a  British  resident  at  Far- 

on  one  side,  my  country  ruined,  and  uncul-  ruckabad,  and  the  withdrawing  the  native  se- 

tivated,  to  a  degree  of  desolation  which  ex-  zawall ;  no  course  being  left  to  the  said  Hast- 

ceeds  all  description ;  on  the  other,  my  do-  ings  to  take,  which  was  not  a  violation  of 

mestic  concerns  and  connections  involved  in  some  engagement,  and  a  contradiction  to  some 

mieh  a  state  of  dietreae  and  harrour^  that  even  principle  c^  justice  and  policy  by  him  delibe- 

tke  relatione,  the  children,  and  the  voiveaof  my  rately  advanced,  and  entered  on  record. 

father,  are  starving  in  v>ant  of  daily  bread,  That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  resident, 

mnd  are  on  the  point  af  flying  voluntary  exiles  and  having  arrived  at  Farnickabad  on  the  2dth 

from  their  antntry,  and  from  each  other,**  of  February,  1784,  with  instructions  to  inquire 

But  although  tiie  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  country  and  the 
Mth  of  February,  receive  and  admit  the  jus-  ruling  family,  he,  the  said  resident  Willes,  in 
tice  of  the  said  complaint,  and  did  not  deny  obedience  thereto,  did  fully  explain  to  him,  the 
the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said  let-  f  ovemour-general,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
ter  containing  the  following  sentence :  "if  (he  being  then  out  of  the  company's  provin- 
tbere  should  by  any  delay  in  your  acceptance  ces,  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation,  which  r^ 
of  this  proposal,  my  existence  and  the  existence  spected  this  very  country  as  part  of  the  de- 
iff  my  family  loill  become  difficult  and  doubtful:^  pendencies  of  Qude)  the  situation  of  the  pro- 
luid  although  he  did  admit  the  interference  to  vinco  of  Farnickabad ;  but  the  said  Warren 
be  the  more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  ser-  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  any  mea- 
▼ices  of  the  English  troops  have  been  added  sure  wluitsoever  for  the  relief  thereof  in  con- 
to  enforce  the  authority  of  the  sezawall,"  and  sequence  of  the  said  representation ;  nor  even 
although  he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that  communicate  to  the  council-general  the  said 
time  similar  complaints  and  applications  had  representation ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  S8th 
been  made,  yet  he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  June,  1783,  that  is,  sixteen  months  from 
of  complaint,  a  minute  of  which  he  asserts  he  the  arrival  of  the  resident  at  his  station,  that 
had,  at  or  about  that  time,  prepared  for  the  re-  any  thing  was  laid  before  the  board  relative 
lief  of  the  sufferer,  from  the  board  of  council,  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  the  distressed 
and  did  not  so  much  as  propose  any  thing  re-  country  aforesaid,  and  that,  not  from  the  said 
Jative  to  the  same  for  seven  months  afler,  viz.  Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  members  of 
nntil  the  6lh  of  October,  1783 ;  the  said  letter  the  council ;  which  purposed  neglect  of  duty, 
■nd  minute  being,  as  he  asserts,  ^^  withheld,  joined  to  the  preceding  wilful  delay  of  sevsi 
firom  causes  w^  necessary  to  mtntion,  from  months  in  proposing  the  said  relief  originally, 
presentation.'*  By  which  means  the  said  caused  near  two  years  delay.  And  Uie  said 
country  and  prince  did  suffer  a  long  continu-  Warren  Hastings  is,  further  culpable  in  not 
ance  of  unnecessary  hardship,  from  which  the  communicating  to  the  council  board  the  order, 
•aid  Hastings  confessed  it  was  his  duty  to  re-  which  he  had,  of  his  own  authority,  and  with* 
lieve  them,  and  that  a  British  resident  was  out  any  powers  from  them,  given  to  the  said 
Becessary  at  Farnickabad  "  from  a  sense  ot  resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  prevent  them 
pubmission  to  the  implied  orders  of  the  court  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract  the 
•f  directors,  in  their  letter  of  1783,  lately  re-  ill  effects  of  the  said  order ;  which  order  pur* 
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Mrted  that  the  said  Wiiles  was  not  to  inter-  him  from  a  minister  of  the  conpany,  depea- 
lere  with  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad't  go-  dont  on  the  goTcrnour-general  in  council,  to  a 
remmetAf  for  the  regulation  of  which  he  was  dependant  upon  an  unresponsible  power  ;  in 
in  effect  appointed  to  the  residency;  declaring  this  also  acting  without  the  council,  and  by 
MM  follows :  I  rely  much  on  your  moderaticm  his  own  usurpml  authority :  and  accordingly 
aDd  good  judgment,  which  I  hope  will  enable  the  resident  did  declare  in  his  letter  of  the 
you  to  regulate  your  conduct  towards  the  naF*  24th  of  April,  1786,  "  that  the  situation  of 
pob  and  his  servanU  in  such  a  manner,  that,  the  country  was  more  distressful  than  wh«i 
without  interfering  in  the  executive  part  of  hit  he  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  addressed  hin- 
gvvernmentf  you  may  render  him  essential  self  for  relief  in  1783,  and  that  he  was  sorry 
werricehj  yottr  council  and  advice."  Andthia  to  sa|r,  that  his  appointment  at  Farruckabad 
VMtrictioo  the  said  Hastings  did  impose,  was  of  no  use."  That  though  the  old  tribute 
which  totally  frustrated  the  purpose  of  the  re-  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to  &mine,  and  other 
sideDt's  mission,  though  he  well  knew,  and  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new  imposition, 
had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  greet  pro- 
aod  weakness  of  the  said  nabob  of  Farrucka-  duce  of  the  revenue ;  and  therefore  there  will 
bad,  and  his  subjection  to  unworthy  servants,  not  be  *'  any  thing  for  the  tubeistence  of  the 
And  in  the  minute  of  consultation,  upon  which  no6o6  and  family.^'  And  the  uncles  of  the 
be  founded  the  appointment,  he  did  state  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the 
nabob  of  Farruckabad  "  as  a  weak  and  unex-  late  Ahmed  Kh&n  (who  had  rendered  import- 
perieoced  young  man,  w1k>  had  abandoned  him-  ant  services  to  the  company)  and  their  chil- 
aelf  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  his  servants ;  dren,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident,  represented, 
aad  the  restoration  of  his  independence  was  that  soon  after  the  succession  of  Mouzaffer 
fcUowed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  Jung  "  their  misery  commenced.  The  jag- 
be  had  promised  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointed  hires,  (lands  and  estates,)  on  which  they  sub- 
iutaDces  of  contumacy  and  disrespect."  And  sisted,  were  disallowed.  Our  distress  is 
in  the  'said  minute  the  said  Hastings  adds  (as  great,  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food, 
before  mentioned)  his  principal  servant  and  Though  we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining 
■iBBager  had  propagated  a  report,  that  the  our  situation,  yet,  could  we  have  found  a  mode 
**  imt^ertnce^  (namely  his  the  said  Hastings's  of  conveyance,  we  would  have  proceeded  to 
iaierfereDce)  to  which  his  master  owed  the  Calcutta  fbr  redress.  The  scarcity  of  grain 
power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by  this  season  is  an  additional  misfortune.  With 
bun,**  the  principal  servant  aforesaid  \  yet  he,  difficulty  we  support  life.  From  your  pre* 
tbe  said  Hastings,  who  had  assigned  on  record  sence  without  the  provinces  we  expect  relief. 
At  diaracter  of  the  said  nabob,  and  the  con-  It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  company  to  deprive 
dnct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid  report  the  zemindars  and  jaghiredars  of  the  meant 
ef  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  dishonour-  of  subsistence.  To  your  justice  we  look 
■Me  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  up.** 

takiag  away  the  independency  of  the  nabob  of  This  being  the  situation  of  the  person  and 
Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting  him  to  the  family  of  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  hia 
oppression  of  the  nabob  of  Oude's  officer,  Al-  nearest  relations,  the  state  of  country  and  ita 
Bar  AH,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  in-  capital,  prevented  from  all  relief  by  the  said 
dependence  of  the  said  prmce  of  Farruckabad,  Warren  Hastings,  is  described,  in  the  follow- 
and  the  real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  words,  by  the  resident  Wiiles  : 
perfidioos  servants,  not  against  the  nabob  of  ''Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of 
Oude,  but  against  a  British  resident  appointed  Marara  at  a  very  inadequate  rent,  and  his  an- 
by  himself  ("  as  a  character  eminently  qualified  mils  have  seized  many  adjacent  villages ;  the 
fcr  such  a  charge")  for  the  correction  of  those  pergunnahs  of  Cocutmow  and  Souje  are  con- 
arils,  and  for  rendering  the  prince  aforesaid  stantly  plundered  by  his  people.  The  coUeo* 
an  usefiil  ally  to  the  company,  and  restoring  tion  of  the  gauts  near  Futty  Ghur  has  been 
bis  dominions  to  order  and  plenty.  seized  by  the  vizier's  cutwal,  and  the  zemin* 
That  tbe  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  dars  in  fbur  pergunnahs  are  so  refractory  as  to 
die  resident  at  Farruckabad  by  his  said  prohi-  have  fortified  themselves  in  their  guiries,  and 
Ularj  letter,  but  did  render  his  very  remaining  to  refuse  all  payments  of  revenue.  This  u 
at  all  in  that  station  perfectly  precarious  by  a  the  state  of  the  pergunnahs ;  and  Farruenm^ 
nbiequent  letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  die-  had,  which  xdom  once  Vie  teat  of  great  opuUnet 
— '  '  n  by  the  vizier — thereby  changing  the  and  trade,  it  now  daily  deterted  by  itt  inhabit' 
of  the  resident's  oflke,  and  changing  antt;  iU  vallt  mouldering  away,  withmt  po» 
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lioti  wUkout  prctection ;  exposed  to  the  depre^  other  purpose  than  those  of  vengeance  wa4 

doHont  of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred  corruption." 

ro66er«,  whoy  night  after  night,  enter  it  for        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare 

plunder^  murdering  all  who  oppoee  them,   J%e  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  in  his  opinion 

tuin  that  hoe  overtaken  this  country  is  not  to  be  the  mode  of  relief  most  effectual,  and  most 

wondered  at,  when  it  it  conndered  that  there  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckabad,  would  be 

has  been  no  etabte  government  for  manyyeare,  to  nominate  one  of  the  family  of  the  prince 

There  has  been  the  nabob  vizier's  authority,  to  superintend  his  affairs,  and  to  secure  the 

his  ministers,  the  residents  at  Lucknow,  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be 

sezawalis,  the  camp  authority,  the  nabob  Mu-  most  connected  with  the  rights  of  the  ruling 

suffer  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  family,  whilst  it  provides  against  the  imbed* 

advisers.    No  authority  sufficiently  predomi-  lity  of  the  natural  lord,  and  is  firee  from  hii 

nant  to  establish  any  regulations  for  the  benefit  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only  one  which 

of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority  had  been  the  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  even 

exerted,  as  opportunity  offered,  for  temporary  proposed  to  execute. 

purposes."  That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreementa 
**  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  aforesaid,  has  lefl  the  company  in  such  an  at> 
Farruckabad  and  its  districts,  in  the  ensuing  temative,  that  they  can  neither  relieve  the 
year  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  revenue,  if  said  prince  of  Farruckabad  from  oppression 
some  regulations  equal  to  the  exigency  be  not  without  a  breach  of  the  engagements  entored 
adopted.  The  whole  country  will  be  divided  into  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  with  the  nabob 
between  the  neighbouring  powerful  aumilsi  vizier,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  nor  suAf 
tlie  refractory  zemindars,  and  banditti  of  rob-  him  to  remain  under  the  said  oppression  with- 
bers  ;  and  the  patans,  who  might  be  made  out  violating  all  ftdth,  and  all  the  rules  of  jus- 
useful  subjects  will  fly  from  the  scoae  of  an-  tice  with  regard  to  him.  And  the  said  Hast- 
archy.  The  cnsis  appears  now  come,  that  ings  hath  directly  made  or  authorized  no  lea 
either  some  plan  of  government  should  be  re-  than  six  revolutions  in  less  than  five  years  in 
solved  on,  so  as  to  form  faithful  subjects  on  the  aforesaid  harassed  province ;  by  which 
the  frontier,  or  the  country  be  given  up  to  its  fi-equent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all 
fiite ;  and  if  it  be  abandoned,  there  can  be  lit-  of  them  made  in  contradiction  to  all  his  own 
tie  doubt  but  that  the  Maiirattas  will  gladly  declared  motives  and  reasons  for  the  several 
seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to  incursions  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  this 
into  the  vizier's  dominions,  will  attach  to  their  transactioni  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and 
interest  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  the  disorders  in  its  administration,  have  been 
themselves  of  forts,  which  with  little  expense  highly  aggravated ;  and  in  the  said  irregular 
made  formidable,  would  give  employment  per*  proceedings,  and  in  the  gross  and  complicated 
haps  to  the  whole  of  our  force,  should  it  be  violations  of  faith  with  all  parties,  the  said 
ever  necessary  to  recover  them.*'  Hastings  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  mifda- 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  repre-    meanours. 
sentation  aforesaid,  made  by  the  resident  at 
Farruckabad,  did  propose  and  record  a  plan  ■ 

fi>r  the  better  government  of  the  said  country, 

but  did  delay  Uie  execution  of  the  same,  until        n.  destruction  or  thx  rajah  or 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  said  Hastings  sahloztx. 

with  the  noble  vizier  should  be  known  ;  but 

the  said  Hastings,  as  ftr  as  in  him  lay,  did  en-  I.^That  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  Shuja 
tirely  set  aside  any  plan  that  could  be  formed  ul  Dowla,  did  (on  what  reasons  of  policy,  or 
for  that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  British  re-  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown)  disposal 
sident  at  Farruckabad,  by  engaging  with  the  a  certain  native  person  of  distinction,  or 
said  nabob  vizier,  that  no  British  influence  nent  rajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  Sahlonai 
shall  be  employed  within  his  dominions,  and  « the  lineal  descendent  of  the  most  powerfU 
he  has  engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of  Hindostan/*  ol 
him  to  any  other  mode  cf  relation ,  and  be  his  patrimonial  estate ;  and  conferred  the 
has  informed  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his  (the  nabob's 
territories  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruin-  mother,  as  a  jaghire*  [or  estate]  for  the  term 
ed,  if  residents  are  sent  into  them,  observing,  of  her  life ;  and  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  in 
that  *<  residents  never  will  be  sent  for  any    order  to  quiet  the  coimtry,  and  to  satisfy,  in 
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meMure,  the  priocip&l  and  other  inhabi-  pect&tioD  his  duty  in  restoring  the  tranquillity 

I,  did  allow  and  pay  a  certain  pension  to  of  the  country,  and  in  relieving  the  honour  of 

the  said  rajah ;  which  pension,  on  the  general  the  English  goTemment,  did  absolutely  r«» 

eonfiacaiion  of  jaghires  (made  at  the  instiga-  quire.  But,  instead  of  making  such  proTisioo, 

tioa  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  and  by  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head ;  and  several 

the  letting  of  lands  so  oonSscated  to  farmera  bodies  of  British  troops  being  employed  to 

at  rack-rents,  was  discontinued,  and  refused  pursue  him,  after  many  skirmishes  and  much 

to  be  paid;  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  bloodshed,  and  mutual  waste  of  the  country, 

pension, "  on  account  of  the  personal  respect  the  said  rajah,  honoured  and  respected  by  the 

borne  to  the  rajah  (as  connections  with  him  natives,  was  hunted  down,  and  at  length  killed 

are  sought  for,  and  thought  to  confer  honour)"  in  m  thicket, 
did  cause  an  universal  discontent,  and  violent 

ooouDotions,  in  the  district  of  Sahlone,  and  

sdber  paru  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with 

frcat  consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and  inter-  vu,  oovtraots. 

raptioo,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  the 

collection  of  the  revenues  in  those  parts,  other        That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East* 

thaa  as  the  same  was  irregularly,  and  with  India  company  had  hid  down  the  following 

great  damage  to  the  country,  enforced  by  Bri-  fundamental  rules  for  the  conduct  of  such  of 

tish  troope.  the  company's  business  in  Bengal,  as  could 

be  performed  by  contract ;  and  had  repeatedly 

n.— That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  officer  em-  and  strictly  ordered  the  govemour  and  council 

ployed  to  reduce  those  disordered  parts  of  the  of  Fort  William  to  observe  those  rules ;  viz. 

province  to  submission,  after  several  advan-  that  all  contracts  should  be  publicly  advertis- 

lagcs  gained  over  the  rajah  and  his  adherents,  ed,  and  the  most  reasonable  proporal  accept* 

aad  expelling  him  from  the  country,  did  re-  ed ;  that  the  contracts  of  provisions,  and  for 

preeent  the  utter  impossibility  of  bringing  it  furnishing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks  for 

to  a  permanent  settlement  "  merely  by  forci-  the  army  should  be  animal ;  and  that  they 

Ue  methods ;  as  in  any  of  bis  (the  rajah's)  should  not  fail  to  advertise  for  and  receive 

iKorsions,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  brin^  proposals  for  those  contracts  every  year, 
even  a  force  with  him,  as  the  zemindars  [land-        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct 

ed  proprietors  and  freeholders]  are  much  at-  disobedience  to  the  said  positive  orders,  and, 

iKfaed  to  the  rajah,  whom  they  consider  as  as  the  directors  themselves  say,  by  a  mott  <le- 

Ihair  hereditary  prince,  and  never  fail  to  assist  liberate  breacft  of  kU  duty^  did,  in  September, 

Um ;  and  that  his  rebellion  against  govern-  1777,  accept  of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest 

■ent  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime :"  and  Mr.  Alexander  Johnson  for  providing  draught  and 

LaoBsdaine  declared  it  "  as  his  clear  opinion,  carriage  bullocks,  and  for  victualling  the  Euro* 

that  the  allowing  the  said  rajah  a  pension,  peans,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  as  he 

soitable  to  his  rank  and  influence  in  the  country,  was  expressly  commanded  to  do,  and  extended 

vottld  be  the  most  certain  mode  of  obtaining  the  contract  for  three  yeart,  which  was  posi* 

aperman^nt  peace;"  alleging,  among  other  CO-  tively  ordered  to  be  annual;  and,   notwitb* 

gSBt  reasons,  "  that  the  expense  of  the  force  standing  that  extension  of  the  period,  which 

necessary  to  be  employed  to  subdue  the  coun-  ought  at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by 

try,  might  be  spared  and  employed  elsewhere ;  some  advantage  to  the  company  in  the  condi» 

and  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  vil-  tions,  did  conclude  the  said  contract  upon 

lages  with  their  cattle  and  effects,   and  of  temu  lee$  advantageous  than  the  preceding  cat^ 

course  government  have  some  security  for  the  (rocf ,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowest  terms  pro* 

NTenoe,  whereas  at  present  they  have  none ;"  eurahle : — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

nd  the  representation  containing  that  prudent  defiance  of  the  judgment  and  lawful  orders  of* 

and  temperate  council,  given  by  a  military  his  superiours,  which  in  this  case  left  him  no 

of  undoubted  information,  and  perfect  ex-  option,  declared,  that  h»  disapproved  of  pub» 

in  the  local  circumstances   of  the  Ushing  for  proposals^  aad  that  the  contract  toot 

was  transmitted    by    the    resident  reduced  too  Uno  already :  thereby  avowing  him- 

to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  self  the  advocate  of  the  contractor,  against 

did  wilfully  and  criminally  omit  to  order  any  whom,  as  representative  of  the  company,  and 

relief  to  the  nud  rajah  in  conformity  to  the  guardian  of  their  interest,  he  properly  was 

general  sense  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants ;  party,  and  preferring  the  advantajge  of  the  con* 

•  eompliancewith  whose  so  reasonable  an  ez-  tractor  to  those  of  hii  own  constitii«its  tad 
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emplojeri :— that  tho  court  of  directors  of  the  precedented,  and  evidently  absurd,  could  ha?e 
East^India  companyi  having  carefiilly  consi-  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  contractor  al 
dered  the  circumstances  and  tendency  of  this  the  company's  expense  ;  since  either  the  ser* 
transaction,  condemned  it  in  the  strongest  vice  was  not  dangerous,  aixi  then  the  establish- 
terms,  declaring,  that  they  would  not  permit  mcnt  was  totally  uuneceswiry,  or,  if  it  was  a 
the  contract  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  dangerous  service,  it  was  evidently  the  int*- 
the  contractor  should  think  himself  aggrieved,  rest  of  the  contractor  to  avoid  such  danger^ 
and  take  measures  in  consequence,  by  which  the  and  not  to  luuard  tlie  loss  of  his  ship  or  men, 
company  became  involved  in  loss  or  damage,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  expense  ; 
they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of  and  therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  di«- 
the  council  responsible  for  such  loss  or  damage,  charge  of  the  contractor's  duty  was  inoomp»- 
And  proceed  against  them  accordingly.'' — That  tiblo  with  his  interest, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  or-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further 
den,  which,  the  directors  say,  were  plain  and  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  breach 
unequivoealy  did,  in  Jsuiuary,  1777,  receive  of  tlie  established  rule  of  their  service,  did,  in 
firom  George  Tcmpler,  a  proposal,  essentially  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  contract  with  the 
different  from  the  advertisement  published  by  master  and  deputy-master  attendant  of  the 
the  govemour-gcneral  and  council  for  recciv-  company's  marine  or  pilo^ service  for  supply- 
ing proposals  for  feeding  the  company's  ele^  ing  the  said  marine  with  naval  stores,  and  exe- 
[Giants,  and  did  accept  thereof,  not  only  with-  cuting  the  said  service  for  the  term  of  two 
out  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means  for  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals  ; 
ascertaining  whether  the  said  proposal  was  that  the  use  and  expenditure  of  such  storee, 
the  lowest  that  could  be  offered,  but  with  an-  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot  vessels,  are  ua- 
other  actually  before  the  board,  nearly  30  per  der  the  management,  and  at  the  disposition  of 
cent,  lower  tlum  that  made  by  the  said  George  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office  : 
Templer,  to  whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that  he  is  officially  the  proper  and  regular 
grantiod  a  contract,  in  the  terms  proposed  by  check  upon  the  person  who  furnishes  the  stores, 
the  said  Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  af-  and  bound  by  bis  duty  to  take  care  that  all 
terwards  extend  the  same  to  five  years,  with  contracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly 
new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by  the  and  &ithfully  executed :  that  the  said  Warreo 
■aid  Warren  Hastings,  without  advertising  Hastings,  by  uniting  the  supply  and  the  check 
lor  fi'esh  proposals,  by  which  the  company  in  the  same  hands,  did  not  only  dbobey  the 
were  very  considerable  losers  :— on  all  which  company's  specific  orders,  and  violate  the  fun- 
the  court  of  directors  declared,  ''that  this  damental  rules  and  practice  of  the  service, 
waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitted ;  but  did  overset  the  only  just  and  rational  prin- 
tbat  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had  dii^  ciple,  on  which  this,  and  every  other  service 
regarded  their  authority,  and  disobeyed  their  of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted ; 
orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers  ;"  and  and  did  not  only  subject  the  company's  into- 
they  ordered,  that  the  contract  for  elephants  rest,  in  point  of  expense,  to  fraud  and  colliH 
should  be  annulled ;  and  the  said  directors  fur-  sion,  but  did  thereby  expose  the  navigation  of 
ther  declared,  that  "  if  the  contractor  should  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  hazard  and  dii- 
recover  damages  of  the  company  for  breach  of  tress ;  considering,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
engagement,  they  were  determined,  in  such  master-attendant  to  take  care  that  the  pilot 
case,  to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  vessels  are  constantly  stationed  in  the  roads  to 
members  of  the  board  who  had  presumed,  in  wait  the  arrival  of  the  company's  ships,  espe* 
direct  breach  of  their  orders,  to  prefer  the  in-  cially  in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  thej 
terest  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  com-  shotUd  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  tho 
Mny." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sea ;  whereas  it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of 
in  the  year  1777,  conclude  with  ^— —  Forde  the  contractor,  in  the  firet  instance,  to  equ^ 
a  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for  the  pilotage  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  as  possible,  and 
of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of  afterwards  to  expose  tliero  as  little  as  poasible 
the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions  of  to  any  service,  in  which  the  stores  to  be  re- 
robbers  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  further  placed  by  him  might  be  lost  or  consumed ;  and 
disobedience  of  the  company's  orders  respect-  finally,  that  in  June,  1779,  the  said  contract 
ing  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and  was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendaiit« 
with  a  considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  further 
company  : — that  the  fiirming  out  the  defence  period  of  two  years  from  the  expiration  of  tho 
of  a  country  to  a  contractor,  being  wholly  un-  first,  without  advertising  for  propoeala.  That 
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I  doM  not  appear  that  any  of  the  preceding  reef.    Tltat  the  court  of  directors,  aa  goon  as 

oootracta  have  been  annulled,  or  the  charges  they  were  advised  of  the  first  appointment  of 

ittwnding  any  of  them  abated,  or  that  the  court  the  said  agency,  declared  that  tboy  considered 

of  directors  have  ever  taken  any  measures  to  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  as  an  ample 

eonpd  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  indem-  compensation  to  the  agent ;  and  did  positivdy 

lify  the  company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  Order,  that,  according  to  the  engagement  of 

of  the  preceding  loss  incurred  by  the  con-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  **  the  commission 

iracts.  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent,  should  be 

That  in  the  year  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  reduced    to  20  per  cent."     That  the  said 

faigs  did  recommend  and  appoint  John  Belli,  John  Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund  any 

at  that  time  his  private  secretary,  to  be  agent  part  of  the  profits  he  had  received,  or  to  sub* 

for  supplying  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  mit  to  a  diminution  of  those  which  he  was 

with rictualling stores :  that  the  stores  were  still  to  receive;  and  that  the  said  Warrert 

to  be  purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  Hastings  hss  never  made  good  his  own  volun« 

eiHnpany  ;  and  that  the  said  agent  was  to  be  tary  and  solemn  engagement  to  the  court  of 

allowed  a  commission,  or  per  centage,  for  his  directors  herein  above  mentioned  :  and  as  his 

risk  and  trouble:  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  fkilure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a 

what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  compensa-  breach  of  faith  to  the  company,  so  his  per* 

lion  for  the  agent,  the  govemour-general  and  formance  of  such  engagement,  if  he  had  per- 

eouncil  agreed  to  consult  some  of  the  princi-  formed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge  him- 

pal  merchants  of  Calcutta :    that  the   mer-  self  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought 

chants,  so  consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  to  be  taken  as  presumptive  evidence  of  a  con- 

fhaC  SO  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  nection  between  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

Hores  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  to  and  the   said   agent,  his  private  secretary ; 

the  agent :  that,  nevertheless,  the  said  War»  which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  govomour 

ren  Hastings,  supported  by  the  vote  and  con-  acting  in  behalf  of  the  company,  and  a  con> 

corrence  of  Richsurd  Barwell,  then  a  member  tractor  making  terms  with  such  govemour  for 

of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose  and  carry  the  execution  of  a  public  service. 

it,  that  90  per  cent,  per  annum,  should  be  al-  That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract 

krwed  upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the  herein    before    mentioned  for  supplying  tho 

a^eot :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  pro-  army   with  draught  and  carriage    bul lucks, 

Cassed,  that  "  he  preferred  an  agency  to  a  con-  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Er* 

tract  for  this  service ;  because,  if  it  were  per-  nest  Alexander  Johnson  for  tluree  years,  the 

fi>n»ed  by  contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose  and  carry 

and  the  world  would  know  what  provision  was  it  in  council,  that  a  new  contract 'should  be 

•ade  (or  the  defence  of  the  fort ;"  as  if  its  be-  made  on  a  new  plain,  and  that  an  ofibr  thereof 

hig  publicly  known,  that  the  fort  was  well  pro-  should  be  made  to  Richard  Johnson,  brother 

tided  for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  and  executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without 

SBsmy  to  attack  it.     That  in  August,  1779,  'advertising  for  proposals,  for  the  term  o(  Jim 

b  defiance  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  him-  ytan  :  that  this  offer  was  vohmiarUy  accepted 

self  for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract,  the  by  the  said  Richard  Johnson,  who  at  the  same 

said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  time,  desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  con« 

it,  that  the  agency  should  be  converted  into  a  tracts  should  be  made  out  in  the  name  of 

csnlrocC,  to  be  granted  to  the  said  John  Belli,  Cliarles  Crof\e8,  the  company's  accountant 

without  advertising  for  proposals,  and  fixed  for  and  sub-treasurer  at  Fort  William  :  that  the 

the  term  of  five  years,  "  pretending  that  he  said  Charles  Crofles  offered  the  said  Richard 

1>ad  received  frequent  remonstrances  from  the  Johnson  as  one  of  his  securities  for  the  per^ 

nid  agent  concerning  the  heavy  losses  and  in-  formance  of  the  said  contract,  who  wss  ac- 

eoBveniences,  to  which  he  was  subjected  by  cepted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; 

the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency ;"  notwitb*  and  that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor, 

Standing  it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at  the  contract  for  victualling  the  Europeans 

Ihs  board,  that,  on  a  supply  of  about  37,000/.  serving  at  the  presidency  was  added  to  and 

as  had  already  drawn  a  commission  of  22,000/.  united  with  that  for  furnishing  bullocks,  and 

lad  upwards.     That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  fixed  for  the  same  period  ;  that  this  extensioo 

iags  pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  by  the  of  the  period  of  the  said  contracts  was  not 

t$mi  ef  direetwej  the  prq/tu  arising  from  the  compensated  by  a  diminution  in  the  charge  to 

•gtney  should  he  paid  irUo  the  company's  frets'  be  incurred  by  the  company  on  that  account, 

larf  %nd  appropriated  as  the  court  should  di*  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 


170                                     ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

the  diarge  was  immoderately  increased  by     property,  hit  object  was  to  porduuM  the  at> 
the  new  contracts ;    insomuch   that   is  was     tachment  of  a  number  of  individuals,  and  to 
proved,  by  statements  and  computations  pro-     Ibrm  a  party  capable  of  supporting  and  pro- 
duced at  the  board,  that  the  increase  on  the  tecting  him  in  return.                                      , 
rictuailing    contract   would,  in    five   years  That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  tha  tamo 
amount  to  40,000/. ;  and  that  the  increase  on  principles,  it  appears,  that  excessive  salariea 
the  bullock  contract,  in  the  same  period,  would  and  emoluments,  at  the  East-India  company^ 
amount    to    above    four    hundred    thousand  charge  and  expense,  have  been  lavished  by  the 
pounds :   that,  when  this,   and   many    other  aaid  Warren  Hastings  to  sundry  individuals, 
weighty    objections    against   the   terms    of  contrary  to  the  general  principles  of  his  dutj, 
the  said  contracts  were  urged  in  council  to  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  positive  or- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  declared,  that  ders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;   particularly, 
he  ahould  deliver  a  reply  thereto ;  but  it  does  that  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  court  of 
not  appear,  that  he  did  ever  deliver  such  a  re-  proprietors  of  the  East  India  company,  and 
ply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of  any  by  an  instruction  of  the  court  of  directors,  il 
part  of  his  conduct  in  this  transaction.     Thi^  was  provided,  and    expressly  ordered,   that 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  1773,  by  which  the  there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John  Cla- 
first  gov«9mour-general  and  council  were  ap-  vering    "  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounde 
pointed,  did  expressly  limit  the  duration  of  sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  his  services  as 
their  office  to  the  term  of  five  years,  which  conunander-in-chief,    in    lieu    of  travelling 
expired  in  October,  1779,  and  that  the  several  charges,  and   of  all  other  advantages    and 
contracts ,  herein  before  mentioned,  were  grant-  ranoluments  whatever :"  and  whereas  the  couit 
ed  in  September,  1779,  and  were  made  to  of  directors  positively  ordered,  that  the  late 
cootinue>it;«  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  ''  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  receive  the  some  pay 
government,  by    which  they  were  granted ;  as  commander-in-chief  of  their  forces  in  In- 
that  by  this  anticipation  the  discretion  and  dia,  as  was  received  by  Lieutenant  General 
judgment  of  the  succeeding  government,  re-  Sir    John    Clavering ;"— the    said   Warm 
specting  the  subject-matter  of  such  contracts,  Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  short  time 
was  taken  away,  and  any  correction  or  im-  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did 
provement    therein    rendered    impracticable,  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  a  new 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  might  have  establishment  shouki  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre 
been  justified  by  the  rules  and  practice,  or  by  Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  expense  would 
the  necessity  of  the  public  service,  in  binding  be  incurred  by  the  India  company  to  the 
the  government  by  engagements  to  endure  one  amount  of  ei^teen  thousand  pounds  a  year 
jrear  after  the  expiration  of  his  own  office ;  but  and  upwards,  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to 
on  no  principles  could  he  be  justified  in  ex-  his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year,  pro- 
tending such  engagements  beyond  the  term  of  vided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a  mem- 
one  year,  much  less  on  the  principles  he  has  her  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of 
avowed,  namely,  *'  that  it  was  only  an  act  of  '  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  six  thousand 
oommon  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man  pounds  a  year  as  commander-in-chief,  appoiotp- 
eofineeled  toith  ^'m,  as  far  as  he  legally  couUI,  ed  for  him  by  the  company,  and  expressly  fix 
from  the  apprehension  of  future  oppression."  ed  to  that  amount. 

That  the  oppression,  to  which  such  apprehen-  That  the  disobedience  and  breadi  of  trust, 

sion,  if  real,  must  allude,  could  only  consist  of  which  the  said  Warren   Hastings    vras 

in,  and  arise  out  of  the  obedience,  which  he  guilty  in  this  transaction,  is  hi^ly  aggravated 

(eared  a  future  government  might  pay  to  the  by  the   following   circumstances   connected 

orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  by  making  all  with  it:  that  from  the  death  of  Sir  John 

oontracts  annual,  and  advertising  for  propcwals  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 

pid>licly  and  indifferently  from  all  persons  Bengal,  the  provisional  command  of  the  anay 

whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen  tfaiiat  such  had  devolved  to,  and  been  vested  in,  Brigadier 

beneficial  contracts  would  not  be  constantly  General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer  oo 

held  by  men  eormeeted  toith  fctm,  the    said  that  establishment :  that  in  this  capacity,  and 

Warren  Hastings :  that  this  declaration  made  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared, 

by  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs,  combined  with  '*  standing  no  way  distinguished  firom  the  other 

all  the  circumstances  of  these  transactions,  officers  in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  sue- 

leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  disobeying  cession  to  the  first  place  on  the  list,**  he,  tha 

the  company's  orders,  and  betraying  the  trust  said  Giles  Stibbert,  had,  by  the  recommendai-  . 

•vpof  ed  in  him  as  gusirdian  of  the  company's  ti(m  and  procurement  of  the  said  Warrea 
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I,  received  tnd  enjoyed  a  talftry,  snd  the  18th  of  October,  1780,  did  condeom  and 
allowaoces,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  prohibit  the  continuation  of  the  allowancet 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  poundi  above-mentioned  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the 
twelve  ifaillings  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  following  ivords  :  "  these  allowances  appear 
Cooi),  eooo  after  his  arrival,  represented  to  to  us  in  a  light  so  very  extraordinary,  aiid  so 
iIh  board,  that  a  considerable  part  of  those  al-  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the 
lowaacct,  amounting  to  S^ZfOl.  lOi.  per  an-  general  court  of  proprietors  respecting  the 
sum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  as  com-  allowance  made  to  General  Clavering,  that 
mander-in-chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  we  positively  direct,  that  they  be  discontinued 
India ;  and  stating,  that  the  said  Giles  Stib-  immediately,  and  no  part  tliere<^  paid  after 
krt  could  no  longer  be  considered  as  com-  the  receipt  of  this  letter."  That  on  the  27th 
■indsr^in-chief  under  the  presidency  of  Fort  ofApril,  1781, the  govemour-general  and  coun- 
Williaa,  made  a  formal  demand  of  the  some,  cil,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  directors, 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  re-  did  signify  the  same  to  the  commissary  gene- 
dodag  the  allowances  of  the  said  Giles  Stib-  ral,  as  an  instruction  to  him,  that  the  oxtraor- 
JMrt  to  the  establishment  at  which  they  stood  dinary  allowances  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ahould 
dnring  General  Clavering*s  command,  and  for  be  di$continuedf  and  no  part  thertof  paid  after 
the  continuance  of  which,  after  Sir  Eyre  f^  day ;  that  it  appears,  nevertheless,  that 
CeoCe*s  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pretence,  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to  above 
"^♦iirrr*  the  allowances  of  thirteen  thousand  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were 
•i|bt  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  continued  to  be  charged  to  the  vizier,  and 
d^lingn  per  annum  to  the  said  Giles  Stib-  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance  of  the  or- 
bsrt ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  ap-  ders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  in  defiance  of 
psese  and  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  said  Sir  the  consequent  resolution  of  the  govemour- 
Ejrs  Coote,  did  create  for  him  that  new  esta-  general  and  coimcil ;  and  in  contradiction  to 
t,  herein  before  specified,  of  eighteen  the  terms  of  the  original  motion,  made  by  the 
pounds  per  annum  ;  insomuch,  that  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  adding  those  allow- 
of  the  allowance  of  six  Ounuctnd  ances  to  the  debit  of  the  vizier,  viz.  "  that 
imyeaTf  in  tieu  of  travelling  charges  and  they  should  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  re- 
ef aU  emolununti  and  aUovoancta  whatsoever,  turn  to  the  Cartunnassa."  That  Sir  Eyre 
to  which  the  pay  and  allowances  of  command-  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 
er-i»<hief  were  expressly  limited  by  the  August,  1780,  and  must  have  crossed  the  Ca- 
mited  act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  rumnassa,  in  his  return  from  Oude,  some 
powers  of  the  company,  the  annual  charge  to  weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on  the  vizier, 
be  heme  by  the  company  on  that  account  was  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased, 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  That  it  appears  that  the  said  allowances  were 
sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  two  continued  to  be  charged  against  the  vizier,  and 
and  seventeen  pounds  ten  shillings  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  three  years  after, 
tterlittf .  even  while  he  was  serving  in  the  Camatick, 
**  That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  and  that  this  vras  done  by  the  sole  autlfority 
iui  Warren  Hastings  did  move  and  carry  it  and  private  command  of  the  said  Warren 
m  eooneil,  that  the  resident  at  the  vizier's  Hastings. 

eoort  sbonld  be  furnished  with  an'  account  of  That    the   East    India   company    havmg 

aU  Che  extra  allowances  and  charges  of  the  thought  proper  to  create  the  office  of  advocate- 

r-in-chief  when  in  the  field,  with  general  in  Bengal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  John 

to  add  the  same  to  the  debit  of  the  vi-  Day  to  that  office,  it  was  resolved  by  a  gene- 

,  as  a  part  of  his  general  subsidy «  ral  court  of  proprietors,  that  a  salary  of  S,000t 

to  commence  fi^m  the  day  on  which  a  year  should  be  allowed  to  the  said  Sir  John 

shall  pass  the  Carumnassa,  and  to  IHy,  in  full  eon»deration  of  all  demands  and 

till  his  return  to  the  same  line."  aUowanesM  whatsotver  for  his  services  to  the 

That  this  additional  expense,  imposed  by  the  company  at  ths  presidency  of  Fort  fVUliam  : 

Warren  Hastings  on  the  vizier,  was  un-  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless, 

.-  .  .  .  -  .....  ...  A  M*        •      »  ^     »^ 1 •  — _•     •_    T> I 


JMt  in  itself,  and  a  breach  of  treaty  with  that  shortly  after  Sir  John  Day's  arrival  m  Bengal, 

srwoe,  the  specific  amount  of  the  subsidy  to  did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  salary 

W  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty,  and  allowances  to  six  thousand  pounds  a  year, 

to  which  no  addition  could  justly  be'  made,  but  in  direct  disobedience  to  the  resolution  of  tha 


u  the 
That  the 


previous  requisition  of  the   vizier,     court  of  proprietors,  and  of  the  order  of  tbn 
9  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of     court  of  directors :  that  the  directors,  as  soo 
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M  they  ^ero  informed  of  this  proceeding,  de- 
clared, « that  they  held  UumHlvea  bound  by 
the  resolution  of  the  g^'neral  court,  and  that 
they  could  not  ailowr  it  to  be  disregarded  by 
the  company's  servants  in  India  f  and  order- 
ed that  the  increased  allowances  should  be 
forthwith  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  hav- 
ing first  thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of^  the  court  of  directors,  to  stop 
tlie  extraordinary  allowance,  which  he  had 
granted  to  Sir  John  Day,  did  afterwards  re- 
solve, that  the  allowance,  which  had  been 
struck  off,  should  be  repaid  to  him,  upon  his 
signing  an  obligation  to  refund  the  amount 
which  he  might  receive,  in  case  the  directors 
should  confirm  their  former  orders,  already 
twice  given  :  that  in  this  transaction,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of 
the  company,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of 
the  directors,  and  exposed  the  company  to  the 
risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering,  at  a  distant 
period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a 
sum  of  money,  which  they  had  positively  or^ 
dered  him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the 
death  of  Colonel  Monson,  the  whole  power  of 
the  government  of  Fort  William  devolved  to 
the  govemour  and  one  member  of  the  council ; 
and  that  from  that  time  the  govemour-general 
and  council  have  generally  consisted  of  an 
even  number  of  persons,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  casting  voice  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  the  decision 
of  all  questions.  That  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1776,  the  whole  civil  establishment  of  the 
said  government  did  not  exceed  205,399/.  per 
aimum;  that  in  the  year  1783,  the  said  dvil 
establishment  had  been  increased  to  the  enor- 
mous annual  sum  of  927,945/.  That  such  in- 
crease in  the  civil  establishment  could  not 
have  taken  place,  if  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, who  was  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
with  the  power  annexed  to  the  casting  voice, 
had  not  actively  promoted  the  said  increase, 
which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  prevented :  that  by  such 
immoderate  waste  of  the  property  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  by  such  scandalous  breach  of  his 
fidelity  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  the 
attachment  and  support  of  a  multitude  of  indi- 
viduals, by  whose  united  interest,  influence, 
and  intrigues,  he  hoped  to  be  protected  against 
any  future  inquiry  into  his  conduct :  that  it 
was  of  itself  highly  criminal  in  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  to  have  so  wasted  the  property 
of  the  East^India  eompany»  and  that  the  pur^ 


pose  to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  grMt 
aggravation  of  that  crime.  That  among  thm 
various  instances  cf  profusion,  by  which  thm 
civil  establishment  of  Fort  William  was  iiH 
creased  to  the  enormous  annual  sum  bereio 
before  mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  salt  offios 
was  created  of  six  commissioners,  whose  aiH 
nual  emoluments  were  as  follows :  viz. 

President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum 

18,480C 
1st  member       ....    13,100/. 

2d  do ii,4eor. 

3d    do 13,1831. 

4th  do.    .        .        .        .        .      6,2671. 

6th  do 10,3071. 


72,8071. 

That  a  b«>ard  of  revenue  was  created  by  dw 
said  Warren  Hastings,  convisting  of  fife 
commissioners,  whose  annual  emoltUMBli 
were  as  follows  r  viz. 

Ist  member,  per  annum     •        .  10,9601. 

2d    do 9,1001. 

3d    do 9,100/. 

4th  do 9,000(. 

6th  do. 9,000/. 


47,350/. 


That  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  first 
ber  of  the  said  boazd,  did  not  execute  the  du- 
ties, though  he  received  the  emoluments,  of 
the  said  office ;  having  acted,  fbr  the  greatest 
part  of  the  time,  as  ambassadour  to  Madajeo 
Scindia,  with  a  further  salary  of  4,280/.  • 
year ;  making  in  all,  15,230/.  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  create 
an  office  of  agent  victualler  to  the  garrison  of 
Fort  William,  whose  profits,  on  an  average 
of  three  years,  were  15,970/.  per  annum: 
that  this  agency  was  held  by  the  post-maslei^ 
general,  who,  in  that  capacity,  received 
2,200/.  a  year  from  the  company,  and  who 
was  actually  no  higher  than  a  writer  in  the 
service :  the  person  who  held  these  lucrative 
offices,  viz.  John  Belli,  was  private  secretnj 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a 
nominal  office  of  resident  at  Goa,  where  die 
company  never  had  a  resident,  nor  business  of 
any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  said  nonl- 
nal  offico  to  a  person,  who  was  not  a  cote* 
nanted  servant  of  the  company,  with  an  eUon^ 
ance  of  4^80/.  a  year. 
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Tbat  thate  initancM  are  prooft  of  a  crimi-  been  ordered  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 

tal  profiiuon  and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  said  agent,  did  report  to  the  govemour-general 

ladia  company  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  council,  that  he  found  them  to  be  eorrtct  m 
Older  whose  government,  and  by  means  of    the  addUions  and  ealculatioiu;und  that  ihenibn 

wboee  special  power,  derived  from  the  etPset  said  Larkins  adds  the  following  declaraticm : 

of  his  casting  voice,  all  the  said  waste  and  "  the  agent  being  upon  honour  with  respect  to 

profusion  did  take  place.  the  sums  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  cost 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  of  the  articles  supplied,  I  did  not  think  my- 

the  court  of  directors  affirm,  the  compear  self  authorized  to  require  any  voucher  of  the 

were  in  tht  utmoat  dietrtn  for  money  y  and  a^>  sums  charged  for  the  demurrage  of  sloopa, 

aesT  every  department  in  arrear^  and  when  it  either  as  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rate 

ippears  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  and  of  the  charge,  or  of  those  for  the  articles  iMt 

urgent  want  of  grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  in  going  down  the  river ;  and  on  that  ground 

•aid  Warren  Hastings  did  accept  of  a  propo-  I  thought  myself  equally  bound  to  admit  the 

nl  made  to  him  by  James  Peter  Auriol,  then  sums  acknowledged  as  received  for  the  sales 

Mcretary  to  the  council,  to  supply  the  presi-  of  goods  returned,  without  requiring  vouchers 

dsncy  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and  other  of  Uie  rates  at  which  they  were  sold."     That, 

irticles,  and  did  appoint  the  said  Auriol  to  be  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastinga 

tbe  agent  for  supplying  all  the  other  presiden-  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 

dee  with  those  articles  :  that  the  said  Warren  duty  in  ^  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the 

Hastings  declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  company's  money,  and  in  subjecting  the  com- 

t^wintment  **  was  most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  pany  to  a  profusion  of  expense,  at  all  timet 

hy  a  liberal  consideration  of  it,"  and  there-  wholly  unjustifiable,  but  particularly  at  the 

fere  allowed  the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of  time  when  that  expense  was  incurred.     That 

15  per  cent,  on  the  whole  of  his  disbursements ;  the    said  Warren    Hastings  was  guilty  of 

thereby  rendering  it  the  direct  interest  of  the  breach  of  orders,  as  well  as  breach  of  trust,  in 

nid  Auriol  to  make  his  disbursements  as  not  advertising  generally  for  proposals ;  in 

great  as  possible ;  that  the  chance  of  capture  not  contracting  indifferently  for  the  supplies 

bjr  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be  with  such  merchants  as  might  offer  to  furnish 

■t  tbe  risk  of  the  India  company,  and  not  of  them  cm  the  lowest  terms ;  in  giving  an  enor* 

Ike  said  Auriol ;  that  the  said  Warren  Hast-  mous  commission  to  an  agent,  and  that  com- 

iip  declared  personally  to  the  said  Auriol,  mission  not  confined  to  the  prime  cost  of  the 

"  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  articles,  but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of 

his  kmg  and  &ithful  services."    That  the  his  charges;  in  accepting  of  the  Aonour  of  the 

presideot  and  council  of  Bombay  did  remon-  said  agent  as  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  cost 

Urate  against  what  they  called  the  enormoue  of  the  articles  supplied,  and  for  all  charge* 

mumnt  of  ehargoe  of  the  rice,  with  which  whatever,  on  whidi  his  commission  was  to  be 

Aey  were  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be  computed ;  and  finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative 

■as  rupees  a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they  agency  for  the  supply  of  a  distressed  and 

tksmselvee  could  l^ve  contracted  for  its  de-  starving  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretary 

dvery  at  Bombay,  fi>ee  of  all  risk  and  charges,  of  state,  whose  labours  in  that  capacity  ought 

■I  five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  bag;  to  have  been  rewarded  by  an  avowed  public 

lad  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  distress  aalary,  and  not  otherwise.    That,  after  the 

lad  demand  was  greatest,  the  supplies  of  grain  first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expired,  the 

by  private  traders,  charged  to  the  company,  aaid  Warren  Hastings  did  agree,  that  for  the 

were  nineteen  per  cent,  cheaper  than  that  fiiture  the  commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said 

•applied  by  the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the  agMit  should  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent., 

risk  of  the  eea,  and  of  capture  by  the  enemy,  which  the  govemour-general  and  council  then 

That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  directors,  declared  to  be  lAs  cuaiomary  amou3»t  drawn  by 

that  the  agent's  commission  on  a  supply  of  a  merehante ;  but  that,  even  in  this  reduction  of 

tmgle  year  (the  said  commission  being  not  the  commission,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

tmiy  charged  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  rice,  was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  in  fact 

hot  also  on  the  fivight,  and  on  all  other  charges)  reduce  the  commission  from  15  to  5  per  cent., 

would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six  having  immediately  aAer  resolved,  that  he,  the 

ftffif^yyf  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  agent,  should  be  allowed  the  current  intereat 

ly  tbe  said  Arnold  himself  is  admitted  to  of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draughts  on  the  trea- 

imoont  to  18,292/.:  that  William  Larkins,  the  sury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until  they 

weoaptant^general  at  Fort  William,  having  ihouki  be  completely  liquidated ;  that  the  le> 
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tru^A  ti^  mtxrvi  ut/>  vidi  the 

tiffi  «WjK«rv«r,  '>«  aar  n'l'imf  or  pntcaeB  ■■  th»  nii  Warren  HasOBfs  biaMelf 

vfctf»>«T«r.     TbttE  ui  dw  refoiiflUif  act  paw  aarwad  •■  aaochcr  fWTMif,  "  paipers  may  b« 

•4  m  'he  jev  I77S,  wkkk  ipy  mmw\  the  aaid  fagiuA,  aai  wkkia.**  Bai;  *PP*><^ 

Warren  Har'nipi  Eaqnire,  pj^wiii  ^lut  l»  anoc  ifcgi  vet  it  anat  alwars  be 

ril  </ F'>rt  Wiilbfli  n  Boi^  a  Mlary  cT  bmi^  to^cccct  the  frkitr  of  aBjibreedi 

tt/XOf.  a  Tearra  «paidbtiatwd  figr  hoB,  to  pi  niw-iiit  W  rTiwming  the  wit 


wfckh  the  cwnt «/  difsctora  added,  "  thai  ha     iy,a«d  BBhjiiiiia|thf  toaiidiw<^ I 

AooVi  ^njoj  tlieir  priarrpai  hoofcay  with  the     rtrmiaarioa,  in  which  caae,  if  friae,  thrj  wfl] 


plile  aivj  f'lmttare,  hoch  in  14wb  aad  eoantrr,  aal  be  ahie  to  twneteic  in  ooe  refoJar 

fcaf/rce."    Tinx  the  aaae  bw  which  created  aiaiaat  atcry.* 

Ibe  <^fice  vyJ  prorrided  the  aaiarj  of  the  aaid  Whereas,  if  ao  adrantafe  be  takes  of  audi 

Warren  Hantin^t ,  dyl  expreaatj,  aad  in  the  particnlariir  in  the  charfe  to  detect  the  &]ae> 

dearest  awJ  m'Mt  eoaprchaniTe  tcma  that  hood  thereof,  and  if  no  atlrfit  to  diaproTc 


eooM  be  dTTiMd,  profadMt  hini  from  leceirinf     it,  and  no  deience  whatercr  be  made,  a  pre* 
ny  prevent,  ^,  or  doaati<Mif  in  any  manner,     aampcioB  juatly  and  reaaooablj  arises  in 


0r  OB  any  acerMnt  whataoerer ;  and  that  the  voor  of  the  truth  of  such  charge.     That  the 

nid  Warren  Hastinfi  perlecclj  imdentood  aaid  Warren  TTlinfei,  instead  of  offering  any 

the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  bindinf  thing  in  hii  defence,  declared,  that  Ac  wtmld 

hm  of  tills  prohibition,  befere  he  accepted  of  not  m^tr  Numdeomtr  fa  ^fipt^  hefan  Che 

the  office,  to  which    it  was  annexed.     He  ftonrd  as  At«  aeemtr.     That  he  attempted  to 

hsew,  and  had  declared,  that  Am  profubUwn  indict  hia  aaid  accuser  for  a  conspiracy,  in 

WW  potiHve  and  deeimce ;  that  ii  admitted  which   he  fiuled ;  and   that  the  aaid  R^jah 

neUher  of  r^ftnenunt  w  mtMcoiutnielion ;  and  Nnndcomar  was  aoon  after,  and  while   hia 

tkatt  in  hi*  «ffin»4m,  an  oppomAon  woald  be  to  charge  against  the  aaid  Warren   Hasting 

iiteuT  the  penalty .  was  depending  before  the  council,  indicted  opoo 

That,  notwithstanding  the  eorenants  and  an  English  p«nal  sutute,  vdiich  does  not  ex* 

engagements  abore  mentiooed,  it  ^ypears  in  tend  eren  to  Scotland,  before  the  aupreme 

the  recor^Jed  proceedings  of  the  goreroonr-  comt  of  judicature,  for  an  offence  said  to  bare 

general  and  council  of  Fort  William,  that  been  committed   several  years   before,  and 

nmdry  charges  hare  been  brought  against  the  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was 

said  Warren  Hastings  for  gifts  or  presents  coodenmed   and   executed.     That    the  eri- 

eorroptly  taken  by  him  before  the  promulga-  dance  of  this  man,  not  baring  been  eocoonter- 

tion  of  the  act  of  1773,  in  India,  and  that  ed  at  the  time  when  it  might  and  ought  to 

these  charges  were  produced  at  the  council  bare  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  r^ 

board  in  presence  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  mains  justly  in  force  against  him,  and  is  not 

jags:  that,  in  March,  1775,  the  late  Rajah  abated  by  the  capital  punishment  of  the  said 

Mmdcomar,  a  natire  Hindoo,  of  the  hi^MMt  Nundcoinar,  but  rather  confirmed  by  the  time 

OMt  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  and  circumstances  in  which  the  accuser  of  the 

■oeiety  by  the  offices  which  he  had  hekl  under  aaid  Warren  Hastings  suffered  death.     That 

the  country  grvremment,  did  lay  before  the  one  of  the  offices,  for  which  a  part  of  the 
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■bore  mentiooed  u  stated  to  hare  tboogfat  neceaury  to  be  made  at  f  ome  timo 

paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastingti  was  or  other  ;  and  which  be  would  be  thought  to 

giTeo  by  bim  to  Munny  Begum,  the  widow  of  have  deferred  to  a  period  more  suitable  and 

Uw  late  Myr  Jaffier,  nabob  of  Bengal,  wboae  conyenient  than  that  in  which  the  (acts  wera 

MB,  by  aaocher  woman,  holds  that  title  atpr^  recent,  and  other  charges  of  the  same  naturt 

saoti     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  bad  against  him  was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  tha 

instructed  by  the  court  directors  of  the  minds  of  men. 

India  company  to  appoint  a  minister  to        That  on  the  SOth  of  March,  1775,  a  mem- 

the  political  affairs  of  the  goyem-  ber  of  the  council  produced  and  laid  belbre 

it,  and   to  select  for  that  purpose  some  the  board  a  petition  from  Mir   Zein  Abul 

well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  go-  Dheen,  (formerly  farmer  of  a  district,  and  who 

t,  to  be  minister  and  guardian  of  the  had  been  in  crniitable  stations)  setting  forth 

Hibob'a  minority."    That,  for  these  officea,  that  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n,   then   phousdar  of 

■ad  for  the  execution  of  the  several  duties  Houghly,  had  obuined  that  office  from  tho 

MoMginf  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  said  Warren  Hastings,  with  a  salary  of  sev^ 

•elected  and  appointed  the  said  Munny  Bo-  enty-two  thousand  sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and 

«■,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  that  the  said  phousdar  had  given  a  recsipt  of 

■Kapable  of,  such  offices,  and  restrained  fi>om  bribe  to  the  p<Unm  of  the  ct/y,  meaning  W^^ 

in  audi  capacities  by  her  necessary  so-  ren  Hastings,  to  pay  him  annually  tUrty-cix 

from  the  world,  and  retirement  in  a  thousand  rupees  a  year,  and  also  to  his  bi^ 
That  a  considerable  deficiency  or  yan,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four  thousand  rupees  a 
lement  appearing  in  this  woman's  ao>  yo&r,  out  of  the  salaiy  above  mentioned.   That 
of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she  volun-  by  the  S5th  article  of  the  instructions  given  to 
ttfilj  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  seal,  the  govemour-general  and  council,  they  are  di- 
Ifait  ahe  had  given  15,000/.  to  the  said  War-  rected  "  immediately  to  cause  the  strictest  in- 
ns Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  do-  quiry  to  be  made  into  all  oppressions  whidi 
daimtion  corresponds  with  and  confirms  that  might  have  been  committed  either  against  the 
part  of  the  charge  produced  by  Rajah  Nund-  natives  or   Europeans,  and   into  all  abusaa 
coonr,  to  which  it  relates.     That  neither  this,  that  might  have  prevailed  in  the  collection  of 
■or  any  other  part  of  the  said  charge,   has  the  revenues,  oi'  any  part  of  the  civil  govem- 
besB  at  any  time  directly  denied  or  disputed  ment  of  the  presidency,  and  to  communicate 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  made  to  the  directors  all   information  which  they 
to  bis  free,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  ao-  might  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  to 
eawd  by  his  colleagues)  who  were  appointed  any  dissipation  or  embeizlement  of  the  com- 
by  parliament  at  the  same  time  with  himself,  puiy's    money."    That   the  above    petition 
if  peeulation  of  every  sort.     That  instead  of  and  instruction  having  been  read  in  council, 
praiDoCiBf  a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  it  was  moved  that  the  petitioner  should  be  or- 
Iba  dearimce  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  dered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  make  good  his 
4ki  repeatedly  endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  charge.     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  de- 
tU  iaqairy,  by  attempting  to  dissolve  the  clared,  *'  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  pur- 
SMOtiags  of  the  council,  at  which  such  char-  pose  of  the  majority  to  make  him  the  sole  ob- 
fSB  were  produced,  and  by  other  means ;  and  ject  of  their  personal  attacks.    That  they  bad 
bss  not  since  takMi  any  steps  to  disprove  or  taken  their  line  and  might  pursue  it.    That  ba 
rsfiito   the  same.    Tl»t    the  said  Warren  should  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this 
Hascinfs,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1775,  transaction,  but  as  they  would  be  equally  np^ 
■■orsd  the  court  of  directors,  **  that  it  was  plicable  to  many  othere^  which  in  the  course  of 
his  fixed  determination  most  fully  and  liberally  this  business  were  likely  to  be  brought  before 
to  oplaiB  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  the  board,  be  shouki  say  no  more  on  the  sub- 
€■  the  points  on  whidi  he  had  been  injuri-  ject ;"  and  he  objected  to  the  motion.     That 
oosly  arraigned,  and  to  afford  them  the  clear-  by  the  preceding  declaration  the  said  Warrsa 
Mt  eoarictioo  of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  Hastings  did  admit,  that  many  other  charges 
proprietyof  his  motives  for  declining  a  present  were  likely  to  be  brought  against  him,  and 
dsfosea  of  it;"  and  having  never  since  given  that  such  charges  would  bo  of  a  similar  an- 
te  the  court  of   directors  any  explanation  ture  to  the  first,  viz.  a  corrupt  bargaining  for 
whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal  ex-  the  disposal  of  a  great  office,  since  hedechunsd 
plsaation  be  had  promised  so  repeatedly,  has  that  his  remarks  on  that  transaction  would  ba 
tbwsby  abandoned  even  that  late  and  pro-  equally  applicable  to  the  rest;  and  that,  by o^ 
traded  dsfsace,  which  he  himself  most  have  jecting  to  the  motion  for  iHe  personal  tttsad 
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•1100  of  the  accuser,  he  resitted  and  disobeyed  to  the  maniiers  either  of  Hindoos  or  MusmI- 
the  company's  instructions ;  and  did,  as  far  as  men ;  and  that  if,  under  such  pretences  the 
depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obstruct  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking  an 
and  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  charge.  That  oath,  when  examined  by  the  govemour  and 
In  so  doing  he  fiiiled  in  his  duty  to  the  compsF*  council,  all  the  inquiries  pointed  out  to  them 
ny ;  he  disobeyed  their  express  orders,  and  did  by  the  company's  instructions  might  stop,  or 
iMve  the  charge  against  himself  without  a  be  defeated.  That  no  valid  reason  was,  or 
reply,  and  even  without  a  denial ;  and  with  could  be  assigned,  why  the  said  phousdar 
tlMit  unavoidable  presumption  against  his  in-  should  not  be  examined  on  oath  \  that  the 
nocence,  which  lies  against  every  person  ao-  charge  was  not  against  himself:  wad  that,  if 
cused,  who  not  only  refuses  to  plead,  but,  as  any  questions  had  been  put  to  him  tending  tc 
frr  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  make  him  accuse  himself,  he  might  have  de* 
examination  of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  dined  to  answer  them.  That,  if  he  could  have 
inquiry  into  the  truth  of  it.  That  the  motion  safely  sworn  to  the  innocence  of  the  said  War- 
having  been  nevertheless  carried,  the  said  ren  Hastings,  from  whom  he  received  his  em- 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  day  fi>llowing,  ployment,  be  was  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well 
declare,  **  that  be  could  not  sit  to  be  confront-  as  justice,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to 
ed  with  such  accusers,  nor  suffer  a  judicial  have  consented  to  be  examined  on  oath.  Thai 
inqniry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board  of  which  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been  support* 
be  was  president ;  and  declared  the  meeting  ed  and  abetted  in  his  refusal  by  the  said  War^ 
of  the  board  dissolved."  That  the  board  ren  Hastings  himself,  whose  character  and 
continued  to  sit  and  examine  witnesses,  ser-  honour  were  immediately  at  stake,  the  whole 
rants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath  and  written  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  charge 
evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand  and  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against 
seal  of  the  phousdar,  all  directly  tending  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occa- 
prove  the  charge ;  viz.  that  out  of  the  salary  sion  recurred  to  the  declaration  he  had  be- 
of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a  year  paid  fore  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  "  that  he 
by  the  company,  the  said  phousdar  received  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every 
bat  thirty-two  thousand,  and  that  the  remain-  circumstance  of  his  conduct,"  but  has  never 
der  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  since  that  time  given  the  diiectors  any  expln- 
ings  and  his  banyan.  That  the  phousdar,  nation  whatsoever  of  his  said  conduct.  And 
though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend  the  finally,  that  when  the  court  of  directors,  in 
board,  did,  imder  various  pretences,  decline  January,  1776,  referred  the  question  (omcem- 
attending,  until  the  19th  of  May,  wh«i  the  ing  the  legality  of  the  power  assumed,  and 
letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his  hand  repeatedly  exercised  by  the  said  Warren 
and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  vras  proposed  Hastings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  hia 
by  a  member  of  the  board,  that  he  should  be  pleasure)  to  the  late  Charles  Sayer,  then 
tsked,  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  swear  standing  council  of  the  East  India  company, 
to  the  truth  of  such  answers  as  he  might  the  said  Charles  Sayer,  declared  his  opinion 
make  to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  boud.  in  fiivour  of  the  power ;  but  concerning  the 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  objected  to  use  and  exercise  of  it  in  cases  stated,  d&  de- 
his  being  put  on  oath.  That  tlie  question  was  clare  his  opinion  in  the  following  words  :  '*  I 
nevertheless  put  to  him  in  cons^uence  of  a  believe  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first  go- 
repolution  of  the  board.  That  he  first  declined  vemour  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquir- 
to  swear,  under  pretence  that  it  toot  a  matter  ing  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  inno- 
i(f  Meriout  eoruequence  to  his  eharaeter  to  take  cent."  Before  he  could  summon  three  cotin* 
an  oath ;  and,  when  it  was  finally  left  to  his  cils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to 
cation,  he  declared,  "mean  people  might  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  sudic«m» 
■wear,  but  that  his  character  would  not  allow  duct,  to  convince  every  body  b^ond  o  doubt  o/ 
him ;  that  he  could  not  swear,  and  had  rather  hie  eonecioue  gtUit. 

■object  himself  to  a  loss."     That  the  evi-        That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the 

dence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  on  oath  council,  constituting  a  lawful  act  of  the  govern 

was  in  this  manner  left  uncontradicted ;  that  it  nour-general  and  council,  the  said  Kh&n  Jehan 

was  admitted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  Khftn  was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  phons- 

that  neither  Mussulmen  or  Hindoos  ^e  for-  dar  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  autho" 

bidden  by  the  precepts  of  their  religion  to  rity  of  the  board.     That,  within  a  few  weeka 

■wear.     That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said  War-  after  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Monsoft, 

ren  Hastings  asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  the  number  of  the  council  being  then  et en« 
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•Dd  il!  quMtiooi  being  then  determined  by  by  the  Biiid  Warren  Haitings,  that  he  had 
the  goTemoiir-general^s  casting  voice,  the  tually  deposited  the  turn  above  mentioned 
■aid  Warren  Uastingt  did  move,  and  carry  it  in  the  hiuids  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer 
in  council,  that  the  said  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n  for  their  service,  it  does  not  appear,  tJiat'*  any 
should  be  restored  to  his  office ;  and  that  re-  entry  whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other  pay* 
storation  not  having  been  preceded,  accomp»-  ment  by  the  governour-general,  was  made  in 
nied,  or  followed,  by  any  explanation  or  dfr>  the  treasury  accounts,  at  or  about  the  time  *,* 
fence  whatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  nor  is  there  any  trace,  in  the  company's 
specific  and  circumstantial  charge  of  collu-  books,  of  its  being  actually  paid  into  their 
sion  with  the  said  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n,  has  con-    treasury. 

inned  the  truth  of  the  said  charge.  It  appears,  then,  by  the  confession  of  the 

That,  besides  the  sums  cbargod  to  have  been  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  this  money  was 
pnid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  received  by  him ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
Nondcomar,  and  Munny  Begum,  and  Kh4n  be  has  converted  it  to  the  property  and  use  of 
Jahan  Kh&n,  and  besides  the  sum  of  110,0001.,    the  company. 

already  mentioned  to  have  been  accepted  with-        That  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren 
eat  bsisitation  by  him  as  a  present  on  the  part    Hastings  to  the  said  court  of  directors,  dated 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude  and  that  of  his  minis-    the  22d  of  May,  1782,  but  not  despatched,  as 
tars,  the  circumstances  of  which  have  been    it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  that  time, 
partknlarly  r^rarted  to  the  house  of  commons,     but  detained  and  kept  back  by  the  said  War- 
it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the  said  War-     ren  Hastings  till  the  16th  of  December  foU 
rtn  Hastings,  that  he  has,  at  different  times     lowing,  he  has  confossed  the  receipt  of  various 
siDOS  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  177S,  re-    other  sums,  amounting  (with  that  which  he 
nived  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the    accepted  from  the  nalK»b  of  Oudo)  to  nearly 
axpreas  prohibition  of  the  said  act,  and  his    200,0002.,  which  sums  he  affirmed  had  been 
own  declared  sense  of  the  evident  intent  and     converted  to  the  company's  property  through 
obligation  thereof.     That   in  the  month  of    his   means,   but   without   discovering   from 
Jane,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made     whom,  or  on  what  account,  he  received  the 
to  tba  counol,  what  he  called  "  a  very  unu-     same.    That,  instead  of  converting  this  mo- 
snal  tender,  by  offering  to  exonerate  the  com-     ney  to  the  company's  property,  as  he  affirm- 
paay  fitm  the  expense  of  a  particular  mea-     ed  he  hod  done,  it  appears  that  lie  had  lent 
sore,  and  to  take  it  upon  hima^f;  declaring     the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  company  upon 
that  be  had  already  deposited  two  lacks  <^    bonds  bearing  interest,  which  bonds  were  do- 
rapees  (or  twenty-three  (bousand  pounds)  in     manded  ar^d  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
the  hands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer  for     that  yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up  or 
that  service.''    That  in  a  subsequent  letter,     cancelled.     That   for   anotlier    considerable 
dated  the  t9th  of  November,  1780,  he  inform-     part  of  tht>  ab^ve  mentioned  sum  he  has  taken 
ed  the  court  of  directors,  that  ^'  this  money,     credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  his  own 
by  whatever  means  it  came  into  their  pos-     property,  and  therefore  demandable  by   him 
session,  «ms  not  hi*  ovon ;"  but  he  did  not     out  of  the  company's  treasury  at  his  discre- 
than,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since,  made     tion.    That  all  sums  so  lent  or  deposited 
known  to  the  court  of  directors  from  whom,     are  not  alienated  from  the  person  who  lends 
or  on  what  account,  he  received  that  money,     or  deposits  the  same ;  consequently,  that  the 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  firat    declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
instaaee ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  said  direc-     ings,  that  he  had  converted  the  whole  of  these 
tors  signified  to  him  their  expectation  that  he     sums  to  the  company's   property,  was    not 
should oommunicate  to  them  *' immediate  in-     true;    nor  ^ould  such  a  transfer,  if  it  had 
formatian  of  the  channel  by  which  this  money     really  hem  raade,  haye  justified  the  said  War- 
eame  into  his  possession,  with  a  complete  il-    ren  Hastings  in  originally  receiving  the  mo- 
lostrationof  the  cause  or  causes  of  so  extraor-     ney;  whij^h,  being  in  the  first  instance  con- 
diaary  an  event:"  but,  from  evidence  examined     trary  to  Uw,  could  not  be  rendered  legal  by 
in  England,  it  has  been  discovered  that  this     any  subsequent   disposition    or    application 
aMMwy  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-     !l»erfof ;  much  less  would  it  have  justified  the 
ings,  from  Cbeyt  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Benares,     »aid  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a 
who  was  aoou  aftrr  dispossessed  of  all  his     «  discovery  of  these  transactions  to  the  court 
property,  ami  driven  from  his  country  and     of  directors,  until  he  had  heard  of  the  inqui« 
goremment  by  the  said  vrarren  Hastings.         ri<^  then  begun,  and  proceeding  in  parliament; 
That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  niads    in  finally  making  a  discovery,  such  as  it  is* 
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in  temM  the  most  intricate,  obtcurei  and  con-  quiry  into  the  misconduct  of  anj  person,  in 

tradictory.    That,  instead  of  that  fiill   and  whom  pecuniary  trust  is  reposed.    That  the 

clear  explanation  of  his  x)ndact,  which  the  said   Warr«i  Hastings,  in  his  letter  above 

court  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration   to   the 

said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give  court  of  directors  in  the  following  terms: 

them,  ho  has  contented  himself  with  telling  **  Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  from  my 

the  said  directors,  ihit  '^  if  this  matter  was  to  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  though  required 

be  exposed   tu  the  view  of  the  public,  his  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  sta- 

reasons  for  acting  as  he  had  done  might  fur-  tion,  I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  my 

nish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which   it  public  accounts,  and  my  own  fortune  being 

would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.     That  he  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge,  I  have  resolv- 

eitber  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  ed  to  reimburse  myself  in  a  mode  the  moat 

public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for   the  suitable  to  the  situation  of  youur  affairs,  by 

amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied  charging  the  same  in  my  durbar  accounts  of 

design,  which  his  memory  could  at  that  dis-  the  present  ynr,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum 

tance  of  time  verify ;  and  that  he  could  have  juriwOdy  reeeivedj  and  appropriated  to  your 

concealed  them  from  their  eye  and  that  of  the  service  in  the  same  manner  with  other  suma 

public   f<Nr  ever."     That  the  discovery,  as  received  on  account  of  the  honourable  comply 

ftr  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said  ny,  and  already  carried  to   their  account." 

Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  That,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the 

law,  but  does  not  warrant  a  conclusion  that  he  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  possea> 

has  discovered  all  that  he  may  have  taken,  sion  of  the  government  of  Fort   William 

That,  on  the  contrary,  such  discovery  not  be-  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or 

ing  made  in  proper  time,  and  when  made  be-  avow«i  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than 

ing  imperfect,  perplexed,  and  wholly  unsatis-  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year, 

Ihctory,  leads  to  a  just  and  reasoiud>le  pre-  exclusive  of  which  all  the  principal  ezpeoMS 

sumption,  that  other  facts  of  the  same  nature  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by  the  compti* 

have  been  concealed,  since  those,  which  he  ny.     That  if  the  services  mmtioned  by  him 

has  confessed,  might  have  been  for  ever ;  and  were  required  to  enable  lum  to  execute  the 

that  this  partial  confession  was  either  extorted  duties  of  his  station,  he  ought  not  to  haT« 

from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his  pidtlic  accounts 

of  detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  removing  at  the  times  when  the  expenses  were  incurredU 

■uspicion,  and  preventing  any  further  inquiry  That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when 

into  his  conduct.  he  first  engaged  in  these  expenses  he  had  no 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account  of  the 

to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  21  st  of  Febru-  company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in 

ary,  1784,  has  confessed  his  having  privately  his  situation  which  could  justify  his  departing 

reeeitwi  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  from  that  intention.     That  if  his  own  fortune 

of  which  he  has  not  declared,  but  which,  in  the  year  1784  was  unequal  to  so  heavy  a 

from  the  application  he  says  he  has  made  of  charge,  the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier 

it,  could  not  be  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  periml  must  have  been  still  more  uneqtial  to 

pounds  sterling.     That  he  has  not  informed  so  heavy  a  charge.    That  the  &ct  so  asserted 

the  directors  from  whom  he  received  this  mo-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  leads  directly  to 

ney,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  account;  but,  an  inference  palpably  false  and  absurd,  viz. 

on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify  the  that  the  longer  a  govemour-geoeral  holds  that 

receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  appli-  lucrative  office,  the  poorer  he  most  become. 

cation  of  it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  un-  That  neither  would  the  assertion,  if  it  were 

warrantable,  and  which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were  admitted, 

fbr  receiving  money  privately,  would  consti-  justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  Wai^ 

tnte  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous  na-  ren  Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  him- 

tnre  to  the  company's  service.    That  in  at-  self  out  of  the  company's  property  without 

tempting  to  justify  the  receipt  and  application  their  consent  or  knowledge.    That  the  ao- 

of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured  to  es-  count  transmitted  in  this  letter  is  styled  by 

tablish  principles  of  conduct  in  a  govemour,  himself  an  aggregate  of  a  contingent  aectmnt 

which  tend  to  subvert  all  order  and  regularity  of  twelve yeare.    That  all  contingent  acooonts 

in  the  conduct  of  public  busmess ;  to  encour-  should  be  submitted  to  those  who  ouf^   to 

Xand  &cilitate  firaud  and  corruption  in  all  have  an  official  control  over  themi  at  annual 

es  of  pecuniary  tnist,and  to  defeat  all  in-  or  other  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the  ez- 
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alresdj  incurred  may  be  checked  and 
lined  and  similar  expensesi  if  disapproved 
oC^  oiay  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that,  aAcr  a 
wy  Vong  period  is  elapsed,  all  check  and  con- 
trol OTer  such  expenses    is  impracticable ; 
I,  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  present  in- 
),  would  be  completely  useless,  since  the 
Warren  Hastings,  without  waiting  for 
ibe  consent  of  the  directors,  did  restdve  to  re- 
himielf.    That  the  conduct  of  the 
Warren  Hastings  in  withholding  these 
for  twelve  years  together,  and  then 
»lnn^   to  reimburse  himself  without  the 
it  of  his  employers,  has  been  fraudulent 
Ib  tlie  first  instance,  and  in  the  second  amounts 
to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority 
over  him  by  ^aw ;  and  that  he  has 
set  a  dangerous  example  to  his  sue- 
>,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office 
Um.     That  the  mode  in  which  he  has 
rcbiiborsod  himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much 
order,  and  greatly  aggravates  whatever 
:  already  crimina!  m  the  other  parts  of  this 
tnanction.    That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
■I  dedaring  that  he  should  reimburse  himself 
by  creating  the  company  by  a  turn  privately 
has  acknowledged  himself  guilty  of 
illegal  act  in  receiving  money  privately, 
he  has  suppressed  or  withheld  every  par- 
ry wfakh  could  throw  any  light  on  a  con- 
sutpicious  in  a  governour,  as  the  j>rt- 
reeeipt  of  money.     That  the  general 
of  the  private  receipt  of  a  large 
in  gross,  in  which  no  circumstance  of 
place,  occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the 
aiMNint,  is  specified,  tends  to  cover  or  protect 
ny  act  of  the  same  nature  (as  far  as  a  gene- 
ral confession  can  protect  such  acts)  which 
■ay  be  detected  hereafler,  and  which  in  fact 
■ay  BoC  make  part  of  the  gross  sum  sc  con- 
fiesMd,  and  that  it  tends  to  perplex  and  de- 
feat all  inquiry  into  such  practices.     That  the 
■id  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  direc- 
tors that  he  has  resolved  to  reimburse  him- 
self in  a  m»de  moU  nutabU  to  the  eituation  of 
tknr  q^(idr»f  viz.  by  receiving  money  privately 
ifUDSt  law,  has  stated  a  presumption  highly 
iijnrioot  to  the  integrity  of  the  said  directors ; 
vis.  that  they  will  not  object  to,  or  even  in- 
fuire  into  any  extraordinary  expenses,  incur- 
nd  and  charged  by  their  govemours  in  India, 
provided  such  expenses  are  reimbursed    by 
■ooey  privately  and  illegally  received.    That 
ha  has  not  explained  what  that  situation  of 
thsir  aAirs  was,  or  could  be,  to  which  so 
4ttgeToiis   and  corrupt  a  principle  was  or 
ni^  be  applied.    That  no  evidence  has  been 
pfodoead  to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor  any 
Vol.  lir— It. 


ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  that  it 
might  be  credible,  that  any  native  of  India 
had  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  given  money 
privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  ' 
is,  without  some  prospect  of  a  benefit  in  re- 
turn, or  some  dread  of  his  resentment  if  he 
refused.  That  is  not  a  thing  to  be  believed, 
that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 
vately to  a  governour,  which  he  refised  to 
give  or  lend  publicly  to  government,  unless 
it  were  to  derive  some  adequate  secret  advan- 
tage from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some  mis 
chief  f&-om  the  enmity,  of  such  governour. 
That  the  late  confessions  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 
law  are  no  proof  that  he  did  not  originally 
intend  to  appropriate  tne  same  to  his  own  use 
such  confessions  having  been  made  at  a  suf- 
picious  moment,  when,  and  not  before  he  was 
apprized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the 
house  of  commons,  and  when  a  dread  of  the 
consequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act  up- 
on his  mind;  that  such  confess ions«  from  the 
the  obscure,  intricate,  and  contradictory  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  made,  imply  guilt  in 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  far  as  they  go ; 
that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour  of  reason 
to  conclude  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  mo- 
ney which  he  may  have  corruptly  received , 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  warrant  a  just 
and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in  discover- 
ing some  part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received,  he 
hoped  to  lull  suspicion,  and  thereby  conceal 
and  secure  the  rest. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  for^ 
mer  accounts  of  these  transactions  came  be- 
fore them,  did  show  an  evident  disposition  not 
to  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to 
give  the  most  favourable  construction  to  hie 
conduct ;  that  nevertheless  they  found  them* 
selves  obliged  "  to  confess  tliat  the  statement 
of  those  transactions  appeared  to  them  in  ni»- 
ny  parts  »o  uninteliigible,  that  they  felt  them- 
selves under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 
govemour-general  for  an  explanation,  agree- 
ably to  his  promise  voluntarily  made  to 
them." 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  requisi- 
tion, was  received  in  Bengal  in  the  month  of 
August,  1784,  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  not  embark  for  England  until  the  2d 
of  February,  1785,  but  mode  no  reply  to  that 
letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  ho  has 
since  said,  to  a  v<Mriety  of  other  more  impw* 
tant  oecupatiom.  That,  under  pretence  of 
such  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to 
the  court  of  directors  a  copy  of  a  paper, 
which,  he  says,  contained  the  only  account  he 
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eTer  kept  of  the  timsaction.    That  such  a     indeed,  declared  that  his  motive  for  lendiskg 
paoer,  or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  been  trans-     to  the  componyy  or  depositing  io  their  trea- 

mitted  without  interrupting  other  important  sury  in  his  own  name,  money,  which  he  has, 
occupations,  if  any  could  be  more  important     in  other  places,  declared  to  be  their  property, 

than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory  was  to  avoid  ostentation,  and  that  lending 

answer  to  the  requisition  of  the  directors,  the  money  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection « 

That,  since  his  arrival  in  England,  he  has  yet,  when  he  has  stated  these  and  other  con* 

written  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  that  court,  jectural  motives  for  his  conduct,  he  declares 

professedly  in  answer  to  their  letter  above  hewillnota^trmt  though  he  is  Jlrmfypertuad* 

mentioned,  but  in  &ct  giving  no  explanation  ad,  that  those  were  his  sentiments  on  the  oeea* 

or  satisfaction  whatso«*yer  on  the  points  which  man.     That  of  one  thing  only  the  said  War» 

they  had  declared  to  be  unintelligible.    That  ren  Hastings  declares  he  is  certain ;    viz. 

the  terms  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  ob-  "  That  it  was  his  design  originally  to  have 

■cure,  such  as  a  guilty  man  might  have  re-  conewUd  the  receipt  of' all  the  sums  except 

course  to,  in  order  to  cover  his  guilt,  but  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the 

fuch  as  no  innocent  man,  from  whom  nothing  court  of  directors ;   but  that   when  fortune 

was  required  but  to  clear  his  innocence,  by  threw  a  sum  in  his  way  of  a  magnitude  which 

giving  plain  answers  to  plain  questions,  could  eoiUdnol  be  eoncealedf  and  the  peculiar  deli- 

possibly  have  made  use  of.     That  in  his  let-  cacy  of  his  situation  at  the  time  in  which  he 

ter  of  Uie  llth  of  July,  1785  he  says,  **  that  had  received  it  made  him  more  circumspect  of 

he  ha£  hccn  kindly  apprized,  that  the  infor-  appearances,  he  cAose  to  apprize  his  employers 

mation  required  as  above  toos  ye/ expec/eef/rom  of  it.**    That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 

him :  that  the  submission  which  his  respect  forms  the  directors  that  ho  had  endorsed  the 

would  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  com-  bonds  taken  by  him  for  money  belonging  to 

mand  imposed  on  him,  was  lost  to  his  reeol-  the  company,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  compa- 

le^ion,  perhaps  from  the  stronger  impression,  ny,  in  order  to  guard  agminst  their  becoming 

which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  a  claim  on  the  company^  as  a  part  of  his 

lefl  on  his  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  estatcy  in  the  event  of  his  death ;  but  he  has 

as  a  reprehension  for  sometliing  which  had  not  affirmed,  nor  does  it  any  where  appear, 

given  offence  in  his  report  of  the  original  that  he  has  surrendered  the  said  bonds,  as  he 

transaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  ought  to  have  done.     That  the  said  Warren 

a  further  elucidation  of  it.**  Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he  had  not  time 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  aflect-  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  di- 

ing  to  doubt  whether  the  information  express-  rectors,  while  he  was    in  Bengal — in    not 

ly  required  of  him  by  his  employers  was  ex-  bringing  with  him  to  England  the  documents 

pected  or  not,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  a  necessary  to  enable  him    to  answer  those 

criminal   delay  and   evasion    in    giving  it.  questions,  or  in  pretending  that  he  has  not 

That,  considering  the  importance  of  the  sub-  brought  tUem — in  referring  the  (iirectors  back 

lect,  and  the  recent  date  of  the  command,  it  again  to  Bengal  for  those  documents,  and  for 

If  not  possible  that  it  could  be  lost  to  fus  re-  any  further  information,  on  a  subject  on  which 

eoUeetion ;  much   less  is  it  possible  that  he  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  partica- 

could  have  understood  the  specific  demand  of  larly  in  referring  them  back  to  a  person  in 

an  answer  to  specific  questions  to  be  intended  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  contained 

only  as  a  reprehension  for  a  fbrmer  oflfence ;  viz.  the  onlj/  account  he  ever  kq>t  of  the  transac- 

the  offbnce  of  withholding  from  the  directors  tion,  while  ho  Iiimself  professes  to  doubt  wlie- 

that  very  explanation  which  he  ought  to  have  ther  the   paper  be  stiU  in  Mn^,  whether  ii 

given  in  the  first  instance.  That  the  said  War-  be  in  the  hands  of  that  person,  or  whether 

ren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to  the  said  ques-  that  person  can  recollect  any  thing  distinetfy 

tions,  cautiously  avoids  affirming  or  denying  concerning  it — ^has  been  guilty  of  groM  era- 

any  thing  in  clear  positive  terms,  and  professes  sions,  and  palpable  prevarication  and  deceit, 

Io  recollect  nothing  with  absolute  certainty,  as  well  as  of  contumacy  and  disobeiUence  to 

That  he  has  not,  even  now,  informed  the  di-  the  lawful  orders  of  the  court  of '  directors  ; 

rectors  of  the  name  of  any  one  person,  fi-om  and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former  evidence 

whom  any  part  of  the  money  in  question  was  of  his  having  constantly  used  the  influence  c^ 

received,  nor  what  was  the  motive  of  any  one  his  station  for  the  most  scancalous,  ittegalj  and 

oerson  for  giving  the  same.    That  he  has,  corruot  purposes. 
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OOrXANOaA-OSirSBAL. 

That  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  his 
Agent,  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  on  the 
lOch  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1776,  '<  sig- 
nified to  the  court  of  directors  his  desire  to  re- 
MgB  his  office  of  govemour-general  of  Ben- 
gal, and  requested  their  nomination  of  a  suo- 
znwsniir  to  the  racaocy,  which  would  be  there- 
by occasioned  in  the  supreme  council,*'  the 
eoort  of  directors  did  thereupon  desire  tho 
•aid  Lauchlin  Macleane  "  to  inlbrm  them  of 
tJw  authority  under  which  he  acted  in  a  point 
of  such  very  great  importance  f  and  the  said 
TrTtr^'i*  Macleane  *' signifying  thereupon 
las  readiness  to  give  the  court  every  possible 
SBtMAetion  on  that  subject,  but  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in 
his  custody,  being  mixed  with  other  matters 
of  a  nature  extremely  confidential,  he  would 
sill— il  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  any 
tkrao  of  the  members  of  the  court,**  the  said 
eoort  of  directors  empowered  the  chairman, 
dnpiifj  chairman,  and  Richard  Becher,  Es- 
^niro,  to  inspect  the  authorities,  powers,  and 
with  which  Mr.  Macleane  was 
bj  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  the  pro- 
poottioiui  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  10th 
October,  1776,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
Ifaerooa.  And  the  said  committee  did  accord- 
iagty,  on  the  SSd  of  the  said  month,  report, 
**  that,  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Macleane 
OB  the  subject  of  his  letter  presented  to  the 
eoort  the  11th  instant,  they  found,  that,  from 
fhm  purport  of  Mr.  Hastings's  instrxictiooa, 
gMtfaiqo«<  in  a  paper  in  his  own  hand-writing 
givea  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  produced  by  him 
lo  tbem,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  would  not 
in  the  govemment  of  Bengal,  unless 
conditions,  therein  specified,  could  be 
I,  of  which  they  saw  no  probability ; 
Mr.  George  Vansittart  had  declared  to 
that  he  was  present  when  these  instnio 
were  giren  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  when 
Hastings  empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to 
Jedare  his  resignation  to  the  said  court ;  that 
Bfr.  Stewart  had  likewise  confirmed  to  them 
that  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  him,  that  he 
had  given  directions  to  the  above  purpose  by 
Mr.  Macleane." 

And  ihe  court  of  directors,  having  received 
from  the  said  report  due  satisfaction  respect- 
inf  the  authority  vested  in  the  said  Lauchlin 
ICnelaaae  to  propose  the  said  resignation  ol 
tho  oflice  of  govemour-gencral  of  Bengal,  did 
onaatnoosly  resolve  to  accept  the  same ;  and 
did  also,  mier  poweri  vested   in  the  said 
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court  by  the  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  his  pro- 
sent  majesty,  nominate  and  appoint  Edward 
Whcler,  Esquire,  to  sooceed  to  the  office  in 
the  council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,which 
will  become  vacant  by  the  said  resigi)atioOy 
if  such  nomination  shall  be  approved  by  his 
majesty:"  which  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment was  aAerwards,  in  due  form,  spproved 
and  confirmed  by  his  majesty. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  by  a  post* 
script  to  their  general  letter,  dated  S5th  Octo- 
ber, 1776,  acquaint  the  govemour-general  and 
council  at  Calcutta  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
said  resignation,  of  their  appointment  of  Ed- 
ward Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  said  vacan- 
cy, and  of  his  majesty's  approbation  of  the 
said  appointment,  together  with  the  grounds 
of  their  said  proceedings  ;  and  did  transmit  to 
the  said  govenour-general  and  council  copies 
of  the  said  instruments  of  appointment  and 
confirmation." 

That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of 
directors  were  received  at  Calcutta,  and  were 
read  in  council  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  1777;  and  that  Warren  Hastings,  En- 
quire, having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the  go- 
vernment to  his  suocessour.  General  Claver- 
ing,  and  having  observed  a  profound  silence 
on  the  subject  of  the  said  despatches,  he,  the 
said  General  Clavering,did,  on  the  next  day, 
being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  saM  Warren  Hastings,  require  him  to 
surrender  the  keys  of  Fort  William  and  of 
tlie  company's  treasuries ;  but  the  said  War^ 
ren  Hastings  did  positively  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  said  requisition,  "  denying  that  his 
office  was  vacated,  and  declaring  his  resolution 
to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every 
legal  means." 

That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  office  of  govemour-general  was  va- 
cated by  the  arrival  of  the  said  despatches, 
which  acquainted  the  council-general  of  the 
resignation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Edward  Wheler 
Esquire,  and  that  he,  the  said  General  Cb* 
vering,  had  in  consequence  thereof  legally 
succeeded,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  ISth  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign, 
to  the  said  office  of  govemour-general,  become 
vacant  in  tho  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in  virtue 
thereof,  issue  in  his  own  name  summonses  to 
Richard  Bsrwell,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Fran- 
cis, Esquire,  members  of  the  council,  to  at- 
tend tlie  same;  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  who  obeyed 
the  said  summons,  did  take  the  oaths  as  go- 
vemour-general. and  did  tit  and  preside  in 
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cooBcfl  tf  gorersoar-geoend ;  and  prepared  ftndioritj  dwrein  in  rirtue  of  their  oflioee,  or 

tereral  acts  and  resolutioos  in  the  nud  capa-  as  a  court  of  jistioe,  but  were  consulted,  and 

city  of  goremour-general,  and  did  amoogst  interposed  tbeir  adrice  odIt  as  indiridnals,  bj 

Mber  tilings,  prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  m^  the  Toluntary  refereooe  of  the  parties  in  the 

of  hi^  said  succession  to  the  gOTemment,  and  said  dispute.     And  the  said  Warren  Hasfc- 

of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  said  ings,  bj  his  declaration  entered  in  mimitea  of 

proclamation;  but  did  not  carry  anj  of  the  acts  council,   **that  it  was  his  determination  to 

or  resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution.  abide  bj  the  opinion  of  the  judges,"  and  bj 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  not-  the  mensures  he  had  previousij  taken  «a 
withstanding  thereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  aforesaid  to  enforce  the  same  bj  arms,  did 
resolution  to  assert  uid  maintain  his  authori-  risk  all  the  dangerous  consequences  aboTe 
tjr,  illegally  and  unjustifiably  summon  the  mentioned;  which  must  have  taken  place,  if 
eooncil  to  meet  in  another  department,  and  the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Fran- 
did  sitand  preside  therein,  apart  from  the  said  cis,  Estjnire,  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the 
General  Clavering  and  his  council;  and  in  public  interests,  and  less  tenacious  of  their 
ooojunction  with  Richard  Harwell,  Esquire,  own  rights,  and  had  persisted  in  their  daiin, 
iHw  concurred  therein,  issued  sundry  orders,  M  they  were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extm- 
vid  did  sundry  acts  of  government  belonging  judicial  interposition  of  the  jndges  notwitb- 
to  the  office  of  govemour-general ;  and,  standing;  and  fitmi  whidi  claim  they  receded 
amongst  others,  did  order  Bereiml  letters  to  be  only  irom  their  desire  to  preserre  the  peace  of 
written  in  the  name  of  the  govemour-general  the  settlonent,  and  to  prevent  the  mischieft 
and  council,  and  did  subscribe  the  same,  to  vHiicfa  the  illegal  resistance  of  the  said  War- 
the  commandant  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Wil-  ren  Hastings  wouM  otherwise  infi^libly  have 
liam,  and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Bar-  occasioned. 

rackpore,  and  to  the  commanding  officers  at        That  after  the  said  judges  bad  delivered 

the  other  stations,  and  also  to  the  provincial  their  opinion,  "  That  the  place  and  office  of 

councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  en-  govemour-general  of  this  presidency  had  not 

joining  them  severally  *'to  obey  no  orders,  yet  been  vacated  by  Warren  Hastings,  and  that 

excepting  such  as  should  be  signed  by  the  said  the  actual  assumption  of  the  government  by  the 

Warren  Hastings,or  a  majority  ofhis  council.*  member  of  the  council  next  in  succession  to 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  any  deduct  ion 
the  said  proceedings,  which  were  contrary  both  vvhich  could  be  made  from  the  papers  commu- 
te law  and  to  good  faith,  constitute  a  double  nicated  to  them,  would  be  absolutely  illegal ;" 
government,  thereby  destroying  and  annihilat-  and  after  the  said  General  Clavering  and 
in^  all  government  whatever ;  and  by  hii  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  had  signified  to  the 
laid  orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  pre-  laid  Warren  Hastings,  by  a  letter  dated  the 
pare  for  open  resistance  by  arms,  exposing  flat  of  June,  **  their  intention  to  acquiesce  in 
thereby  the  settlement,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  the  opinion  of  the  judges ;"  and  when  the  di^ 
subject  of  or  dependent  on  the  British  govern-  ferences  in  the  supreme  council  were  by  these 
ment,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to  means  composed,  and  the  calamities  conae- 
political  distractions,  but  to  the  horrours  of  quent  thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  Warren 
civil  war ;  and  did,  by  exposing  the  divisions  Hastings  and  Richard  Harwell,  Esquire,  did 
and  weakness  of  the  supreme  government,  once  more  endanger  the  public  peace  and  se- 
and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  curity,  by  other  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and 
provinces,  shake  the  whole  foundation  of  Bri-  improvoked  acts  of  violence ;  having  omitted 
tish  authority,  and  imminently  endanger  the  to  summon  either  the  said  General  Clavering, 
existence  of  the  British  nation  in  India.  or  the  said  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  to  ooun- 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  only  by  cil :  and  having,  in  council  held  thus  privato- 

the  moderation  of  the  said  General  Clavering  ly  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary  to  law,  on 

and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  in  consenting  to  the  ttd  day  of  June,  come  the  following  rato* 

a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  lutions,  viz. 

the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judica-        **  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders, 

turOi  although  they  entertained  no  doubt  them-  and  declarations  of  Lieutenant-Creneral  John 

■elves  on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  Clavering,  recited   in  the  foregoing   papers 

the  validity  of  General  Clavering's  instant  [meaning  the  proceedings  of  General  Claver- 

right  to  the  chair ;  and  although  they  were  ing  in  bis  separate  council  on  the  SOth  of 

not  in  any  way  bound  by  law  to  consult  the  June]  he  has  actually  usurped  and  assumed. 

«aid  judges,  who  had  no  legal  or  judicial  and  taken  possession  of  the  place  and  office  of 
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|oreniour>general  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  on  the  S4th  of  June,  the  said  Warren  Host- 
William,  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  act  of  the  ings  did  again  omit  to  summon  General  Cla- 
ISth  of  his  present  majesty  to  Warren  Hast-  yering  to  council,  and  did  again,  together  with 
lags,  Esquire.  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred 
''Resolved,  thst  Lieutenant-Gcneral  John  therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  said  illegal 
Clavering  has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  resolutions  come  to  on  the  two  former  days,  de- 
■urrendered,  and  vacated  the  office  of  seniour  daring,  "  that  they  could  not  be  retracted  but 
COUBMllour  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal.  by  the  present  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  fu- 
"  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  ture  orders  from  home ;"  and  aggravating  the 
Clavering  has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  guilt  of  the  said  unjustifiable  acts  by  declar- 
snrreodered,  and  vacated  his  place  of  com-  ing,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  "  that 
nandfT-in-duef  of  the  company's  forces  in  they  were  not  the  precipitate  effects  of  an 
ladia.  instant  and  passionate  impulse,  but  the  fruits 
'*  Resolved,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  of  long  and  most  temperate  deliberations,  of 
bj  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  parliament  aiid  by  inevitable  necessity,  and  of  the  strictest  sense 
ibe  death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson,  of  public  duty,  and  a  conviction  equal  in  its 
Eeqoire,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  seniour  impression  on  his  mind  to  absolute  cer- 
comieellor  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  William,  tainty." 

m  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the  said  relin-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  the 

qnishment,  resignation,  surrender,  and  vaca-  less  excusable  in  this  obstinate  adherence  to 

QOB  of  General  Clavering.  his  former  unjust  proceedings,  as  the  said  de- 

"  Resolved,  that  the  office  of  commander-  clarations  were  made  in  answer  to  a  motion 

■hcfaief  of  the  company's  forces  in  India,  by  mode  by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  r»- 

tbe  relinquishment,    resignation,  surrender,  versal  of  the  said  proceedings,  and  to  a  mi- 

aad  racatioo  of  General  Clavering,  and  by  the  nuto  introducing  the  said  motion  ;  in  which 

death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson,  Es-  Mr.  Francis  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible 

qoore,  does  no  longer  exist.  manner,  and  in  terms  with  which  the  court  of 

**  Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  directors  have  since  declared  their  entire  con- 

lenlity  oTour  proceedings,  Lieutenant-Gene-  currence,  both  the  extreme  danger  and  the  il- 

nl  John  Clavering  be  not  in  future  summoned  legality  and  invalidity  of  the  said  proceedings 

or  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  govemour-  of  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell, 

geoeral  and  council."  Esquire,  concluding  the  said  minute  by  the  fol- 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Rich-  lowing  conciliatory  declaration  :  *'  and,  that 

ird  Barwell,  Esquire,  did  again  sit  in  council  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  by 

oa  the  next  day,  being  the  23d  of  June,  with-  any  idea  or  suspicion  that  General  Clavering 

ot  snromoning  either  General  Clavering,  or  may  do  any  act   inconsistent  with    the  a^ 

Philip  Francis,  Esquire ;   and  did  come  to  quiescence,  which  both  he  and  I  have  avow- 

several  other  resolutions,  and  make  several  ed  in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  under* 

ordsrs,  cootrary  to  law  and  justice,  and  in-  take  to  answer  for  him  in  this  respect ;  or 

coesisteot  wiih  the  tranquillity  and  the  scciy-i-  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the  true  spirit 

tjr  of  the  settlement ;  that  is  to  say,  they  or-  and  meaning  of  that  acquiescence,  I  will  not 

4«ed  their  secretary  "  to  notify  to  General  be  a  party  with  him  in  such  proceedings.'* 

Clavering,   that  the  board  had  declared  his  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not 

offices  of  seniour  ceunsellour  and  commander-  plead  ignorance  of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the 

UKfaief  to  be  vacant;   and  to  furnish   him  said  illegal  acts,  as  it  appears  from  the  pro- 

«ith  a  copy  of  these  proceedings,  containing  ceedingsof  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  waa 

tile  grounds  of  the  board  for  the  aforesaid  do-  well  acquainted  with  the  tenure  by  which  the 

dsiation."  members  of  the  council  held  their  offices  un- 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  pro-  der  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  his  presnit  majesty, 

eeedings  "  to  be  issued  in  general  orders,with  and  had  stated  the  same  as  a  ground  for  re- 

istters  to  all  the  provincial  councils  and  mili-  taining  his  own  office,  contrary  (o  an  express 

Uury  stations,  directing  them  to  publish  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an 

«ine  in  general  orders :"  and  they  resolved,  instrument  under  the  sign  manual  of  his  ma- 

**  that  all  military  returns  be  made  to  the  go-  jesty  :  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 

vernoar-general  and  council  in  their  military  in  their  reasons   /or  their  decision   in    hia 

department,  until  a  commander-in-chief  shall  favour,  had  stated  the  provisions  in  the  ■aii 

U  appointed  by  the  company."  act,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  matter  in  di^ 

That  oo  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  pute ;   from  which  it  appeared,  that   tbart 
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were  but  foui  groundbi  on  which  the  office  of  the  more  indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Hast« 

any  member  of  the  council  could  be  vacated  ;  ings,  as  he  was  at  the  samu  moment  disa^ 

namely,  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  pro-  vowing  and  refusing  to  give  efiect  to  his  own 

motion.     And  as  the  act  confined  the  power  clear  and  express  resignation,  according  t« 

of  removal  to  "  his  majesty,  bis  heirs  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  word  as 

successours,  upon  representation  made  by  the  used  in  the  said  act,  mode  by  his  agent,  duly 

court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  company  authorized  and  instructed  by  himself  so  to  do, 

for  the  time  being  f  and  conferred  no  such  to  an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  ac- 

power  on  the  govemoor-gennral  or  a  majority  cept  the  same. 

of  the  council,  to  remove,  on  any  ground,  or  That  although  the  said  Warren  Hasting » 
for  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  col-  did  aflerwards  recede  (Vom  the  said  ille^ 
leagues ;  so,  granting  tlie  claim  of  General  measures  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  and 
Clavering  to  the  chair,  and  his  acts  done  in  advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did 
llirtberance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal  and  thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of  such  further  acts, 
criminal  in  whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  and  the  blame  of  such  further  evils,  as  must 
ftimiih  to  the  rest  of  the  council  any  ground  have  been  consequent  on  a  persistence  there- 
to remove  him  from  his  office  of  counsellour  in ;  yet  he  was,  novrrtlieless,  still  guilty  of 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act :  and  the  illegal  acts  above  described ;  and  the  same 
there  could  therefore  remain  only  his  rengna^  aro  great  crimes  and  misderoeanoiirs. 
tion  or  promotion^  as  a  possible  means  of  va-  That  although  the  judges  did  uocide  that 
eating  his  said  office.  But  with  regard  to  the  the  office  of  govemotv-gen^til,  held  by  the 
promotion  of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  ipsofazto  and 
oi  govemour-general,  although  he  claimed  it  itutanter  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  tlie  sakl 
himself,  yet,  as  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  despatches  and  documents  transmitted  by  the 
it,  and  as  in  fact  it  was  even  receded  from  by  court  of  directors ;  and  did  consider  the  said 
General  Clavering,  it  could  not  be  considered,  consequences  of  the  resignation  as  awaiting 
at  least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  valid  ground  some  future  act  or  event  for  its  complete  and 
for  vacating  his  office  of  seniour  counsellour,  effi^ctual  operation ;  yet  the  said  judges  did 
since  the  act  requires  for  that  purpose,  not  not  declare  any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  inva- 
a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effectual  lidity  of  the  said  acts  of  Laochlin  Macleane, 
promotion ;  and  General  Clavering's  office  Esquire,  as  not  being  binding  on  his  princi- 
of  counsellour  could  no  more  be  vacated  by  pal,  'Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  nor  did  they 
•ach  a  naked  claim,  unsupported  and  disal-  declare  any  opinion  that  the  obligation  of  the 
lowed,  than  the  seat  of  a  member  of  the  house  said  resignation  was  not  from  the  beginning 
oi  commons  could  be  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  conclusive  and  effectual,  although  its  opera- 
issued  to  supply  the  vacancy,  by  his  claim  to  tion  was  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chiltcm  Hun-  account  of  the  distance  between  England  and 
dreds,  when  his  majesty  has  refused  to  ap-  India,  to  take  place  only  in  future ;  or  that 
point  him  to  said  office.  And  with  regard  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lauchlin  Mao- 
to  resignation,  although  the  said  Warren  lealle.  Esquire,  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal 
Hastings,  as  a  colour  to  his  illegal  resolutions,  of  a  resignation  to  be  made  at  some  future  and 
had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  "  resigned  *'  indefinite  period,  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the 
amongst  those  of  "  relinquished,  surrendered,  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  re- 
and  vacated,"  yet  he  well  knew  that  General  sign  at  some  future  and  iiuiefinite  period,  and 
Clavering  hiid  made  no  offer  nor  declaration  that  the  said  resignation,  notwithstanding  the 
of  his  resignation  of  his  offices  of  seniour  acceptance  thereof  by  the  court  of  directors, 
counsellour  and  cmmander-in-chief ;  and  that  and  the  regular  appointment  and  confirma- 
he  did  not  claim  tne  office  of  govemour-gene-  tion  of  a  successour,  was  still  to  remain  op* 
ral  on  the  grotmd  of  any  such  resignation  tional  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  be  r»> 
made  by  himself,  but  on  the  ground  of  a  re-  tified  or  departed  from  at  his  future  choice  or 
signation  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pleasure ;  nor  did  the  said  judges  pronounce, 
which  resignation  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nor  do  any  of  their  reasonings,  which  accom- 
did  not  admit ;  and  the  use  of  the  terra  re-  panied  their  decision,  tend  to  establish  it  as 
ngnedf  on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  mani-  their  opinion,  that  even  the  time  for  ratifying 
fest  and  wilful  misconstructitm  and  misappli-  and  completing  the  said  transaction  was  to 
cation  of  the  words  of  the  act  of  his  present  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  said  Warren 
majesty.  And  such  misinterpretation  and  Hastings  ;  but  they  only  delivered  their  opin* 
Use  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation  was  ion,  as  aforesaid,  that  hUi  said  oSce  *'  has  not 
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ftl  been  vacated,  and  therefore  that  the  actual  a  half  aAer  the  date  of  the  taid  resolution ; 

aasumption  of  the  goTemment  by  the  member  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring, 

of  the  council  next  in  succession  was,  in  the  that  he  did  not  consider  his  resignation  as 

■cnial  circumstances,  and  rebus  sic  staiUHms^  binding  for  the  present.    And  the  said  inten* 

illegal.*  tion  was  manifested,  if  possible,  still  more 

That  the  said  Warren  Hasiin^  Joes  no-  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  written  bv 

where  himself  contend,  that  the  said  resigna-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  di- 

tioQ  waa  not  absolute,  but  optional,  according  rectors,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  being 

to  the  true  meaning  and  understanding  of  the  almost  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  said 

parties  in  England,  and  so  far  as  the  acts  of  despatches  ;  in  which  the  said  Wan  en  Hast- 

X«auchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  and  the  court  of  ings  declares,  that  *'  he  did  not  hold  himself 

directors  were  binding  on  him  ;  but,  on  the  bound  by  the  notification  made  by  Mr.  Mac- 

eoatrary,  he  grounds  his  refusal  to  complete  leane,  nor  by  any  of  the  acts  consequent  of 

the  tame,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the  it." 

arords  in  which  the  said  resignation,  and  the  That  suclf  appearing  to  have  been  the  io- 
other  instruments  aforesaid  were  conceived,  tentionof  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  General 
but  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not  direct  indeed,  Clavering  was  justified  in  immediately  as- 
but  implied)  of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  suming  the  government,  without  waiting  for 
powers  under  which  the  said  agent  had  claim-  any  future  act  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
ed  to  act  in  his  behalf.  Neither  did  the  said  for  the  actual  surrender  of  the  said  govem- 
Warren  Hastings  ground  his  said  kcfusal  on  ment,  none  such  being  likely  to  happen ;  and 
any  objection  to  the  particular  day,  or  period,  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  was  justified  in  sup- 
or  circumstances,  in  which  the  requisition  of  porting  General  Clavering  in  the  same  on 
General  Clavering  was  made;  nor  accora-  the  soundest  principles  ofjustice,  and  on  a  max- 
aany  the  said  refiisal  with  any  qualification  in  im  received  in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  that 
dat  respect,  or  with  any  intimation  that  be  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  his  own  wrong ; 
woold,  at  any  ftiture  or  more  convenient  sea-  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  per- 
son, comply  with  the  same ;  although  such  form  that  which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights 
an  intimation  might  probably  have  induced  of  others  shall  not  be  prejudiced  thereby,  but 
General  Clavering  to  wave  an  instant  and  iro-  such  acts  shall  be  deemed  and  reputed  to 
BMdiate  claim  to  the  chair,  and  might,  there-  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all  th« 
fore,  have  prevented  the  distractions  which  consequences  shall  be  enforced,  which  would 
happened,  and  the  greater  evils  which  im-  have  followed  from  such  actual  performance. 
pcnded,  in  consequence  of  the  said  claim  of  And  therefore  the  resolutions  moved  and 
Oenerml  Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  voted  in  council  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire.  But  the  said  declaring  the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to 
M'arrenHastingsdid,  on  the  contrary,  express  be  vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  inasmudi, 
^iis  said  refusal  in  such  general  and  unqualified  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no  autho- 
terms  as  intimated  an  intention  to  resist  ab-  rity  to  warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on 
sohitelj  and  altogether,  both  then  and  at  any  the  supposition  of  the  acts  of  General  Claver- 
foture  time,  the  said  requisition  of  General  ing  being  contrary  to  law  ;  but  the  said  reso- 
Clavering.  And  the  subsequent  proceed-  lutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and  crimi- 
ings  of  tbs  said  Warren  Hastings  do  all  con-  nal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  Gene- 
ccr  in  proving  that  such  was  his  intention;  ral  Clavering,  which  were  made  the  pro* 
hr  be  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  ad-  tence  of  that  proceeding,  were  strictly  regular 
vice  of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution    in  and  legal. 

cuuncil  ^  that  all  parties  be  placed  in  the  same        That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

Mtuation  in  which  they  stood  before  the  re-  ings  to  ratify  the  resignation,  and  his  disavow- 

eeipl  of  the  last  advices  fi'om  England  jKserv-  al  of  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  his  agent, 

ing  afid  submitting  to  a  decision  in  England  is  not  justified  by  any  thing  contained  in  his 

the  respective  claims   that  each  party   may  said  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  on 

coDseivo  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but  not  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  the  said  Warren 

acting  upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  Hastings    no  where  directly  and   positively 

■hall  arrive  in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly  and  asserting,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleano 

explicitly  declaring,  that  it  was  not  his  in-  was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not    both  full 

toKtioo  to  surrender  the  government  until  such  and  general  powers,  and  even  particular  in* 

docision  should  arrive  in  Bengal,  which  could  structions  for  this  very  act;   although    the 

•ol  bo  expected  in  less  time  than  a  year  and  said  Warren  Hastings  uses  many  indiroct  tod 
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circuitons,  iMit  iiiiiiflt«l«at  and  inapplicable  in-  ings,  Esquire,  waa  a  breadi  of  fiuth  with  lfc« 
sinuations  to  that  eflfect.  And  the  said  letter  court  of  directorsi  and  his  majesty's  ministera 
does,  on  tlie  contrary,  contain  a  clear  and  ex-  in  England ;  as  the  said  resignation  was  not 
press  avowal,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  merely  a  voluntary  offer,  without  any  conside- 
was  his  confidential  agent,  and  that  in  that  ca-  ration,  and  therefore  subjoct  to  be  recalled  or 
pacity  he  acted  throughout  and  particularly  in  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Warren 
this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be  considered 
And  the  said  letter  does  further  admit  in  as  having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation  car- 
effect  the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  ried  on  between  Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit 
Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  on  the  one 
Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  and  relied  on  hand,  and  by  the  court  of  directors  for  the  in- 
and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  directors,  by  terests  of  the  company  on  the  other  ;  which 
which  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  view  of  the  transaction  will  appear  the  more 
to  be  specially  empowered  to  declare  the  said  probable,  when  it  is  considered  that  at  the  time 
resignation  \  the  words  of  the  said  instnic-  of  the  said  resignation,  a  strict  inquiry  had 
tion  being  as  follows:  <* that  he  (Mr.  Hast-  been  carrying  on  by  the  court  of  directors 
ings  wt//  not  continue  in  the  government  of  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings; 
Bengal^**  **  unless  certain  conditions  therein  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the  company, 
specified  can  be  obtained :"  and  the  words  and  other  eminent  counsel,  had  given  it  as 
of  the  said  letter  being  as  follow ;  "  What  their  opmions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  that 
I  myself  know  with  certainty  or  can  recol-  there  were  grounds  lor  suing  the  said  Warren 
lect  at  this  distance  of  time,  concerning  the  Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity  ;  and 
powers  and  instructions  which  were  given  to  that  the  company  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
Messieurs  Macleane  and  Graham,  when  they  cover  in  the  said  suits  agidnst  Warren  Hast* 
undertook  to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  ings,  Esquire,  several  very  large  sums  of 
circumstantially  relate.  money  taken  by  him  in  his  office  of  gover- 

*'  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  whidi  nour-general,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach 

were  presented  to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his  duty  to  the  com- 

of  their  departure  from  Bengal ;  one  of  which  pany  and  the  public ;  and  the  court  of  direc- 

comprises  four  short  propositions,  vohieh  I  re-  tors  had  also  come  to  various  severe  resolu- 

qwredagtheeonditionMofmy  being  cor\firmed  tions  of  censure  against  the  said  Warren 

in  this  government."  Hastings,  and  amonfst  others  to  a  resolution 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  recall  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  re- 
does here  artfiiily  somewhat  chfflige  the  words  move  him  from  his  office  of  govem<Hir-gener- 
of  his  written  instructions  (and  which,  hav-  al,  to  answer  for  sundry  great  crimes  and 
ing  in  his  possession,  he  might  as  easily  delinquencies  by  him  committed  in  his  said 
have  given  verbatim)  to  other  words  which  office. 

may  appear  less  explicit,  yet  they  are  in  Gkct  And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable, 

capable  of  only  the  same  meaning ;  for  as,  at  that  the  said  resignation  was  tendered  and  ao* 

the  time  of  giving  the  said  instructions  to  his  cepted  as  a  consideration  for  some  beneficial 

agents,  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  office,  concessions  made  in  consequence  thereof  to 

be  could  want  no  confirmation  therein,  except  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his  said  danger- 

his  own ;   and,   in  such  circumstances,  "  to  ous  and  desperate  condition, 

require  certain  things,  a*  the  conditions  of  hie  And  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of 

being  conjirmed  in  kit  government^  is  tanta-  great  disrespect  to  the  court  of  directors  and 

mount  to  a  declaration,  that  he  will  not  con-  to  his  majesty ;  and  by  rendering  abortive 

Unue  in  his  government^  unless  those  conditions  their  said  measures,  solemnly  and  deliberate* 

can  be  obtained,**    And  the  said  attempt  at  ly  taken,  and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  his 

prevarication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  as  majesty  tended  to  bring  the  authority  of  the 

either  both  sentences  have  one  and  the  same  court  ^directors,  and  of  his  majesty  into  coo* 

meaning,  or  if  their  meaning  be  different,  tempt. 

the  original   instructions  in  his  own  hand-  And  the  said  refusal  was  an    injury  to 

writing,  or,  in  other  words  the  thing  itself,  3eneral  Clavering. 

must  be  preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  gred 

a  loose  statement  of  its  purport,  founded,  per-  injury  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 

haps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it  at  a  great  And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  to 

distance  of  time.  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  as  also  to  Mi^ 

That  the  refiisaj  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  VansittKrt  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whose  honou' 
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and  feracity  were  thereby  brought  into  qua*-  was  added  a  permission  to  Mr.  Frazer  to 

tioo,  doubt,  and  suspicion.  make  dobundSf  or  special  repairs,  whenever 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  he  should  judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge 

affain  of  the  servants  of  the  company  in  In-  of  government. 

dia,  by  shaking  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in  That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  man- 

their  agents  by  those  persons  with  whom  it  ner  of  their  acceptance  by  the  supreme  coun* 

might  be  for  their  interest  t<f  negotiate  on  oil,  without  having  previously  advertised  for 

any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  sub-  proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  duration) 

ecting  the  communication  of  persons  abroad  were  made  in  direct  violation  of  the  special 

with  thoae  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known  orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 


That  so   far  from  any  advantage  having 
been  obtained  for  the  company  in  the  terms  oi 

these  contracts,  in  consideration  of  the  length 

of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the 
X.  subokoh-okitebal's  contract.  expense  of  government  upon  this  article  was 

increased  by  these  engagements  to  a  very 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  great  amount. 
year  1777,  did  grant  to  the  surgeon-general  a  That  it  appears  that  this  contract  had 
contract  for  three  years,  for  defraying  every  been  held  for  some  years  before  by  the 
kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense,  not  rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the  rate  of  £5,000  rti- 
ooly  in  breach  of  the  general  order  of  the     pees  per  annum. 

eoort  of  directors  with  respect  to  the  duration  That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  re- 
ef oootracts,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  a  pairs,  afler  an  accurate  and  diligent  survey  of 
partirular  order  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  bunds  and  pools,  and  the  provincial  coon* 
ef  the  80th  of  March,  1774,  when  they  di-  cil  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  informatioo 
rected,  *'  that  the  surgeon  should  not  be  per-  they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as  their 
■itted  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising  from  his  opinion  to  the  governour-general  and  council. 
Wing  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  before  the  said  agreement  was  entered  into, 
that  the  occupations  of  surgeon  aiid  contractor  that  aAer  the  heavy  expense  (stated  in  Mr. 
shook!  be  forthwith  separated."  That  the  Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  119,40i5  sicca  rupees) 
aid  contract  was  in  itself  highly  improper,  if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the  charge 
and  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser-  in  future  seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced, 
vice ;  as  it  afforded  the  greatest  temptation  to  and  afUr  one  thorough  <tnd  ^tctuol  repair , 
■base,  and  established  a  pecuniary  interest  in  they  eorteeived  a  tmaU  annual  expense  woutd 
^  surgeon-general,  contrary  to  the  dutiee  of  6e  tufflaent  to  keep  the  bunds  up  and  prevetd 
his  iCation  tiod  profession.  Amr  going  to  decay. 

That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual 
-— —  damages  the  pools  and«bunds  might  have  sus- 

tained, either  from  the  neglect  of  the  rajah's 
XI.  COHTRACTS  FOR  POOLBUITD7  officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late 

REPAIRS.  rains,  and  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to 

justify  the  expense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as 
That  the  governour-general  and  council  they  were  all  considered  and  included  in  the 
It  Fort  William  did,  on  the  motion  and  re-  estimate  for  that  year,  there  could  be  no  pre- 
eoflBmendation  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  tence  for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large  and 
sBter  into  a  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer,  burthensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per 
Eaqoire,  on  the  1 6th  of  April,  1778,  for  the  annum  fbr  the  four  succeeding  years, 
lepairs  of  the  pools  and  banks  in  the  pro-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  hie 
viaee  of  Burdwan,  (or  two  years,  at  the  rate  minutes  of  the  Itth  of  February,  1778,  him- 
•f  120,000  sicca  rupees  for  the  first  year,  self  support  that  opinion,  in  the  comparison 
■ad  80,000  rupees  for  the  second  year.  to  be  made  between  Mr.  Thomson's  propo* 

That  on  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  sals  of  undertaking  the  same  service  for 
waid  Warren  Hastings  did  further  persuade  60,000  rupees  a  year,  for  nine  years,  and 
Ibe  eopreme  council  to  prolong  the  term  the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer's  contracts ;  prefer* 
•f  the  above  contract  with  Archibald  Fra-  ring  the  latter,  because  these  were 'Mo  effect! 
car  fer  the  space  of  throe  years  more  on  complete  repair,  which  could  hardly  be  con- 
Ihe  aame  conditions ;  namely,  the  payment  of  eluded  in  any  season,  and  the  subsequent  n* 
S  0.000  sicca  rupees  for  each  year.     To  which    pense  would  be  but  trifling. 
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NotwithstandtDf  which,  the  said  Warren  ment,  uid  managed  by  a  contractor,  the  coo- 
Hastinge  urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  council  tracts  for  providing  it  were  subject  to  the 
to  allow  the  first  year  the  full  amount  propos-  company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to 
ed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate  of  the  ne-  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  disposed  of  to  the 
eessary  repairs,  and  did  burthen  the  company  best  bidder ;  and  that  the  company  partico- 
with  what  he  must  have  deemed  to  be,  for  the  larly  ordered  |bat  the  commodity,  when  pro- 
greater  part  an  unnecessary  expense  of  80,000  vided,  riiould  be  consigned  to  the  board  of 
rupees  per  annum  for  four  years.  trade,  who  were  directed  to  dispose  thereof 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  by  public  auction. 

to  make  dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  em-  That  in  May,  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

bankroents  in  aid  of  the  old  ones,  whenever  ings  granted  to  John  Mackenzie  a  contract 

he    should    judge    them  necessary,  at   the  for  the  provision  of  opium,  to  continue  three 

charge  of  government  (the  said  charge  to  be  years,  tuad  without  advertising  for  proposals ; 

▼erified  by  the  oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  with-  that  this  transaction  was  condemned  by  the 

out  any  voucher)  was  a  power  very  much  to  court  of  directors,  notwithstanding  a  clause 

he  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be  en-  had  been  inserted  in  that  contract,  by  which  it 

trusted  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already  cove-  was  left  open  to  the  court  of  directors  to  annul 

nanled  to  keep  the  old  pools  in  perfect  re-  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  or  so- 

pair,  and  to  construct  new  ones  wherever  cond  year. 

the  old   pools  had  been  broken  down  and  That  about  the  end  6f  the  year  1780  the 

washed  away,  or  where  the  course  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction   to 

rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones  ne-  the  order  above  mentioned,  did  take  away  the 

eessary,  in  consideration  of  the  great  sums  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade, 

stipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  govern-  though  ho  disclaimed,  at  the  same  time,  any 

ment.  inlerUion  qf  itnpfying  a  eeruure  on  their  man^ 

That  ttM  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  agement, 

and  the  permission  afterwards  annexed  to  the  That  in   March,  1781,  the  said  Warren 

■enmd  of  the  said    grants,    become   much  Hastings  did  grant  to  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of 

more  reprehensible  from  the  consideration  of  Lawrence  Sulivan,  chairman  of  the  court  of 

the  circumstances  of  the  person,  to  whom  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  a  con- 

■och  a  grant  was  made.  tract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  without  ad- 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  re-  vertising  for  proposals,  and  witlujut  even  re- 
quired local  knowledge  and  experience,  which  ceiving  any  written  proposals  from  him,  the 
the  said  Archibald  Frazer,  being  an  officer  in  said  Sulivan ;  that  he  granted  this  contract 
the  supreme  court  of  justice,  could  not  have  for  four  years,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
possessed.  Sulivan,  did  omit  that  clause,  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  preceding  contract,  and  by  which 
— — —  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined  by 

orders  from  the  company ;  the  said  Warreo 

XII.  coifTBACTS  FOR  OPIUM.  Hastings  declaring,  contrary  to  truth,  that such 

clause  was  now  unnecessary,  as  the  directors 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  had  approved  the  contract. 
in  Bengal  and  Babar  is  a  considerable  and  That  the  said  Sulivan  had  been  but  a  few 
lucrative  article  in  the  export  trade  of  those  months  in  Bengal  when  the  above  contract 
provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce  has  been  was  given  him ;  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  the 
for  many  years  monopolized  either  by  indi-  country  and  to  all  the  local  commerce  thereof^ 
▼iduals  or  by  the  government ;  that  the  court  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the  management 
of  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  in  of  such  a  concern ;  and  that  the  said  Sali« 
eoDsideration  of  the  hardship  imposed  on  the  van,  instead  of  executing  the  contract  him- 
Mtire  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  self,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining  the  same, 
iHw  were  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  assign  it  over  to  John  Benn  and  others ;  and 
dealing  with  many  competitors,  and  compelled  in  consideration  of  such  assignment  did  re» 
to  sell  the  produce  of  Uieir  labour  to  a  single  ceive  from  the  said  Benn  a  great  sum  of  mo- 
monopolist,  did  authorise  the  govemour-gene-  ney. 

ral  and  council  to  give  up  that  commodity  as  That,  from  the  preceding  flusts,  as  well  ■■ 

an  article  of  commerce.  from  sundry  other  circumstances  of  reatrie- 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  tions  taken  off  (particularly  by  abolishing  the 

to  be  a  monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  govern-  office  of  inspector  into  the  qualitr  of  the  ooi- 
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■m)  asd  of  beneficial  clauses  introduced,  it  modity,  for  which,  either  in  the  ordinary 

appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  gave  and   regular    course  of  public   auction,  or 

this  contract  to  the  said  Stephen  Suliran  in  even  by  private  contract,  there  was,  as  he 

eontradiction  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di-  affirmed,  no  sale,  did,  under  pretenc«  of  finding 

rectors,  and  without  any  regard  to  ti  e  inte-  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the  company 

rests  of  the  Indiacompany,  for  thesole  purpose  in  an  enterprise  of  great  and  certain  expense, 

of  creating  an  instant  fortune  for  the  the  sai  j  subject  to  a  manifest  risk,  and  full  of  disgrace 

Salivan  at  the  expense  of  tlM  India  company,  to  the  East-India  company,  not  only  in  their 

without  any  claim  of  service  or  pretence  of  p  litica!  character,  as  a  great  sovereign  pow- 

Bierit  on  his  part,  and  without  any  apparmt  er  in  India,  but  in  their  commercial  character, 

motive  whatever,  except  that  of  securing  or  as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of .mer^ 

rewarding  the  attachment  and  support  of  his  diaiits :  and  that  the  execution  of  this  enter* 

&thv,  Lawrence  Sulivan,  a  person  of  great  prise  was  accompanied    with  sundry  other 

authority  and  influence  in  the  direction  of  the  engagements  with  other  persons,  in  all  of 

ooapany's  affairs,  and  notoriously  attached  which  the  company's  interest  was  constantly 

to  and  connected  with  the  said  Warren  Hast-  sacrificed  to  that  of  individuals  favoured  by 

ings.  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan  neither  po«-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  first  en- 
susased,  nor  protended  to  possess,  any  skill  gaged  in  a  scheme  to  export  one  thousand 
in  the  business  of  his  contract ;  that  he  ex-  four  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of  opium,  on 
erted  no  industry,  nor  showed,  or  could  show,  the  company's  account,  on  board  a  ship  be- 
any exactness  in  the  performance  of  it,  since  longing  to  Cudbert  Thomhill ;  half  of  which 
bs  immediately  sold  (he  contract  for  a  sum  of  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  coasting  voyage, 
Boaey  to  another  person  (for  the  sole  pur-  and  the  remainder  in  Canton.  That  besides 
pose  o(  which  sale  it  must  be  presumed,  the  the  freight  and  commission  payable  to  the 
same  was  given)  by  which  person  another  said  Thomhill  on  this  adventure,  twelve  pie- 
profit  was  to  be  made  ;  and  by  that  person  the  ces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  company  were 
same  was  again  sold  to  a  third,  by  whom  •  lent  for  arming  the  ship ;  though  his  original 
third  profit  was  to  be  made.  proposal  was,  that  the  ship  should  be  armed 
.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  at  his  expense.  That  this  part  of  the  adven- 
rery  tione  when  he  engaged  the  company  in  a  ture,  depending  for  its  success  on  a  prudent 
eontract  for  engrossing  the  whole  of  the  opium  and  fortunate  management  of  various  sales 
produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  in  the  ensuing  and  resales  in  the  cotu^e  of  a  circuitous  voy* 
fear  years,  on  terms  of  such  exorbitant  pro-  age ;  and  being  exposed  to  such  risk  both  of 
fit  to  the  contractor,  affirmed,  "  there  was  sea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had 
little  prospect  of  selling  the  opium  in  Bengal  declined  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  was  particu- 
•t  a  reasonable  price ;  and  that  it  was  but  larly  unfit  for  a  great  trading  company,  and 
Batnral  to  suppose  that  the  price  of  opium  could  not  be  undertaken  on  their  account  with 
wntU  ftJl  Jrim  the  demand  being  Ueeened:"  any  rational  prospect  of  advantage. 
that,  in  a  letter  dated  the  6th  of  May,  1781,  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  soon  after 
he  informed  the  directors, "  that  owing  to  the  engaged  in  another  scheme  for  exporting  two 
indifferent  state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  thousand  chests  of  opium  directly  to  China 
the  eastward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  on  the  company's  account,  and  for  that  pur^ 
insurance,  which  the  war  had  occasioned,  pose  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by  Henry 
they  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  opi-  Wttson,  the  company's  chief  engineer,  to 
om  of  the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advan-  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  and 
lage  as  they  expected ;  and  that  more  than  to  deliver  it  to  the  company's  supercargoes. 
half  of  it  remained  still  in  their  ware-  That  afler  the  offer  of  the  said  Henry  Watson 
"  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  him  was 
goilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  produced  at  the  board,  in  which  he  declared, 
itnaots,  and  his  employers  in  monopoliz-  that  he  was  unable  to  equip  the  ship  with  a 
iag  fiir  their  pretended  use  an  article  of  com-  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested  that 
■sicis,  fer  which  he  declared  no  pttreha$er»  he  might  be  furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  from 
kai  ^^irsd,  and  that  there  wu  little  jtroeptei  the  company's  stores  at  Madras  ;  with  which 
^  «>y  ^'"^  i  <fi^  ^^  P^^  *if  toAieA,  he  request  the  board  complied.  Tint  it  ap- 
mad,  it  woe  hut  natural  to  tuppoee  uwuld  fall,  pears  that  George  Williamson,  the  compa> 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  ny's  auctioneer  at  Calcutta,  having  com* 
Us  oiwn  act,  loaded  the  company  with  a  com*  plained,  that  by  this  mode  of  exporting  the 
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opium,  which   used  to   be  told   by  public  fir  a  Wter  markeL    The  factory  <limaH 

anetion,  be  lost  his  commisnon  ai  auctioneer,  the  loi»  to  the  company,  including  port  char* 

ibe  board  aJ.owed  him  to  draw  a  commission  gee,  demurrage,  and  &ctory  charges  allowed 

of  one  per  f.ent.  on  all  the  opium  which  had  the  captain,  at  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  ban* 

been  or  was  to  be  exported.    That  it  ap-  dred  aikl  ninety-three  dollars,  or  about  twcn^ 

paars,  that  the  coniraclor  for  opium  (whose  thwisanrl  pounds  sterling, 

proper  duties  and  emoluments,  as  contractor,  That  the  company's  &ctory  at  China,  after 

eoM  with  the  delivery  of  the  opiiun)wms  also  stating  the  foregoing  facts  to  the  court  of  di- 

allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the  opium  rectors,  conclude  with  the  following  general 

then  shipping  on  the  company's  account ;  but  obserrations  thereon ;  "  on  a  review  of  these 

Cat  what  reason,  or  on  what  pretence,  does  not  circumstances,  with  the  extravagant  and  unu- 

■ppear.  sual  terms  of  the  freight,  demurrage,  &ctory 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  darges,  he  kc,  we  cannot  help  being  of 
to  pay  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan  in  advance  opinion,  that  private  considerations  have  been 
for  the  opium  furnished,  or  to  be  furnished,  suffered  to  interfere  too  much  for  any  beo^i 
by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did  that  may  have  been  intended  to  the  boooura* 
borrow  the  sura  of  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  at  .  ble  company.  We  hope  for  the  honourable 
eight  per  cent,  or  two  hundred  thousand  oomrt't  approbation  of  our  conduct  in  this 
pmmds  sterling,  to  be  repaid  by  draughts  to  aflkir.  The  novelty  and  nature  of  the  con- 
bo  drawn  on  the  company,  by  their  supercar-  aignments  hare  been  the  source  of  much  trou- 
goes,  in  China,  provided  the  opium  consigned  ble  and  anxiety;  and,  though  we  wished  to 
to  them  should  arrive  safe ;  but  that  if  the  ad-  have  bad  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  may 
venture  failed,  whether  by  the  lots  of  the  truly  say  we  have  exceeded  our  expectations.*' 
ships  or  otherwise,  the  subKribers  to  the  above  That  every  part  of  thb  transaction,  fiiHn 
loan  were  to  be  repaid  their  capital  and  inte-  the  monopoly,  with  which  it  commeooed,  to 
reet  out  of  the  companjr's  treasury  in  Bengal,  the  contrai>and  dealing,  with  which  it  condod- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  ed,  criminates  the  said  Warren  Hastings  with 
this  manner  purchased  a  commodity,  for  wilfiil  disobedience  of  orders  and  a  continued 
which  be  said  there  was  no  sale,  and  paid  for  breach  of  trust ;  that  every  st^  taken  in  it 
it  with  money  which  he  was  obliged  to  bor-  was  attended  with  heavy  loss  to  the  company, 
row  at  a  high  interest,  was  still  more  crimi-  and  with  a  sacrifice  of  their  interest  to  that  of 
oal  in  his  attempt  or  pretended  plan  to  intro-  individuals,  and  that  if  finally  a  profit  had  re- 
duce it  clandestinely  into  China.  That  the  im-  suited  to  the  company  from  siidi  a  transao- 
portation  of  opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  tion,  no  profit  attending  it  could  compensate 
the  Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on  for  the  probable  risk  to  which  their  trade  m 
seizure,  is  burnt ;  the  vessel,  that  imports  it,  China  was  thereby  exposed ;  or  for  the  oer- 
confiscated ;  and  the  Chinese,  in  whose  posses-  tain  dishonour  and  consequent  distrast  which 
■ion  it  may  be  found  for  sale,  punished  with  the  East-India  company  must  incor  in  the 


death.  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government,  by  being 

That  the  govemour-general  and    council  gaged  in  a  low,  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited 

wore  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  by  the  laws  of  the  country, 
prohibitions  and  penalties,  and  did  therefore 

inform  the  supercargoes  in  China,  that  the  — — 

■Up  belonging  to  the  said  Henry  Watson 

would  enter  the  river  at  China  as  an  armed  ziii.  APPOiirrMSKT  or  r.  i.  svlitav. 
■hip,  and  wouid  not  be  reported  a»  bearing  a 

cargo  of  opium;  that  being  contraband  trade.  That,  in  the  month  of  Fd)niary,  1781, 
That  of  the  above  two  ships,  the  first,  belong-  Mr.  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,- secretary  to 
bag  to  Cudbert  Thomhill,  was  taken  by  the  the  select  committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  ap- 
Freoch ;  and  that  the  second,  arriving  in  plied  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed  to  Calcutta 
China,  did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  en  Mm  private  qfmre.  That  being  the  confi- 
distress  to  the  company's  supercargoes  there,  dential  secretary  to  the  select  committee  ai 
who  had  not  been  previously  consulted  on  the  Fort  St.  George,  and  consequently  poese— ed 
formation  of  the  plan,  and  were  exposed  to  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  of  the  company, 
great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  execution  of  aa  far  as  they  related  to  that  government,  he 
their  part  of  it.  That  the  ship  was  delayed,  went  privately  into  the  service  of  the  nabob 
at  a  demurrage  of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  of  Arcot ;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  pro- 
fur  upwards  of  three  months,  waiting  in  vain  oeeding  to  Calcatta  on  his  private  bmbien. 
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wderiook  a  commission  from  the  said  toilxh  William,  at  the  specif.  1  recommendation  and 

k>  the  gOTernour-f^neral  and  couucili  to  n^.)-  Snsttance  of  Warren  HastingSj  Esqaire,  then 

iate  with  them  in  (avour  of  certain  projects  of  goyemour-general,  and  contrary  to  the  declared 

iw  said  nahob,  which  had  bsec  reprobated  by  opinion  and  protest  of  three  of  the  members  of 

be  company.  the  council ;  viz,  Philip  Francis  and  Kdward 

That  the  said  Sulivan  was  sooo  after  ap-  Wheler,  Esquires,  who  were  present;  tnd 

Minted  back  again  by  the  said  Warren  Haft-  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  was  ahsei^t  (by 

lasstothe  office  of  resident  at  the  durbar  of  the  whose  absence  the  casting  voice  of  the  laid 

said  nabob  of  Arcot.    That  it  was  a  high  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed,)   did 

criow  and  misdemeanour  in  the  «aid  Hastings  conclude  a  treaty  of  perpetual  firiendship  and 

to  encourage  so  dangerous  an  example  in  tne  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  a  Hin« 

eonpany's  service,  and  to  interfere  unneces-  doo  prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  for 

wuilj  with  the  government  of  Madras  in  the  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  forces  of 

discharge  of  the  duties  peculiarly  ascribed  to  the  said  ranna  in  opposition  to  the  Mahrattas. 

them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  compa-  That,  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipo- 

ny,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  lated  with  the  said  ranna,  by  the  said  Warren 

ud  con6dential  situation  a  man  who  had  so  Hastings,  "that  whenever  peace  should  be  con* 

reoeatly  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to  hia  eluded  between  the  company  and  the  Mahratta 

anqylojers.  atate,  the  maha  rajah  should  be  included  as  a 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  the  letter  to  ptrty  in  the  treaty  which  should  be  made  for 

Bengal,  dated  the  Itth  of  July,  1782,  and  that  purpose,  and  his  present  possessions, 

receiTod  there  on  the  18th  of  February,  178S|  together  with  the  fort  of  Gualior,  whidi  of 

did  €€ndernn  and  revoke  the  said  appointment,  old  belonged  to  the  fiunily  of  the  maha  rajdi,- 

That  the  said  directors,  in  theirs  to  Fort  St.  if  it  should  be  then  in  his  possession,  and 

Qeorge.  dated  the  28th  of.  August,  1782,  and  such  countries  as  he  should  have  acquire 

raeeired  there  the  31  St  of  January,  178S,  did  ed   in    the  course   of  war,  and  which   it 

highly  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  said  Suli-  should   then  be  v'Ti'pulated  to  lo&ve  in  his 

van ;  and,  in  order  to  deter  their  servants  hands,  shookl  b<:  i^ujirantied  to  him  by  such 

from  practices  of  the  samo  Uod,  did  dindtt  treaty." 

kmfovm  their  aerviee.  That  in  iLn  h\e  war  against  the  Mahrattas 

That  the  said  Hastings  knowing  tisat  tlia  the  said  rarnia  of  Gohud  did  actually  join  the 

ivan's  appointment  iiad  been  con-  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 


Sulivan's  appointment 

denned  and  revoked  by  the  court  of  diroctors,  Muir,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and 

and  pretending  that  on  the  16th  of  March,  1^200  cavalry,  and  did  then  serve  in  person 

178S,  he  did  not  know  that  the  said  Sulivan  against  the  Mahrattas,  thereby  affording  ma« 

WW  ^Usttdued  from  the  oom<>any's  service,  terial  assistance,  and  rendering  essential  ser- 

thoogfa  that  &ct  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  vice  to  the  company. 

SIst  of  the  preceding  January,  did  rccominend  That,  in  conformity  to  the  above  mentioned 

dM  said  Sulivan  to  be  ambasadour  at  the  trea^,  in  the  fourth  article  of  ihe  treaty  of 

eonn  of  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  subahdar  of  the  peace,  concluded  on  the  ISlh  of  October,  1781| 

deecan,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  oiden  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  the  En- 

of  the  ooort  of  directors.  glish  company,  and   Madajee  Scindia  the 

That  even  admitdng,wbat  b  highly  impro-  Mahratta  general,  the  said  rann<i  v£  Gohud 

bable,  that  the  dUmistion  of  the  said  Sulivan  W(  expressly  included. 

Ihm  the  service  of  the  said  company  was  not  That,  notwithstanding  the  said  exc*re»  pro- 

known  at  Calcutta  in  forty-three  days  from  ▼!iii"n  and  agreement,  Madajee  Scindia  pro* 

Madras,  the  last  mentioned  nomination  of  the  ceedcd  to  attack  the  forts  and  lay  waste  the 

said  Sulivan  was  made  at  least  in  contempt  territories,  oT  tlie  said  ranna,  and  did  under- 

of  the  censure  already  expressed  by  the  court  take  to  prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  the 

of  directors  at  his  former  appointment  to  the  space  of  two  years ;  in  the  course  of  which 

dmtor  of  the  nabob  of  Aroot,  and  which  was  the  ranna  and  his  family  were  reduced  to  ex* 

eertiinly  known  to  the  said  Hastings.  treme  distress,  and  in  the  end  he  was  deprived 

of  his  fbrts,  and  the  whole,  not  only  of  his 

~~~"*  acquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  do* 

ziT.  KAif HA  or  O0BT7D.  minions,  so  specially  guarantied  to  lum  by  tht 

^  British  government  in  both  the  above-moH 

That  on  the  second  of  Dsosober,  ITT^i  tioned  treaties. 

Ihe  goremour-general  and  council  oif  Fort  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  wts  dulf 
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and  regularly  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  him,  and  is  expressive  of  the  satis&ction 

war  against  the  rannsj  and  of  every  event  which  the  said  Hastings  acknowledges  him- 

thereof ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only  self  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  distresses  of  the 

neglected  in  any  manner  to  interfere  th^ein  said  ranna,  the  ally  of  the  company, 

in  favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  to  use  any  en-  That  the  measures  therein  recommended 

deavours  to  prevent    the  infraction  of  the  i^pear  rather  to  have  been  designed  to  satisfy 

treaty,  but   gave  considerable   countenance  Madajee  Sciodia,  and  to  justify  the  conduct 

and  encouragement  to  Madajee  Scindia  in  of  the  British  government  in  not  having  taken 

his  violation  of  it,  both  by  the  residence  of  a  more  active  and  a  more  hostile  part  against 

the  British  minister  in  the  Mahratta  camp,  the  said  ranna,  than  an  intercession  on  his 

and  by  the  approbation  shown  by  the  said  behalf. 

Warren  Hastings  to  the  promises  made  by  That  though  no  consideration  of  good  (aith, 
his  agent  of  observing  the  strictest  neutrality,  or  observance  of  treaties,  could  induce  the 
notwithstanding  he  was  in  justice  bound,  and  said  Hastings  to  incur  the  hazard  of  any  hos- 
stood  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  tile  exertioo  of  the  British  force  for  the  de- 
engagements,  to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  fence  or  the  relief  of  the  allies  of  the  com- 
ranna  from  those  enemies,  whose  reseotmenl  pany,  yet  in  the  said  private  letter  he  direct- 
ho  had  provoked  only  by  his  adhereoca  to  the  ed,  thttt,  in  case  his  mediation  should  be  ac- 
mterests  of  the  British  nation.  cepted,  it  should  be  made  a  tpeeific  condition 

That,  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  aomid  that,  if  ihi  aaid  ranna  thould  take  advantage 

the  disposition  (^  Madajee  Scindia,  relative  qf  Skmdia^t  <d>tenee  to  renew  his  hoetilities, 

to  a  pacification  between  him  and  the  ranna  «m  eugh  in  that  ca$e,  on  requieition,  to  m- 

of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  Mr.  vadg  At  domimom  of  the  ranna. 

Anderson,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  That  no  beneScial  effects  could  have  been 

received,  did  clearly  and  explicitly  declare  to  yrocureJ  to  the  Mud  ranna  by  an  offer  of  media- 

Bhow  Bucksey,  the  minister  of  the  Madajee  tion  delayed  till  Scindia  no  longer  wanted 

Scindia,  the  sentiments  of  the  said  Warren  **  cur  ostitftmcs  to  cruth  to /alien  an  enemy;** 

Hastings,  in  the  words  following  : — "  that  it  ftt  the  same  time  that  no  reason  was  given 

vTas  so  far  from  your  (the  said  Hastings*)  to  Scindia  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  (&aw- 

meaning,  to  intercede  in  his  (the  said  ran-  ing  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  the  Bri- 

na's)  favour,  that  I  only  desired  him  to  sound  tisn  government  by  a  disregard  of  their  propo- 

Scindia's  sentiments,  and  in  case  he  was  d»*  sal,  and  the  destruction  of  their  ally, 

sirous  of  peace,  to  mention  what  I  said ;  but  That  it  was  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery 

if  ho  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the  war,  I  in  the  said  Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to 

begged  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  obtain  honourable  terms  for  the  ranna,  and  aafo- 

of  what  had  passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  ty  for  his  person  and  &mily,  till  he  had  been  de- 

entirely  .*'  I»ived  of  his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which 

That  it  afterwards  appeared  in  a  minute  his  uncle  lost  his  life,  and  on  the  capture  of 

of  tho  said  Hastings,  in  council  at  Fort  Wil-  which  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  dishonour  con- 

liam,  on  the  22d  of  September,  178S,  that  he  sequent  upon  falling  into  the  hands  of  her 

promised,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  the  enemies,  had  deetroyed  htredf  hy  on  esrpZo- 

council,  to  write  to  Lieutenant  James  Andor-  man  (jf  gunpotoder, 

son  in  fiivour  of  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  and  lay  Tbit,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 

bis  letter  before  the  board.  oflbr  of  mediation  was  ever  actually  made, 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  pro-  or  any  influence  exerted,  either  for  the  safety 

fessing  not  to  recollect  his  said  promise,  did  of  the  ranna's  person  and  family,  or  in  miti- 

negleet  to  ton'te  a  formal  letter  to  Lieutenant  gation  of  the  rigor  one  intentiona  supposed  by 

Andereon  in  favour  qf  the  said  ranna  of  Go^  Lieutenant  Anderson  to  have  been  entertained 

hrndf  and  that  the  private  letter,  the  extract  of  against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  after  his  sur- 

which  the  said  Hastings  did  lay  before  the  render. 

board  on  the  21  st  of  October,  1783,   so  far  That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions 

from  directing  any  effectual  interference  in  given  by  him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  his 

Ikvour  of  tho  said  ranna,  or  commanding  his  ccniduct  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  peace 

agent,  the  said  James  Anderson,  to  interpose  with  the  Mahrattas,  expressed  his  determi- 

tbe  mediation  of  the  British  government  to  nation  to  desert  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the 

procure  "  honoturable  terma^  for  the  said  ran-  following  words :  "  you  will  of  course  be  nt- 

■a,  or  even  *'  safety  to  hie  pereon  and  fand-  tentive   to  any  engagements  subsisting  be- 

^,'*  contains  the  bitterest  invectives  against  tween  us  and  other  powers,  in  settling  tba 
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of  peace  and  allianoe  with  the  Mah-  fessed,  "  that  the  most  sacred  obsenrance  of 

lattaa ;  I  except  from  this  the  raniui  of  Go-  treaties,  justice,  and  good  &ith,  were  neces- 

Imd.'*     "  Leave  him  to  settle  his  own  affairs  sary  to  the  extstence  of  the  national  interesta 

with  the  Mahrattas.*  in  that  country.    And  though  the  raid  Hasl- 

Thal    the   said    Anderson    appears    very  ings  has  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 

assiduously  to  have  sought  for  grounds  to  laws  of  this  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine 

justify   the  execution  of  this    part   of  his  <*  by  the  punishment  of  persons  in  the  possea- 

iBstmclions,  to  which,  however,  be  was  at  all  sion  of  power,  who  may  be  impelled  by  the  pro- 

•Teats  obliged  to  conform.  vocation  of  ambition,  avarice,  or  vengeance, 

That  even  after  his  application  for  that  pur*  stronger  than  the  restrictions  of  integrity  and 

poae  to  the  Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise 

■nch  to  be  suspected,  because  it  was  their  maxim." 

^ttereat  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  ob-  That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing 

ject  to  destroy  the  said  ranna,  no  satisfactory  from  these  his  own  principles,  with  a  ftill  and 

proof  wms  obtained  of  his  defection  from  the  just  sense  of  the  guilt  he  would  thereby  in* 

sagagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the  cur,  and  in  sacrificing  the  allies  of  this  coun* 

company.  try  "  to  the  provoeattont  of  ambition^  ovortce, 

That,  moreover,  if  all  the  diarges,  which  or  vengeaneo"  in  violation  of  the  national 

have  been  pretended  against  the  ranna,  and  have  fiuth  and  justice,  did  commit  a  gross  and  wil- 

becn  alleged  by  the  said  Hastings  in  justifi-  ful  breach  of  his  duty,  and  was  thereby  guilty 

catioa  of  his  conduct,  had  been  well  founded,  of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
and  proved  to  be  true,  the  subject  matter  of 

those  accusations  and  the  proofs,  by  whidi  -^^^ 
they  were  to  be  supported,  were  known  to 

Colonel  Muir  before  the  conclusion  of  the  xt.asveiiuxs. 
treaty  he  entered  into  with  Madajee  Scindia  i 

lad  therefore,  whatever  suspicions  may  hava  tart  i. 
bean  entertained,  or  whatever  degree  of  crimi- 

■ality  may  have  been  proved  against  the  said  That  the  property  of  the  lands  in  Beo- 

ramia,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  gal,  is,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  ol 

time  he  was  so  provided  for  and  included  in  that  country,  an  inheritable  property,  and  that 

the  said  treaty,  he  was  fully  and  justly  enti-  it  is,  with  few  exceptions,  vested  in  certain 

tied  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the  natives,  called  zemindars,  or  landholders,  uo- 

oompany,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  der  whom  other   natives,  called   talookdars 

receive  the  protection  of  the  British  govern-  and  ryots,  hold  certain  subordinate  rights  of 

Bent.  property,  or  occupancy,  in  the  said   lands: 

That  these  considerations  were  urged  by  that  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos,  and  that 

Mr.  Anderson  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  their  right*  and  priviUgei  are  grounded  upon 

m  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  1781,  and  the  poueetion  i^  regular  grant*,  a  long  eerie* 

were  enforced  by  this  additional  argument,  t(f  family  *ucct*aion,  and  fair  purchate :  ih:*l 

**  that  in  point  of  policy,  I  believe  it  ought  it  appears  that  Bengal  has  been  under  the 

aot    to   be  our  wish,    that    the   Mahrattas  dominion  of  the  Mogul,  and  subject  to  a  Ma- 

sboald  ever  recover  the  fortress  of  Gualior;  homedan  government,  for  above   two   hun- 

it  forms  an  important  barrier  to  our  own  pos-  dred  years.    That,  while  the  Mogul  govern* 

sessions.     In  the  hands  of  the  ranna  it  can  be  ment  ^as  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  k^ 

of  no  prejudice  to  us ;  and  notwithstanding  mindars  was  held  taered ;  and  that  either  by 

the  present  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  voluntary  grant  from  the  said  Mogul,  or  by 

betwixt  OS  and  the  Mahrattas,  it  seems  high-  composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindoos 

ly  expedient  ±at  there  shoukl  always  remain  were  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed 

seme  strong  barrier  to  separate  us,  on  this  possession  of  their  lands,  on  the  single  condi- 

side  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  powerful  tion  of  paying  a  fixed,  certain,  and  unalterable 

nation."  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the  Mogul  govern* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  highly  ment :  that  this  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  was 

ealpable  in  abandoning  the  said  ranna  to  the  called  the  aueail  jiumma,  or  original  ground* 

fbry  of  bb  enemies,  thereby  forfeiting  the  rent  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not  increased 

honour,  and  injuring  the  credit  of  the  British  from  the  time  when  it  was  first  settled  in 

nation  in    India,  notwithstanding   the  said  1573,  to  1740,  when  the  regular  and  effective 

Hastings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had  pro-  Mogul  government  ended :    that,  Crom  that 
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time  to  1765,  invasions,  usurpations,  and  Ta-  tual  interest  which  the  former  hath  in  the  < 

riooB  revolutions  took  place  in  the  goremment  tr j,  and  because  his  inheritance  cannot  be 

of  Bengal,    in   consequence  of  which    the  removed ;  and  it  would   be   improbable  that 

cooDtry  was  considerablj  reduced  and  impove-  he  should  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  eloping  from 

riahed,  when  the  East-India  company  reoeiv-  his  district,  which  is  too  frequently  practised 

ad  from  the  prH9cnt  Mogul  emperor,  Sh&  by  a  farmer  when  he  is  hard  pressed  for  the 

Alom,  a  grant  of  the  dcwanny,  or  collection  of  payment  of  his  balances,  and  as  frequently 

the  rerenuc!} :  tK\i,  about  the  year  1770,  the  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm  r* 

(Mtmnces  of  Bengal  and  Bahv  were  visited  that  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  declai* 

with  a  dreadful    fanilno  and  mortality,  by  rations  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastingi 

which  at   least  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lots  of  one-third  of  the   inhabitants, 

perished :  "  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did, 

Ml  declared,  "  tliat  he  had  always  hcaid  the  imm^ately  after  his  appointment  to  the  gov- 

loHi  of  inhabitants  reckuneil  ct  a  third,  and  in  emment,  in  the  year  1778,  make  an  arbitrary 

many  places  near  one-half,  of   the  whole ;  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  hve  years,  at  a 

and  that  he  knew  nut  by  what  mcars  such  a  higher  rate  than  had  ever  been  received  b»- 

low  could  be  recruited  in  four  or  five  years,  fore,  and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulating 

and  believed  it  impossib'c.*'    That,  noverthe-  increase  on  each  of  the  four  last  years  of  the 

leas,  the  revenue  was  rioUntljf  kept  up  to  U»  said  settlement. 

fifrmer  standard^  ti\ai  is,  in  the  two  years  im*  That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property 
mediately  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  and  inheritance,  repeatedly  acknowledged  by 
■aid  Warren  Hasiings  to  the  government  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be  in  the  zemin- 
Fort  William ;  in  consequence  of  which  th$  dars,  and  other  native  landholders ;  and  not- 
Ttmaiidng  two-lhirds  t*f  the  inhabitanU  were  withstanding  ho  had  declared  "  that  the  secu- 
Miged  to  pay  for  the  lands  now  left  without  rity  of  private  property  is  the  greatest  en- 
adtivation ;  and  that  from  the  year  1770  to  couragement  to  industry,  on  which  the  wealth 
the  year  1775,  Me  country  had  languish^,  of  every  state  depends;"  the  said  WarrMi 
emd  the  evil  continued  enhancing  every  day  :  Hastings,  nevertheless,  in  direct  vioIaticMi  of 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  those  acknowledged  rights  and  principles,  did 
the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  direct-  universally  let  the  lands  of  Bengal  in  farm 
on,   dated    1st  September,   1773,  declared,  for  five  years;    thereby  destroying  all  the 
"  that  the  lands  had  suflfcred  imheard-of  de-  rights  of  private  property  of  the  zemindars  ; 
population   by  the  famine  and  mortality  of  thereby  delivering  the  management  of  their 
1769 ;  that  the  collcclions,  violently  kept  up  estates  to  farmers,  and  transferring  by  a  most 
to  their  former  standard,  had  added   to  the  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power,  the  whole 
distress  of  the  conuiry,  and  threatened  a  gene-  landed  property  of  Bengal  from  the  owners 
ral  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate  to  strangers  :  tnat,  to  accomplish  this  iniqui« 
remedies  were  applied  to  prevent  it."     That  tous  purpose,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastingi, 
the  said    Warren    Hastings    has    declared,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a  pretended 
*<  that,  by  intrusting  the  collections  to  the  he-  public  auction,  and  invited  all  persons  tomois 
reditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be  treat-  proposals  for  farming  the  same,  thereby  en- 
ed  with  more  ten'Iemesf^  the  rents  more  im-  couraging  strangers  to  bid  against  the  proprie- 
proved,  and  cultivation  more  likely  to  be  en-  tors ;  in  consequence  of  which  not  only  the 
couraged  ;  that  they  have  a  pcr[ietual  interest  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the  poesea- 
in  the  country  ;  that  their  inheritance  cannot  sion  and  management  of  their  estates,  but  a 
be  removed ;   iliat  they  are  the  proprietors ;  great  part  of  the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  the  lands  arc  ihtir  estates,  and  their  in-  banyans,  or  principal  black  servants  of  Bri- 
beritance ;  that,  from  a  long  continuance  of  tish  subjects,  connected  with  and  protected 
the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  to  be  conclud-  by  the  government :  and  that  the  said  War- 
ed they  have  rivotted  an  authority  in  the  dis-  ren  Hastings  himself  has  since  declared,  that 
trkt,  acquired  an  ascendency  over  the  minds  by  this  way,  the  lands  too  generally  fell  into 
of  the  ryots,  and  ingratiated  lAetr  (tectums,  the  hands  of  deaperate  or  knavish  adveniw 
That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under  the  rers:  that,  before  the  measure  herein  before 
management  of  those  who  have  a  natural  and  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the  said 
ptrpetual  interest  in  their  prosperity,  solid  Warren  Hastings,  did  establish  ceruin  fun- 
advantages  might  be  expected  to  accrue :  t&t  damental  regulations  in  council,  to  be  obeerv^ 
the  zemindar  would  be  less  liable  to  fiulure  or  ed  in  executing  the  same  :  that,  among  thoM 
dafiriencies  :han  the  farmer,  from  the  perpe-  regulations,  it  was  specially  and  strictly  or> 
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that  no  &nn  ifaould  exceed  the  innual  ^  §umM,  for  which  he  wis  wetmXiy  engaged,  ha 
it  of  eiM  lack  of  rupees ;  and  *<  that  no  *  has  acknowledged  an  influence  over  his  ser* 
peabear,  banyan,  or  other  servant,  of  what-  yant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a  por- 
«rer  denomination,  or  the  collector,  or  rela-  pose  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  India 
taon  or  dependant  of  any  such  servant,  should  company,  namely,  to  deprive  them  of  the  se- 
be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  directly  or  in-  curity  of  the  said  Cantoo  Baboons  engage- 
direeily  te  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  ment  for  (arms,  which  on  trial  he  hod  found 
be  security  fur  any  farmer;"  that,  in  direct  not  beneficial,  or  not  likely  to  continue  bene- 
violatioo  of  these  his  own  regulations,  and  in  ficial,  to  himself;  and  that  if  it  was  improper 
breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him,  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  should 
and  sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes  in  which  his  ser^ 
of  his  station,  if  it  had  not  been  expressed  vant  might  be  involved  on  account  of  his 
and  enforced  by  any  positive  institution,  he,  fiurms,  tlut  reason  ought  to  nave  obliged  him 
the  said  Warren  Hajitings,  did  permit  and  to  prevent  his  servant  fi'om  being  engaged  in 
suffer  his  o^n  banyan,  or  principal  black  any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  his 
steward,  named  Cantoo  Baboo,  to  hold  farms  said  servant  to  relinquish  the  remainder  of 
in  different  Pergunnas,  or  districts,  or  to  be  his  farms,  as  well  as  those  which  the  said  War- 
security  for  fiurms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  ren  Hastings  affirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice : 
Wis  of  rupees  [130,00(M.  or  upwards]  per  that  on  tiie  subject  of  the  said  charge,  the 
anoom ;  and  that,  afler  enjoying  the  whole  of    court  of  directors  of  the  East-India  company 
those  farms  fur  two  years,  he  was  permitted  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions :  *'/2e- 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  ao/ved,  that  it  appears  that  the  conduct  of  the 
two  of  them ;  that  on  the  subject  of  the  farms  late  president  and  council  of  Fort  William, 
held  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  in  Bengal,  in  suffering  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  pre- 
iags  Boade  the  following  declaration  :  "  Ma-  sent   governour-general's    banyan,    to    hoki 
ay  of   his  farms  were    taken  without    my  farms    in    different    pergunnas    to  a    large 
kaowledge,  and  almost  all  against  my  advice,  amount,  or  to  be  security  for  such  farms,  con- 
I  had  po  right  to  use  compulsion,  or  authori-  trary  to  the  tenour  and  spirit  of  the  17lh  regu-  ' 
ty ;  Bor  could  I  with  justice  exclude  him,  lation  of  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Fort 
Iwcause  he  was  my  servant,  from  a  liberty  al-  William,  of  the  14th  of  May,   1772,  and 
lowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the  country.   The  aflen/tards  relinquishing  that  security  without 
farms  which  he  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my  ad-  satisfaction  made  to  the  company,  was  high!} 
vice,  because  I  thought  that  he  might  engage  improper,  and  has  been  attended  with  con- 
htmself  beyond  his  abilities,  and  be  involved  siderahle  loss  to  the  company :"  and  that,  in 
b  disputes  which  I  did  not  choose  to  have  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  the  said  War- 
come  before  me  as  judge  of  them."    That  ren  ilastini^s  has  been  guilty  of  gross  collusion 
the  said  declaration  contains  sundry  faUe  and  wirh   hU   servant,  and   manifest    breach  of 
costradictory  assertions :  that,  if  almost  ait  tru^^t  to  his  employers  :  that,  whereas  it  was 
tbe  said  farms  were  taken  against  )its  ailvice,  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
it  cannot  be  true,  that  many  of  Ukui  tvere  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  and  1771, 
taken  without  his  knowledge :  thai,  whether  had  suffered  great  depopulation  and  decay; 
Cnntoo  Baboo  had  been  his  servant  or  not,  and,  that  the  collections  of  those  years,  hav- 
Ihe  said  Warren  HasliD{:s  >>a.s  bound  by  his  ing  been  violently  kept  up  to  their  former 
regulations  to  pr«\>  nt  his  holding  any  standard,  had  added   to  the  distress  of  the 
to  a  greater  amonut  ilion  one  Uck  U  country, — the   settlement    of  the    revenues 
per  annum ;  and  that  the  said  Cantoo  made  by  him  for  five  years,  commencing  thd 
Baboo,  being  the  servant  of  the  governour-  Isl  May,  1772,  instead  of  offering  any  ahate- 
|cneral,  was  excluded  by  the  said  regulations  ment  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  hadsur- 
vooi  holding  any  fiurms  whatever ;  that  if  (as  vived  the  famine,  hekl  out  to  the  East-India 
tbe  directors  observe)  it  nas  thought  danger-  company  a  promise  of  great  increase  of  reve- 
ona  to  pern  .it  a  banjran  of  a  oi.lUctor  to  be  nue,  to  be  exacted  from  the  country  by  the 
conomed  in  farms,  the  same  or  r7ou<;cr  objec-  means  herein  before  described :  that  this  sel- 
liona  would  always  lie  againit  li>9  guvcmour's  tlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably 
banyan  bein«  so  conccrticd :    that  the  said  short,  even  in  the  first  of  the  five  years,  when 
Witm  Hastings  had  a  right  and  was  bound  the  demand  was  the  lightest ;  and  that,  on  tbe 
hf  bis  duty  to  prevent  bis  servant  from  hold-  whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  coliectioni 
inf  tbe  same :    that,  in  advising  the  said  fell  short  of  the  settlement  to  the  enormouf 
Ciuitoo  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half  stcrlingi 
Vol.  HI. — IS 
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and  apwards :  tLat  such  a  MttlemeDt,  if  it  to  maintain  them,  and  thai  they  would  on^ 

bad  been,  or  could  have  been  rigorouily  ex-  be  productive  of  experuo  to  the  eompany,  end 

acted  from  a  country  abisady  so  distrested,  and  unmerited  vexation  to  the  partieM 
from  a  population  so  impaired  .  that,  in  the 

belief  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  it  was  '^— 

impossible  that  such  loss  could  be  recruited 

in  four  or  five  years,  would  have  been  in  ikct,  «  e  t  e  h  u  x. 

what  it  appeared  to  be  in  form,  an  act  of  the 

most  cruel  and  tyrannical  oppression;  but  that  part  ii. 
the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand  up- 
on the  natives  of  Bengal  was  to  oblige  th«n  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  ok 
to  compound  privately  with  persons  who  form-  sundry  occasions,  declared  his  delibmite  opin- 
ed the  settlement,  and  who  threatened  to  en-  ion  generally  against  all  innovations,  and  par- 
force  it :  that  the  enormous  balances  and  re-  ticularly  in  the  collection  and  management  of 
missions  on  that  settlement  arose  from  a  gene-  the  rerraues  of  Bengal ;  that  "  he  was  well 
ral  collusion  between  the  farmers  and  collect-  aware  of  the  expense  and  inconvenience,  uMdk 
ors,  and  from  a  general  peculation  and  em-  ever  attend*  innovations  o/all  kind* on  their  6t9t 
bezzlement  of  the  revenues,  by  which  the  instituti<m.  That  innovations  are  ahoay*  at- 
East-India  company  was  grossly  imposed  tended  with  difficultiesand  inconveniences,  and 
on,  in  the  first  instance,  by  a  promised  tii-  innovations  in  the  revenue  with  a  suspension 
erea»e  of  revenue ;  and  defrauded,  in  the  second  of  the  collections ;  that  the  continual  varia- 
not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  inereaUy  but  tions  in  the  mode  of  collectug  the  revenne, 
by  the  revenues  fklling  short  of  what  they  and  the  continual  usurpation  of  the  rights 
were  two  years  preceding  the  said  settlement  of  the  people,  have  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the 
to  a  great  amount.  That  the  said  Warren  ryots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinances  of 
Hastings,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  gov-  government  :'*  that  the  court  of  directors  have 
emment  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  repeatedly  declared  their  apprehensions  *'  that 
■aid  imposition,  fraud,  peculation,  and  en^x-  a  sudden  transition  from  one  mode  to  another, 
clement,  and  is  principally  and  specially  in  the  investigation  and  collection  of  their 
answerable  fbr  the  same ;  and  that  whereas  revenue,  might  have  alarmed  the  inhabitants, 
sundry  proofs  of  the  said  peculation  and  em-  lessened  their  confidence  in  the  company's 
bezzlement  were  brought  before  the  court  of  proceedings,  and  been  attended  with  other 
directors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated  evils  :**  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  im- 
4th  of  March,  1778,  and  signed  by  William  mediately  afler  his  appointment  to  the  govern- 
Devaynes  and  Nathaniel  Smith,  Esquires,  ment  of  Fort  William,  in  April,  1772,  did 
now  diairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  said  abolish  the  office  of  nai6  dtion,  or  native  col- 
court,  and  members  of  this  house)  did  de-  lector  of  the  revenues,  then  existing ;  that  he 
clare,  that,  '<  although  it  was  rather  their  wish  did,  at  the  same  time,  appoint  a  committee 
to  prevent  future  evils,  than  to  enter  into  a  of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit  through  the 
severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses,  yet,  as  provinces,  and  to  form  a  settlement  of  the 
in  some  of  the  cases  then  before  them,  they  revenues  for  five  years  :  that  he  did  then  ap- 
conceived  there  had  been  ^a^ant  corruption,  point  sundry  of  the  company  b  servants  to 
and  in  others  great  oppressions  committed  on  have  the  management  of  Uie  collections,  viz. 
the  native  inhabitants,  they  thought  it  unjust  one  in  each  district,  under  the  title  of  cotteef  or  ; 
to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly  unpun-  that  he  did  then  abolish  the  general  boartl  of 
ished ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  gover-  revenue  or  council  at  Muxadavad  for  the  fol- 
Dour-general  and  council  forthwith  to  com-  lowing  reasons :  "  that  while  the  controlling 
mence  a  prosecution  against  the  persons  who  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  and  their  correspondence  with  the  collectors,  was  cai^ 
representatives,  and  against  all  other  proper  ried  on  by  a  council  at  Muxadavad,  the  mem- 
parties  ;"  but  that  the  prosecutions,  so  order-  hers  of  the  admmistration  at  Calcutta  had  no 
ed  by  the  court  of  directors  in  the  year  1778  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  thorough  and 
have  never  been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that  the  comprehensive  knowledge,  which  could  only 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  SSd  of  De-  result  from  practical  experience:  that  tiM 
cember,  178S,  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  which  estalH 
thu  order*  *hould  be  given  for  withdrawing  lished  a  new  system,  which  enjoined  many 
the  said  prosecutions ;  declaring,  that  he  was  new  regulations  and  inquiries,  could  not  pro* 
elearly  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  perly  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council ; 
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•hi  it  becAme  abfolotelj  nacettary,  that  th»  abolub  the  said  prorincial  oouncils,  did,  in 
boniMM  of  the  revenues  should  be  conducted  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781 ,  again  change 
mmder  ikt  immtdUl*  obttrvatiim  and  dirtetion  the  whole  system  of  the  collections  of  the 
^  Urn  board:'^  thit,  in  November,  177S,  the  public  revenue  of  Bengal,  as  also  the  ad- 
said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the  office  of  ministration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice 
oeUcelBr,  and  transferred  the  collection  and  throughout  the  provinces.  That  the  said 
BMBagement  of  the  revenues  to  several  coun-  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  dated  6th  May, 
cals  of  revenue,  commonly  called  j^rovincM/  1781,  advising  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
tmneUt:  that,  on  the  i4ih  of  October,  1774,  said  changes,  has  fitlsely  affirmed  "  that  the 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  eanustly  qffertd  plan  of  superintending  and  collecting  the 
Ais  adviet  (to  the  governour-general  and  public  revenue  of  the  provinces,  through  the 
•oUDcil  then  newly  appointed  by  act  of  par-  agency  of  provincial  councils,  had  been  in- 
tiafliettt)  for  the  conHrmation  of  th$  tcdd  sya-  stituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  pur- 
Isai  9/  provincial  ooundU  in  aU  iu  parU:  pose  of  introducing  another  more  permanent 
chat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  SSd  mode  by  an  eaty  and  gradual  change ;"  that, 
of  April,  1776,  transmit  to  the  directors  a  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
fcraal  plan  for  the  future  settlement  of  the  from  the  year  1773  to  the  year  1781,  has 
raveoues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that,  "with  constantly  and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wis- 
rsspect  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  coUeo-  dom  of  that  institution,  and  on  the  necessity 
tioo  of  the  revenue,  and  the  administration  of  of  never  departing  from  it :  that  he  has,  in 
jostioe,  none  occurred  to  him  so  good  as  the  that  time,  repeatedly  advised  that  the  said 
system  which  was  already  established,  of  pro-  institution  should  be  confirmed  m  perpehnty 
fiactal  councils  :'*  that,  on  the  18th  of  Janua-  by  an  act  of  parliament :  that  the  said  total 
ry,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  trans-  dissolution  of  the  provincial  councils  was  not 
■it  to  the  court  of  directors  a  plan  for  the  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
ksOer  administration  of  justice :  that,  in  this  nor  by  any  gradations  whatever;  but  wassuid- 
plaa,  the  establishment  of  the  said  provincial  den  and  unprepared,  and  instantly  accomplish- 
eooDcils  was  specially  provided  for  and  con-  ed  by  a  single  act  of  power :  and  that  the 
firawd;  and  that  Warren  Hastings  did  re-  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of  the 
coouDcod  it  to  the  directors  to  o6(ain  fAe«ano-  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee 
item  of  parliament  for  a  eot\/lnnation  of  the  of  revenue,  consisting  of  four  covenanted 
mid  plan:  that,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1776,  aerrants,  on  principles  opposite  to  th<Me 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to  the  which  he  had  himself  professed,  and  with  ez- 
ooart  of  directors  the  draught  or  scheme  of  elusive  powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  mem- 
aaact  of  parliament  for  the  better  administr»-  hers  of  Uie  supreme  council  of  a  due  know- 
tioa  of  justice  in  the  provinces,  in  which  the  ledge  of,  and  inspection  into,  the  macage- 
nid  cotablishment  of  provincial  councils  is  ment  of  the  territorial  revenues,  specially  and 
specially  included,  and  special  jurisdiction  unalienably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the 
lisigiifiii  to  the  said  councils.  That  the  governour-general  and  council,  and  to  vest 
court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated  6th  Feb-  the  same  solely  and  entirely  in  the  said 
nwy,  1777,  did  give  the  following  instnic-  Warren  Hastings.  That  the  reasons  assign- 
iHMi  to  the  governour-general  and  council,  a  ed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  constitut- 
■ajority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Clavering,  ing  the  said  committee  of  revenue,  are  in- 
Cflionel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  dis-  compatible  with  th<Me  which  he  professed, 
■pproved  of  the  plan  of  provincial  councils,  when  he  abolished  the  subordinate  council  ot 
**  If  you  are  Ailly  convinced,  that  the  estab-  revenue  at  Muxadavad  :  that  he  has  invested 
irimieut  of  provincial  councils  has  not  an-  the  said  committee,  in  thefuUett  moniMr,  ioi(A 
twerad,  nor  is  capable  of  answering,  the  pur-  all  the  powert  and  anUhorUjf  qf  the  goverwntr' 
fooeo  intended  by  such  institutions,  we  here-  general  and  council:  that  he  has  thereby 
)y  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  contracted  the  whole  power  and  office  of  the 
aoUection  oifthe  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  provincial  councils  into  a  small  compass,  and 
MOM  to  us /or  our  eonnderadon,**  That  the  rested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
said  Warrea  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  his  by  himself:*^  that  he  has  thereby  taken  the 
own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared,  and  to  general  transaction  and  cognizance  of  reve- 


own  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  nue  business  out  of  the  supreme  council : 

fhrcn,  and  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to 

dvodocs,  to  whom  he  transmitted  no  previous  conduct  the  current  business  of  the  revenue  d*- 

•wiiwnnkarinn  whatever  of  his  intention  to  ptrtroent,  without  reference  to  the  supromo 
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traordinary  oecwreneeSf  elaimt  and  propotaU,  respect  to  the  period  of  the  leases  in  genermii 
Of  may  reiiuire  the  apeeial  orden  of  iht  board:  it  opptared  to  tht  eommittee  thai  to  limit  thorn 
that  even  the  instruction  to  report  to  the  to  oru  year  wnUd  be  the  beet  period ;  he,  the 
Doard,  in  extraordinary  cases,  is  nugatory  and  said  Warren  Hastings,  approved  of  that  Umi- 
bllacious,  being  accompanied  with  limitations  tation,  in  manifest  contradiction  to  all  his 
which  make  it  impossible  for  the  said  board  own  arguments,  professions,  and  declarations, 
&>  decide  on  any  questions  whatsoever ;  since  concerning  the  fatal  consequence  of  ofiniMi 
it  is  expressly  provided  by  the  said  Warren  leases  (^  the  lands :  that,  in  so  doing,  the 
11m. ingi  J  that,  if  the  membert  of  the  eommittee  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  bold  himself 
differ  in  opinion,  it  it  not  expected  that  every  bound  or  restrained  by  the  orders  of  the  court 
duaentient  opvidon  thould  be  recorded  ,*  conse-  of  directors,  but  acted  upon  his  own  discre- 
quently,  the  supreme  council,  on  any  refe-  tion ;  and  that  he  has,  for  partial  and  inters 
Tence  to  their  board  can  see  nothing  but  the  ested  purposes,  exercised  that  discretion,  in 
losolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the  particular  instance,  against  his  own  geasrd 
committee,  without  the  arguments  on  which  settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting  perpetutl 
ihe  dissentien^opinion8  might  be  foimded:  and  leases  of  forms  and  zemindarics  to  persons 
since  it  is  also  expressly  provided  by  the  said  specially  &voured  by  him ;  and  particularly 
Warren  Hastings,  that  the  determinatian  of  by  granting  a  perpetual  lease  of  the  zeminda*' 
tw  majority  of  the  committee  ahould  not  thero'  ry  of  Baharbund  to  his  servant  Cantoo  Baboo 
'ore  be  etayed,  unUat  it  ahould  be  oo  agreed  on  very  low  terms ;  that,  in  all  the  preceding 
oy  the  majority ;  that  is,  that  notwithstanding  transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
the  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  the  act  contrary  to  his  duty,  as  govemour  of  Fort 
measure  shall  be  executed  without  waiting  William,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  employ* 
ht  iitir  decision.  That  the  said  Warren  era,  and  contrary  to  his  own  declared  sense 
£v8tmg8  has  delivered  his  opinion,  with  of  expediency,  consistency,  and  justice ;  and 
many  arguments  to  support  the  same,  in  ia-  ther^y  did  harass  and  affiict  the  inhabitants 
vour  of  long  leases  of  the  lands  in  preference  of  the  provinces  with  perpetual  changes  in 
10  annual  settlements ;  that  he  has  particu-  the  system  and  execution  of  the  government 
krly  declared,  "  that  the  farmer  who  holds  placed  over  them,  and  with  continued  inno- 
his  &rm  for  one  year  only,  having  no  into-  rations  and  exactioM  against  the  rights  of  the 
lest  in  the  next,  takes  what  he  can  with  the  said  inhabitants ;  thereby  destroying  all  se- 
nand  of  rigour,  which  even  in  the  execution  of  curity  to  private  property,  and  all  confidence 
legal  claims,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence,  in  tho  good  faith,  principles,  and  justice  of  the 
He  is  under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  and  British  government :  and  that  the  said  War- 
even  cruel ;  for  what  is  left  in  arrear  after  the  ren  Hastings,  having  substituted  his  own  in- 
expiraiion  of  his  power,  is  at  best  a  doubtful  struments  to  be  the  managers  and  collectors 
debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempt-  of  the  public  revenue,  in  the  mann^  herein 
ed  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  right,  and  to  aug-  before  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breach 
ment  his  income  by  irregular  exactions,  and  and  defiance  of  an  act  of  the  ISth  of  his  pre- 
•V  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences  sent  majesty,  by  which  the  ordering  and  mem^ 
will  not  be  wanting,  where  the  farms  pass  agemeni  and  government  of  aU  the  territorial 
ttinuaUy  fi-om  one  hand  to  another.  That  reoentfes  m  the  kingdoma  of  Bengal,  Bahar^ 
Cie  discouragements  which  the  tenants  feel  and  Oriaaa,  were  vested  in  the  goremonr- 
rom  bemg  transferred  every  year  to  new  general  and  council,  without  any  power  of 
nndiords,  are  a  great  objection  to  such  short  delegating  the  said  trust  and  duty  to  any 
eases :  that  they  contribute  to  injure  the  cul-  other  persons ;  and  that  by  sudi  Qnlawf\il  de- 
Hvation,  and  dispeople  the  lands.  That,  on  legation  of  the  powera  of  the  coonell  to  a 
ii^  contrary,  from  long  farms,  the  farmer  ao-  subordinate  board  appointed  by  himself  ha, 
uires  a  permanent  interest  in  his  lands :  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  onita 
will,  for  bis  own  sake,  lay  out  money  in  as-  and  Vest  in  his  own  person  the  brdering,  gor- 
Bsting  his  tenants  in  improving  lands  already  emment,  and  management  of  all  the  said 
cultivated,  and  in  cleariiig  and  cultivating  territorial  revenues:  and  that,  for  the  said 
«raBto  lands.''  That,  nevertheless,  the  said  illegal  act,  be,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  is 
Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the  discre-  solely  answerable,  the  same  having  been  pro- 
Hen  of  the  committee  of  revenue,  appomted  by  posed  and  resolved  in  council,  when  the  gov* 
lim  m  1781,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  the  emour-general  and  council  consisted  bat  of 
insumg  settlement  should  be  made;  and  the  two  persons' present;  namely,  the  said  War- 
laid  committee  having  declared,  that,  with  ren  Hastings,  and  the  lata  Edward  Wbe^et* 
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Biquiro ;  &nd  when  consequently  the  goyer- 
■oor-geaerali  by  virtue  of  the  casting  voice, 
poMceeed  the  wliole  power  of  the  government. 
Tbat,  in  all  the  changes  and  innovations 
ktrein  beibre  described,  the  pretence  used  by 
die  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  recommend  and 
Mstify  the  same  to  the  court  of  directors  has 
Men,  that  such  changes  and  innovations  would 
b«  attended  with  increase  of  revenue,  or  di« 
■ination  of  expense  to  the  East-India  com- 

Cny :  that  such  pretence,  if  true,  would  not 
ve  been  a  justification  of  such  acts ;  but 
that  such  pretence  is  false  and  groundless. 
That,  during  the  administration  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  the  territorial  revenues 
liave  daclined ;  that  the  charges  of  collecting 
ibe  same  have  greatly  increased ;  and  that  the 
•aid  Warren  Hastings,  by  his  neglect,  mi*- 
■anagement,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended 
waste  of  the  company's  property,  is  chargeSf* 
Ue  with,  and  answerable  for,  all  the  said  de- 
diae  of  revenue,  apd  all  the  said  increase  of 
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L— That  the  province  of  Oode  and  its 
jtpeodeocies  were,  before  their  connexion 
vilh,  and  subordination  to,  the  company,  in  a 
loartshxDg  condition  with  regard  to  culture, 
eomoerce,  and  population,  and  their  rulers 
lad  principal  nobility  maintained  themselves 
ia  a  state  of  affluence  and  splendour  ;  but 
very  shortly  after  the  period  aforesaid  the 
prosperity  both  of  the  country  and  of  its 
diie&  began  sensibly  and  rapidly  to  decline ; 
iMomuch  that  the  revenue  of  the  said  province, 
vUch  on  the  lowest  estimation  had  been 
fiNmd,  in  the  commencement  of  the  British 
mBnmce,  at  upwards  of  three  millions  ster- 
Ikif  annually  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised 
without  detriment  to  the  country)  did  not  in 
the  jmr  1779,  exceed  the  sum  of  1,600,00(M. 
in  the  subsequent  years  did  fall  much 
of  that  sum,  although  the  rents  were 
fcaerally  advanced,  and  tlio  country  grievous- 
qr  oppressed  in  order  to  raise  it. 

II. — That  in  the  aforesaid  year,  1779,  the 
Mmands  of  the  East-India  company  on  the 
■■bob  of  Oude  are  stated  by  Mr.  Purling, 
tlMir  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to  amount 
to  the  sum  of  1,360,000/.  sterling  and  up- 
wards, leaving  (upon  the  supposition  that  the 
whole  revenue  should  amount  to  the  sum  of 
U00,000<.    sterling,   to  which   it  did   not 


amount)  no  more  than  140,000/.  sterling  for 
the  support  of  the  dignity  of  txie  household 
and  &inily  of  the  nabob,  and  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  government,  as  well  as  for  th« 
payment  of  the  public  debts  due  within  th« 
province. 

III.— That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a 
regular  brigade  of  the  company's  troops  to  be 
stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude,  was  kefit  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
said  nabob ;  in  addition  to  which  a  temporary 
brigade  of  the  same  troops  was  aildcd  to  his 
establishment,  together  with  several  detached 
corps  in  the  company's  service,  and  a  great  part 
of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the 
command  of  British  officers. 

ly. — That  the  expense  of  the  company's 
temporary  brigade  increased  in  the  same 
year  (the  year  of  1779)  upwards  of  80,000/. 
sterling  above  the  estimate ;  and  the  expense 
of  the  country  troops  under  British  officers, 
in  the  same  period,  increased  upwards  of 
40,000/.  :iterling;  and  in  addition  to  the 
aforesaid  ruinous  expenses,  a  large  civil 
e«tablishmeni  was  gradually,  secretly,  and 
^  ithout  any  authority  from  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, or  record  bi  the  books  of  the  council- 
general  concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the 
resident ;  and  another  under  Mr.  Wombwell, 
an  agent  for  the  company ;  as  also  several 
pensions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret 
and  clandestine  manner,  were  charged  on  the 
revenues  of  the  said  nabob  for  the  benefit  of 
British  subject,  besides  large  occasional  giAf 
to  persons  in  the  company's  service. 

V. — That  in  the  month  of  Novemberi 
1779,  the  said  nabob  did  represent  to  Mr. 
Purling,  the  company's  resident  aforesaid,  the 
distressed  state  of  his  revenues,  in  the  follow^ 
ing  terms  :  **  Durmg  tnree  years  past,  the  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade, 
and  others  commanded  by  European  officers, 
has  much  distressed  the  support  of  my  house- 
hold, insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to 
the  seraglio  and  children  of  the  deceased  na- 
bob have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  what 
it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted 
in  a  very  distressed  manner  for  two  years 
past.  The  attendants,  writers,  and  servants, 
&c.  of  my  court  have  received  no  pay  for 
two  years  past ;  and  there  is,  at  present,  no 
part  of  the  country  that  can  be  allotted  to 
the  payment  of  my  fitther's  private  creditors, 
whose  applications  are  daily  pressing  upon 
mo.    AU  these  difficulties  I  have  for  theso 
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three  years  past  struggled  through  and  found 
this  consolation  therein,  that  it  was  complying 
with  the  pleasure  of  the  honourable  company, 
and  in  the  hope  that  the  supreme  council 
would  make  inquiry  from  impartial  persons 
into  my  distressed  situation ;  but  I  am  now 
forced  to  a  representation.  From  the  greeU 
incretue  of  expenn  the  revenues  were  neces- 
sarily formed  out  at  a  high  rate ;  and  deficien- 
cies followed  yearly.  The  country  and  cul- 
tivation is  abaiidonod,  and  this  year,  in  par- 
ticular, from  the  excessive  drought,  deduc- 
tions cC  many  lacks  "  [staled  by  the  resident, 
io  his  letter  to  the  board  of  the  ISth  of  the 
month  following,  to  amount  to  25  lacks,  or 
250,000^.  sterling]  '<  have  been  allowed  tho 
farmers,  who  were  still  letl  unsatisfied.  I 
have  received  but  just  sufficient  to  support 
my  absolute  necessities,  the  revenues  being 
deficient  to  amount  to  15  lacks  [I50,000f. 
sterling]  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  okl 
chieAains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful 
attendants  of  tho  court,  were  forced  to  leave 
it,  and  there  is  now  cmly  a  fow  foot  and 
horse  for  the  collection  of  my  revenues  ;  and 
should  the  zemindars  be  refractory,  there  is 
not  left  a  sufficient  number  to  reduce  them  to 
obedience."*  And  the  said  nabob  did  there- 
fore pray,  that  the  assignments  for  the  new 
brigade,  the  corps  of  horse,  and  the  other  de- 
tached bodies  of  the  company's  troops,  might 
not  be  required  from  him ;  alleging,  "  that 
the  former  was  not  only  quite  useless  to  his 
government,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  much 
loss  both  in  the  revenues  and  customs ;  and 
that  the  detached  bodies  of  troops,  under 
their  European  officers,  brought  nothing  but 
confusion  into  the  affairs  of  his  government, 
and  were  entirely  their  own  masters.** 

VI. — That  it  appears,  that  the  said  nabob 
irts  not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  the  mainte- 
nance, without  his  consent,  even  of  the  old 
brigade;  the  court  of  directors  having,  in 
their  letter  of  the  15th  December,  1775,  ap- 
proved of  keeping  the  same  in  his  service, 
**  provided  it  toae  done  with  the  free  consent 
of  the  eottbahf  and  by  no  meant  without  i/." 
And  the  new  brigade^  and  temporary  corps, 
were  raised  on  the  express  condition  that  the 
expense  thereof  should  be  charged  on  the 
nabob  only  ^^for  eo  long  a  time  a$  he  thould 
require  the  oorpa  for  his  service"  And  tho 
court  of  directors  express  to  the  governour- 
general  and  council  their  sense  of  the  said 
agreement  in  the  following  terms :  <'  but  if 
you  intend  to  exert  your  influence,  first  .to 
indme  the  vizier  to  acquiesce  in  your  propo- 


sal, and  afterwards  to  eompei  him  ts  heep  thr 
troops  in  his  pay  during  your  pleasure^  your 
intents  are  unjust  ,*  and  a  correspondent  eon^ 
duct  umuld  r^eet  great  dishonour  on  the  com* 


pony." 

VII. — That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and 
humble  representation  aforesaid  of  the  nabob  oi 
Oude,  the  allegations  of  which,  so  &r  as  the^ 
relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the  nabob^ 
finances,  and  his  total  inability  to  discharge 
the  demands  made  on  him,  were  confirmed  bj 
the  testimony  of  the  English  resident  at 
Oude,  and  which  the  said  Hastings  did  not  deny 
in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof,  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain 
political  dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired  to  be 
without  hesitation  totally  inadmissible ;"  and 
did  &lsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  "  timt 
the  toney  in  which  the  demands  of  the  nabob 
were  asserted,  and  the  season  in  which  they 
were  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  most  cdctrm* 
ing  suspicions.*^  And  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did,  in  a  letter  to  the  said  nabob 
aforesaid,  written  in  haughty  and  insolent 
language,  and  without  taking  any  notice  of 
the  distresses  of  the  said  nabob,  alleged  and 
verified  as  before  recited,  "require  and  in- 
sist upon  your  [the  nabob's]  granting  tuncaws 
[assignments]  for  the  fiill  amount  of  their  [the 
company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  on  your  reserving  funds  suffi- 
cient to  answer  them,  svcn  Jundd  the  d^cten- 
dss  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to  leave 
your  own  troops  vryprovided  for,  or  to  dis^ 
band  a  part  ^f  them  toeeiableyou  to  ^eet 
ii/* 

VIII.— That  in  a  letter,  written  at  the 
same  time  to  the  resident  Purling,  and  intend- 
ed for  his  directions  in  enforcing  on  the  nabob 
the  unjust  demands  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  hath  asserted,  in  direct  contradicti(« 
to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said 
nabob  and  the  company,  "  that  he  [the  nabob] 
stands  engaged  to  our  government  to  main- 
tain the  English  armies,  which,  at  his  own 
request,  have  been  formed  for  the  protection 
of  his  dominions  ;  and  that  it  is  our  part,  and 
not  hiSj  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  man- 
ner and  at  what  time  these  shall  be  reduced 
and  withdrawn^  And  in  a  minute  of 
sultation,  when  the  aforesaid  measure 
proposed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  the 
preme  council,  he  did  affirm  and  maintaioi 
toat  the  troops  aforesaid  **  had  now  no  tepesm 
rate  or  distinct  existence  from  ours,  and  roaj 
be  properly  said  to  consiat  of  our  whole  nili* 
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Ivj  MtaUufament,  with  Um  exception  odIj  of  with  any  of  hii  difficultiee,  tnutinf  thej 

ear  Eurofwen  infkntry ;  and  that  they  could  would  learn  them  from  other  quarters,  and 

Mt    be    withdrawn    without    imposing   on  that  he  should  be  relioTed  by  their  friendship : 

the  company  Uu  additional  bttrtken  t^  thtm,  «  but  (hesays)  when  \htkntft  had pnutraUd 

or  diabanriing  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  to  tkt  6ofM,  and  I  was  surrounded  with  such 

sepoys,  and  three  regiments  of  horse.*'  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no  longer  live 

in  expectations,  I  then  wrote  an  account  ol 

IX.— That  in  the  minute  of  consultation  my  difficulties.    The  answer  1  have  receired 

aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hath  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpreasi- 

farlher  in  justification  of  the  violent  and  arw  ble  grief  and  affliction.     I  never  had   the 

hidmry  proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted,  "  that  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the 

the  arrangement  of  measures  between  the  council,  that  you  would  have  givon  your  or* 

British  government  and  their  allies,  the  na-  ders  in  $o  qfiicting  a  manner  m  wfueh  ye» 

tive  powers  of  India,  must,  in  case  of  disa-  never  btfore  wrott^  and  I  could  never  Aooe 

greement  about  the  necessity  thereof,  6«  de-  imagined.    I  have  delivered  up  all  my  pri* 

eidod  bsf  the  atrongett  ,*"  and  hath  thereby  ad-  vate  papers  to  bim  [the  resident]  that  after 

nooed  a  dangerous  and  most  indecently-ex-  examining  my  receipts  and  expenses,  he  may 

pfssaed  position,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  take  whatever  remains.      That  as   I  know 

alUea,  and  tending  to  breed  war  and  confu-  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you  [the  com- 

liop,  instead  of  cordiality  and  co-operation  pany  and  council]  I  have  not  fiiiled  to  obey 

aaflogst  them,  and  to  destroy  all  confidence  of  in  any  instance ;  but  requested  of  him  that  it 

the  princes  of  India  in  the  faith  and  justice  of  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  roe  in  my 

tka  English  nation;  and  the  said  Hastings,  necessary  expenses.     There  being  no  other 

having  further,  in  the  minute  aforesaid,  pre-  funds  but  those  for  the  expenses  of  my  mut- 

snssed  to  threaten  to  "  bring  to  punislunent,  seddies,  [clerks  and  accountants]  household 

if  asy  influence  [his  the  said  Hastings's  in-  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.   he   demanded 

ioonoe]  can  produce  that  effect,  tJuue  incendi^  these  in  such  a  manner,  that  being  remediless, 

•nias,  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  them-  I   was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  re- 

ielvea  the  instrtunents  of  division  between  quired.      He    has  accordingly  stopped    the 

as,*  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the  peneiona  of  my  old  servant*  for  SO  yeara, 

performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  du-  wheUur  aepoya  [aoldiera]  mutaeddiea  [seerefo- 

liea  of  a  prince,  engaged  in  an  unequal  alii-  riea  cmd  aeeounUtnta]  or  houaehoUl  aervanta^ 

taoe  with  a  presiding  state— that  of  repre-  and  the  expenaea  of  my  fanuly  and  kitchen^ 

tenting  the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  together  wiih  thejaghirea  of  my  grandmother^ 

loore  powernil  state,  by  whose  acts  they  suf>  mother^  and  aunta^  and  of  my  brothera  and 

tm ;  leaving  thereby  the  governing  power  in  dependanta^  which  were  for  their  aupportj*^ 

tiftal  ignorance  of   the  eflects  of  its  own 

raeasures,  and  to  the  oppressed  people  no  XII. — That  in  answer  to  the  letter  afore* 
other  choice  than  the  alternative  of  an  unquali-  said,  the  resident  received  from  the  said  War- 
ded submission,  or  a  resistance  productive  of  ren  Hastings  and  council  an  order  to  perse- 
ronergnenrft  more  fiual.  vere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that 

is  to  say,  to  the  amount  of  1,400,00(M.  st^r- 

X. — That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  ling. 
■aboh,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  grounds 

•fcreeaid,  the  demands  of  the  company  on  the  XUI. — ^That  on  the  15th  of  May,  the  na^ 

■aid  nabob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  bob  replied,  complaining  in  an  humble  and 

■ay,  in  the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the  suppliant  manner  of  bis  distressed  situation, 

«aormous  sum  of  1,400,000^.  sterling,  and  that  he  had  at  first  opposed  the  assigning  to 

tba  distress  of  the  province  did  rapidly  in-  the  use  of  the  company  the  estates  of  hb 

crsMO.  mother,  of  his  grandmother,  of  one  of  his 

uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  that, 

XI.— That  the  nabob,  on  the  S4th  of  Feb-  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the  gentle* 

nmry,  of  the  same  year,  did  again  write  to  men  of  the  council,  it  had  been  done,  to  the 

the    govemour-general,    the    said    Warren  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  80,000/.  sterling  a 

Bastings,  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  hia  year,  or  thereabouts  ;  that  whatever  effecti 


It  friendship  to  the  company,  and  his  were  in  the  country,  with  even  his  table,  hta 
■Jmiimiiwi  and  obedience  to  their  orders ;  animals,  and  the  salaries  of  his  servantii 
aal  asserting,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them     were  granted  in  assignments    that  beaidea 
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tbete,  if  thef  were  retolTed  again  to  oompel  nabob ;  and  that  mien  aoaae  effectoal 

him  to  give  up  the  estates  of  his  parents  and  sores  were  taken  for  his  relief,  he  [the 

relations,  which  were  granted  them  for  their  bob]  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  learinf 

maintenance,  they  were  at  the  company's  dis-  his  country,  and  coming  down  to  CalcottSf 

oosal ;  saying,  "  If  the  council  hare  directed  to  represent  the  situation  of  his  government, 

you  to  attach  them,  do  it ;  in  the  country  no  And  Mr.  Wheler  did  declare,  that  the  govefw 

further  sources  remain.     I  hare  no  means ;  nour-general's  repreecnlBiion  of  the  state  ol 

for  I  have  not  a  subsistence.    How  long  shall  that  province  **  was  but  too  well   founded ; 

I  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes  V*  and  was  coDvinced,  diat  it  would  require  his 

utmost  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and  e«- 

XI  y. — That  the  truth  of  the  said  remon-  ercised  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it  to  its  former 

strances  was  not  disputed,  nor  the  tone  in  good  order  and  afRuence." 
which  they  were  written  complained  of,  the 

same  being    submissive,  and   even    abject,  XVII.-— That  the  said  Warren  Hasting*, 

though  the  cause  (his  distresses)  was  by  tho  in  consequence  of  the  minute  aforesaid,  did 

said  Hastings,  m  a  great  degree  and  in  terfflf  grant  to  himself,  and  did  procure  the  consent 

the  most  offensive,  attributed  to  the  nabob  of  his  only  collea{>ue,  Edward  Wheler,  £•• 

himself;   but  no  relief  was  given,  and  the  quire,  to  a  commission  or  delegation,  with 

same  unwarrantable  establishments,  maintain*  powers  "  to  assist  the  nabob  vizier  in  forming 

ed  at  the  same  ruinous  expense,  were  kept  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  tba 

up.  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  the 

improvement  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjoat* 

Xy. — That  the  said  Warren    Hastings  ment  of  the  mutual  concerns  subsisting  be* 

having  considered  as  incendiaries  those  who  tween  him  and  the  company."    And  in  the 

advismi  the  remonstrances  aforesaid,  and  to  said  commission  or  delegation,  he,  the  said 

prevent  the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  Warren  Hastings,  did  cause  to  be  inserted 

vengeance  on  those  concerned  therein,  did,  certain  powers  and  provisions  of  a  new  and 

for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  his  power  all  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting 

representations  of  the  state  of  the  court  and  the  business  before  roMitioned,  he  did  convey 

country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both  the  one  to  himself  "  such  autbori^  to  enforce    thie 

and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and  same,  as  the  govemmtT'general  and  council 

to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  might  or  could  exercise  on  oeeodofu,  in  which 

management  of  the  nabob's  revenues,  in  defi-  they  eotUd  be  uxoranted  to  exerdse  the  same; 

ance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  to  form  and  conclude  such  several  engage* 

a  second  time  recall  Mr.  Bristow,  the  com-  ments  or  treaties  with  the  nabob  vizier,  the 

pany's  resident,  from  the  court  of  Oude ;  hav*  government  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefis  or 

ing  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said  di-  powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judge  ez- 

rectors    express   themselves,  "  without    the  pedient  and  necessary.**    Towards  the  coo* 

shadow  of  a  charge  being  exhibited  against  elusion  of  the  act  or  instrument  aforemid  are 

him  ;*'  and  having,  on  the  occasion  and  time  the  words  following;  viz.  "it  is  hereby  declar> 

now  stated  produced  no  specific  charge  against  ed,  that -all  such  acts,  and  all  such  engagements 

tho  said  resident ;  and  he,  the  said  Hastings,  or  treaties  aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  on  the 

did  appoint  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to  govemour-gcneral   and  council  in  the  same 

succeed  him,  it  being  his  oeciared  principle,  manner,  and  as  ^ectually  as  if  they  had  been 

that  he  must  have  a  person  of  his  own  confi-  done  and  passed  by  the  specific  and  immediatt 

dence  in  that  situation.  ooncurrence  and  aetutd  junction  of  the  govern 

nouT'general  and  council^  in  council  assembled.* 

Xyi. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  And  the  said  i>owers  were,  by  the  said  Warw 

after  he  had  reflised  all  relief  to  the  distresses  ren  Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said 

of  the  nabob,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  Wheler,  under  the  smI  of  the  company,  on 

had  described  those  who  advised  the  repre-  the  ^  July,  1781. 
sentation  of  the  grievances  of  Oude  as  incen^ 

diaries,  did  himself,  in  a  minute  of  tho  Slst  XVAI. — ^That  the  said  commission,  dele* 

May,  1781,  describe  that  province  "  rJ  fidlen  gating  t9  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tbs 

into  a  state  of  great  disorder  and  confbsicm,  wliole  fmctions  of  the  council,  is  destructive 

and  its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  degree  to  the  constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary 

diminished ;"  and  did  state,  that  his  presence  to  the  PoiMpany*8  standing  orders ;  and  is  ik 

in  the  said  province  was  requested  by  the  1  gs 
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XrX.-*That  in  Yirtu«  of  tbote  powers,  the  nabob'fl  possoHioiti,  at  cut  men  ecpcntt. 
md  the  illegal  delegation  afbreeaid,  the  nid  It  is  true,  we  charge  the  nabob  with  this  ex- 
Warrcn  Hastings,  after  he  had  finished  his  pense :  but  the  large  balance  already  due  firom 
boiiness  at  Benares,  did  procure  a  meeting  him  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect  there 
with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  at  a  place  called  was  of  disengaging  ourselves /rom  a  burthtm, 
Cbnnar,  upon  the  confines  of  the  country  of  which  was  daily  adding  to  our  distresses,  and 
Benares,  and  did  there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  must  soon  become  iruupportable,  although  it 
pretended  treaty  with  the  said  nabob;  one  were  granted  that  the  nabob's    debt,    then 
part  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  suffered  to  accumulate,  might  at  tome  fuiur$ 
pretead  was  drawn  up-firom  a  series  of  requi-  period  be  liquidated ;  and  that  this  measure 
■itioiis  presented  to  him  by  the  nabob,  but  would  substantially  efiect  an  instant  relief  to 
which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  of  thereof,  or  the  pecuniary  distresstes  of  the  company." 
of  any  other  material  document  relative  there- 
to, he  did  not  at  the  time  transmit  to  the  XXII. — That  Nathaniel   Middleton,  the 
presidency ;   the  said  Warren  Hastings  in*  resident,  did  also  declare,  that  he  would  at  all 
forming  Mr.  Wheler  that  the  resident,  Mid-  tunes  testify,  "  that  upon  the  plan  of  the  fore* 
dtelon,  had  taken  the  authentio  papers  rela*  going  years  the  receipts  from  the  nabob  were 
tire  to  this  transaction  with  him  to  Lucknow ,  only  a  deceptiout  and  not  an  advaniagef  but  an 
nd  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Warreo  injury  to  the  company ;"  and  ''  that  a  remis* 
Hastings  did  ever  reclaim  the  said  papers  in  sion  to  the  nabob  of  this  \nsi\Jfferable  hurthtn 
order  to  record  them  at  the  presidency,  to  be  was  aprqfii  to  the  company."    And  tho  said 
tnosmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  as  it  Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  force  of  the 
wu  his  duty  to  do.  company  was  not  be  lessened  by  withdraw- 
ing the  temporary  troops ;  although  (when  it 
XX.— That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  suited  the  purpose  of  the  said  Hastings,  in 
«f  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  comptc  denying  just  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the 
By,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  the  nabob's  said  nai>ob  of  Oude)  ho  had  not  scrupled  to 
ia^ility   (which   inability  the  preamble  of  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions  by 
the  treaty  asserts  to  have  been  "  repeatedly  him  maintained  in  justification  of  the  treaty 
and  urgently  represented")  to  support   the  of  Chunar,  having  in  his  minute  aforesaid,  ot 
espeases  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  asserted,  "  that 
4vee  regimems  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  these  troops  "  [the  troops  maintained  by  the 
British  officers,  with  their  battalions,  and  of  nabob  of  Oude]  "  had  no  separate  or  distinct 
atkgt  gentlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by  him,  existence,  and  may  be  properly  said  to  coo- 
(be  several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  othw  sist  of  our  whole  military  establishment,  with 
(eatlemen  (with  the  exception  of  the  resi-  the  exception  only  of  our  European  infan- 
<lent*s  office,  then  on  the  nabob't  /ut,  and  a  try ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  toithdraumf 
vegisBeat  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's  guard)  without  imposing  on  the  company  the  additional 
■Imiid,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  burthen  of  their  expenae,  or  disbanding  nine 
hb  BO    longer  at  his   [the  nabob's]  charge,  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,   and  three 
**The  true  meaning  of  this  being,  that  no  regiments  of  horse." 
re  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay 

allowances  of  a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  XXIU.— That  he,  the  said  Warren  HasU 

to  the  resident)  amounting  in  the  ings,  in  justification  of  bis   agreement    to 

^rbole  to  S4S,00(M.  a  year,  should  be  paid  by  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  from  the  terri- 

tbe  nabob.     And  that  no  q/ficer$,  troops^  or  tories  and  pay  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  flir> 

iChcrs,  ahouid  be  put  upon  the  nabob^a  eelabUth'  ther  declare,  *'  that  he  had  been  too  much  ao 

swftf,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  said  treaty  customed  to  the  tales  of  hostile  preparation, 

fdpolated.  and  impending  invasions,  against  all  the  evi- 
dence of  political  probability,  to  regard  them 

XXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  the 

did  dc6iid  and  justify  the  said  articles,  in  purpose  of  perpetuating  or  multiplying  conn 

which  the  troops  aforesaid  were  to  be  remov-  mands ;"  and  he  did  trust  **  all  ideas  of  dan- 

•d  from  the  nabob's  establishment,  by  declare  ger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  alto- 

bf  as  Ibllows :   **  that  the  actual  disburse-  gether  visionary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  hid 

Mots  to  those  troops  had  fldlen  upon  our  been  better  founded,  this  mode  of  anticipating 

•va/en^,  and  that  we  support  a  body  of  possible  evils  would  be  more  mischievous  than 

troops,  established  aoUly  for  the  defence  of  any  thing  they  had  reason  o  apprehend,"  and 
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thftt  the  internal  state  of  the  nabob*fl  domin-  even  hit  own  endeavoun  wmld  U  nlfmdmt 

ioos  did  not  require  the  continuance  of  the  vnth  much  moocM." 
said  troops ;    anid  that   the  nabob,  "  ioAom 

eometm  it  uxu,  and  not  oun^  did  affirm  the  XXYI.— That  at  the  time  of  making  tlie 
lame,  notwithstanding  he,  the  said  Hastings  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time  when,  under  co- 
lad  before,  in  answer  to  the  humble  supplica-  lour  of  the  distress  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and 
tioos  of  the  nabob,  asserted,  that  *<  il  too*  our  the  failure  of  all  other  means  ibr  his  relief,  h« 
partf  and  not  his^  to  judge  and  determine  in  the  said  Hastings  broke  the  company's  &itJi 
what  manner,  and  at  whiyt  time,  they  should  with  the  parents  of  the  nabob,  snd  first  eo« 
be  reduced  or  withdrawn.'*  oouraged,  and  afierwards  compelled,  hkn  to 

despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates,  money, 

XXIV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  jewels,  and  household  goods,  and  while  the 
in  support  of  his  measure  of  withdrawing  the  said  nabob  continued  heavily  in  debt  to  the 
said  brigade,  and  other  troops,  did  also  repre-  company,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did, 
sent,  that  "the  remote  stations  of  those  *^wUkout  A>si<arion,"  accept  of  and  receiTO 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  be-  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  his  ministers, 
yond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  board  af-  (who  are  notoriously  known  to  be  not  only 
forded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute 
for  on  warrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gifl,  or  pre- 
aontagion  of  peculation  and  nqnuity  through^  sent,  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ottf  the  whole  army ;  and  as  an  instance  there-  ling,  and  upwards :  that  eyen  if  the  said  pro- 
of, that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers  tended  gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  Toluntary, 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unani-  it  was  contrary  to  the  express  proTision  of 
mously  and  honourably, '  most  honourably,'  the  regulating  act  of  the  13th  year  of  his  ma- 
■oquitted  an  officer  upon  an  acknowledged  jes^s  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  all 
&et,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
would  have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true  intent 
the  severest  punishment."  and  meaning  of  the  said  act,  dedared  upon  a 

similar,  but  not  so  strong  a  case;  that  is, 

XXV . — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present  oflTer- 

having,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  contradicted  ed  in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the 

all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  assigned  promulgation  of  the  above  laws  in  India ;  on 

fi>r  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  that  occasion  he  declared,  "that  the  exclu- 

and  having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  sion  by  an  act  of  parliament  mdmitted  no 

the  whole  was  a  fallacy  and  imposition,  and  abatomont  or  evatianf  wherever  its  authority 

a  detriment  to  the  company  instead  of  a  bene-  extended." 
fit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which 

I0  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  XXVII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastf- 
goilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour  in  ings,  confiding  in  an  interest,  which  be  sup- 
carrying  on  the  imposture  and  delusion  afore-  posed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East-In- 
said,  and  in  continuing  an  ipsupportable  km^-  dia  house,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
then  and  grievance  upon  the  nabob  for  several  court  of  directors  to  violate  the  said  act,  and 
years,  without  attending  to  his  repeated  sup-  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the  money  so  illo- 
pUcations  to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the  gaily  accepted  by  him  to  his  own  pn^t  as  a 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  destruo'  rerod  for  his  services, 
tion  of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by 

diffusing  among  them  a  general  spirit  of  pecu-  XXvIlI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
lation  ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  committed  ings  has  since  declared  to  the  court  of  direct- 
a  grievous  offence  in  upholding  the  same  ors,  that  when  fortune  threw  a  aum  m  Ats 
pernicious  system,  until,  by  his  own  confes-  uxn^  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  above  men- 
lion  and  declaration,  in  his  minute  of  the  Slst  tioned)  of  a  magnUude  u^uch  could  not  bo 
of  May,  1781,  **  the  evils  had  grown  to  so  eoneealedf  he  ehote  to  apprise  hit  emplayere  of 
great  an  height,  that  exertions  will  be  require  ii ;  thereby  confessing,  that,  but  for  the  magni- 
•d  more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through  tude  of  tho  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  b* 
the  delegated  authority  of  the  servants  of  the  concealed,  he  never  would  have  discovered  U 
company  now  in  the  province ;  and  that  he  to  them.  And  the  said  unlawful  present  bo> 
▼as  far  from  sanguine  in  his  expectations,  that  ing  received  at  the  time  when,  for  reasoDs 
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Araet/y  oootndictorj  to  all   his  former  re-  getting  under  anna  to  go  against  them,  thui 

eonled  declarations,  be  did  agree  to  remore  any  other  consideration."    But  the  letter  of 

the  albresaid  troops  from  the  nabob's  dorain-  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  84th  ol 

loos,  and  to  recall  tfato  pensioners  aforesaid,  it  December,  giving  the  above  orders  for  thm 

must  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  agree  to  infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which  the  leU 

give  the  relief  (which  he  had  before  so  ob-  ter,  from  whence  the  foregoing  extracts  ar* 

stinately  refused)  upon  the  grounds  and  mo-  taken,  is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  iny 

tires  of  justice,  policy,  or  humanity,  but  in  otherwise  than  as  the  same  is  recited  in  tba 

consideration  of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid,  answer, 
wkieh  in  a  time  of  such  extreme  distress  in 

tlM  nabob's  affairs  could  not  be  rationally        XXXI. — That,  notwithstanding  the  dia* 

given,  except   for  those  and  other  concee-  orders  and  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  aibre- 

stipulated  for  in  the  said  treaty,  but  said  bad  continued  and  increased,  and  that . 


which  had  on  former  occasio/is  been  refused,  three  very  large  balances  had  accumulated| 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  the  treae 

XXIX.— That  notwithstanding  his,  the  sury  accounts  at  Calcutta  to  be  examined  and 

said  Warren  Hastings's,  receipt  of  the  present  scrutinized,  and  an  account  of  another  ar- 

of  lOO^MOI.  as  aforesaid,  he  did  violate  every  rear,  composed  of  various  articles,  pretended 

oiM  of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty  to    have  accumulated   during    seven    yean 

oootained ;  and  particularly  he  did  continue^  previous  to  the  year  1799,  (the  articles  com* 

ia  the  country,  and  in  the  service  of  the  nabob  posing  which,  U*  they  had  been  just,  ought 

of  Oude,  those  troops,  which  be  had  so  re-  to  have  been  charged  at  the  times  they  sever- 

cently  stipulated  to  withdraw  from  his  country  ally  became  due)  was  sent  to  the  resident, 

and  to  take  from  his  establishment;  for,  up-  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount 

OB  the  f4th  of  December  following,  he  did  of  S60,000{.  sterling ;  which  unexpected  d*> 

order  the  temporary  brigade,  making  10  bat-  roand,  in  so  distressed  a  situation,  did  not  a 

taliooa  ci  500  men  each,  to  be  again  put  on  little  embarrass  the  nabob.     But  whilst  he 

the  Tizier*s   list;  although  he  had  recently  and  his  ministers  were  examining  into  the 

informed  the  court  of  directors,  through  Ed-  said  unexpected  demand,  another,  and  fifth 

ward  Wbeler,  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to  balance,  made  up  of  similar  forgotten  article*, 

be  derived  from  the  nabob's  paying  that  bri-  was  demanded,  to  the  amount  of  140,0001. 

fade  was  a  faUaey  and  a  deeepHoUt  and  that  sterling  more.      Which   said   two  last  de- 

ths  same  was  a  charge  upon  the  company,  mands  did  so  terrify  and  confound  the  nabob 

and  not  an  aiUviaUon  of  it*  difire*$eM,  as  well  and   his  ministers,  that  they  declared  that 

as  an  tBSMpporfa6(«  burdun  to  the  nabob :  the  resident  "  might  at  once  take  the  countrji 

thus  baring,  within  a  short  space  of  time,  since  justice  was  out  of  the  question." 
twice  contradicted  himself,  both  in  delaration 

and  in  conduct.  XXXH.— That  the  said    Hastings,   in 

order   to  add   to  the  confusion,  perplexity, 

XXX.— That  this  measure  in  direct  rio-  and  distress  of  the  nabob's  affairs,  did  send 
latioa  of  a  treaty  of  not  three  months  dura-  to  his  court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  resi- 
lioa,  was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  dent  and  an  assistant  resident)  two  secret 
the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  **  nothing  less  agents.  Major  Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  and 
thaa  blows  could  effect  it :"  he  the  said  resi-  did  instruct  Major  Palmer  to  make  a  variety 
deat  fiirtber  adding,  "  that  the  nabob  vras  not  of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  company 
erca  able  to  pay  o^  the  arrears  still  due  to  it  of  600,0001.  sterling,  although  he  well  knew 
[the  new  brigade ;]  and  that  the  troops  being  the  nabob  was  himself  heavily  in  arrear 
atf  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present  to  the  company,  and  was  utterly  unable  to 
payment,  so  large  a  body  assembled  here  [viz.  discharge  the  same,  as  well  as  in  arrear  to 
at  Locknow]  without  any  means  to  check  and  his  own  troops,  and  to  many  individuals,  and 
control  them,  nothing  but  disorder  could  foU  that  he  borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  bor- 
low.  As  one  proof  that  the  nabob  is  as  bad-  row)  at  an  interest  of  near  thirty  per  cent, 
ly  off  for  funds  as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you,  To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or 
that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon  him,  and  unlawful  present  to  himself,  to  the  amount  of 
aad  went  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  100,000/.  sterling,  which  he  did  not  reAiM 
fiposB  IS  to  18  months  arrears,  and  were  with  as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  la- 
great  difficuky  persuaded  to  retire,  which  was  ddicaU  in  the  nabob's  present  situation ;  aad 
frobably  more  effected  by  a  body  of  troope  did,  as  if  the  same  was  his  own  propor^t 
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pragume  to  dispoeo  oT  it,  tod  to  dMire  the  and  dependants  at  liu  (amily ;  iIm  annual 

mn^iVr  rtf  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  value  of  the  said    estates  thus  u>akHMX€d 

ooin(Kiny  bis  ina&ters.    To  this  seoood  de-  amounting  to  4S5|00(M.  sterling,  or  tlM<ft« 

Band  he,  the  said  Hastings,  addeu  %  third  de-  bouts,  upon  an  old  Taluation,  but  stated  by  Um 

nnnd  of  120,000/.  sterling,  tor  four  additional  resident  Middleton  as  being  found  to  yield 

regiments  on  the  nabob^s  list,  after  he  had  considerably  more, 
■olenmly  engaged  to  take  off  the  ten,  with 

which  it  had  been  burthened ;  the  whole  of        XXXY.— That  the  violent  and  unjust 

the  claims,  through  his  private  agent  afore-  measure  aforesaid,  subversive  of  property,  at^ 

Slid,  making  the  sum  of  820,000/.  sterling.  terly  destructive  of  several  ancient  and  conside- 
rable families,  and  most  dishonourable  to  the 

XXXIII. — That   the  demands,  claims,  British  government,  did  produce  an  universal 

he.  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  upon  discontent,  and  the  greatest  confusion  througb- 

the    government    of  Oude,    in    that   year,  out  the  whole  country ;  the  said  confiscated 

amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  2,530,000/.  lands  being  on  this  occasion  put  to  rackrents, 

sterling,  and  being  joined  to  the  arrears  to  and  the  pei^le  grievously  oppressed.    And 

troops,  and  some  internal  &ilures,  amounting  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  rcfdress,  at  least 

to  255,000/.  sterling  more,  the  whole  charge  for  a  considerable  time,  the  said  confiscated 

arose  to  2,785,000/.  sterling ;  which  was  con-  estates  were  mortgaged  (it  appearing  other- 

siderably  more  than  double  the  net  produce  of  wise  impr:u:ticatIo  to  make  an  approach  to- 

the  nabob's  revenue,  the  same  only  amounting  wards  satisfying  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the 

to  1,450,000/.  "  nominal  revenue,  never  com-  said  Hastings)  for,  a  great  sum  to  certain  usu- 

pletely  realized."  rioos  bankers  or  rooney^alers  at  Benares. 

XXXIV. — That,  towards  providing  for        XXXVI. — That  besides  these  enormous 

these  extravagant  demands,  be,  the  said  War-  demands,  which  were  in  part  made  for  the 

rso  Hastings,  did  direct  and  authorize  another  support  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  Bri- 

breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the  trea-  tish  officers,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar, 

ty  of  Chunar.    For,  whereas,  by  the  second  ought  to  liave  been  removed,  wwy  large  extra 

article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  it  was  left  to  charges,  not  belonging  to  tlie  military  list  of 

the  nabob's  discretion,  whether  or   not    he  the  said  nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and 

should    resume    the    landed    estates,   called  pensions  were  continued,  and  others  newly  put 

jaghirea,  within  his  dominions ;  and  notwilh-  on,  since  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  namely,  an 

standing  the  said  Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  of  15,554  ru- 

■aidarticle,  did  declare  that  the  nabob  should  be  pees  per  month,  (upwards  of  18,664/.  ster- 

left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  authority  and  ling  a  year)   and  an  allowance  to  Trevoi 

pleasure  respecliDg  them,  yet  he  the  said  Hast-  Wlieler,  Esquire,  of  5,000  rupees  per  mcmth 

ings  did  authorize  a  violent  compulsion  to  be  (or  6,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards  a  year,)  and 

used  toward  the  said  nabob  for  accomplishing  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of  a  mili- 

an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  tary  nature,  to  British  subjects,  amounting  to 

landed  property;  and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  little  less  than  140,000/.  yearly;  and  if  other 

compel  the  nabob  to  break  his  faith  with  all  allowances,  not    included   in   the  estimate, 

the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  that 

w  violating  the  assurance  of  his  own  original  sum,  besides  much  more,  which  may  justly 

grants,  but  his  assurance  recently  given,  when,  be  suspected  to  have  been  paid,  no  part  whero> 

being  pressed  by  the  company,  he  [the  nabob]  of  had  at  that  time  been  brought  forward  t* 

had  made  a  temporary  sebure  of  the  profits  any  public  account, 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  of  a 

compulsory  loan,  for  the  re-payment  of  XXXyiI.~That  the  commander  of  one 
which  he  gave  his  bonds  and  obligations ;  and  of  these  corps,  of  whose  burthen  the  said  na- 
although  he  had  at  the  same  time  solemnly  bob  did  complain,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
pledged  his  (kith,  that  he  never  would  again  re-  Alexander  Hannay,  who  did  fkrm  the  revenoes 
sort  to  the  like  oppressive  measure,  yet  he,  the  of  certain  districts,  called  Baraiich  and  Go- 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  cause  him  to  be  rachpore,  which  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 
compelled  to  confis^te  the  estates  of  at  ninth  artide  of  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Bri»> 
least  sixty-sevm  of  the  principal  persons  of  tow,  did  estimate  at  23  lacks  of  rupeea,  or 
his  country,  comprehending  therein  his  own  230,000/.  per  annum ;  but  under  his,  tha 
nearest  relations,  and   the  ancient  frimds  Hannay*s,  management,  the  coUectiooa 
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rery  graatly  decline ;  oomplaints  were  made  were  perpetrated  with  impunity ;  and  eveo  in 

diat  the  eountries  aforesaid  were  hamutedand  the  capital  city  of  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the 

oppressed,  and  the  samedid  &11  into  conflisioni  sovereign  power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice 

ftfid,  at  last,  the  inhabitants  broke  out  into  a  whatever  to  take  cognizance  of  such  offences* 
general  rebellion. 

XL. — That  the  said  Warren  HastingSi 

XXXVIII. — That  the  (ar  greater  part  of  when  he  did  interfere  in  the  government  of 
the  said  heavy  list  was  authorized  or  ordered  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  interfere  for 
by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  pur>  the  good  purposes  of  government,  and  not 
poee  of  extending  his  own  corrupt  influence,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money 
f*or  it  doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  be  therefrom,  and  enriching  his  own  dependantS| 
did  pretend,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  which  latter  purpose  alone  he  did  effect  in 
Chonar  aforesaid,  to  remove  the  company's  the  manner  before  mentioned,  but  not  one  (/tho 
•orrants,  *'  dvil  aiid  military,  from  the  court  former.    For  the  said  Hastings,  liaving  pro- 
mad  service  of  the  vizier,**  he  did  assert  that  cured  the  extraordinary  powers  given  by  and  to 
be  thereby  did  "  diminish  his  own  in/bfenee,  himself  by  his  delegation  of  the  3d  of  July, 
as  well  as  that  of  his  colleagues,  by  narrowing  1781 ,  did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  purposoj 
the  line  of  patronagt  ;*'  which  proves  that  the  among  many  others,  "  of  assisting  the  nabob 
offices,  pensions,  and  other  emoluments  aibre-  vizier  in  forming  such  regulations  as  may  .be 
said,  in  Oude,  were  hit  patronage,  as  bis  pa-  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  his 
Crooage  could  not  be  diminished  by  talong  government  and  the  improvement  of  his  ro- 
away  the  said  offices,  &c.  unless  the  same  venue."     And  in  consequence  of  the  said 
bad  been  subetantially  of  his  gift ;   and   he  powers  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the 
did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  reformation  treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an  article  from  the 
afiiresaid,  express  both  his  knowledge  of  the  nabob,  by  which  the  said  nabob  did  promise 
<>Tn«t*wir<>  of  the  said  excessive  and  abusive  to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of 
establishments,  and  hiJi  sense  of  his  duty  in  his  civil  administration  ;  and  he  did  give  cer- 
taking  them  away ;   fin*  in  agreeing   to  the  tain  instructions  to  the  resident,  Middleton, 
article  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  abolishing  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the  mott 
the  said  establishments  he  did  declare  him-  implicit  obedienee;    and   did  in  one  article 
■elf '^actuated  solely  by  motives  otjuHif  to  thereof  direct  him  to  urge  the  nabob  to  en* 
the  nabob,  and  a  regard  to  the  honotir  of  our  deavour  gradually,  if  it  could  not  be  done  at 
national   duaradftr  ,***  and,  according  to  his  once,  to  establish  courts  of  adawlet,  Hustice] 
own  representation,  the  said  servants  of  the  and  that  the  darogas  [chief  criminal  magis- 
eompany,  civil  and  military,  **  by  their  nam-  trates]   moulabies    [consulting    or  assistant 
ber«,  their  influence,  and  the  enarmouM  amount  lawyers]  and  other  officers  should  be  selected 
of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  by  the  ministers,  with  his,  the  resident's,  con- 
were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues  currence :  and  allerwards,  in  his  instructions 
and  authority  of  the  vizier ;  and  exposed  us  to  the  resident  Bristow,  desiring  him  to  pur> 
to  the  cKcy  and  reaentment  of  the  whole  eeim-  sue  the  same  object,  he  declared  his  opinioD, 
try,  by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adhe-  "  that  the  want  of  such  courts,  and  the  ex- 
rents  of  the  vizier  from  the  reward  of  their  treme  licentiousness  occasioned  thereby,  ii 
services  and  attachment.**  one  of  the  most  disreputable  defects  in  his  high- 
ness the  nabob's  goverainent.    And  that  wmle 

XXXIX.— That  the  revenue  of  the  coun-  they  do  exist,  every  man  knows  the  hazard 

try  being  anticipated,  mortgaged,  and  dilapi-  which  he  incurs  in  lending  his  money.**    But 

dbted  by  the  counsel,  concurrence,  connivance,  he  did  give  him,  the  said  resident,  no  positive 

•ad  infloence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  instruction  concerning  the  same,  supposing 

tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  civil  the  establishment  of  such  courts  a  matter  of 

f  ovemmeat,  magistracy,  and  administration  of  difficulty ;  and  did  therefore  give  him  a  lati- 

jiKtiee,  gradoally  declmed,  and  at  length  totally  tude  in  his  proceedings  therein. 
ceased  tLx>agh  the  whole  of  the  vast  provinces, 

which  compose  the  territory  of  Oude ;  and  no  XLI.— That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did, 

power  was  visible  therein,  but  that  of  the  however,  in  conformity  to  the  said  instrao* 

brmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by  bodies  of  tions,  at  last  given  with  such  latitude,  endear 

troc|Hi  to  enforce  the  collections,  insomuch  our  to  prevaU  on  the  said  minister  gradaal* 

that  robberies,  assassinations,  and  acU  of  Ij  to  introduce  courts  of  justice  G^r  thecof- 

•vsTY  deseriptioD  of  outrage  and  violeooe  i  fzance  of  frimesi  by  beginning  to  estabUah  a 
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olBiiitl  court  ander  a  native  Judge,  to  Jadge  JagUm,  and  tlMproeeeeiiifi  against  die  modMr 

aecorHing  to  the  Mahomedaa  law  In  the  dty  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob,  totally  to  saper- 

Lneknow.    But  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  a  minUrter  sede  hie  aolhority,  and  to  force  his  InrUnationa 

of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  nomination,  and  in  acts  which  oyertumed  all  the  laws  of  pro- 

•olely  dependent  upon  lilm  did  elude  and  ob-  perty  and  <^red  violence  to  all  the  sentiments 

itmct,  and  In  the  end  totally  defeat,  the  esta-  of  natural  aflbctioo  and  duty ;  and  seensing  at 

Mishment  of  the  same.  the  same  time  his  Instruments  for  not  goii^  to 

the  utmost  lengths  in  the  execution  of  his  said 

XLU.— That    the    obstruction    aforesaid,  orders,  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mia" 

and  the  evil  consequences  thereof,  were  duly  demeanour, 
represented  to  the  said  HssUngs:  and  though 

the  said  Hastings  had  made  it  the  fourth  ar-  XLIV.^That  the  said  Hastings  did  highly 

ticle  of  a  criminal  charge  against  the  red-  aggravate  his  oflence  in  discountenandng  and 

dent  Middleton,  "  that  be  did  not  report  to  discouraging  the  re-establishment  of  msglslra- 

the  govemourgeneral,  or  to  the   bovd,  the  ey,  law,  and  order,  in  the  countiy  of  Oude,  in- 

progress  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  asmuch  as  he  did,  in  the  eighth  article  of  his 

time  in  his  endeavours  to  comply  with  his  instructions  to  the  resident  order  him  to  ex- 

Instructions ;   and  that,  if  he  met  with  any  erclsB  powers,  which  ought  to  have  been  exer- 

Impediments   in   the  execution  of  them,  he  cised  by  lawftal  magistrates,  and  in  a  manner 

had  omitted  to  state  those  impediments,  and  agreeable  to  law.    And  in  the  said  article  he 

to  apply  for  fresh  orders  upon  them;"   yet  did  state  the  prevalence  of  rebellion  in  the 

he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  give  no  manner  of  jaid  eountry  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion  eould 

support  to  the  resident  Brlstow  against  the  exist  in  a  country,  in  which  tli^e  was  no 

said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n,  and  did  not  even  an-  magistracy,  and  no  protection  for  life  or  proper- 

swer  several  of  his  letters,  the  said  Bristow*s  ty,  and  in  which  the  native  authority  had  no 

letters,  stating  the  said  Impediments,  or  take  force  whatever ;   and  in  which  he  himself 

any  notice  of  his  remonstrances ;  but  did  at  states  the  exerdw  of  British  authority  to  be 

Imgth  revolce  his  own  instructions,  declaring  an  absolute  usurpation:  and  he  did  aceord* 

that  he,  the  said  resident,  should  not  presume  ingly  direct  a  rigorous  prosecution  agsinst  the 

to  act  upon  the  same ;  and  yet  did  not  fur-  olfonce  of  rebellion  under  such  cireumstancea, 

nlsh  him  with  any  others,  upon  which  be  but  ''wIthafUr  and  impartial  inquiry,"  when 

might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Hyder  Beg  he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  thosa 

Khin  in  the  obstruction  by  him  given  to  the  courts  of  Justice  and  magistraey,  by  which 

performance  of  the  first  and  (\mdamental  duty  alooe  rebellion  could  be  prevented,  or  a  fair 

of  ail  government;  namely,  the  admlnistra-  and  impartUU   inquiry  relative  to  the 


tloa  of  Justice,  and  protection  of  the  lives  and  could  be  had.    And  partlcularty  he  did  instmct 

property  of  the  subject  against  wrong  and  vio-  the  said  resident  to  obtain  the  nabob's  order 

lance.  for  employing  some  sure  means  for  appre- 
hending certain  xemindars,  and  particularly 

XLIU.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  after-  three,  in  the  instructioas  named,  whom  be, 

wards   proceed  to  the  length  of  criminating  the  said  Hastings,  did  cause  to  be  apprehended 

the  resident  Brlstow  aforesaid  for  his  endea-  upon  what  he  calls  good  information,  founded 

Tours  to  establish  the  said  necessary  court,  as  upon  some  fkcts,  to  which  he  asserts  be  baa 

an  invasion  of  the  righu  of  the  nabob's  gov-  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  "that  they 

•mment ;  when,  if  the  nabob  in  his  own  pro-  ||ad  the  destruction  of  Colonel  Hannay  and 

per  person  and  character,  and  not  the  afore-  the  olBcers  under  his  command,  as  their  Ina* 

aaid  Hyder  Beg  (who  was  a  creature  of  the  mediate  object,  and  ultimately  the  extirpatkm 

said  Hastings)  had  opposed  the  re-establish-  of  the  English  Influence  and  power  throngb- 

ment  of  Justice  in  the  said  country,  it  was  out  all  the   nabob's   dominions;"   and   that 

the  duty  of  the  said  Hastings  to  have  pressed  they  did  still  persevere  hi  their  rebellioos  coa- 

the  same  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  his  duct  without  deviation,  "  though  the  nabob's 

Influence.    And  the  said  Warren   Hastings,  and  not  our  government,  was  then  the  olject 

In  his  pretended  attention  to  the  idibob's  au-  of  it"    And  he  did  direct  the  said  resMent, 

thority.  when  exercised  by  his  the  said  Has^  if  It  should  appear,  "on  a  ftdr  and  rtgytUr 

tngs's  minister  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  inquirg^  that  their  conduct  towards  the  na- 

courts  of  Justice  for  the  protection  of  life  and  bob  had  been  such  as  had  been  reported  to 

property  at  the  same  time  that  he  did  not  be,  to  insist  upon  the  nabob's  punishing  tbem 

hesitate,  in  the  case  of  the  confiscation  of  the  with  death ;    and  to  treat  with   the  same 
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tlfoor  •rery  zomindar,  and  every  lubjeet,  who  pointed  at  in  my  inatractionti  as  the  moet 

chall  be  the  leader  in  a  rebellion  against  his  disreputable  defect  in  his  highness's  gorem* 

Anthority."  meet :  yet  the  minister  seems  determined  on 

abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary 

XLV. — That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hast-  an  institution.     The  office  of  chief  justice) 

ings,  in  his  procedure  aforesaid,  was  further  as  held  by  Molovy  MorobinOi  was  ever  nuga- 

highly  aggravated  by  his  having  received  in-  tory,  but  now  it  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  con* 

Ibnnatioo  of  several  striking  circumstances,  tempt.     The  original  establishment,  inade- 

wfaich  strongly  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  quate  as  it  was,  is  mouklering  away,  and  the 

regular  magistracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  officers  now  attached  to  it  are  literally  8tanf<- 

6roai  the  total  failure  of  justice,  affecting  not  ing,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has  been 

only  the  subjects  at  large,  but  even  the  reign-  paid  for  above  six  months  past.    He  himself 

tng  family  itself;  as  also  of  the  cuuses  why  has  proposed  to  resign  his  appointment,  beuif 

no  legal  magistracy  could  exist,  and  why  the  every  way  precluded  from  a  possibility  #/ 

princes  of  the  reigning  family  were  not  only  exercising  the  duties  of  it." 
exposed  to  the  attacks  of  assassins,  but  even 

to  a  want  of  the  protection,  which  might  be  XLVI. — That  it  appears  by  the  said  lettei , 

had  from  their  servants  and  attendants,  who  and  the  papers  therewith  transmitted,  as  well 

were  driven  from  their  masters  for  want  of  as  other  documents  in  the  said  correspondence, 

that  maintenance,  which  the  princes   their  that  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought 

Masters  oould  not  procure,  even  for  them-  upon  the  nabob's  finances,  certain  of  the  prm- 

selves.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  were  ces  his  brethren,  the  children  of  Shuja  ul 

detailed  to  him  the  said  Hastings  by  the  reai-  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  the  country, 

dent  Bristow,  in  a  letter  frcm  Lucknow,  dated  were  pat  upon  pensions  unsuitable  to  their 

the  29th  January,  1784,  to  the  governour-  birth  and  rank,  sind  by  the  mismanagement  of 

general  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  the  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  by  the  said 

eoQDcil  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following  t  Warren  Hastings)  for  two  years  together  no 

**  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders,  per-  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate  pen* 
petreted  in  his  excellency's,  the  vizier's  do-  sion  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  main- 
miaions,  have  been  too  oflen  the  subject  of  tain  the  attendants  necessary  for  their  protee- 
my  representations  to  your  honourable  board,  tion  in  a  city,  in  which  all  magistracy  and 
From  the  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day  justice  was  abolished,  they  were  not  only 
elapees  but  I  am  informed  of  some  tragical  liable  to  suffer  the  greatest  extremities  of 
eveot,  whereof  the  bare  recital  is  shocking  to  penury,  but  their  lives  were  exposed  to  the 
humanity.  About  two  months  since  an  at-  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condition  of  one 
tempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Rajah  Ticket  of  tho  said  princes,  called  the  Nabob  Bahadur, 
Roy,  die  acting  minister's  confidential  agent;  is  by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  let- 
but  |ie  happily  escaped  unhurt.  Nabob  Beh»-  ters  to  the  said  resident  Bristow,  the  first 
dre,  kii  highnu^a  brother  ^  has  not  been  so  dated  the  S8th  of  December,  178S;  the  second, 
fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784 ;  and  the  third,  the 
two  of  his  letters  to  me,  No.  1,  which  I  have  15th  of  January,  1784,  which  letters  were 
the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information,  duly  transmitted  in  the  despatch  of  the  89th  of 
Although  my  feelings  are  sensibly  hurt,  and  the  same  month  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
my  compassion  strongly  excited  by  tk$  (2is-  and  are  as  follow : 

graoe/^  and  mUerabte  state  of  poverty  t  to  ^*  Tour  own  servant  carried  you  the  account 

wkiek  ki$  esedlency^e  brothers  are  reduced,  of  what  he  himself  was  an  eyo-witness  to, 

yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  aAer  the  affair  of  last  night.    These  art:  the 

to  interfere  with  effect.     My  efforts   on  a  particulars : — about  midbight  my  aunt   re 


occasion  failed  of  success,  and  my  ceived  twelve  wounds  from  a  ruffian,  of  which 

mierpoaUion  now  would  only  excite  the  retent'  she  died.     I  also  received  six  successive  stabs, 

wunt  ef  the  minuter  toward*  the  unhappy  euf-  which  alarmed  tlie  people  of  the  house,  who 

ferert,  in  eoneequenee  qf  their  applieation  to  set  up  a  shouting ;  whereupon  the  assassin 

«M,  jirom  whom  aloite,  however^  they  hope  run  off.     Besides  being  toithoui  food^  or  th§ 

for  relief  from  their  present  distreee^  which,  meant  of  providing  any,  this  misfortune  has 

their  near  connexion  with  the  vizier  consi-  befallen  me.    /  am  denroue  ef  sending  tkt 

dered,  is  both  shameful  and  unprecedented,  eq/fin  to  your  door.    It  is  your  duty,  both  for 

That  DO  regular  courts  of  justice  have  been  the  sake  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  ju»« 

sstab'.ished  in  this  country  is    particularly  tice,  mat*,  to  inquire  what  harm  I  have  done  to 
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the  mardercr  lufficient  to  desenro  anassina-  feel  the  pain  and  affliction  of  mj  woandb ;  and 

liooi  or  even  injury.     You  now  uand  in  the  no  person  hat  regarded  my  toUeUatUm*  for  re^ 

place  of  Ms  excelleney  the  vixier,    I  request  dresSj  sought  after  the  oMOMtii,  and  brought 

jrou  will  do  me  Justice.    What  more  can  I  him  to  condign  punishment^  yourself  except- 

say'/  ed"    "In  like  manner,  as  the  honourable 

P.  S.     ''  I  am  also  desirous  to  show  you  ^Temour-general  has  adopted  my  brother 

tmf  wounds."  Saadut  Alia  Cawn  for  his  son,  and  reliered 

him  from  the  vexation,  affliction,  and  depend- 

IVom  the  same,  tdth  of  Jamuaty,  1784.  ence  of  this  place,  would  it  be  extraordinary, 

that  yoa  also  shoald,  in   your  bounty  and 

"  You  may  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  favour,  consent  to  adopt  me,  who  do  not  poe- 
Ihe  circumstances  relative  both  to  the  murder  sees  the  necessaries  of  lile,  and  permit  me  to 
•f  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being  wounded,  as  attend  you  to  whatever  part  of  the  world 
well  by  my  former  letter,  as  by  the  roessen-  you  may  travel,  whereby  I  shall  at  all  times 
ger,  whom  you  sent  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  derive  honour  and  advantage  ?  Formerly, 
my  health ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  us  three  brothers,  Saadut  Ally,  Myrza  Jungly 
from  your  krown  kindness,  that  you  will  not  and  I,  the  poor  and  opprrased  were,  in  Uie 
be  deficient  in  seeking  out  the  assassin,  presence  of  our  blessed  father,  treated  alike. 
I  am  at  this  moment  ovenchdmed  in  wafar-  Now  the  ministers  of  this  government  put 
tnKne*  fVhilst  the  blood  is  ^flowing  from  my  me  upon  a  footing  with  our  younger  brothers, 
tooundSf  neither  /,  nor  my  children,  nor  my  who  have  lately  left  the  zenana,  and  whose 
tervarUs,  have  wherewithal  to  procure  «m6-  expenses  are  small.  On  this  scale  whidi  is 
iistence ;  nor  have  I  it  in  my  power  either  to  in  every  respect  insufficient  for  my  main- 
purchase  remedies,  or  to  reward  the  phyei-  tenance,  they  pay  the  pit\ful  allowance  only 
cian — 'tu  for  the  sake  of  God  alone  that  he  when  it  is  their  pleeAure  to  do  it.  My  situation 
attends  me.  Thus  loaded  with  calamity  upon  has  for  years  past  been  increasing  in  wretch- 
calamity,  I  am  unable  to  support  life,  for  I  edness  to  a  degree,  thui  /  cm  in  want  qf  daily 
find  no  relief  from  any  affliction  either  day  or  bread,  and  my  wervasua  and  animals  are  <fy- 
night.  Do  you  now  stand  in  tlie  place  of  my  ing  of  hunger.  My  distresses  are  so  great, 
ftiher ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by  speedy  acts  of  that  I  have  not  bMn  able  to  pay  a  daum  to 
benevolence.  /e  the  surgeons  for  the  cure  of  my  wounds , 

*<  For  these  two  last  years  his  excellency  ar,d  they  too  art  discouraged  from  affording 

established  a  pension  for  me  of  twenty  thou-  me  Uicir  aifise'tnce,  or  fundshing  me  with 

sand  rupees;  but  I  never  received  the  full  mediane*.    How  then  is  it  possible  for  me  to 

amount  of  it,  either  last  year  or  the  year  be-  exist  ?    Considering  you  as  my  patron,  par- 

fbre.    Should  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  though  ticipatlng  in  my  afUictions,  I  have  represent- 

inadequate  to  my  desires,  I  sludl  still  be  ena-  ed  the  circumstances  concerning  my  situa- 

bled  to  support  myself.    From  the  begiraiing  tion ;  and  I  hope  from  your  friendship,  th^ 

of  this  year  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  re-  you  will  honour  me  with  a  &vourabIe  answer." 
ceived  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  though, 

if  you  afford  protection  to  the  oppressed,  all  XLVII.^The  resident  Bristow  did  also 
my  wishes  will  be  accomplished.  I  was  de-  receive  a  strong  application  from  three  othtn 
sirous  of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family,  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  call- 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witness  to  their  ed  MirzaHyder  Ali,  MirzaEnnayut  Ali,and 
condition  ;  but  I  was  advised  not  to  stir  out  MirzaSyef  Ali,  representing  (Weir  very  piti&- 
on  account  of  my  wounds.  What  more  can  ble  case,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  A^rch, 
I  say  ?"  178S,  in  which,  among  oihci  particulara,  ara 

contained  tlie  following : 

71u  following  extracts  are  m/ode  from  the  "  Our  situation  is  not  fit  to  be  repreaentad. 

third  letter  from  the  same  prince ;  dated  fhr  two  years  we  have  net  received  a  kubba 

January  I5th,  1784.  on  account  of  our  tuncaw  [assignment  on  the 

revenue]  though  the  ministers  have  annually 

**  The  particulars  of  the  late  and  tmforeseen  chsrged  a  lack  of  rupeM,  and  never  paid  w 

misfortune,  with  which  I  have  been  over-  anything.    After  all  we  are  the  sons  qf  Sh^fa 

whelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto  you ;  that  «/  Dowla !    It  is  surprising,  having  sodi  a 

the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  the  prop  and  friend  as  you,  our  situation  is  arrived  at  that 

r^der  qf  my  family,  vas  shed,  and  in  the  same  pass,  that  we  should  be  in  distress  for  dry  6rtad 

manner  I  too  was  wounded.    Until  now  I  ond  ehthes.    Whereas  you  have  done  man* 
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OTB  vcti,  b«  pleased  to  to  mow  uf  yoar  offing  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  if  he, 
»,  tjfeftt  hj  some  means  we  may  receire  the  said  Anderson, "  would  give  him  the  small- 
Allowances  from  the  company's  treasury,  est  encouragement,  he  would  quit  al'  his  fol- 
•od  boA  be  obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit  lowers,  and  come  alone,  and  would  take  i^ 
oCbrri  N*  iU"  his  residence  under  his  protection."    And 

the  said  Anderson  did  declare,  that  he  thought 

XLVm. — That  one  of  the  princes  afore-  it  "  would  be  policy,  and  much  to  the  credit 

r5*J»  called  the  Mirza  Jungly,  about,  the  bo-  of  our    government,    that    some    provision 

fBuiiiig  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged  to  fly  should  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  our  terri- 

from  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  tories." 
lo  leave  his  country  and  connexions ;  and  as 

Ibe  resident  Bristow,  writing  from  Lucknow,  XLIX. — That  the  said  Brutow  did  repra* 
huh  observed,  *'  he  went  to  try  his  fortune  at  sent  the  aforesaid  circumstances   to  Hydcf 
otiMr  courts  in  preference  to  starving  at  home.  Beg  Cawn,  minister  to  the  nabob  of  Oud« 
which  might  have  been  his  fate  by  all  accounts  declaring  it  his  opinion,  "  that  his  highness's 
at  this  place."    And  the  said  prince  sought  brothers  thus  taking  refuge  with  a  foreign 
for  succour  at  the  court  of  ono  of  the  neigh-  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the  vizier,  and  ii 
bouriag  Mahom^fJan  princes ;  bat  conceiv-  would  be  advisable,  that  an  allowance  shouki 
ini;  »oxn.«  ttiigust  at  the  treatment  he  met  be  granted  to  him  upon  the  footing  of  his 
wi'.ti  diere,  he  departed  from  thenco,  and  on  brothers,  that  he  might  remain  in  the  pre^ 
liitt  8th  of  February,  1783,  arrived  at  the  sence."    But  the  nabob  was  induced  to  refliso 
^laltfatta  camp,  while  David  Anderson,  Es-  to  his  brother  any  ofier  of  any  allowance 
quirt.  Wis  there  in  the  character  of  minister  beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds  per  month, 
ptcbi^ioientiary  to  the  nomp!i;iy,  with  a  view,  allowed,  but  not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers, 
if  k>  leception  these  should  not  prove  an-  and  which  the  said  prince  did  observe  to  Mr. 
#wefable  to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  Anderson,  "  that  it  was  not  only  inadequate 
su'ictward.     And  the  said  Anderson,  proba-  to  his  expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the 
^•T  considering  this  event  as  of  very  great  truth  was)  than  what  his  excellency  has  set- 
iiL'iorUDce  to  the  honour  of  the  British  gov-  tied  on  many  persons  of  inferiour  rank,  who 
mrftfatnty  as  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the  have  not  so  good  a  claim  to  his  support : 
tmt  hand,  by  exhibiting  the  son  and  brother  and  that  it  would  not  be  sufficieof     o  enable 
ci  a  sovereign  prince,  from  whom  the  compa-  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  a/   nis  friends 
ay  had  received  many  millions  of  money,  a  and  relations  were,  and  so  map/  of  his  infe- 
fbgitive  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  riours  lived  in  a  state  of  afilu<nce."    In  case, 
through  the  courts  of  India  *,  and  on  the  therefore,  it  could  not  be  increased,  he  ra- 
the consequences,  which  might  arise  quested  leave  to  live  in  the  company's  pro- 
the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  posses-  vinces,  or   at  Calcutta,  for  that  in  any  of 
and  under  their  influence  a  son  of  the  these  situations  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty 
late  nabob  of  Oude,  did  without  delay  advise  regulate  his  expenses."    And  he  did  declare^ 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  event  afore-  that,  if  his  request  was  granted  to  him,  he 
said ;  and  he  did  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  would  immediately  quit  all  prospects  with 
Ike  resident  at  the  court  of  the  nabob  vizier,  Scindia.    To  these  propositions  he  received 
•everrnl  letters  of  the  9th  and  20lh  of  Februa-  a  very  discouraging  answer  from  his  brother's 
ry,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of  April,  minister,  containing  a  positive  and  final  refu« 
1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  betaken  sal  of  any  increase  of  allowance,  obtaining 
iir  his  return,  and  establishment  in  his  own  only  the  nabob's  permission  to  retire  into  thf 
eoontry.     And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  company's   provinces :    but    Mr.  Anderson 
the  resident  Bristow,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  take  any 
tfaat  oo  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince,  bro-  steps  for  the  prince's  retreat  into  the  said  pro- 
thsr  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  vince  without  Scindia's  concurrence,  who,  he 
Bfahratta  camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  observed,  would  use  every  art  to  detain  him  ; 
close  to  that  of  Mr.  Anderson ;  but  and  accordingly  did  ofier  him  the  command 
this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mahratta  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  be  paid  directly 
Scindia,  he  aAerwards   removed  :  from  his  own  treasury,  and  6000/.  sterling  t 
that  be  showed  a  strong  attaulunent  to  the  year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to 
jUsfa,  asd  was  inclined  to  throw  hioiseU  settle  upon  him  a  landed  estate  of  4000(.  a 
■poB  thetr  generosity ;  that  he  n\  •  '^sirous  year  as  a  provision  for  his  wife  and  childr«B{ 
Vol.  m.— U                                            K 
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vliieh  honourable  ofieri  it  appears  he  did  ao-  enforce  the  neeenitj  of  a  proper  um  of  the 

eept,  and  did  and  doth  remain  in  the  Mahrat-  British  influence  (the  only  real  govemment 

ta  senrice.  then  existing)  in  the  ororince  aforesaid  for  a 

regulation  of  the  economy  of  the  TizieHs 

L. — That  during  the  whole  course  of  this  court,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  administration 
transaction  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  of  the  public  concerns,  civil  and  military, 
duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very  early  let-  which  were  in  the  greatest  disorder ;  and  the 
ter  from  the  said  Anderson,  and  aflerwanis  by  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation 
the  resident  Bristow,  who,  on  the  2Sd  of  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  uo* 
April,  1783,  transmitted  to  him  his  whole  derstand  it  to  be  his  duty  so  to  do ;  and  that 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Anderson.  But  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  tht 
what  answer  or  instructions  the  said  Warren  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  well  as  by  other  uni- 
Hastings  did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  versal  powers  of  control,  and  even  of  super- 
appear,  he  not  having  recorded  any  thing  cession,  supposed  by  him  to  ezut  in  the  re* 
upon  that  subject.  But  it  spears  that  to  lation  between  the  British  govemment  and 
the  resident  Bristow,  who  required  to  be  iiH  that  of  Oude,  and  accordingly  he  did,  in  his 
fiMrmed  whether  the  reception  of  the  ftigitive  instructions  to  the  resident  M  iddleton,  to 
prince  aforesaid  in  the  company's  provinces  whidi  he  required  his  most  implicit  obedience, 
would  meet  his  approbation,  he  gave  no  an-  direct  him  to  an  interference  in  and  control 
twer  whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues, 
or  worse,  with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  the  military  arrangements,  and  all  the  other 
td  the  company,  who  showed  a  strong  attach-  branches  of  the  nabob's  govemment. 
ment  and  preference  to  the  English  nation, 

and  by  suffering  him  without  any  known  effort  LHI.^That  up<m  his  re<^ll  of  the  said 
to  prevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  Middleton,  be,  in  his  instructions  to  the  rem- 
and fortunes  of  the  Mahrattas,  who,  he,  the  dent  Bristow,  dated  SSd  of  October,  1781,  did 
said  Hastings,  well  knew,  did  keep  up  claims  at  large  set  forth  the  situation  of  the  court 
upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and  govemment  of  Oude,  the  situation  and 
and  had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  in-  character  of  the  nabob,  of  the  acting  minister, 
elude  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  he,  and  of  the  British  resident,  at  that  court ;  and 
having  suffered  him  first  to  languish  at  home  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  without  reserve, 
in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  subsis-  describe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  beexer- 
tence,  and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  cised  by  the  last  of  these  persons,  as  well 
countenancing  no  negotiations  for  his  return  as  the  unqualified  compliance  to  be  cxpetted 
from  his  dangerous  place  of  r^uge,  at  the  from  the  two  former.  And  he  did  according- 
tame  time  that  several  of  his,  the  said  Hast-  ly  declare,  that  ^*from  the  nature  of  our  eoit- 
ings's  creatures  had  each  of  them  allowances  nexion  with  the  govemment  of  Oude,  and 
much  more  considerable  than  would  have  suf^  from  the  nabob's  incapacity,  a  necessify  tottf 
ficed  for  the  satisfaction  and  comfort  of  him,  for  ever  exist,  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a 
the  said  fugitive  prince — was  guilty  of  a  high  subsidy  upon  the  resources  of  his  country,  of 
rrirae  and  misdemeanour.  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  sub- 
stituting it  ENTIRELY^  in  the  place  of  an 

LI.— >That  the  indigent  condition  before  avowed  and  constitutional  authority  in  the 

related  of  the  other  brothers  of  the  nabob  was  administration  of  his  {the  nabob^i)  govern^ 

also  duly  transmitted   to  the  said  Warren  ment  ,*"  and  he  did  further  in  the  saui  instruo- 

flastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  tions,  namely,  in  instmction  the  fourth,  di- 

tteps  whatsoever  to  be  taken  towards  the  re-  rect  the  said  resident  in  the  words  follcwing  l 

Sef  of  the  family  of  a  reigning  prince,  whe  <*  I  roust  have  recourse  to  you  for  the  intn^ 

were  daily  in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine  duction  of  a  new  syntem  in  that  govemment ; 

through  the  effect  of  his  measures,  and  those  nor  can  I  omit,  whilst  I  express  my  reliance 

ef  a  person,  whom  he  supported  in  power  on  you  for  that  purpose,  to  repeat  the  senti- 

i^inst  the  will  and  irclination  of  the  said  ments,  which  I  expressed  in  the  verbal  ist- 

prince  and  his  family.  structions,  which  I  gave  at  your  departure, 

that  there  can  be  no  medium  in  the  rdation  b^ 

LII.— That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the  fioeen  the  resident  and  the  minister,  btU  eitkef 

penury,  distress,  dispersion,  and  exile  of  the  the  resident  must  be  the  slave  and  vasmlof  ths 

reigning  fiunily,  as  well  as  the  general  disor-  ministerf  or  the  minister  at  the  absolmU  ditpo* 

ler  in  all  the  affairs  of  Oude,  did  strongly  s«/  qf  the  resident.^    And  he.  the  laid  Hast 
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ta^  &1  it  ate,  in  the  nkl  article  of  the  ia-  p^rlj  leave  the  resident  a  diecretiooary  powet 

HxQCtiooi  aforesaid,  that  though  the  conduct  for  his  deviation  from  any  part  of  his  instruo- 

of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  KtAn  had  been  high-  tions ;  interposing  a  caution  for  his  security 

Ijr  reprehensible,  and  that  he  was  much  dia-  and  direction,  that,  as  much  as  he  could,  be 

pleased  thereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  any  would  leave  the  subject  tree    for  his  (the 

other,  on  account  of  his  ability  and  know-  said  Hastings*s)  correction  of  it ;  and  would 

ledge  of  business,  with  the  following  proviso,  instantly  inform  him,  or  the  board,  according 

"  ifhe  would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on  such  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his  rea^ 

eonditions  as  I  require.    He  exists  by  bb  de-  sons  for  it. 
peodence  on  the  influence  of  our  government. 

It  must  be  advisable  to  try  him  by  the  mode  LVl.— That  besides  the  institution  of  the 

•fconcsUation ;  at  the  same  time  that  in  your  courts  of  justice,  as  before  recited,  four  other 

Jim  ml  comtMrtmtion  wUk  fum  it  will  be  necessary  principal  objects  in  the  reformation  of  the  tS- 

to  declare  to  him,  in  the  j^iutt  termMy  the  iairs  of  Oude  were  expressly  recommended  to 

fixMiiig  and  condition,  on  which  he  shall  be  ;Mr>  the  residrats  Middleton  and  Bristow,  and 

mkied  to  retain  his  olace ;  with  the  altema-  must  be  understood  to  be  the  conditions,  up- 

tive  of  a  disiriasioC;  and  a  scrutiny  into  his  on    which    the   said    Hastings   roust   have 

eonfoct,  if  be  refuses  it.    In  the  first  place,  meant  to  have  it  understood,  that  the  acting 

I  will  not  receive  fixnn  the  nabob,  as  fus  let-  minister  of  Oude  was  to  bold  his  employ- 

ters  dictated  by  the  tpirit  of  appotitiwi ;  but  ment,  namely,  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's 

tkrnW  consider  every  such  attempt  a»  an  inmilt  personal  expenses ;  the  reduction  of  the  na- 

mm  mar  gmotmment.    In  the  second  place,  I  bob's  troops  in  number,  and  the  change  in 

AmXi  expect,  that  nothing  is  done  in  his  offi-  arrangement ;  the  appointment  of  proper  col- 

cial  character  but  with  your  knowledge  and  lectors  for  the  revenues ;  and  the  appointment 

participation."  of  proper  officers  for  all  carta  of  the  executive 

administration. 
LI V.—That  the  said  Hastings  having  de- 

•cribed,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  relative  LVII. — That  the  first  object,  namely,  that 

ntnatioQ  of  the  resident  and  minister,  he  did  of  the  limitation  of  the  nabob*s  personal  ex- 

■tate  also  the  relative  situation  of  the  said  penses,  and  separating  them  from  the  public 

■uaister  and  hu  master  the  nabob,  declaring,  establishments,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 

"  that  the  minister  did  hold  without  control  state  as  the  first  and  fundamental  part  of  his 

the  onparticipated  and  entire  admin istation,  regulation,  and  that,  upon  which  all  the  others 

widi  all  the  powers  annexed  to  that  govern-  would  depend ;    and  did  declare,  "  that  in 


the  1M1606  beingf  at  he  ever  mutt  be  in  order  to  prevent  tlie  vixier's  alliance  from 

fhe  hamda  of  tome  perton^  a  mere  cypher  m  being  a  clog  instead  of  an  aid  to  the  compa- 

ftw**    [the    minister*s.]     And    having    thus  ny,  the  mott  ettenUal  part  is  to  limit  and  tt' 

the  subordination  of  the  minister  to  parate  his  personal  disbursements  from  the 


the  resident,  and  the  subordination  of  the     public  accounts :  they  mutt  not  exceed  what 
to  the  minister,  he  did  naturally  do-    he  has  received  in  any  of  the  last  three 


dare,  '<  that  the  first  share  of  the  responsibili-  years."    And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and 

ty  woold  rest  upon  the  said  resident."    And  disbursements,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did,  in 

bt  did  farther  declare,  *<  that  the  other  oondi-  tho  said  instructions,  wholly  withdraw  them 

did  follow  distinctly  in  their  places,  be-  from  the  personal  management  or  interforence 

he  did  consider  <A«  residsn/ OS  responsi-  of  tho  nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 


kk/mr  ffccM.**  direct,  "  that  they  should  be  under  the  sols 

management  of  the  ministers,  with  the  resi- 
LV.— That  for  the  direction  of  the  resi-     dent's  concurrence.''    And  on  the  appoint- 
the  exercise  of  so  critical  a  trust,     ment  of  the  resident  Bristow,  in  October, 


all  the  true  and  substantial  powers,     1782,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  order  and  di- 
af  gwomnient  were  in  an  inverted  relation     rect  him  in  every  point  of  the  instructions  to 


proportion  to  the  official  and  ostensible  Middleton,  not  revoked  or  qualified  by  hia 

aathorities,  and  in  which  the  said  Hastings  then  instructions,  to  which  he  did  require  his 

did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing  [the  said  resident  Bristow's]  "  most  attentive 

for  exercising  an  influence,  and  fi^uently  for  and  literal  obedience." 


titoting  entirely  the  British  authority  *'  in 
the  place  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional        LYIH. — That  the  said  resident  Briatow 
,**  be,  the  said  Hastings,  did  pro      did,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal  to  him  of 
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the  said  instructionii  as  tforeiaid,  endeaTour     record  aa  aforeeakl,  that  in  a  letter,  which  ha 

to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  nabob's  expen-  had  lateljr  received  from  the  nabob,  the  min- 

•es  ;  but  he  was  in  that  particular  traversed  ister  had  the  presumption  to  make  the  nabob 

and  counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  de-  declare  that  which  was  true  to  be  /ktUe ;  and 

feated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kh4n.  that  ^*  his  making  loe  of  the  nabob  in  aucfa 

And  though  the  obstructions  aforesaid,  agree-  a  manner  did  show  how  thin  the  veil  was  bj 

ably  to  the  instructions  given  to  Middleton,  which  h$  covered  hu  own  acts ;  and  that  sucb 

and  to  him,  the  said  Bristow,  were  repre-  artifices  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the 

sented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  more  criminal  from  the  falseftood  and  dt^H^ 

resident  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hast-  city  mth  uAieh  they  were  associated.^ 
ings  did  give  no  kind  of  support  to  the  said 

resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  enabling  LX.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  np 

him,  the  said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  said  on  the  letters  protended  to  be  written  by  tlw 

necessary  limitation  and  distribution  of  ex-  nabob,  as  well  as  on  those  actually  writtaa 

penses,  by  himself  the  said  Hastings  orders  by  the  minister,  without  previously  comnuK 

ed  and  prescribed ;  nor,  if  he  disapproved  the  nirafing  the  matter  of  the  said  complaint  to 

proceedings  of  the  said  resident,  did  he  give  the  said  resident,  and  did  give  credit  to  Om 

him  any  instructions  for  the  forbearance  of  aame ;  and  coming  as  aforesaid  from  a  persot 

the  same,  or  for  the  exerting  his  duty  in  any  by  himself  (the  said  Hastings)  chargal  witk 

other  mode;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illus-  artifice,  fiilsehood,  and  duplicity,  and   witk 

tration  from  him  of  any  thing  doubtAil  in  his  abusing  to  his  own  evil  purposes  the  name  and 

correspondence,  nor  state  to  him  any  com-  swl  of  his  master,  without  his  knowledge, 

plaint  made  privately  of  his  conduct,  in  order  tod  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the 

to  receive  thereon  an  explanation ;  but  he  did  &etM    and  circumstances ;    and  did  theroon 

leave  him  to  pursue^  at  his  discretion,  the  ex-  ground  an  accusation  against  the  said  resi- 

tensive  powers  before  described,  to  efiect  the  dent,  Bristow,  before  the  board  at  Calcutta, 

reformation,  which  he  was  directed  to  accom-  in  which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of  the 

plish  under  the  responsibility  denounced  to  Mid    Bristow,  in  attempting    to  limit    the 

him  as  aforesaid,  if  he  should  fail  therein,  as  household  expenses  of  the  nabob,  as  an  indig- 

ne  was  supposed  to  be  substantially  invested  nity,  "  which  no  man  living,  however  mean 

with  all  the  powers  of  government.  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in 

it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  oth- 
LIX. — That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  cr,  but  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every 
instruction,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  counte-  manly  principle."    And  he  did  further  ac- 
nance,  or  more  probably  cause  or  direct  a  r»-  cuse  the  said  Bristow,  for  that  in  his  procc«y ' 
presentation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting  iiigs  in  the  regulation  of  the*nabob's  housa 
minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  complaining  hold  *'  he  should  receive  to  himself,  or  Mr 
grievously  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both  (the 
aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on  the  nabob's  autho-  ammgement  has  never  been  well  defined)  the 
rity,  and  indignities  on  his  person.    And  al-  money  assigned  for  the  suppwt  of  the  nabob's 
though  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  instruct  the  household  ;  issue  it  as  be  pleased,  not   to 
resident,  Bristow,  to  inform  the  said  Hyder  the  nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers  of  his 
Bog  Khlji,  that  he  would  not  receive  from  household:  dispose  of  his  superfluous  h(Nrsea, 
the  nabob,  as  Am,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  and  other  cattle ;  determine  how  many  el»- 
of  opposition,  but  should  consider  every  such  phants  were  necessary  to  the  state  of  the  ti- 
attempt  as  his  [the  minister's]  as  an  insult  zier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domeaties 
on  our  government;  yet  he  did  receive,  as  Au,  for  his  attendance  ;  and  pry  into  the  kitchca 
the  nabob's  own  letters,  and  as  written  from  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  qoantity 
the  impressions  on  his  own  mind,  and  as  the  of  victuals  which  ought  to  be  dressed  in  it ; 
suggestions  of  his  own  judgment,  letters  to  control  the  accounts  of  these  disbursement! ; 
the  same  efiect  aa  those  written  by  the  minis-  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the 
ter,  although  he  had  declared  upon  record,  that  consequence  was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it) 
the  said  ''  nabob  was  a  mere  cypher  in  his  the  residue  produced  by  those  economical  ra- 
the said  minister's  hands,"  and  "  that  he  had  trenchments." 
dared  to  use  both  the  nabob's  name,  and  even 

his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either  directed  to  LXI.— That  the  said  charge  is  mali<^oaa 

the  nabob,  or  written  as  from  him  without  his  and  insidious,  because  the  attempt  to  intro- 

knowledge ;"  and  although  he  did  assert,  or  duce  proper  officers  for  the  management  of 
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Vi^iclwld  exp«iWM,  lo  considerable,  that  the 
nad  Haatinffl  hai  stated  the  allotment  for 
ika  tame  at  900,000/.  sterling  yearly,  and 
that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  400,000/. 
stsrliBgyand  upwards,  and  to  keep  proper  and 
regular  accounts  thereof,  was  a  necessary 
ragulalioa,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  tbio 
■abob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  either 
of  bis  person  or  authority,  which  was  specially 
prorided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expense 
eoold  be  incurred  but  by  bis  own  personal 
warrant  under  his  sign  manual ;  nor  doth 
ihare  appear  therein  any  thing  but  what  u 
of  absolute  necessity  to  prevent  embezzle- 
Mot  to  his  prejudice.  And  the  said  Hast- 
■fi  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of  the 
JMtriictioos  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  ad- 
nnistration  can  be  properly  conducted  with- 
9Ht  regular  offices;  and  that  in  the  whole 
pR>Ttoc«  of  Oude  **  there  was  not  otm,  the 
being  engrossed  by  the  minister:"  of 
minister,  in  the  14th  article,  he  de- 
bts suspicion,  that  the  nabob  did  not 
leeeitre  the  whole  and  punctual  payment  of 
tba  sum  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  the 
bsoMhold,  but  that  some  part  had  been  by 
hm  withheld  from  the  nabob ;  and  that,  from 
private  information  he  had  lately  received,  he 
kHi  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  actually 
tba  case.  And  the  said  Hastings  well  knew 
Aat  the  nabob's  household  had  been  ill  con- 
AKted ;  that  the  allowances  of  his  servants 
kad  not  been  paid;  that  his  distress  was 
Handalous;  and  that  his  nearest  relations 
in  a  fiunishing  condition  :  and  the  said 
did  also  well  know  that  the  house- 
kold  of  the  nabob  was  provided  for  or  neg- 
laeled,  not  at  bis  own  discretion,  but  at  that 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n ;  and  he  did, 
ii  the  14th  article  aforesaid,  instruct  the  r»- 
rident  Bristow  to  show  every  ostensible  and 
ostamal  mark  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  in  or- 
4m  to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the 
■oirer  ot  ertrj  act  necessary  for  the  advanc- 
ing of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discharge  of 
hia  debts  to  the  company,  declaring,  *'  that 
ikey  never  could  be  effected  while  the  minis- 
tor  retained  that  ascendancy  over  him,  which 
boat  present  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer 
and  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  afiect- 
iig  to  be  the  mediator  of  his  rights  against  the 
daims  of  our  government.*'  And  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  further  well  know,  that  there  was  no 
wnj  of  ascertaining  the  payment  of  the  assign- 
■oot  for  the  nabob's  household,  either  for  the 

riral  purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to 
particniar  objocU  to  which  they  ought  to 
W  applied,  without  regular  offices  of  receipt 


and  of  account,  which  might  prevent  the  said 
minister  Hydor  Beg  KhAn,  or  the  British 
resident,  or  any  other,  from  embeazling  or 
misapplying  the  same.  But  the  total  want 
of  offices  aforesaid  in  every  department  of 
government  did  furnish  occasion  of  conceal- 
ing all  frauds,  clandestine  presents,  or  pen- 
sions to  a  governour-general,  commander-in- 
chief,  or  other  servant  of  the  company. 

LXn.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  did  pretend  so  deep  a  concern  for  the  in* 
dignities  supposed  to  be  suffered  by  the  nabob, 
merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  un- 
necessary expenses  relative  to  his  kitcheni 
domestics,  &c.  did  show  no  attention  or  coos- 
passion  to  the  said  nabob,  when,  in  the  year 
]  779,  the  said  nabob  represented  that  the  pen- 
sions of  his  old  servants  for  thirty  years,  the  ex- 
penses of  his  fiunily  and  kitchen,  together  with 
the  jaghu^s  of  his  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and  dependants, 
given  for  their  support,  were  not  rtgtdaied, 
but  ttopped. 

LXUI.— That  the  other  articles  of  regu- 
lation, namely,  the  reform  of  the  troops  in 
number  and  in  arrangement,  the  appointment 
of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues,  and  the 
general  constitution  of  officers  for  the  execu- 
tive administration,  were  in  like  manner  to- 
tally defeated  by  the  said  Hyder  Beg  KhAn. 
And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive  a  charge 
from  him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  repre- 
senting the  endeavours  of  the  resident  to  act 
in  the  regulations  aforesaid  agreeably  to  the 
spirit  of  his  instructions,  and  in  confidence 
of  the  powers  vested  in,  and  the  respon- 
sibility imposed  upon  him,  the  said  resident, 
as  usurpations  of  the  authority  and  pre- 
rogative of  the  nabob ;  and  he,  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  make  criminal  charges  thereon 
against  the  said  resident  Bristow,  of  which 
barges  the  council  board  did,  on  hearing  the 
same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow, 
fully  acquit  him. 

LXIV.— That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abeW 
ting  Hyder  Beg  Khikn,  a  person  described  by 
him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  opposition  to  all  the 
plans  of  necessary  reformation  proposed  by 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  and  having  sug- 
gested no  other  whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
answer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had  stipu- 
lated in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  the  interfe- 
rence oi  the  resident  in  every  branch  of  tbo 
nabob's  government,  did  thereby  frustrat# 
every  one  of  tlie  good  ends  proposed  by  bin 
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in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  did  grossly  his  secret  agent  Palmer,  did  pretend,  and  po«i« 

abuse  his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbitant  pow-  tively  assert,  that  they  had  no  share  in  the 

ers  before  recited,  and   assertmg    them    to  letters  aforesaid  firom  the  nabob's  and   hit 

exist  in  the  British  resident,  without  suffer-  minister,  there  was  an  original  note  to  tha 

ing  them,  even  in  appearance,  to  answer  any  nabob's  letters  of  accusation,  referring  to  dis* 

of  the  proper  ami  justifiable  ends,  for  which  tinct  parts  and  specified  numbers  of  the  agent 

any  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  exist  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  with  the  saitf 

in  any  goremment.  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  said  letter,  with 

the  said  reference,  was,  through  inadrerteocti 

LXV. — That  there  is  just  ground  to  vio-  laid  before  the  board, 
lently  presume,  that  not  only  the  letters  in 

the  name  of  the  nabob  aforesaid  were  dictated  LXVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
to  him  by  his  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khftn,  in  having  thrown  the  government  of  Oude  into 
whose  hands  the  said  Hastings  has  described  great  confusion  and  distress,  and  thereby  pre* 
his  master  to  be  "  a  mere  cypher,"  Ice.  but  vented  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  or  pretend* 
which  Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  instrument  ed  debt,  to  the  company,  did  by  all  the  said 
of  the  said  Hastings;  but  that  the  conduct  and  intrigues,  machinations,  and  charges,  aim  at 
letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  the  filling  the  said  office  of  resident  at  Oude 
were,  in  effect  and  substance  prescribed  and  with  his  own  dependants,  or  by  himself  p«w 
dictated  to  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  sonally,  as  it  appears,  that  he  did  first  pro- 
ings,  or  his  secret  agent,  Palmer,  by  his  direc-  pose  to  place  in  the  said  office  his  secret 
tion ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  agent,  Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  be 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  solely  supported  was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  he  did  pro- 
by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  who,  according  to  pose  nominally  to  abolish  the  said  office,  but 
the  state  of  favour  or  displeasure  in  which  he  in  effect  to  fill  it  by  himself;  proposing  to  the 
stood,  hath  frequently  promised  him  sup-  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible 
port,  or  threatened  him  with  dismission  and  (but  not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the 
punishment;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  company's  debt  within  a  certain  given  time,  if 
thought  that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  he  were  permitted  and  commissioned  by  the 
as  to  oppose  the  company's  resident,  acting  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  province  ; 
tmder  the  instructions  of  Uie  govemour-gene-  and  did  inform  them,  that  he  was  privatelj 
ral  and  council,  and  to  accuse  him  with  so  well  assured  that  in  a  few  days  he  should  re- 
much  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  different  ceive  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  and  he  did 
from  the  usual  style  of  supplication  on  all  state  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had  stated  as  a 
other  occasions  employed  by  that  court,  if  he  reason  for  his  former  delegation)  *'  that  the 
had  not  been  previously  well  assured  that  his  state  of  the  counh'y  was  so  disordered  in  its  ' 
writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing  to  revenue  and  administration,  and  the  credit 
the  person  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  and  influence  of  the  nabob  himself  so  much 
his  power,  his  fortune,  and  perhaps  for  hit  shook  by  the  late  uaurpation  of  his  authority, 
life.  Secondly,  because,  when  it  suited  the  and  the  contests  which  attended  it,  as  to  re- 
purposes  of  the  said  Hastings,  on  a  former  quire  the  accession  of  an  extraneous  aid  to 
occasion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  remove  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate  the  con* 
the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  from  his  office,  stitution  of  his  government ;"  althou^  be  the 
a  letter  from  the  nabob  was  laid  before  the  said  Hastings  did  for  a  long  time  b^re  attri- 
council  board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  bute  the  weakness  of  his  government  to  an 
order  to  prevent  the  effects  of  the  said  Bris-  extraneous  interference.  And  the  said  coim- 
tow's  application  to  Europe  for  redress,  the  cil,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid,  did  oonsent 
said  Hastings  should  send  him  draughts  of  thereto;  and  he  did  accordingly  receive  a 
letters,  which  he,  the  said  nabob,  would  write  commission,  enabling  him  to  act  in  the  affaira 
in  his  own  name  and  character  to  the  king,  of  Oude,  not  only  as  the  resident  might  have 
to  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to  the  court  of  done,  but  as  largely  as  the  council-general 
directors,  expressing  himself,  in  the  letter  might  legally  delegate  their  own  powers, 
aforesaid,  in  the  words  following :  viz.  "  to 

prevent  his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,        LXVII. — That   the  said  Warren  Halt* 

send  me,  if  you  think  proper,  the  draughts  of  ings,  in  accepting  the  said*  commission,  did 

letters,  which  /  may  write  to  the  king,  the  subject  his  character,  and  the  reputation  of  hit 

vizier,  and    the    chieft    of  the    company."  office,  to  great  imputations  and  suspicions  fay 

Thirdly,  that  though  the  said  Hastings,  and  taking  upon  himself  an  inforiour  office,  out  w 
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wiioli  anolber  iMd  upon  hii  intriguw  been  re-  in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aamilt 

■oved  bj  4  perpetual  obetruction,  which  rea>  [coUectora]   dandeatindy  rtierved  for   thmr 

dwed  it  impoiaible  for  him  to  perform  his  du-  own  km,  were  of  course  exhausted,  in  which 

ty,  or  to  c^y  his  instructions  ;  and  he  did  state  no  person  would  accept  of  the  charge  of 

iKreaM  the  said  grounded  suspicions  by  ex-  the  collections  on  a  poaitive  engagement,  nor 

Mcising  that  offi<^  in  a  government,  from  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  10th  of  luly."— And 

whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himself  re-  in  another  letter,  dated  from  Benares,  the  Ist 

oeived  an  unlawful  gifl  and  present  from  the  of  October  following,  ho  repeats  the  same  ac- 

■mistcrs,  and  in  which  he  had  notoriously  counts ;  and  that  the  **  country  could  not  bear 

suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  di-  fbrther  additions  of  expense ;  that  it  had  no 

MCted  some  acts  of  peculation,  by  granting  inleta  of  tratU  to  supply  the  issues,  that  were 

nrioos  pensions  and  emoluments,  to  the  pre-  made  from  it  f  [(he  exceptions  suted  there 

jndice  of  the  revenue  of  a  distressed  country,  being  inconsiderable]  *'  therefore  every  rupoOf 

which  he  was  not  authorised  to  grant.  whidi  is  drawn  into  your  treasury  [the  com- 
pany's] from  its  circulation,  will  accelerate 

LXVIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  the  period  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to 

rngt  did  proceed  unto  the  said  province  of  Oude  p«^  even  the  atipulated  eubtidy."    Notwitb- 

colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  standing  this  state  of  the  country,  of  which  he 


disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  was  well  apprized  before  he  left  Calcutta, 
•od  for  the  recovery  of  tlie  company's  pretend-  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince 
•d  debt.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  baring  been  frequently  but  in  vain  represent- 
wbo  had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  company's  ed  to  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbear 
rasident  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  court  his  oppressive  exactions,  he  did,  in  order  to 
ef  directors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did,  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for  permit- 
■otwithstanding,  of  his  own  choice  and  selec-  ting  him  to  recall  the  company's  resident,  and 
ties,  and  on  his  own  mere  authority,  take  to  exercise  the  whole  powers  of  the  company 
with  him  in  his  progress  a  large  retinue,  "and  in  his  own  person  without  any  check  what- 
a  auoaerous  society  of  English  gentlemen,  to  soever,  or  witness  of  his  proceedings,  ex- 
eompose  hii  family,"  which  he  represents  as  cept  the  persons  of  his  own  private  choice, 
Mcessary;  although  in  a  letter  from  that  make  the  express  and  positive  engagement 
very  plaice,  to  which  he  took  that  very  nu-  aforesaid,  which,  if  understood  of  a  real  anc 
merous  society,  he  informs  tlie  court  of  di-  substantial  discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  ol 
/ectors,  *'  that  his  own  consequence,  and  that  the  total  of  the  company's  finances,  was  grosa- 
ef  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  ly  fallacious ;  because,  at  the  very  time,  he 
of  show ;"  and  afler  his  arrival  there,  ho,  the  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
•aid  Warren  Hastings,  did  write  from  Luck-  then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of 
■Dw,  the  capital  of  that  province,  a  letter  Oude  (which  are  in  effect  the  company's  reve- 
dated  the  dOth  of  April,  1784,  to  the  court  of  nues,  and  the  company's  country)  the  debt,  or 
directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted  to  b« 
the  following  purport  or  tenour,  and  which  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  there- 
be  points  out  to  the  directors  "  to  be  circum-  abouts,  could  not  be  paid  without  contracting 
•Canees  of  no  trivial  information,"  namely,  another  debt,  at  an  usurious  interest,  without 
'*  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands  in  that  pro-  encroaching  on  the  necessary  establishments, 
viaee,  as  well  as  in  some  parts  more  immedi-  or  on  private  property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the 
ately  under  the  company,  have  suflTered  in  a  army,  or  without  grievous  oppression  of  the 
grievous  manner,  being  completely  exhausted  country,  or  all  these  altogether.  And  it  doth 
ef  their  natural  moisture  by  the  total  failure  appear,  that  one  hundred  thousand  pound* 
cf  one  entire  season  of  the  periodical  rains,**  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts  was  bor* 
with  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  produced  rowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  nabob's  agent  there, 
oaly  <*  by  the  uncommon  labour  of  the  bus-  but  at  what  interest  is  not  known.  It  ap- 
buidraan.'*  And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Who-  pears  also,  that  other  sums  were  borrowed  for 
ler.  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  counciUgene-  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  which  40,00(M.  ster- 
ral,  from  Benares,  the  20th  of  September,  ling  appears  in  the  company's  claims  for  the 
1764,  be  says  that  "  the  pubUe  revemue  had  current  year,  and  that  various  deductions  were 
ileclined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  m  made  firom  the  jaghires  restored  to  the  be> 
dree  tucceuive  yeare ;  and  all  the  stores  of  gums,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  nabob's 
grain,  which  the  jfovidence  of  the  husband'  fiunily ;  and  it  did  and  doth  appear,  that  tn 
■■B  (aa  be  was  informed  was  their  custov  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and  new  brifad«, 


218  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

but  whether  the  itme  be  growing  or  not,  doth  useful  or  responiible  luperfartendenoe  ia  dM 
not  appear ;  yet  he  hath  not  hesitated  to  assert,  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  nabob^s  govern- 
that  he  had  *^  provided  for  the  complete  dis-  ment ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unpartici- 
charge  in  one  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  paled,  and  entire  administration,  with  all  the 
the  aeeumulation  of  memy,  and  from  a  coun-  powers  annexed  to  the  government,  on  the 
try,  whose  resources  have  been  wasted  and  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n,  to  whom  he  prt» 
dissipated  by  three  successive  years  of  drought  vailed  on  the  nabob  vizier  to  commit  the  entire 
and  one  of  anarchy."  But  the  said  Hastings  charge  of  his  revenues,  although  he  knew  that 
never  did  even  realize  the  payments  to  be  his  roaster  was  a  cypher  in  his  hands ;  that  be 
made  in  the  first  year  (as  he  confesses  in  the  "  had  affixed  his  smI  to  letters  written  withoni 
said  letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  his  knowledge,  and  such  as  evidently  tendeil 
second  ;  and  though  he  states  in  his  letter  to  promote  Hyder  Beg  Khdn*s  influence  and 
aforesaid  the  following  (acts  and  engage-  interest ;"  that  his  said  master  did  not  coiMi- 
ments,  that  is  to  say,  '*  that  a  recovery  of  so  der  him  as  a  minister  of  his  choice,  but  as  an 
large  a  part  of  your  property  [the  coropa-  instrument  of  his  degradation ;  that  "  he  exists 
ny's]  will  afford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  as  a  minister  by  his  dependence  on  the  Cal- 
relief  to  the  necessities  of  your  government,  cutta  government,  and  that  the  nabob  himself 
and  enable  it  (for  such  is  my  confident  hope)  had  no  other  opinion  of  him ;  that  it  is  by  its 
to  begin  on  tAe  reduction  of  your  debt  at  inte^  declared  and  most  obvwus  support  i^one  that 
ret  before  the  conclusion  this  year  (I  mean  he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  influence." 
the  year  of  this  computation.)"  Whereas  And  in  his  instructions  to  his  secret  agent, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  apply  the  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May,  1782,  to 
whole  produce  of  the  revenue  to  the  mere  pay  ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jealousy  with 
of  some  part  of  the  British  army  in  Oude ;  regard  to  British  interference,  be  did  instruct 
and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  him  "  that  much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be 
that  he  had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  required  in  your  declarations  on  this  subject, 
to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any  other  place  (except  lest  they  should  be  construed  to  extend  to  an 
the  fil\y  thousand  pounds  taken  from  Almas  immediate  change  in  the  administration  of  hie 
Ali  Khikn,  and  said  to  be  remitted  to  Sural)  affairs  or  the  instruments  of  it.  Their  per- 
fbr  the  said  "  substantial  relief"  in  cons#>  sons  must  be  considered  as  eaeredy  while  they 
quence  of  the  said  pretended  "  recovery  of  act  with  the  participation  of  our  in/htenee.** 
property,"  admitting,  that  it  had  been  sug-  This  distinction  the  nabob  untUrttanda ;  nor 
gesled  to  him  and  not  by  him  denied,  that  he  will  it  be  either  necessary  or  proper  to  allude 
had  "  disappointed  the  popular  expectation  to  it,  unless  he  himself  should  firvt  introduce 
by  not  adopting  the  policy,  which  he  had  on  the  subject.**  And  the  said  Hastings  did  as- 
the  conception  of  better  grounds^  rejected ;  sume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order, 
nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest  to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions  on  which  he 
ddbt "  at  the  time  staled,  nor  at  any  time ;  is  to  hold  his  place,  to  threaten  him  with  scm- 
but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing  the  state  of  linies  into  his  conduct,  with  dismission,  with 
the  country  from  whence  the  resources  afore-  punishment ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  falsehood 
said  were  by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditat-  and  duplicity  ;  and  that  he  had  made  his  mas- 
ed  deceit  and  imposition  on  the  board  of  coun-  ter  assert  what  was  true  to  be  false ;  that  he 
oil,  his  colleagues,  and  on  the  court  of  direct-  suspected  he  had  withheld  from  his  master  what 
ors,  his  masters.  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that  the  event  of 

his  having  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  entrust  him 
LXIX.— That  no  traces  of  regulation  ap-  as  aforesaid  was,  according  to  his,  the  said 
pear  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings*s  own  letter,  written  to  the  said  Hyder 
Hastings  during  his  residence  at  Lucknow  in  Beg  Kh&n  himself,  "  an  accumulation  of  die- 
conformity  to  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  tress,  debasement,  and  dissatis&etion  to  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  or  of  his  instructions  to  nabob,  and  of  disappointment  and  disgraco  to 
Middleton  and  Bristow,  or  of  the  proposed  ob-  me.  Every  measure,  which  he  had  himself 
jects  of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did,  in  proposed,  and  to  which  he  had  solicited  my 
lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free  the  nabob*s  go-  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give 
vemment  from  the  interference  of  the  com-  thim  cause  of  displeasure ;  there  are  no  oflScert 
pany's  servants,  and  the  usurpation  (as  he  established  by  which  his  affairs  couM  be  re- 
calls it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it  gularly  conducted  ;  mean,  incapable,  and  in- 
to its  proper  tone  and  energy;  whereas  the  digent  men  have  been  appointed  aumils  d 
neasures  he  took  were  such  aa  to  leave  no  the  district,  witlioat  authority,  and  without  tlie 
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Mm  «f  penonal  protection ;  some  of  them  Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  as  the  taid  Hastinga  baa 

kre  been  murdered  by  the  zemindars,  and  admitted,  "  bad  entrusted  (he  greatest  part  of 

thoee  temindars,  instead  of  punishment,  have  his  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  security 

bam  permitted  to  retain  their  zcmindariea  for  his  fidelity."     And  afterwards  the  said 

with  independent  authority  ;    all    the    other  Hastings  charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an 

WBindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion,  and  intention  of  removing  fh>m  the  nabob's  do> 

to  insult  the  authority  of  the  sircar,  without  minions ;  he  states,  '^  as  taking  with  him," 

IB  J  attempt  made  to  suppress  them  ;  and  the  and  tlierefore  being  possessed  of  *'  an  immense 

eorapany's  debt,  instead  of  being  discharged  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlements  and 

by  the  assignments,  and  extraordinary  sources  oppressions,  and  an  army  raised  for  its  pro* 

cf  noaey  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely  tection." 
to  exceed  even  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 

tt  the  time  in  which  the  arrangement  with  his  LXXII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

ttcellency  was  concluded.      The  growOi  of  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  impressed  with  the 

AtBt  eviU  was  early  made  knovm  to  me,  and  evil  character,  dangerous  designs,  and  immo> 

dmr  ^ecU  foreboded  in  the  $ame  order  and  derate  power  of  the  said  Almas  Ali ;  that  he 

Maimer  at  they  have  tince  come  to  pass.    In  did  insert,  among  his  instructions  to  the  resi* 

Mch  a  state  of  calamity  and  disgrace,  I  can  dent  Bristow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous  and 

•o  longer  remain  a  passive  spectator ;  nor  unwarrantable  nature,  in  which  upon  his,  the 

weuU  it   be  becoming  to  conceal  my  senti-  said  Hastings's,  simple  allegation  of  oflTences 

■enis,  or  qualify  the  expression  of  tbem.     I  not  accurately  described  or  specified    with 

sow  plamly  tell  you,  that  you  are  answerable  regard  either  to  the  fact,  the  nature  of  the 

fer  every  misfortune  and  defect  of  the  nabob  offence,  or  the  proof,  he  was  required  to  urge 

vizier's  government.*'    And  aAer  giving  or-  the  nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many 

dars,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of  better  be-  qualifications  in  the  said  instructions,  full  of 

hivioar,  he  adds,  ^'  If  I  am  disappointed,  you  fraud  and  duplicity,  calculated  to  ensnare  the 

will  impose  on  me  the  painful  and  humiliating  said  resident  Bristow,  and  to  throw  upon  him 

necessity  of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  ^he  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 

been  deceived,  and  of  recommending  the  ex-  Almas  Ali  Kh^n,  if  he  should  continue  at 

imination  of  your  conduct  to  his  justice,  both  Urge  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  reject  him, 

tar  the  redress  of  his  own  and  the  company's  the  said  resident,  to  the  shame  and  scandal  of 

grievances,  and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  apprehending  and  putting  to  death  by  means, 

both  in  their  mutual  connexion.    Do  noi  re-  which,  in  the  circumstances,  must  necessarily 

ffy  to  Mc,  that  what  I  have  written  is  from  be  such  as  would  be  construed  into  treachery ; 

the  suggestion  of  your  enemies  ;  nor  imagine  he,  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khiln,  being  from  na- 

that  I  bave  induced  myself  to  write  in  such  ture  and  situation  suspicious  and  watchful, 

plain  and  declaratory  terms,  without  a  clear  and  bcmg  at  that  very  (ime  in  the  collection, 

insight  into  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and  a  or  farmer  of  the  most  important  part  of  the 

ixed  determination  upon  them."  revenues,  with  an  extensive  jurisdiction  an- 
nexed, and  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thousand  of 

LXX.— That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenour  his  own  troops;  and  having  been  recently 

of  the  power  of  the  said  minister,  and  such  accepted  by  the  resident  Middleton  as  security 

Us  character,  as  given  by  the  said  Warren  for  large  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the 

Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  bankers  of  Benares  to  the  use  of  the  East- 

tlM  nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  constantly  India  company  ;  which  orders  ( if  the  said 

support  him  against  the  nabob  his  master,  as  resident  would  or  could  have  executed  them  ) 

well  as  against  the  company's  resident  ;•— the  must  have  raised  a  universal  alarm  among  all 

delivering  over  to  such  person  his  roaster,  his  the  considerable  men  of  the  country  concerned 

fanily,  his  country,  and  the  care  of  the  British  in  the  government,  and  would  have  been  a 

therein,  without  control  or  public  in-  means  of  subverting  the  public  credit  of  the 

n,  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  company  by  the  murder  of  a  person  engaged 

for  very  great  sums  of  money,  that  had  been 

LXXI.— That  the  next  person,  whom  the  advanced  for  their  use. — And  the  said  instru^ 

tmid  Hastings  did  invest  with  power  in  the  tions  are  as  followeth  : 

tmid  country,  was  a  certain  opulent  and  pow-  ^^  If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist 

sHbl  native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  between  them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of 

All  Khin,  closely  connected  with  the  said  the  residency,  it  must,  however  exceptionablsi 

Ilyder  Beg  Kh^ ;  and  to  whom  the  said  be  faithfully  observed ;  but  if  he  has  beeft 
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gniltj  of  tnj  criminal  offence  to  the  nabob,  said  Almai  Ali  Kb&n^s,  fiirmt  of  reTooub,  oi 
hit  master,  for  which  no  immunity  is  proTided  a  great  part  of  them,  shouM  be,  on  the  ezpi* 
in  the  engagement,  or  he  shall  break  any  one  ration  of  his  lease,  taken  out  of  his  huids,  aa 
of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly  en-  being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the  means 
join  you,  and  it  must  be  your  special  care  to  of  a  dangerous  power  in  the  country ;  but  yet 
endeavour,  ei/A«r  6y /ores  or  Mirprue,  to  secure  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only 
hia  person  and  bring  him  to  justice.  By  continue  him  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
bringing  him  to  justice  I  mean,  that  you  urge  revenues,  but  did  give  him  a  new  lease  ther»- 
tbe  nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  ptmisk  him  of  for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  thia 
toiih  dtathj  as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  renovation  and  increase  of  trust  the  said  War- 
others  from  thecommission  of  the  like  crimes;  ren  Hastings  did  not  consent  to  produce  the 
nor  must  you  desist  until  this  is  effected.^I  informer,  ap<m  whose  credit  he  had  made  his 
cannot  prescribe  the  means;  but  to  guard  charge  ofc^ital  crimes  on  the  said  Almas  Ali, 
myself  against  the  obloquy,  to  which  I  may  and  he  directed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call 
be  exposed  by  a  forced  misconstruction  of  this  upon  him  to  make  good  his  charges  ;  but  in- 
order  by  those  which  may  hereafter  be  em-  stead  of  diis,  totally  changing  his  relation  to 
ployed  in  searching  our  records  for  cavils  and  the  said  Almas  Ali,  did  himself  labour  to 
informations  against  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  procure  from  all  pvt  attestations  to  prove  him 
forbid,  and  protect  against  the  use  of  any/rou-  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  oC 
dMent  artifice  or  treachery  to  aecompliih  the  whi^  the  said  Hastings  himself  appears  to 
end  which  I  have  prescribed;  and  as  you  alone  have  been  to  that  time  his  sole  accuser,  as  he 
are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  course  ob-  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate; 
serve  the  greatest  secrecy,  that  it  may  not  but  though  he  did  use  many  end^ivours  to 
transpire ;  but  I  repeat  my  recommendation  of  acquit  Almas  Ali  of  his  intended  flight,  yet 
it,  as  one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  concerning  his  embezzlements  and  oppressions, 
of  your  office."  the  most  important  of  all  charges  relative  to 

that  of  the  revenue  and  collection,  he  the  said 
LXXin. — That  among  the  reasons  as-  Hastings  hath  made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by 
sisned  for  putting  to  deadi  the  said  Almas  which  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully 
AH,  which  the  said  Hastings  did  recommend  guilty  thereof  as  he  had  always  represented 
directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident,  **  as  him  to  be.  But  some  time  after  he  the  said 
one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  of  Warren  Hastings  had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in 
his  office,"  was  in  substance,  "that  by  his  the  year  1784,  he  suggested  to  the  said  Almas 
extensive  trust  with  regard  to  the  revenues  he  Ali  KhAn  the  advanee  to  the  company's  use 
had  been  permitted  to  require  independency ;  a  sumof  money,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand 
that  the  means  thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and  pounds,  or  thereabouts ;  and  the  said  suggest- 
the  effects  thereof  foretold  by  every  person  ed  advance  was  (as  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  government,  ex-  asserts,  no  witness  or  document  of  the  trans* 
cept  those  immediately  interested  in  it :"  and  action  appearing)  "  dieerfully,  and  without 
be,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  hesitation,  complied  with,  considering  it  as  an 
the  said  Almas  Ali  with  embezzlement  of  the  evidence  aeaeonably  offered  for  the  genA-al  re- 
revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people ;  and  futation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  disloyt- 
DOthing  appears  to  disprove  the  same,  but  alty;"^which  practice  of  charging  wealthy 
niodi  to  give  ground  to  a  presumption,  that  persons  with  treason  and  disloyalty,  and  a^ 
the  said  Almas  Ali  did  grievously  abuse  the  terwards  acquitting  them  on  the  payment  of  a 
power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and  col-  sum  of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the 
lector  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppression  honour,  justice,  and  government  of  Great 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which  had  Britain ;  and  the  offence  is  highly  aggravated 
been  rented  to  him  by  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  with  by  the  said  Hastings's  declaration  to  the  court 
dM  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Warren  of  directors,  that  the  charges  against  Almas 
Hastings.  Ali  Kh&n  have  been  too  laboriously  urged 

against  him ;  and  carried  at  one  time  to  such 
LXXrV. — That  the  resident  '^ristow,  an  excess  as  had  nearly  driven  him  to  abaa- 
declining  the  violent  attempt  on  the  life  of  don  his  country  "for  the  pretervoften  9f  Ais 
Almas  Ali,  deceitfiilly  ordered  by  the  said  Kfe  and  honour  f  and  thus  to  give  "  a  colour 
Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  weighty  reasons,  to  the  charges  themselves,"  when  be  the  said 
drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Hastings's  Warren  Hastings  did  well  know,  that  h»  him 
•wn  iostructions,  recommend,  that  his  the    self  did  consider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  i 
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■■  tftieW  in  a  fomud  accusmtioo  agaiiuit  the  LXXYII.— That  it  appean,  by  the  eitrai- 
nndaiit  Middleton,  that  he  did  not  mfonn  him  ordinary  recommendation  aforesaid,  assertad 
tha  aaid  Hastings  of  the  supposed  treasons  of  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  to  be  enforced  by 
Almas  Ali  Kh4n,  and  of  his  design  to  aban-  the  "  obligations  of  justict  and  good  faith^ 
dan  the  country,  when  he  himself  did  moat  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  ol 
laboriously  urge  the  charges  against  him ;  and  writing  the  said  letter,  had  made  an  agre*- 
whan  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  ment  to  withdraw  the  British  interference, 
against  the  life  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  KhAn,  represented  by  him  ^'  as  a  ruinous  and  diare- 
•xoept  by  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,     putable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions  of  the 

nabob  of  Oude.  But  the  instrument  itself  in 
LXXV. — That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  which  the  said  agreement  is  made,  (if  at  all 
ponnda  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  publically  tak-  existing)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said 
ao  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  an  od-  Hastings  transmitted  any  documents  relativa 
•SUM  ibr  the  use  of  the  company,  if  giren  as  to  the  said  treaty,  which  is  a  neglect  highly 
a  consideration,  or  fine,  on  account  of  the  criminal ;  especially  as  he  has  informed  tha 
renewal  for  a  long  term  of  civil  authority  and  company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "  that 
military  command,  and  the  collection  of  the  re-  he  has  promised  the  nabob  that  he  will  not 
Tcnues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same  being  abandon  him  to  the  ehanee  of  any  other  mode 
at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  of  relation  ;  and  most  confidently  given  him 
yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  into-  assurance  of  the  ratification  and  confirmation 
rest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  bo  presumed  of  that,  which  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  as* 
it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground  or  tablished  between  his  government  and  the 
conditioo,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  del»-  company  f  the  said  covlfident  a$turanc«  be- 
gata,  oat  of  all  reach  of  resumption  or  oor-  ing  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced, 
taction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and  enor-  and  made  without  any  sort  of  authority  from 
Moua  profit,  for  so  long  a  term  to  a  known  op-  the  court  of  directors  ;  an  agreement,  preclud- 
preaaour  of  the  country.  ing  on  the  one  hand,  the  operation  of  the 

discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of 
LXXVI. — That  Warren  Hastings  being     their  afiairs,  or,  on  the  other,  subjecting  them 
at  Locknow  in  consequence  of  his  deputa-     to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith, 
tion  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from  that  city,     by  breaking  an  engagement  confidently  made 
dated  SOth  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the     in  their  name,  though  without  their  consent, 
court  of  directors,  "  as  his  loMt  and  ultimate     by  the  first  officer  of  their  government. 
4s{p«,  that  their  wisdom  would  put  a  Jlnal  pe-        That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  precloda 
riod  to  the  ruinoue  and  disreputMe  eyeiem     the  operation  of  such  discretionary  conduct 
of  interference,  whether  ovoioed  or  etcrety  in     in  the  administration  of  this  kingdom,  as  eir* 
tiia  affairs  of  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  and  with-     cumstances  might  call  for,  has  informed  the 
&mw ybr  ever  CAcii^iience  by  which  it  is  main*    directors,  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  to 
tnined ;"  and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their     condition  the  existence  of  the  revenue  itseh 
views  to  the  solo  maintenance  of  the  old  bri-     with  the  exclusion  of  the  company,  his  roaa- 
gnde  stationed  in  Oude  by  virtue  of  the  first     ters,  from  all  interference  whatsoever ;  for  in 
traaty   with  the  reigning  nabob;  expressing     his  letter  to   Mr.  Wheler,  dated   Benarea, 
bimaelf  in  the  following  words  to  the  court  (S*    20ih   September,    1784,  are   the    following 
dirsdors :  "  If  you  transgress  that  line,  yon     words :  "  the  aumils  [collectors]  demanded 
■ay  extend  the  dietribution  of  patronage^  and     that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  their  en- 
mdd  fa  the  fortunee  of  individuaUf  and  to  the     gagements,  that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force 
■omital  riches  of  Great  Britain;  but  your     for  the  complete  term  of  their  leases,  provided 
Man  intarasta  will  suffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin     that  no  foreign  authority  was  exercised  over 
^  a  great  and  once  JUntriehing  neaion  vnU     them ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engage^ 
ke  reearded  ae  the  toork  of  your  adminittra-     mente  vyere  to  cease  whenever  they  nkomtd  be 
Iwa,  with  an  everlasting  reproach  to  the  Br^     interrupted  in  their  functions  by  the  inteifo' 
liaft  naime.    To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join     rence  of  an  English  agent.    This  requisition 
thm  cbUgatione  of  justice  and  g^fcdth^vihieh     was  officially  notified   to  mo  by  the  acting 
cut  ^  every  pretext  for  your  exercising  any     minister,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  by  the 
pmeer  er  authority  in  this  couiUryf  ae  long  as     nabob  vizier,  for  my  previous  consent  to  it  s  I 
the  teforngn  of  it  fulfils  the  engagemenU  he     encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent  to  it** 
hm  artided  wkh  you,**  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been  guil^  of 
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tbo  high  pnwttmption  to  inforai  his  said  mat- 
Usrii  that  he  has  taken  that  course  to  compel 
ihem  not  to  violate  the  assurances  given  by 
him  in  their  name : — ^'  there  is  one  condi- 
tion, [namely,  the  above  condition,]  which 
§s$efUiaUy  &mn$eta  the  confirmation  of  Uu 
MetUemeiU  Untf  wUh  the  interetU  qf  the  con^ 
pony," 

LXXVIII.^Thal  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, who  did  show  an  indecent  distrust  of 
the  company's  laith,  did  endeavour,  before 
that  time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  in- 
structions to  his  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer, 
dated  the  6th  of  May,  of  1782,  to  limit  the 
confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in 
the  following  words  in  the  6th  article :  "  It  is 
very  much  my  desire  to  impress  the  nabob 
with  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  fiuth  and 
justice  of  our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  in 
my  ottm,  while  I  am  at  the  head  of  it :  1  can- 
not be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  others  inde- 
pendent of  me." 

LXXIX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings  did,  in  his  letter,  dated  Benares,  the  1st 
of  October,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors, 
write,  "  that  if  they  [the  directors]  manifested 
no  symptom*  of  an  ^intended  interference,  the 
objects  of  his  engagements  will  be  obtained ; 
%ut  if  a  different  policy  shall  be  adopted ;  if 
new  agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and 
armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  ven- 
geance or  corruption  {for  to  no  other  vriU 
they  be  applied;)  'if  new  demands  are  made 
on  the  nabob  vizier,  ^and  accounts  over* 
charged  on  one  side,  with  a  wide  latitude 
taken  on  the  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond 
the  means  of  payment ;  ^if  political  dangers 
are  portended,  to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of 
burthening  his  country  with  unnecessary  de- 
fences and  enormous  subsidies ;  <^or  if  even 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the 
nabob''*  right* i  your  government  shall  show  but 
a  degree  of  pergonal  Jdndnes*  to  the  partieana 
of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  construc- 
tive indication  of  partiality  and  dissatifac- 
tion  furniih  grounds  for  the  exp^tation  of 
an  approaching  change  of  system ;— I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  will  prove 
abortive.'* 

LXXX. — That  all  the  measures  depre- 
cated in  fiiture  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
with  a  reference  to  former  conduct,  in  his  seve- 
ral Jetters  aforesaid,  being    (sc  far  as  the 


same  are  intelligible)  six  in  number,  havia 
been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts  and  measorea 
of  the  said  Warreo  Hastings  himself;  for  he 
did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did  al^ 
terwards  continue  and  support  that  interfe* 
rence  (which  he  now  informs  the  court  of  di* 
rectors  "  is  ruinous  and  disreputable,"  and 
which  the  very  ^fvqttom*  of  an  intentioH  to 
renew  he  considers  in  the  highest  degree  daiip- 
gerous ;)  he  did  direct,  with  a  controlling  and 
absolute  authority  in  every  department  gov* 
emment,  and  in  every  district  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  nabob  of  Oude. — Secondly,  the 
appointment  of  agents,  which  was  eminently 
the  act  of  his  own  administration;  he  not 
only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of 
Oude,  both  ***eeret  md  avowed^*  but  also 
sending  some  of  them,  in  defiance  to  the  or- 
ders of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
in  his  said  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1784, 
he  assigns  "vengeance  and  corruption''  as 
the  only  motives,  that  can  produce  such  ap- 
pointments.—Thirdly,  that  he  the  said  War* 
ren  Hastings  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  ageote 
and  did  charge  him  upon  pain  of "  a  drea^/vi 
retponnbiUty^^  to  perform  sundry  acts  of 
violence  against  persons  of  the  highest  die* 
tinction,  ami  nearest  relation  to  the  prince ; 
which  acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  "veng-eoncs"  in  the  execution,  and 
which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  of  Mid* 
dleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to 
be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  "  corruption  in 
the  relaxation." — Fourthly,  that  he  did 
raise  new  demands  on  the  vizier,  **  and  over* 
charge  accounts  on  one  side,  and  take  a  wide 
latitude  on  the  other,"  by  sending  up  a  new 
and  before  unheard-of  overcharge  of  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not 
nuide  by  the  resident,  or  admitted  by  tlM 
vizier;  and  by  adding  the  same,  did  swell 
his  debt  "  beyond  the  means  of  payment  ;*' 
and  did  even  insert,  as  the  ninth  artiele 
of  his  charge  against  Middleton,  *'  his  omii* 
ting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  additional 
balance  of  rupees  26,48,571,  stated  by  tbe 
accountant-general  to  be  due  firom  the  virier 
on  the  SOth  of  April,  1780,"  to  which  he  did 
add  fourteen  lacks  more,  making  together  tba 
above  sum. — ^Fifthly,  that  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  assign  "  political  danger "  ia 
his  minute  of  the  13th  of  December,  1779, 
for  burthening  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  *<  with 
unnecessary  defences  and  enormous  subci- 
dies,"  with  regard  to  which  he  then  declaredi 
that  "  it  was  ontr  part,  Kot  A»t  (the  Dabobfli) 
to  judge  and  to  determine."— And  sixthly,  thik 
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oe  did  not  only  show  the  design  but  the  fact  of  Hastings^s]  instructioosi  the  nabob's  part  of 

personal  kindness  to  the  partisans  of  what  be  the  engagement  will  prove  of  still  greater 

here  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  letter,  and  in  benefit   to  him  than  to  our  government,  in 

one  minute  of  consultation,  a  "  late  usurpa-  whose  behalf  it  was  exact^ ;   and  that  the 

tioo,^  ie  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  participation^  which  is  allowed  our  resident 

noat  obnoxious  of   the  instruments  of  the  in   the    inspection  of  the    public    treasure, 

laid  hite  usurpation  (if  such  it  was)  Rich-  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the  company's  de« 

ird   Johnson,  Esquire,  with  an   honourable  mands,  whilst  the  ti\/Iuence  loAtcA  our  govern* 

ind  profitable  embassy  to  the  court  of  the  ment  toiU  ALWAYS  pouest  over  th* publie 

toam.  miniiter  of  the  nabobj  and  authority  of  ma 

own  J  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  securing 

LXXXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  an  attentive  and  faithful  discharge  of  their 


ingi,   therefore,  by  assuming  an  authority,  veral  trusts,  both  towards  the  company  a^ 

which  he  himself  did  consider  as  an  twurpo-  the  vizier." 
tioHf  and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of  that  usurped 

•nthority,  done  in  his  own  proper  person,  LXXXIII.— And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

aixi  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and  pro-  ings  did  not  only  settle  a  plan,  of  which  th« 

eeeding  (though  with  some  mitigation,  for  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  was  a  part, 

^ditcb  one  of  them  was  by  him  censured  and  and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  ther^, 

aocused)  under  his  own  express  and  positive  but  did  also  record,  that  the  same  ^*  was  a 

oidera  and  instructions,  and  thereby  establish-  great  public  measure,  constituted  on  a  large 

lag,  as  he  himself  observed,  «  a  system  of  and  established  system,  and  destructive,  in 

interference,  disreputable  and  ruinous,  which  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and  fortune 

eoold  only  be  subservient  to  promote  patron-  of  many  patronized  individuals ;"  and  in  con* 

ige,  private  interest,  private  embezzlement,  sequence  of  the  said  treaty,  he,  the  said  War^ 

corraption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  de-  ren  Hastings,  did  authorize,  and  positively 

tiiment  of  the  company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  require,  his  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and 

a  once  Bourishing  nation,  and  eternally  re-  control  and  regulate,  all  the  nabob^s  qffiodrB 

proacfaful  to  the  British  name ;"  and  for  the  tohaUoever ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hostingi 

evil  effects  of  which  system, "  as  his  sole  and  having  made  for   the  company,  and   in  its 

ultimate  hope  "  and  remedy,  he  recommends  name,  an  acquisition  of  power  and  authority, 

la  entire  abdication  for  ever,  not  only  of  even  if  it  had  been  abused  by  others,  he  ought 

til  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  in-  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and  brought  tlie 

terference  and  influence  of  Great  Britain ;—  guilty  to  condign  punishment,  instead  of  mak- 

is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  ing  another  treaty  without  thci;  .s^robalion, 

consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not 

LXXXII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  commimicated  to  them ;  by  which  it  appears 

ingt,  in  his  letter  fi'om  Chunar  of  the  29th  of  he  has  annulled  the  former  treaty,  and  the 

Kovember,  1781,  has  represented  that  very  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  company,  at 

ioAoeoce  and   interference  (which  in   three  a  grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from 

poblic  papers  he  denominates  "  a  lale  Miirpo-  the  general  corruption  of  their  service,  ne 

tiea")  as  being  authorized  by  a  regular  treaty  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than  a  formal 

lad  agreement,  voluntarily  made  with  the  renunciationof  their  power  and  influence;  for 

Qabob  himself  at  a  place  caUed  Chunar,  on  the  which  said  actings  and  doings  the  said  Warren 

l9th  of  September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mis* 

Iwth  been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  direct-  demeanour. 

<Qn ,  and  that  three  persons  were  present  at 

the  execution  of  the  same,  two  whereof  were  LXXXIV.— That  the  company's  army 

Biiddleton  and  Johnson,  his  agents,  and  resi-  in  India  is  on  object  requiring  the  most  vigi- 

dents  at  Oude,  the  third,  the  minister  of  the  lant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to  the  h^ 

mbob.     And  he  did    in  his  paper  written  pinessofthe  natives,  the  security  of  the  British 

te  the  council-general  and    transmitted   to  power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and  disci- 

tbe  court  of  directors,  not  only  declare,  that  pline ;  and  does  require  that  inspection  in  pro- 

the  said  interference  was  agreed  to  by  the  portion  as  it  is  removed  firom  the  principal 

■aid  nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  but  seat  of  government;  and  the  number  uiddisiBi- 

^voold  be  highly  beneficial  to  him ;  assuring  pline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the  native  prin- 

the  said  council,  '*  that  if  the  resident  perform-  ces,  along  with  British  troops,  is  also  of  great 

•d  his  doty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  said  moment  and  importance  to  the  same  ends  t 
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that  Warren  Hastingi,  Esquire,  pretending  tiih  troops,  which  bj  trea»y  waa  to  remain, 

to   pursue  the   same,  did,   in  virtue  of  an  had  been  directed,  by  the  instructions  of  tho 

authority  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  said  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  and 

aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to  which  he  to  the  resident  Bristow,  **  not  to  be  employed 

did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience,  that  aU  at  the  requisition  of  the  vizier  otherwise  than 

officers  of  the  nabob's  army  should  be  ap-  through  the  resident ;"  and  the  said  directioo 

pointed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  resident  ;**  was  properly  given,  it  not  being  fit  that  Bri- 

and  supposing  the  case,  that  persons  of  obnox-  tish  troops  should  be  under  the  sole  direction 

ious  description,  or  of  known  disaffection  to  of  foreign  independent  princes  or  of  any  other 

the  British  government  should  be  appointed  than  the  British  government ;  yet,  notwith* 

(of  which  he  left  the  resident  to  bo  the  judge)  standing  the  proper  and  necessary  directioo 

be  did  direct  in  the  following  words  :  "  you  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hath 

are  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  led  the  said  troops,  by  his  new  treaty,  witb- 

and  if  the  vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice,  out  any  local  control,  or  even  inspection,  not^ 

you  are  peremptorily,  and  in  my  nanUf  to  op-  withstanding  his  powers  under  the  treaty  of 

pose  it  as  a  breach  of  hU  agrttmaU  ,*"  and  he  Chunar,  and  hb  own  repeated  orders,  and  noi- 

did  also  direct,  that  the  *'  mootiana  [or  sol-  withstanding  the  mischiefii  and  dangers  which 

diers  employed  for  the  collection  of  revenue]  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  foresee  would 

should  be  reformed,  and  reduced  into  one  corps  result  therefrom,  if  left  under  the  sole  direo- 

fbr  the  whole  service :  and  that  no  infantiy  tion  of  the  nabob,  and  their  own  discretion, 

should  be  lefl  in  the  nabob's  service  but  what  the    said   Hastings    having  stipulated  with 
may  be  necessary  for  his  body  guard ;"— and     the  said  nabob  not  to  exercise  any  authority, 
be  did  further  order  and  direct  as  follows :     or  even  influence  secret  or  avowed,  within 
'*  that  in  quelling  disturbances  the  commander     his  dominions, 
of  the  forces  should  assist  you  [the  said  resi- 
dent] on  the  requisition  of  the  vizier,  oommu-        LXXXVI.^That  the  crime  of  the  said 


nicated  through  you  to  him  [the  said  com-  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  thus  to  i 

mandcr]  or  at  your  own  single  application.  It  don  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion  of 

is  directed,  thait  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  the  nabob  of  Oudc,  is  exceedingly  aggravated 

immediate  protection  ^  your  office  and  per-  by  the  description  given  by  him  severally  of 

son  at  Lucknow  shall  be  relieved  every  threo  the  said  nabob  of  Oude,  sAd  of  the  British 

months,  and  during  its  slay  there  shall  act  army  stationed  for  the  defence  of  his  domin- 

iolely  and  exclusively  under  your  orders."  ions ;  in  his  letters  to  the  court  of  directors, 

And  it  appears,  in  the  course  of  the  compa-  and  in  his  minutes  of  consultation,  and  par- 

ny's  correspondence,  that  the  country  troops,  ticularly  in  his  letter  of 

under  the  nabob's  sole  direction,  would  be  ill-  immediately  on  the  accession  c£  the  nabob, 

disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse ;  he  did  inform  the  said  court,  "  that  the  nabob 

and  therefore  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  had  not,  by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the 

order,  that  "  no  infantry  should  be  kept  in  head  or  heart  which  fitted  him  for  that  office, 

his  service ;"  yet  it  appears  that  the  said  War-  though  there  was  no  dispute  concerning  bis 

ren  Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement  for  a  right  to  succeed  ;"  and  some  years  afterwdt« 

body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  con-  when  his  accounts  must  have  been  readsrad 

trol  or  inspection  of  the  British  government,  more  certain,  he  did,  in  his  minute  of  consulo 

and  left  a  written  order  in  the  hands  of  Major  tation,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  (regu* 

Palmer  (one  of  Au  agents,  who  had  been  c(m-  larly  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors) 

tinued   there,  though  the  company  was  not  upon  a  discussion  for  withdrawing  oerlain 

permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be  transmitted  to  troops,  kept  up  in  the  nabob's  country  without 

Colonel  Cumming,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  his  consent,  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hast* 

(brce  shall  be  provided  .for  the  defence  olf  the  ings,  strongly  urge  as  follows,  '*  the 


nabob's   frontier  by  detachments    from   the  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  force  which 

nabob's  own   battalions;    the  said  Colonel  we  possess  in  the  country;  that  tne  diaor- 

Cumming's  forces,  whom  the  others  were  to  ders  of  his  state  [the  nabob  of  Oude's  stata] 

supersede  and  replace,  consisting  wholly  of  and  dissipation  of    his    revenues   are    the 

in^try,  and  which,  beins  intended  for  the  efl*ects  of  his  own  conduct,  which  has  failed, 

same  se'^ice,  were  probably  of  the  the  same  not  so  much  fi-om  the  usual  effects  of 


constitution.  pocUy,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he  baa 

made  of  the  ministers  of  his  power,  and  die 
LXXXY .—That  the  old  brigade  of  Bri-    participatioa  of  his  oonfidenoe.    I  forbear  ti» 
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npatUte  further  on  bia  character ;  it  ia  auffi-  resident  a  control  in  the  nomination  of  th« 

ttent,  that  I  am  understood  by  the  members  officers  of  his  army,  has  asserted,  "  that  the 

•f  this  board,  who  must  know  the  truth  of  my  necessity  of  the  reservation  arose  from  a  too 

tllnsioiu.    Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of  the  well  known  defect  in  the  nabob's  character ; 

boafdj  surely  was  not  aware  of  the  injury  he  if  this  c/udt  be  withdrawn,  and  the  choioo 

4id  Me  [Warren  Hastings]  by  attributing  to  led  absolutely  to  the  nabob,  the  first  com- 

the  spirit  of  party  the  character  I  gave  Asuph  mands  in  his  army  will  be  filled  with  the  most 

al  Dowla  [the  nabob  of  Oude ;]  he  himself  worthless  and  abandoned  of  his  subjects ;  hii 

kaows  Uto  b€  true ;  and  itiioru  of  thote  no-  late  commander-in-chief  is  a  signal  and  scan- 

tmeiin  which  supersede  the  neeeuity  of  emy  dalous  instance  of  this." 
fncknce.     /  was  forced  to  the  allusion  I  made 

kjf  the  imputation  cast  on  this  government^  as  LXXXVIII. — And    the    said    Warren 

kming  caused  the  evils  which  prevail  in  tht  Hastings,  in  his*letter  to  the  court  of  directors, 

gwentmeiU  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  which  I  dated   Benares    the  15th  of  October,    1784, 

esuld  only  answer  by  ascribing  them  to  their  even  afler  he  had  made  the  aforesaid  renun- 

true  cause,  the  character  and  conduct  of  th§  ciation  of  the  company's  authority  and  influ- 

im6o6  of  Oude."    And  the  resident  (appoint-  ence  to  the  nabob,  did  write,  "  that  the  na- 

•d  by  the  said  Hastings  against  the  orders  of  bob,  though  most  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 

the  court  of  directors)  as  his  particular  con6-  endued  with  an  understanding  much  above  the 

dantial   representative,  one  whom   the  said  common  level,  has  been  unfortunately  bred 

nabob  did  himself  request  might  be  continued  i^  in  habits  that  draw  his  attention  too  much 

with  him,  by  an  engagement  in  writing  for  finmn  his  own  affairs,  and  oflcn  subject  him 

•esr,  did  some  time  before,  that  is  on  the  8d  to  the  guidance  of  insidious  and  untoorthy 

of  January,  1779,  assure  the  said  Hastings  eoi{fidants ;^*  which,  though  more    decently 

and  the  council-general,  "that  such  is  his  expressed  with  regard  to  the  nabob  than  in 

excellency's    [the  nabob  of  Oude's  disposi-  his  former  minutes,  substantially  agrees  with 

tioQ,  and  so  entirely  has  he  lost  the  confi-  them.    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  in- 

denoe  and  affections  of  his  subjects,  that  un-  form    the  court  of  directors,  after  he  had 

IsM  some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him,  which  solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  com- 

would  effectually  secure  those  who  live  under  pany's  influence  on  the  assurances  and  pro- 

ibe  protection  of  his  government,  from  vio-  mises  of  a  person  so  by  himself  described, 

lenoe  and  oppression,  I  am  but  too  well  con-  that  for  reasons  grounded  on  his  knowledge 

vinced  that  no  man  of  reputation  or  property  of  the  imbecility  of  the  character  of  the 

will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."    And  nabob,  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  "  that 

that  the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  he  might  be  at  band  to  counteract  any  attempt 

of  oppression  and  rapine,  "  out  of  many  of  to  defeat   the  efiect  of  his  proceedings   at 

Ibe  nii>ob's,  which  has  caused  a  total  disaffec-  Lucknow ;"  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler 

tioo  and  want  of  confidence  among  his  sub-  from  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  fol- 

jsets;  be  hoped  the  board  would  take  it  into  lowing  words;  "I  am  still  near  enough  to 

their  humane  consideration,  and  interpose  their  attend  to  the  first  effects  of  the  execution, 

i^/lmenee,  and  prevent  an  act  which  wouU  and  to  interfere  with  my  influence  for  the  re- 

iaevitably  bring  disgrace  upon  himself,  and  a  moval  of  any  obstructions  to  which  they  are 

proportionable  degree  of  discredit  on  the  na-  or  may  be  liable."    He  therefore  found  that 

tional  character  of  the  English  which  I  con-  there  was  none,  or  but  an  insufflcient  securi- 

•ider  to  be  more  or  less  concerned  in  every  ty  to  the  effect  of  his  treaty,  but  in  his  own 

act  of  his  administration."  direct  personal  violation  of  it.    What  other- 
wise was  wanting  in  the  security  for  the  na- 

LXXXVil. — That    no    exception   was  bob's  engagements  was  to  be  supplied  as  foU 

ever  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  lows ;  "  the  most  respectable  persons  of  his 

the  truth  of  these  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every 

the  observation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  other,  which  may  tend  to  warp  him  from  it : 

did  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors.    And  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  such  aseietanee 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  was  wantingJ**    And  in  another  letter,  "  that 

Cbonar,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  he  had  equal  ground  to  expect  every  degree 

(peaking  of  the  restraints  which  had  been  put  of  support,  which  could  be  given  it  by  tb« 

^  him  the  said  Hastings  on  the  nabob,  rel».  Jhst  characters  of  hi*  family,  who  are  warmly 

tive  to  his  own  mootiana,  or  forces  for  colleo-  and  zealously  interested  in  it :"  the  principd 

Uon  and  police,  the  necessity  of  giving  the  male  character  of  the  family,  and  of  the  most 
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influence  in  that  family,  being  Solar  Jung,  From  which  representation  (i^  the  said  Wat- 
uncle  to  the  nabob ;  and  the  first  female  cha-  ren  Hastings  did  not  falsely  and  unjustly  •&■ 
racters  of  the  family  being  the  mother  and  cuse  and  slander  the  company '«  <enice)itap- 
grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  peared,  that  the  peculation  whicl:  miected  th» 
whom,  male  and  female,  he,  the  said  Warren  whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint  which  il 
Hastings,  in  sundry  letters  of  his  own,  in  the  had  in  Oude,  and  so  fatal  to  the  discipline  ol 
transmission  of  various  official  documents,  the  troops,  would  be  dangerously  increased  by 
and  even  in  affidavits  studiously  collected,  bis  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid  with  the  na- 
and  swom  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  bob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  Um 
his  short  residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  court  of  directors 
did  himself  represent  as  persons  entirely  dis- 
affected to  the  English  power  in  India,  as  LXXXIX. — That  it  appears,  that  after 
having  been  principal  promoters,  if  not  origi-  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had,  on  grounds  so 
nal  contrivers,  of  a  general  rebellion  and  disgraceful  to  the  Briti^  nation  and  govern- 
revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  ment,  agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  British  in- 
nation  ;  and  as  such,  hp,  the  said  Warren  fluence  and  interference  from  the  government 
Hastings,  did  compel  the  nabob  reluctanly  to  of  Oude,  on  account  of  the  disorders  in  tbt 
take  fi'om  them  their  landed  estates ;  and  yet  said  government,  solely  produced  by  his  own 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  had  the  pre-  criminal  acts  and  criminal  connivances,  thai 
sumption  to  attempt  to  impose  on  the  East-  he  did  ovo'tum  his  own  settlement  as  soon . 
India  company,  by  pretending  to  place  his  re-  as  he  bad  made  it ;  and  did,  afler  ho  had 
lianco  on  Uiose  three  persons  for  a  settlement  abolished  the  company^s  residency  as  a  grie- 
iavourable  to  the  company's  interests,  on  his  vance,  wholly  violate  his  own  solemn  agree- 
renunciation  of  all  their  power,  authority,  ment;  for  he  did,  for  bis  private  purposes, 
and  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their  army  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent.  Major 
to  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  discretion  of  a  Palmer,  a  number  of  officers  sud  pensioners, 
stranger,  meriting  in  his  opinion  the  descrip-  at  a  charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country 
tion  given  by  him  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  by  greatly  exceeding  that  of  (he  establishment 
him  frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  in-  under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  be  did  represent  as 
capable  of  supporting  his  own  power  without  frightfully  emormous,  and  which  he  pretended 
the  aid  of  the  forces  of  the  company.  And  to  remove;  the  former  amounting  to  11 2,950/., 
the  offence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  latter  only  to  64,202i. 
abandoning  a  considerable  part  of  the  British 

army  in  Uie  manner  aforesaid,  is  much  in-  XC. — That  his  own  secret  agent,  Ma]or 

creased  by  the  description  which  he  has  him-  Palmer,  did  receive  a  salary  or  allowance 

self  given  of  the  state  of  the  said  army,  and  equal  to  22,800/.  a  year  out  of  the  distressed 

particularly  of  that  part  thereof  which  is  sta-  province  of  Oude ;  and  this  the  said  Palmer 

tioned  in   the  nabob  of  Oude's  dominions,  did  declare  not  to  be  more  than  he  absohilely 

For  he  did  himself,  on  the  29th  of  November,  did,  really  and  hon&  fide  spend ;  and  thai  1m 

1781,  transmit  the  information  following,  on  had  retrenched  considerably  "  in  some  of  the 

that  subject,  to  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  articles,  since  the  expense  has  been  borne  \ij 

*'  that  the  remote  stations  of  those  troops,  the  vizier,  and  in  every  particular  be  made  as 

placing  the  commanding  oflicers  beyond  the  little  parade  and  appearance  as  his  station 

notice  and  control  of  the  board  [the  council-  would  admit,"  his  station  being  that  of  the 

general  at  Calcutta,  afforded  too  much  oppor-  said  Warren  Hasting's  private  agent.    But  if 

tunity   and    temptation    for    unwarrantable  the  said  large  salary  must  be  considered  as 

emolument*,  and  excited  the  eorUagion  ofpecu*  merely  equal  to  the  expenses,  large  secret 

huion   and    rapacity  throughout   the   whole  emoluments  must  be  presumed  to  attend  it 

army  ,*    a    most    remarkable    instance,    and  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  te 

uncontrovertible  proof  of  the  prevalence  of  the  holder  thereof.     That  the  said  P  Jmer  die 


this    spirit,  has    been   seen    in   the  court-  apply  to  the  board  at  Calcutta  for  a 

martial  upon  Captain  Erskine,  wbero  tho  authority  to  continue  the  same  establishments, 

court,  composed  of  officers  of  raiik  and  re-  he  conceiving  their  c(Hitinuance  **  aftbf  lbs 

spectable  characters,  unaiimously  and  hon-  period  of  the  govemour-gooeral's  departure. 

Durably  {most  honourably,)  upon  an  acknow-  depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  aatf 

ledged  fact,  acquitted  him,  which  in  times  of  not  upon  the  authority  of  the  rovemout'gem' 

stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed  ro/,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they  were  •*- 

a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment."  tabliehed  or  confirmed?^ 
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XCI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ancei  to  receive  from  the  vizier ;  they  amounc 

fai  order  to  ruin  the  resident  Bristow,  and  to  to  sicca  rupees   15,554  per  month,  and  he 

juitify  himself  for  his  former  proceedings  re-  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  20th  of 

ipecting  him,  did  bring  before  the  board  a  August,  1782.     The  govemour  has  directed 

new  charge  against  him  for  having  paid  a  me  to  write  to  you,  to  request  you  to  receive 

iirge  establishment  of  offices  and  pensions  to  what   is  due  from  the  vizier  from  the  20th 

(he  company's  servants  from  the  revenues  of  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  sicca 

(bde;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making  his  rupees  15,554  per  month,  and  send  me  a  bill 

defence    against    the  charge  aforesaid,  did  for  the  amount,  the  receipt  of  which  I  will 

plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the  allowances  acknowledge  in  the  capacity  of  Sir  Eyre 

OQ  his  list  established  before  his  last  appoint-  Coote's  attorney ;  and  the  govemour  desires 

MDt  to  the  residency ;  that  they  liad  grown  that  you  will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre 

to  that  excess  in  the  interval  between  his  first  Coote's  field-allowances  at  the  same  rate,  and 

rsmoval  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 
Us  re-appointment ;  and  having  adduced  ma-  (Signed)        '^Charles  Croftes." 


•7  reasons  to  mako  it  highly  probable  that  *<  Calcutta^  January  25, 1783." 
dbtMid  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  acquaint- 

•d  with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the  expensive  XCIIl. — That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid 

•itablishments,  which  he,  the  said  Bristow,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  said  field-allowances 

liiBplj  had  paid,  but  not  imposed,  he  did  al-  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  which 

lege,  bceides  the  official  assurances  of  his  pre-  the  said  allowances  were  charged,  but  in  the 

deoessour  Middleton,  certain  facts,  as  amount-  Carnalic. 
iag  to  a  direct  proof  that  the  governour-gene- 

rml,  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the  XCIV. — That  from  the  declaration  of  the 
vizier's  granting  large  salaries  to  more  than  said  Hastings  himself,  that  it  was  the  con- 
one  European  gentleman;  and  the  first  in-  victionof  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper,  that 
«taDce  was  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  could  alone  o6/i^e  and  compel  him  to  oc^oto- 
exclusive  of  his  pay  from  the  company,  which  ledge  certain  of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and 
«as  1,440^.  a  year,  claimed  from  the  vizier,  that  nothing  but  the  neeeisUy  of  self-defence 
with  Mr.  Hastings's  knowledge,  the  sum  of  could  have  mduced  Mr.  Bristow  to  make  pub- 
9,763/.  a  year,  and  upwards,  making  together  lie  another,  and  much  stronger,  instance  of  the 
11,203/.  p^"  annum. — The  next  was  Mr.  Tre-  same,  it  is  to  be  violently  presumed,  thait 
▼or  Wheler,  who  did  receive  upon  the  same  where  these  two,  or  either,  or  both,  necessities 
establishment,  when  he  was  fourth  assistant  did  not  exist,  many  evil  and  oppressive  prac- 
mi  Oude,  BfiOOl.  a  year ;  and  which  but  (act  tices  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undisco- 
the  said  Hastings  has  admitted  upon  record,  vered.     That  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  con- 
**  that  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  tests  between  him,  the  said  Hastings,  and  the 
Sir.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  compel  him  to  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  befure-men- 
acknowledge,"  denying  at  the  same  time  that  tioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  the  expen- 
tke  allowances  of  the  residents  Middleton  sive  civil  establishments  for  English  servants 
wati  Bristow,  except  in  this  single  instance,  at  Oude,«fvould  have  been  for  ever  concealed 
were  ever  authorized  by  him ;  whereas  his  fi'om  the  directors  and  from  Parliament ;  and 
««n  agent  Palmer  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  yet  the  said  Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to 
t7ih  <^  March,   1785,  represent   that    the  pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  facts, 
said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not   more  that  representing  the  vizier  as  objecting  to  the 
and  larger)  were  by  him  authorized  or  con-  largeness  of  the  payments  made  by  BriAow, 
'iraed.  and  stating  a  very  reduced  list,  which  he  was 

willing  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  30,000/.  a 
XCII.^That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  year,  the  said  Hastings  did  afi!ect  to  be  alarm- 
also  produce  the  following  letter  in  proof  that  ed  at  the  magnitude  even  at  the  list  so  cur- 
Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of  large  tailed,  expressing  himself  as  follows,  in  his 
siiariea  to  British  subjects  upon  the  revenues  minute  of  the  7th  December,  1784 :  *'  for  my 
of  Oude,  and  which  he  did  declare  that  nothing  own  part,  when  the  vizier's  minister  first  in- 
tet  the  necessity  of  self-defence  could  have  formed  me  that  the  amount  which  his  master 
iadnccd  him  to  produce.  had  authorized,  and  was  willing  to  admit,  for 

the  charges  of  the  residency,  and  the  allow- 

"  Dear  Bristow.  ances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  was 

'*Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allow-  26,000  rupees  per  month,  I  own  I  wis  startled 
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at  the  magnituile  of  the  sum,  and  was  some 
days  hesitating  in  my  mind  whether  I  oould 
with  propriety  admit  of  it."  Whereat  be 
well  knew  that  the  three  turns  alone,  of 
which  the  necessities  aforesaid  had  compelled 
the  discovery,  did  greatly  exceed  that  sum, 
of  which,  at  the  first  hearing,  he  affects  to 
have  been  so  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  thrown 
into  a  state  of  hesitation,  which  c<»itinued 
for  some  days;  and  although  he,  the  said 
Hastings  was  conscious  that  he  bad  at  the 
very  time  authorized  an  establishment  to  more 
than  four  times  the  amount  thereof. 

XCV. — That  in  the  said  deceits,  preva- 
rications, contradictions,  malicious  accusa- 
tions, fraudulent  concealments,  and  compelled 
discoveries,  as  wei!  as  in  the  said  secret,  cor^ 
rupt,  and  prodigal  disposition  of  the  revenues 
of  Oude,  as  well  as  in  his  breach  of  faith  to 
the  nabob  in  continuing  expensive  establish- 
ments under  a  private  agent  of  his  own,  after 
he  had  agreed  to  remove  the  company's  agent, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high 
offence  and  misdemeanour 


ZTII.   MAHOMED   RXZA  |:HAN. 

I. — That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of 
the  company,  on  the  acquisition  of  the  duan- 
nee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  country-govern- 
ment under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at 
the  nabob's  durbar,  in  the  first  instance,  and 
that  of  the  president  and  council  in  the  last ; 
and  for  that  purpose  they  did  stipulate  to 
assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the 
nabob,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  reve- 
nues, equal  to  four  hundred  thousand  poundi 
a  year. 

II.— That  during  the  country-government, 
the  principal  active  person  in  the  administrar 
tion  of  affairs  for  rank  and  for  reputation  of 
probity,  and  of  knowledge  in  the  revenues  and 
the  laws,  was  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  who, 
besides  large  landed  property,  was  possessed 
of  offices,  whose  emoluments  amounted  near- 
ly, if  not  altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year. 

III. — That  the  company's  servants,  in  the 
beginning,  were  not  conversant  in  the  affairs 
of  the  revenue,  and  stood  in  need  of  natives 
of  integrity  and  experience  to  act  in  the 
management  thereof.  On  that  ground,  as 
wel*  as  in  regard  to  the  rank  which  Mahomed 


Reza  Khftn  held  in  the  country,  and  the  confi 
dence  of  the  people  in  him,  tbej,  the  (n-esident 
and  council  did  inform  the  court  of  director*, 
in  their  letter  of  the  30th  of  September,  1766, 
that  **  as  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n's  short  ad- 
ministration was  irreproachable,  they  detei^ 
mined  to  continue  him  in  a  share  of  the  au- 
thority ;'*  and  this  information  waa  not  pwn 
lightly,  but  was  founded  upon  an  inquiry 
into  his  conduct,  and  a  minute  examin^oa 
of  charges  made  against  him  by  his  rivals  in 
the  nabob's  court ;  they  having  insinuated  to 
the  nabob,  that  a  design  was  formed  for  depos- 
ing him,  and  placing  Mahomed  Reza  on  his 
throne ;  bat  on  examination  the  president  and 
council  declare,  that  "  he  had  so  openly  and 
candidly  accounted  for  every  rupee  disbura- 
ed  from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  not, 
without  injury  to  his  character,  and  injustice 
to  his  conduct,  during  his  short  admin  istatioB, 
refuM  continuing  him  in  a  share  of  tlie  go- 
▼emment. 

y. — That  the  company  bad  reason  to  be 
satbfied  with  the  arrangement  made,  so  fkras 
it  regarded  him;  the  president  and  council 
having  informed  them  in  the  following  year, 
in  their  letter  of  the  9th  of  December, 
1766,  that  "  the  large  increase  of  the  reve- 
nue must  in  a  great  measure,  be  ascribed  to 
Mr.  Sykes's  assiduity,  and  to  Mahomed 
Reza  Khan**  profound  knowledge  in  the  Jt- 
nances. 


n 


VI. — That  the  then  president  and  council, 
finding  it  necessary  to  make  several  reforms 
in  the  administration,  were  principally  aided 
in  the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice  and 
assistance  of  the  said  Mahomet  Reza  Kbhn ; 
and  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  S4th  of  June,  1767,  they  state  their  reso- 
lution of  reducing  the  emoluments  of  office, 
which  before  had  arisen  firom  a  variety  of 
presents,  and  other  perquisites,  to  fixed  al- 
lowances ;  and  they  state  the  merits  of  Ma^ 
homed  Reza  Kh&n  therein,  a^  well  as  the  im* 
portanco,  dignity,  and  responsibility  of  hia  sta- 
tion, in  the  following  manner  : 

"  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  has  now  qf  kkt^ 
ulf  vnth  great  deUeacy  of  honxmr^  represem- 
ed  to  us  the  evil  consequences  that  must  ea- 
sue  from  the  continuance  of  this  practioa  \ 
since,  by  sufferirtg  the  principal  officers  cf 
the  government  to  depend  for  the  support  of 
their  dignity  on  the  precarious  flmd  oTperqai* 
sites,  they,  in  a  manner,  oblige  them  to  pur^ 
sue  oppressive  and  corrupt  measures,  equally 
injurious  to  the  country  and  the  oonpaaj; 
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mi  Umj  accordingly  assigned  twelve  lacks  application  to  business,  his  health  was  con- 

of  rupees  for  the  maintenance  and  support  siderablj  impaired,  which  gave  occasion  in 

of  the  said  Mahomod  Reza  Kh&n,  and  two  the   year   following,  that   is,  in  February, 

other  principal  persons,  who  held   in  their  1768,  to  a  fresh  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 

kands  the  most  important  employments  of  that  rices,  in  these  terms:  "we  must  in  justice 

foremment ;  having  regard  to  their  elevated  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  express  the  high 

ilalioas,  and  to   the  expediency  of  support*  sense  we  entertain  of  his  abilities,  and  of  the 

■g  them  in  all  the  show  and  parade  requisite  indefatigable  attention  be  has  shown  in  the 

Is  keep  up  the  authorit^r  and  influence  of  their  execution  of  the  important  trust  reposed  in 

N^iective  offices,  as  they  are   all  men  of  him  ,  and  we  cannot  but  lament  the  prospect 

weight  and  consideration  in  the  country,  who  of  losing  his  services  from  the  present  declin- 

ImU  places  of  great  trust  and  profit  under  the  ing  state  of  his  health." 
imner   government.    We   further  propose, 

by  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage  their  cor-  VIII.— That  as,  in  the  increase  of  the  re- 

^al  aenrioes,  and  confirm  them  steady  in  our  venue,  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  was 

fatterests,  since  they  cannot  hope,  from  the  employed  as  a  person  likely  to  improve  the 

■ost  mocessful  ambition,  to  rise  to  greater  same  without  detriment  to  the  people,  so, 

tdvantages  by  any  chance  or  revolution  of  af-  when  the  state  of  any  province  seemod  to  re- 

Urs.    At  the  same  time  it  was  reasonable  we  quire  a  remission,  he  was  employed  as  a  por- 

ihoald  not  lose  sight  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn's  son  disposed  to  the  relief  of  the  people  with- 

fut  services ;  he  has  pursued  the  company's  out  fraud  to  the  revenue ;  and  this  was  ex- 

hMerest  with  steadiness  and  diligence ;   his  pressed  by  the  president  and  council  as  fbl- 

abilities  qualify  him  to  perform  the  most  iro-  lows,  with  relation  to  the  remissions  granted 

portant  services.    The  unavoidable  charges  in  the  province  of  Bahar ;  "  that  the  general 

if  his    particular  situation    are  great ;    in  knowledge  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khln,  in  all 

dignity  he  stands  second  to  the  nabob  only ;  matters  relative   to  the  Duannee  revenues, 

aatl  as  be  engages  to  increase  the  revenues,  induced   us  to  consent  to  such  deductions 

without  injustice  or  oppression,  to  more  than  being  made,  from  the  general  state  of  that 

the  amount  of  his  salary,  and  to  relinqtuA  province  at  tlie  last  poonah,  as  may  be  deem- 

fkose  mdvantagt*  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacks  ed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may  procure  an 

efnq>ee$per  onfium,  which  he  heretofore  en-  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the 

«oyed,  we  thought  it  proper,  in  the  distribu-  ryots  in  the  future  cultivation  of  their  lands." 
tion  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Reza 

Kh&n  in  a  light  superiour  to  the  other  minis-  IX. —That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n, 

We  have  only  to  observe  further,  that  in  the  execution  of  the  said  great  and  impor- 

and  enomnous  as  the  sums  must  appear  tant  trusts  and  powers,  was  not  so  much  as 

we  have  allotted  for  the  support  of  the  suspected  of  an  ambitious  or  encroaching 

of  government,  we  will  not  hesi-  spirit,  which  might  make  him  dangerous  to 

ttta  to  pronounce  that  it  is  n^essary  and  rea-  the  company's,  thtn  recent  authority,  or  which 

iOMble,  and  will  appear  so  on  the  considera-  might  render  his  precedence  injurious  to  the 

llaa  of  the  power,  which  men  employed  on  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues  in  office  ; 

Ikese  important  services  have,  either  to  ob-  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  a  plan 

ilraet  or  promote  the  public   good,  imlesa  having  been  adopted  for  dividing  the  admin- 

thsir  integrity  be  oonfirmied  by  the  ties  of  gra-  istration,  in  order  to  remove  the  nabob's  jeal- 

titade  and  interest."  ousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
verted by  the  ambition  **  of  two  of  his  col- 

YII.— That    the   said    Mahomed    Reza  leagues,  and  the  exceuive  moderation  of  Ma' 

Kfalneontinuedwith  the  same  diligence,  spirit,  homed  Rexa  KhAn.**    And  for  a  remedy  of 

tad  fideUty,  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  the  inconveniences  which  might  arise  from  the 

kill,  whidi  comprehended  a  large  proper-  excess  of  an  accommodating  temper,  though 

lioa  of  the  weight  of  government,  and  par-  attended  with    irreproachable   integrity,   the 

ticakrly  of  the  collections ;  and  his  attach-  president  and  council  did  send  one  of  their 

Acm  to  the  interest  of  the  company,  and  own  members,  as  their  deputy,  to  the  nabob 

Us  cocteosive    knowledge,  were    again,   in  of  Bengal,  at  his  capital  of  Muxadavad;  and 

Iks  eoorae  of  the  year  1767,  fully  acknow-  this  measure  appears  to  have  been  adopted 

kdged,  and  sUted  to  the  cour\  of  directors ;  for  the  support  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  in 

nd  if  farther  appears,  that  by  an  incessant  consequence  of  an  inquiry  made,  and  advice 
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given,  by  Lord  Clive,  in  his  letter  of  the  Sd  mer  mafltor,  when  hn  aathority  is  taken  fro0 
of  July,  1765;  in  which  letter  he  expresses  him;"  bat  he  did  afterwards,  in  excuse  for 
himself  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  as  the  long  detention  and  imprisonment  of  th* 
follows ;  "  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  without  any 
you,  that  the  viort  I  ue  of  Mahomed  Rexa  proofs  having  been  obtained  of  his  guilt,  or 
ICh&H,  the  9tronger  is  my  convietion  of  hi»  measures  taken  to  bring  him  to  trial,  assure 
honoitr  tmd  modefxUion ;  but  that,  at  the  same  the  directors,  in  direct  contradiction  to  lus 
time,  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  either  former  declaration,  "that  the  influence  of  Ma> 
from  timidity,  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  homed  Reza  Kh&n  still  prevailed  geoerally 
is  too  ready  to  submit  to  encroachments  upon  throughout  the  country,  in  the  nabob's  house- 
that  proportion  of  power  that  has  been  allot-  hold,  and  at  the  capital,  and  was  scarcely  al^ 
ted  him.  fected  by  his  present  disgrace," — notwith- 
standing, as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  doth  coo- 

X. — That  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Kh&n  dy-  fess,  be  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  "  to 
ing  in  February,  1765,  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  break  that  influence,  by  removing  his  depead- 
was  appointed  guardian  to  bis  children,  and  ants,  and  putting  the  direction  of  all  the  al^ 
administrator  of  his  oflice,  or  regent,  which  fairs,  that  had  been  committed  to  his  care, 
appointment  the  court  of  directors  did  ap-  into  the  hands  t^  the  most  potoerful  or  aetim 
prove.  But  the  party  opposite  to  Mahomed  of  kis  enemies;  that  he  depended  on  the  ii^ 
Reza  Kh&n  having  continued  to  cabal  against  tivity  of  their  hatred  to  Maliomed  Ren 
him,  sundry  accusations  were  framed,  relative  Kb&n,  incited  by  the  expectation  of  rewards, 
to  oppression  at  the  time  of  the  famine,  and  for  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  latter , 
*  for  a  balance  due  during  his  emplojrment  of  that  with  this  the  institution  of  the  new  do- 
collector  of  the  revenues  ;  upon  which  the  annee  coincided,  and  that  the  same  principle 
directors  did  order  him  to  be  deprived  of  his  had  guided  him  in  the  choice  of  Mujiny  B»- 
ofllice,  and  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  his  gum  and  Rajah  Gourdas,  the  former  for  thu 
conduct.  chief  administration,  the  latter  [iho  son  of 

Nundcomar,  and  a  mere  instrument   in  the 

XI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hands  of  his  father]  for  the  duannee  of  the 
ihen  lately  appointed  to  the  presidency,  did,  nabob's  household,  both  the  declared  enemies 
on  the  Ist  of  April,  and  on  the  24ih  of  Sep-  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhiLn." 
tcmber,  1772,  write  letters  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, informing  them,  that  on  the  very  next  XIII.— That  although  it  might  bo  true 
day  after  he  had  received  (as  he  asserts)  that  enemies  will  become  the  most  active 
their  private  orders,  *^  addressed  to  himself  prosecutors,  and  as  such  nuy,  tiiough  under 
alone,"  and  not  to  the  board,  he  did  despatch,  much  guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used 
by  express  messengers,  his  orders  to  Mr.  even  as  witnesses;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
Middleton,  the  resident  at  the  nabob's  court  an  exception,  supposing  their  character  and 
at  Muxadavad,  in  a  public  character  and  trust  capacity  otherwise  good,  to  the  appointing 
with  the  nabob,  to  arrest  in  his  capital,  and  them  to  power ;  yet  to  advance  persons  to 
at  his  court,  and  without  any  previous  notice  power  on  the  ground  not  of  their  honour  and 
given  of  any  charge,  his  principal  minister,  integrity,  which  might  have  produced  the 
the  aforesaid  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  and  to  enmity  of  bad  m«3,  iMit  merely  for  the  enmity 
bring  him  down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  care-  itself,  without  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a 
fully  conceal  his  said  proceedings  from  the  laudable  cause,  and  even  with  a  declared  ill 
knowledge  of  the  board,  on  pretext  of  his  opinion  of  the  morals  of  one  of  the  party, 
not  being  acquainted  with  their  dispositions,  such  as  was  actually  delivered  in  the  said 
and  the  influence  which  he  thought  that  the  letter  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Nundoo- 
said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  had  amongst  them,  mar  (and  which,  time  has  shown,  he  migjbt 

also  on  good  ground  have  conceived  of  others) 

XII.— That   the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was,  in  the  circumstances  of  a  criminal  in- 

at  the  time  he  gave  his  orders  as  aforesaid  quiry,  a  motive  highly  disgraceful    to  tho 

for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  KMn,  honour  of  government,  and  destructive  of  im* 

did  not  take  any  measures  to  compel  the  ap-  partial  justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  o( 

pearance  of  any  other  persons  as  witnesseip,  all  possible  temptation  to  false  accusation^  to 

declaring  it  as  his  opinion,  *'  that  there  would  corrupt  and  factious  conspiracies  to  perjury, 

DC  little  need  of  violence  to  obtain  such  intel-  and  to  every  specie^  of  injustice  and  oppr«i« 

U^ence,  as  they  could  give  against  their  for-  sion. 
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XIV.— That  in  consequence  of  the  afore-  most  wholly  subrerted,  and  great  irrtgolari- 

motives,  and  others  pretended,  which  ties  and  disorders  did  actually  ensue, 
were  by  no  means  a  sufficient  justification  to 

ll»  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  appoint        XVII.— That  the  council-general,  esta- 

(as  woman  aforesaid,  called  Munny  Begum,  blished  by  act  ^f  Parliament  in  the  year  1773, 

who  had  been  of  the  lowest  and  most  dis-  did  restore  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n 

ereditable  order  in  society,  according  to  the  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  nabob 

ideas  prevalent  in  India,  but  from  whom  he  (but  under  a  protest  from  the  said  Warren 

received  several  sums  of  money,  to  be  guar-  Hastings)  to  his  liberty  and  to  his  offices,  ac- 

dian  to  the  nabob  in  preference  to  his  own  cording  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  given  by 

■lother,  and  to  administer  the  qffaira  of  the  the  court  of  directors  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 

gwemment  in  theplace  of  the  said  Mahomed  court  of  directors  did  approve  of  the  said  ap- 

Rna  Kh&n,  the  second  Mussulman  in  rank  pointmont,  and  did  assure  the  said  Mahomed 

after  the  nabob,  and  the  first  in  knowledge,  Reza  Kh4n  of  their  favour  and  protection,  as 

gravity,    weight,  and  character  among   the  long  as  his  conduct  should  merit  the  same,  in 

Mussulmen  in  that  province.     And  in  order  the  following  terms  :  "  as    the  abilities  of 

to  try  every  method  and  to  take  every  chance  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  have  been  sufficiently 

ibr  his  destruction,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  manifested ;   as  official  experience  qualifies 

iogs  did  maliciously  and  oppressively  keep  him  for  so  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent 

Um  under  confinement,  for  a  part  of  the  degree  than  any  other  native  with  whom  the 

tine  witiiout  any  inquiry,  and  aflerwards,  company  has   been  connected ;    and  as  no 

with  a  slow  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two  years  proofi  of  mal-administration  have  been  osta- 

together.  blished  against  him,  either  during  the  strict 

XV. — That  notwithstanding  a  total  revo-  investigation  of  his  conduct,  or  since  his  re- 

kttion  in  the  power,  in  part  avowedly  made  tirement,  we  cannot  under  all  circumstances 

tar  his  destruction,  the  persons  appointed  for  but  approve  your  recommendation  of  him  to 

Us  trial,  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely  ac-  the  nabob,  constitute  him  his  naib.     We  are 

quit  tho  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^  of  the  well  pleased  that  he  has  received  that  ap- 

criminal  charges  against  him,  on  account  of  pointment,  and  authorize  you  to  assure  him 

which  he  had  been  so  long  persecuted  and  of  our  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to 

eoafined,  and  suffered  much  in  mind,  body,  the  interest  of  the  company,  and  a  proper  dis- 

aod  fortune  ;  and  the  court  of  directors,  in  charge  of  the  duties  of  his  station  shall  ren- 

their  letter  of  the  3d  March,  1 775,  testify  der  him  worthy  of  our  protection.*'    Asd  the 

their  satisfaction  in  the  conduct  and  result  of  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khibi  did  continue  to 

tin  said  inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restora-  execute  the    same,  without    any  complaint 

tion  of  the  said  Mahomed   Reza  Kh^  to  whatsoever  of  malversation  or  negligence, 

liberty,  and  to  the  offices  which  he  had  lately  in  any  manner  or  degree,  in  his  said  office, 
lield,  which  comprehended  the  management  of 

ibe    nabob's    household,    and    the    general         XVIII.— That  in  March,  1778,  the  said 

mperintendency  of  the  justice  of   Bengal;  Warren  Hastings,  under  colour,  that  the  na- 

Int  according  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  bob  had  completed  his  twentieth  year,  and  had 

iiractors,  his  appointments  were  reduced  to  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  uncon- 

tliirty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  trolled  management  of  his  own  aflairs,  and 

if  which  he  did  make  grievous  complaint  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  should  be  romov- 

OQ  account  of  the  expenses  attendant  on  his  ed  from  his  office,  and  that  Munny  Begum 

aiatioo,  and  the  heavy  debts  which  he  had  his  step-mother,  the  dancing  girl  aforesaid, 

bsen  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  per-  "  should  take  on  herself  the  management  of 

•ecntioo  and  imprisonment  aforesaid.  the  nizamut  [the  government  and  general  su- 

perintendency  of  criminal  justice]  without  the 

XVI. — That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  interference  of  any  person  whatsoever ;"  and, 

Mahomed  Reza  Kh^,  from  the  superinten-  notwithstanding  the  contradictions  in  the  pre- 

deocy  of  the  criminal  justice,  and  in  conse-  tended   applications   from   the    nabob,  with 

Mence  of  letting  the  province  of  Bengal  in  whose  incapacity  for  all  aflairs  he  was  well 

vm  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  several  acquainted,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the 

dufsroas  and  mischievous  innovations  wore  court  of  directors,  and  without  regard  to  the 

■■de  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  infamy  of  an  arrangement  made  for  the  evi* 

the  criminal  justice  of  the  country  was  al-  dent  and  declared  purpose  of  deliyering  not 
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Milj  the  fimily  with  tbe  prince,  bat  the  g<v-  eoocerni  of  gorenuneat,  Bnd  the  adnuDivtr* 

▼emraoDt  ami  justice  of  •  great  kingdom,  tion  of  justice,  and  did  endearour  to  dispose 

into  such  insufHcienl,  corrupt,  and  scandalous  of  the  offices  relative  to  the  same  for  their 

hands ,  and  though  he  has  declared  his  opin-  corrupt  purposes,  and  to  rob  the  nabob's  ser- 

ion,  "  that  our  naiiooal  character  is  concerned  vants  of  their  due  allowances ;  and  in  hie 

in  the  character  which  the  nabob  may  obtain  letter  of  the  1st  September,  1778,  he  sent  a 

in  the  public  opinion,'*  on  obtaining  a  ma-  complaint  to  the  board,  stating  "  that  certain 

jority  in  council,  without  any  complaint,  real  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the 

or  pretended,  to  remove  the  said  Mahomed  nabob's    temper,   by  whose    instigation    he 

Reza  from  all  his  offices,  and  did  partition  acts."    And  aAer  complaining  of  the  slights 

his  salary  as  a  spoil  in  the  following  manner:  he  received  from  the  nabob,  he  adds,  "  thus 

—to  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing  girl  afore-  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me  sometimes 

said,  an  additional  allowance  of  seventy-two  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindness,  just 

thousand  rupees  [7,200/.]  a  year ;  to  the  na*  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him ;   their 

bob's  own  mother,  but  hail*  that  sum,  that  is  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  roe  to  displeasure 

to  say,  36,000  rupees  [3,600/.]  a  year ;  to  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force 

Rajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar  (whom  he  roe  eitlier  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join 

had  described  as  a  weak  young  man)  72,0b0  with  them,  and  act  by  their  advice,  and  ap- 

rupees  [7,200/.]  a  year,  as  comptroller  of  point  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to  the 

the  household ;    and  to  a  magistrate  CLlled  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw 

Sudder  ul  Hock,  who  in  real  subserviency  to  profit  to  themselves." 
the  said  Munny  Hegum  was  nominally  to  tict 

in  the  department  of  criminal  justice  78,000  XXI.— That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  tbe 

[7,800/.]  a  year ;  the  total  of  which  allow-  govemour,  the  said  superintendent  of  justice 

ances  exceeding  the  salary  of  Mahomed  Re-  did  inform  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  of 

za  Kh&n  by  18,000  rupees  [1,800/.]  yearly,  the  audacious  and  corrupt  manner  in  which, 

he  did,  for  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  purposes  by  violence,  fraud,  and  forgery,  the  eunuchs 

aforesaid,  order  the  same  to  be  made  up  from  of  Munny  Begum  had  abused  the  nabob's 

the  company's  treasury.  name,  to  deprive  the  judicial  and  executory 

officers  of  justice  of  the  salaries,  which  they 

XIX. — That  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Whe-  ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  company's 

ler  having  moved  that  the  execution  of  the  treasury,  in  the  following  wcnrds  :— "  The  be- 

aforesaid  srrangement,  the  whole  expense  of  gum*s  ministers,  before  my  arrival,  with  ths 

which,    ordinary,    and    extraordinary,    was  advice  of  their  counsellours,  caused  the  nabob 

charged   upon  the  company's  treasury,  and  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which 

therdbre  could  not  be  evnn  colourably  dispos-  they  received,  at  two  diffisrent  times,  near 

ed  of  at  the  pretended  will  of  the  said  nabob,  50,000  rupees  [5,000/.]  in  the  name  of  the 

might  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  fousdary,&c.  from  tbe 

court  of  directors  thereon  should  be  known ;  company's  circars ;  and  having  drawn  up  an 

and  the  same  being  resolved  agreeably  to  law  account  current  in  the  manner  they  touhed, 

by  a  majority  of  the  council  then  present,  they  had  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  sent  it 

the  said  Hastings,  urging  on  violently  the  to  me."    And  in  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 

immediate  execution  of  his  corrupt  project,  "  that  these  people  had  the  nabob  entirely  in 

and  having  obtained,  by  the  return  of  Richard  their  power." 
Harwell,  Esquire,  a  majority  in  council  in 

his  own  casting  vote,  did  rescind  the  afore-  XXII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
•aid  resolution,  and  did  carry  into  immediate  upon  this  representation,  did,  notwithstanding 
execution  the  aforesaid  most  unwarrantable,  his  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fitness  and 
mischievous,  and  scandalous  design.  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  the  sole  administra- 
tion of  his  own  affairs,  authoritatively  forbid 
XX.— That  the  consequences,  which  him  from  any  interference  therein,  and  order- 
might  be  expected  from  such  a  plan  of  admin-  ed,  that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  tbe  nu* 
istration,  did  almost  instantly  flow  from  it.  gistrate  aforesaid ;  to  which  the  nabob  did, 
For  the  person  appointed  to  execute  one  of  the  notwithstanding  his  pretended  independence, 
offices,  which  had  been  filled  by  Mahomed  yield  an  immediate  and  unreserved  submis* 
Reza  Kh^,  did  soon  find  that  the  eunuchs  of  sion  ;  for  the  said  Hastings's  order  being  givsB 
Munny  Begum  began  to  employ  their  power,  on  the  6rst  of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  rs* 
with   superiority  and  insolence  in  all    the  ceivcd  an  answer  fjrom  Muzadavad  on   tbs 
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tikird,  in  the  fbUowing  tenna : — "  Ayetably  ibr«  request  that  your  excellency  will  givn 

10  your  pleasure  I  have  relinquished  all  con-  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  your  depoid* 

cem  wiih   the  affairs  of  the  fousdary  and  ants,  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any 

•dawlut,  leaving  the  entire  management  in  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  adawlut 

Judder  ul  Hock's  hands/'    Which  said  cir*  and  fousdary  ;  and  that  you  will  yourself  re- 

cumstance,  as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly  linquish  all  interference  tlierein,  and   leave 

proves  that  all  the  nabob's  actions  were,  in  them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder 

truth  and  (act,  entirely  governed  by  the  influ«  ul  Hock  Kh&n  :  this  is  absolutely  necessary 

enoe  of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  however  to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquilU- 

the  said  Hastings  may  have  publicly  discourw  ty."    And  he  concluded  by  again  recommend- 

aged   the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  said  ing  the  nabob  to  withdraw  all  interference 

court,  yet  he  did  secretly  uphold  the  autho-  with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  "  otherwise 

rity  and  influence  of  Munny  Begum,  who  a  measure,  which  I  adopted  at  your  excellen* 

did  entirely  direct  with  his  knowledge  and  cy's  request,  and  with  a  view  to  your  satisiac" 

countenance,  all  the  proceedings  therein.  Fori  tion,  and  the  benefit  of  the  country  will  beat* 

tended  with  quite  contrary  cfi*ects,  and  bring 

XXm.— That  on  the  ISth  of  the  same  discredit  on  me." 
month  of  September  he  did  receive  a  further 

complaint  of  the  corrupt  and  fraudulent  prao-  XXIV. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 
tices  of  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  said  Munny  letter  aforesaid,  in  which  he  so  strongly  con> 
Begum  ;  and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  demns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly  marks  out  the 
continue  and  increase,  that  on  the  10th  of  mischievous  efiects  of  the  corrupt  influence^ 
October,  1778,  he  was  obliged  to  confess,  in  under  which  atone  the  nabob  acted,  and  under 
the  strongest  terms,  the  pernicious  conse-  which  alone,  from  his  known  incapacity,  and 
qucnces  of  his  before-created  unwarrantable  his  dependence  on  the  person  supporteid  by 
and  illegal  arrangements;  for,  in  a  letter  of  the  said  Hastings,  he  could  act,  did  propoae 
Umt  date  to  the  nabob,  he  expresses  himself  to  put  all  the  offices  of  justice  (which  on  an- 
as follows :  "  At  your  excellency's  request,  other  occasion  he  had  requested  him  to  pwr^ 
I  sent  Sudder  ul  Hock  Kh4n  to  take  on  him  mU  to  remain  in  the  hands  which  then  held 
the  administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  adaw-  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or 
lot  and  fousdary,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  rather  the  woman  and  eunuchs  who  governed 
only  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  ex-  him,  **  that  if  his  excellency  has  any  plan 
oellcncy,  but  that,  through  his  abilities  and  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in  future, 
experience,  these  aflairs  would  have  been  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  roe,  and 
<  ooducted  in  such  manner  as  to  have  secured  every  attention  shall  be  paid  to  give  your  ex- 
Uw  peace  of  the  country,  and  the  happineM  of  cellency  satisfaction."  By  which  means  not 
>he  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  coiv-  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the  whole 
osm  I  loun,  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  system  of  justice  was  to  be  afloat  and  to  bo 
being  attended  with  the  expected  advantages,  subject  to  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  cor> 
tbat  the  aflairs  both  of  the  fousdary  azKl  adaw-  rupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs, 
lot  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  intaginable, 

lad  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetn^  XXV. — That  the  court  of  directors,  on 

Isd  throughout  the  country.    This  ij  evidently  receiving  an  account  of  the  above  arrange- 

•iring  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in  ments,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit, 

tks  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.     I  intention,  and  probable  effect  of  the  same,  did, 

therefore  addiessed  your  excellency  on   the  in  a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  manner,  expresi 

iBportanoe  and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  their  condemnation  of  the  measure,  and  their 

fMsCion,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pretended 

^ower  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  grounds  and  reasons  on  which  the  same  vraa 

administer  them ;  in  reply  to  which  your  ex-  supported ;  marking  distinctly  his  prevarica- 

eellency  expressed  sentiments  coincident  with  tion  and  contradictions    in   the  same,  and 

aias ;  notwithstanding  which,  your  depend-  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of  the 

•ats  and  people,  actuated  by  sr{/SaA  and  (UHi^  unworthy  motives  on  which  he  had  made  so 

riemu  eifiM,  Aovs  by  Omr  vnUrftrttict  to  isi-  shameful  an  arrangement ;  telling  him,  in  tbo 

ptdtd  tktbuinfUt^aM  to  throw  tJu  v>hoU  couniry  17th  paragraph  of  their  general  letter,  of  tbo 

iaio  m  atals  ^fcamfuMioK :  from  which  nothing  4th  of  February,  1779,  "  the  nabob's  letten 

can  rdrices  U  but  an  wtUwlod  powtr^  lodgod  of  the  tSth  and  SOth  of  August,  of  the  9d  of 

«  ikt  handM  i^f  th»  tuperintendent,    I  there-  September,  and  17th  of  November,  leave  Of 
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BO  doubt  of  the  tnu  design  of  this  egtraordi-  antbority  of  the  nid  court  of  directors ;  by 

nary  busineu  being  to  bring  fwramd  Munny  which  means  the  srnmgeroent,  three  times 

Begum,  end  again  to  invest  her  with  impro-  either  ratified  or  expressly  ordered  by  them, 

per    power  and    influence,  notwithstanding  was  wholly  defeated;   the  aforesaid  corrupt 

our  former  declaration,  that  so  ^soi  a  part  systemwas continued;  Mahomed  RezaKhftn 

of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled  was  not  restored  to  his  office ;  and  a  lesson 

and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence."  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that 

the  declsired  approbation,  the  avowed  ssnctioo, 

XXVI. — That  in  consequence  of  the  cen-  and  the  decided  authority  of  the  court  of  direct- 
safe  and  condemnation  of  the  unwarrantable  ors  were  wholly  nugatory  to  their  protection 
measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  againstthecomipt  influence  of  their  servants. 
the  court  of  directors  on  the  aforesaid  and 

other  weighty  and  substantial  grounds,  they  XXVIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
did  order  and  direct  as  follows,  in  the  20th  ings,  on  a  reconciliation  with  Mr.  Francis, 
paragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  oneof  the  council-general,  who  made  it  a  con- 
date  :  "  As  we  deem  it  for  the  welfare  of  dition  thereof,  tliat  certain  of  the  company^s 
the  country,  that  the  office  of  naib  soubadar  orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  that  MaJiomed 
be  for  the  present  continued,  and  that  this  Reza  Kh^  should  be  restored  to  his  offices, 
high  office  should  be  filled  by  a  person  of  wis-  did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwithstand- 
dom,  experience,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to  ing  the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  nabob, 
the  company ;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to  and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  coo- 
alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Reza  venience  in  the  said  accommodation,  the  ar* 
Kh4n,  in  our  letter  of  t4ih  of  December,  rangement,  which  he  had  unwarrantably  and 
1776  ;  we  positively  direct,  that  you  forthwith  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
signify  to  the  nabob,  Mobarek  ul  I>owla,  our  directors ;  and  did,  of  his  own  authority  am^ 
pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  be  im-  that  of  the  board,  restore  Mahomed  Reza 
mediately  restored  to  the  office  of  naib  souba-  Khlm  to  his  oflkes. 
dar ;  and  we  further  direct,  that  Mahomed 

Reza  Kh&n  be  again  assured  of  the  continu-  XXIX.— That  soon  after  the  departure 

ance  of  our  favours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attach-  of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he  did  again  deprive 

ment  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  a  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  of  his  said 

proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  offices,  and  did  make  several  great  changes  in 

shall  render  him  worthy  of  Qur  protection."  the  constitution  of  the  criminal  justice  in  the 

said  country ;  and  afler  having,  under  pretence 

XXVII. — That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  of  the  nabob's  sufficiency  for  the  management 
convey  in  it  such  evident  and  cogent  reason,  of  his  own  afl*airs,  displaced,  without  any 
and  was  so  far  enforced  by  justice  to  iodi-  specific  charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever, 
▼iduals,  and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happi-  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  he  did  submit 
ness  of  the  natives,  as  well  as  by  the  com-  the  said  nabob  to  the  entire  direction,  in  all 
mon  decorum  to  be  observed  in  all  the  trans-  parts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  owb 
actions  of  government,  that  the  said  Hastings  nomination.  Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did 
ou^t  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience  order  an  account  of  the  most  minute  parts  of  his 
thereto,  even  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  positive  domestic  economy  to  be  made  out,  and  to  be 
statute,  and  his  relation  of  servant  to  the  delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the 
company,  bound  to  that  just  submission,  following  words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him 
Yet  the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or  entitled,  INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  go- 
evading  any  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  vemour-general  to  the  Nabob  Mobarek  ul 
the  court  of  directors,  or  controverting  the  Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  manage* 
scandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  ment  of  his  afiairs :  ^*  you  will  be  pleased 
conduct,  contumaciously  refuse  obedience  to  to  direct  your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  ac* 
the  above  positive  order,  on  pretence  that  the  count  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your  monthly  ex- 
nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  it  on  r^ord,  '*to  penses,  such  as  servants  wages  in  the  diflfe* 
be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  b  a  rent  departments,  pensi'Mis,  and  other  alien*- 
mere  pageant,  and  without  even  the  shadow  of  ances,  as  well  as  of  th«  estimated  amount  el 
authority,"  did  dissent  firom  the  same  ;  and  variable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  John 
he  did  encounge  the  said  nabob  or  rather  the  Doyley,  Jw  wnf  hupeeticn.  I  have  girea 
ewiuchs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Be-  such  orders  to  Sir  John  Doyley  as  will  ena* 
gam,  to  oppose  himself  and  themselves  to  the  ble  htm  to  propose  to  you  such  reductiona  ol 
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Hm  pemions  and  other  aUowanceif ,  and  such  XXXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hasthift 
»  distribution  of  the  Yariable  expenses,  as  did  order  the  said  stipend  (which  was  to  be 
■haD  be  proportionable  to  the  total  sum  of  distributed,  in  the  minutest  particular,  accord- 
four  monthly  income;  and  I  must  requitt  ing  to  the  said  Hastings's  personal  dir«c- 
ym  wUl  eonform  to  it,**  And  he  did,  in  the  tions)  to  be  paid  monthly,  not  to  any  officer 
■nbteqaent  articles  of  his  said  instructions,  of  the  nabob,  but  to  the  naid  resident  Sir 
order  the  whole  management  to  be  directed  by  John  Doyley.  And  whereas  the  govemour* 
the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  subject  to  his  own  general  and  council  did,  on  the  a;jpointmeiit 
directions,  as  aforesaid ;  and  did  even  direct  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  according  to  their 
trhat  company  he  should  keep ;  and  did  throw  duty,  instruct  him  that "  he  do  conform  to  the 
raAeclions  on  some  persons,  in  places  tho  orders  of  the  company,  which  direct  that  an 
•carekt  '.o  him,  as  of  bad  character  and  base  annual  account  of  the  nabob's  expenses  be 
origin — perwns,  whom  ho  should  decline  to  transmitt<*'i,  through  the  resident  at  the  duw 
name  as  sucfi,  *'  unless  he  heard  that  they  bar,  for  the  inspection  of  this  board f**  the 
stiU  availed  themselves  of  his  goodness  to  said  Hastings,  in  making  his  new  establisb- 
rccain  the  place*  which  they  impr(^erly  hold  ment  in  favour  of  his  resident,  did  wholly  omit 
near  his  person.**  And  he  did  particularly  the  said  instruction,  and  did  confine  the  said 
order  the  said  nabob  not  to  admit  any  Eng«  communication  to  Atmse//  privately.  And 
Hsh,  but  such  as  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley  in  fact  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  account 
riKMild  approve,  to  his  presence  ;  and  did  re-  whatsoever  of  the  disposition  of  the  said 
peat  the  said  order  in  the  following  peremp-  large  simi,  exceeding  £  160,000  sterling  a 
tory  manner:  "  you  mtisl/orM  any  person  of-*  year,  has  been  laid  before  the  board,  or  at 
Cfcof  nation  to  be  intnided  into  your  presence,  least  that  any  such  account  has  been  trana- 
williout  ki9  introduction.**  And  he  did  re-  mitted  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  if 
(joire  his  obedience  in  the  authoritative  not  fitting,  that  any  British  servant  of  die 
style :  "  I  shall  think  myself  obliged  to  in-  company  should  have  the  management  of  any 
terfere  in  another  manner ^  if  you  neglect  it."  public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum, 

without  a  public  well-vouched  account  of  the 

XXX. — That  he,  the  said  Warren  Has-  specific  expenditure  thereof. 
dugs  did  insult  the  captive  condition  of  the 

Mad  nabob, by  informing  him,  in  his  imperious         XXXII. — That  the  court  of  directors  did 
inetnictions  aforesaid,  that  this  total,  blind,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766,  propose  certain 
and  implicit  obedience,  in  every  respect  what-  rules  for  regulating  the  corresponidonce  of  the 
soever,  to  Sir  John  Doyley  and  himself  per-  resident  with  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which 
sooally,   and   without  any  reference  to  the  they  did  direct,  as  a  principle  fur  the  said  re- 
board,  "  was  the  very  condition*  of  the  com-  gulations,  as  follows,  (paragraph  16  :)  "  We 
pUance  of  the  govemour-general  and  council  would  have  his  correspondence  to   be  car^ 
with  his   late   requisition ;"  which  requisi-  ried  on  with  the  select  committee  through  the 
tun  was,  that  he  should  enjoy  the  free  and  tm-  channel  of  the  president ;  he  should  keep  a 
esolrettsd  management  of  his  own  affairs,  diary  of  all  his  transactions.  His  correspoiid- 
And  though  the  said  captive  did  offer,  as  he,  ence  with  the  natives  munt  be  publicly  conduct' 
the  said  Hastings,  himselfadmits, /our /oeXesoC  ed ;  copies  of  all  his  letters,  sent  and  receive 
Us  stipend,  at  that  time  reduced  to  sixteen  ed,  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  presidencji 
kda,  for  the  free  use  of  the  remainder^  yet  he  with  duplicates  and  triplicates  to  be  trane- 
£d  pJace  him,  the  said  nabob,  in  the  state  of  mitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by  every 
wrritude  in  the  said  instructions  laid  down  but  ship." 
a  verysKort  time  a(\er  he  had  assumed  and  used 

the  said  nabob's  independent  rights  as  i  ground        XXXIII.— That  the  president  and  select 

lir  refusing  to  obey  the  company's  orders ;  and  committee  (Lord  Clive  being  then  president) 

ihhoogh  he  has  declared,  or  pretended,  on  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial  part  of 

uolfaflr  occasion,  which  he  would  have  thought  the    said   regulation,  (the   diary  excepted ;) 

noular,  that  any  attempt  to  limit  the  house-  and  the  principle,  in  all  matters  of  account 

hoU  expenses  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  was  an  ought  to  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  what- 

iadignity,  **  which  no  man  living,  however  ever  limitations  may  have  been  given  to  the 

<Bean  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condi-  office  of  resident.    Yet  he,  the  said  Warren 

:w)  m  it,  woukl  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good 

other,  without  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every  rules,  orders,  and  late  precedent  in  conformity 

■uly  principle.^*  to  the  iamoi  did  not  only  withhold  any  ordar 
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BO  doubt  of  the  tnu  design  of  this 
nvy  tMJsiness  being  to  bring  f uncord  Munnj 
Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  impro- 
per power  and  influence,  notwithstanding 
our  former  declaration,  that  so  grtai  a  part 
of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled 
and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence." 

XXVI. — That  in  consequence  of  the  cen- 
sure and  condemnation  of  the  unwarrantable 
measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by 
the  court  of  directors  on  the  aforesaid  and 
other  weighty  and  substantial  grounds,  they 
did  order  and  direct  as  follows,  in  the  20th 
paragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same 
date :  "  As  we  deem  it  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  that  the  office  of  naib  soubadar 
be  for  the  present  continued,  and  that  this 
high  office  should  be  filled  by  a  person  of  wis- 
dom, experience,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to 
the  company ;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Reza 
Khdn,  in  our  letter  of  34th  of  December, 
1776  ;  we  positively  direct,  that  you  forthwith 
signify  to  the  nabob,  Mobarek  ul  I>owla,  our 
pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  be  im- 
mediately restored  to  the  office  of  naib  souba- 
dar ;  and  wo  further  direct,  that  Mahomed 
Reza  Kh&n  be  again  assured  of  the  continu- 
ance of  our  favours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  a 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station, 
shall  render  him  worthy  of  Qur  protection." 

XXV II.— That  the  aforesaid  direction  did 
convey  in  it  such  evident  and  cogent  reason, 
and  was  so  far  enforced  by  justice  to  indi- 
viduals, and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  natives,  as  well  as  by  the  com- 
mon decorum  to  be  observed  in  all  the  trans- 
actions of  government,  that  the  said  Hastings 
ought  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience 
thereto,  even  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  positive 
statute,  and  his  relation  of  servant  to  the 
company,  bound  to  that  just  submission. 
Yet  the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or 
evading  any  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  court  of  directors,  or  controverting  the 
scandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his 
conduct,  contumaciously  refuse  obedience  to 
the  above  positive  order,  on  pretence  that  the 
nabob,  who,  be  had  declared  it  on  r^ord,  **  to 
be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a 
mere  pageant,  and  without  even  the  shadow  of 
authority,"  did  dissent  firom  the  same ;  and 
lie  did  encounge  the  said  nabob  or  rather  the 
eunuchs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Be- 
gtim,  to  oppose  himself  and  themselves  to  the 


authority  of  the  tud  court  of  directors ;  bj 
which  means  the  arrangement,  three  timri 
either  ratified  or  expressly  ordered  by  them, 
was  wholly  defeated;  the  aforesaid  corrupt 
system  was  continued ;  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn 
was  not  restored  to  his  office ;  and  a  lesson 
was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that 
the  declsLred  approbation,  the  avowed  sandioo, 
and  the  decided  authority  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors were  wholly  nugatory  to  their  protectioa 
against  the  corrupt  influence  of  their  servants. 

XXVIU.— That  the  said  Warren  Hasu 
ings,  on  a  reconciliation  with  Mr.  Frandi, 
one  of  the  counciUgeneral,  who  made  it  a  con- 
dition thereof,  tliat  certain  of  the  companyi 
orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  that  Mahomed 
Reza  Kh&n  shouU  be  restored  to  his  offices, 
did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwithstand- 
ing the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  nabob, 
and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  con- 
venience in  the  said  accommodation,  the  ar- 
rangement, which  he  had  unwarrantably  and 
illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  court  ol 
directors ;  and  did,  of  his  own  authority  and 
that  of  the  board,  restore  Mahomed  Rszi 
Kh&n  to  his  offices. 

XXIX.— That  soon  after  the  departort 
of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he  did  again  deprive 
the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  of  his  said 
offices,  and  did  make  several  great  changes  in 
the  constitution  of  the  criminal  justice  ia  the 
said  country ;  and  af\er  having,  under  pretence 
of  the  nabd>'s  sufficiency  for  the  management 
of  his  own  afiairs,  displaced,  without  any 
specific  charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever, 
the  said  Mahomed  RezaKh^in,  he  did  subniii 
the  said  nabob  to  the  entire  direction,  in  all 
parts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  owl 
nomination.  Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did 
order  an  account  of  the  most  minute  parts  offaii 
domestic  economy  to  be  made  out,  and  to  be 
delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the 
following  words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  bin 
entitled,  INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  go- 
vemour-general  to  the  Nabob  Mobarek  ul 
Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  managiH 
ment  of  his  affairs :  ^*  you  will  be  pleassd 
to  direct  your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  ae* 
count  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your  monthly  ei* 
penses,  such  as  servants  wages  in  the  diff^ 
rent  departments,  pensi'Mis,  and  other  allcw* 
ances,  as  well  as  of  th«  estimated  amount  if 
▼ariable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  Join 
Doyley,  for  my  irupeetion,  I  have  givei 
such  orders  to  Sir  John  Doyley  as  will  ena* 
ble  him  to  propose  to  you  luch  reductiooi  oi 
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dwiared,  "  that  with  hini  [the  Mo-  a  lattfer  to  him  from  hii  a^nt  Major  Browne^ 
ipri]  our  oonneiion  had  been  a  long  time  iim-  dated  at  Delhi,  on  the  SOth  of  December, 
ponded,  and  he  \oi$hed  never  to  see  it  renewed,  1783,  riz.  that  letter,  to  which  the  foregoing 
mM  it  had  prored  a  fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  references  are  made,  in  which  the  said  Browno 
BflOfal,  and  the  treasury  of  the  company,  did   directly   press,  and   indirectly   (though 
^rithoot  yielding  one  advantage  or  possible  re-  sufficiently   and   strongly)    suggest   several 
momrc9,  even  of  remote  benefits,  in  return,"  highly  dangerous  measures  for  realizing  the 
mho  said  Warren  Hastings  did  nevertheless,  general  offers  and  engagements  of  the  said 
CHI  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783,  with  Warren  Hastings ; — proposing,  that  besides  a 
Vho  privity  and  consent  of  the  members  of  the  proportion  of  field-artillery,  and  a  train  of 
baard,  but  by  no  authoritative  act,  despatch,  battering  cannon  for  the  purpose  of  sieges, 
ma  afents  of  him  the  govemour-general  only,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  in  the  company's  ser* 
not  as  agents  of  the  govemour-general  vice  should  be  transferred  to  that  of  the  said 
eooncil,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  cerw  king,  and  that  certain  other  corps  should  also 
persons,    among   whom   were    Major  be  laised  for  the  said  service  in  the  English 
and  Major  ENivy,  to  the  court  of  the  provinces  and  dependencies,  to  be  immedi- 
Ung  at  Delhi,  and  did  there  enter  into  cerw  ately  under  the  king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders, 
engagements  with  the  said  king  by  the  and  to  be  maintained  by  assignments  of  ter- 
of  those  agents,  and   did   carry  on  ritorisl  revenue  within  the  province  of  Oude, 
private  and  dangerous  intrigues  for  a  dependent  member  of  the  British  govem- 
Virious    purposes,  particularly    for   making  ment,  but  with  a  caution  against  having  any 
war  in  favour  of  the  said  king,  against  some  British  oflicer  with  the  same  ;  the  said  Major 
powers  or  princes  not  precisely  described,  but  Browne  expressing  his  caution  as  (blloweth ; 
which,  as  may  be  inferred  from  a  subsequent  — "  If  any  European   officer  be  with  this 
mrespondence,  were    certain    Mahomedan  corps,  a  very  nice  judgment  indeed  must  di« 
priacea    in  the   neighouiiiood  of  Delhi   in  rect  the  choice;  for  scarce  any  are  in  the 
•■ity  with  the  company,  and  some  of  them  smallest  degree jfS<  for  eueh  employ,  but  much 
at  Aat  time  in  the  actual  service,  and  in  the  more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good."    And  the 
ipparent  confidence  and  favour  of  the  said  letter  aforesaid  being  without  any  observation 
Mogul ;  and  he  did  order  Major  Browne  to  thereon,  or  any  disavowal  of  the  matters  of 
•fler  to  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  fact,  or  of  the  counsels  so  strongly  and  autho- 
mtHre  expense  of  any  troops  the  Sh&h  [the  ritatively  delivered  therein  by  the  said  War- 
Mi  king]  might  require ;  and  the  proposal  ren  Hastings's  agent,  and  without  any  mark 
acomdingly  accepted  with  the  conditions  of  disapfH^obation  of  any  part  of  his  plan, 
sed ;  by  which  proposal,  and  acceptance  whether  that  of  the  assignment  of  terrritory 
\  the  East-India  company  was  placed  bekmging  to   the  company's  allies  for  the 
ii  a  aituatioo  of  great  and  perplexing  diffi-  maintenance   of  troops,  which  were  to  bo 
•rily,  mace  either  they  were  to  engage,  at  an  by  that  plan  put  under  the  orders  of  a  foreign 
— H^^^  ejrpsfise,  in*  new  wars,  contrary  to  independent  power,  or  that  of  employing  the 
tfteir  orders,  contrary  to  their  general  declaiv  said  troops  without  any  British  officer  with 
%i  policy,  and  contrary  to  the  published  reio-  them ;  or  for  his  alarming  observation  by  him 
htioBS  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  whc^y  entering  on  the  company's  records,  which,  if 
itoMspatible  with  the  state  of  their  finances ;  not  an  implied  censure  on  the  nature  of  the 
%  to  ^reoorve  peace,  they  must  risk  the  inn  service,  in  which  British  officers  are  supposed 
paafion  of  a  new  violation  of  faith,  by  de-  improper  to  be  trusted,  is  a  strong  reflection 
lutiBg  from  an  agreement  made  on  the  vo-  on  the  character  of  the  British  officers,  which 
■■lary  proposal  of  their  own  government ;  was  to  render  them  unfit  to  be  employed  in 
lU  agent  of  the  said  Hastings  having  de-  anhooourableservice— the  said  Warren  Has- 
in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  by  tings  did  thereby  give  a  countenance  to  the 
eommunicated  to  the  board, "  that  the  bu-  said  unwarrantable  and  dangerous  proposals 
of  assisting  the  Sh4h  [the  Mogul  em-  and  reflections. 
r]  can  and  muai  go  on,  if  we  wish  to  be 

»  in  India,  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of  VI.— That,  a  considerable  time  bribre  the 

kilk  and  honour."  production  and  circulation  of  Major  Browne's 

letter,  the  said  Hastings  did  enter  a  minute 

Y— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  of    consultation,   containing   a   proposition 

<•  the  fOlh  day  of  January,  1784,  send  in  cir-  similar  in  the  general  intent  to  that  in  the 

laliiiun  to  the  other  members  of  the  council  said  letter  contained  for  assisting  the  Ma^ 
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with  8  military  force ;  but  the  other  membert  grant  breadi  and  violation  of  thev  orderti 

of  the  board  did  disagree  thereto,  and  being  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of  paiiiament 

alarmed  at  the  disposition  so  strongly  shown  to  obey. 
by  the  said  Hastings  to  engage  in  new  wan, 

and  dangerous  foreign  connexions,  and  possibly  VIII.— That  the  said   Hastings  baring 

having  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  his  early  in  the  year  1784  procured  to  himself  a 

agent,  did  call  upon  him  to  produce  his  in-  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper  provinces,  the 

stnictions  to  Major  Browne  ;  and  he  did,  on  councO,  being  well  aware  of  his  disposition  to 

the  5th  of  October,  1783,  and  not  before,  enter  engage  in  unwarrantable  designs  against  the 

on  the  consultations  a  certain  paper,  purport-  neighbouring  states,  did    expressly  confine 

ing  to  be  the  instructions  which  he  had  giren  his  powers  to  the  circumstance  of  his  actual 

to  Major  Browne  the  proceeding  March,  the  residence  within  the  company's  provinces;  but 

time  of  his,  the  said  Browne's  appointment ;  it  appears  that  ways  were  found  out,  by  which 

in  which  pretended  instructions  no  direction  he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautions  of  the 

whatsoever  was  given  to  the  eflect  of  his,  the  board  :   for  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

said  Hastings's  minute  of  consultation,  or  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  coun- 

propounded :  that  is  to  say,  no  power  was  try  of  Oude,  to  the  court  of  directors  a  certain 

given  in  the  said  instructions  to  make  a  di-  postscript  of  a  letter  dated  4th  of  May,  1784, 

rect  offer  of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  in  which  he  informs  the  court,  that  the  son 

form  the  arrangements  stated  by  the  said  and  heir-apparent  of  the  great  Mogul  had 

Browne,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  taken  refiige  with  him,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude ; 

as  having  been  made  by  the  expreia  authority  that  he  YuA  a  conference  with  that  prince  on 

of  the  said  Hastings  hiiAself.    But  the  said  the  10th  of  the  same  month  of  May,  "  no 

instructions  contained  nothing  further  on  that  person  being  either  present  or  within  hear* 

subject  but  a  conditional  direction,  that  in  ing"  during  the  same,  and  that  in  the  said 

case  a  military  force  should  be  required  for  conference  the  prince  had  informed  him  of 

the  Mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the  Major  is  the  distresses  of  his  father,  and  his  wish  for 

to  know  the  service  on  which  it  is  to  be  the   relief  of  the  king,  and  the  restoration 

employed,  and  the  resources  from  whence  it  of  the  dominions  of  his  house,  as  well  as  to 

is  to  be  paid  ;  and  the  instructions  produced  rescue  him  from  the  power  of  certain  per- 

as  his  real  instructions  by  the  said  Has-  sons  not  named,  who  degraded  him  into  a 

tings  are  so  guarded  as  to  caution  the  said  mere  instrument  c^  their  interested  and  sordid 

Browne  against  taking  any  part  in  the  tn-  designs ;  and  that  on  a  failure  of  his  applica- 

triguesof  those  who  are  about  theking's person,  tion  to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  his 

By  which  letters,  instructions,  and  transac-  (ather,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to 

tions,  compared  with  each  other,  it  appears  England ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

that   the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  six  did  give  him  an  answer  to  the  following  dP 

months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  feet : "  That  our  [the  British]  government  had 

Company's  order)   any  instructions  to  the  just  obtained  relief  froftt  a  state  of  universal 

laid  Browne,  did  at  last  enter  a  false  paper  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose  ;  that 

as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret  our  whole  nation  was  weary  of  war,  and 

instructions  totally  different  from,  and  even  dreaded  the  renewal  of  it,   and  would  frs 

opposite   to,  his  public    ostensible  instruc-  equally  alarmed  at  any  movementf  of  loMcA 

tions,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council,  and  to  it  could  not  see  the  issue  or  progreu^  hut 

carry  on,  with  less  obstructions,  dark  and  dan-  which  might  eventually  tend  to  create  new  Aes- 

gerous  intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  tilities,  that  he  came  hither  [to  LudmowJ 

court  of  directors,  to  the  true  policy  of  this  with  a  limited  authority,  and  OMild  not,  if  he 

kingdom,  and  to  the  safe^  of  the  British  pes-  chose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of  that  na^ 

sessions  in  the  east.  ture  without  tluB  concurrence  of  his  coUeagnat 

in  qfice,  who  he  believed  would  he  oosrse  fe 

VII. — That  the  said  letter  from  Major  if ,  that  he  wouki  represent  the  same  to  the 

Browne  was  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  joint  members  of  his  own  government,  and 

transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  without  wait  their  determmation.    In  the  mean  tiBM 

being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the  previ-  he  advised  the  prince  to  make  advaxices  to 

oos  correspondence ;  by  which  wilful  con-  Madajee  Scindia,  both  because  cur  govern- 

cealroent  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guil-  mentioosminlimaleamlnoomeoiinednoiiwith 

ty  of  «n  high  and  criminal    disrespect  to  him,  and  because  he  was  the  effectual  head  of 

the  court  of  directors,  and  of  a  most  fla-  the  Mahratta  state ;  besides,  that  he,  the  snid 
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ffarren    HasUd^,  feared   his    ^ScindU*!]  his  said  positive  and  recent  engagements,  or 

liking  the  other  side  of  the  question,  unless  without  giving  any  explanation  with  regard 

he  was  early  prevented."  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must 

appear  to  the  said  prince,  either  as  the  person 
IX.— Tb^t,  in  the  statement  of  this  dis-  not  only  contracting  engagements,  but  actu- 
tourse,  there  is  much  criminal  reserve  to-  ally  being  the  first  mover  and  proposer  of 
wanb  the  court  of  directors,  it  not  appearing  them,  without  any  authority  from  his  eol» 
distinctly  what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the  leagues,  and  against  theirs  and  the  general  in- 
farsoos  concerned,  nor  •  what  the  side  was,  clination  of  the  British  nation,  and  on  that 
vhich  be  apprehended  the  Mahrattas  might  ground  not  to  be  trusted ;  or  that  he  had  used 
Ake,  if  not  prevented  by  his  advances ;  and  this  plea  of  disagreement  between  him  and 
JB  the  discourse  itself  there  were  many  parti-  his  council  as  a  pretence,  set  up  without  co- 
colan  highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  lour  or  decency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his 
the  said  conversation,  in  which  he  describes  own  engagements ;  leaving  the  princes  and 
himself  as  declining  a  compliance  with  the  states  of  the  country  no  solid  ground,  on 
nqueat  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aver-  which  they  can  or  ought  to  contract  with  the 
■oo  (therein  strongly  expressed)  of  his  col-  company,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  all  pub- 
leagues,  of  the  company,  and  of  the  whole  lie  confidence,  and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  the 
British  nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures,  national  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom. 
whidi  might  even  '^  eventually  lead  to  hottilim 

tiss" — be  spoke  to  the  prince  as  if  he  had  X. — That,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  offers,  which  place,  Lucknow,  the  16th  of  the  following 
bat  Bto  months  before  had  been  made  to  the  June,  1784,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 
king his  father  on  the  part  (^  that  very  go-  forms  the  court  of  directors,  that  Major 
temment  (whose  repugnance  to  such  mea-  Browne,  their  agent  to  the  Mo^^ul,  had  arriv- 


he    then  for  the  first  time  chose  to     ed  there  in  the  character  also  of  agent  from 
profea,  but  which  he  always  had   known)     the    Mogul  with  two  sets  of  instructions 


Aroogfa  Major  Browne  the  company's  repre-  from  two  opposite  parties  in  his  ministry, 

Mutative  at  the  court  of  Delhi,  "  to  provide  for  which  instructions  were  directly  contrary  to 

the  entire  expense  of  any  troops,  which  the  each  other;  the  first,  which  were  the  ostensible 

abih  [the  king]  might  require  ;*'  and  that  this  instructions,  bemg  to  engage  the  said  Hast- 


"  what  tl^e  resident   had  always  pro-  ings,  in  the  Mogul's  name,  to  enter  into  a 

poaed  to  the  king,  and  his  confidential  mbis-  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  with  the  chief  of 

tars ;"  the  said   Browne  further  declaring,  the  country,  then  minister  to  the  said  Mogul, 

**  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the  said  propo*  called  Afllrasaib  Kh&n  ;  the  second  were  from 

oals,  certain  arrangements  for  the  sh^'s  ser-  another  principal  person,  called  Mudjed  ul 

Tioe,  by  troops,  were  not  immediately  ordered,  Dowla,  also  a  minister  of  the  said  Mogul 

in  his  opinion  all  our  |l£nglish  government's]  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  eoi\fidential,  for 

^ers  and  promises  will   be  considered  as  distinction ;)  which  were  directly  destructive 

&lae  and  insidious."    This  being  the  known  of  the  former ;  and  the  said  latter  instruc- 

state  of  the  business,  as  represented  by  the  tions,  to  which  it  seems  credence  was  to  be 

■aid  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  pub-  given,  were  sent  "  under  the  most  solemn  ad- 

lic  opinion  of  it,  although  to  impose  on  the  jurations  of  secrecy."    The  purpose  of  these 

ignorance  of  the  prince  with  regard  to  the  latter  and  secret  instructions  was  to  require 

proceedings  at  his  father's  court  would  have  the  company's  aid  in  freeing  the  Mogul  from 

baen  unworthy  in  itself,  yet   he,  the  said  the  oppressions  of  his  servants,  namely,  from 

Warren  Hastings,  could  not  hope  to  succeed  the  oppressions  of  the  said  jiffrasaiby  be- 

hi  socb  imposition,  as  in  the  postscript  afore-  Iween  whom  and  the  company  Major  Browne 

Mid  he  represents  the  said  prince  [who  was  (at  once  agent  to  that  company,  and  to  two 

the  king's  eldest  son,  and  thirty-six  years  of  opposite  factions  in  the  Mogul's  court)  ao- 

■ge]  as  a  person  of  considertd)le  qualifica-  cepted  a  power  to  make  a  treaty  of  mutual 

tioiM,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  trans-  alliance  under  the  sanction  of  his  sovereign  ; 

Mtioos  at  his  father's  court,  and  as  one,  who  and   it  does  not  appear,  that  be,  Warren 

bad  long  held  thepnnctpo/  and  most  active  Hastings,  did  discountenance  the  double  deal* 

part  in  the  little  that  remained  of  the  odintii-  ing  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his  and  th« 

MCroCion  of  Sh&h  AUum.    And  the  said  Hast-  company's  minister  at  that  court ;  or  did  disa- 

ings  conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instruct-  tow  any  particular  in  the  letter  from  him  the 

wi  without  making  the  slightest  allusions  to  said  Browne,  of  the  30th  of  December,  178S, 
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tUtiof  Um  ofiera  made  on  hb  put  to  the  wu   radi,   tfnt  tbeir  re— ntiMit  of 

Mogul,  so  contradictory  to  bii  late  declan-  clandeetine  interierciice  was  to  be  dreaded 

tiona  to  the  heir  apparent  of  that  mooardi,  or  but  that,  where  the  powera  were  weak  and  frm- 

did  gire  any  r^rimand  to  the  said  Browne,  gile,  auch  intrigues  might  be  allowed. 
Of  did  show  any  mark  of  displeasure  against 

him,  as  having  acted  without  orders,  but  did  XIII.— That  the  sakl  Hastings,  further  to 

again  send  him  with  renewed  ooosequenoe,  to  persuade  the  court  of  directors  to  inrolve 

Ihe  court  aforesaid.  themselTea  in  the  aflairs  of  the  Mogul,  and  to 

reconcile  this  measure  with  his  former  coo- 
XI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  duct  and  declared  opinions,  did  write  to  them 
itill  pursuing  his  said  evil  designs,  did  apply  to  the  following  effect ;  that  "  at  that  former 
to  the  council  for  discretionary  powera  rela-  period,  to  whidi  the  ancient  policy  with  re- 
live to  the  intrigues  and  factions  in  the  Mogul's  gard  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the  king's  authori- 
court,  giving  assurances  of  his  resolution  ty  was  sufficiently  respected  [which  he  knew 
not  to  proceed  against  their  sense ;  but  the  not  to  be  true,  having  himself  declared,  in 
said  council,  being  fully  aware  oThis  disposi-  bis  minote  of  the  I6th  of  October,  1774, 
tion,  and  having  Major  Browne's  letter,  re-  *  that  he  remained  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capi- 
corded  by  himself,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tal  of  the  empire,  a  mcrs  €j^>her  in  the  admin- 
before  them,  did  refuse  to  grant  the  said  dia-  istration  of  it*]  to  maintain  itself  against 
cretionary  powera ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  did  common  vicissitudes.  That  he  would  net 
exhort  him  "  roost  sedulously  and  cautiously  have  advised  interference  if  the  king  himself 
to  avoid,  in  his  correspondence  with  thediffe-  retained  the  exercise  of  it,  however  feMtf  in 
rent  princes  in  India,  whatever  may  commit,  bia  own  hands.  That  if  it  [the  Mogul's 
or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation  of  com-  authority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  ex- 
mitting,  the  company,  either  as  to  their  army  tinction,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  wkat  pcwtr 
or  treasure ;"  observing,  **  that  the  compa-  mtqf  ariu  ouiqfitM  ruin»t  or  what  events  may 
ny's  ordera  are  positive  against  their  interfe-  be  linked  in  the  same  chain  of  revolution 
fence  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the  with  it :  but  your  interests  m^  suffer  by  it — 
country  powers.**  year  reputation  eertau^  wU,  as  bis  right  to 

our  assistance  has  been  tomdantly  adautw^ 
XII. — That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  Udgtdj  and  by  a  train  of  consequences,  to 
and  natural  interpretation  given  by  the  coun-  which  our  government  has,  not  intentionally, 
cil  to  the  ordera  of  the  court  of  directora,  and  given  birth ;  but  most  especially  by  the  move- 
to  justify  his  dangerous  intrigues,  the  said  ments,  which  iU  ii\fbune»i  by  too  near  on  op- 
Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  proach  has  excited,  it  has  mifortunately  be- 
June,  1784,  to  the  said  court,  did,  in  a  moat  come  the  efficient  instrument  of  a  great  por- 
insolent  and  contemptuous  manner,  endeav-  tion  of  the  king's  present  distresses  and  dan- 
our  to  perauade  them  of  their  ignorance  of  gera ;"  intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied  ob- 
tbe  true  sense  of  their  own  ordera,  and  to  acurity  of  his  expressions  will  permit  any 
limit  their  prohibition  of  interference  with  thing  to  be  discerned)  that  bia  own  late  io- 
the  disputes  of  the  country  powera  to  such  trignes  had  been  among  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
country  powera  as  are  permanent ;  express-  tresses  and  dangere,  which,  by  new  intrigues, 
ing  himself  as  follows :  "  The  faction,  which  be  did  pretend  to  remove :  and  he  did  con- 
now  surrounds  the  throne  [the  Mogul's  dude  this  part  of  his  letter  with  acme  looao 
throne]  is  widely  different  from  the  idea  which  general  expressions  of  his  caution  not  to  affect 
your  commands  are  intended  to  convey  by  the  company's  interests  or  revenues  1^  any 
the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  generally  neasures  he  might  at  that  time  take, 
•pplied  them,  of  oouniry  powere^  to  whidi 

that  of  permanent  ie  a  neeeteary  adjunct;  Xiy.^That  the  principle,  so  for  as  the 

and  which  may  be  mmre  properly  compared  same  hath  been  directly  avowed,  of  the  said 

to  a  splendid  bubble,  which   the   slightest  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as  al- 

breath  of  opposition  may  dissipate  with  every  together  irrational,  and  the  pretended  object 

trace  of  its  existoice."    By  which  construe-  as  impracticable,  as  the  means  taken  in  pur- 

tion  the  said  Hastings  did  endeavour  to  per-  suit  of  it  were  fraudulent  and  dishonourable, 

Buade  the  court  of  directora,  that  they  meant  namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in  some 

to  confine  their  prohU>ition  of  sinister  in-  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and  to 

trigoes  to  those  powera  only,  who  could  not  his  fi«e-agency  in  the  conduct  of  his  affaira. 

be  easily  hurt  by  them,  and  whoae  strength  For  the  said  Hastings,  at  the  very  time,  is 
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which  ha  tfid  with  the  greatest  apparent  earn*  (besides  the  total  tvant  of  all  military  and 

•niMPe   ur^e   the   purpose,  which   he  pre-  civil  ahility)  possessed  no  territories,  troops, 

taoded  to  have  in  view,  with  regard  to  the  or  other  means  of  serving  and  supporting 

£cnity  and  liberty  uf  the  Moful  emperotnr,  him ;  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  ii>» 

did  represent  him  as  a  person  wholly  disquali-  fluence  over  his  master ;  neither  doth  the  said 

fed,  and  evea  todisjioved,  Co  take  any  ao-  Hastings  free  him  any  more  than  the  persons 

tiva  part  whatsoever  in  the  <y)ndtfci  of  his  more  efficient,  who  were  to  be  destroyed, 

own  aflhin ;  and  thst  any  cili^i|*t  for  that  from  a  disposition  to  alienate  the  king  from 

pBfpQse  would  bo  ntterty  irapracUiiih'.e  :  and  an  atention  to  his  affairs,  and  from  all  oonfi* 

this  be  Iwth  stated  to  the  C'Urt  of  directors  as  dence  in  his  own  fiamily ;  but,  on  the  contr*- 

a  natter  of  public  notoriety,  in  his  said  letter  ry,  he  brings  him  forward  as  the  very  first 

of  ^  16th  of  Juii^,  1784,  in  the  following  among  the  instance  he  adduces  to  eiempUQr 

sBphatical  and  decisive  terms :  the  practices  of  the  ministers  against  their 

**  Feu  need  not  h*  told  the  clianrter  of  the  rcverci^  and  his  children. 
king,  whose  inertness,  and  the  labit  of  long 

suffering,  has  debased  his  dignity  and  (ho  XTL— -Thai  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

fbrtunea  of  his  house  beyomi  the  pov^er  of  re»  recommending  in  general  terms,  and  yet  con- 

Irietmg  tUker  the  one  or  Ae  other.    Whilst  demning  in  detail,  cvirv  part  of  his  own  pre- 

his  personal  repose  is  undisturbed ,  ho  will  tended  plan,  as  impracticable  in  itself,  and  ai 

frtfer  to  live  in  the  menneet  uate  qf  indi'  undertaken  in  fhvour  of  persons,  all  of  whom 

ftaes,  under  the  rule  of  men  whose  views  are  he  describes  as  incapable,  and  the  principal 

bounded  by  avarice,  and   (he  power,  which  as  indisposed  to  avail  himself  thereof,  must 

they  derive  from  his  authority,  rather  than  have  had  some  other  motives  for  this  long,  in* 

esBunit  any  share  of  it  to  his  own  sons,  though  tricate,  dark,  and  Isborious  proceeding  with 

hit  affection  for  them  is  boundless  in  every  the  Mogul,  which  must  bo  sought  in  his  ao- 

•ther  respect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  found*  tions,  and   tho  evident  drift  and   tendenqr 

•d  on  the  experience  of  a  very  different  com-  thereof,   and  in   declarations,  which    were 

bination  of  those  circumstances,  which  once  brought  otK  hy  him  to  serve  other  purposes, 

lerved  as  a  temptation  and  example  of  im-  but  which  serve  fully  to  eiplain  his  real  in- 

hwfiil  ambition  in  the  princes  of  the  royal  tentions  in  ihu  intrigue, 

lise.      Hb  ministers,  from  a  policy  more  « 

reasonable,  have  constantly  emplojrod  every  XVII. — That  the  other  members  of  the 

■eaas  of  influence  to  confirm  this  dispoei-  council-general   having  abundantly  certified 

tioo,  and  to  prevent  his  sons  from  having  any  their  averseness  to  his  intrigues,  and  even 

duue  in  the  distribution  of  affairs,  so  as  to  baring  shown  apprehensions  of  his  going  per- 

have  established  a  complete  usurpation  of  the  sonally  to  the  Mogul  and  the  Mahrattas  for 

royal  prerogative  under  its  own  sanction  and  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  same,  the  said 

patronage.**  Hastings  was  driven  headlong  to  acts,  which 

did  much  more  openly  indicate  the  true  nature 

XV.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  purpose  of  his  machinations ;  for  he  at 
liaviag  given  this  opinion  of  the  sovereign,  length  recurred  directly,  and  with  little  dis- 
fcr  whose  freedom  he  pretended  so  anxious  a  guise,  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  did  open  an  iiH 
eoncem,  did  describe  the  minister,  with  whom  trigue  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  to 
be  had  long  acted  in  concurrence,  and  from  confess,  in  his  letter  aforesaid  of  the  16th 
whom  he  had  just  received  the  extraordinary  June,  1784,  that  the  exception,  which  he  con- 
secret  embassy  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  tended  to  be  implied  in  the  orders  of  the  court 
effecting  the  deliverance  of  his  master,  the  of  directors,  forbidding  the  intermeddling  in 
Mogul,  from  the  usurpations  of  hie  mtmsters,  the  disputes  of"  tho  country  powers,**  name- 
as  follows :  *'  The  first  minister,  Mudjud  nl  ly,  **  powers  not  permanent,**  did  hy  no  means 
Dowla,  is  totally  deficient  in  every  military  apply  to  the  Mahrattas ;  and  he  informs  the 
ipiality ;  conceited  of  his  own  superiour  ta-  court  of  directors,  that  he  did,  on  the  very 
lents ;  and  formed  to  the  practice  of  thai  first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the 
crooked  policy  which  generaUy  defeate  ite  own  Mogul*s  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  Anderson, 
parpess,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  mas-  to  apprise  the  Mahratta  chief,  Sc'ndia,  of 
ter.*  The  reality  of  the  said  attachment  that  event ;  "  for  which,  as  he  was  unprepared, 
wsr  not  improbable,  but  altogether  useless,  as  he  desired  his  [the  said  Scindia*8]  advice  for 
the  said  mmister  was  the  only  one  among  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  it.**  Whtdi 
iW  principal  persons  about  the  king,  who  method  of  callmg  for  the  adrioe  of  a  (oteigi 
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power  to  regulate  his  political  conduct,  in-  ratta  chief.  It  if  plain,  tberelbr«|  that  be 
stead  of  being  regulated  therein  by  the  advice  did  all  along  concur  with  the  Mahrattas  ia 
of  the  British  council  and  the  standing  orders  their  designs  against  the  said  king  and  hit 
of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  procedure  ministers,  under  the  treacherous  pretence  oft 
highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  supporting  the  authority  of  the  former  against 
by  his  not  communicating  the  said  correspon-  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  and  effect  the  ruic 
donee  to  the  council-general,  as  by  his  duty  he  of  them  sJl.  For,  first,  he  did  give  evil  ano 
was  bound  to  do ;  but  it  does  abundantly  fraudulent  counsel  to  the  heir  apparent  cf  Iho 
prove  his  concert  with  the  Mahrattas  in  all  Mogul  "to  make  advances  to  the  Mahrattas," 
that  related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  Mogul  whoa  be  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  con- 
court,  which  were  carried  on  agreeably  to  curred  in,  the  designs  of  that  state  against 
their  advice,  and  n  subserviency  to  their  views  his  father's  [the  Mogul's  dominions ;  ai^  fur- 
and  purposes.  ther  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince,  did 

assert,  that  **  our  government "  [meaning  the 

XVIII. — That,  in  consequence  of  the  British  government]   was  in    intimate  and 

cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  chief  sworn  connexion  with  Mahadajee  Scindia," 

£kindia  did  send  his  "  familiar  and  confiden-  when   no   alliance,  offensive  or    defensiTe, 

tial  ministers  "  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  be-  appears  to  exist  between  the  said  Scindia  and 

ing  at  Lucknow,  with  whom  the  said  Hast-  the  East-India  company,  nor  can  exist,  oth- 

ings  did  hold   several    secret   c<mferences,  erwise  than  in  virtue  of  some  secret  agree* 

without  any  secretary,  or  other  assistant;  ment  between  him  the  said  Scindia  and  War« 

and  the  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  ren  Hastings,  entered  into  by  the  latter  with- 

the  court  of  directors  any  minutes  thereof^  out  the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues,  and  the 

but  hath  purposely  involvMi  even  the  general  government,  and  never  communicated  to  the 

effect  and  tendency  of  these  conferences  in  court  of  directors.    And  secondly,  he  did,  in 

such  obscurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise  poesi-  order  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas, 

ble  to  perceive  the  drift  and  tendency  of  the  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogu 

same,  but  by  the  general  scope  of  counsels  and  his  authority  by  setting  on  foot,  through 

and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the  Mogul,  the  aforesaid  Major  Browne,  sundry  perplex- 

and  of  the  Mahrattas  together,  and  by  the  fi-  ed  and  intricate  negotiatoins,  contrary  to  pub- 

nal  event  of  the  whole,  which  is  sufficiently  lie  &ith,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British  na- 

risible.    For,  tion ;  by  which  he  did  exceedingly  increase  the 

confusion  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's  court, 

XIX. — That  the  said  Hastings  had  de-  exposing  the  said  Mogul  to  new  indignities, 

clared,  in  his  said  letter  of  the  16th  June,  insults,  and  distresses,  and  almost  all  of  the 

1784,  that  the  Mogul's  right  to  our  assistance  northren  parts  of  India  to  great  and  ruinous 

had  been  constantly  acknowledged ;  that  the  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of  the 

Mogul  had  been  oppressed  by  the  lesser  Ma-  principal  chicflains,  some  of  them  possessing 

homedan  princes  in  the  character  of  his  offi-  the  territories  lately  belonging  to  Kudjiff 

cers  of  state,  and  military  commanders ;  and  Cawn,  and  maintaining  among  them  eighty 

be  did  plainly  intimate,  that  the  said  Mogul  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some 

ought  to  be  relieved  from  that  servitude.   And  of  which  chieib  were  the  ministers  aforesaid, 

be  did,  in  giving  an  account  to  the  court  of  being  cut  off  by  their  mutual  dissentions, 

directors  of  the  conferences  aforesaid,  assure  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at  length  deliver- 

them,  that "  his  inclinations  [the  inclinations  ed  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  be- 

of  the  Mahratta  chief  aforesaid]  were  not  came  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  royal  army ; 

very  dissimilar   from  his  own ;"  and    that  and  the  person  of  the  Mogul,  with  the  ose  of 

«  neither  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  all  his  pretensions  and  claims,  fell  into  the 

would  he  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  mea-  hands  of  a  nation  already  too  powerful,  to- 

•ores,  which  shall  tend  to  weaken  their  con-  gether  with    an  extensive  territory,  which 

nexion,  nor  in  thii  even  to  oppote  hit  [the  said  entirely  covers  the  compsny's  possessions  and 

dtieTs]  inclinatione ;"  the  said  Hastings  well  dependencies  on  one  side,  and  particularly 

knowing,  as  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  those  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
has  confessed,  that  the  inclinations  of  the  said 

Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's  territo-  XX. — That  the  circumstances  of  tkoM 
ries,  and  that  he  himself  did  secretly  concur  countries  did,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sak.  War- 
therein,  though  he  did  not  formally  insert  his  ren  Hastings  himself,  sufficiently  indicate  tc 
eooourrence  in  the  treaty  with  the  said  Mah-  him  the  necessity  of  not  'aggrandixing  any 
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^wfAtsoeirer  on  tlieir  borders,  he  having  And  finally,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  con- 

the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  16th  of  June,  tradiction  to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own 

giTeo  a  deliberate  opinion  of  the  situation  of  concerning  the  necessity  of  curbing  the  power 

Ottde,  in  the  words  following :  "  that,  whilst  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  to  the  principle  of  sundry 

we  are  at  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  measures  undertaken  by  himself  professedly  for 

is  oaly  in  this  quarter  that  your  possessions  un-  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  house  of 

ier  the  government  of  Bengal  are  vulnerable."  commons,  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  £8th 

And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter  state,  that,  May,  1782,  against  any  measures,  that  tend- 

<  iftkings  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that  ed  to  unite  the  dangerous  powers  of  the  Mah* 

time  with  a  divided  government,"  [viz.  the  ratta  empire  under  one  active  command,  has 

ooaqiany's  and  the  vizier's,  which  government  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  company,  that, 

he  M  himself  established,  and  under  which  it  **  while  Scindia  lives,  every  accession  of  ter- 

•ver  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst  the  ritory  obtained  by  him  will  be  an  advantage 

said  country  continues  in  a  state  of  depend-  to  this  [the  British]  government ;''  which,  If 

ence]   **  the  tUghteat  shock  from  a  foreign  it  was  true  as  respecting  the  personal  dia- 

hand,  or  even  an  aeeidenial  internal  eommo-  positions  of  Scindia,  which  there  is  no  rea- 

fiow,  might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confu-  son  to  believe,  yet  it  was  highly  criminal  to 

aioo,  and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequen-  establish  a  power  in  the  Mahrattas,  which 

C6S."    In  this  perilous  situation  he  made  the  must  survive  the  man,  in  confidence  of  whoM 

abofve-recited  sacrifices  to  the  ar^.bition  of  the  personal  dispositions  a  power  more  than  per- 

Biahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  actively  coun-  sonal  was  given,  and  which  may  hereafter 

tenaace  and  forward  their  r>oceeding8,  and  fall  into  hands  disposed  to  make  a  more  ho>- 

with  ao  full  a  sense  of  *!ieir  effect,  that  in  tile  use  of  it. 
hia  minute  of  the  9^  December,  1784,  he 

hmm  declared-  tnat  in  the  countries,  which  XXII. — That  in  consequence  of  all  the 

border  o*  'Jtb  dominions  of  the  nabob  vizier,  beforc-recited  intrigues,  the  Mogul  emperour 

or  OB  fjat  quarter  of  our  own,  in  effect  there  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  he,  the 

m  tj  Qiker  power.**    And  he  did  further  ad-  said  Mogul,  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the 

v'.t,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  chief  head  of  the  Mahratta  state  to  be  vicegerent 

albrcaaid,  so  near  the  borders  of  the  nabob*a  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an  authority  which  su- 

dofninions,  was  no  cause  of  suspicion ;  for,  persedes  that  of  vizier,  and  has  thereby  con- 

"  tliat  it  is  the  effect  of  ki$  oum  «o/tato<um,  solidated  in  the  Mahratta  state  all  the  powers 

and  is  m  far  the  effect  of  an  act  of  that  go-  acknowledged  to  be  of  legal  authority  in  lo- 

remmeat.  dia ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  ac- 
quired, and  have  actually  already  attempted 

XXI.— That,  in  further  pursuit  of  the  to  use,  the  said  claims  of  general  super!- 

saflM  pernicious  design,  he,  tlie  said  Warren  ority  against  the  company  itself;  the  Mah- 

Hastings  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to  with-  rattas  claiming  a  right  in  themselves,  to  a 

drmw  a  very  great  body  of  the  British  troops  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  provin* 

out  of  the  nabob's  dominions;    asserting,  ces  in  the  company's  possession,  and  claiming, 

however  truly,  yet  indirect  contradiction  to  hu  in  right  of  the  Mogul,  the  tribute  due  to  him ; 

own  declarations,    that  **  this    government  by  which  actings  and  doings  the  said  Hastings 

[meaning  the  British  government]  has  not  any  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought  the  Bri- 

rigfat  to  force  defoice  with  its  maintenance  tish  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  oo 

opoo  him  "  [the  nabob ;]  and  he  did  thus  not  the  Mahratta  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to 

only  avewedly  aggrandize  the  Mahratta  state,  the  aforesaid  enormous  claims  a  proportion- 

mad  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but  ed  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during  his  stay 

did  as  avowedly  detain  their  captain-general  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its  in- 

tn  force  on  that  very  frontier,  not  withstand-  crease :  for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one 

tisf  he  was  well    apprized    that    they  had  great  object  of  the  Mahratta  policy  is  to 

doaigBs  against  those  dependent  territories  of  unite  under  their  dominion  the  nation  or  reli- 

Oode,  whKh  they  had  with  difficulty  been  per-  gious  sect  of  the  seiks,  who  being  a  people 

•uaded,  even  in  appearance,  to  include  in  the  abounding  with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large 

treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they  have  never  re-  territories,  would  extend  the  Mahratta  power 

their  claims  upon  c«lain  large  and  over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to  tba 


vmloabla  portions  of  them,  and  have  shown  north-west  of  India. 

•ndent  signs  of  their  intentions,  on  tlie  first 

opportmiity ,  of  asserting  and  enforcing  thenu  XXIH.— That  the  said  Warren  Haitinfi, 
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Ibrtlier  to  ftugmeot  the  power  of  the  eaid  Mab-  the  nid  Haftingi,  bemg  detennined  to  pur- 
rattas,  and   to  endanger   the  aafety  of  the     sue  hii  scheme  for  aggrandizing,  at  any  rate, 

British  possessions,  having  established    in  the  Mahratta  power,  in  whose  adult  growth, 

force  the  said  Mahrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  and  the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could  see  no 

afore  recited,  and  finding  the  council-general  danger,  did  pursue  the  draign  of  war  against 

averse  in  that  situation  to  the  withd^wing  a  nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its  infancy, 

the  Brituh  forces  therefrom,  and  for  disband-  from  whom  he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in 

ing  them  to  the  extent  required  by  the  said  whose  present  state  of  government  he  did  aot 

Hastings,  did  in  a  minute  of  the  4th  Decem-  apprehend   any    mischief  whatsoever ;    and 

ber,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposition,  that,  finding  the  council  fixed  and  determined  oq 

contrary  to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  should  not  d^banding  the  frontier  regiments,  and 

not  be  reduced,  propose  to  employ  them  under  thinking,  that  therein  he  had  found  an  advan- 

the  command  of  the  Mogul's  son,  then  under  tage,  be  did  ground  thereon   the  following 

the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas,  in  a  war  proposition: 

against  the  aforesaid  people  or  religious  sect  "  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is 
called  f  eiks,  defending  the  same  on  the  follow-  to  be  continued,  it  may  be  surely  better  cdd- 
ing  principles :  **  I  feel  the  sense  of  an  obli-  tinned  for  some  useful  purpose,  than  to  keep 
gation  imposed  on  me,  by  the  supposition  I  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps  de- 
have  made,  to  state  the  mode  of  rendering  the  signed  merely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters, 
detachment  of  use  in  its  prescribed  station,  On  this  ground,  therefore,  and  on  the  sup- 
And  of  affording  the  appearance  of  a  cause  position  premised,  I  revert  to  my  original 
for  its  retention/'  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  prince's  plan ; 

but  as  this  will  require  some  qualification 
XXIV. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  ad-  in  the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state  my  re- 
mit, that  there  was  no  present  danger  to  the  commendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  pro- 
company's  possessions  from  that  nation,  which  position,  viz.  That  if  it  shall  be  tlie  resolu- 
could  justify  him  in  such  a  war,  as  he  had  de-  tion  of  the  board  to  continue  the  detachment 
dared,  that  the  Mahrattas  were  the  only  now  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sir 
power,  that  bordered  on  the  company's  posses-  John  Cumming  at  Furruckabad ;  and  if  the 
sions  and  those  of  the  vizier ;  but  he  did  as-  prince  Mirza  Jehander  Sh&hshall  apply,  wUM 
sign  as  a  reason  for  going  to  war  with  them,  the  authority  of  (he  hingf  and  the  etnicurrence 
tlwir  military  and  enthusiastic  spirit ;  the  <if  Madajte  Scindioj  for  the  assistuice  of  an 
hardiness  of  their  natural  constitution  ;  the  English  military  force,  to  act  in  conjunction 
dangers,  which  might  arise  from  them  in  ^'vith  him,  to  expel  the  seiks  from  the  tor- 
some  future  time,  if  they  should  ever  happen  ritories,  of  wliich  they  have  lately  possessed 
to  be  united  under  one  head,  they  existing  at  themselves  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may 
present  in  a  state  little  different  from  anarchy;  be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  de- 
and  he  did  predict  great  danger  from  them,  tachment  allotted  to  that  service  as  shall  be 
and  at  no  very  remote  period,  *'  if  this  people  hereafler  judged  adequate  to  it." 
be  permitted  to  grow  into  maturity  without 

interruption."  And  though  he  doth  pretend,  XXVI.—That  the  said  Warren  Hasting? 
that  the  solicitations  of  the  heir  apparent  of  did,  in  the  said  proposal,  endeavour  tocircum- 
the  Mogul,  who,  he  says,  did  repeatedly  and  vent  and  overreach  the  council-general,  by 
earnestly  solicit  him  to  obtain  the  permission  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  compliance 
to  use  the  company's  troops  for  the  purpose  with  their  resolution  into  a  real  and  substan- 
afuresaid,  had  weight  with  him ;  yet  he  doth  tial  opposition  to,  and  disappointment  thereof, 
declare,  as  he  expresses  himself  in  the  min-  For  his  first  proposal  was  to  withdraw  tht 
ute  aforesaid,  that  "  a  stronger  impulse^  aris-  company's  troops  from  the  vizier's  country,  on 
ing  from  the  hope  of  blasting  the  growth  of  a  the  pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the  bur- 
generation,  whoso  strength  might  become  fatal  then  of  that  establishment,  but  in  re&lity  with 
to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mind  for  a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahratta  preten- 
fupporting  his  wishes."  sions  on  that  province,  which  wo>i.d  then  b« 

deprived  of  the  means  of  defence.  And 
XXV.-— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  the  council  rejected  the  said  proposal, 
afler  forcibly  recommending  the  plan  afore-  on  the  express  ground  of  danger  to  the  pro- 
said,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  did,  "  in  vince,  by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattas  tht 
his  judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages,  which  restraint  of  our  troops,  the  said  Hastings, 
might  arise  from  a  compliance  with  it."    Yet  finding  his  first  scheme  in  favour  of  the  Mah* 
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rattas  aguntt  the  proTinces  dependent  on  the  judgment  of  the  senranta  in  that  settlement, 

rwnpany  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  coun-  and  to  gain  from  them  a  factious  countenance 

dl  to  concur  in  tlie  said  measure  of  withdraw-  and  support,  previous  to  the  judgment  and 

ing  the  troops,  did  then  endeavour  to  obtain  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors,  his  lawful 

the  same  purpose  in  a  different  way  ;  and  in-  superiours. 
■tedl  of  leaving  the  troops,  according  to  the 

iateatioQ  and  policy  of  the  council,  as  a  check  III. — That  the  court  of  directors  having 

to  the  ambition  and  progress  of  the  Mab-  come  to  certain  resolutions  of  fact  relative  to 

rattas,  ho  proposed  to  employ  them  in  the  ao-  the  engagements  subsisting    between  them 

tual  furtherance  of  those  schemes  of  aggran-  and  the  rajah  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in 

disemcnt,  of  which  his  colleagues  were  jeal-  which  the  same  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part 

•us,  and  which  it  was  the  object  of  their  ro-  of  the  rajah,  did,  in  the   fiflh    resolution, 

•oltttion  to  counteract.  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion,  de- 
clare as  follows:—"  That  it  appears  to  this 

XXVII.— *That  in  the  whole  of  the  let-  court  that  the  conduct  of  the  govomour-gene- 

tov,  negotiations,  proposals,  and  projects  of  ral  towards  the  rajah  whilst  ho  was  at  Be- 

tbesaid  Warren  Hastings,  relative  to  tlie  Mo-  nares,  was  improper ;  and  that  the  imprison- 

gul,  he  did  appear  to  pursue  but  one  object,  ment  of  his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him 

namely,  the  aggrandizement  of  the  lately  hoa-  in  the  eyea  of  his  subjects,  and  others,  was 

tile  anid  always  dangerous  power  of  the  Mab-  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may 

rtttaa ;  and  did  pursue  the  same  by  means  tend  to  weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  na- 

highly  dishonourable  to  the  British  character  live  princes  of  India  ought  to  have  in  the  jus- 

ibr  honour,  justice,  candour,  plain-dealing,  tice  and  moderation  of  the  company's  govem- 

■oderation,  uid  humanity.  ment." 

— —  IV. — That  the  said  resolutions  being  trana- 

mitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he,  the 

XIX.    LIBEL   ON  THB    couBT  OF  sald  Warren  Hastings,  did  write,  and  cause 

DiXECTORJ.  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain  false, 

insolent,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  pur- 

I. — That    Warren    Hastings,    Esquire,  porting  to  be  a  letter  from  him,  the  saki 

was,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1783,  a  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  directors, 

tcnpcnt  of  the  East-India  company,  and  was  dated  Fort  William,  20th  March,  1783, "  cal- 

bomid  by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  culated  [as  the  directors  truly  affirm]  to  bring 

lo  yiekl  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  contempt,  as  well  as  an  odium,  on  the  court  of 

of  directors,  but  to  give  to  the  whole  of  their  directors  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion ;" 

isrvioe  an  example  of  submission,  reverence,  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to 

tod  respect  to  their  authority :  and  that  if  excite  a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawful 

they  should  in  the  course  of  their  duty  call  government  of  this  nation  in  India  through 

fai  qoestion  any  part  of  bis  conduct,  he  waa  ail  ranks  of  their  service. 
boQDd  to  conduct  his  defence  with  temper 

ud  decency ;  and  while   his  conduct  was  V. — That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

■Oder  their  consideration,  it  was  not  allowed  among  other  insolent  and  contumacious  charges 

Ue  to  print  and  publish  any  of  his  letters  to  and  aspersions  on  the  court  of  directors,  did 

them,  without  their  consent  first  had  and  ob-  address  them  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid, 

taioed ;  and  he  was  bound  by  the  same  princi-  as  follows : — "  I  deny,  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing 

plea  of  duty,  enforced  by  still  more  cogent  was  a  native  prince  of  India.     Cheit  Sin;; 

reasons,  to  observe,  in  a  paper  intended  for  is  the  son  of  a  collector  of  the  revenue  of  that 

publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  province,  which  his  arts,  and  the  misfortunes 

ud  to  treat  the  said  court  of  directors,  his  of  his  master,  enabled  him  to  convert  to  a 

kwfiil  masters,  with  respect.  permanent  and  hereditary  possesion.     This 

man,  whom  you  have  thua  ranked  among  the 

n.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  dul  princee  of  India,  will   be  astonished,  when 

print  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  be  hears  it,  at  an  elevation  so  unlooked  for : 

pobljahed,  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  the  narrative  nor  less  at  the  independent  rights  whkh  yamr 

of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  commands  have  assigned  him ;  rights,  whidi 

written  at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  the  are  so  foreign  to  hie  eoneepn'ont,  that  Idouht 

court  of  directors,  in  order  to  pro-occupy  the  vthether  he  wiU  know  in  vohai  language  to  a»- 
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strt  them ;  unUat  the  example,  tokieh  yom  ham  ble,  uid  highly  inpolilic,"  to  m  ofience  so  by 
thought  it  coiuUtent  with  juBttee^  however  op^  them  charged,  anid  by  him  described.  And 
poeite  to  policy,  to  thow,  of  becoming  Aur  advo-'  though  it  be  true,  that  the  expressums  albro» 
eatcM  against  your  own  interests,  should  inspire  said  are  much  too  resenred  for  the  purpoeo  ol 
any  of  your  own  servant!  to  be  his  advisers  and  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of  the  said 
instructers."  And  he  did  further,  to  bring  into  HaBtings,  yet  was  it  in  him  most  indec^it  t# 
contempt  the  authority  of  the  company,  and  libol  the  court  <^  directors  for  the  same ;  and 
to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lavrAil  orders,  his  implication,  from  the  tenderness  of  tha 
(rame  a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  direct-  epithets  and  descriptions  aforesaid  used  to- 
ors  had  intended  the  restoration  of  the  rajah  wards  him,  was  not  only  indecent  but  tui- 
af  Benares ;  on  that  ground  did  presume  in  grounded,  malicious,  and  scandalous ;  he 
the  said  libel  to  calumniate,  in  disrespectful  having  himself  highly,  though  truly,  aggra* 
and  contumelious  terms,  the  policy  of  the  vated  *'the  charge  of  the  injuries  done  by 
courtof  directors,  as  well  as  the  person  whom  him  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,"  in  order  to 
he  did  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  their  pro*  bring  the  said  directors  into  contempt  and 
taction,  as  foUoweth : — ^*  Of  the  consequences  suspicion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  be> 
of  such  a  policy,  I  forbear  to  speak.  MMt  ing  as  follow :  "  Here  1  must  crave  leave  ta 
happily  the  loreteA,  whose  hopes  may  he  excited  say,  that  the  terms  *  improper,  unworrante* 
by  the  appearances  in  his  favour,  is  ill  qtutli'  ble,  snd  highly  impolitic,'  are  much  too  gea- 
/kd  to  email  himself  of  them,  and  the  forces  tie,  as  deductions  from  such  premises ;  and  as 
which  is  stationed  in  the  province  of  Benares,  every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel, 
is  s^ffident  to  suppress  any  symptoms  of  inters  as  be  reaib,  the  deductions,  which  inevitably 
no/  sedition ;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  dis-  belong  to  them,  I  will  add,  that  the  strict 
trust  and  suspense  in  the  minds  both  of  the  performance  of  solemn  engagements  on  one 
rulers  and  of  the  people,  and  such  a  state  is  part,  followed  by  acts  directly  subversive  of 
always  productive  of  disorder.  But  it  is  them,  and  by  total  dispossession  on  the  other, 
not  in  this  partial  consideration  that  I  dread  stamps  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  latter  the 
the  effects  of  your  commands ;  it  is  in  your  guilt  of  the  greatest  possible  violation  of 
proclaimed  indisposition  against  the  first  exe-  faith  and  justice.*'—"  There  is  an  appear- 
cutive  member  of  your  first  government  in  ancoof  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain 
India.  I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of  construction,  of  which,  however  meant,  I 
what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunci-  have  a  right  to  complain ;  because  it  imposes 
ations  against  your  own  minister,  in  favour  of  on  me  the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  o( 
a  man  universally  considered  in  this  part  of  the  accusation  against  myself,  whith  you 
the  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his  crimes,  the  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the  lead- 
murderer  of  your  servants  and  soldiers,  and  ing  arguments  to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one, 
the  rebel  to  your  authority,  arrived  two  who  reads  these  can  avoid  making  it,  or  imI 
months  earlier."  know  it  to  have  been  itUended,** 

VI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  VH.— That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well 

also  presume  to  censure  and  asperse  the  court  aware  that  his  own  declarations  did  contain 

of  directors  for  the  moderate  terms  in  which  the  clearest  condemnation  of  his  own  conduct 

they  had  expressed  their  displeasure  against  fi^m  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel,  at- 

him,  as  putting  him  under  the  necessity  of  Stat-  tempt  to  overturn,  firustrate  and  render  oi 

ing  in  his  defence  a  strong  accusation  against  none  effect,  all  the  proofs  to  be  given  of  pre- 

himself ;  and  as  implying  in  the  said  court  rarication,  contradiction,  and  opposiUon  of 

a  consciousness,  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  action  to  principle,  which  can  be  used  against 

offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  he  as-  men  in  public  trust,  and  did  contend,  tlat  the 

serts,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  direo  same  could  not  be  used  against  him ;  and,  as 

tors,  '*  arraigned  and  prejudged  of  a  violation  if  false  assertions  could  be  justified  by  fiurtious 

of  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  complicated  motives,  he  did  endeavour  to  do  away  the 

aggravation,  that,  if  they  were  true,  no  pun^  authority  of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  d^ 

ishment    SHORT    OF  DEATH  could  clarations,  entered  by  him  in  writing  on  the 

atone  for  the  injury  which  the  interest  and  council-books  of  the  presidency ;  for  afler  a»> 

credit  of  the  public  had  sustained  in  them  :"  serting,  but  not  attempting  to  prove,  that  his 

and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for  dedarations  were  consistent  with  his  conduct, 

applying  no  stronger  or  more  criminating  he  writes  in  the  said  libel  as  follows:  lor 

epithets  than  those  of"  improper,  unwarranta-  "  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be  mads 
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dM  rules  of  my  conduct;  and  God  forbid,  ceived  the  first  nominal  charge  of  your  affaira, 

that  every  expression  dictated  by  the  impulae  in  the  course  of  it  I  have  invaritU>fy  had  t« 

«f  present  emergency,  and  impremeditatoly  contend,  not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  but 

otUnred  in  the  heat  of  party  contention,  shouU  such  as  most  unncUwidly  arose  from  tk$  op* 

in^Mise  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed  prin-  position  of  those  very  powers  from  which  i 

dpU,  and  ko  applied  to  every  variable  oo>  primarily  derived  my  authority,  arui  tohieh 

Cttion.**  were  required  for  the  support  ^f  it.    My  ex- 

ertioos,  though  applied  to  an  unvaried  and 

VIII. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  consistent  line  of  action,  have  been  occasion- 
to  draw  the  lawful  dependence  of  the  servants  al  and  desultory  ;  yet  I  pJeom  say'self  with 
ef  the  company  from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  hope,  that  in  the  annals  of  your  dominion 
a&ctious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the  which  shall  be  written  after  the  extinction  of 
libel  aforraaid,  treat  the  acts  and  appoint-  recent  prejudices,  this  term  of  its  admin- 
Dents  of  their  undoubted  authority,  when  ex-  istration  will  appear  not  the  least  conducive 
ercised  in  opposition  to  his  arbitrary  will,  aa  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  nor  the  lea^l 
ruinous  to  their  affairs,  in  the  following  reflective  of  the  honour  of  the  British  name ; 
tersBs :  *'  It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  and  allow  me  to  suggest  the  instructive  reflec- 
world,  as  to  the  court  of  English  proprio-  tion  of  whaX  good  might  have  been  done,  and 
tors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments  of  to^  evil  prevented,  had  due  support  been 
tbe  dissolution  of  my  influence,  in  the  year  fi'ven  to  that  administration,  which  has  per* 
1774,  were  Mr.  John  Bristow  and  Mr.  Fran-  formed  euch  eminent  and  substantial  serviem 
6m  Fowke.     By  your  ancient  and  known  without  it" 

eoBstitution  the  governour  has  been  ever  held  And  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  render 

brth  and  understood  to  possess  the  ostensible  the  authority  of  the  said  court  perfectly  con- 

powers  of  government;  all  the  correspond-  temptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  of  exultation  for  his 

«ce  with  foreign  princes  is  conducted  in  his  having  escaped  out  of  a  measure  in  which 

lune  ;  and  every  person  resident  with  them  by  his  guilt  ho  had  involved  the  company  in 

fiir  the  management  of  your  political  concerns  a  ruinous  war,  and  out  of  which  it  had  es- 

ii  understood  to  be  more  espedaUy  his  reprfr-  capcd  by  a  sacrifice  of  almost  all  the  territo- 

Notative,  and  of  his  choice— and  such  ought  ries  before  acquired  (from  that  enemy  which  he 

to  be  the  rule ;  for  how  otherwise  can  they  had  made)  either  by  war,  or  former  treaties| 

Imat  an  agent  nominated  against  the  will  of  and  by  the  abandoning  the  company's  allies 

lis  principal?  When  the  state  of  this  admin-  to  their  mercy,  attribute  the  said  supposed 

titration  was  such  as  seemed  to  admit  of  the  services  to  his  acting  in  such  a  manner  aa 

ippointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  residency  bad  on  former  occasions  excited  their  displea- 

of  Lncknow  without  much  diminution  of  my  sure,  in  tbe  following  words : 

M»  influence,  I  gladly  seized  the  occasion  *^  Pardon,  honourable  sirs,  this  digressive 

toriio«v  roy  r«gtdiness  to  submit  to  your  com-  exultation  ;  I  cannot  suppress  the  pride  which 

omikU  :  I  proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  I    feel  in  this  successful  achievement  of  a 

soBunated  and  declared  to  6e  <^  agent  of  my  measure  so  fortunate  for  your  interests,  and 

earn  duties.    Even  this  efl*ect  of  my  caution  the  national  honour ;  for  that  pride  is  the 

it  defeated  by  your  absolute  command  for  source  of  my  zeal,  so  frequently  exerted  in 

ki»  re-^ppointmerU  independent  of  me,  and  your  support,  and  never  more  happily  than  in 

wkh  (As  mppositiont  that  I  should  be  adver»$  those  instances  in  which  I  have  departed  from 

teit.     I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of  my  of!i-  the  prescribed  and  beaten  path  of  action,  and 

dal  powers,  both  in  theprovinceofOude,  and  assumed  a  responsibility  which  has  too  fr^ 

IB  the  xemindary  of  Benares."  ffuenily  drawn  on  me  the  moet  pointed  ^ecH 

^  your  diejUeaaure.    But  however  I  may 

IX.— That  further  to  emancipate  others  yield  to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging 

nd  hioiself  from  due  obedience  to  the  court  on  the  subject,  my  motive  in  introducing  it 

9t  directors,  he  did,  in  the  libel  aforesaid,  en-  was  immediately  connected  with  its  context 

huce  his  services ;  which,  without  specifica-  and  was  to  contrast  the  actual  itale^your  po* 

lioB  or  proof,  he  did  suppose  in  the  said  libel  litical  t^airs^  derived  from  a  heifjpier  in/lw 

to  be  fnpovtant  and  valuable,  by  representing  enett  toith  that  u^dch  might  have  attended  on 

Ihsm  as  J-.oe  imder  their  displeasure;  and  earlitr  diseolution  of  it,'"  and  be  did  value 

Ml  tttribute  his  not  having  done  more  to  their  himself  upon  *'  the  patience  and  temper  with 

•|i|>ofitioB,  as  followe'ih : — "  It  is  now  acorn-  which  be  had  submitted  to  all  the  indignitise 

flete  period  of  eleven  Toars  since  I  first  re-  which  have  been  heaped  upon  him  [meaning 
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by  the  nid  court  of  direclors]  in  this  long 
f  enrice :"  and  be  did  insolently  attribute  to  an 
unusual  strain  of  zeal  for  their  service,  that 
be  "  persevered  in  the  VIOLENT  MAIN- 
TENANCE OF  HIS  OFFICE." 

X.— That  in  order  further  to  excite  the 
spirit  of  disobedience  in  the  company's  ser- 
vants to  the  lawful  authority  set  over  them, 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  treat  con- 
temptuously and  ironically  the  supposed  dis- 
position of  the  company's  servants  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  in  the 
words  following :  "  the  recal  of  Mr.  Mark- 
ham,  who  was  known  to  be  the  public  agent 
of  my  own  nomination  at  Benares,  and  the 
re-appointment  of  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  by 
your  order,  contained  in  the  same  letter, 
would  place  it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing] 
beyond  a  doubt.  T^is  order  ha»  been  obey' 
ed ;  and  whenever  you  thall  be  pleated  to 
order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing  I  jtiU 
venture  to  promise  the  tame  ready  and  exact 
ni^miMton  in  the  other  members  of  the  ooim- 
cU  ;*'  and  he  did,  in  the  postscript  of  the  said 
letter,  and  as  on  recollection,  endeavour  to 
make  a  reparation  of  honour  to  his  said  col- 
leagues, as  if  his  expressions  aforesaid  had 
arisen  from  animosity  to  them,  as  follows  : 
"  upon  a  careful  revisal  of  what  I  have  writ- 
ten, I  fear  that  an  expression,  which  I  have 
used  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  the 
board,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received 
for  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing,  may  be 
construed  as  intimating  a  sense  of  dissa- 
tisfaction, applied  to  transactions  already 
past.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  complain  of 
any  one." 

XL— That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  acts  of 
injury  aforesaid  to  the  rajah  d*  Benares,  did 
assume  and  arrogate  to  himself  an  illegal 
authority  therein,  and  did  maintain  that  the 
acts  done  in  consequence  of  that  measure 
were  not  revocable  by  any  subsequent  autho- 
rity, in  the  following  words  :  "  If  you  should 
proceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit 
Sing  to  the  zemindary,  from  which,  by  tht 
powers  which  I  legally  possessed^  and  conceive 
myself  legally  bound  to  assert  against  any  Stt6- 
sequent  authority  to  the  contrary,  derived 
from  the  same  common  source,  he  was  dispos- 
sessed for  crimes  of  the  greatest  enormity, 
and  your  council  shall  resolve  to  execute  the 
order,  I  will  instantly  give  up  my  station  and 
the  service." 

XlI.^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 


attempt  to  justify  his  publication  of  the  said 
libellous  letter  td  and  against  the  court  of  di- 
rectors by  asserting  therein,  lliat  these  reaolo* 
tions  [meaning  the  resolutions  of  the  court 
of  directors,  relative  to  the  rajah  of  Benares] 
'*  were  either  published,  or  intended  for  pi^ 
lication ;"  evidently  proving,  that  he  did  take 
this  unwarrantable  course  without  any  suffi- 
cient assurance  that  the  ground  and  motire 
by  him  assigned  had  any  existence. 


XX.    IfABRATTA  WAR,   AlTD    PEACE. 

I. — That  by  an  act  passed  in  1773,  it 
was  expressly  ordered  and  provided,  "  that  it 
should  not  be  lawfiil  for  any  president  and 
council  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Bencoolen, 
for  the  time  being,  to  make  any  orders  fer 
commencing  hostilities,  or  declaring  or  mak- 
ing war,  against  any  Indian  princes  or  poweni 
or  for  negotiating  or  concluding  any  treaty  ol 
peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any  such  Indiaa 
princes  or  powers,  without  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  govemour- general  and 
council  first  had  and  obtained,  excq>t  in  wank 
cases  of  imminent  necessity  as  would  rendsr 
it  dangerous  to  postpone  such  hostilities  or 
treaties  until  the  orders  from  the  govenrour- 
general  and  council  might  arrive.*'  That 
vertheless  the  president  and  council  of 
bay  did,  in  December,  1774,  without  the 
sent  and  approbation  of  the  govemour-j 
ral  and  council  of  Fort  William,  and  in  tbs 
midst  of  profound  peace,  commence  an  un- 
just and  unprovoked  war  against  the  Mahrat- 
ta  government ;  did  conclude  a  treaty  with  a 
certain  person,  a  fugitive  from  that  govers* 
roent,  and  proscribed  by  it,  named  Ragonaut 
Row,  or  Ragoba;  and  did,  under  varioai 
base  and  treacherous  pretences,  invade  and 
conquer  the  island  of  Salsette,  belonging  to 
the  Mahratta  government. 

II.— That  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  first 
advices  received  in  Bengal  of  the  above  traiMh 
actions,  did  condemn  the  same  in  the  strongest 
terms  ;  declaring,  that  "  the  measures  adopt- 
ed by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  a  toidcB* 
cy  to  a  very  extensive  and  indefinite  aeeoe  d 
troubles ;  and  that  their  conduct  was  iiniist 
sonable,  impolitic,  unjust,  and  unauthorized." 
And  the  govemour-general  and  council,  h 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  unjust  hosdli" 
ties,  did  appoint  an  ambanndour  to  dit 
peshwa  or  chief  of  the  Mahratta  simte,  r«i* 
dent  at  Poena;  and  tbd  laid 
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iid,  «ft«r  &  long  negotiation,  conclude  a  do-  ber,  1777|  in  which    they  declared,  "  that 

finilive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  said  peshwa  they  had  agreed  to  give  encouragement  to  a 

CO  ternii  highly  honourable  and  beneficial  to  party  formed  in  Ragoba^i  favour,  and  flatter- 

tbe  East-India  company,  who  by  the  said  ed   themselves  they  should  meet   with  the 

treaty  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  a  cession  hearty  concurrence  of  the  governour^general 

of  considerable  tracts  of  country,  the  Mab-  and  council  in  the  lyeasures  they  might  be 

ratia  share  of  the  city  of  Broach,  twelve  lacks  obliged  to  pursue  in  consequence."     That  the 

o€  rupees  for  the  expenses  of  the  said  unjust  party  so  described  was  said  to  consist  of  four 

war,  and  particularly  the  island  of  Salsette,  principal  persons  in  the  Mahratta  state,  on 

U  which  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  pos-  whose  part  some  ovrrturea  had  been  made  to 

ieKsed  themselves  by  surprise  aad  treachery ;  Mr.  William  Lewis,  the  resident  of  Bon* 

thai  in  return  for  these  extraordinary  concea-  bay,  at  Poena,  for  the  a»$i^ance  qf  th*  com' 

sioos,  the  articles  principally  insisted  on  by  pony  to  bring  Ragoba  to  P,j<ma.     That  the 

the  Mahrattas,  with  a  view  to  their  own  fu-  said  Warren  Hastings,  immediately  on  the  ro- 

ture  tranquillity  and  internal  quiet,  were,  that  ceipt  of  the  preceding  advices,  did  propoM 

no  ossistence  thould  be  given  to  any  stUyjeet  and  carry  it  in  council,  by  means  of  his  casting 

•r  tervaiU  of  the  pe*hu>a,  that  should  eauu  roice,  and  against  the  remonstrances,  argil* 

diMturbanet*  or  rebellion  in  the  Mahratta  do-  ments,  and  solemn  protest  of  two  members  of 

mtmefu,  and  particularly  that  the  English  the  supreme  council,  that  the  sanction  of  that 

ehamJd  not  auist  Ragonaut  RoWf  to  whom  government  should  be  given  to  the  plan  which 

t>ie  Mahrattas  agreed  to  allow  five  lacks  of  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  had 

rupees  a  year,  or  a  jaghire  to  that  amount,  agreed  to  form  with  the  Mahratta  govern* 

and  that  he  should  reside  at  Benares ;  that  no-  ment ;  and  also,  that  a  supply  of  money  (to 

▼ertheless,  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  did  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees)  should  be 

receive  and  keep  Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  immediately  granted  to    the  president  and 

did  furnish  him  with  a  considerable  establish-  council  of  Bombay  for  the  support  of  their 

aarat,  and  continue  to  carry  on  secret  intrigues  engagement*  above  mentioned ;  and  also,  that 

and  negotiations  with  him,  thereby  giving  just  a  military  force  should  be  sent  to  the  presi- 

gnaad  of  jealousy  and  distrust  to  the  Mab-  dency  of  Bombay.    That  in  defence  of  these 

rmtia  state  ;  that  the  late  Colonel  John  Upton,  resolutions  the  said  Warren   Hastings  did 

by  whom  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  was  nego-  falsely  pretend  and  affirm,  "  that  the  resolu- 

liated  and  concluded,  did  declare  to  the  go-  t!on  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay  was  form- 

vemour-general  and  council,  **  that  while  Ra-  ed  on  such  a  case  of  imminent  necessity  aa 

gpoaot  Row  resides  at  Bombay  in  expecta-  would  have  rendered  it  dangerou*  to  postpone 

tioQ  of  being  supported,    the  ministers  can  the  execution  of  it  until  the  orders  from  the 

|»laoe  no  confidence  in  the  council  there ;  govemour-general  and  council  might  arrive ; 

which  must  now  be  productive  of  the  greatest  and  that  the  said  presidency  of  Bombay  locrt 

incooTMiiences,  and   perhaps   in  the  end  of  warranted  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  to  join 

frlal  eooaequences.'*     That  the  said  Warreo  in  a  plan  of  conducting  Ragonaut  Row  to 

Hastinp,  concurring  with  his  council,  which  Poena  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  of 

then  consisted  of  Sir  John  C  lavering,  Richard  the  Mahratta  state ;"  whereas  the  main  object 

Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquires,  did,  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattas, 

oo  the  18th  of  August,  1777,  declare  to  the  and  to  obtain  which  they  made  many  important 

presideney  of  Bombay,  that  "  he  could  see  concessions  to  the  India  company,  was,  thai 

tio  reason    to  doubt  that   the   presence  of  the  English  should  withdraw  their  forces,  and 

Racoba  at   Bombay  wouki  continue  to  be  give  no  assistance, to  Ragoba,  and  that  he 

■0  msKpcroMe  bar  to  the  completion  of  the  should  be  excluded  for  ever  from  any  share  in 

treaty  concluded  with  the  Mahratta  govern-  their  government,  being  a  person  univereaUy 

iMBt ;  Bor  could  any  sincere  cordiality  and  ?ield  in  abhorrence  in  the  Mahratta  empire ; 

food  understanding  be  established  with  them,  and  if  it  had  been  true  (instead  of  being,  as  it 

aa  long  as  he  should  appear  to  derive  encour-  was  notoriously  false)  that  the  ruling  part  oi 

agaaMnt  and   support  from    the    English."  the  administration  of  the  Mahratta  state  soli- 

That  Sir  John  Cavering  died  soon  after,  and  cited  the  return  of  Ragonaut  Row  to  Poena, 

tml  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  sue-  his  return  in  that  case  might  have  been  effect* 

•eeded  to  a  seat  in  the  supreme  council.  That  ed  by  acts  of  their  own,  without  the  interpoaii 

m  the  t9th  of  January,  1778,  the  governour*  tion  of  the  English  power,  and  without  our 

general  and  council  received  a  letter  from  the  interference  in  their  affairs.     That  it  was  tht 

of  B«mbay,  dated  12th  Decern*  special  duty  of  the  said  Warren  Hasting8,de- 
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riTed  Trom  a  ipecial  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  we  hare  resolTed  to  assemble  a  stroBf  saiH* 

power  committed  to  him  by  parliament,  to  tary  force  near  Calpee,  the  commanding  offi* 

hare  restrained,  as  by  law  he  bad  authority  oer  of  which  is  to  be  ordered  to  march,  by  thm 

to  do,  the  subordinate  presidency  of  Bombay,  most  practicable  route  to  Bombay,  or  to  sudi 

from  entering  into  hostilities  with  the  Mah«  other  places  as  future  occurrence,  and  year 

rattas,  or  from  making  ^pgageraents,  the  mani-  directions  to  him,  may  render  it  expedient/' 

fest  tendency  of  which  was  to  enter  into  those  And  with  respect  to  the  tttpt  said  to  be  taking 

hostilities,  and  to  have  put  a  stop  to  them,  by  Uu  JVeneA  to  obtain  a  $ottUvuni  on  lh§ 

if  any  such  had  been  begun.    That  he  was  Malabar  eoast,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

botmd  by  the  duty  of  his  office  to  preserve  the  declare  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  **  that 

fiuth  of  the  British  government,  pledged  in  it  was  tlie  opinion  of  the  governour-general 

the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  inviolate  and  sa-  and  council,  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 

cred,  as  well  as  by  the  special  orders  and  in-  in  forming  and  carrying  into  execution  such 

atructions  of  the  East- India  company  to^^  measures  as  might  most  effectually  tend  to 

mltention  to  the  preservation  of  peace  thioughomi  frustrate  such  dangerous  designs :"— >that  the 

India;  all  which  important  duties  the  said  said   Warren    Hastings,  therefore,    instead 

Warren    Hastings  did    wilfully  violate,  in  <^  fixing  his  attention  to  the  preservation  ol 

giving  the  sanction  of  the  governour-general  peace  throughout  India,  as  it  was  his  duty  to 

and  council  to  the  dangerous,  faithless,  and  have  doiie,  did  continue  to  abet,  encourage, 

ill-concerted  projects  of  the  president  and  and  support   the  dangerous  pYojccts  of  tha 

council  of  Bombay,  herein  before  mentioned,  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  did  thereby  mant- 

from  which  Uie  subsequent  Mahratta  war,  with  fest  a  detwmined   intention  ,to  disturb  tho 

all  the  expense,  distress,  and  disgraces,  which  peace  of  India,  by  the  unfortunate  success  ol 

have  attended  it,  took  their  commencement;  which  intention,  and  by  the  continued  efforts 

and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  therefore  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  greater  part  of  In* 

b  specially  and  principally  answerable  for  dia  has  been  for  several  years  involved  in  a 

the  said  war,  and  for  all  the  consequences  bloody  and  calamitous  war.    That  both  the 

thereof.    That  in  a  letter  dated  the  20th  of  court  of  directors  and  court  of  proprietors  did 

January,  1778,  the  president  and  council  of  specially  instruct  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

Bombay  informed  the  governour-general  and  in  all  his  measures,  *'  to  make  the  nfety  and 

council,  that  in  consequence  of  later  intelli-  prosperity  of  Bengal  bis  principal  object," 

gence  received  from  Poona,  they  had  tmrnedi*  and   did   heavily  censure  the  said  Warren 

tOely  resolved  that  nothing  further  could  be  dono  Hastings  for  having  employed  their  troops  at 

ur^ss  Saccaram  Baboo  the  principal  in  the  a  great  distance  firom  Bengal  in  a  war  against 

laie  treaty  (of  Poorunder)  joined  in  making  the  Rohillas,  which  the  house  of  commons 

a  formal  application  to  them.    That  no  such  have  pronounced  to  be  uti^tittoiis,  and  did  on 

application  was  ever  made  by  that  person,  that  occasion  expressly  declare,  "  that  they 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  finding  that  disapproved  of  all  such  distant  expeditions  as 

all  this  pretended  ground  for  engaging  in  an  might  eventually  carry  their  forces  to  any 

invasion  of  the  Mahratta  government  had  to-  situation  too  remote  to  admit  of  their  spcodhf 

tally  failed,  did  then  pretend  to  gire  credit  to,  and  safe  return  to  the  protection  of  their  own 

and  to  be  greatly  alarmed  by  the  suggestions  provinces,  in  case  of  emergency.'*    Tliat  the 

of  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay,  that  said  Warren  Hastings  nevertheless  ordered 

the  Mahrattas  were   negotiating   with   the  a  detachment  firom  the  Bengal  army  to  cron 

French,  and  had  agreed  to  give  them  the  port  the  Jumna,  and  to  proceed  across  the  pcnin- 

of  Choul,  on  the  Malabar  coast,  and  did  affirm  aula  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the  dianoai 

that  the  French  had  obtained  poeoeauon  of  country  of  Bundle  Cund,  and  through  ths 

Aat  port;  that  all  these  suggestions  and  asser*  dominions  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  situated  in 

tions  were  false ;  and  if  they  had  been  true,  the  centre  of  Hindostan,  and  did  thereby  strip 

would  have  furnished  no  just  occasion  fof  at-  tho  provinces  subject  to  the  goverameot  of 

tacking  eitl>er  tho  Mahrattas^  or  the  French,  Fort  William  of  a  considerable  part  of  their 

with  both  of  whom  the  British  nation  was  established  defence,  and  did  thereby  disobey 

then  at  peace :  that  the  said  Warren  Hast-  the  general  instructions  and  positive  orden  of 

ings  did  then  propose  and  carry  the  following  the  court  of  directors  (given  upon  oceafion 

resolution  in  council,  against  the  protest  of  of  a  crime  of  the  same  nature  committed  by 

two  members  thereof,  that,  *'  for  the  purpose  the  said  Hastings)  and  was  guilty  of  a  hi^ 

of  granting  you  (the  presidency  of  Bombay)  crime  and  misdemeanour, 

the  most  ^ectoal  supoort  in  o*jr  power,  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  baring 
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takis  the  meuureg  herein  before  deacribed  rj  on  ofieosire  ware,  and  to  poriue  tchoniei 
for  supporting  those  of  the  presidency  of  oif  conquest,  impolitic  and  unjust  in  their  de* 
Bomba/f  did,  on  the  S3d  of  March,  1778,  sign,  ill-concerted  in  the  execution,  and  which, 
'*  inTest  the  said  presidency  with  authority  as  this  house  has  resolved,  have  6ro«^^  grttU 
to  form  a  new  alliance  with  Ragoba,  and  to  calamities  on  India f  and  enormous  ejipenstf 
•Bgage  with  him  in  any  scheme  which  they  on  the  EasUlndia  company.  That  the 
should  deem  expedient  and  safe  for  retrieving  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  2Sd  of  June, 
hta  affiurs."  That  the  said  Hastings  was  1778,  made  the  following  declaration  in 
iksQ  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  council :  "  much  less  can  I  agree  that,  with 
diredors,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  contain-  such  superiour  advantages  as  we  possess  over 
iag  a  positive  order  to  the  presidency  of  Bom*  every  power  which  can  oppose  us,  we  should 
bey,  in  the  following  words:  <<  Though  that  ^ct  merdy  on  the  d^ensive.  On  the  contrary, 
trsety  (meaning  the  treaty  of  Poorundur)  if  it  be  really  true  that  the  British  arms  and 
ii  not  upon  the  whole  so  agreeable  to  us  as  mfluence  have  suffered  so  severe  a  check  in 
we  oould  wish,  still  we  are  resolved  strictly  the  western  world,  it  is  more  incumbent  on 
to  adhsre  to  it  on  our  parts.  You  must  there-  those  who  are  charged  with  the  interests  of 
fore  be  particularly  vigilant,  while  Ragoba  is  Great  Britain  in  the  east  to  ejtert  tkewudvoi 
with  you,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  any  for  the  retrieval  qf  the  national  loss.  We 
plan  afeinst  what  is  called  the  ministerial  have  the  means  in  our  power,  and  if  they  are 
party  at  Poooa ;  and  we  hereby  positively  or-  not  frustrated  by  our  own  dissensions,  I  trust 
der  you  not  to  engage  with  him  in  any  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will  yield 
scheme  whatever  in  retrieving  his  aflairs,  every  advantage,  for  the  attmnment  of  which 
without  the  consent  of  tho  govemour-general  it  wasundertahen.^  That  in  pursuance  of  the 
and  council,  or  the  court  of  directors."  principles  avowed  in  the  preceding  decking 
That  the  said  Ragoba  neither  did  or  could  tion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  tho  9th  of 
form  any  plan  for  his  restoration  but  what  July,  1778,  did  propose,  and  carry  it  in 
was  and  must  be  against  the  minuterial  party  council,  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  from 
at  Poooa,  who  held  and  exercised  the  regency  Bengal  to  Moodajee  Boosia,  the  rajah  of  Be- 
ef that  state  in  the  infancy  of  the  peshwa ;  and  rar,  falsely  asserting  that  the  said  rajah  "was, 
tbat,  supposing  him  to  have  formed  any  other  by  interest  and  inclination,  likely  to  join  in 
sdbtms,  in  coigunction  with  Bombay, /or  re-  an  alliance  with  the  British  government;  and 
Irweui^  his  qffairs,  the  said  Hastings  in  giving  suggesting  that  two  advantages  might  be  ofler- 
a  previous  general  authority  to  the  presidency  ed  to  him,  as  the  inducements  to  it ;  6rst,  the 
of  Bombay,  to  engage  with  Ragoba  in  any  support  of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign 
acbsase  for  that  purpose,  without  knowing  power  [viz.  of  the  Mahratta  empire ;]  se- 
what  such  scheme  might  be,  and  thereby  relin-  cond,  the  recovery  of  the  captures  made  on 
qvishang  and  transferring  to  the  discretion  of  a  his  dominions  by  Nizam  Ally.'*  That  the 
•oboffdinate  government  that  superintendence  said  Hastings,  having  already  given  full  an- 
aad  eootrol  over  all  measures  tending  to  ere*  thority  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay  to  engage 
ate  or  provoke  a  war,  which  the  law  had  ez«  the  British  faith  to  Ragonaut  Row  to  sop- 
dnsiTely  vested  in  the  governour-genermi  port  him  in  his  pretensions  to  the  govem- 
couacil,  was  guilty  of  a 'high  crime  and  ment  or  to  the  regency  of  the  Mahratta  em* 
That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  pire,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misde* 
havinf  first  declared  that  the  measures  meanour  in  proposing  to  engage  the  same  Bri* 
by  hun  were  for  the  support  of  the  en-  tish  foith  to  support  the  pretensions  of  ano- 
fifsawals  made  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  ther  competitor  for  the  same  object ;  and  tha 
im  fovoor  of  Ragoba«  did  aAerwaiids,  when  it  in  offering  to  assist  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  re- 
appeared that  those  negociations  were  entkro*  cover  the  captures  made  on  his  dominioot 
ly  es^  esiit,  declare  that  his  apprehension  of  by  the  nizam,  the  said  Hastings  did  endea- 
tks  caosequence  of  a  pretended  tnfrt^iM  be-  vour,  as  for  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage 
tweea  the  Mahrattas  aifid  the  French  teas  tks  the  British  nation  in  a  most  unjust  and  ut- 
sals  mslies  of  all  the  late  measures  tahen  for  terly  unprovoked  war  against  the  said  nizam, 
lis  mpport  of  the  presidency  of  Bombe^  ;  between  whom  and  the  East-India  company 
b«t  that  neither  of  the  preceding  declarations  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  did  then  sub* 
nsiraiafid  the  true  motives  and  objects  of  the  sist,  tmviolated  on  his  part ;  notwithstanding 
said  Hastings,  whose  real  purpose,  as  it  ap-  the  said  Hastings  well  knew  that  it  made 
psaied  aeon  after,  was  to  inake  use  of  the  su-  part  of  the  East-India  company's  fundamental 
pvkritf  of  the  British  power  in  India  to  car^  policy  to  support  that  prince  against  the  Mall- 
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rattas,  tnd  to  eomider  )um  om  one  ^  the  few  Boosla,  instead  ofardentfy  ottMng  tidteob' 
remaining  chiefs  who  toert  yet  copoMe  of  eo-  jeets  preaented  to  hia  ambition  by  tha  Mid  Hast* 
ping  wiih  the  MahraUatf  and  that  it  was  ings,  lent  an  army  to  the  frontiers  of  Bangal; 
tbe  company's  true  intertet  to  preeerve  a  good  which  army  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  at 
underetanding  with  him.  That  by  holding  length  forced  to  buy  off  with  tweaty-siz 
out  such  oflVrs  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the  said  lacks  of  rupees,  or  $O0fiOOl,  sterling,  afti^f 
Hasting  professed  to  hope  that  the  rajah  a  series  of  negociations  with  tbe  Mahratta 
would  ardently  ctitcA  at  the  fAijeeU  pneetUed  chiefr,  who  commanded  that  army,  founded 
to  hie  umbitum ;  and  although  the  tidd  Hast-  and  coaductod  on  principles  so  dishonourahl* 
ings  did  about  this  time  lay  itdown  as  a  max-  to  the  Britisli  name  and  character,  that  the 
im,  that  there  ie  alwaye  a  greater  advan*  accretcommitteeof  the  house  of  commons,  by 
tag9  in  receiving  aolidtatione  than  in  making  whom  tbe  rest  of  the  proceedings  in  that  busi- 
odvancee,  he  nevertheless  declared  to  the  said  ness  were  reported  to  the  house,  have,  upon  dut 
rajah,  that  in  the  whole  of  hie  conduct  he  had  coneideraiionf  ^umght  it  proper  to  leave  ami 
departed  from  the  common  line  of  policy ,  and  the  letter  of  inatructione  to  Mr,  Andeream, 
had  made  advance*  where  other*  in  hi*  situation  viz.  those  given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
would  have  waited  for  eoUdtation ;  that  the  to  the  representative  of  the  British  goverD- 
said  unjust  and  dangerous  projects  did  not  ment;  and  concerning  which  the  said  ooib- 
take  effect,  because  the  rajah  of  Berar  re-  mittee  have  reported  in  the  following  terms:^ 
fused  to  join  or  be  concerned  therein ;  yet  "  The  schemes  of  policy,  by  which  the  go- 
so  earnest  was  the  said  Hastings  for  tbe  exe-  vemour^general  seems  to  have  dictated  the  in- 
cution  of  those  projects,  that  in  a  subsequent  structions  he  gave  to  Mr.  Anderson  [the  gea- 
letter  he  daringly  and  treacherously  assured  tleman  deputed]  will  also  appeu*  in  this  docn- 
the  rajah  "  that  if  be  had  accepted  of  the  terms  ment,  as  well  respecting  the  particular  succea- 
offered  him  by  Colonel  Goddard,  and  conclud-  sion  to  the  rauje,  as  also  the  mode  of  aocooH 
ed  a  treaty  with  the  government  of  Bengal  modating  the  demand  of  Choutf  the  establish- 
upon  them,  he  should  have  hcU  ihe  obiigatioo  ment  of  which  was  apparently  the  great  aim  of 
of  it  superiour  to  that  of  any  engagmnent  Moodajee's  political  manosvres,  while  the  go- 
formed  by  the  government  of  Bombay,  and  vcmour-goneral's  wish  to  defeat  it  was  avow- 
should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  maintain  it,  edly  more  intent  on  the  removal  of  a  nominal 
&c.  against  every  consideration  etien  qf  the  diagraoo,  than  on  the  anxie^  or  resolution  to 
moat  valuable  intereut  and  safety  of  the  Eng'  be  freed  from  an  eccpensive,  if  sn  unavoidable 
liah   poMeaaiona    entruated    to    hia    charge,*'  encumberance." 

That  all  the  offers  of  the  &aid  Hastings  were        That  while  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 

rejected  with  slight  and  contempt  by  tbe  ra-  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  rajah  of  Berar 

jah  of  Berar ;  but  the  same  being  discovered,  to  engage  with  him  in  a  scheme  to  place  the 

and  generally  known  throughout  India  did  fill  saki  rajah  at  the  head  of  the  Mahratta  em- 

the  chief  of  the  princes  tJtd  states  of  India  pire,  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  1^  virtue  of 

with  a  general  suapicion  and  distrust  of  the  the  powers  speeiftUy  vested  in  them  for  that 

ambitious  designs  and  treacherous  principle!  purpose  by  the  said  Hastings,  did  really 

of  the  British  guvemmcni,  and  with  an  uni-  engage  with  Ragonaut  Row,  the  other  cooa- 

versal  hatred  of  the  British  nation ;  that  tbe  petitor  for  the  'same  object,  and  sent  a  great 

said  princes  and  states  were  thereby  so  th(K  pan  of  their  military  force  established  for  the 

roughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  uniting  defence  of  Bombay,  on  an  expedition  with 

amongst  themselves  to  oppose  a  power  whMh  Ragonaut  Row,  to  invade  the  dominiona  of 

kept  no  faith  with  any  of  them,  and  equally  the  peshwa,  and  to  take  Poena,  the  capital 

threatened    them  all,    that,  renouncing   all  thereof;  that  this  army  being  surrounded  and 

former  enmities  against  each  other,  they  uni-  overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas  was  obliged  to 

ted  in  a  common  confederacy  againnt  tbe  Eng-  capitulate ;  and  then,  through  the  moderation 
lish;  viz.  the  peshwa,  as  reprteeniatlve  of    of  the  Mahrattas,  was  permitted  to  retara 

the  Mahratta  state,  and  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  quietly,  but  very  diagraeefuUy,  to  Boodiay. 

rajah  of  Berar,  that  is,  the  principal  Hindoo  That,  supposing  the  said  Warren  Hastiofi 

powers  of  India  on  one  side,  and  Hyder  Ally,  could  have  been  justified  in  abandoning  tht 

and  tbe  nizara  of  the  docan,  that  is,  the  prin-  project  of  reinstating  Ragonaut  Row,  vrhieh 

eipal  Mahomedan  powers  of  India,  on  the  he  at  first  authorized,  and  promised  to  eup- 

sthe 


other  -,  and  tlat  in  consequence  of  this  c<m-     port,  and  in  preferring  a  scheme  to  pli 
federacy  Hyder  Ally  invaded,  overran,  and     rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head  of  the  Mahratta 
ruined   tlie   Cams  tie;  and    that  Moodajee     pire,  he  was  bound  by  his  duty,  as  well  as  b 
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jjOstiM  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  to  give  Ike  design  and  operatumM  qf  the  deiaehmtHt ; 

that  presidracy  timely  notice  of  such  his  in-  and  that  on  the  4lh  of  March,  1779,  the 

tflotion,  and  to  have  restrained  them  positive-  said    Hastings,    immediately   after    rcceiv* 

ly  from  resuming  their  own  project  ;  that  on  ing  advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Bombay  army 

6ie  eootrary  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  near  Poona,  and  when  Bombay,  if  at  any  time, 

on  the  1 7th  of  August,  1778,  again  authorixe  particularly  required  to  be  protected  against  a 

the  said  presidency  "  to  assist  Ragoba  with  French  invasion,  did  declare  in  council,  that 

a  military  force  to  conduct  him  to  Poona,  and  be  wished  for  the  return  of  the  detaehmsnt  to 

to  establish  him  in  the  regency  there  ;  and  so  Berar,  and  dreaded  to  hear  of  its  proceeding 

fu  from  communicating  his  change  of  plan  to  to  <Ae  Malabar  coast ;   and  therefore,  if  the 

Bombay,  did    keep  it  concealed   from  that  said  Hastings  did  not   think   that   Bombay 

presideocy,   insomuch  that  even  so  late  as  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  French, 

the  19th  of  Febniary,  1779,  William  Horn-  he  was  guilty  of  repeated  falsehoods  in  af* 

by,  then  govemour  of  Bombay,  declared  in  firming  the  contrary  for  the  purpose  of  cover* 

eooncil  his  total  ignorance  ofthe  schemes  of  the  ing  a  criminal  design :  or,  if  he  thought  that 

aid  Hastings,  in  the  following  terms :  '*  The  Bombay  was   immediately  threatened   with 

idiemes  of  the  govemour-general  and  council,  that  danger,  he  then  was  guilty  of  treachery  in 

with  regard  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  being  yH  ordering  an  army,  necessary  on  that  supposi* 

■aJbiOMm  to  us,  it  is  impossible  ibr  us  to  found  tion  to  the  immediate  defence  of  Bombay,  to 

lay  measures  on  them  ;  yet  I  cannot  help  now  halt  in  Berar,  to  depend  on  the  rajah  of  Berar 

obsenring,  that  if,  as  has  been  conjectured,  the  for  its  subsequent  operations,  or  on  the  even! 

gentlemen  of  that  presidency  have  entertain-  of  a    negotiation  with  that  prince,  which, 

edthoaghtsof  restoring,  in  his  person,  the  an-  as   the  said  Hastings  declared,ioas  Ukeiy  to 

dent  rajah  government,  the  attempt  seems  cause  a  very  speedy  and  essential  change  m 

likely  to  be  attended  with  no  small  difficulty:"  the  design   and   operations  of  the    detad^ 

that  whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  ment ;  and  finally  in  declaring  that  he  dread' 

repeatedly  affirm,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  ed   to  hear  of  the  said  detachment^s  pro^ 

tnpport  the  plan  formed  by  the  presidency  of  eseding  to  the  Malabar  coast,  whither    he 

Bombay  in  favour  of  Ragoba,  and  did  re-  ought  to  have  ordered  it  without  delay,  if, 

poatedly  authorize  and  encourage  them  to  pur^  as  he  has  solemnly  affirmed,   it   was   true 

•oe  it,  he  did,  nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  been  toldy  by  the  highest  autho' 

in  his  letters  and  declarations  to  the  peshwa,  rtfy,  that  a  powerful   armament  had   been 

Id  the  nizam,  and  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  false-  prepared  m  Prance^  the  first  object  of  which 

}y  and  perfidiously  affirm,  that  it  never  was  nor  was  an  attack  upon  Bombay ;  and   that  he 

ts  designed  by  the  English  chief*  to  give  sup-  knew,  with  moral  certainty,  that  all  the  pow« 

ptrt  to  Ragonaui  Row ;  that  Ae,  Hastings,  had  ers  of  the  adjacent  continent  were  ready  to 

*e  idea  of  supporting  Ragonaut  Row ;  and  join  the  invasion. 

dksif  the  detachment  he  had  sent  to  Bombay  That  through  the  whole  of  these  transao- 

was  ssldy  to  awe  the  French,  without  the  least  tions  the  said  Warren  Hastings   has  been 

design  to  assist  Ragonmut  Row ;  that  sup-  guilty  of  continued  falsehood,  fraud,  contra- 

poain^  it  to  have  been  the  sole  professed  in-  diction,  and  duplicity,  highly  dishonourable  to 

taotioo  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  sending  an  the  character  of  the  British  nation  ;  that,  in 

ttoiy  across  India,  to  protect  Bombay  against  consequence  of  the  unjust  and  ill-concerted 

a  French  invasion,  even  that  pretence  was  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings,  the   British 

frlae,  and  used  only  to  cover  the  real  design  arms,  heretofore  respected  in  India,  have  suf- 

«f  the  said  Hastings  ;  viz.  to  engage  in  pro-  fered  repeated  disgraces,  and  great  calamities 

.iecta  of  war  and  conquest  with  the  rajah  of  have  been  thereby  brought  upon  India  ;  and 

Berar.     That  on  the  11th  of  October,  1778,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  ei- 

he  infiNTaed  the  said  rajah,  "  that  the  detach-  citing  and  promoting  the  late  unprovoked  and 

■■■t  would  soon   arrive  in  his  territories,  unjustifiable  war  against  the  Mahrattas,  as  in 

and  depend  on  him,  Moodajee  Boosla,  for  its  the  conduct  thereof,  has  been  guilty  of  sucdry 

foteeqaent  operations  :"  that  on  the  7th  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 

Dncwnbfr.  1778,  the  said  Hastings  revoked  That  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  con- 

dM  powers  he  had  before  given  to  the  presi-  eluded  with  the  Mahrattas  at  Poorunder,  on 

deacy  of  Bombay  over  the  detachment,  declar-  the  1st  of  March,  1 776,  the  Mahrattas  gave 

lag,  that  the  event  of  Colonel  Goddard*s  ne-  up  all  right  and  title  to  the  island  of  Salsette, 

fodation  with  the  rajah  of  Berar  was  likely  unjustly  uken  from  them  by  the  presidency  of 

U  omiM  a  very  speedy  and  eaeential  change  in  Bombay ;  did  also  give  up  to  the  Engliso 
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company  for  ever  til  right  and  tide  to  their  been  engaged  to  take  part  with  oa  in  the  war  j 

entire  shares  of  the  city  and  purgunnah  of  and  that  be  did  so  without  necessity,  since  il 

Broach ;  did  also  give  for  ever  to  the  English  appcarsi  that  Scindia,  the  Mahrotta  chief^ 

company  a  country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  who  concluded  the  treaty,  m  every  part  of  hi$ 

revenue,  near  to  Broach ;  and  did  also  agree  to  conduct  manifested  a  hearty  detire  oftaUMUl^ 

pay  to  the  company  twelve  lacks  of  rupeeSf  in  tn^  a  peace  with  us  ;  and  that  this  was  the 

part  of  the  expenses  of  the  English  army  ;  and  disposition  of  all  the  parties  in  the  Mahratti 

that  the  terms  of  the  said  treaty  were  honour-  confederacy,  who  were  only  kept  together  bj 

able  and  advantageous  to  the  India  company,  a  general  dread  of  their  common  enemyy  tha 

That  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  the  English,  and  who  only  waited  for  a  cessation 

said  treaty,  and  forced  the  Mahrattas  into  of  hostilities  with  us  to  return  to  their  habi* 

another  war,  by  a  repeated  invasitm  of  their  tu&l  and  permanent  enmity  against  eadi  other, 

country,  and  having  conducted  that  war  in  the  That  the  govemour-general  and  council,  in 

manner  herein  beforedescribed,did,on  the  17th  their  letter  of  the  Slst  August,  1781,  nnde 

of  May,  1782,  by  the  agency  of  Mr.  David  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  dire^ 

Anderson,  conclude  another  treaty  of  perpe-  tors :  **•  The  Mahrattas  have  demanded  the 

tual  friendship  and  alliance  with  theMahrat-  sacrifice  of  the  person  of  Ragonaut  Row,  the 

tas,  by  which  the  said  Hastings  agreed  to  surrender  of  the  (brt  and  territories  of  Ahmo- 

deliver  up  to  them  all  the  countries,  places,  dabad,  and  of  the  fortress  of  Gualior,  tohidk 

cities,  and  forts,  particularly  the  island  of  are  not  evrs  to  give,  and  which  toe  could  not 

Basscin,  (taken  from  the  peshwa,  during  the  wrett/rom  the  proprieton  without  the  greaUat 

war,)   and  to  relinquish    all   claim  to  the  vwlatun  of  ptMic  faith.    No  state  of  afiairS} 

country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  ceded  to  the  in  our  opinions,  could  warrant  our  aoquies- 

oompany  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder :  that  oence  to  such  requisition ;  and  we  are  morally 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also,  at  the  certain,  that,  had  we  yielded  to  them,  such  a 

same  time,  by  a  private  and  separate  agree-  consciousness  of  the  state  of  our  aflairs  wouU 

ment,  deliver  up  to  Madajee  Scindia  the  whole  have  been  implied,  as  wouU  have  produced 

«f  the  city  of  Broach ;  that  is,  not  only  the  an  effect  the  very  reverse  fitmi  that  for  which 

share  in  the  said  city,  which  the  India  com-  it  viras  intended,  by  raising  the  presumptioo 

pany  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  of  the  enemy,  to  exact  yet  more  ignominious 

but  the  other  share  thereof,  which  the  India  terms,  or  perh^s  their  refusal  to  accept  of 

company  pocsessed  for  several  years  beA>re  any ;  nor,  in  our  opini<m,  would  they  have 

that  treaty ;  and  that  among  the  reasons  as-  failed  to  excite  in  others  the  same  belief,  and 

signed  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  totally  the  consequent  decision  of  all  parties  against 

stripping  the   presidency  of  Bombay  of  all  us,  as  the  natural  consequences  of  our  do- 

their  possessions  on  the  Malabar  coast,  he  has  cline."    That  the  said  Hastings  himself,  in 

declared,  that  "  from  the  general  tenour  of  his  instructions  to    Mr.  David  Andsraon, 

the  res<  of  the  treaty,  the  settlement  of  Bom-  after  authorizing  him  to  restore  all  that  we 

bay  would  be  in  future  put  on  such  a  footing,  had  conquered  during  the  war,  expressly  *<  eoc- 

that  it  might  well  become  a  question  whether  cepted  Ahmcdabad, .  and  the  territory  con- 

the  possession  of  an  inconsiderable  territory,  quered  for  Futty  Sing  Gwicowar."    That 

without  forts,  would  not  be  attended  with  more  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  peace 

loss  than  advantage,  as  it  must  necessarily  concluded  by  him,  has  yielded  to  every  one  of 

occasion  considerable  expense,  must  require  the  conditions  reprobated  in  the  proceeding 

troops  for  its  defence,  and  might  probably  in  declarations,  as  ignominious, and  incompatible 

the  end  lead,  as  Scindia  apprehended,  to  a  with  public  faith, 

renewal  of  war."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  afaftn* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  don  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the  manner  •!• 

this  manner  put  an  end  to  a  war  commenced  ready  charged  ;  and  that  the  said  ranna  has 

by  him  willtout  provocation,  and  continued  not  only  lost  the  fort  of  Gualior,  but  all  hie 

by  him  without  necessity,  and  having  for  own  country,  and  is  himself  a  prisMier.— 

that  purpoKft  made  no  many  sacrifices  to  the  That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interpose  to 

Mahratlaf  fai  points  of  essential  interest  to  obtain  any  terms  in  favour  of  the  nabob  of 

the  India  company,  did  consent  and  agree  to  Bopaul,  who  was  with  great  reason  desiroos 

edier  articles,  utterly  dushonourable  to  the  of  concealing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  nUndi- 

British  name  and  character,  having  sacrificed  ment  he  had  borne  to  tlie  English  (ovens* 

or  abandoned  every  one  of  the  native  princes,  meoX  ;  the  said  nabob  having  a  just  dread  of 

who,  by  hi*  solicitations  and  promises  had  thedan/^er  of  being  exposed  to  the 
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of  the  Mahrtttas,  and  no  dependence  on  the  such  treacherous  desertion  of  the  said  Rago- 

IhiUi  and  protection  of  the  English.    That  ha  is  not  capable  of  being  justified  by  any 

bj  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Futty  plea  of  necessity ;  but  that  in  fkct  no  sucli 

SiBf  it  was  stipulated,  that,  when  a  negocia-  necessity  existed ;  since  it  appears,  that  the 

tioo  for  peace  should  take  place,  his  interest  nizam,  who  of  all  the  contracting  parties  in 

sbould  be  primarily  considered ;  and  that  Mr.  the  confederacy  was  personally  most  hostile 

David  Anderson,  the  minister  and  representa-  to  Ragoba,  did  himself  propose,  that  Ragoba 

life  of  the  governour-general  and  council,  did  might  have  an  option  given  him  of  residing 

declare  to  Scindia,  that  it  was  indispensably  within  the  company's  territories.— That  the 

taciunbent  on  us  to  support  Futty  Sing^i  plan  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  Mah- 

igbta.  rattas  by  application  to  Scindia,  and  through 

That  nevertheless  every  acquisition  made  his  mediation,  was  earnestly  recommended  to 

for  or  by  the  said  Futty  Sing  during  the  war,  the  said  Hastings  by  the  presidency  of  Bom* 

particalarly  the  fort  sikI  territories  of  Ah-  bay,  so  early  as  in  February,  1779,  who  stated 

iMdabad,  were  given  up  by  the  said  Hast^  clearly  to  him  the  reasons  why  such  appli* 

ings :  that  Futty  Sing  was  replaced  under  cation  ought  to  be  made  to  Scindia  in  pre> 

dw  subjection  of  the  peshwa  (whose  resent-  ference  to  any  other  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs, 

mad,  he  had  provoked  by  taking  part  with  us  and  why  it  would  probably  be  successful ;  the 

B  the  war,)  and  under  an  obli^tion  to  pay  a  truth  and  justice  of  which  reasons  were  fully 

tribate,  not  specified,  to  the  peshwa,  and  to  evinced   in  the  issue,  when  the  said  Hast* 

pcftm  such  services,  and  to  be  subject  to  ings,  after  incurring,  by  two  years'  delay,  all 

mdk  obedience  as  had  long  been  established  the  losses  and  distresses  of  a  calamitous  war, 

aid  customary ;  and  that,  no  limit  being  fixed  did  actually  pursue  that  very  plan  with  much 

Is  much  tribute  or  services,  the  said  Fut^  less  effect  or  advantage  than  might  have  been 

Siof  has  been  left  wholly  at  tlie  mercy  of  the  obtained  at  the  time  the  advice  was  given. 

llahrmttas«  That  he  neglected  the  advice  of  the  presi* 

That  with  respect  to  Ragoba,  the  said  Hast*  doncy  of  Bombay,  and  retarded  the  peace, 

iifs,  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderson,  as  well  as  made  its  conditions  worse,  from 

djed  4th  of  November,  1781,  contented  him-  an  dl>stinate  attachment  to  his  project  of  an 

silf  with  saying,  '*  We  cannot  totally  abandon  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  the  rajah 

the  interests  of  Ragonaut  Row.    Endeavour  of  Berar,  the  object  of  which  was  rather  a 

lo  obtain  for  him  an  adequate  provision."—  new  war,  than  a  termination  of  the  war  then 

TbtA   Mr.  Anderson  declared  to  Madajee  existing  against  the  peshwa. 

Scmdia,  "  that  as  we  had  given  Ragoba  pro-  That  the  said  Hastings  did  further  embar- 

leclioo  as  an  independent  prince,  and  not  rass  and  retard  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  by 

broo^  him  into  our  settlement  as  a  prisoner,  employing  difi^rent  ministers  at  the  courts 

mm  oonld  not  m  honour  pretend  to  impose  ihe  of  the  several  confederate  powers,  whom  he 

aiHllest  restraint  on  his  will,  and  he  must  be  severally  empowered  to  treat  and  negociate  a 

mk  liberty  to  go  wherever  he  pleased ;  that  it  peace.    That  these  ministers  not  acting  in 

■MHt  reat  with  Scindia  himself  to  prevail  on  concert,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  each  oth- 

^tm  to  reside  in  his  country ;  all  that  we  er's  commissions,  and  having  no  instructions 

««ald  do  was  to  agree,  after  a  reasonable  time,  to  commimicate  their  respective  proceedings 

le  wilhckraw  our  protection  from  him,  and  not  to  each  other,  did,  in  effect,  counteract  their 

ie  Insist  on  the  payment  of  the  stipend  to  several  negociations.—That  this  want  of  con* 

isn^  as  Scindia  had  proposed,  unless  on  the  cert  and  of  simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and 

«aaditioo  of  bis  residing  in  some  part  of  Scin-  intricacy  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  nego* 

^'s  territories."  elation  on  our  part,  was  compla^ied  of  by  out 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  de-  ministers  as  embarrassing  and  disconcerting 

<daratieoB,  and  in  violation  of  the  public  fiuth  to  us,  while  it  was  advantageous  to  the  ad- 

rfpeatedly  pledged  to  Ragoba,  he  was  total-  verse    party,  who  were    thereby   furnished 

ly  tharilonnd  by  the  said  Hastings  in  the  with  opportunity  and   pretence   for  deUy, 

tfsKj  no  provision  whatever  being  made  even  when  it  suited  their  purpose,  and  enabled  to 

6r  his  subeisteoce,  but  on  a  condition,  to  play  off  one  set  of  negociators  against  an- 

which  he  eould  not  submit  without  the  cer-  other ;  that  it  also  created  jealousy  and  dis- 

lifai  loss  of  his  liberty,  and  probable  ha-  trust  in  the  various  contending  parties  with 

wd  ef  hie  life,  namely,  that  he  should  to-  whom  we  were  treating  at  the  same  time,  and 

hmlvily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to  make  eontradio* 

Bdadia,  and  quietly  reside  with  him.    That  tory  professions,  while  it  betrayed  and  «■■ 
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pOMd  to  them  all  our  own  eagenien  and     ment  with  a  formal  obserrance  of  it,  aM 
impatience   for  peace ;  railing  thereby  the     taught  them  how  they  might  at  once  be  paiw 
general  claims  and  pretension!  of  the  enemy,     ties  in  a  peace  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  in  an  of> 
That  while  Dalhousie  Watherston,  Esquire,  fensire  alliance  for  immediate  hostility  agaimt 
was  treating  at  Poonah  and  David  Anderson,  him.    That  these  lessons  of  public  dopUdtj 
Esquire,  in  Scindia's  camp,  with  separate  and  artifice,  and  these  devices  of  ostensibk 
powers  ^plied  to  the  same  object,  the  min«  faith  and  real  treachery,  could  have  no  cfleet 
ister  at  Poonah  informed  the  said  Wather-  but  to  degrade  the  national  character,  ud 
ston,  that  he  had  received  proposals  for  peace  to  inspire  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  with 
from  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  the  approbation  whom  we  were  in  treaty,  with  a  distraM  is 
of  Sir  Eyro  Coote ;  that  he  returned  other  our  sincerity  and  good  faith.— >That  the  ob* 
proposals  to  the  said  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  ject  of  this  fimudulent  policy  (viz.  the  utter 
had  assured   him   (the  minister)   that  those  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  a  partitioo 
proposals  toould  bt  acceded  to,  and  that  Mr,  of  his  dominions)  was  neither  wise  in  itself, 
Maepher$on  would  $el  out  for  Bengal,  qfler  or  authorized  by  the  orders  and  instructloBi 
which  orderi  thotdd  he  immediately  dupateh'  of  the  company  to   their  servants  ;  that  h 
ed  frmn  the  honourable  the  govemow'gene^  was  incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peaos,  is 
ral  and  council  to  the  effect  he  wiehed.    That  which  Hyder  Ally  was  included,  and  cootn- 
the  said  nabob  '*  bad  promised  to  obtain  and  ry  to  the  repeated  and  best  understood  is- 
forward  to  him  the  expected  ordertfrom  Ben-  junctions  of  the  company ;  being,  in  the  first 
g(U  in  Jifteen  days,  and  that  he  was  there-  place,  a  bargain  for  a  new  war,  and  in  tbi 
foro  every  instant  in  expectation  of  their  arri-  next  aiming  at  an  extension  of  our  territory 
val ;  and  obser%'ed,  that,  when  General  God-  by  conquest.    That  the  best  and   soundest 
dard  proposed  to  send  a  confidential  person  to  political  opinions  on  the  relations  of  theM 
Poonah,  he  conceived  that  those  orders  must  states  have  always  represented  our  great  se- 
have  actually  reached  him  ;"  that  therefore  curity  against  the  power  of  the  Maltfattas  to 
the  treaty,  formally  concluded  by  David  An-  depend  on  its  being  balanced  by  that  of  Hj- 
derson,  was  in  effect  and  substance  the  same  der  Ally ;   and  the  Mysore  country  is  so 
with  that  offered,  and  in  reality  concluded  by  placed  as  a  barrier   between  the   Camatie 
the    nabob    of   Arcot,  with    the    exception  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  to  make  it  our  intO" 
only  of  Salsette,  which  the  nabob  of  Arcoc  rest  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that  bar^ 
had  agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mahrattas.  That  rier,  than  to    level  and  destroy   it.    Thtf 
the  intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  the  said  treaty  of  partition  does  express  itp 
in  pressing  for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on  self  to  be  eventual  with  regard  to  the  making 
terms  so  dishonourable,  and  by  measures  so  and   keeping  of  peace ;    but     through   ths 
rash  and  ill-concerted,  was  not  to  restore  whole  course  of  the  said  Hastings's  proceed- 
and   establish  a  general  peace    throughout  ing,  ho  did  endeavour  to  prevent  any  peacs 
India,  but  to  engage  the  India  company  in  a  with  the  sultan  or  nabob  of  Mysore,  Tipfid 
new  war  agair.st  Hyder  Ally  and  to  make  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endeavour  to 
the    Mahrattas  parties  therein.     That  the  frustrate  all  the  methods  which  could  hate 
eagerness  and  passion  with  which  the  said  rendered  the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and  par> 
Hastings  pursued  this  object,  laid  him  open  tition  wholly  unnecessary, 
to  the  Mahrattas,  who  depended  thereon  for        That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  cflee- 
obtaining  whatever  they  should  demand  firom  tual   step   to  oblige   Hyder  Ally   to  make 
us.— That  in  order  to  carry  the  point  of  an  good  the  conditions  for  which  they  had  en- 
offensive  alliance  against  Hyder  Ally,  the  gaged  in  his  behalf,  and  the  war  continuing  to 
said  Hastings  exposed  the  negociation  for  be  carried  on  in   the  Camatie  by   Tippoo 
peace  with  the  Mahrattas  to  many  difficulties  Sultan,  son  and  successour  of  Hyder  A\\j, 
and  delays.    That  the  Mahrattas  were  bound  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  undertook, 
by  a  clear  and   recent  engagement,  which  upon  their  own  authority,  to  open  a  negocit- 
Hyder  had  never  violated  in  any  article,  to  tion  with  the  said  Tippoo ;  which  measnrv, 
make  no  peace  with  us  which  should  not  though  indispensably  necet8ary,tbe  said  Hsst- 
include  him;    that  they  pleaded  the  sacred  ings  utterly  disapproved  and  diacotrntenaneed, 
nature  of  this  obligation  in  answer  to  all  our  expressly  denying  that  there  was  any  grenad 
requisitions   on  this  head,  while   the  said  or  motive  for  entering  into  any  direct  or  ss> 
Hastings,  still  importunate  for  his  favourite  parate  treaty  with  Tippoo ;  and  not  conaarif 
point,  suggested  to  them  various  means  of  re-  ing  to,  or  authorizing  any  negociation  kt 
conciling  a  substantial  breach  of  their  engage-  such  treaty,  until  after  a  cessation  of  boatOi' 
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iIm  had  been  brought  about  with  him  by  the  March,  1784,  against  the  presidency  of  that 
prcndeocy  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  August,  place,  without  any  communication  thereof  to 
177S,  and  the  ministers  of  Tippoo  had  been  the  said  presidency,  the  said  complaint  being 
rseeived  and  treated  with  by  that  presidency,  addressed  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the 
and  commissioners,  in  return,  actually  sent  substance  of  which  complaint  was,  that  he 
hj  the  said  presidency  to  the  court  of  Poo-  (the  nabob)  bad  not  been  made  a  party  to 
■ih  ;  which  late  and  reluctant  consent  the  late  treaty  :  and  although  his  interest  had 
and  authority  were  extorted  from  him  the  been  suflkiently  provided  for  in  the  said 
wud  Hastings  in  consequence  of  the  acknow*  treaty,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  sign  a 
Isdgement  of  his  agent  at  the  court  of  Ma^  declaration  on  the  2Sd  of  May,  at  Lucknow, 
dtjee  Scindia  (upon  whom  the  said  Warren  forming  the  basis  of  a  new  article,  and  mak- 
Hastings  had  depended  for  enforcing  the  clau-  inga  new  party  to  the  treaty,  after  it  had  been 
MS  of  the  Mahratta  treaty)  of  the  precarious-  by  all  parties  (the  supreme  council  of  CaU 
■sss  of  such  dependence,  and  of  the  necessi-  cutta  included)  completed  and  ratified  and  did 
tjr  of  that  direct  and  separate  treaty  with  transmit  the  said  new  stipulation  to  the  presi- 
Tippoo,  so  long  and  so  lately  reprobated  by  dency  at  Calcutta  solely  for  the  purposes, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  notwithstanding  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot , 
the  information  and  entreaties  of  the  presi-  and  the  said  declaration  was  made  without 
itncf  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  well  as  the  any  previous  communication  with  the  pre* 
ImowB  distresses  and  critical  situation  of  the  sidency  aforesaid,  and  in  consequence  there- 
eompany's  affairs.  That  though  the  said  War^  of  orders  were  sent  by  the  council  at  Calcutta 
rcn  Hastings  did  at  length  give  instructions  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  under 
fcrnegociatingand  making  peace  with  Tippoo,  tkt  Hveresi  threaU  in  case  of  di*«^btdienee  ; 
expressly  adding,  that  those  instructions  ex-  which  orders,  whatever  were  their  purport, 
tended  to  all  the  points,  which  occurred  to  would,  as  an  undue  assumption  of  and  partici- 
kim  or  them  as  capable  of  being  agitated  or  pation  in  the  government,  from  which  he  was 
gained  upon  the  occasion ;— though  the  said  absent,  become  a  high  misdemeanour ;  but, 
instructions  were  sent  after  the  said  commit-  being  to  the  purport  of  opening  the  said  trea- 
sioners  by  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  ty  after  its  solemn  ratification,  and  proposing 
George,  with  directions  to  obey  them ;  though  a  new  clause,  and  a  new  party  to  the  same, 
not  only  the  said  instructions  were  obeyed,  was  also  an  aggravation  of  such  misdemean- 
but  advantages  gained,  which  did  not  occur  our,  as  it  tended  to  convey  to  the  Indian  pow- 
lo  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ;  though  the  ers  an  idea  of  the  unsteadiness  of  the  coun- 
said  peace  formed  a  contrast  with  the  Mah-  cils  and  determinations  of  the  British  govem- 
ratta  peace,  in  neither  ceding  any  territory  ment,  and  to  take  away  all  leliance  on  its 
possessed  by  the  company  before  the  war,  engagements,  and  as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the 
or  delivering  up  any  dependant  or  ally  to  the  affairs  of  the  nation  and  the  company  to  the 
veagoance  ^  his  adversaries,  but  providing  hazard  of  seeing  renewed  all  the  calamities 
for  the  restoration  of  all  the  countries  that  of  war,  from  whence  by  the  conclusion  of  the 
bad  been  taken  from  the  company  and  their  t^.tty  they  had  emerged,  and  upon  a  pre- 
alUes  ;  though  the  supreme  council  of  Cal-  tence  so  weak  as  that  of  proposing  the  nabob 
cvtta,  forming  the  legal  government  of  Ben-  of  Arcot  to  be  a  party  to  the  same,  though  he 
nl  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the  said  Warren 
ings,  ratified  the  said  treaty,  yet  the  said  Hastings  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  which  pro- 
Warren  Hastings,  then  absent  from  the  seat  of  fessed  to  be  for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic  ; 
fOTemment,andoutof  the  province  of  Bengal  though  he  was  not  a  party  to  the  former 
and  forming  no  legal  or  integral  part  of  the  treaty  with  Hyder,  also  relative  to  the  Carna- 
govermnent  during  such  absence,  did,  after  tic ;  tlK»ugh  it  was  not  certain  if  the  treaty 
suth  ratification,  usurp  the  power  of  acting  as  were  once  opened,  and  that  even  Tippoo 
a  part  of  such  government  (as  if  actually  sit-  should  then  consent  to  that  nabob's  bemg  a 
ting  in  council  with  the  other  members  of  the  party,  whether  he  (the  said  nabob^  would 
;)  in  the  consideration  and  unqualified  agree  to  the  clauses  of  the  same,  and  conse- 


eensure  of  tbo  terms  of  the  said  peace.     That  quently  whether  the  said  treaty,  once  opened, 

the  nabob  of  Arcot,   with  whom  the  said  could    afterwards    be  concluded — an  tmcer- 

Hastuigs  did  keep  up  an  unwarrantable,  clan-  tainty,  of    which    he,  the    said    Hastings, 

^Mtine  eorrespondence,  without  any  com-  should  have  learned  to  be  aware,  having  al- 

■Minicatioo  with  the  presidency  of  Madras,  ready  once  been  disappointed  by  the  said  na- 

a  leUer  of  complaint,  daterj  the  27th  of  bob*s  refusing  to  accede  to  n  treaty,  which  hn 
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the  said  Warren  Hastings,  made  for  him  with  fere  the  councUi  at  their  next  meethig,an  Uu 

the  Dutch  about  a  year  before.  ters  receired  by  him  in  the  coarse  ofsoch  cor- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  respondenee  for  their  information." 

broken  a  solemn  and  honourable  treaty  of  peace  And   the  gevemour-general    and  ooonci. 

by  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war ;   having  were  therein  further  ordered,  **  that,  in  trana- 

neglected  to  conclude  that  war  when  he  might  acting  the  business  of  their  departmont  they 

have  done  it  without  loss  of  honour  to  the  shouU   enter,  with  the  utmost  perspicuity 

nation ;  having  plotted  and  contrived  as  far  as  and  exactness,  all  their  proceedings  whatso* 

depended  on  him,  to  engage  the  India  com-  ever ;  and  all  dissents,  if  such  shmiU  at  any 

pany  in  another  war,  as  soon  as  the  former  time  be  made  by  any  member  of  their  board, 

should  be  concluded ;  and  having  at  last  put  together  with  all  letters  sent  or  received  in 

an  end  to  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  Mah-  the  course  of  their  correspondence ;  and  that 

nttas  by  a  most  ignominious  peace  with  them,  broken  sets  of  such  proceedings,  to  the  latest 

in  which  he  sacrificed  objects  essential  to  the  period  possible,  be  transmitted  to  them  (the 

interests,  and  submitted  to  conditions  utterly  court  of  directors  ;)  a  complete  set  at  the  end 

incompatible  with  the  honour  of  this  nation,  of  'every  year,  and  a  duplicate  by  the  next 

and  with  his  own  declared  sense  of  the  dis*  conveyance." 

honourable  nature  of  thoso  conditions ;  and  That  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders,  and  in 
having  endeavoured  to  open  anew  the  treaty  breach  of  the  above-recited  act  of  parlia> 
concluded  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  through  the  ment,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sun- 
means  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  dry  instances,  concealed  from  his  council  the 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  honour,  and  correspondence  carried  on  between  him  and 
which  established  peace  in  India ;  and  the  princes  or  country  powers  in  India,  and 
thereby  exposing  the  British  possessions  neglected  to  communicate  the  advices  and  in- 
there  to  the  renewal  of  the  dangers  and  cala*  telligence  be  from  time  to  time  received  from 
mities  of  war — has  by  these  several  acts  been  the  British  residents  at  the  different  courts  in 
guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and  misdo-  India  to  the  other  members  of  the  govem- 
meanours.  ment ;  and  without  their  knowledge,  counsel, 

or  participation,  has  despatched  orders  on 

— —  matters  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  company, 

zxi.  cORnKSPOiTDXircx.  That,  moreover,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, for  the  purpose  of  covering  his  own 

That  by  an  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  hu  improper  and  dangerous  practices  from  his 
present  majesty,  entitled  "an  act  for  establish-  employers,  has  withheld  from  the  court  of 
ing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  manage-  directors,  upon  sundry  occasions,  copies  of 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company,  the  proceedings  had,  and  the  oorresptMideBoe 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  "  The  gover-  carried  <»i  by  him  in  his  official  capaci^,  aa 
nour-general  and  council  are  required  and  di-  goyemour-general,  whereby  the  court  of  di- 
rected to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  orders  rectors  have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  mat> 
as  they  shall  receive  from  the  court  of  directors  ters  which  it  highly  imported  them  to  know, 
of  the  said  united  company,  and  to  correa-  and  the  affairs  of  the  company  have  been  ex- 
pend firom  time  to  time,  and  constantly  and  posed  to  much  inconvenience  and  injury, 
diligently  transmit  to  the  said  court  an  exact  That  in  all  such  concealments  and  acts 
particular  of  all  advices  or  intelligence,  and  of  done  or  ordered  without  the  consent  and  au- 
all  transactions  and  matters  whatsoever,  that  thority  of  the  supreme  council,  the  said  War- 
shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  relating  to  the  ren  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  high  criaiM 
government,  commerce,  revenues,  or  interest  and  misdemeanours, 
of  the  said  united  company." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  above-recited  — • 
■ct,  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 

iofltrattions  of  the  29th  March,  1774,  to  the  zxii.    rights  of  itzoola   kkah, 

govemour-general   and   council,  did  direct,  &c.  bkfork  the  trxatt  or 

"that  the  correspondence  with  the  princes  or  lall-davs. 
country  powers  in  India  should  be  carried  on 

thrtwgh  the  govemour-general  only ;  but  that  I.— That  the  nabob    Fyzoola   Kbftn, 

■i  letters  to  be  sent  by  him  should  be  first  ap-  who  now  holds  of  the  vixier  the  lerritoiy  ol 

pr>ved  in  council ;  and  that  he  should  l«y  be-  Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  certain  other  dis- 
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tricU  dependent  thereon,  in  the  country  of  the  awful  manner  to  the  generosity  vnd  niagna- 

Rohillas,  ii  the  second  son  of  a  prince,  re-  nimity  of  this  nation,  *^  by  whose  means  he 

■owned  in  the  history  of  Hindostan  under  the  hoped  in  God,  that  he  should  receive  justice ;" 

nme  of  Ali  Mohammed  Kh&n,  some  time  and  as  "  the  person,  who  designed  the  war, 

serereign  of  all  that  part  of  Rohilcund,  which  was  no  more ;"  as  "  in  that  he  was  himself 

is  particularly  distinguished  by  the  appella-  guiltless ;"  and,  as  "  he  had  never  acted  in 

tion  of  the  kutteehr.  such  a  manner  as  for  the  vizier  to  have  taken 

hatred  to  his  heart  against  him ;  that  he  might 

n.— That  after  the  death  of  Ali  Moham-  be  re-instated  in  his  ancient  possessions,  (b« 

Bed  aforesaid,  as  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  together  country  of  his  father." 
with  his  elder  brother,  was  then  a  prisoner  of 

nar  at  a  place  called  Herat,  "  the  Rohilla  V. — That  on  the  lost  of  the  three  dates 
cUc6  took  possession  of  the  ancient  estates  "  above  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  S7th 
of  the  captive  princes ;  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoo-  of  May,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n  did  also 
la  Kh4n  was  from  necessity  compelled  to  send  to  the  commander-in-chief  a  vakeel,  or 
waive  his  hereditary  rights  for  the  inconside-  ambassadour,  who  was  authorized  on  the  part 
rable  districts  of  Rampore  and  Shawabad,  of  him  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  his  mas- 
then  estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  .ter)  to  make  a  specific  ofier  of  three  proposi- 
iacks  of  annual  revenue.  ^  tions;  and  that  by  one  of  the  said  proposi- 
tions, "an  annual  increase  of  near  400,00(M. 
ni.— That  in  1774,  on  the  invasion  of  would  have  accrued  to  the  revenues  of  our 
Rohilcund  by  the  united  armies  of  the  Vizier  ally,  and  tho  immediate  acquisition  of  above 
Shuja  ul  Dowla  and  the  company,  the  Na-  SOOfiOOl.  to  the  company,  for  their  influence 
bob  Fyzoola  Khiui,  '*  with  some  of  his  people,  in  effecting  an  accommodation  perfectly  coo- 
vts  present  at  the  decisive  battle  of  St.  sistent  with  their  engagements  to  the  vizier/* 
George,"  where  Hafiz  Rhanet,  the  great  lead-  and  strictly  consonant  to  the  demands  of 
srof  the  Rohillas,  and  many  others  of  their  justice, 
principal  chie6  were  slain;    but,  escaping 

from  the  slaughter,  Fyzoola  Kh&n  "  made  his  VI. — That  so  great  was  the  confidence  of 
retreat  good  towards  the  mountains,  with  all  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  in  the  just,  hu- 
hifl  treasure.*'  He  there  collected  the  scatter-  mane,  and  liberal  feelings  of  Englishmen,  as 
ad  remains  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  as  he  was  to  ''  lull  him  into  an  inactivity  "  of  the  most 
the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Ali  Mohammed  essential  detriment  to  his  interests  ;  since, 
Khin,  as  too  the  most  powerful  obstacle  to  *'  in  the  hopes,  which  he  entertained  from 
liBB  pretensions  was  now  removed  by  the  death  the  interposition  of  our  government,*'  he  de- 
af Hafiz,  he  seems  at  length  to  have  been  dined  the  invitation  of  the  Mogul  to  join  the 
generally  acknowledged  by  his  natural  subjects  arms  of  his  majesty  and  the  Mahrattas,  "  ra- 
the undoubted  heir  of  his  father's  authority.  fused  any  connexion  with  the  Seiks,"  and  did 

even  neglect  to  take  the  obvious  precaution  of 

IV .— That,  "  regarding  tho  sacred  sinceri-  crossing  the  Ganges,  as  he  had  originally  in* 

ty  and  Inendship  of  the  English,  whose  good-  tended,  while  the  river  was  yet  fordable,  a 

•ess  and  celebrity   is  every  where  known,  movement  which  would  have  enabled  him  cer- 

who  dispossess  no  one,"  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  tainly  to  bafl3e  all  pursuit,  and  probably  "  to 

iQi&n  made  early  overtures  for  peace  to  Co-  keep  the  vizier  in  a  state  of  disquietude  for 

looel  Alexander  Cliampion,  commander-in-  the  remainder  of  his  life." 
duef  of  the  company's  forces  in  Bengal :  that 

he  did  propose  to  the  said  Colonel  Alexander  VII.— Tliat  the  commander-in-chief,  Colo- 

Cbampion,  in  three  letters,  received  on  tho  nel  Alexander  Champion  aforesaid,  "  thought 

14th,  f4th,  and  27th  of  May,  to  put  himself  nothing  could  be  more  honourable  to  this  na- 

tmder  the  protection  either  of  the  company  or  tion  than  the  support  of  so  exalted  a  cha- 

of  the  vizier,  through  the  mediation,  and  with  racter ,  and  whilst  it  could  be  done  on  termt 

the  guarantee  of  the  company  ;  and  that  he  did  so  advantageous,  supposed  it  very  unlikely, 

offer  "  whatever  was  conferred  upon  him,  to  that  the  vakeel's  proposition  should  bereceiv- 

ptLj  MM  much,  without  damage  or  deficiency,  aa  ed  with  indifference  ;*'  that  he  did  according- 

any  other  person  would  agree  to  do  ;"  stating  ly  refer  it  to  the  administration  through  War- 

■t  the  same  time  his  condition  and  preten-  renHantings,  Esquire,  then  govemour  of  Fort 

nam  herein  before  recited,  as  facts  "  evident  William,  and  president  of  Bengal ;  and  he  did 

M  the  sun ;"  and  appealing  in  a  forcible  and  at  the  same  time  enclose  to  the  said  Warrw 
Vot.  III.— 17.                                        M 
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Hutinfi  a  letter  firom  the  Nabob  Fysoola  micfa  a  prindple  it  highlj  derogatoiy  to  Iht 

Kh&n  to  the  said  Hastings ;  which  letter  does  justice  aad  hooour  of  the  English  aaiM,  aad 

not  appear,  but  must  be  supposed  to  have  fuDdaroeotally  injurious  to  our  interests,  ia- 

been  of  the  same  tenour  with  those  befere  asmudi  as  it  hath  an  immediate  tendeaej  to 

cited  to  the  commander-in-chief;  of  which  eicite  distrust,  jealousy,  fear,  and   hatred 

also  copies  were  sent  to  the  said  Hastings  by  against  as  among  all  the  subordinate  potea- 

the  commander-in-chief;  and  be  (the  com-  tates  of  Hindostan. 
roander-in-chief  aforesaid)  after  urging  to  the 

said  Hastings  sundry  good  and  cogent  argu-  X.— That,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  do* 
ments  of  policy  and  prudence,  in  fiivour  oi  the  spotic  principle,  the  president  ( Warrsn  HaaU 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  did  conclude  by  ings  aforesaid)  did  persist  to  obstruct,  as  hr 
*'  wishing  for  nothing  so  much  as  for  the  adc^  as  in  ham  lay,  every  adrance  towards  an  ac- 
tion of  some  measure,  that  might  strike  all  commodatioo  between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ol 
the  powers  of  the  east  with  admiratioo  of  our  Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n ;  and 
justice,  in  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  the  Tinor."  particularly  on  the  16th  of  September,  only 

eight  days  after  the  said  Hastings,  in  coo* 

VIII.— That  in  answer  to  sodi  laudable  junction  with  the  other  members  of  the  select 
wish  of  the  said  commander-in-chief,  thepn^  commktee  of  Bengal,  had  publicly  testified 
sident  (Warren  Hastings)  preferring  his  own  his  tatUfaetion  in  the  prospect  of  on  nncwsis 
prohibited  plans  of  extended  dominion  to  the  dationf  and  had  hoped  that  '*  his  excellency 
mild,  equitable,  and  wise  policy  inculcated  (themier)  would  be  disposed  to  conciliate  the 
in  the  standing  orders  of  his  superiours  and  affections  (of  the  Rohillas)  to  his  govomnflBt 
now  enforced  by  the  recommendation  of  the  by  aeet^ng  to  kniefU  temu;"  he,  the  said 
commander-in-chief,  did  instruct  and  "desire  "  Hastings,  did  nerertheless  write,  and  without 
him,  the  said  commander-in-chief,  **  instead  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  his  colleagoof, 
ef  soliciting  the  vizier  to  relinquish  his  coo-  did  privately  despatch,  a  certain  answer  to  a 
quest  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  to  discourage  it  as  letter  of  the  commander-in-chief;  in  which 
much  as  was  in  his  power  ;*'  although  the  said  answer  the  said  Hastings  did  express  other 
Hastings  did  not  once  express  or  even  inti-  cantnuHeiory  Aopss,  namely,  that  the  corn- 
mate,  any  doubt  whatever  of  the  Nabob  Fy-  mander-in-chief  had  rttolvtd  on  proaeaUimg 
zoola  Kh&n*8  innocence  as  to  the  origin  of  tht  war  la  a  Jinal  issue,  "  because  (as  the 
the  war,  or  of  his  hereditary  right  to  the  territo-  said  Hastings  explains  himself )  it  appears 
ries  which  he  claimed ;  but  to  the  said  plots  very  plainly  that  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  bisadhn- 
of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  as  well  as  to  rents,  lay  at  your  mtrcy ;  because  I  apprdbeM 
the  arguments  both  of  policy  and  justice  much  inconvenience  from  delays;  and  bo- 
advanced  by  the  commander-in-chief,  he,  the  cause  /  am  moraUy  certain  that  no  good  mtt 
said  Hastings,  did  solely  oppose  certain  spo-  be  gained  by  negodating  f*  ther^y  artfnUy 
culative  objects  of  imagined  expediency,  sum-  suggesting  his  wishes  <^  what  mighi  bo,  m 
ming  up  his  decided  rejection  of  the  proposals  his  hope)  of  what  had  been,  resolved  ;  and 
made  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  in  the  plainly,  though  indirectly,  instigating  the 
following  remarkable  words :  commander-in-chief    to    much    cAonoa   of 

**  With  respect  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  he  op-  blood  in  an  immediate  attack  on  the  lU^il- 

peare  not  to  merit  our  ooneideration.     The  las,  posted  as  they  were  '*  in  a  very  stroag 

petty  toner eign  of  a  country  eetimated  at  nx  situation,''  and  "  combatting  fi>r  all." 
or  eight  lacke  ought  not  for  a  moment  to 


prove  an  impediment  to  any  of  our  meaeuree^         XI.— That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 
or  to  qff^  the  eontieteney  of  our  eonduat,^^         swer  aforesaid,  did  further  endeavour  to  i» 

flame  the  commander-in-chief  against  ^Ntp 
IX. — That  in  the  aforesaid  violent  and  ar-     bob  Fyzoola  Khlin,  by  representing  the  nad 
hitrary  position,  the  said  Warren  Hastings     nabob  as  "  highly  presuming,  insdent, 


did  avow  it  to  be  a  public  principle  of  his  evasive  ;*' and  knowing  the  distrust  «hi«^  the 

government  that  no  right,  however  manifest.  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  entertainao  cf  the  vi« 

and   no  innocence,  however   unimpeadied,  zier,  the  said  Hastings  did  '*  expressly  desire 

could   entitle   the  weak   to  our   protection  it  should  be  left  wholly  to  the  vizier  to  treal 

against  others,  or  save  them  from  our  own  with  the  enemy  by  hie  oum  agente^  and  in  Am 

■etive  endeavours  for  their  oppression,  and  oum  manner ;"  though  he,  the  said  Haotingi, 

oven  extirpation,  should  they  interfere  with  "  by  no  means  wished  the  vizier  to  lose  tine 

ow  notions  of  political  expediency :  and  that  by  seeking  an  accommodation,  since  it  wouU 
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ke  more  eflfWstual,  more  decisire,  umI  more  fubject  to  certain  coDditione,  of  which  the 

wnwifCTil  with  hu  digiutyf  indeed  loilA  kit  Ae-  more  importtnt  were  as  follow : 

■eir,  u)kieh  he  hoe  already  pledged,  to  abide  "  That  Fyzoola  Kh&a  should  retain  in  hi* 

bf  his  first  ofHsrs  to  dictate  the  conditione  of  service  5000  troops,  and  not  a  single  man 

peace,  and  to  admit  only  an  acceptance  witji-  more. 

out  reservation,  or  a  clear  refusal  from  his  ad-  "  That  with  whomsoever  the  vizier  should 

lersary ;"  therrby  affecting  to  hold  up,  in  op-  make  war,  Fyxoola  Kb&n  should  send  tmo  or 

position  to,  and  in  exclusion  of,  the  substan-  three  thoutand  men,  meearding  to  hit  ahiliijf,  to 

lial  claims  of  justice,  certain  ideal  obligations  join  the  forces  of  the  vizier : 

flfdignity  and  honour,  that  is  to  say,  the  grir  "  And  that,  if  the  vizier  should  march  in 

Akation  of  pride,  and  the  observance  of  an  person,  Fyzoola  Kh4n  should  himself  aooom- 

arrogant  determination  once  declared.  pany  him  tet/A  AislroofM.*' 

XII.— >That  althongh  the  said  answer  did  III. — That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty 

loC  reach  the  comniander*in-chief  until  peace  above  recited  it  doth  plainly,  positively,  and 

was  actually  concluded ;   and  although  the  indisputably  appear,  that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 

dingerous  consequences  to   be  apprehended  Kh&n,  in  case  of  war,  was  not  bound  to  furnish 

fom  the  said  answer  were  thereby  prevented,  more  than  three  thousand  men  under  any 

yet  by  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  said  construction,  miless  the  vizier  should  march 

iBSwer,    Warren    Hastings,    Esquire,    did  in  person, 
ftrongly  evince  his  ultimate  adherence  to  all 

the  lormer  violent  and  unjust  principles  of  his  I V^-— That  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  was 

eonduct  towards  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  not  positively  bound  to  furnish  so  many  as 

whidi  principles  were  disgracefiil  to  the  cha^-  SOOO  men,  but  an  indefinite  number, not  more 

racter,  and  injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this  than  three,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand ; 

aation ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that,  of  the  precise  number  within  such  limi- 

(fid  thereby,  in  a  particular  manner,  exclude  tations,  the  ability  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  not 

himself  from  any  share  of  credit  for  "  the  the  discretion  of  tlie  vizier,  was  to  be  the 

honourable  period  put  to  the  Rohilla  war,  standard  ;  and  that  such  ability  could  only 

which  has  in  some  degree  done  away  the  re-  mean  that,  which  was  equitably  consistent 

preach  so  wantonly  brought  on  the  English  not  only  with  the  external  defence  of  his  jag- 

'  hire,  but  with  the  internal  good  management 

thereof,  both  as  to  its  police  and  revenue. 


v.— That  even  in  case  the  vizier  should 

iMBTi  OF  rrzooLA  KHAN  uifDES  THE  march  in  person,  it  might    be  reasonably 

TRXATT  OF  LALL-DANO.  doubtod  whether  the  personal  service  of  the 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  <'  with  his  troops," 

I.—- That  notwithstanding    the  culpable  most  be  understood  to  be,  with  all  his  troops, 

nd  criminal  reluctance  of  the  President  Has-  or  only  with  the  number  before  stipulated, 

tiuB,  herein  before  recited,  a  treaty  of  peace  not  more  than  three,  and  not  less  than  two 

IM  fiieodship  between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ul  thousand  men ;  and  that  the  latter  is  the  in- 

Dowla  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khlm  was  terpretation  finally  adopted  by  Warren  Has- 

finallj  signed  and  scaled,  on  the  7th  October,  tings  aforesaid,  and  the  council  of  Bengal,who, 

1774,  at  a  place  called  Lall>Dang,  in  the  pre-  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  April 

tenee,  and  with  the  attestation  of  the  Britirii  6th,  178S,  represent  the  clauses  of  the  treaty 

eoamotander-in-chief.  Col.  Alexander  Cham-  relative  to  the  stipulated  aid  as  meanii^  sim- 

pioo  aforesaid ;  and  that  for  the  said  treaty  the  plyt  that  Fyzoola  Kh&n  "  should  send  f  or 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  agreed  to  pay,  and  did  9000  men  to  join  the  vizier's  forces,  or  attend 

•Ctaany  pay,  the  valuable  consideration  of  in  person  in  case  it  should  be  requisite." 
half  his  treasure,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 

lacks  of  rupees,  or  150,000^  sterling,  and        VI.— That  from  the  aforesaid  terms  of  liie 

■pwardi.  treaty  it  doth  not  specifically  appear  of  what 

the  stipulated  aid  should  consist,  whether  of 

11.— Tliat  by  the  said  treaty  the  Nabob  horse  or  foot,  or  in  what  proportion  of  both ; 

Fjzoola  Kh&n  was  established  in  the  quiet  but  that  it  is  the  recorded  opinion,  matmvly 

yiwinnion    of  Rampore,    Shawabad,    and  formed  by  the  said  Hastings  and  his  council, 

**  MOM  Other  districts  dependent  thOTeoa,**  in  January,  178S,  that  even  **  a  single  bono- 
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man  induded  in  the  tid  which  Fyxoola  Khka  good  fkrmer,  food  of  wealth,  not  pontued  of 
might  Aimish,  would  prove  a  literal  compli-  the  poBnon  of  ainlntion"  he  did  peaceaUj 
anoe  with  the  itipulation.**  ^pply  himself  to  *'  improve  the  slate  of  hu 

country  ;  and  did,  by  his  own  jfrudenee  and 
Vn.— That,  in  the  event  of  any  doubt  fair-     attentiont  increase  the  revenues  thereof  W- 
!y  arif  jif^  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the     yond  the  amount  specified  iu  ifhuja  ul  Dow^ 
Nabob  Pyzoola  Khftn,  in  consideration  of  his     la*s  grant." 
hereditary  right  to  the  whole  country,  and  the 

price  by  him  actually  paid  for  the  said  treaty,  II. — That  in  the  year  1777,  and  in  the  lw> 
was  in  equity  entitled  to  the  most  fiivourable  ginning  of  the  year  1778,  being  "  alarmed  aft 
construction.  the  young  vizier's  resumption  of  a  number  ol 

jaghires  granted  by  his  Cither  to  different  per* 
VIII. — That,  from  the  attestation  of  Co-     sons,  and  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  his 
ionel  Champion  aforesaid,  the  government     condua  in  general ;"  and  having  now  learned 
of  Calcutta  acquired  the  same  right  to  inter-     (from  whom  it  docs  not  appear,  but  probablj 
pose  with  the  vizier  for  the  j>rotection  of  the     from  some  person  supposed  of  competent  aa« 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  as  they  the  said  go-     thority,)  that  Colonel  Champion  formerly  wil» 
vernment  had  before  claimed  from  a  similar     nesscd  the  treaty  as  a  private  person,  tiie  N»* 
attestation  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  to  assist  the     hob  Fyzoola  Khdui  did  make  frequent  ao4 
vizier  in  extirpating  the  whole  nation  of  the     urgent  solicitations  to  Nathaniel  Middleton, 
said  Fyzoola  Kh^Ln ;  more  especially,  as  in     Esquire,  then  resident  at  Oude,  and  to  War* 
the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker,  it  was  contra-     ren  Hastings  aforesaid,  then  govemour-gen»> 
ry  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  then  adminis-     ral  of  Ben^,  "  for  a  renovation  of  his  (the 
tration,  and  the  furthest  from  the  intentions  of    Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n*s)  treaty  with  the  lalo 
the  said  Barker  himself,  that  his  attestation     vizier,  and  the  guarantee  of  the  company," 
should  involve  the  company ;  but  the  attests-     or  for  **  a  separate  agreement  with  the  com- 
tion  of  Colonel  Champion  was  authorized  by     P*ny  for  his  defence  y*  considering  them  (the 
all  the  powers  of  the  government,  as  a  "sane-     company)  as  <*  the  only  power  in  which  be 
tion  **  intended  **  to  add  validity  "  to  the  trea-     ^^  confidence,  and  to  which  he  could  look  for 
ty  :  that  they  the  said  government,  and  in     protection." 
particular    the  said    Warren   Hastings,  as 

the  first  executive  member  of  the  same,  were  HI. — That  the  said  resident  Middleton, 
bound  by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  duly  to  t^d  the  said  govcmour-general  Hastings, 
exorcise  the  aforesaid  right,  if  need  were  ;  did  not,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  en- 
and  that  their  duty  so  to  interfere  was  more  deavour  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
particularly  enforced  by  the  spirit  of  the  cen-  Nabob  Fyzoola  KMn  by  assuring  him  of  his 
sures  past  both  by  the  directors  and  proprie-  safety  under  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham- 
tors  in  the  Rohilla  war,  and  the  satisfaction  pion*s  attestation  aforesaid  ;  but  by  their  cri- 
expressed  by  the  directors  "  in  the  honourable  ninal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive  ezpressiow 
end  put  to  that  war."  (as  there  is  just  ground  from  their  subeequent 

_____^  language  and  conduct  to  believe)   they,  the 

said  Middleton  and  the  said  Hastings,  did  at 
flt7AmAHTEB   OF   THE   TREATY   OP  least  keep  alive  and  confirm  (whoever  may 

LALL-DAiro.  have  originally  suggested)  the  said  apprehen- 

sion; and  that  such  neglect  alone  vrai  the 
I.— That  during  the  life  of  the  Vizier  more  highly  culpable  in  the  said  Hastings,  in- 
Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  for  some  time  aAer  his  asmuch  as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  conjnn^ 
death,  under  his  son  and  successour  Aseph  ul  tion  with  other  members  of  the  select  commit- 
Dowla,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  did  remain  tee  of  the  then  presidency  of  Bengal,  did,  o« 
without  disturbance  or  molestation  ;  that  he  the  17th  of  September,  1774,  write  to  Colo- 
did  all  the  while  imagine  his  treaty  to  be  un-  nel  Champion  aforesaid,  publicly  authoriziiif 
del  the  sanction  of  the  company  from  Colo-  him,  the  said  Colonel  Champion,  to  join  hk 
nel  Champion's  affixing  his  signature  thereto  tanetion  to  the  accommodations  agreed  on 
as  a  witness,  "  which  signature,  as  he  (Fy-  (between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  the 
zoola  Khftn)  supposed,'*  rendered  tliocompa-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh{tn)  to  add  to  their  vaHdi' 
ny  the  arbUratori  between  the  vizier  »d  him-  <y  ,•  and  on  the  6th  of  October  following  did 
self,  in  case  of  disputes ;  and  tJjat  being  "  a  again  write  to  the  said  Colonel  Champion 
man  of  sense,  but  extreme  pwnllanimityf  a     more  explicitly,  to  join  his  sanction,  "  either 
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hf  Bttettiog  Uie  treaty,  or  acting  a$gMaratU§§  V. — That  the  go?emour-gen«ral,  Warren 

m  the  part  of  the  company  for  the  perform-  Hastings  aforesaid,  did  immediately  move 

ance  of  it  ;*'  both  which  letters,  though  they  "  tliat  the  board  approve  the  deputation  of 

did  not  arrive  until  aAer  the  actual  signature  Mr.  Daniel  Barwcll,  and  that  the  resident 

of  the  said  Colonel  Champion,  do  yet  inoontro-  (Middleton)  be  authorized  to  offer  the  com- 

fWlibly  mark  the  solemn  intention  of  the  said  pany's  guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the 

oommittee  (of  which  the  said  Hastings  was  treaty  subsisting  between  the  vizier  and  Fy- 

president)  that  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham-  zoola  Kh&n,  provided  it  mecU  with  the  vizier's 

pion*:i  attestion  should  be  regarded  as  a  pub-  concurrence ;"  and  that  the  govemour-general's 

lie,  not  a  private,  sanction  ;  and  it  was  more  proposition  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative ; 

peculiarly  incumbent  on  such  persons,  who  the  usual  majority  of  council  then  consist* 

had  been  members  of  the  said  committee,  so  ing  of  Richard  BarwoU,  Esquire,  a  near  rela- 

to  rv^ard  the  same.  tion  of  Daniel  Octavus  Harwell,  aforesaid, 

and  the  govemour-genoral  Warren  Hastings^ 

IV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  who,  in  case  of  an  equality,  had  the  casting 

(iirther  guilty  of  much  criminal  concealment  voice. 

fcr  the   space  of  **  twelve    months,**    inas-  * 

moch  as  he  did  not  lay  before  the  board  the  VI.— That  on  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel 

frequent  and  urgent  solicitations,  which  he,  Harwell  full  and  early  assurance  of  FyzooU 

the  said    Hastings,  was  continually  receiv-  Kh&n's  "having  preserved  every  article  of  his 

iag  from  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  until  the  treaty  inviolate,**  the  resident  Middleton  ap- 

Ith  of  March,  1778  ;  on  which  day  the  said  plied  for  the  vizier's  concurrence,  which  waa 

Hastings  did  communicate  to  the  council  a  readily  obtained  ;  the  vizier  however  premis- 

fnlbMc  letter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  re-  ing  that  he  gave  his  consent,  "  taking  it  for 

lident  at  Oudo,  acquainting  the  board,  that  he  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola  Kh&n*s  receiving  the 

(the  said  Middleton)  taking 'occasion  from  a  treaty,  and  khclaut  (or  robe  of  honour)  he 

hte  application  of   Fyzoola  Kh&n  for  the  was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the  complimen- 

eompariv*)!  guarantee,  had  deputed  Mr.  Daniel  tary  presents  usually  offered  on  such  occasions 

Octavus  Barwell  (assistant  resident  at  Be-  tjid  of  such  an  amount  a$  thould  bt  a  manife9m 

■ares,  but  then  on  a  visit  the  resident  Middle-  tation  of  Pyxoola  tCMvLi  due  Menu  of  hi$ 

too  at  Lucknow)   to  proceed  with  a  special  friendakipy  and    auitaUe  to  hi*  exceUeney*t 

eonunission  to  Rampore,  tliero  to  inquire  on  rank  to  receive  ;*'  and  that  rlio  resident  Mid- 

tbe  fpoi  into  the   truth  of  certain   reports  dleton  "  did  make  himself  in  t>ome  measure 

circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  responsible  for  the  said  presents  being  ob- 

reports,  however,  the  said  Middleton  tained,"and  did  write  to  Mr.  Daniel  Barwel. 


^  afterwards  confess  himself  to  have  "  a/-  accordingly, 
•qft**  thought  "  in  (As  highest  degree,  im' 

fribable.**  Vll.— That  agreeably  to  the  resolution  o. 

That  the  said  resident  Middleton  did  "  re-  council  herein  before  recited,  the  solicited 

qoest  to  know  whether,  on  proof  of  Fyzoola  guarantee,  under  the  seal  of  the  resiWi>nt  Mid- 

Kfaftn's     innocence,    the    honourable    board  dleton,  thus  duly  authorized  on  behalf  of  the 

would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  (the  resident)  cbmpany,  was  transmitted,  together  with  the 

pemitsion    to  comply   with  his    (Fyzoola  renewed    treaty,    to    Mr.    Daniel    Barwell 

Kk4n*s)  request  of  the  company's  guaranty-  aforesaid  at  Rampore ;  and  that  they  were 

mg  his  treaty  with  the  vizier.*'    And  the  said  both  by  him,  the  said  Barwell,  presented  lO 

Middleton,  in  excuse  for  having  irregularly  the  Nabob  Fyxoola  Kh4n,  with  a  folemnity 

^  availed  himself  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  not  of\en  paralleled,  "  in  the  presence  of  the 

Duiisl   Barwell,"  who  belonged   to  another  greatest  part  of  the  nabob's  subjects,  who 

•tatioo,  and  for  deputing  him  with  the  aforo-  were  assembled,  that  the  ceremony  might 

said  commission  to  Rampore,  without   the  create  a  full  belief  in  the  breasts  of  all  his 

previous  knowledge  of  the  board,  did  urge  people,  that  the  company  would  protect  him 

die  plea  **  of  imtne<liate  necessity  ;"  and  that  as  long  as  he  strictly  adhered  to  the  letter  ot 

flodi  plea,  if  the  necessity  really  existed,  was  his  treaty." 
a  strong  charge  and  accusation  against  the  said 

Wvreo  Hastings,  from  whoso  criminal  ne-  VIII. — That  in  the  conclusion  of  the  said 

fleet  and  conc^ment  the  urgency  of  such  ceremony  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  did  de* 

receseiiy  did  arise.  liver  to  the  said  Barwell,  for  the  use  of  ths 
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TiaeTi  a  mizzer  (or  proMDt)  of  elephanti,  laid    Hattiogs    tor  such   icceptaitce    wm 

borsM,  kc,  and  did  add  thereto  a  lack  of  ru«  therefore  hifhlj  derogatory  to  the  bonom  ol 

pees,  or  10,00(M.  and  upwards ;  which  sum  this  naticm. 
the  said  Barwell,  "not  being  authorized  to 

accept  any  pecuniary  consideratioOi  did  at  X.— That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  coua* 

first  refuse ;"  but  upon  Fyzooia  Kh^'s  urg-  cil  did  ftirther  disapprove  altogether  of  the 

ing,  that  on  such  occasions  it  was  the  inrariar  guarantee,  *'as  unnecessary ;"  and  that  anothir 

ble  custom  of  Uiodostan,  and  that  it  nmtt  •«  member  of  counciii  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire, 

the  pre»ent  be  espeeled,  a»  it  had  been  form/trljf  the  near  relation  of  Daniel  Octarus  Barwell, 

Iht  ctue "  (but  when,  does  not  appear :)  he,  herein  before  named,  did  declare  (but  aflei 

the  said  Barwell,  did  accept  the  "  said  lack  the  said  guarantee  had   taken    place)  thit 

in  the  name  of  the  vizier,"  our  allyi  "  in  "  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  was  in  fad 

whose  wealth  (as  Warren  Hastings  on  ano-  engaged,  by  Colonel  C)tampion*s  signaturt 

thcr  occasion  observed)  we  should  partici-  being  to  the  treaty  with  Fyzooia  Khan,**  that 

pale,"  and  on  whom  we  at  that  time  had  an  the  said  unnecessary  guarantee  did  not  only 

accumulating  demand.  subject  to  a  heavy  expense  a  prince,  whom  we 

were  bound  to  protect,  but  did  further  produce 

IX.— That  over  and  above  the  lack  of  in  his  mind  the  following  obvious  and  nato- 

rupees  thus  presented  to  the  vizier,  the  Na-  ral  conclusions ;  namely,  "  that  the  aignatmn 

bob  Fyzooia  Kh&n  did  likewise  offer  one  other  (f  ony  jtereon^  in,  whatever  pubtic  eapaeity  hi 

lack  of  rupees,  or  upwards  of  10,000/.  more,  at  preeent  appeare^  will  not  be  valid  md  ofef' 

for  the  company,  "  as  some  acknowledgment  /ec/,  as  toon  aa  $ome  other  AaU  JUl  hie  «ta- 

of  the  obligation  be  received  :  that  although  tion  f*  a  conclusion,  however,   immediately 

such  acknowledgment  was  not  pretended  to  tending  to  the  total  discredit  of  all  powers  d^ 

be   the  invariable  custom  of  Hindostan  on  legated  from  the  board  to  any  individual  ser- 

such  occasions,  however  it  might  on  the  pre-  vant  of  the  compatay,  and  consequently  toclog, 

sent  be  expected,"  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  afore-  perplex,  and  embarrass  in  future  all  trauae- 

said  (knowing  probably  the  disposition  and  tions  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  «f 

views  of  tbe  then  actual  government  at  Cal-  government,  and  to  disturb  the  security  of  all 

cutta)  did  not  even  at  first,  decline  the  said  persons  possessing    instruments  already  so 

offer,  but,  as  he  was  not  empowered  to  accept  ratified  ;  yet  the  only  condition  lefl  to  Fy- 

it,  did  immediately  propose  taking  a  bond  for  zoola  Kh&n,  which  <Ud  not  involve  eome  afr 

the  amount,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  board  front  either  to  the  private  honour  of  the  ooa- 

shouU  be  known.  pany's  servants,  or  to  the  public  huDow  of  thi 

That  the  offer  was  accordingly  communicat-  company  itself;  and  that  the  suspicions,  which 
ed  by  the  said  Barwell  to  the  resident  Mid-  originated  from  the  said  idea  in  the  breast  of 
dleton,  to  be  by  him,  the  resident,  referred  F)rzoola  Kh&n,  to  the  prejudice  of  tbe  resi- 
to  tKe  board;  and  that  it  was  so  referred;  dent  Middleton'sauthority,did  compel  tbe  go- 
that  in  reply  to  the  said  reference  of  the  vcmour-generaL,  Warren  Hastings,  to  obvi- 
resident  Middleton,  the  govemour-general  ale  the  bad  effects  of  his  first  motion  for  the 
(Warren  Hastings)  did  move  and  carry  a  guarantee  by  a  second  motion ;  namely, "  that 
vote  of  council,  *'  authorizing  Mr.  Middleton  a  letter  be  written  to  Fyzooia  Kbftn  fkn 


to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzooia  Kh&n  to  myself,  confirming  the  obligations  of  the  < 

the  company  of  one  lack  of  rupees,"  without  pany,  as  guarantees  to  the  treaty  formed  b^ 

assigning  any  reason  whatever  in  support  of  twe«i  him  and  the  vizier  ;  which  will  bs 

the  said  motion,  notwithstanding  it  was  oh-  equivalent  in  its  effect,  though  not  in  form,  to 

jected  by  a  member  of  the  bovd,  **  that,  if  an  engagement  sent  him  with  tbe  compaBy*! 

the  measure  was  right,  it  became  us  to  adopt  seal  aJffixed  to  it." 
it  without  such  a  consideration;"  and   that 

"  our  accepting  of  the  lack  of  rupees  as  a  XH. — That  whether  the  guarantee  afi)r»> 

recompense  for  our  interposition  is  beneath  the  said  was  or  was  not  necessary;  whether  it 

dignity  of  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  and  created  a  new  obligation,  or  but  more  fiil^ 

will  discredit  bs  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian  recognized  an  obligation  previously  existing  i 

powers."  tho  governour>genera1,  Warren  Hastings,  by 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  said  sum,  in  the  said  guarantee,  did,  in  the  most  explicit 

this  circumstance,  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  manner,  pledge  and  commit  the  public  fhilh 

the  said   govommenl,   and  did   tend  so  to  of  the  company,  and  the  nation ;  and  that  by 

discredit  us ;    and  that  the  motion  of  the  the  subsequent  letter  of  the  said 
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(whkb  he  at  hb  own  motion  wrote,  eonfim*  taehment  to  the  oompaoj  and  tho  English  na- 

bg  to  Fyzoola  Kh4n  the  aforamid  guarantee)  tioo." 

the  said  Haitioga  did  again  pledge  and  commit 

the  public  &ithoftbe  company  uid  the  nation,  IV. — That,    by    the   itrong   ezproMiooi 

in  a  manner  (as  the  said  Hastings  himself  abore  recited,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

nmarked)  *<  equiralent   to  an    engagement  deliberately  and  emphatically  add    his  own 

with  the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it ;"  and  particular  confirmation  to  the  general  testimo- 

■ore  particularly  binding  the  said  Hastings  ny  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khkn's  meritorious 

personally  to  exact  a  due  observance  of  the  fidelity,  and  of  his  consequent  claim  on  tb« 

fnaraatioi  treaty,  especially  to  protect   the  generosity,  no  less  than  the  justice,  of  tha 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  against  any  arbitrary  British  government. 

•oMtructioci,  or  unwarranted  requisition  of 

the  yizier.  — _ 


PEMABD   OF  FITS  THOUSAIfD   HORSB. 


TBAHKl   OF  THE  BOARD  TO   FTZOOLA 
XHAIf. 


I. — That  notwithstanding  his  own  private 
honour   thus  deeply  engaged,  notwithstand- 

Tbat  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  ing  the  public  justice  and  generosity  of  the 

giarantee,  in  the  same  year,  1778,  intelligence  company  and  the  nation  thus  solemnly  commit- 

«as  received  in  India  of  a  war  between  Eng-  ted,  disregarding  the  plain  import  and  positive 

Isnd  and  France :  that  on  the  first  intimation  terms  of  the  guarantied  treaty,  the  governour- 

tbsreof  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4o,  **  being  in-  general,  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid  in  No- 

direcUy  sounded,*'  did  show  much  "  prompts  vember,   1780,   (while  a  body  of  Fyzoola 

■ess  to  render  the  company  any  assistance  KMn's  cavalry,  voluntarily  granted,  were  still 

within  the  bounds  of  his  finances  and  ability;"  serving  under  a  British  officer)  did  recom* 

ind  that  by  the  suggestion  of  the  resident  Mid-  mend  to  the  vizier  "  to  require  from  Fyzoola 

dlsioB,  herein  before  named,  he  (the  Nabob  Kh&n  the  quota  of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty 

Fyioola  Kh&n)  in  a  letter  to  the  governour-  to  be  furnished  by  the  latter  for  his  (the  vi- 

gsneral  and  council,  did  make  a  voluntary  tier's)     service,    being     five    thousand 

*'  offer  to  maintain  SOOO  cavalry  (all  he  had)  horse  ;"  though,  as  the  vizier  did  not  march 

fbr  our  service ;"  **  though  he  was  under  no  in  person,  he  was  not,  under  any  construction 

aMigation  to  furnish  the  company  a   single  of  the  treaty,  entitled  by  stipulation  to  more 

■an.**  than  "  two  er  three  thoutand  troop*"  horse  and 

foot,  "  according  to  the  ability  of  Fyzoola 

n.— That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  did  Khftn ;"  and  that,  whereas  the  said  Warren 

•fan  "  anticipate  the  wishes  of  the  board  ;'  Hastings  would  have  been  guilty  of  very  crimi- 

aad  that  "  on  an  application  made  to  him  by  nal  perfidy,  if  he  had  simply  neglected  to  in- 

LieuieoaBt  Colonel  Muir,^  the  nabob  Fy-  terfere  as  a  guarantee  against  a  demand  thus 

aoola  Kh4n  did,  "without  hesitation  or  delay,"  phunly  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  so  he 

finush  him  (the  said  Muir)  with  600  of  hia  aggravated  the  guilt  of  his  perfidy,  in  the  moat 

beat  cavalry.  atrocious  degree,  by  being  himself  the  first 

mover  and  instigator  of  that  injustice,  which 

in. — That  the  said  conduct  of  the  Nabob  he  was  bound  by  so  many  ties  on  himself,  the 

Fyzoola  KhIUi  was  communicated  by  the  com-  company,  and  the  nation,  not  only  not  to  pro- 

pany's  servants,  both  to  each  other,  and  to  their  mote,  but  by  every  exertion  of  authority,  in* 

employersi  with  expressions  of  "  pleasure  ^  fluence,  and  power,  to  control,  to  divert,  or  to 

imd  "  particular  satisfaction,"  as  an  event  resist. 
^  even  surpassing  their  expectations :"  that  the 

g^fwnour-geoeral  Warren  Hastings,  was  offi-  II. — That  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  KhAu  to 

cially  requested  to  convey  "  the  thanks  of  the  the  vizier  did  represent,  with  many  expressions 

banrd^  and  that,  not  satisfied  with  the  bare  of  deference,  duty,  and  allegiance,  that 

dtocharge  of  his  duty  under  the  said  request,  The  whole  force  allowed  him  was  but 

Iw,  the  said  Hastings,  did,  on  the  8th  of  Jan-  "  five  thousand  men,"  and  that  "  these  consist* 

nary,  1779,  write  to  Fyzoola,  "  that  tfi  hie  own  ed  of  two  thousand  horse,  and  three  thousand 

fwais,*'  as  well  as  **  that  of  the  board,  he  (the  foot ;  which  (he  adds)  in  consequence  of  oar 

•aid  Hastings,)   returned  him  the  warmest  intimate  connexion  are  equally  yours  and  iha 

dMMika  lor  this  insunce  of  his  faithful  at-  company's;"  though  he  does  subsequently  hi 
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nmate,  that  "  the  three  thousand  foot  are  for  lerved  with  respect  to  aaother  treaty,  in  the 

the  management  of  the  concerns  of  his  jag-  case  of  another  person)  <*  most  assuredly  doea 

hire,  and  without  them  the  collections  can  not  contain  a  syllable  to  justify  his  conduct ; 

never  be  made  in  time/'  but  by  the  unexampled  latitude  which  be  aa« 

That  on  the  communication  of  the  said  an-  sumes   in  his  constructions,  he  may,  if  h» 

swer  to  the  govemour-general,  Warren  Hast-  pleases,  extort  this  or  any  other  meaning  firoa 

ings,  he,  the  said  Hastings  (who  as  thecoun-  any  part  of  it." 
cil  now  consisted  only  of  himself  and  Edward 

Wheler,  Esquire,  *^  united  in  his  own  person  IV. — That  the  Tizier  himself  appears  by 

all  the  powers  of  government ")  was  not  in-  no  means  to  have  been  persuaded  of  his  own 

duced  to  relax  from  his  unjust  purpose :  but  right  to  five  thousand  horse  under  the  treaty  % 

did  proceed  with  new  violence  to  record,  that  since  in  his  correspondence  on  the  subjael 

**  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n    had  evaded  he  (the  vizier)  no  where  mentions  the  treat^r 

the  performance  of  hie  part  of  the  treaty  be-  as  the  ground  of  his  demand,  except  where  he 

tween  the  late  Nabob  Shuja  ul  Dowla  and  is   recapitulating   to  the  govemour-general, 

him,  to  which  the  honourable  company  were  Warren  Hastings,  the  substance  of  his,  tho 

guarantees,  and  upon  which  he  was  lately  sum-  said  Hastings's  own  letters ;  on  the  contrary, 

moned  to  furnish  the  stipulated  number  of  the  vizier  hints  his  apprehensions  lest  Fy- 

troops,  which  he  is  obliged  to  furnish  on  the  zoola  Kh&n  should  appeal  to  the  treaty  against 

condition,by  which  he  holds  the  jaghire  grant-  the  demand,  as  a  breach  thereof,  in   which 

ed  to  him.'*  case  he,  the  vizier,  informs  the  said  Hastings 

That  by  the  vague  and  indefinite  term  of  of  the  projected  reply :   "  Should  Fyzoola 

evasion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  intro-  Kh&n  (says  the  vizier)   mention  any   thing 

duce  a  loose  and  arbitrary  principle  of  inter-  of  the  tenour  of  the  treaty,  theirs!  In^each  of 

preting  formal  engagements,  which  ought  to  it  hoe  been  committed  by  him  in  keeping  up 

be  regarded,  more  especially,  by  guarantees,  more  men  than  allowed  of  by  the    treaty  r 

in  a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupulous  and  /  have  accordingly  eent  a  pereon  to  oettle 

precise.  that  point  also.    In  case  he  should  mention 

That  he  charged  with  such  evasion  a  mo-  to  me  any  thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I  will 

derate,  humble,  and  submissive  representation  then  reproach  him  with  having  kept  up  too 

on  a  point,  which  would  have  warranted  a  pe-  many  troops,  and  will  oblige  him    to  send 

romptory  reflisali  and  a  positive  remonstrance;  the  five  thousand  horse  ;*'  thereby  clearly  inti- 

and  that  in  consequence  of  tho  said  imputod  mating,  that  as  a  remonstrance  against  the 

evasion,  he  indicated  a  disposition  to  attach  demand,  as  a  breach  of  treaty  could  only  be 

such  a  forfeiture  as  in  justice  could  only  have  answered  by  charging  a  prior  breach  of  treai* 

followed  from  a  gross  breach  of  treaty;  though  ty  on  Fyzoola  KhSun,  so,  by  annulling  the 

the  said  Hastings  did  not  then  pretend  any  ac-  whole  treaty,  to  reduce  the  question  to  a  mere 

tual  infringement  even  of  the  least  among  the  question  of  force,  and  thus  "  oblige  Fyzoola 

conditions,  to  which,  in  the  name  of  the  com-  KhSin  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse  :"  **  for 

pany,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  was  the  execu-  (continues  the  vizier)  if,  when  the  comp»- 

tive  guarantee.  ny's  aflTairs,  on  which  my  honour  depends,  re- 
quire it,  Fyzoola  Kh&n  will  not  lend  his  ae- 

III.— That  however  "  the  number  of  troops  sistance,  what  use  m  there  to  continue  the  coimi 

stipulated  by  treaty  may  have  been  under-  try  to  him?" 

stood,"  at  the  period  of  the  original  demand,  That  the  vizier  actually  did  make  his  appli- 

"  to  be  five  thousand  horse,"  yet  the  said  War-  cation  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n  for  the  5000  horse, 

ren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  recorded  not  as  for  an  aid,  to  which  he  had  a  just 

the  supposed  evasion  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  an-  claim,  but  as  for  something  over  and  above  the 

swer  to  the  said  demand,  could  not  be  unac-  obligations  of    the    treaty,  something  **  that 

quainted  with  the  express  words  of  the  stipu-  would  give  increase  to  their  friendship,  aii4 

lation,  as  a  letter  of  the  vizier,  inserted  in  the  satisfaction  to  the  nabob  governour,"  (meeii* 

same  consultation,  refers  the  govemour-gene-  ing  the  said  Hastings)  whose  directions  he 

ral  to  enclosed  copies  "  of  all  engagements  represents  as  the  motive  "  of  his  call  for  the 

entered  into  by  the  late  vizier,  and  by  himself  6000  horse  to  be  employed  "  not  rn  his,  the 

(the  reigning  vizier)  with  Fyzoola  Kh&n ;"  vizier's,  but  in  the  "  company's  service." 

and  that  the  treaty  itself  therefore  was  at  tbn  And,  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hastings 

very  mom«il  before  the  said  Warren  Hast  did,  therefore,  in  recording  the  answer  of  Ftr« 

ing 8 ;  which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  ob-  ^oola  Kh&n  as  an  evasion  of  treaty,  act  in  untm 
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(orioos  oootrmJiction,  not  only  to  that,  which  (Fyzoola  Khin)  of  his  jaghire  entirt ly,  or  to 

«a|bt  to  have  born  the  fair  construction  of  the  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  vizier.*' 
n^  treaty,  bt)t  to  that,  which  ho  the  said  Hast- 

iB|B  must  have  known  to  be  the  vizier's  own  VIll. — That  Richard   Johnson,  Esquire, 

inerpretation  of  the  same,  disposed  as  the  vi»  assistant  resident  at  Oude,  was,  agreeably  to 

tier  was  to  reproach  Pyzoola  Kh^  with  the  afore-mentioned  order  of  council,  deputed 

Waach  of  treaty,"  and  to  "  send  up  persona  commissioner  from  Mr.  Middieton  and  the 

who  should  aettle  points  with  him."  vizier  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n  ;  but  that  he  did  ear- 
ly give  the  most  indecent  proofs  of  glaring 

V.-— That  th«  Ksid  Warren  Hastings,  not  partiality,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  Fyzoo» 

Making  himself  juilified,  on  the  mere  pica  of  la  KhSin  :  for  that  the  very  next  day  (as  it 

m  vvasion,  to  push  ti>rward  his  proceedings  to  seems)  afier  his  arrival,  he  the  said  Johnson, 

tfiat   extremity,  which  he  seems  already  to  from  opinions  imbibed   in  his  journey,  did 

have  made  his  scope  and  object,  and  seeking  state  himself  to  be  "  unwilling  to  draw  any 

some  better  colour  for  his  unjust  and  violent  favourable  or  flattering  inferences  r^'aii  ^ly  to 

porposes,  did  furtlior  move,  that  commission-  the  object  of  his  mission ;"  and  did  sfidioua- 

«rfl  should  be  sent  from  the  vizier  and  the  ly  seek  to  find  new  breaches  of  treaty ;  and 

company  to  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  to  insist  on  a  without  any  form  of  regular  inquiry  whatev- 

danse  of  a  treaty,  which  no  where  appears,  bo-  er,  from  a  single  glance  of  his  eye  m  passing, 

mg  essentially  different  from  the  treaty  of  did  take  upon  him  to  pronounce  *  U**^  Rohilhi 

LalUDang,  though  not  in  the  part  on  which  soldiers,  in  the  district  of  Rampor**  alone,  to 

iIm  requisition  is  founded ;  and  the  said  Hast-  be  not  less  than  20,000,"  and  the  grant  of 

i^  diid  then,  in  a  style  unusually  imperative,  course  to  be  forfeited.     And  that  such  a  groat 

proceed  as  follows  :  and  palpable  display  of  a  pre-determ*natioo 

"  Demand  immediate  delivery  of  3000  ca-  to  discover  guilt  did  argue  in  the  said  Johnson 

t^by ;  and  if  he  should  evade,  or  refuse  com-  a  knowledge,  a  strong  presumption,  or  a  be- 

fbtMcej  that  the  deputies  shall  deliver  him  a  lief,that  such  representations  would  be  agreea- 

/•rmo/   protest    against    him  for  breach  of  ble  to  the  secret  wishes  and  views  of  the  said 

Irvafy,  and  return,  making  this  report  to  the  Hastings,  under  ^hov»r  crilor^  l.c  the  said 

fitirr,  which  Mr.  Middieton  is  to  transmit  to  Johnson  acted,  and  to  wh^in  ail  his  reports 

the  board."  were  to  be  referred. 

VI. — That  the  said  motion  of  the  govern-  IX.— That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did 
ocr-general  Hastings  was  ordered  according-  soon  aAer  proceed  to  the  immediate  object  of 
It,  the  council,  as  already  has  been  herein  re-  his  mission,  "  which  (the  said  Johnson  re- 
lated, consisting  but  of  two  members,  and  the  lates)  was  short  to  a  degree."  The  demand 
mid  Hastings  consequently  "  uniting  in  his  was  made,  and  *'  a  flat  refusal"  given ;  the 
own  person  all  the  powers  of  government."  question  was  repeated  with  like  effect.     The 

said  Johnson,  in  presence  of  proper  witnesa- 

VII. — That,  when  the  said  Hastings  order-  es,  then  drew  up  his  protest,  "  together  with 

•d  the  said  demand  for  3000  cavalry,  he,  the  a  memorandum  of  a  palliative  t^ffer  made  by 

snid  Hastings,  well  knew,  that  a  compliance  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,"  and  inserted  in 

therewith,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoo*  the  protest : 

k  Kh&n,  was  utterly  impossible  ;  for  he,  the  "  That  he  would,  in  compliance  with  thode- 
md  Hastings,  had  at  the  very  moment  be-  mand,  and  in  conformity  to  the  treaty,  which 
fiire  him  a  letter  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  stating  tpee\fSed  no  d^nitive  number  of  cavalry  or 
thai  he,  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  had  "  but  two  thousand  infantry,  only  expressing  troops,  furnish  3000 
cavalry  **  altogether  ;  which  letter  is  entered  men  ;  viz.  he  would,  in  addition  to  the  1000 
M  the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  same  cavalry  already  granted,  give  1000  more, 
eoMMltation,  immediately  preceding  the  go-  when  and  wheresoever  required,  and  1000 
ftaniour-general's  minute.  That  the  said  loot;"  together  with  one  year's  pay  in  ad- 
Hastings  therefore  knew,  that  the  only  possi-  vance,  and  fimds  (or  the  regular  payment  of 
ble  eonaequence  of  the  aforesaid  demand  ne-  them  in  futuie. 

eaeearily  and  inevitably  must  be  a  protest  for  And  this  (the  said  Riclurd  Johnson  ob- 

a  breach  of  treaty ;  and  the  court  of  directors  serves)  *'  I  put  down  at  hi^i  (the  Nabob  Fy- 

Ad  not  hestitate  to  declare,  that  the  said  do-  toola  Kh&n's)  particular  oosire,  but  other- 

"  carried  the  appearance  of  a  determi-  wise  useless,  as  my  orders  (which  orders  do 

to  create  a  pretext  for  depriving  him  not  appear)io«re  not  to  receive  any  paltiadtm^ 
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hU  <•  nefati»€  or  qfirmatiMi^  tboufh  nicfa  ler, E0qiiir«,to  fraat  a  certain  ilkfd  ilhifg» 

^liation,  ai  it  U  called  by  tha  said  Johnson,  tion  of  iho  whole  powen  of  the  goveraoor* 

might  be,  as  it  was,  in  the  strictest  confonni-  general  and  council ;  and  on  the  acreoth  of 

ty  to  the  treaty.  the  saina  month  did  proceed  on  his  way  to 

join  the  vizier  at  a  place  called  Cbunar  on  tha 

Xw— That  in  ths  said  offer  tha  Nabob  Fy-  borders  of  Benares ;  and  that  tha  aibre«ad 

aoola  Kh&n,  instead  of  palliating,  did  at  once  vote  of  suspending  a  final  resolution  on  tha 

idmit  the  extreme  right  of  the  Tizier,  under  transactions  with  Fyaoola  Kh&n,  was  thera- 

tba  treaty,  by  agreeing  to  fiamisb  SOOO  men,  fore  in  substance  and  effect  a  reference  thera> 

when  he  (Fyzoola  ^i&n)  would  have  been  of  by  the  said  Hastings,  from  himself  in 

justified  in  pleading  his    inability  to  send  council  with  his  colleague  Wheler,  to  him* 

more  than  two  thousand.    That  such  inabili-  self  in  conference  and  negociation  with  tha 

tf  would  not  (as  appears)  have  been  a  fitlse  vizier,  who  from  the  first  demand  of  thefiOOO 

ai&d  evasive  plea,  but  perfectly  true  and  valid ;  horse,  had  taken  every  occasion  of  ahowiag 

as  the  three  thoiuand  foot  maintained  by  Fy-  his  inclination  to  dispossess  Fyzoola  KhftSt 

looUi  Kh&n  were  for  the  purposes  of  his  in-  and  who  before  the  said  demand  (in  a  lattsr, 

temal  government,  for  which  the  whole  threa  which  does  not  appear,  but  which  tha  vizisr 

thousand  must  have  been  demonstrably  neoes-  himself  quotes  as  antecedent  to  the  said  da- 

sary :  and  that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khftn,  by  mand)  had  complained  to  the  said  HaatiogjB  of 

declining  to  avail  himself  of  a  plea  so  &ir,  so  the  "  iajory  and  irregularis  in  tha  nanaga- 

well-founded,  and  so  consonant  to  the  indul-  ment  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Rampoca, 

gence  expressly  acknowledged  in  tha  treaty,  arising  from  Fjrzoola  Kh&n  having  the  uaooB* 

and  by  thus  meeting  the  specific  demand  of  trolled  dominion  of  that  district." 
the  vizier  as  fully  as,  according  to  his  own 

military  establishment,  he  could,  did  for  tha  — — — 
■aid  offer  deserve  rather  the  thanks  of  tha 

said  vizier  and  the  company,  than  the  protest,  tesatt  or  cHiXHAm. 
which  the  aforesaid  JohnsMi,  under  the  orders 

of  Warren  Hastings,  did  deliver.  I.—That  the  govemour-fenaral,  Wamc 

Hastings,  being  vested  with  tha  illegal  pow- 

XI. — That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  ers  before  recited,  did,  on  the  Itth  of  Sep> 
as  well  as  the  former  letter  of  the  said  John-  tember,  1781,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  vi« 
son,  whereby  the  resident  Middleton  transmit-  zier  at  Chunar;  which  treaty  (aa  the  said 
ted  to  the  board,  together  with  a  letter  from  Hastings  relates)  was  drawn  up  **  firom  a  so- 
the  vizier,  founded  on  the  said  report  and  let-  riee  of  requisitions  presented  to  Um  (tha 
ter  of  the  said  Johnson,  and  proposing  in  con-  said  Hastings)  by  the  vizier,"  and  by  him  re- 
sequence "  to  resume  the  grant,  and  to  leave  ceived  «  with  an  instant  and  unqualified  aa- 
Fyzoola  Kh&n  to  join  his  other  faithless  sent  to  each  article  ;**  and  that  the  said  HaaU 
brethren,  who  were  sent  across  the  Ganges."  ings  assigns  his  reasons  for  such  ready  assent 

That  the  said  papers  were  read  in  council  in  the  following  words :  '^considered  the  anb- 

on  the  4th  of  June,  1781,  when  the  govemour-  jects  of  his  (tbs  vizier's)  requests,  aa  esaen- 

general,  Warren  Hastings,  did  move  and  car-  tial  to  the  reputation  of  our  government,  and 

ry  a  vote  to  suspend  a  final  resolution  on  the  no  less  to  our  interest  than  lus." 
same ;  and  the  said  Hastings  did  not  express 

any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  II. — That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chonar,  tha 

said  Johnson ;  neither  did  the  said  Hastings  third  article  is  as  fbllows  : 

assign  any  reasons  for  his  motion  of  suspen-  **  That    as    Fyzoola  Kh&n  has  by    thia 

sion,  whi«ii  passed  without    debate.     That  breach  of  treaty  forfeited  the  protection  of  tha 

in  truth  the  said  Hastings  had  then  projected  English  government,  and  causes  by  his  eoo- 

a  journey  up  the  country  to  meet  the  vizier,  tinuance  in  his  present  independent  state,  great 

for  tlie  settlement  of  articles  relative  to  the  alarm  and  detriment  to  the  nabob  vizier,  he 

regulation    of  Oudo  and  its   dependencies,  be  permitted,  whtn  time  shall  suit,  to  rwnnw 

among  which  was  included  the  jaghire  of  Fy-  his  lands,  and  pay  him  in  money,  throogh  the 

zoola  Kh&n ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  for  the  resident,  the  amount  stipulated  by  trea^,  af* 

aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on  tho  Sd  of  July,  by  ter  deducting  the  amount  and  chargea  of  tha 

his  own  casting  vote,  grant  to  himself,  and  troops  he  stands  engaged  to  fiimiidi  bj  trei^ 

dad  prevail  on  his  colleague,  Edward  Whe-  ty ;   which  amount  aba  J  be  pasaed  to  tha 
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of  Uw  oonpamr  during  the  cootinn-  thereon;  and  the  said  HMkinga  dab  therebj 

of  the  present  war."  himself  condemn  the  violenoe  and  injuatiot 

of  the  same. 

in.<— That  for  the  better  elucidation  of  his  Sdly,    That  in  recurring  to  the  origina. 

fohcj  in  the  several  articles  of  the  treaty  demand  of  five  thousand  horse  as  the  ground 

■bofv  mentioned,  the  said  Hastings  did  send  of  his  justification,  the  said  Hastings  doth 

l»  the  council  of  Calcutta  (now  consisting  of  fidsely  assert  "  the  engagement  in  the  treaty 

Bdward  Whcler  and  John  Macpherson,  Es-  to  be  liUroUy  fitb  thou$and  harm  and  foot" 

qoiree,)  two  diffisrent  copies  of  the  said  treaty,  whereas  it  is  in  fact  for  two  or  THass  <Ae«- 

vitb  explanatory  minutes  opposed  to  each  ar-  aofui  men ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  there- 

tioie ;   and  that  the  minute  opposed  to  the  by  wilAiUy  attempt  to  deceive  and  mislead  hia 

fkkd  wtide  is  thus  expressed :  employers,  which  is  a  high  crime  and  misde- 

*'  The  conduct  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  in  refua-  meanour  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust, 

iif  the  aid  demanded,  though  i  not  an  abtoluU  4thly,    That  with  a  view  to  his  further  jus- 

ktmck  of  Irsaly,  was  evasive  and  uncandid.  tification,  the  said  Hastings  doth  advance  a 

*Tho  damand  wot  madit  for  6000  cavalry »  principle,  that  "  a  urupuhut  aUtntion  to  tkt 

STW  en/fagtment  in  tho  trtaty  u  literally  for  literal    tMprtuion'*  of  a    guarantied    treaty 

iOOO  keroo  and  foot ;   FyzooU  Kh&n  could  **  Uavee"  to  the    person    so  observing  the 

■at  be  ignorant,  that  we  had  no  occasion  lor  same  **  but  little  claim  to  the  exertion^  of  a 

any  eucoours  of  infantry  from  him,  and  thai  guarantee  on  hie  beha{f;  that  such  a  principle 

cavalry  would  be  of  the  most  essential  ser-  is  uuerly  subversive  of  all  faith  of  guaran- 

vise.     *8o  eerupuloue  an  aUention  to  literal  tees,  and  is  therefore  highly  criminal  in  the 

•Bprsesien,  «o^^  a  more  liberal  interpretation  first  executive  member  of  a  government,  that 

would  have  been  highly  uteful  and  acceptable  must  necessarily  stand  in  that  mutual  rela- 

te  M,  eirongly  marke  hit  unfriendly  diepoei-  tion  to  many. 

lisM,  though  it  may  not  impeach  hie  fidelity ^  6thly,     That  the  said  Hastings  doth  profeaa 

mei  leavee  him  little  claim  to  any  e»erlion$  his  opinion  of  an  article,  to  which  he  gave 

Jrem  ut  for  the  continuance  of  hie  jaghire,  an  "  inetant  and  unqualified  <teeerUf"  that  it 

Bmi  '/  am  qf  opinion  that  neither  the  vixier^t  %vas  a  measure,  <^  by  which  neither  the  vixier^i 

Mr  ike  company*e  intereet*  would  be  promote  nor  the  company^  intereUe  u>ould  be  promo- 

ei  Ay  depriving  Fytoola  Khan  of  tde  tiufe-  ted,"  but  from  which  without  some  inlerpoei- 

femdeney,  and  I  have  ^therefore  reserved  the  tion,  "  ill  ^eete  muet  be  expected  i^^  and  that 

awsiih'ow  of  this  agreemetU  to  an  ind^nite  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  charge  himself 

Ipw  ;  emd  our  government  may  alwaye  inters  with  a  high  breach  of  trust  towards  his  em* 

peat  fe  prevent  any  ill  effect*  from  it."  ployers. 

6thly,    That  the  said    Hastings    having 
rV.— That  in  his  aforesaid  authentic  evi-  thus  confessed,  that  consciously  and  wilfully 
of  his  own  purposes,  motives,  and  prin-  (firom  what  motives  he  hath  not  chosen  to 
m  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  confess)  he  did  give  his  formal  sanction  to  a 
»  the  said  Hastings  hath  Mtablisbed  measure  both  of  injustice  and  impolicy,  he 
matters  of  weighty  and  serious  crimi*  the  said  Hastings  doth  urge  in  his  defence, 
•gainst  himself.  that  he  did  at  the  same  time  insert  words 
Uc,    That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknow-  "  reserving  the  execution  of  the  said  agree- 
therein,  that  he  did  in  a  public  instni-  ment  to  an  indefinite  term ;"  with  an  intent 
■oleauly  recognize,  "  ae  a  breach  of  that  it  might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at 
,'*  and  as  such  did  subject  to  the  con-  all ;  but «  that  our  government  might  always 
penalties,  an  act,  which  he  the  said  interpose,"  without  right,  by  means  of  an  in- 
I  did  at  the  same  time  think,  and  direct  and  undue  influence,  to  prevent  the  ill 
iounediately  declare  to  be  "  no  breach  of  efibcts  following  from  a  collusive  surrender 
,*"  and  by  so  falsely  and  unjustly  pro-  of  a  clear  and  authorized  right  to  interpose ; 
against  a  person  under  the  company's  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  declare 
M,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his  own  con-  himself  to  have  introduced  a  principle  of  du- 
did  himself  break  the  faith  of  the  said  pUcity,   deceit,  and    doublendealing,  into  t 

public    engagement   which    ought    in     its 

That  in  justifying  this  breach  of  the  essence   to  be  clear,    open,    and    explicit ; 

ly's  fiutb,  the  said  Hastings  doth  wAo/-  that  such  a  declaration  tends  to  shake  and 

^  dbeoidon  hie  eeeond  peremptory  dememdfor  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in  the  most 

SOOO  horeet  and  the  protest  consequent  solemn  instruments  of  any  person  so  de<  liu- 
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ing,  %s»d  is  therefore  «n  high  crime  %nd  mil-     highest  degree  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and 

demeanour  in  the  first  ezecutire  member  of     injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this  DatioB. 

gorernment,  by  whom  all  treaties  and  other 

engagements  of  the  state  aro  principally  to  be  ^_^__ 

•ooducted. 


V. — That,by  the  explanatory  minute  afore-  coifsxqirEiicss  or  the  tbbatt  of 

said,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  further,  vab. 
in  the  most  direct  manner,  contradict  his  own 

assertions  in  the  very  letter  which  enclosed  I. — That  in  consequence  of  thetrea^  of 
the  said  minute  to  his  colleagues ;  for  that  one  Chunar,  the  goremour-general,  Warren  Hao- 
of  the  articles  to  which  he  there  gave  "  an  in-  tings,  did  send  official  instructions,  respectiBf 
stant  and  unqualified  assent,  as  no  Iras  to  our  the  various  articles  of  the  said  treaty,  to  the 
interest  than  to  the  vizier's,**  he  doth  here  de^  said  resident  Middleton  ;  and  that  in  a  pool- 
clare  unequivocally  to  be  neither  to  our  inte-  script,  the  said  Hastings  did  forbid  tike  io> 
rest  nor  the  vizier's  ;  and  the  "  unqualified  sumption  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n'i  jog- 
assent"  given  to  the  said  article  is  now  so  hire,  *'  until  circumstances  may  render  it 
qualified,  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by  more  expedient,  and  easy  to  be  attonpted, 
such  irreconcileable  contradictions,  the  said  than  the  present  more  material  pursuits  of 
Hastings  doth  incur  the  suspicion  of  much  cri-  government  make  it  appear ;"  tliercby  inti- 
minal  misrepresentation  in  other  like  cases  of  mating  a  positive  limitation  of  the  indefinile 
unwitnessed  conferences ;  and  in  the  present  in-  term  in  the  explanatory  minute  above  recited ; 
stance  (as  far  as  it  extends)  the  said  Hastings  and  confining  the  suspension  of  the  articis  1a 
doth  prove  himself  to  have  given  an  account  the  pressure  of  war. 
both  of  his  actions  and  motives,  by  his  own 

confession  untrue,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  II. — That  soon  aAer  the  date  of  the  Mid 

his  employers,  whicli  is  an  high  crime  and  instructions,  and  within  two  months  of  tho 

misdemeanour  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust.  8i{;nature  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  wud 

Hastings  did  cause  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight, 

VT. — That  the  said  third  article  of  the  his  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  William, 
treaty  of  Chunar,  as  it  thus  stands  explained  by  to  discredit  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  doth  on  the  whole  Britain  by  making  him  the  channel  of  un- 
appear  designed  to  hold  the  protection  of  the  warrantable  communication ;  and  did,  through 
company  in  suspense ;  that  it  acknowledges  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  signify  to  the  residoit 
all  right  of  interference  to  cease,  but  leaves  Middleton  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  '*  appro- 
it  to  our  discretion  to  determine  when  it  will  bation  of  a  subtndy  from  Fyzoola  Kh&n." 
suit  our  conveniency  to  give  the  vizier  the  li- 
berty of  acting  on  the  principles  by  us  already  IH. — That  the  resident,  in  answer, 
admitted :  that  it  is  dexterously  constructed  scnts  the  proper  equivalent  for  SOOO 
to  balance  the  desires  of  one  roan,  rapacious  and- 1000  foot,  (the  forces  offered  to  Mr. 
and  profuse,  against  the  fears  of  another,  de-  son  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n)  to  be  twelve  lackOy  or 
scribed  as  "  of  extreme  pusillanimity,  and  120,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards,  each  year, 
wealthy  :"  but  that,  whatever  may  have  been  which  the  said  resident  supposes  is  comider- 
the  secret  objects  of  the  artifice  and  intrigue  ably  beyond  what  he  (Fyzoola  Kh4n)  tifll 
confessed  to  form  its  very  essence,  it  must  on  voltmtarily  pay :  "  however,  if  it  is  your  wirib 
the  very  face  of  it  necessarily  implicate  the  that  the  claim  should  be  made,  I  am  ready  to 
company  in  a  breach  of  fkith,  whichever  take  it  up,  and  you  may  be  assured  noAiiy 
might  be  the  event,  as  they  must  equally  in  my  power  shall  be  left  undone  to  caify  it 
break  their  faith,  either  by  withdrawing  their  through." 
guarantee  unjustly,  or   by  continuing    that 

guarantee  in  contradiction  to  this  treaty  of  IT. — That  the  reply  of  the  said  HaoCiagp 

Chunar  ;  that  it  thus  tends  to  hold  out  to  In-  doth  not  appear ;  but  that  it  does  appear  oa 

dia,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  public  rocord,  that  '<  a  negociation  (Mr.  Johnaoi^) 

principle  of:h*«  English  government  is  adeli-  was  begun  for  Fyzoola  Kh&n*s  cavalnr  to  act 

berate  system  of  injustice,  joined  with  false-  wi'.h  General  Goddard,  and  on  his  (Fysoola 

hood ;  of  impolicy,  of  bad  l^ith,  and  treacb»>  Kh&n's)  evading  it,  that  a  mm  ofmvnejf  wm 

ry ;  and  that  tho  said  article  is  therefore  in  the  demanded.** 
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\r.— Thftt  in  the   monthi    of  February,  ts  he  (the  vizier)  had  only  a  right  to  demand 

March,  and  April,  the  resident  Middleton  did  an  occasional  aid  to  join  bis  army  in  the  field, 

repeatedly  pro|>ose  the  resumption  of  Fyzoola  or  in  garrison,  during  a  war.    But  the  said 

Kh&n's  jaghire,  agieeably  to  the  treaty  of  new  demand  being  evaded,  or  rather  refused, 

Chunar;  and  tliat,  driven  to  extremity  (as  agreeably  to  the  fair  construction  of  the  treaty 

the  said  Hastings  supposes)  "  by  the  public  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^,  the  matter  was 

oMBaces  and  denunciations  of  the  resident  and  for  the  present  dropped, 
minister,'*  Hyder  BegKh&n,  a  creature  of  the 

Mid  Hastings  (and  both  the  minister  and  re-        IX. — That  in  the  letter,  in  which  the  resi- 

•ident  acting  professedly  on  and  under  the  dent  Middleton  did  mention  '*  what  he  calls 

treaty   of  Chunar,)   **  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  the  fray "  aforesaid,  the  said  Middleton  did 

Kh4n  made  such  preparations,  and  such  a  Again  apply  for  the  resumption  of  the  jaghire 

dBspoaition  of  his  family  and  .wealth,  as  evi-  of  Rampore ;  and  that,  the  objections  against 

imtXy  manifested  either  an  intended  or  an  ez-  the  measure  being  now  removed  (by  the  sepa- 

pected  rupture.*'  rate  peace  with  Sciodia)  he  desired  to  know 

if  the  board  ''  would  give  assurances  of  their 

VI.<— That  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  said  support  to  the  vizier,  in  case,  which  (says  the 

Hastings  did  send  his  confidential  agent  and  resident)  I  think  very  probable,  his  (the  vi* 

Heod,  Major  Palmer,  on  a  private  commis-  zier*s)  own  strength  should  be  found  equal  to 

fioo  to  Lucknow  ;  and  that  the  said  Palmer  the  undertaking.** 
vas  charged  with  secret  instructions  relative 

!•  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  but  of  what  import  cannot        X. — That  although  the  said  Warren  Has- 

bt  ascertained ,  the  said  Hastings  in  his  public  tings  did  make  the  foregoing  application,  a  new 

instructions  having  inserted  only  the  name  of  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  yet 

Fyzoola  Khin,  as  a  mere  reference  (accord*  the  said  Hastings  did  only  criminate  the  said 

iag  to  the  explanation  of  the  said  Hastings)  Middleton  for  a  proposal,  tending  "  at  such  a 

le  wIhU  he  had  verbally  communicated  to  the  crisis  to  increase  the  number  of  our  enemies  ;'* 

nid  Palmer  ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings  was  and  did  in  no  degree,  either  in  his  articles  of 

thereby  guilty  of  a  criminal  concealment.  charge,  or  in  his  accompanying  minutes,  ex- 
press   any   disapprobation  whatever  of  the 

VII. — That  some  time  about  the  month  of  principle ;  that  in  truth  the  whole  proceedings 

Aagost,  an  engagement  happened  between  a  of  the  said  resident  were  the  natural  result  of 

body  of  Fyzoola  Khln*s  cavalry  and  a  part  the  treaty  of  Chunar :  that  the  proceedings 

of  the  vizier*s  army,  in  which  the  latter  were  were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  the 

beaten,  and  their  guns  taken ;  that  the  resident  said  Hastings.    That  as  he  no  where  charges 

Middleton  did  represent  the  same  but  as  a  any  disobedience  of  orders  on  Mr.  Middleton 

sli^t  and  accidental  aflray :  that  it  was  oc-  with  respect  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  it  may  be 

kaowledgod  the  troops  of  the  vizier  were  justly  inferred,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  not 

IIm  aggressors ;   that   it  did  appear  to  the  interfere  to  check  the  proceedings  of  the  said 

board,  and  to  the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  Middleton  on  that  subject ;  and  that  by  such 

ifiir  of  more  considerable  magnitude,  and  criminal  neglect  the  said  Hastings  did  mako 

tbat  they  did  make  the  concealment  thereof  the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton,  whatever  it 

an  article  of  charge  against  the  resident  Mid-  might  be,  his  own. 
datoo,  though  the  said  resident  did  in  truih 
•eqnaiiU  them  with  the  same,  but  in  a  cursory  ._^ 


r. 


VIII. — That  immediately  after  the  said  pecuniabt  commutatioit  or  the  sti- 

*'  fray  '*  at  Daranagur,  the  vizier  (who  was  pulatxd  aid. 
"  bat  a  cipher  in  the  hands"  of  the  minister 

aad  resident,  both  of  them  directly  appointed  I.— >Tbat  on  the  charges,  and  for  the  mis« 

and  fopported  by  the  said  Hastings,)  did  deameanours  above  specified,  together  with 

■ake  of  FjTzoola  Khlin  a  new  demand,  equally  divers  other  accusations,  the  govcrnour-gene« 

oooCiary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ral,  Warren  Hastings,  in  September,  1782, 

Ifiaty,  aa  his  former  requisitions;  which  new  did  remove  the  aforesaid  Middleton  from  his 

dsmaod  was  for  the  detachment  in  garrison  at  office  of  resident  at  Oude,  and  did  appoint 

Daranagur  to  be  cantoned  as  a  stationary  force  thereto  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  whom  he  had 

tt  Lorknow,  the  capiral  of  the  vizier ;  where-  twice  before,  without  cause,  recalled  Grom  the 
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Mne ;  and  that  about  the  SUM  tiiM  the  Mid  ed,  Imt  vera  artftdlj  ftigned,  aa  t 

Hastingt  did  btliere  Iba  miad  of  tba  Nabob  sone  banb  intaqMBitioa ;  and  tbat  tba 

Fyzoola  Kb4n  to  be  ao  irritated  in  eonao-  cent  inuckeiy  of  eatabliafainf ,  aa  a  ■■ttar  ol 

qnenoe  of  the  above  recited  coodoet  of  tbe  fkroar  for  a  peconiarj  eonsidaratioo,  fi^bli, 

late  resident  Middleton,  and  of  his  (tba  aaid  whicfa  were  never  impeached  b«t  bjtba  Umtf 

Haitinge*s)  own  criaiinal  neglect,  that  be,  tbe  of  Chonar  (aa  iaatnmient  fecowied  by  Wv> 

nid  Hasting,  found  it  necessary  to  writa  to  ren  Haatiaga  binaelf  to  be  lojodad  ott  Wa^ 

Fyzoota  KiAn,  assuring  him  "  of  the  &Toar-  hood  and  iajuatice,)  doth  powarfbUy  prota 

able  disposition  of  the  government  toward  the  true  purpoae  and  object  of  all  lbs  daplii 

him,  while  he  shall  not  have  forfeited  it  bj  anj  city,  deceit,  and  doable  dealing,  wkb  itUch 

improper  conduct."    But  that  the  said  aaau-  that  treaty  was  projected  and 
ranees  of  the  govemonr-gencral  did  not  Isnd, 

as  soon  after  appeared,  to  raise  much  eoofi-  V .— That  the  aaid  Pabner  was 

dence  in  the  nabob,  over  whom  a  public  in-  by  tbe  resident  Bristow,  with  tbo 

stniment  of  the  same  Hastings  was  atill  approbation  of  the  goTemour-feneral,^  to 

holding  the  terrors  of  a  deprivation  of  his  ditain  from  Fyzoola  Kh&n  an  annual  tribnls^ 

jaghire,  and  an  exile  "  among  his  other  frith-  to  whidi  the  resident  adds,  **  If  yon  ea»  fr^ 

less  brethren  across  the  Ganges."  e«r«  yrom  kirn,  ever  and  a6eM  lUs,  « 

€»uk  (trJSne)  of  at  Uoat  Jiv$  ladks,  it 

II . — That  on  the  subject  of  Fyxoda  B3i&n,  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  tba ' 

the  said  Hastings,  in  his  instructions  to  the  and  add  to  CAe  eo^dmce  hia  ejnrflwcy  < 

new  resident,  Bristow,  did  leave  him  ta  be  htrm^Ur  rrposc  in  the  mttaehmtnt  ef  Ibr  JWi* 

guided  by  his  own  discretion ;  but  (be  adds)  &e6  /ysoela  Kh^." 

'*  be  carefiii  to  prevent  the  vizier's  afiairs  from  And  that  tbe  said  govemowwgcnsral  Hta- 

being  involved  with  new  difficulties,  while  he  tiaga  did  give   the  following  iiilmailhiij 

has  already  so  many  to  oppress  him  ;**  there-  grtwad  of  calculation  aa  tbe  baaia  of  tba  nid 


l^v  phiinly  hinting  at  some  more  decirivenea-     Palmer's  negocmtioa  for  tbe  annoal  Iribola 
snres,  whenever  the  vizier  abould  be  leas  op-     aforesaid : 

pressed  with  difficulties.  "  It  wu  etrtamfy  vmdtnto^  at  tba  tiaa 

the  treaty  was  concluded,  (of  which  thisatipci- 
III. — That  the  resident  Bristow,  after  ac-     lation  was  a  part,)  that  it  applied  mUfy  fe 
quainting  the  govemoor-general  with  his  in-     eavaby ;  as  the  nabob  risiery  poaaeaaiaf  Ibe 


tentions,  did  under  the  said  instructions  renew  service  of  our  forces,  eoald  not  possibly  ra> 

the  aforesaid  claim  for  a  sum  of  money,  but  quire  the  infantry,  and  least  of  all  aueh  iaAa- 

with  much  caution  and  circumspection,  dis-  try  aa  Fyzoola  Kh&n  could  fornix ;  aada 

tinctiy  sounding  Allif  Kh4n,  the  vakeel  (or  single  honeman  inetuded  inthudd  wWsA  IV- 

envoy)  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  at  the  court  of  the  xoola  Kkim  might  fwrnisk,  weald  pnm  m 

vizier  :  that  "Allif  KhAn  wrote  to  his  master  literal  compliance  with  the  said  ttipuhtim 

on  the  subject,  and  in  answer  he  was  directed  The  number  therefore  of  horse  implied  bgr  tt 

not  to  agree  to  the  granting  of  any  pecuniary  ought  at  least  to  be  ascertained ;  toe  vtiM  aap- 

^•'*  pose  Jive  thautandf  and  allowing  tba  ezigHMy 

for  their  attendance  to  exist  only  in  tbapr^ 

IV. — That  the  resident  Bristow  did  then  portion  of  one  year  injivet  reduoa  tbadaiMid 

openly  depute  Major  Palmer  aforesaid,  with  to  one  thousand  for  the  compotatioii  of  4a 

the  concurrrace  of  the  vizier,  and  the  appro-  subsidy,  which  at  the  rate  of  Jifiy  ngfftm  fai 

bation  of  the  govemour-general,  to  the  Nabob  man,  will  amount  to  fifty  thousand  paraM»« 

FyzooIaKh4n,  at  Rampore;  and  that  the  said  sem.    This  may  serve  for  the  basis  of  ibit 

Palmer  was  to  "  endeavour  to  conrince  the  article  in  the  negociation  upon  it." 
nabob,  that  ail  doubte  of  hia  attachment  to  the 
vixitr  are  eeaeed ;  and  whatever  claime  may  be        VI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastinfi  Mk 


made  on  him  are  founded  upon  the  baaie  of     then  continue  to  instruct  tbe  said  Patev  It 
hiainterett  and  advantage t  and  aplanefea'    tho  alternative  of  a  refusal  (rum 


ttMiahing  hia  right  to  the  poeaeaaion  of  hia  jag"  Khftn. 

hire."  «  If  Fyzoola  Kh&n  shall  rcftwa  to  tnat  ftr 

That  the  sudden  ceasing  of  the  said  doubts,  a  subsidy,  and  claim  the  benefit  of  his  laigiit 

without  any  inquiry  of  the  slightest  kind,  agreement  in  ita  literal  expreaaioa,  At  -fm^ 

doih  warrant  a  strong  presumption  oftherssi-  tesses  a  right,  which  we  eamnoi  diapmta,  mA 

dent's  conviction,  that  tliey  never  really  exist-  it  will  in  that  case  remain  only  to  fix  tba 
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dn  number  sf  hone  which  he  shall  (hraish,  Fyzoola  Kh&n  to  insist  on  his  ticaty,  the 

wbkh  ooght  at  least  to  exceed  2500.            ,  head  of  instruction  immediately  succeeding 

doth  afford  just  reason  for  a  violent  presuap* 

yil.— That,  in  the  abore-recited  instmo-  tion,  that  such  apparent  lenity  was  but  policy, 

tiOB,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  insinuate  to  gire  a  colour  to  his  conduct ;  he  the  said 

(fiir  he  doth  not  directly  assert,)  Hastings,  in  the  very  next  paragraph,  bringing 

IsL  That  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  5000  forth  a  new  engine  of  oppression,  as  follows  : 

lroo|M ;  which  he  says  were  undoubtedly  in-  "  To  demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  reiats 

ttnied  to  be  all  cavalry.  (or  peasants)  of  the  nabob  vizier's  dominions, 

id.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  then  ad-  to  whom  Fyzoola  has  given  protection  and 

■it,  that  a  single  horseman,  included  in  the  service,  or  an  amnuU  tribuU^  m  eompttuation 

lid  furnished  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  would  prove  for  the  loi$  sustained  6y   the    nabob   vixier 

i  literal  compliance.  m  hie  revenuef  thtie  tranef erred  to  Fyzoola 

Sd.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  next  resort  Kh&n, 

igain  to  the  supposition  of  our  right  to  the  "  You  have  stated  the  increase  of  his  jag- 

vliole  ¥X0  cavalry.  hire,  occasioned  by  this  act,  at  the  moderate 

4tk.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  afler-  turn  of  fiAeen  lacks.     The  trih%fe  >mght  at 

wards  think,  in  the  event  of  an  explanation  Uaat  to  be  one^Ourd  of  thai  anumrU. 

if  the  treaty,  and  a  settlement  of  the  propofw  <'  We  conceive  that  Fyzoola  Khin  him- 

tioo  of  cavalry,  instead  of  a  pecuniary  com-  self  may  be  disposed  to  yield  to  the  preceding 

mtatioD,  it  will  be  all  we  can  demand,  that  demand,  on  the  additional  condition  of  being 

4e  nomber  should  at  leatt  exceed  8500.  allowed  to  hoM  his  lands  inUltumgai%(or  an  in- 

5th.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth,  in  calcn-  heritable  tenure)  instead  of  his  present  tenure 

kting  the  supposed  time  of  their  service,  as-  by  jagheer,  (or  a  tenure  for  life.)     This  we 

nrae  an  arbitrary  estimate  of  one  year  of  war  think  the  yizier  can  have  no  objection  to 

lo  four  of  peace ;  which  (however  moderate  grant,  and  we  recommend  it :  but  for  thie  a 

the  calculation  may  appear  on  the  average  of  Jhie  or  peeheueh  ought  to  be  immediately  paid 

the  said  Hastings's  own  government)  doth  in-  in  the  euetomary  proportion  of  tfte  JummOf 

volve  a  principle  in  a  considerable  degree  ettimated  at  thirty  laehe** 
repugnant  to  the  system  of  perfect  peace, 

inculcated  in  the  standing  orders  of  the  com-  IX.^-That  the  resident  Bristow  (to  whom 

ptny.**  the  letter  containing  Major  Palmer's  instrue- 

6lh.  That,  in  estimating  the  pay  of  the  tions  is  addressed)  no  whore  attributes  the  in- 

ttvalry  to  be  commuted,  the  said  Hastings  crease  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  revenues  to  this 

doth  fix  the  pay  of  each  man  at  50  rupees  a  protection  of  the  fugitive  reiats,  subjects  of 

Booth ;  which  on  5000  troops,  all  cavalry  (as  the  vizier :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

iie  said  Hastings  supposes  the  treaty  of  Lall-  was,  therefore,  not  warranted  to  make  that  a 

Dang  to  have  meant)  would  amount  to  an  ex-  pretext  of  such  a  peremptory  demand ;  that 

pease  ofSO  lacks  a  year,  or  between  900,000/.  as   an   inducement  to  make  Fyzoola  Kh&n 

md  400,000/.      And  this  expense,  strictly  agree  to  the  said  demand,  it  is  ofi\}red  to  set- 

icsnlting  (according  to  the  calculations  of  the  tie  his  lands  upon  a  tenure,  which  would  se- 

said  Hastings)  from  the  intention  of  Shuja  ul  cure  them  to  his  children ;  but  that  settlement 

Dowla's  grant  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  was  design-  is  to  bring  with  it  a  new  demand  of  a  fine  of 

•d  to  be  supported  out  of  a  jaghire,  valued  at  thirty  lacks,  or  800,000/.  and  upwards ;  that 

fifUen   lacks  only,  or  something  more  than  the  principles  of  the  said  demarul  are  violent 

160,0001.  of  yearly  revenue,  just  half  the  and  despotic,  and  the  inducement  to  acquies- 

ttaoont  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  con-  cence  deceitful  and  insidious ;  and  that  botk 

sideratioo  of  the  said  jaghire.  the  demand  and  the  inducement  are  derogatory 

And  that  a  basis  of  negociation  so  incon-  to  the  honour  of  this  nation, 
ibtcot,  so  arbitrary,  and  so  unjust,  is  contrary 

to  that  uprightness  and  integrity,  which  should  X. — That  Major  Palmer  aforesaid  pro- 

•trk  the  transactions  of  a  great  state,  and  is  ceeded  under  these  instructions  to  Rampore, 

highly    derogatory    to    the  Aonour   of  this  where   his  journey  "  to  eaetori  a   turn    of 

uxitm,  money*  was  previously  known  from  Allif 

Kh&n,  vakeel  of  Fyzoola  Khan  at  the  vizier^ 

Vin.— That  notwithstanding  the  seeming  eoort :  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  assv* 

■oderatSon  and  justice  of  the  said  Hastings  ranees  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  goveni- 

•n  admitting  the  clear  and  undoubted  right  of  ment  given  by  the  said  Hasting:*  (as  is  he*«h 
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relatoJ)  the  Nabob  FyzooU  Kb4n  did  expm^  and  how  the  confidrace  and 

(he  moat  aerioua  and  deaponding  apprehen-  said  Haatinfi  did  truly  operate  on  dl 

■ioM,  both  by  letter  and  throuf  h  his  vakeel,  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  doth  appear  to  b«  I 

to  the  rcf  ident  Bristow,  who  represents  them  plained  by  another  passage  in  tha  m 

to  Major  Palraer  in  the  followinf  manner  i  where  the  said  Palmer  conf^niUiIali 

**  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&a  complains  of  on  the  sofif/aefioft,  tohich  As  jroes  it 

tho  distresses  ho  has  this  year  sufiered  from  KhAn  in  the  conduct  of  thifl  DOfOO 

the  drought.     The  whole  collections  have,  he  spent  a  month  m  order  to  efl*ect  ** 

with  great  management,  amounted  to  about  raent  and  penuasion,  what  h§  «• 

twelve  lacks  of  rupees,  from  which  sum  he  obtained  in  <m  hour  by  threaU  mmd 

has  to  support  his  troops,  his  fiunily,  and  tiom,^ 
several  relations  and  dependants  of  the  late 

Rohilla  chiefs.     He  9aya,  it  eUarfy  appear*  — » 
to  be  intended  to  deprive  him  ef  hie  country^ 

OS  the  high  demand  you  have  made  ^f  him  is  full  tivdication  or  rrcooLi 
tnadmioeible.    Should  be  have  assented  to  it,  BT  major  palmer  aits   a 
it  would  be  impossible  to  perform  the  coixii-  BASTiiros. 
tions,  and  then  hi«  reputation  would  be  injur- 
ed by  a  breach  of  agreement.    AUif  Khkn  I. — Tbat  in  the  course  of  the  n 
further  repreaente  that  it  ie  hie  wutier'i  in-  ciation  for  establishing  the  rights  of 
tenlionj  in  cau  the  demand  ehoutd  not  be  re-  bob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  Major 'PaJnaer 
Unquishfd  by  you,^r§t  to  proceed  to  iMcknoWf  did  communicate  to  the  resident  Biii 
where  he  propoeea  having  an  interview  with  through  the  said  resident  to  the  cooB 
the  vixier  and  resident;  if  he  should  not  be  ral  of  Bengal,  the  full  and  direct  den 
(Me  to  obtain  his  oum  terms  for  a  future  pos-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  to  all  and  era 
session  of  hisjaghire,  he  tot//  set  (^  for  Cat"  charges  made  or  pretended  to  be  nHidi 
eutia  tn  order  to  pray  for  justice  from  the  him,  as  follows : 
honourable  the  govemour-genertU.    He  ob-  Fyzoola  Kh&n  persists  in  denjini 
serves,  it  is  tho  custom  of  the  honourable  fringementon  hispartofany  oneartk 
company,  when  they  deprive  a  chief  of  his  treaty,  or  the  neglect  of  any  dtlifatioa 
country,  to  grant  him  some  allowance.    This  imposed  U|>on  him. 
he  expects  from  Mr.  Hastings^s  bounty ;  but  "  He  does  not  admit  of  the  impn 
if  he  should  be  disappointed^  he  will  certainly  reported  to  be  made  in  his  jaghirei  ai 
set  (ifupon  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  jife-  asserts  that  the  collections  thu  year 
dina^  and  renounce  the  cares  of  (Ae  world.^*  short  of  the  original  juroma  (or  Ciliiii 

"  He  directs  his  vakeel  to  ascertain  whs'  reason  of  the  long  drought. 

ther  the  English  intend  to  deprive  him  of  his  "  He  denies  having  exceeded  tlw 

country ;  for  if  they  do,  he  is  ready  to  sur*  number  of  Rohillas  in  his  service  ; 

render  it,  upon  receiving  an  order  from  the  **  And  having  refused  the  roqoirv 

resident."  cavalry,  made  by  Johnson,  to  act  wk 

ral  Goddard. 

XI.— i  That  aflcr  much  negociation  the  Na-  "  He  observes,  respecting  the  d 

bob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  "  being  fully  sensible  that  evading  the  vizier's  requisition  for  di 

an  engagement  to  furnish  military  aid,  Amo-  ry,  lately  stationed  at  Daranagiir,  l« 

ever  clearly  the  conditions  might  be  UaJted^  tioned  at  Lucknow  that  he  is  not  Im 

must  be  a  source  of  perpOtwd  misunderstand-'  treaty  to  maintain  a  stationary  Ibvoe 

ing  and  inconvenience f*^  did  at  length  agree  service  of  the  vizier,  but  to  iUf^lj  n 

with  Major  Palmer  to  give  fifleen  lacks,  or  SOOO  or  SOOO  troops  in  time  of  war. 

150,000/.  and  upwards,  by  four  instalments,  *'  Lastly,  he  asserts,  that  so  far  f 

^hat  he  might  be  exempted  from  all  future  couraging  the  ryots  (or  peasartta)  of  U 

claims  of  military  service :  that  the  said  Pal-  to  settle  in  his  jaghire,  it  has  boon 

mer  represents  it  to  be  his  belief,  "  that  no  stant  practice  to  deliver  them  up  to  d 

psrson,  not  known  to  possess  your,  (the  said  of  Rohilcund,  whenever  he  could  « 

Hastings^s)  con^denee  and  support  in  the  them." 
degree  that  I  am  supposed  to  do,  would  have 

obtained  nearly  so  good  terms;**  but  from  II. — That,  in  giving  his  opinions 

<«^hat  motive  **  terms  so  good  "  wer  9  granted,  aforesaid  denials  c^the  Nabob  Fyzool 


f 
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Um  laM  Palmer  dni  not  oootrorort  asy  <mb  of  ^j  proiuciog  receipts  of  variou*  dates,  and 

Ibo  eonscructions  of  Cso  treaty  adTsoced  bgr  ibr  great  nuoibftr*  of  these  people  surrender- 

llae  said  aabob.  ed  uponrcquisiCioi)  (ro.7i  u^  vizier's  officers." 

That   although    the  said   Palmer,  "  from 

general  appearances  as  well  as  universal  r»-  III. — That,  orer  and  aLnve  the  aforesaid 

port,  did  not  doubt,  that  the  jumma  of  the  complete  refutation  of  tho  ditlfcient  charges 

Jwghiro  is  greatly  incretued"  yet  he,  the  said  and  pretexts,  under  which  exkctions  had  been 

r,  did  not  intimate  that  it  was  increased  practised,  or  attempted   to  be  practiced,  on 

ny  degree  near  the  amount  reported,  as  it  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  tL^  scid  Palmer 

drawn  out  in  a  regular  estimate,  trans-  did  further  condemn  altogether  tSe  ^ric^ciple 

lifted  to  the  said  Palmer  expressly  for  the  of  calculation  assumed    in    such    $xi;cticns 

of  his  negociatioa ;  which  was  of  (evmi  if  they  had  been  founded   in  jusvJoe) 

by  him  produced  to  the  Nabob  Fy-  by  the  following  explanation  of  the  nature  »-W 

»la  KMm,  and  to  which  specifically  the  de-  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  LaU- 

^al  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  must  be  understood  to  Dan^;,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^n  held  his  pos- 

Apfily.  sessions  as  a  jaghircdar. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  not  hint  any  doubt  *'  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancie:^t 

of  the  deSciency  affirmed  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n  in  visage  of  the  country  for  asccrtainmg   the 

flhn  collections  fur  the  current  year:  and,  nuzzerana  (customary  present)  or  peschcu9> 

That  if  any  increase  of  jumma  did  truly  (regular  fine)  of  grants  of  this  nature :  t/uy 

exist,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  the  said  toere  btMowed  by  the  prince  aa  rewards  or  /a- 

S^mer  did  acknowledge  it  "  to  have  been  vours ;  and  the  accustomary  present  in  rcturt: 

aolemnly   relim^uished  (in  a  private  agree-  was  adapted    to   the  dignity  of  the  donor, 

■Mat)  by  the  vizier."  rather  than  to  the  value  of  the  gifl  ;  to  which 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose  t(  never^  J  believet  bore  any  kind  of  propor- 

the  number  of  Rohillas,  (employed  *'  in  or-  tion.** 
«linary  occupations,)  in  Rampore  alone,   to 

«zceed  that  limited  by  the  treaty  for  his  (Fy-  IV. — That  a  sum  of  money  (*'  which  o.* 

xoola  Khan's)  service,"  yet  the  said  Palmer  course  was  to  be  received  by  the  company  '') 

slid  by  no  means  imply,  that  the  Nabob  Fy-  being  now  obtained,  and  the  "  interests  beth 

xoula  Kh^n  maintained  in  his  service  a  single  of  the  company  and  the  vizier "  being  thus 

uau  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  treaty ;  and  much  "  better  promoted'^  by  "  esttMishing  tk» 

Vj  a  particular  and  minute  account  of  the  rights "  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  than   they  could 

iroops  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  transmitted  by  the  have  been  by  "  depriving  fum  of  his  indepenr 

resident  Bristow  to  the  said  Palmer,  the  num-  dency  ,*"  when  every  undue  influence  of  secret 

ber  was  stated  but  at  &840,  probably  including  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed  from  the 

who  were  not  understood  to  bo  com-  mind    of    the     govcmour-goncral,     Warrer 


prehcnded  in  the  treaty.  Hastings,  Esquire,  he,  the  said   Hastingr, 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  further  admit  it  did  also  concur  with  his  friend  and  agent, 

**le  6e  wft  clearly  expressed  in  the  treaty.  Major  Palmer,  in  the  vindication  of  the  Na- 

vfaether  the  restriction  included  Rohillas  of  all  bob  Fyzoola  Kh^,  and  in  the  most  ample 

descriptions ;  but  at  any  rate  he  adds,  *'  it  manner. 

does  not  appear  that  their  number  is  formida-         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  nor* 

Uc :  or  that  he  (Fyzoola  Kh&n)  could  by  any  clearly  and  explicitly  understand  the  clauses 

wssmns  nAsitt  tuck  numbers  aa  could  cau9e  any  of  the  treaty,  '<  that  Fyzoola  Kh&n  shouL' 

9mimu  alarm  to  the  vixier ;  neither  is  there  send  two  or  three  {and  not  ^ve)  thousand 

tty  appearance  of  their  entertaining  any  views  men,  or  attend  in  person  in  ease  it  was  requi' 

bsyood  the  quiet  possession  of  the  advantages  site." 

vkieh  they  at  present  enjoy.'*  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now 

And  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  which  confess,  that  the  right  of  the  vizier,  under  the 

Aa  said  Palmer  thought  it  prudent  "  to  vindi-  treaty,  was  at  best  *'  but  a  precarious  and  ««»- 

CM*  himself  from  any  possible   insinuation  strrtcea&^  right ;  and  that  he  th^H^i^t  fifleen 

tfai  he  meant  to  sacrifice  the  vizier^s  into-  lacks,  or  150,000/.  and  upwards,  an  ample 

fwt,"  he,  the  said  Palmer,  did  positively  at-  equivalent,"  (or,  according  to  the  lAicpression 

l«t  the  new  claim  on    Fvzoola  Kh&n   for  of  Major  Palmer,  an  excellent  bargain)  as  in 

tks  protection  oi^the  vizier's  ryots   to   be  truth  it  was,  "  for  expunging  an  article  61 

•holly  without  foundation ;  as  the  Nabob  Fy-  such  a  tenotir,  and  so  loosely  wordetl.'*     And 

Mola  Kh&B  **  had  proved  to  him  (Pahiier)  finally,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  tlie 
Vou  UL— It 
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foUowinf  description  of  the  general  character,  lecutea  in  open  vioUtion  of  a  positive  treatj 

dtspoeitioD,  and  ctrcumftaoces,  of  tlie  Nabob  against  a  prince,  who  had  an  hereditary  ri^ 

Pjzoola  Kh4n  :  to  more  than  he  actually  possessed,  for  whose 

"  The  rumours  which  had  been  spread  of  protection  the  faith  of  the  company  and  iha 

bis  hostile  designs  against  the  Tizier,  were  nation  was  repeatedly  pledged,  and  who  had 

totally  groundless,  and  if  he  had  been  indin-  desenred  and  obtainod  the  public  thanks  of 

ed,  he  had  not  the  means,  to  make  himself  the  British  government,  when,  in  allusion  to 

formidable  ;  on  the  contrary,  being  in  the  d»-  certain  of  the  said  acts,  the  court  of  directon 

dine  ol  life,  and  possessing  a  very  fintile  and  had  expressed  to  the  said  Hastings   thelt 

prosperous  jaghire,  it  is   more  natural   to  wishes  ^<  to  be  considered  rather  as  the  guar- 

sappose  that  Fyzoola  KJtAn  wishes  to  spend  dians  of  the  honour  and  property  of  the  na.- 

the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quietness,  than  tire  powers,  than  as  the  instruments  of  op- 

that  he  is  preparing  to  embark  in  active  and  pression ;"  be,  the  said  Hastings,  in  reply  to 

oflTensire  scenes,  which  must  end  in  his  own  the  said  directors,  his  masters,  did  conclude  his 

destruction."  official  account  of  the  final  settlement  with 

Fyzoola  Kh4n,  with  the  following  indeoent, 

y . — Yet  that,  notwitstanding  thb  virtual  because  unjust,  exultation  : 
and  implied  crimination  of  his  whole  con-        "  Such  are  the  measures  which  we  shall 

duct  toward  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  ever  wish  to  observe  towards  our  allies  or  da* 

after  all  the  aforesaid  acts  systematically  pro-  pendants  upon  our  frontiers." 


•^*  A»tk§  Utter  referred  to  in  the  Vlllth  and  XVIth  Articlee  of  Charge  U  not  amtaimti 
m  ofiy  of  Vu  Appendixes  to  the  Reports  of  the  Sdect  Committee,  it  hoe  been  though 
necessary  to  annex  it  as  an  Appendix  to  these  Charges, 
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TO  THE  Vlllth  AND  XVIth  CHARGES. 

Copy  of  a  Lttterfrom  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  f^ViUiam  Devaynes,  Esquire^  ChMrmam 
of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Easi'India  Company ,  dated  Chdtenham,  llthof  July, 
1785  ;  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  JVilliam  Devaynes,  Esquire,  Chairman  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  presidency  when 

of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  the  Surprise  arrived ;   and  when  I  returned 

to  it,  my  time  and  attention  were  so  entirely 

Sir, — The  honourable  court  of  directors,  engrossed,tothedayof  my  finad  departure  from 

in  their  general  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Sur-  it,  by  a  variety  of  other  more  important  occu- 

prise,  dated  the    16ih  March,   1784,   were  pations,  of  which,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to 

pleased  to  express  their  desire  that  I  should  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion 

inform  them  of  the  periods  when  esch  sum  of  contributed  by  myself  of  the  volumes  which 

the  presents,  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  compose  our  consultations  of  that  period, 

22d   May,  1782,  wai  received,  what   were  that  the  submission  which  my  respect  would 

my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  re-  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  command  im* 

ceipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  posed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recollection,  per* 

the  court  of  directors,  and  what  were  my  rea-  haps  from  the  stronger  impression,  which  the 

sons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  left  on  mj 

and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repra- 

leposits  on  my  own  account.  hcnsion  for  something  which  had  given  oflTence 

I  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  infor-  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction,  thai* 

rnaiion  required  as  above  is  yet  expected  from  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further  oluci- 

tif».     I  hope  that  the  circumstances  of  ray  dation  of  it.                         ^ 

r>ast  situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my  I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  Jfiffar* 

«xcuse  for  having  thus  long  withheld  it.     The  cut  questions  which  lave  bsen  stated  to  mt.. 
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m  u  explicit  a  manner  as  I  am  able.    To  atrong  probability,  follow  them.     I  have  said 
mcfa  information  as  I  can  give  the  honoura-  that  the  three  Brst  sums  of  the  account  were 
Ue  court  is  fully  entitled,  and  where   that  paid   into   the  company's   treasury  without 
fkal\  prore  defectiTe,  I  will  point  out  the  passing  through  my  hands.    The  second  of 
etsy  BMana  by  which  it  may  be  rendered  more  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its  destina- 
eomplete.  tion  and  application  tu  the  expense  of  a  de- 
First,  I  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty  tachment,  which  was  formed  and  employed 
lliat  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  ac-  against  Madajee  Scindia,  under  the  command 
cooat  transmitted  with  my  letter  above  men-  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camac,  as  I  particu- 
tioned,  were  received  at  or  within  a  irery  few  larly  apprized  the  court  of  directors,  in  my 
hy  oir  the  dates  which  are  prefixed  to  them  letter  of  the  29th  November,  1780.     This 
is  the  account ;   but  as  this  contains  only  other  two  were  certainly  not  intended,  when 
lbs  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these  was  re-  I  received  them,  to  be  made  public,  though 
tttved  in  different  payments,  though  at  no  intended  for  public  service,  and  actually  sp- 
iroat  distance  of  time,  I  cannot  therefore  as-  plited  to  it.     The  e:(igencies  of  the  govem- 
lign  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  ac-  ment  were  at  that  time  my  own,  and  every 
eooat.      Perhaps  the  honourable  court  will  pressure  upon  it  rested  with  its  full  weight 
^idge  this  sufficient  for  any  purpose  to  which  upon  my  mind.     Wherever  I  could  find  al- 
Cbeir  inquiry  was  directed ;  but  if  it  should  lowable  means  of  relieving  those  wants,  I 
AoC  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more  eagerly  seized  them ;  but  neither  could  it  occur 
■anrate  inibrmation,  and  for   the  means  of  to  me  as  necessary  to  state  on  our  proceedings 
■atakinf  any  investigation,  which  they  may  cYcry  little  aid  which  I  could  thus  procure, 
think    it    proper   to    direct,  respecting   the  nor  do  I  know  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  with- 
p«rticulars  of  this  transaction,  to  Mr.  Lar-  out  appearing  to  court  favour  by  an  ostenta- 
kiiis,  year  accomptant-general,  who  was  privy  tion  which  I  disdained,  nor  witliout  the  chance 
to  every  process  of  it,  and  possesses,  as  I  b^  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by 
lirre,  the  original  paper,  which  contained  the  the  constructive  assertion  of  a  sepai^te  and 
ooly  account  that  I  ever  kept  of  it.     In  this  unparticipated  merit,  derived   from  the  in- 
— i:h  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifically  fluence  of  my  station,  to  which  they  might 
inserted,  with  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  have  laid  an  equal  claim.     I   should   havs 
it  was  made ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  de-  deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable  to  re- 
hire that  he  will  furnish  you  with  the  paper  it-  ceive  for  ray  own  use  money  tendered  by  men 
»elf,  if  it  is  still  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  of  a  certain  class,  from  whom  I  had  interdicted 
wviih  whatever  he  can  distinctly  recollect  con-  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  inferiours,  and 
^xraing  it.  and  bound  them  by  oath  not  to  receive  them. 
For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  I  was  therefore  more  than  ordinarily  cautious 
r>eceipts  firom  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  to  avoid    the  suspicion  of  it,  which  would 
or  of  tbe  court  of  directors,  and  for  taking  scarcely  have  failed  to  light  upon  me,  had  I 
i^oods  for  part  of  these  sums,  and   paying  suffered  the  money  to  be  brought  directly  to 
others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  my  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any  person  known 
account,  I  have  generally  accounted  in  to  be  in  trust  for  me  ;  for  these  reasons  I 


■ay  letter  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  di-  caused    it  to  be  transported  immediately  to 

Vectors  of  the  22d  May,  1782  ;  namely,  that  the  treasury.     There,  you  well  know,  sir,  it 

**  I  either  chose   to  conceal    the   first   re-  could  not  be  received  without  being  pasrcd 

^^eipts   from    public  curiosity    by  receiving  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done 

taoads  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  with-  by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  adrjior-ii  ;  the 

o«t  any  studied  design  which  my  memory,  at  first  was  the  least   liable  to  rcL'*-<M  .on,  and 

tliat  distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  therefore  T   had    obviously   recourse  to   it. 

I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  Why  the  second  sum  was  entered  as  a  depo* 

^1m  same  means  with  the   rest."      It  will  sit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant  ;  possibly  it  was 

^ot  be  eapected  that  I  should  bo  able  to  give  done  without  any  special  direction  from  me  ; 

*  su>re  correct  explanation  of  my  intentions  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  o« 

*Asr  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transac- 

*t  the  time  that  many  particulars  had  Cc'cap*  tion  itself  did  not  require  concealment,  having 

^  my  remerobrarKe  ;  neither  shall  f  atlcn.]>!  been  already  avowed. 

*<>  tdd  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of  Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  thcM 

^  hetM  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  were  my  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  yet  I 

^  iafsrences  as    necessarily,  or   with   i  will  not  affirm  that  they  were.   Though  I  CmI 


APPENDIX. 

their  impreuion  i>  tlio  remains  of  a  series  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  «f  4k 

of  thoughts  retained  on  mj  memory,  I  am  not  and  infiNrming  them  of  the  rest, 
certain  that  they  may  not  have  been  produced        It  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  eiw; 

by  subsequent  reflection  on  the  principal  fiu:t,  upon  this  transaction,  which  either  ■ 

combining  with  it  the  probable  motives  of  it.  mind  could  suggest,  or  which  may  hm 

Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it  was  my  design  suggested  by  others,  I  beg  leave  la  i 

originally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  another  question  and  to  state  the  tan 

the  sums,  except  the  second,  even  from  the  in  my  reply,  by  informing  you,  that 

knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors.    They  dorsement  on  the  bonds  was  nUde  abi 

had  answered  my  purpose  of  public  utility,  period  of  my  leaving  the  presideneff 

and  I  had  almost  totally  dismissed  them  from  middle  of  the  year  1781,  in  order  to 

my  remembrance.    But  when  fortnne  threw  a  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  th 

sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude,  which  could  pony,  as  part  of  my  estate,  in  the  ereii 

not  be  conceaW,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  death  occurring  in  the  course  of  the  s 

my  situation  at  the  time,  in  which  I  received  on  which  I  was  then  entering, 
it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  appwuvnces,        This,  sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the 

I  ciiose  to  apprize  my  employers  of  it,  which  action.    I  should  be  ashamed  to  reqa< 

I  did  hastily  and  generally ;  hastily  perhaps  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  hooi 

to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  secret  court  of  directors,  whose  time  is  too  n 

calumny  ;  and  generally,  because  I  knew  not  (or  the  intrusion  of  a  subject  so  onintar 

the  exact  amount  of  the  sum,  of  which  I  was  but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indispi 

in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  possession  :  duty ;  I  must  therefore  request  the  fk 

I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  result  you  to  lay  it,  at  a  convenient  time,  befiar^ 

as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  In  addressing  it  to  you  personally,  I 

in  the  performance  of  my  promise  I  thought  my  own  feelings  of  the  respect,  whk 

it  consistent  with  it  to  add  to  the  account  to  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  assu 

all  the  former  appropriations  of  the  same  which  I  derive  from  your  experieoeod 

kind ;    my  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  ties,  that  you  will  kindly  overlook  IIm  1 

me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution,  which  might  imposed  by  it. 
have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  Your  very  humble  and 

suppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards  Most  obedient  senrant, 

known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  were  my  mo-  (Signed)  Wabrxn  UAirn 

It  res  for  withholding  part  of  these  receipU        CktUmham,  UthJufy,  1786. 


fRIAL   OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  Esq., 


tjLTm  flOTBrnvom  or  bbhoal. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
THE    LORD    VISCOUNT    MILTON, 

on   or  THB   RKPRKSCIITATITES  IN  TRB  COMMOITS  HOUIX  OF  PARLIAlfXHT    FOR    FBI 

couirrr  of  Tons. 

MT  DSAR  LORD,  Uted,  in  their  practical  application,  to  promote 
I  All  persuaded,  that  your  lordship  will  not  its  security  in  this  nation — had  been   mora 
k  displeased  to  see  your  name  inscribed,  at  philosophically  developed,  and  more  accurately 
the  beginning  of  an  introduction  to  the  fourth  defined,  more  S3rstematically  arranged,  and  ap- 
volume  of  Mr.  Burkc^s   posthumous   works,  plied  with   more   profound  wisdom    to  their 
The  hereditary  interest,  which  you  possess,  in  practical  object,  by  him,  than  by  any  other 
whatever  regards  the  public  labours  of  that  person  ;  principles  too,  not  less  warmly  che- 
great  man  uxi  distinguished  statesman,  will  rished  in  his  heart,  than  firmly  embraced  by  his 
Ibmi,  I  trust,  but  a  small  part  of  your  claim  to  understanding.     Disinterested  patriotism,  he 
wch  a   distinction.     Your  father,  and  your  knew,  you  would  imbibe  from  the  lessons  of 
great-uiicle  the  late  Marquess  of  Rockingham,  your  virtuous  parents,  and  a  whig  patriot  alone 
b  addition  to  the  happiness,  which  they  en-  was  to  be  expected  from  the  house  of  Went* 
joyed,  of  his  personal  intimacy  and  friendship,  worth.    When  he  was  taken  from  us,  you  had 
had  also  the  gratification  of  being  in  a  high  not  attained  an  age,  that  enabled  you  to  profit, 
degree  instrumental  in  the  direction  of  those  as  your  immediate  predecessors  had  done,  by 
Uboura  to  the  senrice  of  their  country.    I  well  his  friendship  in  private,  and  co-operation  in 
rtmember,  that  Mr.  Burke  manifested  no  or^  public  life.    But  hereditary  veneration  for  hii 
diaary  sensation  of  joy  at  your  birth ;  an  event,  character,  and  the  studious  perusal  of  hii  writ- 
which  he  considered  to  be  intimately  connec-  ings,  have,  in  a  great  degree  supplied  thai 
lad  with  the  esMUtial  interests  of  the  nation,  loss.    Had  he  lired  to  know  how  firmly  and 
The  heir  to  a  title  conveying  the  right  to  a  seat  zealously  you  are  attached  to  the  principle! 
ia  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation,  and  to  whidi  he  had  invariably  maintained,  and  how 
•  landed  property,  among  the  first  in  value  and  steadily  and  manfully  you  come  forward,  upon 
laapliiude ;  the  future  head  of  a  family,  whose  all  occasions,  to  their  support,  he  would  have 
*^t*«M^«  and  connections  spread  its  influence  derived  fixmi  that  knowledge,  in  the  present  in- 
through  a  wide  range  of  social  and  political  auspiciottt  state  of  public  afiairs,  some  cooso- 
interoourse,  and  gave  it  a  sensible  and  perma-  latioa  at  least,  perhaps  some  hope  of  bettei 
Qcnt  weight  in  all  matters  of  state,  could  not  times ;   notwithstanding  the  triumphant  ca% 
^  regarded  by  him  with  indifl*erenco.    Nor  reer,  which  lies  open  to  the  enemies  of  whig 
vrill  this  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  coo-  gism,  in  consequence  of  divisions  within  it 
•idered,  tliat  the  principles  of  the  party,  of  aelf,  and  the  apathy  of  the  people  from  without 
^wfaidi  be  knew  you  would  almost  necessarily  In  the  mind  of  Mr.  Burke  political  princi* 
>»«.ome  a  distinguished  member,  and  proba-  pies  were  not  dtjects  of  barren  speculation. 
h^  an  eminent  support ;  principles  founded  Wisdom  in  him  was  always  practical.   What* 
Upon  the  basis  of  political  liberty,  and  calcu-  ever  his  understanding  adopted  as  troth,  made 

its  way  to  his  heart,  and  sunk  deep  into  it: 

♦  The  reader  will  perceive  tha  this  Iniroduc.  ^^  hi,  g^pdent  and  generous  feelings  seized 

Uon  preceded  the  fourth  volume  of  Mr.  Burkes  ..^  -,-,_^:hu««  .n^l  «.«i»m.M  ««.r« /ww..^» 

pb«fii«raoui  works.    It  Is  reulned  here  In  the  with  promptitude  and  eagenjeet  eveiy  occanoo 

laae  place  U  aopeais  \p  the  English  ediUon.  of  apply  mg  it  to  the  use  of  mankmd.    How 
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large  a  portion  of  an  active  and  laborious  life  might  fail  in  th  j  technical  proof  of  hii  gnik- 

waa  thus  employed,  >vill  be  aeen  in  our  future  required  only  to  be  known ;  and  Mr.  Burke 

history  of  it.     Where  shall  we  find  recorded  was  finnly  persuaded,  that  by  the  investigatioa 

cxcrtionsof  active  benevolence,  at  once  so  nu-  of  the  affairs  of  that  government,  resulting 

merous,  so  varied,  and  so  important,  made  by  from  the  trial,  and  by  the  public  ejcpoeure  of 

one  man  ?  Among  these,  the  redress  of  wrongs  the  crimes  which  had  been  perpetrated,  he  had 

and  the  protection  of  weakness  from  the  op-  not  only  discharged  a  sacred  and  imperative 

pression  of  power,  were   most  conspicuous :  duty,  but  at  the  same  time  had  interpoaed  a 

And  of  this  kind  the   Impeachment  of  Mr.  |>owerful  check  to  the  commiasion  in  future  of 

Hastings    was  considered  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  such  enormities. 

beyond  all  comparison  the  most  interesting  and         It  was  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  thai 

momentous.  ho  had,  a  short  time  before  his  last  sickness, 

The  volume,  which  is  now  inscribed  to  your  begun   to  prepare  materials  for   a  complete 

lordship,  relales  to  that  proceeding ;  a  proceed-  history  of  the  impeachment.    His  subscqueot 

ing,  which  that  virtuous  and  enlightened  repre-  inability  to  proceed  in  it,  was,  I  know,  most 

sentativo  held  to  be  the  most  important  of  his  sensibly  felt  by  him:  and  it  was  among  the 

parliamentary  labours.  last  requests,  he  made  me,  that  I  would  col- 

The  assumption  of  arbitrary  power,  in  what-  lect  and  arrange  those  materials,  and  publish 

ever  shape  it  appeared,  whether  under  the  veil  so  much  of  them,  as  I  might  judge  fit  (or  pi^ 

of  legitimacy,  or  skulking  in  the  disguise  of  lication. 

state  necessity,  or  presenting  the  shameless         With  this  desire  of  my  most  dear  and  hth 

front  of  usurpation  ;  whether  the  prescriptive  noured  friend,  I  am  endeavouring  U>  comply. 


claim  of  ascendency,  or  the  brief  career  of  The  cultivators  of  literature    will  for 

official  authority,  or  the  newly-acquired  do-  lament  the  want  of  his   finishing  hand.    I 

minion  of  a  mob,*  was  the  sure  object  of  his  trust,  however,  that   the  substance   of  the 

detestation  and  hostility.    His  endeavours  to  whole    of  the  proceedings   will  be  found  in 

stifle  it  in  its  birth,  or  to  obstruct  its  march,  these  volumes  ;  and  that  the  philosopher  and 

and  impede  its  progress,  or  to  redress  its  op-  tlie  statesman  will  not  be  insensible  of  their 

pressions,  will  be  found  to  have  occupied,  in  value.     This  volume  contains  the  speeches, 

various  instances,  as  I  have  already  said,  no  which  he  made  at  the  close  of  the  irapeacb- 

small  portion  of  his  life.     The   scale,  upon  ment,  and    which   were  continued   for  nine 

which  oppressions  of  tliis  kind  had  been  exer-  days. 

cised  in  our  E^t-Indian  possessions,  was  of  In  a  subsequent  volume,  an   essay  will  be 

such  a  magnitude,  tliat  it  required  a  mind  like  made  towards  a  history  of  his  life ;  compri^ 

his  to  grapple  with  them.     His  ardent  zeal,  ing  such   part   of  his    correspondence,  aa^ 

and  unwearied  perseverance,  were  not  more  other  fugitive  compositions,  as  may  be  jodg> 

than  equal  to  the  task.     He  well  knew,  that  ed  fit  fur  public  perusal.     This  volume,  tbt 

tlie  impunity  of  Indian  delinquency  was  de-  termination  of  my  labours,  and  of  oar  joini 

manded  by  interest  too  weighty  and  extensive,  tnist  in  editing  the  posthumous  works  c{  Mr. 

and  was  secured  by  influence  and  protection  too  Burke,  I  purpose  dedicating  to  the  earl,  yoni 

powerful  to  bo  resisted.      The  event  accord-  venerable  father.      But  as  it  may  not  be  ibi 

ingly,  did  not  correspond  with  his  wishes :  but  divine  will,  that  I  should  live  to  accompltrii 

the  ecl&t  of  a  triumph  was  neiilier  necessary  my  intention,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  my  dear, 

to  his  fame,  nor  the  triumph  itself  to  the  satis-  lord,  refuse  permission  to  my  availing  mywh 

faction  of  his  own  mind.      The  real  cause,  of  this  present  opportunity  of  telling  the  woiH 

which  he  advocated,  did  not  depend  upon  the  how   greatly  I  love   him,  and   how  highly  1 

decision  of  the  court  of  judicature,  before  which  honour  him. 

the  impeachment  was  tried.    From  the  moment  Soon  afler  my  first  acquaintance  with  bini 

it  was  voted  by  the  H>3use  of  Commons,  the  he  succeeded  to  the  splendid  possessions  ol 

attainment  of  its  main  cbject,  was  placed  out  his  uncle,  the  Marquess  of  liockingham,  at) 

of  the  power  cf  his  opficnents  to  wrest  from  revered  master  and  patron ;  and,  together  wilk 

hiro.-^The  existence  of  the  enormities,  with  them,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  Is 

the  commission  of  which  the  govemour-gene-  the  guardianship  of  the  whig  cause  in  Elnf* 

ral  was  charged,  how  much  soever  the  managers  land  and  Ireland.    From  that  time  hispc^ 

tical  conduct  is  well  known  to  his  country  % 

.SKiJ^'"  "^tu  '"°°^'I"'  enumeration  of  poB-  f^^  covertly  or  in  concealment,  I  may  can- 

Bible  cases.    The   reader   will    find     n  these     <•  ■     .,        "^    .   u^  u..  j^„« .7.-  rr   u:- 

volumes.  examples  of  Mr.  Burke's  exerUona,  ^"^^^^^7  »»«rt,  he  has  done  nothing.     Tokf 

'eferatile  to  each  particular  case.— Edit.  country,  then,  I  may  safely  leave  the  ja4f> 
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i  Hal  coodocL    Hii  politick  Iknow-  ed,  is  oA«n  driven,  in  popular  distarbancet, 

t«d|«,  «nu  hiT  ability  for  tho  «dreiniitratioQ  of  to  have  recourse :  and  particularly  it  was  with 

ublic  atfKirs,  aro  kiMwn  to  ^rage,  who  have  a  well   grounded    expectation   of  procurinf 

ither  sat  m  council,  or  have  hold  correspoa-  thereby  tlie  accomplishment  of  a  great  act  oi 

with  him  upon  political  subjects.    Hit  national  justice,  by  the  restoralion  of  our 

services,  indeed,  during  the  late  long  Roman  Catholic  fellow  suhjecUi  to  their  poli> 

rvign,  will  not  appear  frequent  in  the  historic  (ical  rights.     This  support  of  the  executive 

~       B,  nor  his  name  prominently  conspicuous  in  government  required  no  compromise  of  public 

annals  of  party ;  but  in  the  silent  opera-  principles ;    on  the  contrary,   the   additional 

of  those  causes,  which  have  hitherto  strength  acquired  by  the  administration  might 

nitted  to  us  the  constitution,  if  not  UD-  both  have  disposed  and  enabled  it  to  efTec* 

impaired,  perhaps  without  essential  detcrio-  tuate  measures  of  salutary  reform,  of  prudent 

s-atioa,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  that  event-  retrenchments  of  expense,  and  of  necessary 

tful  period,  and  which  have  rescued   it  from  OBConomy.     On  the  part  of  Lord  Fitzwiiliam, 

Sequent  and  imminent  dangers,  the  politician,  this  separation  was  marked  with  a  moderation, 

"^rbo  look*  below  the  surface  of  tilings,  will  which  disarmed  the  animosity  of  the  friends 

discover    abundant   proofs   of  his    influence,  he  had  quitted,  and  leA  open  the  avenues  to 

Srer  keeping  steadily  in  his  view  the  essential  re-union  with  them,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 

equipoises  of  our  constitution,  he  conceived  it  indicated  the  terms  and  extent  of  the  new 

to  be  hisf  paramount  duty,  however  painful  the  alliance,  and  was  a  pledge  to  the  people,  that 

performance  of  it  might  he,  to  endeavour  to  the  security  of  their  rights,  and  of  the  con- 

naintain  that  balance  between  its  constituent  stitutiun,  was  with  him  the  sole  object  of  that 

parts,  which  is  necessary  to  the  very  existence  alliance. 

of  the  constitution  itself.  AAerwards,  when  the  independence  of  Eu* 

If,  at  one  time,  he  abdicated,  as  it  were,  rope   was  endangered   by  an   overwhelming 

tbs  high  rank,  which  he  held  as  a  leader  of  force,  which    nothing   but  the   resources   of 

the  otd  whig  party,  by  concurring*  in  such  a  this  country  appeared  able  to  resist,  he  united 


ition  of  a  new  party,  as  to  the  jealous  his  endeavours  with  those  of  statesmen  of  the 

eye  of  the  public,  appeared  tinged  with  a  fao-  highest  character  and  reputation,  to  call  forth 

tioos  pursuit  of  power,  and  which  excited  sua-  those  resources  in  the  support  of  a  war,  which, 

pieioos  of  a  dereliction  of  principles  ,  it  was,  whatever  might  have  been  his  opinion  of  its 

because  he  well  knew  that  no  such  dereliction  policy  at  its  commencement,  he  then  conceiv- 

had  taken  place,  and  that  there  were  no  other  ed  to  be  a  measure  of  unavoidable  necessity. 

OMaos  of  combating  with  effect,  that  favourite  LaMly,  when,  in  the  discharge  of  these  du- 

lyMem,  which  from  tlie  beginning  of  the  late  ties  to  his  country,  he  was  exposed  to  the 

reign  was  directed  in  all  its  operations  to  the  effects  of  political  intrigues,  he  bore  the  coo- 

viry  extinction  of  whiggism.  sequences'*'  with  that  dignity,  which  naturally 

If  in  an  alarming  exigency,  when  all  con-  belongs  to  conscious  merit,  when  deprived  of 

stitoted  authority  was  threatened  with  subver-  any  means  of  being  useful, 

lioo,  bo  submittedf  to  the  painful  necessity  of  Whilst  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  peo- 

■Cling  in  separation  from  men,  for  whom  he  pie,  for  their  judgment  upon  his  public  coi^ 

entertained    the    highest   esteem,    and    with  duct,  to  those,  who  are  most  intimately  ao 

whom  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  the  most  inti-  quainted  with   his  private  life,  I  may  with 

■ate  firiendship,  and  in  concert  with  those,  of  equal    confidence  appeal,  and  ask,  By  what 

wbose  political  conduct  he  had  before  gene-  private  virtue  is  it  not  eminently  distinguiih- 

nlly  disapproved,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ed?    Is  this  adulation?    His  advanced  age, 

discouraging  the  projects  of  innovation,  which  and  mine,  as  they  remove  from  me  almost  all 

^  been  avowedly  espoused  by  those  who  temptation  to  be  a  flatterer,  may  well  exempt 

then  called  the  new  whigs  :  it  was  for  the  me  from  such  an  imputation.    May  you,  mj 

of  preventing,  by  strengthening  the  dear  lord,  ever   escape    its  poisonous   arta. 


(•fitioate   operations  of  government,  those 

upon  the  constitution,  to  which  the         »  xhe  dlsmwslon  of  (he  coalition  ministry  In 


administration,  when  weakly  form-     1794,  and  the  subsefiuent  discomfiture  uf  the 

whig  candidates  at  (he  fenerol  election  in  the 

same  year;  his  resiitnstion  of  the  lord  lieuta* 

•  The  coalition  with  Lord  North  in  1793.  nancy  of  Ireland  In  1795 ;  (he  dinmiKsion  of  the 

t  The  coalition  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  1794,  and  the     Oretivllle  adminivtradon  in  1807;    and   Lord 

lonution  of  Lord  OrenviUe^s  adminisration  In     Fitzwilliam*a  removal  from  the  lord  lieufLenancy 

ofYorkshirein  1819 
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MAfToarlAboaniii  thaMnricecfjoaroooB-  P.  8.    Soma  apofagy  a/team 

toy  procore  for  ]roa,  togeUier  inih  ili  praiaa,  the  inaertioB  of  io  much  mattar,  ai 

ka  oonfidanee ;  and  maj  that  confidence,  the  immediafa  daaign  of  thia  introdueda 

whilal  it  ia  your  reward,  baeoma  in  your  hare  no  other  to  offer,  but  the  natonl  | 

banda,  one  of  the  meana  of  promoting  and  lity,  one  of  the  many  infirmitiea  of  old  ii 

aaeming  ita  moat  Taluabk  intareata  and  gene-  If  age  cannot  aereen  me  from  the  oonffi 

ral  praaperity.    With  theae  and  ovary  other  criticiam,  I  moat  demand  from  tho  piM 

food  wnh,  iad  with  the  ainceiait  regard,  I  indulgence,  whidi  I  may  require,  for  Ikt 

nial  gratification  of  private  Mod  paraoaal 

My  dear  knif  inga,  aa  no  nareaeooable  compenaatioa  ft 

Tov  MMt  obedient  tiinnbto  aeffvaBf «  kboor  and  paina  beatowed  in  prepuim 

W.  RocBflnvA.  potinwnia  wotba  ibr  «ta  peruaaL 
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(IfR.  BumKK.)  Mjr  lorda,  there  ire  penons,  who,  kiokii^ 

rather  upon  what  wu  to  bo  found  in  our  r*" 

Mr  LoRDt, — The  gentlemen  who  have  it  cords  and  histories,  than  what  was  to  be  ex- 

■  command    to   support    the    impeachment  pected  from  the  public  justice,  had  formed 

a|tinst  Mr.  Hastings,  have  directed  roe  to  hopes  consolatory  to  themselves  and  disiw 

•pea  the  cause  with  a  general  view  of  the  iiourable  to  us.    They  flattered  themsehree, 

iroonds,  upon  which  the  Commons  have  pro-  that  the  corruptions  of  India  would  escape 

eeeded  in  their  charge  against  him.    They  amidst  the  dissensions  of  parliament.    They 

ktve  directed   mo  to  accompany    this  with  are  disappointed.    They  will  be  disappointed 

toother  general  view  of  the  extent,  the  magni-  in  all  the  rest  of  their  expectations,  whidi  they 

tode,  the  nature,  the  tendency,  and  the  effect  have  formed  upon  every  thing,  except  the  me- 

of  the  crimes,  which  they  allege  to  have  been  rits  of  their  cause.    The  Commons  will  nol 

bj  him  committed.    They  have  also  directed  have  the  melancholy  unsocial  glory  of  havinf 

Be  to  give  an  explanation  (with  their  aid  I  acted  a  solitary  part  in  a  noble,  but  imperfect, 

■My  be  enabled  to  give  it)  of  such  circum-  work.    What  the  greatest  inquest  of  the  n»* 

Raoces,  preceding  the  crimes  charged  on  Mr.  tion  has  begun,  its  highest  tribunal  will  accom- 

Hastings,  or  concomitant  with  them,  as  may  plish.    At  length  justice  will  be  done  to  India, 

icod  to  elucidate  whatever  may  be  (bund  ob*  It  is  true,  that  your  lordships  will  have  yov 

icur*  in  the  articles  as  they  stand.    To  these  full  share  in  this  great  achievement ;  but  the 

Ihey  wished  me  to  add  a  few  illustrative  re-  Commons  have  always  considered,  that  what* 


on  the  laws,  customs,  opinions,  and     ever  honour  is  divided  with  you  is  doubled  on 
of  the  people  concerned,  and  who  are     themselves. 
the  objects  of  the  crimes  we  charge  on  Mr.        My  lords,  I  must  confess,  that  amidst  th 


Hastings.  encouraging  prospects  the  Commons  do  not 

The  several  articles,  as  they  appear  before  approach  your  bar  without  awe  and  anzie^. 

yoo,  will  be  opened  by  other  gentlemen  with  The  magnitude  of  the  interests,  which  we 

iiiore  particularity,  with  more  distinctness,  and,  have  in  charge,  will  reconcile  some  degree  of 

without  doubt,  with   infinitely  more  ability,  solicitude  for  the  event  with  the  undoubting 

'When  they  come  to  apply  the  evidence,  which  confidence,  with  which  we  repose  oursehree 

KMturally  belongs  to  each  article  of  this  aocti-  upon  your  lordships'  justice.    For  we  are  men, 

•etiao.      This,  my  lords,  is  the  plan,  which  my  lords ;  and  men  are  so  made,  that  it  is 

^ve  Been  to  pursue  on  the  great  charge,  which  not  only  the  greatness  of  danger,  but  the  value 

ie  BOW  to  abide  your  judgment.  of  the  adventure,  which  measures  the  degree 

My  lords,  I  must  look  upon  it  as  an  auspi-  of  our  concern  in  every  tmdertaking.    I  so- 

^feos  dreumstance  to  this  cause,  in  which  the  lonnly  assure  your  lordships,  that  no  standard 

i^oaoor  of  the  kingdom  and  the  &te  of  many  is  sufficient  to  estimate  the  value,  which  the 

•aaticos  are  involved,  that,  from  the  first  com-  Commons  set  upon  the  event  of  the  cause  thej 

— cncement  of  our  parliamentary  process  to  now  bring  before  you.    My  lords,  the  busiaeti 

this  the  hour  of  solemn  trial,  not  the  smalleet  of  this  day  is  not  the  business  of  this  ma»— 

fiiieience  of  opinion  has  arisen  between  the  it  is  not  solely,  whether  the  prisoner  at  the 

two  booees.  bar  be  Ibond  innocent,  or  guilty ;  but  whether 
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BiIIioDs  of  mankind  shall  be  made  miserable,  is   tl.-e  indiriduating  principle,  that  makes 

or  happy.  England  what  En|;)and  is.    In  this  court  it  b, 

Your  lordships  will  see  in  the  progress  of  that  no  subject,  in  no  part  of  the  empire,  can 

this  cause,  that  there  is  not  only  a  long  coo-  fail  of  competent  and  proportionable  juAioa  : 

nected,  systematic  series  of  nusdemeaDOon,  here  it  is,  that  we  provide  for  that,  which  ii 

but  an  equally  connected  system  of  maiims  the  substantial  excellence  of  our  coostitutioa ; 

and  principles,  invented  to  justify  them.     Upoo  I  mean,  the  great  circulation  of  respoosibiUtfi 

both  of  these  you  must  judge.    According  to  by  which  (excepting  the  supreme  power)  bo 

the  judgment,  thai  you  shall  giro  upon  the  past  man,  in  no  circumstance,  can  escape  the  ao* 

transactions   in  India,  inseparably  connected  count,  which  he  owes  to  the  laws  of  his  cooBtiy. 

as  they  are  with  the  principles,  which  support  It  is  by  this  process,  that  magistracy,  whi^ 

them,  the  whole  character  of  your  future  go*  tries  iiad  controuls  all  other  things,  is  itself 

▼emment  in  that  distant  empire  is  to  be  un-  tried  and  controulled.    Other  consiituliaoi  are 

alterably  decided.    It  will  take  its  perpetual  satisfied  with  making  good  subjects  ;  this  is  m 

tenour,  it  will  receive  its  final  impression,  from  security  for  good  govemours.     It  is  by  this 

the  stamp  of  this  very  hour.  tribunal,  that    statesmen,  who    abuse  tlieir 

It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  India,  now  the  power,  are  accused  by  statesmen,  and  tried  bj 

moet  considenible  part  of  the  British  empire,  statesmen,  not  upon  the  niceties  of  a  nufvm 

which  is  concerned,  but  the  credit  and  honour  jurisprudence,  but  upon  the  enlarged  and  solid 

of  the  British  nation  itself  will  be  decided  by  principles  of  state  morality.    It  is  here,  tint 

this  decision.    We  are  to  decide  by  this  judg-  those,  who  by  the  abuse  of  power  have  viol&tad 

meot,  whether  the  crimes  of  individuals  are  to  the  spirit  of  law,  can  never  hope  for  prols»> 

be  turned  into  public  guilt  and  national  igno-  tion  firora  any  of  its  forms : — it  is  here,  that 

miny ;  or  whether  this  nation  will  convert  the  those,  who  have  refused  to  conform  themsebaa 

very  offences,  which  have  thrown  a  transient  to  its  perfections,  can  never  hope  to  eacapa 

shade   upon  its  government,  into  something,  through  any  of  its  defects.    It  ought,  thann 

that  will  reflect  a  permanent  lustre  upon  the  ho-  fore,  my  lonis,  to  become  our  common  care  ta 

nour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  this  kingdom.  guard  this  your  precious  deposit,  rare  in  iH 

My  brds,  there  is  another  oonsideratioo,  use,  but  powerful  in  its  eflbct,  with  a  religioos 

which  augments  the  solicitude  of  the  Com-  vigilance,  and  never  to  suflTer  it  to  be  aidier 

mens,  equal  to  those  other  two  great  interests  discredited  or  antiquated.    For  this  great  end 

I  have  slated,  those  of  our  empire  and  our  your  lordships   are  invested  with  great  and 

national  character  ;  something,  that,  if  possi-  plenary  powers  :  but  you  do  not  suspend,  yoa 

ble,  comes  more  home  to  the  hearts  and  feci-  do  not  supersede,  you  do  not  annihilate  anj 

ings  of  every  Englishnum :  I  mean,  the  into-  subordinate  jurisdiction  ;  on  the  oootrary,  yaa 

rests  of  our  constitution  itself,  which  is  deeply  are  auxiliary  and  supplemental  to  them  alL 
involved   in   the   event  of  this  cause.    The        Whether  it  is  owing  to  the  felicity  of  oar 

future  use,  and  the  whole  effect,  if  not  the  times,  less  fertile  in  great  offences,  thanthoaa* 

very  existence,  of  the  process  of  an  impeach-  which  have  gone  before  us;  or  whether  it  la 

ment  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  be-  from  a  sluggish  apathy,  which  has  dulled  and 

fore  the  peers  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  charge  enervated  the  public  jtistice,  I  am  not  cattsd 

of  the  Commons,  will  very  much  be  decided  upon  to  determine  :  but,  whatever  may  ba  dia 

by  your  judgments  in  this  cause.    This  tri-  cause,  it  is  now  sixty-three  years  sioca  any 

bunal  will  be  found  (I  hope  it  will  always  be  impeachment,  grounded  upon  abuse  of  aotha* 

found)  too  great  for  petty  causes  :  if  it  should  rity  and  misdcmeuvnir  in  ofllice,  has  coma  be* 

ax  the  same  time  be  found  incompetent  to  one  foro  this  tribunal.    The  last  is  that  of  I^ord 

of  the  greatest ;  that  is,  if  little  offences,  from  Macclcf£eldf  which  happened  in  the    jraar 

their  minuteness,  escape  you,  and  the  greatest,  1725.    So  that  the  oldest  process  known  la 

firom  their  magnitude,  oppress  you ;  it  is  im-  the  constitution  of  this  country  has,  upon  ila 

possible,  that  this  form  of  trial  should  not,  in  revival,  some  appearance  of  novelty.    At  thia 

the  end,  vanish  out  of  the  constitution.     For  time,  when  all  Europe  is  in  a  state  of,  peiiiapK, 

me  must  not  deceive  ourselves  :  whatever  does  contagious  fermentation;  when  anLiquilj  haa 

not  stand  with  credit  cannot  stand  long.    And  lost  aU  its  reverence  and  all  its  effect  on  ite 

U*the  constituticMi  shoukl  be  deprived,  I  do  not  minds  of  men,  at  the  same  time  that  novakf 

mean  in  form,  but  virtually,  of  this  resource,  is  still  attended  with  the  stispicions,  tha?  fiU 

it  is  virtually  deprived  of  every  thing  else,  vrays  will  be  attached  to  whatever  is  new;  wa 

that  is  valuable  in  it.    For  this  process  is  the  have   been   anxiously  careful  in  a  businaas. 

cement,  wmch  binds  the  whole  together;  this  which  seems  to  combine  the  objections  bodi  ta 
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what  is  antiquated  and  what  it  noveI|  so  to  ported  by  any  example  in  the  practice  of  oar 

eooduct  ourselves,  that  nothing  in  the  rerival  forefathers. 

of  this  great  parliamentary  process  shall  aifbrd  First,  to  speak  of  the  process  :  we  are  to 

a  pretext  for  its  future  disuse.  inform  your  lordships,  that,  besides  tliat  long 

My  lords,  strongly  impressed  as  they  are  previous  deliberation  of  fourteen  years,  we  ex- 
witb  these  sentiments,  the  Commons  have  amined,  as  a  preliminary  to  this  proceeding 
ooodocted  themselves  with  singular  care  and  every  circumstance,  which  could  prove  favour- 
caution.  Without  loeing  the  spirit  and  seal  able  to  parties  apparently  delinquent,  before 
of  a  public  prosecution,  they  have  comported  we  finally  resolved  to  prosecute.  There  was 
tfaOTBselves  with  such  moderation,  temper,  and  no  precedent  to  be  found,  in  the  journals,  &- 
decorum,  as  would  not  have  ill  become  the  vourable  to  persons  in  Mr.  Hastings's circim»> 
fini  judgment,  if  with  them  rested  the  final  stances,  that  was  not  applied  to.  Many 
judgment,  of  this  great  cause.  measures  utterly  unknown  to  former  parlia- 

With  very  few  intermissions,  the  aSairs  mentary  proceedings,  and  which,  indeed,  seem* 

of  Indiahave  constjtntly  engaged  the  attention  ed  in  some  degree  to  enfeeble  them,  but  which 

of  the  Commons  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  were  all  to  the  advantage  of  those,  tlmt  were 

We  may  safely  afHrm,  we  have  tried  every  to  be  prosecuted,  were  adopted,  for  the  first 

node  of  legislative  provision,  before  we  had  time,  upon  this  occasion. — In  an  oarly  stage  of 

recourse  to  any  thing  of  penal  process.    It  the  proceeding,  tlie  criminal  desired  to  be 

was  in  the  year  1T74  we  framed  an  act  of  heard.    He  was  heard ;  and  he  produced  be* 

parliament  for  remedy  to  the  then  existing  fore  the  bar  of  the  House  that  insolent  and  un* 

disorders  in  India,  such  as  the  then  informa-  becoming  paper,  which  lies  upon  our  taUe 

tion  befcre  us  enabled  us  to  enact.    Finding,  It  was  deliberately  given  in  by  his  own  hand, 

that  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  answer  all  and  signed  with  his  own  name.    The  Com* 

the  ends  that  were  expected  from  it,  we  had,  mens,  however,  passed  by  every  thing  ofTensivo 

in  the  year  178t,  recourse  to  a  body  of  moni-  in  that  paper  with  a  magnanimity,  that  became 

tory  resolutions.    Neither  had  we  Uie  expect-  them.    They  considered  nothing  in  it,  but  the 

ed   frait  from  them.     When,  therefore,  we  facts,  that  the  defendant  alleged,  and  the  prin- 

fotrnd,  that  our  inquiries  and  our  reports,  our  ciples  he  maintained ;  and  afler  a  deliberation, 

kws  and  our  admonitions,  were  alike  despis-  not  short  of  judicial,  we  proceeded  with  con* 

ed  ;  that  enormities  increased  in  proportion  fidcnce  to  your  bar. 

as  they  were  forbidden,  detected,  and  exposed;  So  far  as  to  the  process;  which,  though  I 

when  we  found,  that  guilt  stalked  with  an  erect  mentioned  last  in  the  line  and  order,  in  which 

and  upright   front,  and  that  legal  authority  I  stated  the  objects  of  our  selection,  I  thought 

seemed  to  dnilk  and  hide  its  head  like  out-  it  best  to  dispatch  first. 

Uiw«d  guilt ;  when  we  found,  that  some  of  As  to  the  crime,  which  we  chose,  we  first 

iftosa  very  persons,  who  were  appointed  by  considered  well  what  it  was  in  its  nature, 

paHiaroent  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  laws  under  all  the  circumstances,  which  attended  it. 

of  thn  kingdom,  were  the  most  forward,  the  We  weighed  it  with  all  its  extenuations,  and 

most  boM,  and  the  most  active,  in  the  con-  with  all  its  aggravations.    On  that  review  ^m 

spiracy  for  their  destruction ;  then  it  was  time  are  warranted  to  assert,  that  the  crimes,  ^ith 

(br  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  recollect  itself,  which  we  charge  the  prisoner  at  the  bat,  are 

To  have  forborne  longer  would  not  have  been  substantial  crimes  ;  that  they  are  no  errours 

patience,  but  collusion ;    it  would  have  been  or  mistakes,  such  as  wiyv  \ud  good  men  might 

participation  wi»h  f''^* ;  it  v»ouli'  hav.  been  to  pof^iWy  fal'  into ;  which  may  •*vi.T\  produce 

make  ourselves  accomplices  wit>i  thecrimin&l.  very  pernicious  effects,  without  being  i!»  fad 

We  found  it  was  impossible  to  evade  pain-  great  offences.    The  Commons  are  too  libera!| 

fill  duty,  without  betraying  a  sacred  trust,  not  to  allow  for  the  difficulties  of  a  great  and 

Having,  therefore,  resolved  upon  the  last  and  arduous  public  situation.   Tliey  know  too  well 

only  resource,  a  penal  prosecution,  it  was  our  the  domineering  necessities,  which  fre<]uent)y 

Mit  business  to  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  occur  in  all  great  affairs.    They  know  the  ex- 

loag  deliberation.    In  all  pcints  we  proceeded  igency  of  a  pressing  occasion,  which,  in  i'a 

with  selection.    We  have  chosen  (we  tnist,  precipitate  career,  bears  every  thing  down  b»- 

it  will  so   appear  to  your  lordships)  such  a  fore  it,  which  does  not  give  time  to  the  mind 

crime,  and  such  a  criminal,  and  sucn  a  body  to  recollect  its  faculties,  to  reinforce  its  reason, 

of  eridence,  and  such  a  mode  of  process,  as  and  to  have  recourse  to  fixed  principles,  but, 

would  have  recommended  this  course  of  jus-  Vy  compelling  an  instant  and  tumultuous  do> 

ties  to  posterity,  even  if  it  had  net  been  sup-  vision,  >oo  often  obliges  men  to  decide  in  a 
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manneri  that  calm  judgment  would  certainly  ing  crimei  of  an  high  order,  and  in  nan  o( 

have  rejected.    We  know,  at  we  are  to  be  high  description.     Our  course  is  diSerenl. 

served  by  men,  that  the  persons,  who  serve  us,  We  have  not  brought  before  you  an  obscure 

must  be  tried  as  men,  and  with  a  very  large  offender,  who,  when  his  insignificance  and 

allowance   indeed,  to   human  infirmity  and  weakness  are  weighed  against  the  power  of 

human  errour.    This,  my  lords,  we  knew,  and  the  prosecution,  gives  even  to  public  justice 

we  weighed  before  we  came  before  you.    But  something  of  the  appearance  of  oppression ;  no^ 

the  crimes,  which  we  charge  in  these  articles,  my  lords,  we  have  brought  before  you  the  fint 

are  not  lapses,  defects,  erroun,  of  common  man  of  India  in  rank,  authority,  and  station, 

human  frailty,  which,  as  we  know  and  feel,  we  We  have  brought  before  you  the  chief  of  the 

can  allow  for.    We  charge  this  ofiender  with  tribe,  the  head  of  the  whole  body  of  eastern 

no  crimes,  that  have  not  arisen  from  passions,  ofienders ;  a  captain-general  of  iniquity,  ondsr 

which  it  is  criminal  to  harbour;  with  no  of>  whom  all  the  fraud,  all  the  peculation,  all  the 

fences,  that  have  not  their  root  in  avarice,  tyranny,  in  India,  are  embodied,  disciplined, 

rapacity,  pride,  insdence,  ferocity,  treachery,  arrayed,  and  paid.    This  is  the  person,  agf 

cruelty,  malignity  of  temper;   in  short,  in  lords,  that  we  bring  before  you.    We  have 

nothing,  that  does  not  argue  a  total  extinction  brought  before  you  such  a  person,  that,  if  yon 

of  all  moral  principle ;  that  does  not  manifest  strike  at  him  with  the  firm  and  decided  ana 

an  inveterate  blacluiess  of  heart,  died  in  grain  of  justice,  you  will  not  have  need  of  a  greni 

with  malice,  vitiated,  corrupted,  gangrened  to  many  more  examples.     You  strike  at  the 

the  very  core.    If  we  do  not  plant  his  cnmes  whole  corps,  if  you  strike  at  the  head, 
in  those  vices,  which  the  breast  of  man  is        So  fiu*  as  to  the  crime :  so  &r  as  to  the  cri- 

made  to  abhor,  and  the  spirit  of  all   laws,  minaL    Now,  my  lords,  I  shall  say  a  tew 

human  and  divine,  to  interdict,  wc  desire  no  words  relative  to  the  evidence,  which  we  have 

longer  to  be  heard  upon  this  occasion.    Let  brought  to  support  such  a  charge,  and  whidi 

every  thing,  that  can  be  pleaded  (m  the  ground  ought  to  be  equal  in  weight  to  the  charge  iteelC 

of  surprise  or  errour,  upon  those  grounds  be  It  is  chiefly  evidence  of  record,  officiaSy  si^ 

pleaded  with  success :  we  give  up  the  whole  ed  by  the  criminal  himself  in  many  uutancea. 

of  those  predicaments.    We  urge  no  crimes,  We  have  brought  before  you  his  own  letters, 

that  were  not  crimes  of  forethought.    We  authenticated  by  his  own  hand.    On  these  we 

charge  him  with   nothing,  that  he  did  not  chiefly  rely.    But  we  shall  likewise  bring  b»- 

commit  upon  deliberation ;   that  ho  did  not  fore  you  living  witnesses,  competent  to  spenk 

commit  against  advice,  supplication,  and  r^  to  the  points,  to  which  they  are  brought, 
monstrance ;  that  ho  did  not  conunit  against         When   you  consider  the  Ute  enormoui 

the  direct  command  of  lawful  authority ;  that  power  of  the  prisoner;  when  you  consider  bis 

he  did  not  conmiit  afler  reproof  and  reprimand,  criminal,  indefatigable  assiduity  in  the  de- 

ihe  reproof  and  reprimand  of  those,  who  are  struction  of  all  recorded  evidence ;  when  yon 

authorized  by  the  laws  to  reprove  and  repri-  consider  the  influence  he  has  over  almoat  all 

mand  him.    The  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings  are  living  testimony;  when  you  consider  the  dm- 

crimes,  not  only  in  themselves,  but  aggravated  tance  of  the  scene  of  action ;  I  believe  yoor 

by  being  crimes  of  contumacy.    They  were  brdships,  and  I  believe  the  world,  will  be  ae* 

crimes,  not  against  forms,  but  against  those  tonished,  that  so  much,  so  clear,  so  solid,  and 

eternal  laws  of  justice,  which  are  our  rule  so  conclusive  evidence  of  all  kinds  has  been 

and  our  birthright.    His  oflwnces  are  not,  in  obtained  against  him.     I  have  no  doubt,  that 

formal,  technical  language,  but  in  reality,  in  in  nine  instances  in  ten  the  evidence  ia  eucfa 

substance  and  efiect,  high  crimes  and  high  as  would  satisfy  the  narrow  precision  soppo^ 

misdemeanours.  ed  to  prevail,  and  to  a  degree  rightly  to  preraB, 

So  far  as  to  the  crimes.  As  to  the  criminal,  in  all  subordinate  power  and  delegated  jttri^ 

we  have  chosen  him  on  the  same  principle,  on  diction.     But  your  lordships  will  maintain, 

which  we  selected  the  crimes.    We  have  not  what  we  assert  and  claim  as  the  right  of  the 

chosen  to  bring  before   you  a   poor,  puny,  subjects  of  Great  Britain — that  you  are  not 

trembling  delinquent,  misled,  perhaps  by  thoso,  bound  by  any  rules  of  evidence,  or  any  othet 

who  ought  to  have  taught  him  better,  but  who  rules  whatever,  except  those  of  natural,  inumi* 

have  afterwards  opprened  him  by  their  power,  table,  and  substantial  justice, 
as  they  had  first  cotniptod  him  by  their  exam-        God  forbid  the  Commons  should  desire,  thai 

pie.  Instances  there  have  been  many,  wherein  any  thing  should  be  received  as  proof  fixim 

the  punbhmont  of  minor  ofiences,  in  inferiour  them,  which  is  not  by  nature  adapted  to 

persons,  has  been  made  the  means  of  screen-  the  thing  in  question.    If  they  shouki 
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m  request,  thej  would  aim  at  orerturning  partiality  may  lurk  and  nestle  in  the  abuse 

ynrj  principles  of  that  justice,  to  which  of  our  forms  of  proceeding.     It  is  neces* 

^Jmj  resort.     They  would  give  the  nation  an  sary,  therefore,  that  nothing  in  that  proceed 

^ffii  example,  that  would  rebound  back  on  ing  should  appear  to  mark  the  slightest  trace, 

^Muwelres,  and  bring  destruction  upon  their  should  betray  the  faintest  odour,  of  chicane. 

«iwn  heads,  and  (m  thcae  of  all  their  posterity.  God  forbid,  that,  when  you  try  the  most  seri- 

Qn  the  other  hand,  I  have  too  much  coo-  ous  of  all  causes,  that  when  you  try  the  cause 

fideoce  in  the  learning,  with  which  you  will  be  of  Asia  in  the  presence  of  Europe,  there 

adrised,  and  the  liberality  and  nobleness  of  should  be  the  least  suspicion,  that  a  narrow 

the  seotiroents,  with  which  you  are  bom,  to  partiality,  utterly  destructive  of  justice,  shouki 

suspect,  that  you  would,  by  any  abuse  of  the  so  guide  us,  that  a  British  subject  in  power 

farms,  and  a  technical  course  of  proceeding,  should  appear  in  substance  to  possess  rights, 

deny  justice  to 'so  great  a  part  of  the  world,  which  are  denied  to  the  humble  allies,  to  the 

that  claims  it  at  your  hands.    Your  lordships  attached  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  who  by 

always  had  an  ample  power,  and  almost  un-  their  distance  have  a  double  demand  upon  your 

limited  jurisdiction ;  you  have  now  a  bound-  protection,  and  who,  by  an  implicit  (1  hope  not 

less  object.     It  is  not  from  this  district,  or  a  weak  and  useless)  trust  in  you,  have  strip- 

from  that  parish,  not  from  this  city,  or  the  ped  themselves  of  every  other  resource  under 

ocber  province,  that  relief  is  now  applied  for:  heaven. 

exiled  and  undone  princes,  extensive  tribes,  I  do  not  say  this  from  any  fear,  doubt,  or 
suffering  nations,  infinite  descriptions  of  men,  hesitation,  concerning  what  your  lordships 
difierant  in  language,  in  manners,  and  in  rites  will  finally  do,  none  in  the  world ;  but  I  cannot 
—men,  separated  by  every  barrier  of  nature  shut  my  ears  to  the  rumours,  which  you  all  know 
from  you,  by  the  providence  of  God  are  blend-  to  be  disseminated  abroad.    The  abusers  oC 
edin  one  common  cause,  and  are  now  become  power  may  have  a  chance  to  cover  themselves 
snppUants  at  your  bar.    For  the  honour  of  this  by  those  fences  and  intrenchments,  which  were 
Batkn,  in  vindication  of  this  mysterious  pro-  made  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people 
fideoce,  let  it  bo  known,  that  no  rule  formed  against  men  of  that  very  description.    But 
opoo  municipal  maxims  (if  any  such  rule  &>d  forbid  it  should  be  bruited  from  Pekin  to 
oists)  will  prevent  the  course  of  that  imperial  Paris,  that  the  laws  of  England  are  for  tlie 
JQstice,  which  you  owe  to  the  people,  that  rich  and  the  powerful ;  but  to  the  poor,  the 
call  to  you  fit>m  all  parts  of  a  great  disjointed  miserable,  and  defenceless,  they  afibrd  no  re- 
world.    For,  situated  as  this  kingdom  is,  an  source  at  all.    God  forbid  it  should  be  said,  no 
object,  thank  God,  of  envy  to  the  rest  of  the  nation  is  equal  to  the  English  in  gubstantUd 
Bttioos ;  its  conduct  in  that  high  and  elevated  violence  and  in  format  justice — that  in  this 
litualioQ  will  undoubtly  be  scrutinized  with  a  kingdom  we  feel  ourselves  competent  to  confer 
■everity  as  great  as  its  power  is  invidious.  the  most  extravagant  and  inordinate  powers 
It  is  well  known,  that  enormous  wealth  has  upon  public  ministers,  but  that  we  are  de- 
poured  into  this  country  fi-om  India  through  a  ficient,  poor,  helpless,  lame,  and  impotent  in 
thoiwnd  channels,  public  and  concealed ;  and  the  means  of  calling  them  to  account  for  their 
k  if  DO  particular  derogation  from  our  honour  use  of  them.    An  opinion  has  been  insidiously 
lo  suppose  a  possibility  of  being  corrupted  by  circulated  through  this  kingdom,  and  through 
Umt,  try  which  other  empires  have  been  cor-  foreign  nations  too,  that,  in  order  to  cover  our 
rupted,  and  assemblies,  almost  as  respectable  participation  in  guilt,  and  our  common  interest 
%iMi  venerable  as  your  lordships,  have  been  in  the  plunder  of  the  East,  we  have  invented 
directly  or  indirectly  vitiated.    Forty  millions  a  set  of  scholastic  distinctions,  abhorrent  to 
<if  money,  at  least,  have  within  oiu-  memory  the  common  sense,  and  unpropitious   to  the 
been  brought  firom  India  into  England.    In  common  necessities,  of  mankind ;  by  which  we 
thb  case  the  most  sacred  judicature  ought  to  are  to  deny  ourselves  the  knowledge  of  what 
lock  to  its  reputation.    Without  offence  we  the  rest  of  the  world  knows,  and  what  so 
■say  venture  to  suggest,  that  the  best  way  to  great  a  part  of  the  world  both  knows  and  feeb. 
■ecure  reputation  is,  not  by  a  proud  defiance  I  do  not  deprecate  any  appearance,  which 
«f  public  opinion,  but  by  guiding  our  actions  may  give  countenance  to  this  aspersion,  fitMn 
IB  sudi  a  manner,  as  that  public  opinion  may  suspicion,  that  any  corrupt  motive  can  influ- 
in  the  end  be  securely  defied,  by  having  been  ence  this  court ;  I  deprecate  it  fi-om  knowing, 
previously  respected  and  dreaded.    No  direct  that  hitherto  we  have  moved  within  the  nar 
&lse  judgment  is  apprehended  from  the  tribn-  row  circle  of  municipal  justice.    I  am  afrai^ 
tt/s  of  this  country.    But  it  is  fetred,  that  that,  from  the  habits  acquired  bymoving  with 
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in  a  circumKiibed  sphere,  we  maj  be  induced  nuusj  points  in  manj  pheest  which  we  wboBy 

.'mther  to  endearour  at  forcing  nature  into  that  reoioved  from  the  ordinary  beaten  ofbit  of  our 

municipal  circle,  than  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  Eng^idi  affain.  .  In  other  affiiirB,  every  aUn- 

national  justice  to  the  neceasitiea  of  the  empire  vion  immediately  meets  its  point  of  fcfeicace ; 

we  have  obtained.  nothing  can  be  started,  that  does  net  imme- 

This  is  the  only  thing,  which  does  create  diately  awaken  to  your  attentioo  somethiBg  is 
any  doubt  or  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  sober  your  own  laws  and  usages,  which  you  meet 
people.  But  there  are  those,  who  wiU  not  with  every  day  in  the  ordinary  transactioBS  nf 
judge  so  equitably.  Where  two  motives,  neither  life.  But  here  you  are  caught,  as  it  vrers. 
of  Uiem  perfectly  justifiable,  may  be  assigned,  into  another  world  ;  you  are  to  have  the  way 
the  worst  has  the  chance  of  being  preiared.  pioneered  before  you.  As  the  subject  is  new, 
If,  from  any  appearance  of  chicane  in  the  court,  it  must  be  oplained  ;  as  it  is  intricate  as  well 
justice  should  fail,  all  men  will  say,  better  as  new,  that  explanation  can  be  only  compa- 
there  were  no  tribunaUi  at  all.  In  my  humble  rativdy  thoti :  and  therefi)re,  Imowing  your 
opinion,  it  would  be  better  a  thousand  times  lordships  to  be  possessed,  along  with  all  otha 
to  give  all  complainants  the  short  answer  the  judicial  virtues,  of  the  first  and  fooarfafioii  of 
Dey  of  Algiers  gave  a  British  arabaasadour,  them  all,  judicial  patience,  I  hope,  that  yoo 
representing  certain  grievances  suffered  by  the  will  not  grudge  a  few  hours  to  the  ezphuoadoa 
British  merchants, — "  My  friend,**  (as  the  of  that,  which  has  cost  the  Commons  fixirteca 
story  is  related  by  Dr.  Shawe)  *'  do  not  you  Years  assiduous  application  to  aoquira-«4faat 
know,  that  my  subjects  are  a  band  of  robbers,  yoor  lordships  will  not  disdain  to  grant  a  km 
and  that  I  am  their  captain  V* — better  it  would  hours  to  what  has  cost  the  people  of  India 
be  a  thousand  times,  and  a  thousand  thousand  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  Htui  innate,  mv^ 
times  more  manly,  tlian  an  hypocritical  process,  terate,  hereditary  patience  to  endore. 
which,  under  a  pretended  reverence  to  punc-  My  lords,  the  powers,  which  Blr.  Hastings 
tilious  ceremonies  and  observances  of  law,  is  charged  with  having  abused,  are  the  powers 
abandons  mankind,  without  help  and  resource,  delegated  to  him  by  the  East-India  Company, 
to  all  the  desolating  consequences  of  arbitrary  The  East-India  Company  itself  acts  mder  two 
power.  The  conduct  and  event  of  this  cause  very  dissimilar  sorts  of  powers,  derived  tram 
will  put  an  end  to  such  doubts,  wherever  they  two  sources  very  remote  from  each  other.  The 
may  be  entertained.  Tour  lordships  will  ex-  first  source  of  its  power  is  under  charters, 
ercise  the  great  plenary  powers,  with  which  which  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  was  autho- 
you  are  invested,  in  a  maimer,  that  will  do  rized  by  act  of  parliament  to  grant ;  the  other 
honour  to  the  protecting  justice  of  thiskingdon^  is  from  several  charters  derived  from  the  en- 
that  will  completely  avenge  the  great  people,  perour  of  the  Moguls,  the  person,  in  whoso 
who  are  subjected  to  it.  You  will  not  st^ef  dominions  they  were  chiefly  conversant  .^— 
your  proceedings  to  be  squared  by  any  rules,  particularly  that  great  charter,  by  which,  in 
but  by  their  necessities,  and  by  that  law  of  a  the  year  1766,  they  acquired  the  high  stew- 
common  nature,  which  cements  them  to  us,  ardship  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  us  to  them.  The  reports  to  the  contrary  andOrissa.  Under  those  two  bodies  of  charters 
have  been  spread  abroad  with  uncommon  in-  the  Eastp India  Company,  and  all  their  s«w 
dustry ;  but  they  will  be  speedily  refuted  by  the  vants,  are  authorized  to  act. 
humanity,  simplicity,  dignity,  luid  nobleness  of  As  to  those  of  the  first  description,  it  is 
your  lordships'  justice.  from  the  British  charters,  that  they  derive  the 

Having  said  all,  that  I  am  instructed  to  say,  capacity,  by  which  they  are  considered  as  a 

concerning  the  process,  which  the  House  of  public  body,  or  at  all  capable  of  any  pobltc 

Commons  has  used,  concerning  the  crimes,  function.    It  is  fipom  thence  they  acquire  the 

which  they  have  chosen,  concerning  the  cri-  capacity  to  take  firom  any  power  whatsoever 

minal,  upon  whom  they  attach  the  crimes,  and  any  other  charter,  to  acquire  any  other  offices, 

concerning  the  evidence,  which  they  mean  to  or  to  hold  any  other  possessions.    This,  being 

produce;Iamnowtoproceed  to  open  that  part  the  root  and  origin  of  their  power,  renders 

of  the  business,  which  falls  to  my  share.     It  them  responsible  to  the  party,  from  whom  al 

is  rather  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances,  their  iminediate  and  consequential  powers  ara 

than  an  enforcement  of  the  crimes.  derived.    As  they  have  emaiuited  fixxn  dw 

Your  brdshipsofcourse  will  be  apprized, that  supreme  power  of  this  kingdom,  the  whole 

this  cause,  is  not  what  occurs  every  day  in  the  body  and  the  whole  train  of  their  servants,  the 

ardinary  round  of  municipal  affairs ;  that  It  corporate  body  as  a  corporate  body,  indivktaili 

ha^  a  relation  tu  many  things,  that  it  touches  as  individuals,  are  responsible  to  the  highji^ 
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Ike  oT  this  IdngJoin.  In  delegating  great  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  their 
power  to  the  East-India  Company,  this  kiof-  own  right,  to  the  bar  of  this  Housn,  before  the 
ica  has  not  released  its  sovereignty ;  oo  the  supreme  royal  justice  of  this  kingdom,  from 
ooBtrary,  the  responsibility  of  the  company  is  whence  originally  all  the  powers,  under  whidi 
increased  by  the  greatness  and  sacredness  of  they  have  suffered,  were  derived, 
the  powers,  that  have  been  intrusted  to  it.  It  may  be  a  little  necessary,  when  we  aie 
Attempts  have  been  made  abroad  to  circulate  stating  the  powers  the  company  have  derived 
a  noCioo,  that  the  acts  of  the  East-India  Com-  from  Uieir  charter,  and  which  we  state  Mr. 
ptny^and  (he ir  servants,  are  not  cognizable  hwe.  Hastings  to  have  abused,  to  state  in  as  short 
I  hope  on  this  occasion  your  lordships  will  and  as  comprehensive  words  as  I  can  (for  the 
skew,  that  (his  nation  never  did  give  a  power,  matter  is  large  indeed)  what  the  constitution 
without  annexing  to  it  a  proportionable  degree  of  that  company  is ;  I  mean  chiefly,  what  it  is 
of  responsibility.  in  reference  to  its  Indian  service,  the  great 
As  to  their  other  powers,  the  company  de-  theatre  of  the  abuse.  Your  lordships  wiU  na- 
rivee  them  from  the  Mogul  empire  by  various  turally  conceive,  that  it  i»  not  to  inform  you, 
chuters  from  that  crown,  and  from  the  great  but  to  revive  circumstances  in  your  memory, 
magistrates  of  that  crown,  and  particularly  by  that  I  enter  into  (his  detail, 
the  Mogul  charter  of  1765,  by  which  they  ol^>  You  will  therefore  recollect,  that  the  East- 
tain  the  Duanni,  that  is,  the  office  of  Lord  High  India  Company  had  its  origin  about  the  latter 
Steward  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  period  of  pro- 
•nd  Orissa.  By  that  charter  they  bound  (hem-  jects,  when  all  sorts  of  commercial  adventures, 
sehree  (and  bound  inclusively  all  tlieir  ser-  companies,  and  roonopolios,  wore  in  fashion. 
rants)  to  perform  all  the  duties  belonging  to  At  that  time  (he  company  was  constituted, 
tkat  new  office,  and  to  be  held  by  all  the  ties  with  extensive  powers  for  increasing  the  com- 
bskMging  to  that  new  relation.  If  the  Mogul  merce  and  the  honour  of  this  country ;  because 
empire  had  existed  in  its  vigour,  they  would  increasing  its  commerce,  wiUiout  increasing 
have  been  bound  under  that  responsibili(y,  to  its  honour  and  reputation,  would  havo  been 
okeerre  the  laws,  rights,  usages,  and  customs  thought  at  that  time,  and  will  be  though(  now, 
of  the  natives ;  and  to  pursue  their  benefit  in  a  baid  bargain  for  the  country.  The  powers 
aU  things.  For  this  duty  was  inherent  in  the  of  the  company  were,  under  ilia:  charter, 
aatmre,  institution,  and  purpose  of  (he  office,  merely  commercial.  By  degrees,  as  the  thea- 
which  they  received.  If  the  power  of  the  so-  tre  of  operation  was  distant ;  as  its  intercourse 
Tsrei^tfrom  whom  tliey  derived  these  powers,  was  with  many  great,  some  barbarous,  and  aU 
ibeukl  by  any  revolution  in  human  affairs  be  of  them  armed  nations;  nations,  in  which  not 
aanihilatod  or  suspended,  tlieir  duty  to  the  only  tlie  sovereign  but  the  sulijects  were  arm- 
peopl«  below  them,  which  was  created  under  ed ;  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  their 
ike  Mogul  charter,  is  not  annihilated,  is  not  powers.  The  first  power  they  obtained  was  a 
etensuepended;  and  fur  their  responsibility  in  power  of  naval  discipline  in  their  ships;  a 
the  peribrmance  of  that  duty,  they  are  thrown  power,  which  has  been  since  dropped;  the 
back  apon  (hat  country  (thank  God,  not  anni-  next  was  a  power  of  law  martial ;  the  next 
hilaied)  from  whence  their  original  power,  and  was  a  power  of  civil,  and,  to  a  degree,  of 
aO  subsequent  derivative  powers,  have  flowed,  criminal  jurisdiction,  within  their  own  facto- 
Whenthecompanyacquiredthat  high  office  in  rios,  upon  their  own  people,  and  their  own 
lodia,  an  English  corporation  became  an  inte-  servants ;  the  next  was,  and  here  was  a  stride 
fral  part  of  the  Mogul  empire.  When  Great  indeed,  the  power  of  peace  and  war.  Those 
Britain  virtually  assented  to  that  grant  of  high  and  almost  incommunicable  preroga* 
office,  and  afterwards  took  advantage  of  it,  tives  of  sovereignty,  which  were  hardly  ever 
Great  Britain  guarantied  the  performance  of  known  before  to  be  parted  with  to  any  subjects, 
%U  its  duties.  Great  Britain  entered  into  a  and  which,  in  several  states,  were  not  wholly 
virtual  act  of  union  with  that  country ;  by  entrusted  to  the  prince  or  head  of  the  con>- 
<k4ich  we  bound  ourselves  as  securities  to  pre-  monwealih  himself,  were  given  to  the  East- 
—rve  the  people  in  all  the  rights,  laws,  and  India  Company.  That  company  acquired 
Ubertiee,  which  their  natural  original  sovereign  these  powers  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Was  botnid  to  support,  if  he  had  been  in  con-  Charles  the  Second ;  and  they  were  aAerwardt 
to  support  them.  By  the  disposition  of  more  fully,  as  well  as  more  legally,  given  faj 
the  two  duties,  flowing  from  two  dif>  parliament  after  the  revolution.  From  this 
sources,  are  now  united  in  one.  The  time,  the  East-India  Company  was  no  loofBC 
linranU  of  India  therelbre  come,  in  the  name  of  merelv  a  mercantile  company,  formed  for  ttt 
Vot.  UI.— 19 
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ext^.nsiun  of  the  BntUh  cjnunerce ;  it  mor^  senrice  i«  a  tystem  oT  pjblk  offices  in  tue  di»' 

nearij  resembled  a  delegatioD  of  the  whole  guise  of  a  oooctuig-hoj?*.    Acccvdojlf,  the 

power  and  torereigiitjr  of  this  Idngdom,  sent  whole  eztemal  order  and  serie*  of  ihc  terrice^ 

into  the  £!ast.    From  that  time  the  company  as  I  obsenred,  is  commercial :  tt»e  pnucipal, 

ou^.t  to  bo  considered  as  a  subordinate  to-  the  inward,  the  real,  is  almosi  eniirelT  po- 

rereign  power;  that  is,  sovereign  with  regard  litical. 

ut  the  objects,  which  it  toudied  ;  subordinate  This  system  of  the  company's  service,  its 

with  regard  to  the  power,  irom  whence  its  order  and  discipline,  is  necessary  to  be 


great  trust  was  derived.  Under  these  succes-  ,  plained  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may 
five  arrangements  things  took  a  course  very  in  Mrhat  manner  the  abuses  have  affected*  h. 
different  from  their  usual  order.  A  new  dis-  In  the  first  place,  all  the  persons,  who  go  abroad 
position  took  place,  not  dreamt  of  in  the  th»-  in  the  company's  civil  service,  enter  as  derka 
cries  of  speculative  politicians;  and  of  which  in  the  counting-house,  and  are  called  by  a 
few  examples,  in  the  least  resembling  it,  have  name  to  correspond  to  it,  variUn.  In  that  eoo- 
boen  seen  in  the  modem  world,  none  at  all  in  dition  they  are  obliged  to  serve  five  yean. 
the  antient.  In  other  instances  a  political  The  second  step  is  that  of  k  factor ,  in  whicli 
body,  that  acts  as  a  commonwealth,  was  first  they  are  obliged  to  serve  three  yean.  The 
settled,  and  trade  followed  as  a  consequence  thind  step  they  take  is  that  of  a  jmuar  tntr^ 
of  the  protection  obtained  by  political  power ;  chemtf  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  serve  three 
but  here  the  course  of  affairs  was  reversed,  yean  more.  At  that  period  they  become 
The  constitution  of  the  company  began  in  aenior  nurehantSy  which  is  the  highest  stage 
commerce,  and  ended  in  empire.  Indeed,  of  advance  in  the  company's  service ;  a  rank, 
wherever  the  sovereign  powers  of  peace  and  by  which  they  had  pretensions,  before  the  year 
wmr  are  given,  there  wants  but  time  and  cir-  1774,  to  the  council,  to  the  suocessioo  of  the 
cumstance  to  make  lliese  powers  supersede  presidency,  and  to  whatever  other  honoun  the 
every  other.  The  affairs  of  commerce  will  fall,  company  has  to  bestow, 
at  last,  into  their  proper  rank  and  situation.  The  company  had,  in  its  early  times,  esia- 
However  primary  in  their  original  intention,  blished  factories  in  certain  places  ;  which  (ac* 
they  will  become  secondary.  The  possession,  tories,  by  degrees,  grew  to  the  name  of  presi- 
iherefore,  and  the  power  of  assertion,  of  these  dencies  and  council,  in  proportion  as  the  power 
great  authoritier,  coinciding  with  the  improved  and  influence  of  the  company  increased,  find 
state  of  Europe,  with  the  improved  state  of  as  the  political  began  first  to  struggle  >viih, 
arts  in  Europe,  with  the  improved  state  of  and  at  length  to  predominate  ovei,the  mcrcan- 
laws,  and,  what  is  much  more  material,  the  tile.  In  this  form  it  continued  till  the  year 
improved  state  ofmilitary  discipline,  more  and  1773 ;  when  the  legislature  broke  in,  for  pro- 
more  perfected  every  day  with  us ; — universal  per  reasons  urging  them  to  it,  upon  that  order 
improvement  in  Europe  coinciding  with  the  of  the  service,  and  appointed  to  the  superiour 
general  decay  of  Asia,  (for  the  proud  day  of  department  persons,  who  had  no  title  to  that 
Asia  is  passed  ;)  this  improvement  coinciding  place  under  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  service 
with  the  relaxation  and  dissolution  of  the  Mogul  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell,  whatever 
government,  with  the  decline  of  its  warlike  other  titles  they  might  have  had,  held  si>Iely 
spirit,  with  the  total  disuse  of  the  antient  under  the  act  of  parliament  nominating  them 
strictness  of  the  military  discipline  establish-  to  that  authority ;  but  iu  all  other  respects, 
ed  by  Tamerlane ; — ^the  India  company  came  to  except  where  the  act  and  other  subsequent  acts 
be  what  it  is — a  great  empire,  carrying  on,  have  not  broken  in  upon  it,  the  whole  courae 
subordinately,  a  great  commerce :  it  becamo  of  the  service  remains  upoti  the  antient  footing, 
that  thing,  which  was  supposed  by  the  Roman  that  is,  the  commercial  iWiiig,  as  to  the  gra- 
law  irreconcileablo  to  reason  and  propriety—  dation  and  order  of  ^crvir**.. 
twuUm  negoliatorem  et  dominum :  the  same  Your  lordships  ste  here  a  regular  seriee  ct 
power  becamo  the  general  trader,  the  same  gradation,  which  requires  eleven  yeara,  before 
power  became  the  supreme  lord.  any  persons  can  arrive  at  the  highest  tnMs 
In  this  exalted  situation  the  India  company,  and  situations.  You  will  therefore  be  astODtdl 
however,  still  preserves  traces  of  its  original  ^;  when  so  long  a  probationary  service  was 
mercantile  character.  The  whole  ezteriour  required,  that  effects,  very  different  from  iboae 
oadcr  of  its  political  service  is  carried  on  upon  to  be  expected  fit}m  long  probatioo,  have  ba|H 
a  mercantile  plan  and  mercantile  principles,  pened;  and  that  in  a  much  shorter  tiJM  thao 
In  fact,  the  East- India  Company  in  Asia  is  a  those  eleven  years  you  have  seen  penoos 
atate  in  the  disguise  of  a  merchant    Its  whole  returning  into  Oils  kincdom  with  afflaeDU  wit) 
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orerbaaring  fortunes.    It  will  be  a  great  part     people  came  as  the  ofiiet  of  a  nalior.    Tha 
of  your  inquiry,  when  we  come  before  your    company  in  India  does  not  exist  as  a  national 
.ordships  to  substantiate  evidence  against  Mr.     colony.    In  eflect  and  sobstance,  nobody  can 
Hastings,  to  discover  how  that  order  came  to     go  thither,  that  does  not  go  in  iU  service.    The 
be  so  completely  broken  down  and  erased,     English  in  India  are  nothing  but  a  seminary 
that  scarce  a  trace  of  it,  for  any  good  purpose,     for  the  succession  of  officers.    They  are  a 
remains.    Though  I  will  not  deny,  that  that     nation  of  placemen ; — they  are  a  common- 
order,  or  that  any  order  in  a  state,  may  be     wealth  without  a  people; — they  are  a  state 
superseded  by  the  ruling  power,  when  great     made  up  wholly  of  magistrates.     There  is 
talents,  upon  pressing  exigencies,  are  to  be     nothing  lo  be,  in  propriety,  called  people,  to 
called  forth ;  yet  I  must  say,  the  order  itself     watch,  to    inspect,   to  balance  against   the 
was  formed  upon  wise  principles.    It  furnish-     power  of  office.     The  power  of  office,  so  &r 
ed  the  persons,  who  were  put  in  that  course  of     as  the  English  nation  is  concerned,  b  the  sole 
probation,  with  an  opportunity   (if  circuro-     power  in  the  country.    The  consequence  of 
stances  enabled  them)  of  acquiring  experience     which  is,  that,  being  a  kingdom  of  magistrates. 
IB  bosbess  of  revenue,  trade,  and  policy.    It     ^^^  ^  commonly  calletl  the  rsprtf  du  eorp$  is 
gava  to  those,  who  watched  them,  a  constant     'trong  in  it.    This  spirit  of  the  body  predomi 
inspection  of  their  conduct  through  all  their    >*a<®>  equally  in  all  its  parts ;  by  which  the 
progress.    On  the  expectants  of  office  it  im-     members  must  consider  themselves  as  h&viag 
posed  the  necessity  of  acquiring  a  character     ^  common  interest,  and  that  common  interest 
In  proportion  to  their  standing ;  in  order  that     ^parated  both  from  that  of  the  country,  which 
til,  which  they  had  gained  by  the  good  be-     *®°t  \htm  out,  and  from  that  of  the  country  in 
haviour  of  years,  should  not  be  lost  by  the     ^^bich    they  act.     No   controul  upon  them 
ntsconduct  of  an  hour.    It  was  a  great  sub-     exists ;  none,  I  mean,  in  persons,  who  under- 
•tantial  regulation.    But  scarce  a  trace  of  the     >t<^  their  language,  who  understand  their 
true  spirit  of  it  remains  to  be  discovered  in     manners,  or  can  apply  their  conduct  to  the  laws. 
Mr.  Hastings's  government ;  for  Mr.  Hastings     Therefore,  in  a  body  so  constituted  confederacy 
established   offices,  nay,   whole   sjrstems  of     w  «My,  and  has  been  general.     Your  lord- 
offices,  and  especially  a  system  of  offices  in     ibips  sre  not  to  expect,  that  that  should  happen 
178],  which  being  altogether  new,  none  of  the     "»  tuch  a  body,  which  never  happened  in  any 
roles  of  gradation  applied  to  them ;  and  he  611-     f^X  or  corporation  ;  that  is,  that  they  should, 
ed  those  offices  in  such  a  manner,  as  suited     ">  ^y  instance,  be  a  proper  check  and  con- 
best,  not  the  constitution  nor  the  spirit  of  the     ^'^  VP^n  ibemselves.    It  is  not  in  the  nature 
service,  but  his  own    particular  riowi  and     ^  thing.    The  fundamental  principle  of  the 
purposes.    The  consequence   has  b«en,  that     ^^o'«  of  t|>«  East-India  Company's  system  is 
persons,  in  the  most  immature  stages  of  life,     monopoly  in  some  sense  or  other.    The  same 
have  been  appointed  to  conduct  aftirs,  which     Principle  predominates  in  the  service  abroad, 
required  the  greatest  maturity  of  judgment,     *°«*  ^o  service  at  home;  and  both  systems  are 
the  greatest  possible  temper  and  moderation,     united  into  one,  animated  with  the  same  spirit, 
Effects   naturally  consequent    have  followed     ^^  "i  ^it^  the  corporate  spirit.    The  whole, 
vpon  it. — I  shallnot  trouble  your  lordships  with     Ja^^en  together,  is  such,  as  has  not  been  seen 
any  fiirther  observations  on  this  system  of  gra-     *"  ^«  examples  of  the  Moors,  the  Portuguese, 
dation.  ^^  Spaniards,  the  Romans ;  in  no  dd,  in  no 

I  must,  however,  remark,  before  I  go  further,  fecent  examples.  The  Du  tch  may  resemble 
that  there  is  something  in  the  representation  *^  ^^^  l^ey  have  not  an  empire  properly  an 
of  the  East-India  Company,  in  their  oriental  denominated.  By  means  of  this  peculiar  cir^ 
territory,  different  from  that,  pcrhap*,  of  any  cumstance  it  has  not  been  difficult  for  Mr. 
other  nation,  that  has  ever  transported  any  Hastings  to  embody  abuse,  and  to  put  himself 
part  of  its  power  from  one  country  to  another.  **  ^e  ^ead  of  a  regular  system  of  corruption. 
The  East-India  Company,  in  India,  is  not  Another  oircnmstance  in  that  service  is  de- 
piopeHy  a  branch  of  the  British  nation ;  it  is  serving  of  notice.  Except  in  the  highest  parts 
only  a  deputation  of  individuals.  When  the  of  all,  the  emoluments  of  office  do  not  in  any 
Tartars  entered  into  China,  when  tlie  Arabs  degwe  correspond  with  the  trust,  nor  the  nature  . 
and  Tartars  successively  entered  into  Indostan,  ^  i*»e  office  with  its  name.  In  other  official 
when  the  Goths  and  Vandals  penetrated  into  •ytems  the  style,  in  general,  is  above  the  funo- 
Europe,  when  the  Normans  forced  their  way  lion ;  hero  it  is  the  reverse.  Under  the  naoM 
iitfo  England ;  indeed,  in  all  conquests,  migra-  of  junior  merchant,  senior  merchant,  writer, 
foUkmenti,  and  coknizalioQi,  the  new     vid  other  petty  appellations  of  the  coaiiting 
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house,  you  htve  magutrates  of  high  dignitj,  that  are  grantedi  the  hopes,  that  every  man  ham 

vou  have   adroinislrators    of  revenues  truly  of  establishing  himself  at  home;  I  repeat,  it  is 

royal  ;•* -you  have  judges  civil,  and  in  some  a  source  of  tn&nite  grievance— of  infinite  abute: 

respects  criminal,  who  |miss  judgment  upon  the  of  whidi  source  of  corrupt  power  we  chaife 

greatest  properties  of  a  gn^ai  country.    The  Mr.  Hastings  with  having  availed  himself,  n 

legal  public  emoluments,  that  belong  to  them,  filling  up  the  void  of  direct  pay  by  finding  out 

are  very  often  so  inadequate  to  the  real  dignity  and  countenancing  every  kind  of  oblique  and 

of  the  character,  that  it  is  impossible,  almost  unjust  emolument :  though  it  must  be  oqop 

absolutely  impossible,  for  the  subordinate  parts  fcssed,  that  he  is  fiur  fit)m  being  solely  guilty 

of  it,  which,  though  snljordinate,  are  stations  of  this  oficnce. 

of  power,  to  exist,  as  Englishmen,  who  look  Another  circumstance,  which  distingnidMe 
at  a  fortune  to  be  enjoyed  at  home  as  their  the  East-India  Company,  is  the  youth  of  tba 
ultimate  object,  and  to  exist  in  a  state  of  per-  persons,  who  are  employed  in  the  system  oC 
feet  incorruption  in  that  service.  that  service.  The  servants  have  almost  uiii> 
In  some  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  true,  that  the  versally  been  sent  out  to  begin  their  progrow 
greatest  situations  am  often  attended  with  and  career  in  active  occupation,  and  in  the 
but  little  emolument ;  yet  still  tliey  are  filled,  exercise  of  high  authority,  at  that  period  of  Ub^ 
Why?  Because  reputation,  glory,  fiime,  the  which,  in  all  other  places,  has  been  employed 
esteem,  the  love,  the  tears  of  joy,  which  flow  in  the  course  of  a  rigid  education.  To  put  the 
from  happy  sensibility,  the  honest  applauses  matter  in  a  few  words,  they  are  transferred 
of  a  grateful  coumry,  sometimes  pay  the  cares,  firom  slippery  youth  to  perilous  independoice, 
anxieties  and  toils,  %«hich  wait  on  great  situa-  fWxn  perilous  independence  to  inordinate  ex* 
tions  in  the  common weailth:  and  in  those,  they  pectati<Mis,  from  inordinate  expectations  to 
pay  in  money  what  cannot  bo  paid  in  fame  and  boundless  power.  School-boys  without  tutorsi 
reputation.  It  is  the  reverse  in  the  service  of  minors  without  guardians,  the  world  is  let  k>ose 
the  India  company.  Glory  is  not  the  lot  of subor-  upon  them  with  all  its  temptations;  and  they 
dinated  merit ;  and  all  the  subordihate  parts  of  are  let  loose  upon  the  world  with  all  the  powerSi 
the  gradation  are  officers,  who,  in  co<iiparison  that  despotism  involves, 
with  the  offices  and  duties  entrusted  with  It  is  furtlier  remarkable,  these  ser^'ants  ex- 
them,  are  miserably  provided  for ;  whereat  (he  ercise,  what  your  lordships  are  now  exercis- 
chief  of  each  great  presidency  has  emolumcnia  ing,  high  judicial  powers ;  and  they  exercise 
securing  him  against  every  mode  of  temptation,  them  without  the  smallest  study  of  any  law, 
But  if  this  has  not  secured  the  head,  we  may  ekher  general  or  municipal.  It  is  made  a  sort 
easily  judge  how  the  members  arc  to  be  of  nslc  in  the  service,  a  rule  confirmed  even 
coerced.  Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  head  of  the  by  the  attempts,  that  were  made  to  correct 
service,  with  high  legal  emoluments,  has  fouled  it,  (I  mean,  confirmed  by  Sir  Elijah  Impej, 
his  hands  and  sullied  his  government  with  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Hastu^, 
bribes.  He  has  substituted  oppreftion  and  he  undertook  to  be  legislator  for  India,)  that 
t^Tanny  in  the  place  of  legal  government,  the  iudicial  character,  the  last  in  the  oitder  of 
With  all  that  unbounded,  licentious  power,  legal  progress,  that,  to  which  all  prnfi'iynt' 
vihkh  he  has  assumed  over  the  public  rcve-  men  look  up  as  the  crown  of  their  Uiboun, 
nucf ,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  find  a  series  that  ultimate  hope  of  men  grown  grey  in  pro- 
of gradual,  progressive,  honourable,  and  ad-  fessional  practice,  is  among  the  first  ejqperi- 
equate  rewards  for  the  persons,  who  serve  the  mental  situations  of  a  company's  servant.  It 
public  in  the  subordinate  but  powerful  situations,  is  expressly  said  in  that  body  of  r^ulaUooe, 
he  has  lefl  them  to  prey  upon  the  people  to  which  I  allude,  that  the  oflSce  and  situation 
without  the  smallest  degree  of  controul.  In  of  a  judge  of  the  dewanny  courts  of  adawlet 
default  of  honest  emolument,  tliere  is  the  un-  is  to  be  filled  by  the  junior  servants  of  Um 
bounded  license  of  power  ;  and  fas  one  of  the  company;  and,  as  the  judicial  emolument  ii 
h(»ie6test  and  ablest  servants  of  i>io  company  not  substantially  equal  to  that  of  other  sitoft" 
said  to  me  in  conversation)  the  civil  service  tions,  the  office  of  a  judge  is  to  be  taken,  as  tt 
of  the  company  resembled  the  military  service  were  in  ^onstfu,  as  a  passage  to  other  oflfees 
of  the  Mahrattas,  liiUe  pay,  but  unbounded  not  of  a  judicial  nature.  As  soon,  therefore, 
License  to  plunder.  I  do  not  say,  that  dome  of  as  a  young  man  has  supplied  the  defects  of  his 
(he  salaries  given  in  India  would  not  sound  education  by  the  advantage  of  some  experienee 
well  here  :  but  when  you  consider  the  nature  he  is  immediately  translated  to  a  totally  difl^ 
tif  the  trusts,  the  dignity  of  the  situation,  what-  ent  office ;  and  another  young  man  is  suhsti* 
fver  the  name  of  them  may  be,  the  powers,  tuted  to  learn,  at  the  expMise  of  the  propeit) 
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if  India.,  to  fill  a  filuation,  which,  when  he  They  ought,  according  to  Ui«  rule,  to  renew 

vanyh:  qualified  to  all,  he  is  no  longer  to  hold,  these  covenants  at  these  tiroes  by  something, 

It   is  in  a  great  measure  the  same  with  (I  speak  without  offence,)  which  may  be  said 

regard  to  the  other  situations.     They  aro  the  t)  resemble  confirtration  in  the  church.    They 

situations  of  great  statesmen,  which,  accord-  are  obliged  to  renew  iJieir  obligation  in  pai^ 

ing  to  the  practice  of  the  world,  require,  to  fill  ticular  to  receive  no  gif\s,  gratuities,  or  pre- 

properiy ,  rather  a  large  converse  witii  men  and  sents  whatsoever. 

much  intercourse  in  life,  than  deep  study  of  This  scheme  of  covenants  would  have  been 

books ;  though  that,  too,  has  its  eminent  ser-  wise  and  proper,  if  it  had  belonged  to  a  judi* 

rice.     We  know,  that  in  the  habits  of  civilia-  cious  order  and  rational  consistent   schomc 

ed  life,  in  cultivated  society,  there  is  imbibed  of  discipline.    The   orders  of  the   company 

bj  men  a  good  deal  of  the  solid  practice  of  have  forbidden  their  servants  to  take  any  ex- 

ipjvemrocnt,  of  the  true  maxims  of  state,  and  traneous  emolumentR.    The  act  of  parliament 

every  thing,  that  enables  a  man  to  servo  his  has  fulminated  against  them.     Clear  positive 

country.     But  these  men  are  sent  over  to  ex-  laws,  and  clear  positive  private  engagementS| 

ercise  functions,  at  which  a  statesman  here  have  no  exception  of  circumstances  in  them, 

would  tremble,  without  any  theoretical  study,  no  difference  quoad  rnaju*  H  minuSf  but  every 

•nd  without  any  of  that  sort  of  experience,  one,  who  oflTcnds  against  the  law,  is  liable  to 

which,  in  mixed  societies  of  business  and  coo-  the  law.     The  consequence  is  this  ; — ^he,  who 

nne,  fcM-m  men  gradually  and  insensibly  to  has  deviated  but  an  inch  from   the  straight 

great  affairs.     Low   cunning,  intrigue   and  line,  he,  who  has  taken  but  one  penny  of  un- 

itratagem,  are  soon  acquired ;  but  manly,  du-  lawful  emolument — and  all  have  taken  many 

fable  policy,  which  never  sacrifices  the  gene*  pennies  of  unlawful  emolument— does  not  dare 

ral  interest  to  a  partial  or  momentary  ad  van-  to  complain  of  the  most  abandoned  extortion 

tage,  is  Dot  so  cheaply  formed  in  the  human  and  cruel  oppression  in  any  of  his  foUow-set^ 

Understanding.  vants.    Ho,  who  has  taken  a  trifle  perhaps  as 

Mr.   Hastings,  in  his  dcfcnc^  before  the  the  reward  of  a  good  action,  is  obliged  to  be 

House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  defence  he  silent,  when  he  sees  whole  nations  desolated 

has  made  before  your  lordships,  has  lamented  around  him.    The  great  criminal,  at  the  head 

bis  own  situation  in  this  particular.    It  was  of  the  service,  has  the  laws  in  his  hand;  he 

much  to  be  lamented  indeed.    How  far  it  will  is  always  able  to  prove  the  small  oficnce,  and 

fbmiah  justification,  extenuation,  or  palliation  crush    the   person,   who  has   committed   it. 

«(r  his  conduct,  when  we  come  to  examine  that  This  is  one  grand  source  of  Mr.  Hastingi*e 

conduct,  will  be  seen.  power.     Afler  he  had  got  the  better  of  the 

These  circumstances  in  the  system  have,  in  parliamentary  commission,  no  complaint  from 

«  great  degree,  vitiated  and  perverted  what  is  any  part  of  the  service  has  appeared  against 

in  reality,  and  many  things  are  in  reality,  ex-  Mr.  Hastings.    He  is  bold  enough  to  state  it 

coUent  in  it.    They  have  rendered  the  appli-  as  one  presumption  of  his  merit,  that  there  has 

cation  of  all    correctives   and   remedies  to  been  no  such  complaint.    No  such  complaint, 

abuw,  at  best,  precarious  in  their  operation,  indeed,  can  exist.    The  spirit  of  tlie  corpe 

The  laws,  that  we  have  made,  the  covenants,  would,  of  itself,  almost  forbid  it ;   to  which 

which  the  company  has  obliged  its  servants  to  spirit  an  informer  is  the  most  odious  and  do- 

enter   into,  tho   occasional  orders  that  have  testable  of  all  characters,  and  is  hunted  down, 

been  given,  at  least  ostensibly  good,  all  have  and  has  always  been  hunted  down,  as  a  com- 

pnyved  noxious  to  the  country,  instead  of  bene-  mon  enemy.    But  here    is  a  new  security. 

ddaL    To  illustrate  this  point,  I  beg  leave  to  Who  can  complain,  or  dares  to  accuse  ?  The 

ebeerve  to  your  lordships,  that  the  servants  of  whole  service  is  irregular:  nobody  is  free  from 

the  company  are  obliged  to  enter  into  that  ser-  small  olfences ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  great 

vice,  not  only  with  an  impression  of  the  gene-  offender  can  always  crush  the  small  one.    If 

111  diuty,  which  attaches  upon  all  servants,  but  you  examine  tho  correspondence  of  Mr.  Haa- 

are  obliged  to  engage,  in  a  specific  covenant  tings,  you  would  imagine,  from  many  expree- 

with  their  masters,  to  perform  all  the  dutia  sions  very  deliberately  used  by  him,  that  the 

described  in  that  covenant  (which  are  all  the  company  s  service  was  made  out  of  the  very 

doiiss  of  their  relation)  under  heavy  penalties,  filth  and  dregs  of  human  corruption;  but,  if 

They  are  bound  to  a  repetition  of  these  cove-  you  examine  his  conduct  towards  the  corrupC 

laMs  at  every  step   of  their  progress,  from  body  he  describes,  you  wouU  imagine  he  had 

writer  to  &ctor,  from  factor  to  junior  merchant,  lived  in  the  speculative  schemes  oif  wwotmij 

tad  from  junior  merchant  to  senior  merchmt.  periectioo 
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He  was  fourteen  years  at  the  head  of  that  his  auspices,  was  the  rital  principle 

Mirice  ;  and  there  is  not  an  instance,  no,  not  the  whole  senrice. 

one  single  instance,  in  which  he  endearoured         There  is  one  member  oi'the  serriee,  wicdi 

to  detect  corruption— or  tliat  he  ever,  in  any  J  have  omitted ;  but  whetlier  I  ou^t  to  aave 

one  single  instance,  attempted  to  punu4i  it ;  put  it  first,  or,  as  I  do  norr,  last,  I  nnist  cqih 

bat  the  whole  service,  with  that  \xh(i\c  mx-th  of  leas  I  am  at  some  loss ;  because,  though  it  ap- 

enormity,  which  he  attributes  to  it,  slept,  ok  it  pears  to  be  the  lowest  (if  any  regular)  part  of 

wore,  at  once  under  his  terrour  and  his  protec-  the  service,  it  is  by  far  the  most  considerable 

tion  ; — under  his  protection,  if  they  did  not  and  the  most  efficient ;  without  a  full  consi 

dare  to  move  against  him  ;  under  terrour,  from  deration  and  explanation  of  which  hardly  an« 

bit  power  to  pluck  out  individuals,  and  mako  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastbgs,  and  of 

a  public  example  of  ihcm.  whenever  he  thought  many  others,  that  may  be  in  his  situation,  can 

6t.    AtMl    fip-rrtcrc  that   service,   under  Tiii  bo  fully  understood. 

^i<larcc  and   influence,  was,  beyond    even         I  have  given  your  lordships  an  account  c' 

what  its  own  nature  disposed  it  to,  a  service  writers,  factors,  merchants,  who  exercise  the 

of  confederacy,  a  service  of  connivance,  a  ser-  office  of  judges,  lord  chancellors,  chancellors 

vice  composed  of  various  systems  of  guilt,  of  of  the  exdieijucr,  ministers  of  state,  and  nw 

which  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  head  and  the  pro-  nagers  of  great  revenues.  But  there  is  anothei 

lector.    But  this  general  connivance  he  did  not  description  of  men,  of  more  importance  than 

think  sufficient  to  secure  to  him  the  general  sup-  them  all,  a  description  you  have  often  heard  of 

port  of  the  Indian  interest.    He  went  further,  but  which  has  not  been  sufficiently  ezplaued 

We  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  that,  when  I  mean,  the  banyan.     When  the  company*!, 

the  company  were  driven  by  shame,  not  by  in-  senrice  was  no  more  than  mercantile,  and  the 

dination,  to  order  several  prosecutions  against  servants   were    generally  unacquainted  with 

delinquents  in  their  service,  Mr.  Hastings,  di-  the  country,  they  used  the  intervention  of  cer- 

rectly  contrary  to  the  duly  of  his  office,— directly  tain  (actors  among  the  natives,  which  were 

contrary  to  the  express  and  positive  law  of  the  called  banyyts ;  we  called  them  so,  because 

court  of  directors,  which  law  parliament  had  they  were  of  the  tribe,  or  cast  of  the  banyans 

bound  upon  him  as  his  rule  of  action, — not  sa-  or   merchants,    the  Indians  being    genmily 

tisfied  with  his  long  tacit  connivance,  ventured,  distributed    into  trades  according    to    their 

before  he  left  his  government  and  among  his  last  tribes.     The  name  still  continues,  when  the 

tots,  to  pass  a  general  act  of  pardon  and  in-  functions  of  the  banyans  are  totally  altered. 

rf«nnity,  and  at  onco  ordered  the  whole  body  The  banyan  is  known  by  other  appellatiaDs. 

•f  the  prosecutions,  directed  by  his  masters,  He  is  called  dcwan  or  steward ;  and,  indeed, 

the  com[iany,  to  be  discharged.  this  is  a  term  with  more  propriety  applied  to 

Having  had  fourteen  years  lease  of  conni-  him  in  several  of  his  functions. '  He  i/,  by 

vance  to  bestow,  and  giving,  at  the   end,  a  hi^  name  of  office,  the  steward  of  the  bousdiold 

general   release  of  all  suits  and  actions,  he  of  the  European  gentleman :  he  has  the  mn- 

now  puts  himself  at  the  head  of  a  vast  body  nagementof  his  affiiirs,  and  the  ordering  of  his 

enriched  by  his   bounties,  connivances  and  servants.    He  is  himself  a  domestic  terrant, 

indemnities,  and  expects  the  support  of  those,  and  generally  chosen  out  of  that  class  of  na- 

whom  he  had  thus  fully  rewarded,  and  dis-  tives,  who,  by  being  habituated  to  misery  and 

diarged  from  the  pursuit  uf  the  laws.    You  subjection,  can  submit  to  any  orders,  and  are 

will  find,  in  the  courso  of  this  business,  that  fit  for  any  of  the  basest  services.    Trained 

when  charges  have  been  brought  against  him  under  oppression  (it  is  the  true  education)  they 

of  any  bribery,  corru|»iion,  or  other  malversa-  arc  fit  to  oppress  others.    They  serve  an  ap- 

tion,  his  course  has  boon  to  answer  little  or  prenticeship  of  servitude,  to  qualify  them  lor 

nothing  to  that  specific  brilwry,  corruption,  or  the  trade  of  tyranny.     They  know  all  the  de- 

■ilversation ;  his  way  has  been  to  call  on  the  rices,  all  the  little  frauds,  all  the  artifices  and 

court  of  directors  to  inquire  of  every  servant,  contrivances,  the  whole  pano|)ly  of  the  defeo- 

wfao  comes  to  Europe,  and  to  say,  whether,  sive  armour,  by  which  ingenious  slavery  so* 

th^  was  any  one  man  in  it,  tliat  will  give  him  cures  itself  against  the  violence  of  power, 

an  ill  word.    Ho  has  put  himself  into  a  situa-  They  know  all  the  lurking  holes,  all  the  wind- 

tion,  in  which  he  may  always  safely  call  to  his  ing  recesses,  of  the  unfortunate  ;  and  they  huat 

character,  and  will  always  find  himself  utterly  out  distress  and  misery,  even  to  their  last  i«* 

incapable  of  justifying  his  conduct.    So  far  I  treats.    They  have  suffi^red  themselves ;  but, 

have  troubled  your  loidshipi  with  the  system  far  from  being  taught  by  those  sufferings  to  ab 

«f  coafederacj  and  connivance,  which,  under  stain  from  rigour,  they  have  only  learned  (bt 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  S97 

■wChodflofafflicting  their  fellow  slaves.    They  miserable  instruments  of  the  tyranny,  which 

have  the  best  intelligence  of  what  is  done  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  natives  of  India  exorcise 

England.    The  moment  a  company's  servant  to  the  disgrace  of  the  British  autluvity,  and 

arrives  in  India,  and  his  English  connections  to  the  ruin  of  all,  that  is  respectable  among 

are  known  to  be  powerful,  some  of  that  clasa  their  own  countrymen.    They  have  subverted 

of  people  inunediately  take  possession  of  him,  the  first  houses,  totally  ruined  and  undone  tli'* 

as  if  he  were  their  inheritance.    They  have  country,  cheated  and  defrauded  the  revenue  : 

knowledge  of  the  country,  and  its  affairs  ;  they  the  master  a  silent,  sometimes  a  mclancholy 

bavo  money;  they  have  the  arts  of  making  ^ectator,  until  some  office  of  high  emolumciii 

mooey.      The  gentleman,  who  comes  from  has  emancipated  him.    This  has  often  been 

England,  has  none  of  these ;  he  enters  into  the  true  reason,  tliat  the  company^s  servants 

that  worM,  as  he  enters    into  the  world   at  in  India,  in  order  to  free  themselves  from  liii* 

large,  naked.    His  portion   is  great  simpli-  horrid  and  atrocious  servitude,  are  obliged  tc 

city,  great  indigence,  and  a  strong  disposi-  become  instruments  of  another  tyranny,  and 

lion  to  relieve  himself.      The  banyan,  once  must  prostitute  themselves  to  men  in  power, 

io  possession,  employs  his  tyranny,  not  only  in  order  to  obtain  some  office,  tliat  may  enable 

over   the  native  people   of  his  country,  but  them  to  escape  Uie  servitudes  below,  and  en- 

often  over  tlie  master  himself,  who  has  little  able    them  to  pay  their  debts.     And  thus 

other  share  in  the  proceedings  of  his  servant,  many  have  become  the  instruments  of  Mr. 

tHit  ilk  giving  him  the  ticket  of  his  name  to  Hastings. 

mark,  that  he  is  connected  with,  and  support-  These  banyans  or  dewans  were  originally 

•d  by,  an  European,  who  is  himself  well  con-  among  the  lower  casts  in  the  country.     But 

oected   and  supported  at  home.     This  is  a  now  it  is  true,  that,  aflcr  seeing  the  power 

commission,  which  nothing  can  resist.    From  and  profits  of  these  men  ;  that  there  is  neither 

that  moment  forward,  it  is  not  the  Englishman,  power,  profession,  nor  occupation  to  be  had, 

it  is  the  black  banyan,  that  is  the  master.    The  which  a  reputable  person  can  exercise,  but 

aooiinal  roaster  often  lives  from  his  hand.  We  through  that  channel ;  men  of  higher  casts, 

inow  how  young  men  are  sent  out  of  this  coun-  and  born  to  better  things,  have  thrown  tliem- 

try:  we  know  how  happy  we  are  to  hear  soon,  selves  into  that  disgraceful  servitude,  have 

that  they  are  no  longer  a  burthen  to  their  friends  become  menial  servants  to  Englishmen,  that 

and  parents.    The  banyan  knows  it  too.    He  they  might  rise  by  their  degradation.     But 

supplies  the  young  ser^'anl  with  money.  Ho  has  whoever  they  are,  or  of  wliatevcr  birth,  they 

!iim  under  his  power ;  first,  from  the  necessity  have  equally  prostituted  their  integrity  ;  they 

of  employing  such  a  man;   and   ncit,  (and  have  equally  lost  tlieir  character;  and,  onco 

this  is  the  more  important  of  the  two,)  he  has  entered  into  that  counte  of  life,  thero  is  no 

that  dreadful  power  over  his  master,  which  difference  between  the  best  casts  and  tha 

every  creditor  has  over  his  debtor.     Actions,  worst.     That  system  Mr.  Hastings  coofirm- 

the  roost  abhorrent  to  his  nature,  he  must  see  ed,  established,  increased,  and  made  the  in- 

dooe  before  his  face;  and  thousands  and  thou-  ttrument  of  the  most  austere  tyranny,  of  the 

sands  worse  are  done  in  his  absence,  and  he  basest  peculations,  and  the  most  scandalous 

dare  not  complain.    The  banyan  extorts,  robs,  and  iniquitous  extortions, 

plunders,  and  then  gives  him  just  what  pro-  In  the  description  I  have  given  of  banyans  a 

portion  of  the  spoil  he  pleases.    If  the  master  distinction  is  to  be  made.     Your  lordships 

sbould  murmur,  the  very  power,  that  was  sent  must  distinguish  the  banyans  of  the  British 

over  to  protect  the  people  of  India  from  these  servants  in  subordinate  situations,  and  the 

rery  abuses  (the  best  things  being  perverted,  banyans,  who  are  such  to  persons  in  higher 

when  applied  to  unknown  objects  and  put  into  authority.    In  the  latter  case  the  banyan  is  io 

onsuitable  situations) — the  very  laws  of  Eng-  strict  subordination,  because  he  may  always 

Saod,  by  making  the  recovery  of  debts  more  be  ruined  by  his  superiour ;  whereas  in  the 

easy,  infuiitely  increase  the  power  of  the  ban-  former,  it  is  always  in  his  power  to  ruin  his 

yan  over  his  master.    Thus  the  supreme  court  nominal  superiour.    It  was  not  through  fear, 

of  justice,  the  destined  corrector  of  all  abuses,  but  voluntarily,  and  not  for  the  banyan's  pur- 

beoooaes  a  collateral  security  for  tliat  abomina-  poses,  but  his  own,  Mr.  Hastings  has  brought 

ble  tyranny  exercised  by  the  monied  banyans  forward  his  banyan.     He  seated  him  in  the 

3ver  Europeans  as  well  as  the  natives.    So  houses  of  the  principal  nobility,  and  invested 

Ibat,  whi^  we  are  hero  boasting  of  the  British  him  with  farms  of  the  revenue  ;  he  has  given 

power  in  the  east,  we  are   in  perhaps  more  him  enormous  jobs ;  he  has  put  him  over  tho 

than  half  our  service  nothing  but  the  ioferiour  heads  of  a  nobility,  which,  for  their  grandeur* 
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•otiquity  ind  dignity,  might  almost  be  match-  ened  principle  of  tcM^intrrest  will  proridc  € 
ad  with  your  lordships.  i\e  has  made  him  better  system  for  thtt  guard  of  that  imertait, 
wpremeecclcsiaslicaljad^e,  judge  eren  of  the  than  the  cold,  drowsy  wisdom  of  those,  who 
▼ery  casts,  in  the  preservation  of  the  separate  provide  for  a  good  out  of  theraselTCS,  ever  coo- 
rules  and  separate  privileges  of  which  that  trived  for  the  public.  The  (Jans  sketched  by 
people  exists.  He,  who  has  dominion  over  the  private  prudence  ibr  private  interest,  the  r^u- 
east,  has  an  absolute  power  over  something  laiions  by  mercantile  men  for  their  mercantile 
more  than  life  and  fortune.  purposes,  when  they  can  be  applied  to  the 

Such  is  Uiat  first  or  last  (I  know  not  which  discipline  and  order  of  the  state,  produce  a 
to  call  it)  order  in  the  company's  service  cal-  discipline  and  order,  which  no  state  shouki  be 
led  a  banyan.  The  mulseddies,  clerks,  ao-  ashamed  to  copy.  The  company's  mercantile 
countants,  of  Calcutta,  generally  fall  under  regulations  are  admirably  fitted  for  the  go- 
thia  description.  Your  lordships  will  see  vemment  of  a  remote,  large,  disjointed  eoH 
hereafter  the  necessity  of  giving  you,  in  the  pire.  As  merchants,  having  factors  abroad  in 
opening  of  the  case,  an  idea  of  the  situation  distant  parts  of  the  world,  they  have  obliged 
of  a  banyan.  You  will  see,  as  no  English-  them  to  a  minuteness  and  strictness  of  r^ 
man,  properly  speaking,  acts  by  himself,  that  gister,  and  to  a  regularity  of  correspondence, 
he  must  be  made  responfible  for  that  person  which  no  state  has  ever  used  in  the  same  de- 
called  his  banyan  ;  for  the  power  he  either  gree  with  regard  to  its  public  ministers.  The 
uses  under  him,  or  the  power  he  has  acquired  company  has  made  it  a  fundamental  part  of 
over  him.  The  banyan  escapes,  in  the  night  theirconstitution,  that  almost  their  whdegovem- 
of  his  complexion  and  situation,  the  inquiry,  ment  shall  be  a  written  government.  Your  lord- 
that  a  white  man  cannot  stand  before  in  this  i^ips  will  observe,  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
country.  Through  the  banyans,  or  other  black  ing,  the  propriety  of  opening  fully  to  yon  this 
natives,  a  bad  servant  of  the  company  receives  circumstance  in  the  government  of  India ;  that 
his  bribes.  Through  them  ho  decides  falsely  is,  that  the  company's  government  is  a  govem- 
against  Uie  titles  of  litigants  in  the  court  of  mentof  writing;  a  government  of  record.  The 
ca8t3,  cr  in  the  offices  of  public  registry,  strictest  court  of  justice,  in  its  proceeding,  is 
Through  them  Mr.  Hastings  has  exercised  not  more,  perhaps  not  so  much  a  court  of 
oppressions,  which,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  record  as  the  India  company's  executive  ser- 
his  own  name,  in  his  own  character,  daring  vice  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  all  its  proceedings. 
as  he  is  (and  ho  is  the  most  daring  criminal.  In  the  first  place,  they  oblige  their  servants 
that  ever  existed)  he  never  would  dare  to  prac-  to  keep  a  journal  or  diary  of  all  their  tran»- 
tice.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  iniquities  of  actions,  public  and  private :  they  are  bound 
his  interiour  bad  administration  have  been  per-  to  do  this  by  an  express  covenant.  They  ob- 
petrated  through  these  banyans,  or  other  native  lige  them,  as  a  corrective  upon  that  diary,  to 
agents  and  confidants ;  and  we  shall  show  you,  keep  a  letter-book,  in  which  all  their  letters 
that  he  \h  not  satisfied  with  one  of  them ;  con-  are  to  be  regularly  entered.  And  they  are 
fiding  few  of  his  secrets  to  Europeans,  and  bound,  by  the  same  covenant,  to  produce  all 
hardly  any  of  his  instruments,  either  native  those  books  upon  requisition,  although  thej 
or  European,  knowing  the  secrets  of  each  should  be  mixed  with  affairs  concerning  their 
other.  This  is  the  system  of  banyanism,  and  own  private  negotiations  and  transactions  of 
of  concealment,  which  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  commerce,  or  their  closest  and  most  retired 
of  eradicating  out  of  the  service,  has  propa-  concerns  in  private  life.  But,  as  the  great 
gated  by  example  and  by  support,  and  enlarg-  corrective  of  all,  they  have  contrived,  that 
ed  by  converting  cv^n  Europeans  into  that  every  proceeding  in  public  coimcil  shall  be 
dark  and  insidious  character.  written  : — no  debates  merely  verbal.    The  ar- 

I  have  explained,  or  endeavoured  to  explain,  guments,  first  or  last,  are  to  be  in  writing,  and 

tr  four  lordships  these  circumstances  of  the  recorded.  All  other  bodies,  the  Houses  of  Lorday 

true  spirit,  genius,  and  character,  more  than  Commons,  Privy  Council,  Cabinet  Councils  Ibr 

the  ostensible  institutions,  of  the  company's  secret  state  deliberations,  enter  only  resolvee, 

service.    I  now  shall  beg  leave  to  bring  before  decisions,  and  final  resolutions  of  affairs ;  the 

you  one  institution,  taken  from  the  mercantile  ar^ment,  the  discussion,  the  disKrnt,  doea 

constitution  of  the  company,  so  excellent,  that  very  rarely,  if  at  all,  appear.     Hut  ilic  com* 

1  will  venture  to  say,  that  human  wisdom  has  pany  has  proceeded  much  further,  and  dona 

never  exceeded  it.     In  this  excellent  institu-  much  more  wisely,  because  they  proceeded 

tion  the  counting-house  gave  lessons  to  Oie  upon  mercantile   principles  ;   and  they  have 

state.    The   active,  awakened,  and  enlight-  pro/ided,  either  by  orders  or  course  of  officii 
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dm  tO  ihall  be  v/r'ittrn,  the  proposition,  the  malversation.    Tho  mim  of  frainl  falls  into 

■rgament.  the  diiirotA.    This  is  not  confined  contradiction,  prevarication,  <*'>i)d):>ton.    This 

to  their  p'cat  conncil ;  but  this  order  ought  to  hastens,  this  fkcilitatej  o^jrviciion.    Besides 

be  observ:*ii,  as  I  conceive,  and  I  see  consi-  time  is  not  allowud  for  C'Mnipiing  the  records 

dermblo  t<^ocs  of  it  in  practice,  in  every  pro-  They  are  flown  out  of  their  liands ;  they  are 

TiDcial  council,  whilst  the  provincial  councils  in  Europe;  tht-y  are  safe  in  the  registers  of 

•uited,  and  even  down  to  the  minutest  rami-  the  company  ;  perhaps  they  are  under  the  eye 

ficatioa  of  their  service.     These  books,  in  a  of  parVmmci|t,  before  the  writers  of  them  have 

nro|preasioii  from  the  lowest  councils  to  the  time  to  invent  an  excuse  for  a  direct  contrary 

inghest  presidency,  are  ordered  to  be  trans-  conduct  to  that,  to  which  their  former  pretend- 

■Jttedjduplicatcandtriplicate,  by  every  sliip,  ed  principles  applied.     This   is   a  great,  a 

lint  sails  to  Europe.    On  this  system  an  able  material  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  com- 

•errant  of  the  company,  and  high  in  their  ser-  pany.    My  lords,  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  much 

viee,  has  recorded  his  opinion,  and  strongly  apologized  for,  if  T  repeat,  that  this  is  the 

oprcsses  his  sentiments.    Writing  to  the  court  fundamental  regulation  of  that  service;  and 

of  directors,  he  says,  "  It  ought  to  be  remcm-  which,  if  preserved  in  the  first  instance,  as  it 

bered,  that  tho  basis,  upon  which  you  rose  to  ought  to  be,  in  official  practice  in  India,  and 

power,  and  have  been  able  to  stand  the  shock  then  used  as  it  ought  to  bo  in  England,  would 

of  repeated  convulsions,  has  been  tho  accuracy  aflord  such  a  mode  of  governing  a  great,  fo 

•ad  simplicity  of  mercantile  method,  which  reign,dispcrsedempire,a3l  will  venture  to  say, 

■akea  every  transaction  in  your  service,  and  few  countries  ever  possessed  even  in  govom- 

cvery  expenditure,  a  matter  of  record."  ing  the  most  limited  and  narrow  jurisdiction. 

My  lords,  this  method  not  only  must  produce  It  was  the  great  business  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

Mtbom,  if  strictly  ob3cr\'ed,  a  more  accurate  policy  to  subvert  this  great  political  edince. 

of  the  nature  of  their  affairs,  and  the  na-  His  first  mode  of  subverting  it  was  by  com- 

of  their  expenditures,  but  it  must  afford  manding   the  public  ministers,  paid   by  the 

DO  trivial  opportunity  and  means  of  know-  company,  to  deliver  their  correspondence  upon 

ll|  the  true  characters  of  their  servants,  their  tlie  most  critical  and  momentous  affairs  to  him, 

ctpocities,  their  ways  of  thinking,  the  turn  and  in  order  to  be  suppressed  and  destroyed  at 

bits  of  their  minds.     If  well  employed,  and  his  pleasure.    To  support  him  in  this  plan  of 

bat  a  liule  improved,  the  East-India  Company  iqpoliation,  he  has  made  a  mischievous  dis- 

poHessed  an  advantage  unknown  before  to  the  tinction  in  public  business  between  ptihlic  and 

chief  of  a  remote  government.    In  the  most  private  correspondence.      The  company's  or- 

rsmote  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  the  minutest  ders  and  covenants  made  none.     There  are, 

pirts  of  a  remote  service,  every  thing  came  readily  I   admit,  thousands   of  occasions,  in 

bilbre  the  principal  with  a  domestic  accuracy  which  it  is  not  proper  to  divulge  promiscuously 

and  local  iamiliarity.     It  was  in  the  power  of  a  private  correspondence,  though  on  public 

I  director,  sitting  in  London,  to  form  an  accu-  aflTairs,  to  the  world  ;  but  there  is  no  occcasion, 

nto  judgment  of  every   incident,  that  hap-  in  which  it  is  not  a  necessary  duty,  on  requi- 

peoed  upon  the  Ganges  and  the  Gogra.  sition,  to  communicate  your  correspondence. 

The  use  of  this  recorded   system  did  not  to  those,  who  form  the  paramount  government, 

eoosiat  ooly  in  the  facility  of  discovering  what  on  whose  interests,  and  on  whoso  concerns 

tlio  nature  of  their  affairs,  and  the  character  and  under  whose  authority,  this    correspon- 

ind  capacity  of  their  servants,  was ;  but  it  dence  has  been  carried  on.    The  very  same 

(imished  the  means  of  detecting  their  miscon-  reasons,  which  reqiiire  secrecy  with  regard  to 

Joel;  frequently  of  proving  it  too,  and  of  pro-  others,  demand  the  freest  communication  to 

docing  the  evidence  to  it  judicially  under  their  them.    But  Mr.  Hastings  has  established  prin- 

own  hands.      For  your  lordships  must  have  ciples  of  confidence  and  secrecy  towards  hiro- 

oteerved,  that  it  is  rare  indeed,  that,  in  a  self,  which  have  cut  off  all  confidence  between 

eontisucd  course  of  evil  practices,  any  uniform  the  directors  and  their  ministers,  and  eflfectu- 

nrthod  of  proceeding  will  serve  the  purposes  ally  kept  them  at  least  out  of  the  secret  of 

of  the  delinquent.     Innocence  is  plain,  direct  their  own  affairs. 

tad  simple:  gtiili  is  a  crooked,  intricate,  in«  Without  entering  Into  all  the  practices,  br 

cunstjuu  and  various  thing.      The  iniquitous  which  he  has  attempted  to  maim  the  company  s 

job  of  lo-day  may  be  covered  by  specious  records,  I  shall  state  one  more  to  your  lord- 

raasons .  bat  when  ilie  job  of  iniquity  of  to-  ships ;  that  is,  his  avowed  appointment  of  spiet 

■orrow  flocceeds,  the  reasons,  that  have  colour^  and  under-agents,  who  shall  carry  on  the  real 

di  Ihe  first  criioe,  may  expose  the  second  state  business,  while  there  are  public  and  o»> 
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toMiblo  agents,  who  are  not  in  tbo  secret,  exist  together.    He  knows,  that  whftt 

The  cokrespomlcDce  of  those  private  agents  of  the  written  constitution,  which  he  has  not 

he  holds  in  his  own  hands,  communicates  as  destroyed,  is  enough   to  destroy  him.      He 

he  thinks  proper,  but  most  commonly  withholds,  claims  a  privilege  of  systematic  incoostancy  ; 

There  remains  nothing  for  the  directors  but  the  a  privilege  of  prevarication ;  a  privilege  oC 

shell  and  husk  of  a  dry,  formal,  official  corre-  contradiction  ;  a  privilege  of  not  only  p-hnLng^ng 

spoodence,  which  neither  means  any  thing,  nor  his  conduct,  but  the  principles  of  his  amduct, 

was  intended  to  mean  any  thing.    .  whenever  it  suits  his  occasions.    But  I  h<^ 

These  are  some  of  the  methods,  by  which  your  lordships  will  show  the  destroyers  of  that 

he  has  defeated  the  purposes  of  the  excellent  wise  constitution,  and  the  destroyers  of  tboee 

institution  of  a  recorded  administration.    But  records,  which  are  to  be  the  securities  againd 

there  are  cases  to  be  brought  before  this  court,  malversation   in  office,   the  discoverers  mad 

in  which  he  has  laid  the  axe  at  once  to  the  root ;  avengers  of  il,  that  whoever  destroys  the  die* 

which  was,  by  delegating  out  of  his  own  hands  covercr  establishes  the  iniquity;  that,  there- 

a  great  department  of  the  powers  of  the  com-  fore,  your  lordships  will  bind  him  to  his  own 

pany,  which  he  was  himself  bound  to  execute,  declarations,  given  on  record  under  his  own 

to  a  board,  which  was  not  bound  to  record  their  hand ;  that  you  will  say  to  this  unfaithful  aer- 

deliberations  with  the  same  strictness  as  he  vant    of  the    company    what    was  said   to 

himself  was  bound.    He  appointed  of  his  own  another    unfaithful    person,   upon  a  iar  Isai 

usurped  authority  a  board  for  the  adminis'tra-  occasion,  by  a  far  greater  authority,  ''out  of 

tionof  the  revenue,  the  members  of  which  were  thy  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked 

expressly  dispensed  from  recording  their  dis-  servant." 

sents,  until  they  chose  it ;  and  in  that  office,  as  Having  gone  through  what   I  have  been 

in  a  great  gulf,  a  most  important  part  of  the  instructed  might  be  necessary  to  state  to  your 

company's  transactions  has  been  buried.  lordships  concerning  the  company's  ooostitu* 

Notwithstanding  his  unwearied  pains  in  the  tion,  I  mean  the  real  inside,  and  not  the  sheD, 

work  of  spoliation,  some  precious  fragments  of  its  constitution ;  having  stated  the  abi»e«, 

are  lefl,  which  we  ought  infinitely  to  value ;  tliat  existed  in  it ;  having  stated  bow  Mr. 

by  whidi  we  may  learn,  and  lament,  the  loss  Hastings  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  and  to 

of  what  he  has  destroyed.    If  it  were  not  for  increase  and  to  profit  of  the  abuse,  and  bow  he 

those  inestimable  fragments  and  wrecks  of  the  has  systematically  endeavoured  to  destroy,  and 

recorded  government,  which  have  been  saved  has  in  some  instances  in  fact  destroyed,  many 

from  the  destruction,  which  Mr.  Hastings  in-  things  truly  excellent  in  that  constitution ;  if 

tended  for  tiiem  all,  the  most  shameful  enormi-  I  have  not  wasted  your  time  in  explanation  of 

ties,  that  have  ever  disgraced  a  government,  matters,  that  you  are  aU-eady  well  acquainted 

or  harassed  a  people,  would  only  be  known  in  with,  I  shall  next  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  the 

this  country  by  secret  whispers,  and  unauthen-  abuse  in  some  particulars  of  the  other  part  oC 

ticated  anecdotes:  the  disgracers  of  govern-  tlie  public  authority,  which  the  company  ac- 

mcnt,  the  vexers  and  afflicters  of  mankind,  quired  over  the  natives  of  India  in  virtue  of  the 

instead  of  being  brought   before    an  awful  royal  charter  of  the  present  Mogul  emperour, 

public  trfounal,  might  have  been  honoured  with  in  the  year  1766. 

the   highest  distinctions    and  rewards  their  My  lords,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of 

country  has  to  bestow ;  and  sordid  bribery,  the  abuse   Mr.  Hastings  has  made  of  the 

base  peculation,  iron-handed  extortion,  fierce,  powers  vested  in  him,  it  will  be  expedient  to 

unrelenting  tyranny,  might  themselves  have  consider  a  little,  who  the  people  are,  to  whoee 

been  invested  with  those  sacred  robes  of  jus-  prejudice  he  has  abused  these  powers.    I  shall 

tice,  before  which  \h'.^  day  they  have  cause  to  explain  this  point  with  as  much  brevity  aa  it 

tremble.  consistent  with  the  distinctness,  with  which 

Mr.  Hastings,  sensible  of  what  he  suffers  I  mean  to  bring  the  whole  before  your  lord- 

from  this  register  of  acts  and  opinions,  has  ships ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  to  you,  that  this 

endeavoured  to  discredit  and  ruin  what  re-  previous  discourse,  rather  explanatory  than 

mains  of  it.    He  refuses,  in  his  defence  to  the  accusatorial  (if  I  may  use  the  expiession)  is 

House  of  Commons,  in  letters  to  the  court  of  meant  rather  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the 

directors,  in  various  writings  and  declarations,  matter  to  come  before  you  in  regular  chargea, 

he  refuses  to  be  tried  by  his  own  recorded  than  as  proof  of  the  charges  themselves, 

declarations ;  he  refuses  to  be  bound  by  his  I  know,  that  a  good  deaJ  of  latitude  is  allow* 

own  opinirns,  delivered  under  his  own  hand,  ed  to  advocates,  when  opening  a  cause  in  a 

He  knows,  that  he  and  the   record  cannot  private  court,  to  indulge  themselves  in  their 
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nvrtiivcs  leading  to  the  charges  they  intend 
'«  briiif .  They  are  not  always  called  to  th« 
■trietest  account  for  such  probatory  matter,  be- 
cauM  the  court,  when  it  co*r.cs  to  judge,  siAa 
and  distinguishes  it  from  the  points  to  be  strictly 
fvofed,  and  on  whose  merits  the  cause  relies. 
But  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that, 
with  the  high  opinion  I  have  of  3'our  gravity, 
(and  it  is  impossible  for  a  noan  to  conceive  a 
lH|her,)  and  sensible  of  the  weight  of  those  I 
represent  at  this  place,  namely,  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  I  should  be  sorry,  lliat  any 
one  substantial  fact,  even  in  this  explanatory 
opening,  or  even  the  colour  of  the  fact,  should 
be  alleged,  which,  when  called  upon,  I  should 
not  be  re«dy  to  make  good  to  you  by  proof:  I 
BMan,  by  proof  adapted  to  its  nature  ;  puUic 
opinion  by  evidence  of  public  opinion;  by 
record  that,  to  which  record  is  ap|>iicable  ;  by 
oral  testioKNiy  things,  to  which  oral  testimony 
alone  can  be  produced ;  and  last  of  all,  that, 
which  is  matter  of  historic  proof,  by  historic 
evidence.  This  I  hope  to  do  with  the  usual 
aflowance  to  errours  and  mistakes,  which  is 
the  claim  of  human  infirmity. 

Then,  my  lords,  two  distinct  people  inhabit 
India.     Two  sorts  of  people  inhabit  the  same 
coontry,  as  totally  dbtinct  from  each  other  in 
characters,  lives,   opinions,   prejudices,   and 
■nnners,  aa  the  inhabitants  of  countries  moat 
remote  from  each  other.    For  both  of  these 
<kscnptions  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  pr(^ 
vide  equally,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the 
charter,  which  the  company  received  from  the 
kwfiil  governing  power  of  that  country  ; — a 
charter  received  at  its  own  solicitation ; — a 
charter,  not  forced  upon  us  by  a  super  iour 
power,  but  given  at  the  immediate  solicitation 
of  the  principal  servants  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany;—n  charter  solemnly  accepted  by  the 
oompnay ;  and  by  them,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say, 
UtUe  regarded ;  or,  at  least,  little  regarded  by 
tlietr  principal  servants. 

My  lords,  tlie  first  description  of  people,  who 
%re  subjected  virtually  to  the  British  empire 
iKrough  those  mediums,  which  I  have  describ- 
ed to  you,  are  the  original  inhabitants  of  Hin- 
e&ostan,  who  have  in  all  time,  and  beyond  all 
.%lie  eras,  which  we  use,  (I  mean  always  the 
%wo  grand  eras  excepted,)  been  the  aboriginal 
inhnbitants  and  proprietors  of  that  country; 
with  manners,  religion,  customs,  and  usages 
%ppropriated  to  themselves,  and  little  resem- 
blinf  those  of  the  rest  of  mankind.    This  de- 
■cripcion  of  men  is  commonly  called  GentOa. 
*rhe  system  and  princi|>le  of  that  government 
locality.    Their  laws,  their  manners,  their 
are  all  local. 


Their  legislator,  wnoever  ne  was,  (fer  who 
ho  was  is  a  matter  lost  in  the  mists  of  a  most 
obscuru  antiquity,)  had  it  as  a  great  leading 
principle  of  his  policy    o  connect  the  people 
wall  tlicir  soil.    Accordingly,  by  one  of  those 
anomalies,  which  a  larger  acquaintance  with 
our  species  daily  discovers,  and  which  perhaps 
an  attentive  reflection  might  explain  in  the 
naLure  of  man,  this  aboriginal  people  of  India, 
who  are  the  softest  in  their  mamiers  of  any  of 
our  race,  approaching  almost  to  feminine  teit- 
dorness,  who  are  formed  constitutionally  ben^ 
volent,  and,  in  many  particulars,  made  to  fill  a 
larger  circle  of  benevolence  than  our  morals 
tako  in,  who  extend  their  good-will   to  the 
whole  animal  creation; — these  people  are,  of 
all  nations,  the  most  unalliablo  to  any  other 
part  of  mankind.    They  cannot — the  highest 
orders  of  them,  at  least,  cannot  come  into  con- 
tact with  any  other.     That  bond,  which  is  one 
of  the  chief  instruments  of  society,  and  which, 
supporting  the  individual,  connects  the  species, 
can  have  no  existence  with  them — I  mean  the 
convivial  bond.    That  race  can  be  held  to  no 
other  by  that  great  link  of  life.    No  HindQ 
can  mix  at  meals  even  with  those,  on  whom 
ho  depends  (or  tlie  meat  he  eats.    This  cir 
cumstance  renders  it  diflicult  for  us  to  entc<r 
with  duo  sympathy  into  tlioir  concerns,  or  (or 
them  to  enter  into  ours,  even  when  we  n<ioet 
on  the  same  ground.    But  there  are  other  cir- 
cumstances, which  render  our  intercourre,  iv 
our  mutual  relation,  very  full  of  difficulty.    Th 
sea  is  between  us.     The  mass  of  that  elomen 
which,  by  appearing  to  disconnect,  unites  man 
kind,  is  to  them  a  forbidden  road.    It  is  a 
great  gulf  fixed  between  you  and  them — not 
so  much  that  elementary  gulf,  but  that  gulf, 
which  manners,  opinions  and  laws  have  radi- 
cated in  the  very  nature  of  the  people.    None 
of  their  high  casts,  without  great  danger  to  his 
situation,  religion,  rank  and  estimation,  can 
ever  pass  the  sea  ;  and  this  forbids,  for  ever, 
all  direct  communication  between  that  country 
and  this.    That  material  and  affecting  circunn 
stance,  my  lords,  makes  it  ten   times  more 
necessary,  since  they  cannot  come  to  us,  to 
keep  a  strict  eye  upon  all  persons,  who  go  to 
them.    It  imposes  ufion  us  a  stricter  duty  to 
guard,   with  a  firm  and  powerful  vigilance, 
those,  whose  principles  of  conscience  weaken 
their  principles  of  self-defence.    If  we  under> 
take  to  govern  the  inhabitants  of  such  a  coun- 
try, we  must  govern  them  upon  their  own  prin- 
ciples and  maxims,  and  not  upon  ours.    Wo 
must  not  think  to  force  them  into  the  narrow 
circle  of  our  ideas ;  we  must  extend  ours  lo 
take  in  their  system  of  opinions  and  ritts,  tod 


503  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

the  necesshica  which  result  from  boA;  all  at  once  out  of  all  ranks  of  Mcioty.  H»Mpr»-> 
chanfo  on  their  part  is  absolutely  iinpracti-  cipitated  from  tbo  proudest  elcvalioo  of  r^ 
cable.  Wc  have  more  versatili^  of  character  >p«ct  and  honour  to  a  bottomless  abyss  of  cqo> 
and  manners,  and  it  is  we,  who  must  conform,  tempt ;  from  glory  to  infamy ;  from  puri^  tc 
We  know  what  the  empire  of  opinion  is  in  pollution ;  from  sanctity  to  profiuiation.  N« 
human  nature.  1  had  almost  said,  that  the  law  honest  occupation  is  open  to  him.  His  chik 
of  opinion  was  human  nature  itself.  It  is,  dren  arc  no  kmger  his  children.  Their  paranl 
however,  the  strongest  principle  in  the  com-  loses  that  name.  The  conjugal  bond  is  di»- 
position  of  the  frame  of  the  human  mind ;  and  solved.  Few  survive  this  most  terrible  of  all 
more  of  the  happiness  and  unhappiness  of  man*  calamities.  To  speak  to  an  Indian  of  this 
kind  resides  in  that  inward  principle,  than  in  all  cast  is  to  speak  to  him  of  his  ail. 
external  circumstances  put  together.  But  if  But  the  rule  of  cast  has,  with  them,  girea 
such  is  the  empire  of  opinion  even  among  us,  one  pow^sr  more  to  fortune,  than  the  manoen 
it  has  a  pure,  unrestrained,  complete,  and  of  any  other  nation  were  ever  known  to  do. 
despotic  power  among  them.  The  variety  of  For  it  is  singular,  the  cast  may  be  lost,  noC 
balanced  opinions  in  our  minds  weakens  the  only  by  certain  voluntary  crimes,  but  by  car* 
force  of  each ;  for  in  Europe,  sometimes,  the  tain  involuntary  sufferings,  disgraces,  and  pol> 
laws  of  religion  differ  from  the  laws  of  the  lutions,  that  are  utterly  out  of  their  power  t# 
land  ;  sometimes,  the  laws  of  the  land  differ  prevent.  Those,  who  have  patiently  subail- 
from  our  laws  of  honour ;  our  laws  of  honour  ted  to  imprisonment — those,  who  have  ml 
are  full  of  caprice,  differing  from  those  other  flinched  from  the  scourge— those,  who  base 
laws,  and  sometimes  differing  from  themselves:  been  as  mimoved  as  msirfole  under  torture- 
but  there  the  laws  of  religion,  the  laws  of  the  those,  who  have  laughed  at  the  menaces  of 
land,  and  the  laws  of  honour,  are  aQ  united  death  itself— have  instantly  given  way,  vHmo 
and  consolidated  in  one  invariable  system,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  subject  them  to  any 
bind  men  by  eternal  and  indissoluble  bonds  to  of  those  pollutions,  by  whidi  they  lose  cast, 
the  mles  of  what,  among  them,  is  called  his  To  tliis  cast  they  are  bound  by  all  laws  of  all 
raM.  descriptions,  human  and  divine  ;  and  inveC^ 

It  may  be  necessary  just  to  state  to  your  rate  usage  has  radicated  it  in  them  to  a  depth, 

lordships  what  a  eaat  is.    The  GentO  people,  tnd  with  an  adhesion,  with  which  no  other 

from   the  oklest  time,  have  been   distributed  known  prejudice  has  been   known  to  exist. 

into  various  orders,  all  of  them  hereditary:  Tyranny  is,  therefore,  aimed  against   them 

these  family  orders  are  called  casts ;    these  with  a  greater  variety  of  weapons  than  are 

casts  are  the  fundamental  part  of  the  consti  found  in  its  ordinary  stores, 
tution  of  the  GentO  commonwealth,  both  in        This,  among  a  thousand  other  eonsideralioos, 

their  church  and  in  their  state.  speaks  to  us  in  very  authoritative  languafo, 

Your  lordships  are  bom  to  hereditary  h(^  with  what  care  and  circumspection  we  ou^ 

nours  in  the  chief  of  your  houses.    The  rest  to  handle  people  so  delicate.    In  the  coorsa 

mix  with  the  people.    With  the  GcntOs,  they,  of  this  trial  your  kvdships  will  see  with  hor- 

who  are  bom  noble,  can  never  fall  into  any  rour    tho  use,  which  Mr.  Hastings  naade, 

second  rank.      They  are  divided  into  four  through  several  of  his  wicked  and  abominahlo 

orders ;  tho  Brahmins,  tho  Chittery,  the  Bice,  instruments,  chosen  from  the  natives  ihem- 

and  the  Soodur,  with  many  subdivisions   in  selves,  of  these  superadded  means  of  opprss 

each.     An  etemal  barrier  is  placed  between  sion.    I  shall  prove,  in  the  courseof  this  Cria), 

them.    The  higher  cannot  pass  into  the  lower ;  that  he  has  put  his  own  menial  domestic  ser- 

tho  lower  cannot  rise  into  tho  higher.     They  vant — a  wretch  totally  dependenir— a  wretch 

iiave  all  their  appropriated  rank,  place,  and  grossly  ignorant — the  common  instrument  of 

situation,  and  their  appropriated  religion  too;  his  bribery  and  peculation ; — he  has  enthroned 

which  is  essentially  different  in  its  rites  and  him,  I  say,  on  the  first  seat  of  eocleaiaslical 

ceremonies,  sometimes  in  its  object,  in  each  jurisdiction,  which  was  to   decide  upon  the 

of  those  casts.    A  man,  who  is  born  in  tho  casts  of  all  those  people,  including  their  rank, 

highest  cast,  which  at  once  unites  what  wouki  their  family,  their  honour,  and  their  happiness 

be  tantamount,  in  tliis  country,  to  the  dignity  here,  and,  in  their  judgment,  their  salvation 

of  the  peerage,  and  the  ennobled  sanctity  of  hereafter.    Under  the  awe  of  this  power,  bo 

the  Episcopal  character; — the  Brahmin,  who  man  dared  to  breathe  a  murmer  against  hb 

sustains  these  characters,  if  he  loses  his  cast,  tyranny.    Fortified  in  this  security,  he  says, 

does  not  fall  into  an  inferiour  order,  the  Chit-  Who  complains  of  me  ? — ^No,  none  of  us  dars 

Isiy,  the  Bice,  or  the  Soodur,  but  he  is  thrown  complain  of  you,  says  the  trembling 
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No!  your  menial  servant  has  my  cast  in  his  circumstance,  in  which  all  the  institutions  of 
power.    I  shall  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  mankind  in  other  respects  show  their  weakness. 
■Motioning  others  ;  it  was  enough,  that  Canto  They  have   rzisted,  when  the  country  has 
Btbtoo,  azxl  Ginga  Govind  Sing,  names,  to  been  otherwise  subdued.    This  alone  furnishes 
which  your  lordships  are  to  be  familiarized  full  proof,  that  there  must  be  some  powerfiil 
hsrsailcr ; — it  is  enough,  that  those  persons  influence  resulting  iirom  them  beyond  all  our 
had  the  cast  and  character  of  all  the  people  little  fashionable  Uieories  upon  such  subjects, 
flf  Bengal  in  their  hands.    Through  them  he        The  second  consideration  in  the  Gent  A  uy 
Iw  taken  effectual  security  against  all  com-  stitutions  is  their  beneficial  efibcts,  moral  and 
Your  lordships  will  hence  discern  how  civil.     The  policy,  civil  or  religious,  or,  as 
necessary  it  is  become,  that  some  other  theirs  is,  composed  of  both,  that  makes  a  peo- 
should  intervene,  should  take  upon  pie  happy,  and  a  state  flourishing,  (putting  fur- 
their  representation,  and  by  his  freedom  iher  aiid  higher  considerations  out  of  the  w&y, 
MmI  his  power  should  supply  the  defects  ari«  which  are  not  now  before  us,)  must  undoubi- 
sing  from  their  servitude  and  their  impotence,  edly,  so  fiu*  as  hunuui  considerations  prevail, 
Tlia  Commons  of  Great  Britain  charge  them-  be  a  policy  wisely  conceived  in  any  scheme 
■dves  with  this  character.  of  government.    It  is  confirmed  by  all  obserw 
Mylord8,theseGentii  people  are  the  original  vation,  that,  where  the  HindQ  religion  has 
people  of  Hindostan.    They  are  still,  beyond  been  established,  that  country  has  been  flou- 
eonparison,  the  most  numerous.    Faults  this  rishing.   We  have  seen  some  patterns  remain- 
■atkn  may  have  -, — but  God  forbid  we  should  ing  to  this  day.    The  very  country,  which  is 
pass  judgment  upon  people,  who  framed  their  to  be  the  subject  of  your  lordships  judicial  in- 
laws and  institutions  prior  to  our  insect  origin  of  quiry,  is  an  instance,  by  an  entire  change  of 
yesterday.    With  all  the  faults  of  their  nature,  government,  of  the  diflerent  effects  resulting 
and  errours  of  their  institutions,  their  institu-  from  the  rapacity  of  a  foreign  hand,  and  the 
taoos,  vidiich  act  as  powerfully  on  their  natures,  paternal,  lenient,  protecting  arm  of  a  native 
hsTe  two  material  characteristics,  which  entitle  government,  formed  on  the  long  connection  of 
Ikem  to  r^pect  .'—first,  great  force  and  stability ;  prejudice  and  power.    1  shall  give  you  its  state 
nd  next,  excellent  moral  and  civil  effects.  Their  under  the  HindA  government  from  a  book 
itability  has  been  proved  by  their  holding  on  an  written  by  a  very  old  servant  of  the  company, 
Mifcrm  tenour  for  a  duration  commensurate  to  whose  authority  is  of  the  greater  weight,  as 
•I  the  empires  with  which  history  has  made  us  the  very  destruction  of  all  this  scheme  of  go 
aoqoainted  ;  and  they  still  exist  in  a  green  okl  vemment  is  the  great  object  of  the  author. 
Ife,  with  all  the  reverence  of  antiquity,  and  with         The  author,  Mr.  Holwell,  divides  the  couo- 
ai  the  passion,  that  people  have  to  novelty  and  try  of  Bengal  into  its  difi*erent  provinces.    He 
They  have  stood  firm  on  their  antient  supposes  what  they  then  paid  to  the  supreme 
have  cast  their  roots  deep  in  their  government ;  he  supposes  what  the  country  is 
•oil ;  perhaps  because  they  have  never  capable  of  yielding  ;    and  bis  project  is  to 
them  any  where  else  than  in  their  native  change  entirely  the  application  of  the  revenues 
■oiL  Tbetr  bloody  their  opinions,  and  the  soil  of  of  the  country,  and  to  secure  the  whole  into 
tbrir  country,  make  one  consistent  piece  ;  ad-  the  hands  of  government.    In   enumerating 
^ntfjig  no  mixture,  no  adulteration,  no  inn  these  provinces,  at  last  he  comes  to  the  pro> 
profemcnt;    accordingly,  their  religion   has  vince  of  Burdwan. 

■•de  no  converts ;  their  dominion  has  made        "  In  truth  (says  this  author)  it  would  be  al- 

■o  eonquests ;  but,  in  proportion  as  their  laws  most  cruelty  to  molest  this  happy  people ;  for  in 

ttsd  opinions  were  concentred  within  them-  this  district  are  the  only  vestiges  of  the  beauty, 

•elves,  and  hindered  fi-om  spreading  abroad,  purity,  piety,  regularity,  equity,  and  strictness 

tlMff  have  doubled  their  force  at  home.    They  of  the  antient  Hindostan  government.    Here 

isted  in  spite  of  M  ahomcdan  and  Por-  the  property,  as  well  as  the  liberty,  of  the  peo- 

bigotry  ;    in  spite  of  Tartarian  and  pie  are  inviolate.    Here  no  robberies  are  heard 

tyranny ;  in  spite  of  all  the  fury  of  of,  either  public  or  private.     The  traveller, 

«  foreign  conquest;  in  spite  of  a  more  either  with  or  without  merchandise,  becomes 

ftnridable  foe— the  avarice  of  the  English  do-  the  immediate  care  of  the  government,  which 

mp>t^fft  allots  him   guards,  without  any  expense,  to 

I  have  spoken  now,  my  lords,  of  what  their  conduct  him  from  stage  to  stage ;  and  these 

frineiplee  are  ; — their  laws  and  religious  in-  are  accounuble  for  the  safety  and  accoramo- 

■iliitions,  in  point  of  force  and  stability :    I  dation  of  his  person  and  effects.    At  the  end 

hive  given  instances  of  their  force  in  the  Tory  ef  the  first  stage  he  is  deUvered  over,  with 
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eertain  benevolent  formalities,  to  the  guards  of  tune  to  that  coontry,  and  to  the  world  ia 

the  next,  who,  afler  interrogating  the  traveller  ral ;  I  mean,  the  time  of  the  prophet  Mahomed 

as  to  the  usage  ho  had  received  in  his  journey,  The  enthusiasm,   which   animated   hb  fini 

dismiss  the  first  guard  with  a  written  certi-  followers,  the  despotic  power,  which  religio* 

ficate  of  their  behaviour,  and  a  receipt  for  the  obtained   through   that  enthusiasm,  and  the 

traveller  and  his  effects ;  which  cwtificate  and  advantages,  derived  from  both,  over  the  enev^ 

receipt  are  returnable  to  the  commanding  ofR-  vatcd  great  empires,  and  broken,  disunilcd 

ccr  of  the  first  stage,  who  registers  the  same,  le:fser  governments  of  the  world,  extended  the 

and  regularly  reports  it  (o  the  rajah."  influence  of  that  proud  and  domineering  wet 

"  In  this  form  the  traveller  is  passed  through  from  tlic  banks  of  the  Ganges  to  the  bnaks 

the  country  ;  and  if  he  only  passes,  he  is  not  of  the  Loire. 

suffered  to  be  at  any  expense  fur  food,  accom-         This  second  period  is  the  era  of  the  Arabs. 

modation,  or  carriage  for  his  m^chandise  or  These  peofile  made  a  great  and  lasting  impre^ 

baggage  ;  but  it  is  otherwise  if  he  is  permitted  sion  on  India.    They  established,  rery  early, 

to  make  any  residence  in  one  place    above  Mahomcdan  sovereigns  in  all  parts  of  it ;  paiw 

three  days,  unless  occasioned  by  sickness,  or  ticularly  in  the  kingdom  of  E^ngal,  whidi'is 

any  unavoidable   accident.    If  any  thing  is  the  principal  object  of  our  present  inqaiiy. 

lost  in   this   district,  for  in-stonce  a   bag  of  They  held  that  kingdom,  for  a  long  aeriea  of 

money  or  otiicr  vahialilcs,  the  person,  who  finds  years,  under  a  dynasty  of  thirty-three  kin^i; 

it,  hangs  it  upon  the  next  tree,  and  gives  notice  having   begtm    their  conquest,  and   (bunded 

to  the  nearest  ciiuwkcy,  or  place  of  guard ;  the  their  dominion  in  Bengal,  not  very  long  after 

officer  of  which  orders  immediate  publication  the  time  of  their  prophet 
of  the  same  by  beat  of  tomtom  or  drum.'*  These  people,  when  they  first  settled  in 

These,  my  lords,  arc  the  effects  universally  India,  attempted  with  the  ferocious  arm  of 

produced  by  the  HindQ  polity  throughout  that  their  prophetic  sword  to  change  the  religMB 

vast  region,  before  it  was  distorted  and  put  out  and  manners  of  that  country ;  but  at  length 

of  frame  by  the  barbarism  of  foreign  conquests,  perceiving,   that  their   cruelty  wearied   oat 

Some  choice  reserved  spots  continued  to  flou-  itself,  and  never  could  touch  the  constancy  of 

rish  under  it  to  the  year  1766.    Some  remain-  the  sufferers,  they  permitted  the  native  people 

ed  till  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  the  means  of  of  the  country  to  remain  in  quiet,  and  left  the 

utterly  defacing  them.    Such  was  the  prospect  Mahomedan  religicm  to  operate  upon  them 

of  Benares  under  the  happy  government  of  as  it  could  by  appealing  to  the  ambition  or 

Bulwant  Sing.    Such  was  the  happy  state  of  avarice  of  the  great,  or  by  taking  the  lower 

tho  same  Benares  in  the  happy  days  of  Cheit  people,  who   have   lost  their  casts,  into  this 

Sing,  until  in  the  year  1781  Mr.  Hastings  new  sect;  and  tlius,  from  tlie  refuse  of  die 

introduced  Ats  reform  into  that  country.  GentO,  increasing  the  bounds  of  the  Maho- 

Having  stated  tlie  general  outline  of  the  modan  religi(Mi.    They  left  many  of  the  an- 

manners  of  the  original  people  of  Hindostan  ;  tient  rajahs  of  the  country  possessed  of  an 

having  stated  tlio  general  principles  of  their  inferiour  sovereignty ;  and,  where  the  stroo^ 

policy,  which  either  prohibit  connection,  or  of  the  country  or  other  circumstances  would 

oblige  us  to  a  connection  very  different  from  not  permit   this  subordination,  they  svihnd 

what  we  have  hitherto  used  towards  them,  I  them  to  continue  in  a  separate  statey  ap- 

shall  leave   it   to  your  lordships*  judgment,  proaching  to  independence,  if  not  wboUy  in 

whether  you  will  suffer  such  fair  monuments  dependent. 

of  wisdom  and  benevolence  to  be  defaced  by  The  Mahomedans,  during  the  period  of  Ike 
the  rapacity  of  your  govemours.  I  hope  I  Arabs,  never  expelled  or  destroyed  the  native 
have  pot  gone  out  of  my  way  to  bring  before  GentQ  nobility,  zemindars,  or  landholders  of 
you  any  circumstance  relative  to  the  GentQ  the  country.  They  all,  or  almost  all,  remain- 
religion  and  manners,  further  than  as  they  ro-  cd  fixed  in  their  places,  properties,  and  dif> 
late  to  the  spirit  of  our  government  over  them  ;  nities ;  and  the  shadows  of  several  of 
for  though  there  never  was  such  food  for  the  remain  under  our  jurisdiction, 
curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  as  is  found  in  the  Tho  next,  which  is  the  third  era,  is  i 
manners  of  this  people,  I  pass  it  totally  over.  the  more  necessary  to  observe  upon, 

I  wish  to  divide  this  preliminary  view  into  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  many  applications  to  it 

six  periods;  and  your  lordships  will  consider  in  his  defence  before  the  Conunons;  nuatkff 

that  of  the  HindOs,  which  I  have  now  men-  the  invasion  of  the  Tartars,  or  the  era  of  TV 

Uonod,  as  the  first  era.  morlane.     These  Tartars   did   not  estabUsk 

The  second  era  is  an  era  of  great  misfbr-  themselves  on  tho  ruins  of  the  HindOs.     Their 
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eooquests  weru  over  ihe  other  MahomeJaxia  :  sword  of  Mahomed  prevailed ;  nanidv,  a  capi- 
kt  Tamerlane  invaded  Huidostan,  as  he  in-  tat  ion  tax  upon  all,  who  do  not  profe^  the  r«- 
vaded  other  countries,  in  the  character  of  the  ligion  of  the  Mahomedons.    But  tlie  IluidOs, 
mat  reibrmer  of  the   Mahomedan  religion,  by  express  charter,  were  exempted  from  that 
He  came  as  a  sort  of  iucccssour  to  the  rights  mark  of  servitude,  and  tltcreby  declared  not  to 
of  the  prophet  upon  a  divine  title.    Ho  struck  be  a  conquered  people.     Tho  native  princes. 
It  ail  the  Mahomedan  princes,  who  reigned  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Mogul  go- 
at that  time.      He  considered  them  as  apos-  vernment,  carried  the  evident  marks  of  this 
tatas,  or  at  least  as  degenerated  from  the  faith,  free  condition  in  a  noble    independency  of 
and  as  tyrants  abusing  their  power.     To  faci-  spirit.    Within  tlicir  own  districts  the  autho- 
litate  his  conquests  over  these,  ho  was  often  rity  of  many  of  tliem  seemed  entire.    We  are 
•bUged   to  come  to  a  sort  of  a  composition  oAen  led  into  mistakes  concerning  the  govern* 
with  the   people  of  the  country  he  invaded,  roentof  Hindostan,  by  comparing  it  with  thoaa 
Tamerlane  hsid  neither  time,  nor  means,  nor  governments  where  the  prince  is  armed  with 
Adination,  to  dispossess   tho  antient  rajahs  afuU,  speculative,  entire  authority ;  and  where 
/  the  country.  the  great  people   have,  with  great  titles,  no 
Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  propose  privileges  at  all ;  or,  having  privileges,  hava 
nothing  more,  than  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  those  privileges  only  as  subjects.    But  in  Hin- 
(irinciples  of  policy  which  prevailed  in  these  dostan  the  modes,  the  degrees,  the  circum- 
Mveral  revolutions,  and  not  an  history  of  the  stances  of  subjection,   varied  infinitely.     In 
furious  military  achievements  of  a  barbarous  some  places  hardly  a  trace  at  all  of  subjcctioc 
in%*aJer.      Historians,   indeed,  are  generally  was  to  be  discerned  ;  in  some  the  rajahs  wen. 
very  liberal  of  their  information  concerning  almost  assessors  of  the  throne,  as  in  this  cast 
every  thing  but  what  we  ought  to  be  very  of  the  Rajah  Chcii   Sing.      These  ciraim- 
Uixiou4  to  know.      They  tell  us,  that  India  stancesmark,  (hat  Tamerlane,  however  he  may 
was  conouered  by  Tamerlane,  and  conquered  be  indicated  by  the  odious  names  of  Tartar 
il  such  a  year.    The  year  will  be  found  to  and  conquerour,  was  no  barbarian ; — that  the 
Qotncide  sunewherc,  1  believe,  with  the  end  of  people,  who  submitted  to  him,  did  not  submit 
Ifae  fourtccnih  century.      Thinking  tho  mere  with  tho  abject  submission  of  slaves  to  the 
lact  as  of  little  moment,  and  its  chronology  as  sword  of  a  conquerour,  but  admitted  a  great, 
•athing,  but  thinking  the  policy  very  material,  supreme  empcrour,  who  was  just,  prudent,  and 
wiiich,  indeed,  is  to  be  collected  only  here  and  politic,   insicad  of  tho  ferocious,  oppressive 
there,  in  various  books  written  with  various  lesser  Maliomedan  sovereigns,  who  had  be- 
views,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  fore  forced  their  way  by  tho  sword  into  tho 
Tcry  remarkable  circumstance  rclativo  to  that  country. 

policy,  and  taken  from  the  same  book  to  which         That  country  resembled  more  a  republic  of 

I  formerly  referred,  Mr.Holwell's.  princes  with  a  great  chief  at  their  head,  than 

"  When  the  HindQ  rajahs,  or  princes  of  a  territory  in  absolute,  uniform,  systematic 

Hiodoatan,  submitted  to  Tamerlane,  it  was  on  subjection  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  in  which 

diese  capital  stipulations: — that  the  emperour  light  Mr.  Hastings  and  others  of  late  have 

shouki  marry  a  daughter  of  Rajah  Chcit  Sing's  thought  proper  to  consider  it.     According  to 

house;  that  tho  head  of  this  house  should  be  them,  if  a  subordinate  prince,  like  Cheit  Sii^ 

in  perpetuity  governours  of  the  citadel  of  Agra,  was  not  ready  to  pay  any  exorbitant  sum  on 

end  anoint  tho  king  at  his  coronation  ;  and  instant  demand,  or  submit  to  any  extent  of 

duit  llie  einpcrours  should  never  impose  the  fine,  which  should  be  inflicted  ii[)on  him  by 

{•sera  (or  }K)ll-tax)  upon  the  Hindfls."  the  mere  will  of  the  person,  who  called  roi' 

Here  w  as  a  conquerour,  as  he  is  called,  bery  a  JIne,  and  who  took  the  mexsure  of  that 

ooming  in   upon    terms  ;   mixing   his    blood  fine  without  either  considering  the  means  of 

with  that  of  the  native  nobility  of  (he  country  paying,  or  the  degree  of  delinquency,  that  jus- 

ke  conquered  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  tified  it;  their  properties,  libertit-s  and  lives 

fflitture,  placing  them  in  succession  upon  the  were  instantly  forfeited.     The  rajahs  of  that 

throne  of  the  country  he  subdued ;  making  one  country  were  armed ; — they  had  fortresses  for 

of  them  even  hereditary  constable  of  the  ca-  their  security  ; — they  had  troops.     In  the  re- 

pital  of  his  kingdom,  and  thereby  putting  his  ceipt  of  both  their  own  and  the  ..nperial  re- 

potlerity  as  a  pledge  into  their  hands.    What  venue,  their  securities  fi>r  Jiistice  were   ia 

il  foil  as  remarkablo,  he  freed  the  HindQs  for  their  own  han't:r :  but  ibe  policy  of  the  Mogul 

•»er  from  that  tax,  which  the  Mahomedans  princes  very  rarely  l«d  Uiera  to  pui^h  that  peo- 

teve  laid  upon  every  country,  over  which  the  pie  to  such  exuemity,  as  it  ia  supposed,  that 
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OD  erery  slight  occasioni  we  have  a  right  to     much  fur    Backingham/' — ^Yet, 

push  those,  who  are  the  subjects  of  our  pro-     country  again  recovered  its  form  and  aal 

tended  conquest.  ment,  it  recovered  the  spirit  of  a  mild  gor 

Mr.  Holwell  throws  much  light  on  tliis  menL  Whatever  rigour  was  used  with  r^ 
policy,  which  became  the  standing  law  of  to  the  Mahomedan  adventurers  from  Pet 
the  empire. —  Turkey,  and  other  parts,  who  filled  tho  pfa 

"  In  the  unfortunate  wars,  wnich  fol/>wed  of  servilo  grandeur  in  llie  Mogul  ooort, 

the  death  of  Monz  CDin  Savajee,  Cheit  Sing  HindQs  were  a  favoured,  protected,  ff 

(the  great  rajah  we  have  just  mentioned)  with  treated  people. 

a  select  body  of  Rhajapoots,  by  a  well  con-         The  next,  which  is  the  fiAh  era,  is  a  ti 

ducted  retreat,  recovered  Agra ;  and  was  soon  bled  and  vexatious  period — the  era  of  the 

aHer  rccunciled  to  the  king  (the  Mogul)  and  dependent  soubahs  of  Bengal.    FiTsofd 

admitted  to  his  favour ;  conformable  to  tlio  soubahs  or  viceroys  governed  irom  ahooi 

steady  policy  of  this  government  in  keeping  a  year  1717,  or  thereabouts.      They  grew 

good  understanding  with  the  principal  rajahs,  independence  partly  by  the  calamitiea  and  4 

and  more  especially  with  the  head  of  this  house,  cussions   of  that   empire,  which    happc 

who  is  ever  capable  of  raising  and  fomenting  during  the  disputes  for  the  succession  of ' 

a  very  formidable  party  upon  any  intended  merlane ;  and  partly,  and  indeed  principtlj 

revolution    in   this  despotic    and  precarious  the  great  shock,  which  the  empire  raeoi 

monarchy."  when  Thamas  Kouli  KMn  broke  into  ' 

You  see,  that  it  was  the  monarchy,  that  was  country,  carried  ofi*  its  revenues,  OTtrtnr 

precarious,  not  the  rights  of  the  subordinate  the  throne,  and  massacred  not  only  BMUq 

chiefs.    Your  lordships  see,  that  notwithstand>  the  chief  nobility,  but  almost  all  the  inhi 

ing  our  ideas  of  oriental  despotism,  under  die  tanti  of  the  capital  city.     This  rude  ibi 

succcssours   of  Tamerlane,   these  principal  which  that  empire  was  never  able  to  reov 

rajahs,  instead  of  being  called  wretches,  and  enabled  the  viceroys  to  become  independi 

treated  as  such,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  but   their    independence   led   to  their  r 

it  becoming  to  call  and  treat  them,  wiien  they  Thc»c,  who  had  usurped  upon  their  bbmI 

were  in  arms  against  their  sovereign,  were  re-  had  servants,  who  usurped  upon  them.    A 

garded  with  respect,  and  were  admitted  to  easy  verdy  Khan  murdered  his  master,  and  opei 

reconciliations ;    because  in  reality,  in  their  a  way  into  Bengal  for  a  body  of  foreign 

occasional  hostilities,  they  were  not  properly  voders,  the  Malirattas,  who  crueDy  hana 

rebellious  subjects,  but  princes,  often  asscr-  the  country  for  several  years.    Their  red 

ting  their  natural  rights,  and  the  just  constitu-  was  at  length  purchaised,  and  by  a  sum,  wi 

tion  of  the  country.  is  supposed  to  amount  to  five  millioas  Bteiii 

This  view  of  the  policy,  which  prevailed  By  this  purcliase  he  secured  the  exhan 

during  the  dynasty  of  Tamerlane,  naturally  remainsof  an  exhausted  kingdom,  and  IWli 

conducts  mo  to  the  next,  which  is  the  fourth  his  grandson  Surajah  w  Dowlah  in  peeot  i 

era  in  this  history — I  mean  tlie  era  of  the  poverty.     On  the  fiiU  of  Surajah  w  Dowl 

emperour  Akber.     Ho  was  the  first  of  the  in  1756,  commenced  the  last,  which  is 

successours  of  Tamorlano,  who  obtained  poe-  sixth, — the  era  of  the  British  empire, 
session  of  Bengal.    It  is  easy  to  show  of  what         On  the  fiflh  dynasty  I  have  only  to  rem 

nature  his  conquest  was.      It  was  over  the  to  your  lordships,  that,  at  its  close,  the  Hil 

last  Mahomedan  dynasty.     He  too,  like  his  chie&  were  almost  every  where  found  m  p 

predecessor  Tamerlane,  conquered  the  prince,  session  of  the  country  ;  that  though  ADave 

not  the  country.    It  is  a  cerUun  mark,  that  it  Khdn  was  a  cruel  tyrant,  thou^  be  was 

was  not  a  conquered  country  in  the  sense,  in  untitled  usurper,  though  he  racked  and  tormi 

which  we  commonly  call  a  country  conquer^  ed  the  people  under  his  government,  iir| 

od, — that  tlie  natives,  great  men  and  land-  however,  by  an  apparent  necessity  (torn 

holdhers,  continued  in  every  part  in  the  pos-  invading  army  of  100,000  horse  in  his  do 

session  of  their  estates,  and  of  the  jurisdictions  nions  ;  yet,  under  him,  the  rajahs  still  prsai 

annexed  to  them.   It  is  true,  that  in  the  seve-  ed  their  rank,  their  dignity,  their  castlee,  tl 

ral  wars  for  the  succession  to  the  Mogul  empire,  houses,  their  seigniories,  all  the  insignii 

and  in  other  of  their  internal  wars,  severe  re-  their  situation,  and  always  the  right,  ■■ 

venges  were  taken,  which  bore  resemblance  times  also  the  means,  of  protecting  their  a 

to  those  taken  in  the  war  of  the  Roses  in  this  ordinate  people,  till  the  last  and  unfbrtm 

country,  where  it  was  the  common  course,  in  era  of  1756. 
the  heat  of  blood,—"  off  witli  his  head,  so         Through  the  whole  of  this  sketch  of  hkM 


\ 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESO.  307 

to  impiesB  but  one  greai  important  truth  will  pave  the  way,  and  make  uverv  *>  inj^  easy 

toon  jour  minds  ;  namely,  that  through  all  for  your  subsequent  justice 

tMM  revolutions  in  government,  and  changes  I  therefore  wish  to  stop  al  .aU  period,  in 

in  Mwer,  an  HindQ  polity,  and  the  spirit  uf  which  Mr.  Hastings  became  aciivo  in  the  ser- 

an  ilindQ  government,  did  more  or  less  exist  in  vice,  pretty  near  the  time  when  hu  began  his 

that  province,  with  which  he  was  concerned,  political  career ; — and  here,  my  lords,  I  pause, 

until  it  was  finally  to  be  destroyed  by  Mr.  wishing  your  indulgence  at  such  time  as  will 

Hastings.  suit  your  convenience  for  pursuing  the  rest  cf 

My  lords,  I  have  gone  through  all  the  eras  this  eventful  history, 
precedent  to  those  cf  iht*  British  power  in 

India,  and  am  come   to  Uie  first  of  those         TRIAL. FOURTH    DAY, 

eras.    Mr.  Hastings   existed  in  India,  and  --^,   _^j_        ,_„ 

was  a  servant   of  the  company  before  that  '*'*  /^Vftruay  1788. 

era,  and   had   his  education  between  both.  /vr      n           \ 

Ho    is   an  antediluvian  with  regard  to  the  ^^*'  ^^^^^) 

British  dominion  in  Bengal.  He  was  co-cxis-  My  Lords, — In  what  I  had  the  honour  ol 
tent  with  all  the  acts  and  monuments  of  that  laying  before  your  lordships  yesterday,  and  in 
revolution,  and  hod  no  small  share  in  all  the  what  I  may  further  trouble  you  with  to-day,  I 
abuses  of  that  abusive  period,  which  preced-  wish  to  observe  a  distinction,  which  if  I  did 
td  his  actual  government.  But,  as  it  was  not  lay  down  so  perfectly  as  I  ought,  I  hope  1 
during  that  transit  from  eastern  to  western  shall  now  be  able  to  mark  it  out  with  sufficient 
power,  that  most  of  the  abuses  had  their  exactness  and  perspicuity. 
origin,  it  will  not  be  perfectly  easy  for  your  First,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  what  I 
lordships  thoroughly  to  enter  into  the  nature  shall  think  necessary  to  slate,  as  matter  of  pre- 
and  circumstances  of  them,  without  an  cxpla-  liminary  explanation,  in  order  to  give  your 
nalioo  of  the  principal  events,  that  happened  lordships  a  true  idea  of  the  scene  of  action — 
firom  the  year  1756^  until  the  commencement  of  of  the  instruments,  which  Mr.  Hastings  cm- 
Mr.  Hastings's  government ;  during  a  good  part  ployed — and  the  effects,  v.liich  they  pro- 
of which  time  wo  do  not  often  lose  sight  of  duced — all  this  I  wish  to  be  distinguished  from 
him.  If  I  find  it  agreeable  to  your  lordships ;  matter  brought  to  criminate.  Even  the  mat- 
if  I  find,  that  you  wish  to  know  these  annals  ter  as  stated  by  mc,  which  may  be  hereaAer 
of  Indian  suflering  and  British  delinquency;  if  brought  to  criminate,  so  far  as  it  falls  to  my 
you  desire,  that  I  should  unfold  the  series  of  share  at  present,  is  only  to  be  considered,  in 
the  transactions  from  1756  to  the  period  of  Mr.  this  stage  of  the  business,  as  merely  illustra- 
Hasting8*s  government  in  1771  ; — that  you  tive.  Your  lordships  are  to  expect,  as  un- 
mmy  know  how  far  he  promoted  what  was  good ;  doubtedly  you  will  require,  substantial  matter 
how  far  he  rectified  what  was  evil ;  how  far  he  of  crimination  to  be  laid  open  for  that  purpose, 
abstained  from  innovation  in  tyranny,  and  con-  at  the  moment  when  the  evidence  to  each 
tented  himself  with  the  old  stock  of  abuse ; —  charge  is  ready  to  be  produced  to  you.  Thus 
your  k>rdships  will  have  the  goodness  to  consult  your  lordships  will  easily  separate  historica.* 
the  strength,  which,  from  late  indisposition,  illustration  from  criminal  opening.  For  in- 
befins  almost  to  fail  mc.  And  if  yoa  think  the  stance,  if  I  stated  yesterday  to  your  lordships, 
explanation  is  not  time  lost  in  this  new  workl,  as  I  did,  Uie  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  one  of 
aad  in  this  new  business,  I  shall  venture  to  the  usurping  viceroys,  whose  usurpation  and 
sketch  out,  as  briefly,  and  with  as  much  per-  whose  vices  led  the  way  to  the  destruction  of 
spicuity  as  I  can  give  them,  llie  leading  events  his  country,  and  the  introduction  of  a  foreign 
of  that  obscure  and  perplexed  period,  which  power — I  do  rot  mean  to  charge  Mr.  Hastings 
intervened  between  the  British  settlement  in  with  any  part  of  that  guilt.  \Vhat  bears  upon 
1757,  and  Mr.  Hastings's  government.  If  I  Mr.  Hastings  ii,  his  having  avowedly  looked 
should  be  so  happy  as  to  succeed  in  that  at-  to  such  a  ty.ant  and  such  a  usurper,  as  his 
terapt,your  lordships' minds  will  be  prepared  for  model,  and  followed  that  pernicious  example 
bearing  this  cause.  Then,  your  lordships  will  with  a  servile  fidelity. 
have  a  clear  view  uf  the  origin  and  nature  of  When  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  to 
the  abuses,  which  prevailed  in  that  government  your  lordships  any  thing  abusive,  or  leading  to 
belbre  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  his  greatest  abuse,  firom  defects  or  errours  in  tlie  constitu* 
power,  and  since  that  time ;  and  then  we  shall  tion  of  the  company's  service — I  did  not  mMn 
he  able  to  enter  fully  and  explicitly  into  the  na-  to  criminate  Mr.  Hastings  on  any  part  of  thoie 
ture  of  the  cause;  and  I  should  hope,  tluit  it  defects  and  errours.  I  state  them  to  show 
Vol.  III.—SO                                       O 
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Uwt  he  took  adTuntago  of  the  imperfections  peace,  science  and  security  to  the  natitM  o 

of  the  institution  to  let  in  his  abuse  of  the  that  vexed  and  harassed  country ;  we  dNnl 

power,  with  which  he  was  intrusted.    If,  for  have  been  covered  with  genume  honofor.    1 

a  further  instance,  I  have  stated,  that  in  gene-  would  have  been  a  beautiful  and  noble  iptc 

ral  the  service  of  the  India  company  was  in-  tacle  to  mankind, 

sufficient  in  legal  pay  or  emolument,  and  abuu-  Indeed  something  might  have  been 

dant  in  the  means  of  illegal  profit — I  do  not  of  the  kind,  when  a  new  dominion 

state  that  defect  as  owing  to  Mr.  Hastings,  from  a  learned  and  enlightened  part    of  ift 

But  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  to  show  in  what  man-  world  in  the  most  enlightened  period  of  it 

nerand  on  what  pretences  he  did,  fraudulently,  existence.    Still  more  might  it  have  beoBM 

corruptly,  and  (or   the   purposes  of  his  ovi-n  pectcd,  when  that  dominion  was  found  to  IHO 

ambition,  take  advantage  of  that  defect;  and,  from  theboeom  of  a  free  country,  thatitwod 

under  colour  of  reformation,  make  an  illegal,  have  carried  with  it  the  full  benefit  6C  the  inb 

partial,  corrupt  rise  uf  emc^uments  to  certain  principle  of  the  British  liberty  and  constitadoi 

favoured  persons  without  regard  to  the  interests  though  its  municipal  forms  were  not  ooamH 

ofiho  ser\'ice  at  large:  increasing  rather  than  nicable,  or  at  least  the  advantage  of  the  KImiI 

lessening  the  means  of  illicit  emolument,  as  and  spirit  of  the  British  constitution.     Ha 

well  as  loading  the  company  with  many  heavy  this  been  the  case,  (alas  !  it  was  not,)   jo 

and  ruinous  expenses  in  avowed  salaries  and  would  have  been  saved  the  trouble  of  this  dr 

allowances.  It  might  have  been  expected  too,  that  in  tbi 

Having  requested  your  lordships  to  keep  in  enlightened  state  of  the  A-ortd,  influenced  h 

mind,  which  I  trust  you  would  do,  even  with-  the  best  religion,  ami  froii  at  improved  ds 

out  my  taking  the  liberty  of  suggesting  it  to  scription  of  that  '>est  religion  ;  I  mean  tfi 

you,  tliese  necessary  distinctions;  [shall  revert  Christian  reformed  religion;  that  we  riMwl 

to  the  period,  at  which  I  closed  yesterday —  have  done  hcrn'r  to  Europe,  to  letters,  tohm 

that  great  and  memorable  period,  which  has  to  religion;   i:no  honour  to  all  the  ciroon 

remotely  given  occasion  to  the  trial  of  this  day.  stances,  of  which,  in  this  island,  we  boest  oil 

My  lords,  to  obtain  empire  is  common:  to  solves,  at  the  great  and  critical  moment  of  tb 

govern  it  well  has  been  rare  indeed.     To  chas-  revdution. 

tisc  the  guilt  of  those,  who  have  been  instru-  My  lords,  it  has  happened  otherwiee.    It: 

ments  of  imperial  sway  over  other  nations,  by  now  left  for  us  to  repair  our  former  errour 

the  high  superintending  justice  of  the  sove-  Resuming  the  history  where  I  broke  off  yet 

reign  state,  has  not  many  striking  examples  terday  by  your  indulgence  to  my  weaknen.p 

amon«;  any  people.     Hitherto  we   have   not  Surajah  Dowla  was  the  adopt«i  grandton  < 

furnished  our  contingent    to  the    records  of  Ally  VerdyCawn,  a  cruel  and  ferocious  tyran 

honour.    We  have  been  confounded  with  the  the  manner  of  whose  acquisition  of  power 

herd  of  conqucrours.    Our  dominion  has  been  have  already  stated.    He  came  too  young  ni 

a  vulgar  thing.    But  wo  begin  to  emerge ;  and  unexperienced  to  that  throne  of  usurpation.    '. 

I  hope,  tliat  a  severe  inspection  of  ourselves,  was  a  usurpation  yet  green  in  the  countrji  ■■ 

a  purification  of  our  own  offences,  a  lustration  the  country  felt  uneasy  under  it.     It  had  n 

of  the  exorbitances  of  our  own   power  is  a  the  advantage  ofthat  prescriptive  usage, thatii 

glory  reserved  to  this  time,  to  this  nation,  and  veterate  habit,  that  traditionary  opinion,  whk 

o  this  august  tribunal.  a  long  continuance  of  any  system  of  govcn 

The  year  1756  is  a  memorable  era  in  the  ment  secures  to  it.    The  only  ml  secant; 

history    of  the    world — it    introduced  anew  which  Surajah  Dowla's  government  coold  poi 

nation  from  the  remotest  verge  of  the  western  scss,  was  the  security  of  an  army.    Butt! 

world,  with  new  manners,  new  customs,  new  great  aim  of  this  prince,  and  his  predecessc 

institutions,  new  opinions,  new  taws,  into  the  was  to  supply  the  weakness  of  his  goTenne 

heart  of  Asia.  by  tlie  strength  of  his  purse;  he  therefbrenois 

My  lords,  if  in  that  part  of  Asia,   whose  sed  treasures  by  all  ways  and  on  aU  hand 

native  regular  government   was  then   broken  But,  as  the  Indian  princes,  in  general,  ve  i 

up  ;  if,  at  the  moment  when  it  had  fallen  into  unwisely  tenacious  of  their  treasure,  as  thi 

darkness  and  confusion  from  having  become  the  are  rapacious  in  getting  it ;  the  more  noai 

prey  and  almost  the  sport  of  the  ambition  of  he  amassed,  the  more  he  felt  tlie  efieeta  > 

its  homeborn  grandees  ;  if,  in  that  gloomy  sea-  poverty.     The  consequence   was,  that  ibt 

son,  a    star  had    risen    from  the    west,  that  armies  were  unpaid,  and  being  unpaid  or  in 

would  prognosticate  a  better  generation,   and  gularly  paid,  were   undisciplined,  disonM 

wouki  shed  down  the  sweet  influences  of  order,  tmfaithful.    In  this  situation,  a  young 
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eonfiduig  more  in  the  appearances,  than  ex-  has  tanctificd   by  obscurity.    Time,   in  the 

amining  inU)  the  reality  of  things,  undertook  origin  of  most  govemmonts,  has  thro\m  this 

(firom  motives,  which  the  House  of  Commons  mysttirious  veil  over  ihem  ;  prudence  and  di»> 

with  all  their  industry  to  discover  the  circcun-  cretion  moke  it  necessary  to  throw  something 

stances  have  found  it  difficult  to  make  out)  to  of  the  same  drapi;ry  over  more  recent  foun* 

attack  a  little  miserable  trading  fort,  that  wo  dations ;  in  which  otherwise  the  fortune,  the 

had  erected  at  Calcutta.    He  succeeded  in  genius,  the  talenis,  and  military  virtue  of  this 

that  attempt,  only  because    success  in   that  nationnever  shone  more  conspicuously.    But, 

mttempi  was  easy.    A  close  imprisonment  of  whatever  necessity  might  hide,  or  excuse,  or 

the   whole  settlement  followed ;  not  owing,  I  palliate  in  the  acquisitioo  of  power,  a  wise 

believe,   to  (he  direct  will  of  the  prince,  but,  nation,  when  it  has  once  made  a  revolution 

what  will  always  happen  when  the  will  of  the  upon  its  own  principles,  and  for  its  own  ends, 

prince  is  but  too  much  the  law,  to  a  gross  abuse  rests  there.     The  first  step  to  empire  is  revolu- 

of  his  power  by  his  lowest  servants ;  by  which  tion,  by  which  |>ower  is  conferred  :  ihe  next  is 

ISO  or  more  of  our  countrymen  perished  mise-  good  laws,  good  orders,  good  institutions,  to 

rably  in  a  dungeon  by  a  fate  too  tragical  forme  givo  that  )K>wer  stability.    I  am  sorry  to  say, 

to  be  desirous  to  relate,  and  too  well  known  to  that  the  rt!verse  of  this  policy  was  the  principle, 

stand  in  need  of  iu  on  which  the  gentlemen  in  I  rid  ia  acted.    It  was 

At  the  time  that  this  event  happened,  there  such  as  tended  to  make  the  new  government 
was  at  the  same  time  a  concurrence  of  other  as  unstable  as  the  old.  By  the  vast  sums  of 
events,  which,  from  this  partial  and  momentary  money  acquired  by  individuals  upon  this  oc- 
weakness,  displayed  the  strength  of  Great  cosion,  by  the  immense  sudden  prodigies  of 
Britain  in  Asia.  For  some  years  before,  the  fortune, — it  >vas  discovered,  that  a  revolution 
French  and  English  troops  began,  on  the  coast  in  Bengal  was  a  mine  much  more  easily  work- 
ofCoromandel,  to  exhibit  the  power,  force,  and  ed,  and  infmitely  more  productive,  than  the 
eflBcacy  of  European  discipline.  As  we  daily  mines  of  Potosi  and  Mexico.  It  was  found, 
kx>ked  for  a  war  with  France,  our  settlements  that  the  work  was  not  only  very  lucrative,  but 
on  tliat  coast  were  in  some  degree  armed.  Lord  not  at  all  difficult.  Where  Clive  forded  a  deep 
Pigot,  then  governour  of  Madras, — Lord  Pigot,  water  upon  an  unknown  bottom,  he  leA  a  bridge 
the  preserver,  and  the  victim  of  the  British  for  his  successours,  over  which  the  lame  could 
dominion  in  Asia, — detached  such  of  the  com-  hobble,  and  the  blind  might  grope  their  way. 
pany's  force  as  could  be  collected  and  spared.  There  was  not  at  that  time  a  knot  of  clerks  in 
and  such  of  his  majesty's  ships  as  wore  on  that  a  counting-house ;  there  was  not  a  captain  of  a 
station,  to  the  assistance  of  Calcutta.  And,  band  of  ragged  topasses,  that  looked  for  any 
to  ^hasten  this  history  to  its  conclusion, — the  thing  less  than  (he  deposition  ofsoubahs,  and 
daring  and  commanding  genius  of  Clive,—  the  sale  of  kingdoms.  Accordingly,  this  revo- 
the  patient  and  firm  ability  of  Watson, — the  lution,  whk:h  ought  to  have  precluded  other 
treachery  of  Meer  Jafiier, — and  the  battle  of  revolutions,  unfortunately  became  fruitful  of 
Plaasey,  gave  us  at  once  the  patronage  of  a  them ;  and  when  Lord  Clive  returned  to  £u- 
kingdom,  and  the  command  of  all  its  treasures,  rope  to  enjoy  his  fame  and  fortune  in  his  own 
We  negotiated  with  Meer  Jaffier  for  the  vice-  country,  there  arose  another  description  of  men, 
royal  throne  of  his  master.  On  that  throne  who  thought,  that  a  revolution  might  be  made 
we  seated  hinif  And  we  obtained,  on  our  part,  upon  his  revolution ;  and  as  lucrative  to  them 
immense  sums  of  money.  We  obtained  •  million  as  his  was  to  the  first  projectors.  Scarcely 
sterling  for  the  company ;  upwards  of  a  million  was  Meer  Jaffier,  Lord  Clive's  nabob,  seated 
for  individuals :  in  the  whole,  a  sum  of  about  on  his  musnud,  than  they  immediately,  oi'in  a 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  short  time,  projected  another  revolution—a  re- 
pounds  for  various  purposes  from  the  prince,  volution,  which  was  to  unsettle  all  the  former 
whom  we  had  set  up.  We  obtained  too  the  had  settled — a  revolution  to  make  way  for  new 
town  of  Calcutta,  more  completely  than  we  had  disturbances,  ana  new  wars  ;  and  which  led  to 
before  possessed  it,  and  the  twenty-four  die-  that  long  chain  of  peculation,  which  ever  since 
tricts  adjoining.  This  was  the  first  small  has  afflicted  and  oppressed  Bengal, 
seminal  principle  of  the  immense  territorial  Ifever  there  was  a  time,  when  Bengal  sliould 
loqnisitions  we  have  since  made  in  India.  have  had  respite  from  internal  revolution!,  it 

Many  circumstances  of  tliis   acquisition  I  was  this.      The  governour,  forced  upon  the 

piss  by.    There  is  a  sacred  veil  to  be  drawn  natives,  was  now  upon  the  throne.     AU  the 

ster  the  beginnings  of  all  governments.    Ours,  great  lords  of  the  country,  both  Gentds  and 

«  India,  haul  an  origin  like  those,  which  time  Mahometans,  were  uneasy,  discontented,  and 
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disobedient ;  and  soroe  absolutely  in  arms,  and  manded  the  En^jlish  forces  under  the  ^w.^. 
refusing  to  recognize  the  prince  we  had  set  op.  ment  of  Calcutta.  Mr.  Holwell  was  in  tha 
An  imminent  inrasion  of  the  Mahrattas,  an  temporary  possession  of  the  presidency.  Mr. 
actual  invasion  headed  by  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  Vansittart  was  hourly  expected  to  miponmda 
the  revenues  on  account  of  the  late  shock  very  him.  Mr.  Warren  Hastings,  a  young  gende* 
ill  collected,  even  where  the  country  was  in  man  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  was  r»- 
some  apparent  quiet,  an  hungry  treasury  at  tident  fix*  the  company  at  the  durbar,  or  court, 
Calcutta,  an  empty  treasury  at  Moor^ed»>  of  Meer  Jaffier,  our  new  created  nabob  of 
bad,— every  thing  demanded  tranquillity,  and  Bengal,  allied  to  this  country  by  the  moct  ao> 
with  it  order  and  oeconomy.  In  this  situation  iemn  treaties,  that  can  bind  men  ;  for  whidi 
it  was  resolved  to  make  a  new  and  entirely     treaties  he  had  paid,  and  was  then  paying, 

mercenary  revdution  ;  and  to  set  up  to  sale  immense  sums   of    money.     Mr.     WaiT«B 

the  government,  secured  to  its  present  posse*-  Hastings  was  the  pledge  in  his  hands  for  the 

sour  by  every  tie  of  public  faith,  and  every  honour  of  the  British  nation,  and  their  fidelity 

nVLCred  obligation,  which  could  bind  or  influence  to  their  engagements. 

mankind.     This  second  revolution  forms  that         In  this  situation   Mr.  HolwcU,  whom  iht 

period  m  the  Bengal  history,  which  had   the  terrible  example  of  the  black  hole  at  Calcatta 

most  direct  influence  upon  all  the  subsequent  had  not  cured  of  ambition,  thought  an  hour  was 

transactions.  It  introduces  some  of  the  persons,  not  to  be  lost  in  accomplishing  a  revohitian, 

who  were  most  active  in  the  succeeding  scenes,  and  selling  the  reigning  nabob, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  has  given  its  tone  and        My  lords,  there  was  in  the  house  of  Meer 

character  to  the  British  affairs  and  govern-  Jaffier,  in  his  court,  and  in  his  family,  a  mm 

ment.     It  marks  and  specifics  the  origin  and  of  an  intriguing,  crafty,  subtle,  and  at  the  sane 

true  principles  of  all  the  abuses,  which  Mr.  time  bold,  daring,  desperate,  bloody  and  le- 

Hostings  was  aflerwards  appointed  to  correct,  rocious  character,  called  Cossim  Ally  Cawn. 

and  which  the  Commons  charge,  that  he  con-  He  was  the  son-in-law  of  Meer  Jaffier ;  and 

tinued  and  aggravated — namely,  the  venal  de-  he  made  no  other  use  of  this  affinity,  than  to 

positions,  and  venal  exaltations  of  the  country  find  some  means  to  dethrcme  and  to  murder 

powerSj^the  taking  of   bribes   and  corrupt  him.     This  was  the  person,  in  whose  school 

presents  from  all  parties  in  those  changes  ;  the  of  politics  Mr.  Hastings  made  his  first  stii- 

vitiating  and  maiming  the  company's  records;  dies,  and  whose  conduct  he  quotes  as  his  ez- 

the   suppression  of  public    correspondence ;  ample,  and  for  whoso  fi-iends,  agoitA,  and  &- 

corrupt  combinations  and  conspiracies ;  per-  vourites,  he  has  always  shown  a  marked  pre- 

f)dy  in    negotiation  established  into  princi-  dilection.    This  dangerous  man  was  not  long 

j)lo  ; — acts  of  the  most  atrocious  wickedness  without  finding  persons,  who  observed  his  tap 

justified  upon  purity  of  intention  ;  mock-trials  lenls  with  admiration,  and  who  thought  fit  tc 

and  collusive  acquittals  among  the  parties  in  employ  him. 

common  guilt, — and  in  the  end,  the  court  of         Thu  council  at  Calcutta  vras  divided  intc 

iirectors  supporting  the  scandalous  breach  of  two  departments ;  one,  the  council  in  general, 

their  own  orders.    I  shall  state  the  particulars  the  other,  a  select  committee,  which  they  had 

of  this  second  revolution  more  at  large.  arranged  for  the  better  carrying  on  their  po- 

Soon  after  the  revolution,  which  had  seated  litical  ai^airs.    But  the  select  committee  had 

Meer  Jaffier  on  the  vice-royal  throne,  the  spirit  no  power  of  acting  wholly  without  the  council 

oftheMogulempirebegan,  asitwere,  tomake  at  large,   at  least  finally  aikl  cooduaivdj. 

one  faint  struggle,  before  it  finally  expired.  The   select  committee    thought    otherwise. 

The  then  heir  to  that  throne,  escaping  from  Between  these  litigant  parties  (or  power  I 

the  hands  of  those,  who  had  held  his  father  shall  not  determine  on  the  merits ;  thinking  of 

prisoner,  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  se*  nothing  but  the  •  use,  that  was  made  of  the 

veralchiefs,  collected  under  the  standard  of  his  power,   to    whomsoever  it  belonged.     Thil 

house,  and  appeared  in  force  on  the  frontiers  secret  committee  then,  without  communicating 

of  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  upon  with  the  rest  of  the  council,  formed  the  pint 

both  which  he  made  some  impression.    This  for  a  second  revolution.    But  the  coocurreoea 

alarmed  the  new   powers,  the  nabob  Meer  of  Major  Colliaud,  who  commanded  the  Bri> 

Jaffier,  and  the  presidency  of  Calcutta;  and  as  tish  troops,  was  essential  to  the  purpose,  at 

in  a  common  cause,  and  by  the  terms  of  their  it  could   not  be  accomplished  without  $ar*K 

mutual  alliance,  they  took  the  field  against  him.  Mr.  Hasting's  assistance  was  necessary,  aa  i* 

The  nabob's  eldest  son,  and   heir-apparent,  could  not  be  accomplished  without  treachery, 
commanded  in  chief.     Major  Calliaud  com-         These  ore  the  parties  concerned  in  the  in- 
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(•odod  rDvolition.  Mr.  Uolwell,  who  coo-  becauM,  as  I  do  not  produce  any  part  of  this 
•idarod  himself  in  possession  only  of  tempo-  series  for  the  gratiScation  of  historical  curi- 
rary  power,  was  urged  to  precipitate  the  osity,  the  contexture  is  necessary  to  demoo- 
bnsipcss ;  for,  if  Mr.  Vansittart  should  arrive  strate  to  your  lordships  the  spirit  of  our  Bengal 
ttsfore  his  plot  could  be  fmally  put  into  execu-  politii:3,  and  the  necessity  of  some  other  sort 
tian,  be  would  have  all  the  leading  advantages  of  judicial  inquires  than  those,  which  that  go- 
of it,  and  Mr.  Holwell  would  be  considered  vcmment  institute  for  themselves.  The  trans- 
oely  as  a  secondary  instrument.  But  whilst  action  so  manifestly  marks  the  character  of 
Mr.  Holwell,  who  originally  conceived  this  the  whole  proceeding,  that  I  hope  I  shall  not 
plot,  urged  forward  the  execution  of  it,  in  order  be  blamed  for  suspending  for  a  moment  the 
thai  the  chief  share  of  the  profits  might  fall  to  narrative  of  the  steps  taken  towards  the  revo> 
kim,  the  Major,  and  possibly  the  resident,  held  lution,  that  you  nuy  see  the  whole  of  this  epi- 
ksck,  till  they  might  receive  the  sanction  of  the  sode  together ;  that  by  it  you  may  judge  of  tho 
potnaoent  govemour,  who  was  hourly  expected,  causes,  which  led  progressively  to  the  state,  in 
vith  whom  one  of  them  was  connected,  and  which  the  company's  afiairs  stood,  when  Mr. 
«ho  was  to  carry  with  him  the  whole  weight  Hastings  was  sent  for  the  express  purpose  of 
of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom.    This  di^  reforming  it. 

ference  produced  discussions.      Holwell  en-  The  business  I  am  going  to  enter  into  is 

deavoured  by  his  correspondence  to  stimulate  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  story  of 

Calliaud   to  this  enterprise,  which,  without  the  three  seals :  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  ap» 

bin,  could  not  be  undertaken  at  all.      But  pendix.  No.  10,  to  tlio  first  report  of  "the  state 

Bfajor  Calliaud  had  different  views.    Ho  con-  and  condition  of  the   East-India  Company, 


inwardly,  as  he  tells  us  himself,  in  all  made  in  1773.     The  word  report,  my  lords,  is 

the  principles  of  this  intended  revolution,  in  sometimes  a  little  equivocal ;  and  may  sig- 

dM  propriety  and  necessity  of  it.  He  only  wish-  nify  sometimes,  not  what  is  made  known,  but 

ed  delay.    But  he  gave  such  powerful,  solid,  what  remains  in  obscurity ;  tho  detail  and  evi- 

•■d  satislactory  reasons,  not  against  the  delay,  denco  of  many  facts,  referred  to  in  the  report, 

bat  the  very  merits  of  the  design  itself,  expos-  being    usually  thrown    into    the    appondix. 

iag  the  injustice,  and  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  Many  people,  and  I  among  the  rest,  (I  take 

inpoasibility  of  mending  by  it  their  ^pndition  shame  to  myself  for  it,)  may  not  have  fully  ex- 

io  any  respect',  as  must  have  damned  it  in  the  amined  that  appendix.    I  was  not  a  member 

■uad  of  all  rational  men.    At  least  it  ought  to  of  either  of  the  India  committees  of  1773.    It 

faafv  damned  it  for  ever  in  his  own.     But  you  is  not,  indeed,  till  within  this  year,  that  I  have 

will  see,  that  Holwell  persevered  in  his  plan ;  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  memo 

aad  that  Major  Calliaud  thought  two  things  rable  history  of  the  three  seals, 

■eceesary:   first,   not  wholly   to  destroy  the  The  history  is  this:  in  the  year  1760,  the 

aefaeme,  which  he  telU  us  he  always  approv-  allies  were  in  the  course  of  operations  against 

ed ;  but  to  postpone  the  execution ;  and,  in  the  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  now  the  present  Mogul, 

■ean  time,  to  delude  tho  nabob  by  the  most  who,  as  I  have  already  stated,  had  made  aa 

rtrang,  direct,  and  sanguine    assuraiKes    of  irruption  into  the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  in  order  to 

Griendahip  and  protection,  that  it  was  possiblo  reduce  the  lower  provinces  to  his  obedience, 

to  give  to  man.  The  parties  opposing  him  were  the  nabob  of 

Whilst  the  projected  revolution  stood  sus-  Bengal,  and  the  company 's  troops  under  Major 

fended ;  whilst  Mr.  Holwell  urged  it  forward,  Calliaud.    It  was  whilst  they  faced  the  commoo 

and  Mr.  Vansittart  was  expected  every  day  enemy  as  one  body,  this  negotiation  for  tho  de- 

lo  give  ii  effect ;  whilst  Major  Calliaud  with  struction  of  tho  nabob  of  Bengal  by  his  faithful 

this  design  of  ruining  the  nabob  lodged  in  his  allies  of  tho  company  was  going  on  with  dili- 

brMfit,  sospended  in  execution,  and  condemn-  gence.  At  that  time,  the  nabob's  son,  Meeran, 

ed  in  principle,  kept  tho  fairest  face,  and  the  a  youth  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  bokl,  vigorous, 

■cwt  confidential  interviews  with  tluit  unfortu-  active ;  full  of  the  politics,  in  whidi  those,  who 

Bale  prince  and  his  son — as  the  operations  of  are  versed  in  usurpation,  are  never  wanting; 

Ibe  eampaign  relaxed ,  tlie  army  drew  near  tu  commanded  tho  army  under  his  &ther ;  but 

Moorahedabad  the  capital — when  a  truly  ex-  was,  in  reality,  the    efficient  person  in  aO 

scene  happened,  such  1  am  sure  things.    About  the  fifteenth  of  April  1760,  aa 

English  annals  before  that  time  had  fur-  I  have  it  from  Major  CaUiaud*s  letter  of  that 

DO  example  of,  nor  will  I  tn»t  in  fiiturs.  date,  tlie  nabob  came  into  hie  tent ;  and,  with 

I  iiiail  state  it  as  one  piece  firom  beginning  to  looks  of  the  utmost  embarraasmeot,  big  with 

the  events,  which  interreoed ;  lone  design,  which  sweDed  his  boeooi,  some- 
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diing,  that  wai  too  Urge  and  burdensome  to  forming  him,  that  an  assurance  for  the  [^ince'f 
eoooeal,  and  yet  too  critical  to  be  told,  appear-  safety,  could  not  be  given  by  hinii  until  he  had 
ed  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  distraction.  The  consulted  Mr.  Hulwcll,  who  was  goTcmour, 
Major,  seeing  him  in  this  condition,  kindly,  and  his  superiour.  This  conversation  passed 
eently,  like  a  fast  and  sure  friend,  employed  in  the  morning.  On  that  very  rooming,  and 
(to  use  his  own  expression)  some  q/'</M»«eaJwu-  whilst  tlio  transaction  was  hot,  Major  Cai- 
raneeti,  thai  tend  to  make  men  fully  open  their  liaud  writes  to  Mr.  Holwell  an  account  of  it. 
heartM  ;  and  accordingly,  fortified  by  his  assu-  In  his  letter  he  informs  him,  that  he  made  an 
ranees,  and  willing  to  disburden  himself  of  inquiry,  without  stating  from  whom,  but  that 
the  secret,  that  oppressed  him,  ho  opens  his  he  did  inquire  tlie  probability  of  the  nabob's 
heart  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  new  getting  possession  of  the  prince  from  some 
fHends,  allies,  and  protectors.  The  nabob,  persons,  who  assured  him,  that  there  was  no 
thus  assured,  did  open  himself,  and  informed  probability  of  the  prince's  intention  to  delirer 
Major  Calliaud,  that  ho  had  just  received  a  himself  to  the  nabob  on  any  terms.  Be  thn 
message  from  the  p-ince,  or  his  principal  mi-  as  it  may,  it  is  impossible  not  to  remark,  that 
nister,  informing  him,  that  the  Prince  Royal,  the  whole  transaction  of  the  naming  of  the  ISth 
DOW  the  Mogul,  had  an  intention  (as  indeed  he  of  April  was  not  very  discouraging  to  the  na- 
rationally  might,  supposing,  Uiat  we  were  as  bob  ;  not  such  as  would  induce  him  to  con- 
well  disposed  to  him  as  we  showed  ourselves  sider  this  most  detestable  of  all  projects  as  a 
afterwards)  to  surrender  himself  into  the  hands  thing  utterly  unfeasible,  and  as  such  to  aban- 
of  him,  the  nabob ;  but  at  the  same  time  don  it.  The  evening  came  on  without  any 
wished,  as  a  guarantee,  that  the  commander-  thing  to  alter  his  opinion.  Major  CaHiaud 
in-chief  of  the  English  forces  should  give  him  that  evening  came  to  the  nabob  s  tent  to  ar- 
security  for  his  life  and  his  honour,  when  he  range  some  matters  relative  to  tho  approach- 
should  in  that  manner  surrender  himself  to  the  ing  campaign.  The  business  soon  ended  with 
nabob.  I  do  not  mean,  my  lords,  by  surren-  regard  to  the  campaign  ;  but  the  prc^osal  oC 
dering,  that  it  was  supposed  he  intended  to  the  morning  to  Major  Calliaud,  as  might  be 
surrender  himself  prisoner  of  war  ;  but  as  a  expected  to  happen,  was  in  effect  renewed. 
•overeign,dubiousof  the  fidelity  of  those  about  Indeed  the  form  was  a  little  different;  but 
him,  would  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  the  subst^tial  part  remained  the  same.  Your 
fiiithful  subjects,  of  those,  who  claimed  to  de-  brdships  will  see  what  these  alterations  were, 
rive  all  their  power,  as  both  we  and  tho  nabob  In  the  evening  scene  the  persons  were  more 
did,  under  his  authority.  The  nabob  stated  numerous.  On  the  part  of  the  company, 
to  the  English  general,  that,  without  this  Eng-  Major  Calliaud,  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr.  Knoot, 
lish  security,  the  prince  would  not  deliver  and  the  ambassadour  at  the  nabob's  court, 
himselfinto  his  hands.  Here  he  confessed  he  Mr.  Warren  Hastings.  On  the  part  of  the 
found  a  difficulty.  For  the  giving  this  faith,  if  Moorish  government,  the  nabob  himself,  his 
it  were  kept,  would  defeat  his  ultimate  view,  son  Mecran,  a  Persian  secretary,  and  the  na- 
which  was,  when  the  prince  had  delivered  bob's  head  spy,  an  officer  well  known  in  thai 
himself  into  his  hands,  in  plain  terms  to  mur-  part  of  the  world,  and  of  some  rank.  These 
der  him.  This  grand  act  could  not  bo  accom-  were  the  persons  of  the  drama  in  the  evening 
{dished  without  the  English  general.  In  the  scene.  The  nabob  and  his  son  did  not  wait 
first  place,  tlie  prince,  without  the  English  se-  for  the  prince's  committing  himself  to  their 
curity,  would  not  deliver  himself  into  the  na-  faith,  which,  it  seems.  Major  Calliaud  did  not 
bob's  hands ;  and  afterwards,  without  the  Eng-  think  likely  to  happen :  so  that  one  act  of  treach- 
lish  concurrence,  he  could  not  be  murdered,  ery  is  saved ;  but  another  opened  of  as  eztra- 
These  were  difficulties,  that  pressed  upon  the  ordinary  a  na'ure.  Intent  and  eager  on  the 
mind  of  the  nabob.  execution,  and  the  more  certain,  of  their  de- 
The  English  commander  heard  tliis  asto-  sign,  they  accepted  the  plan  of  a  wicked  wretch, 
nishing  proposition  without  any  apparent  emo-  principal  servant  of  tho  then  prime  minister  to 
lion.  Being  a  man  habituated  to  great  affairs,  the  Mogul,  or  themselves  suggested  it  to  him. 
versed  in  revolutions,  and  with  a  mind  forti-  A  person  called  conery,  dewan  or  principal 
fied  against  extraordinary  events,  he  heard  it,  steward  to  Camgar  Kh&n,  a  great  chief  in  the 
and  answered  it  without  showing  any  signs  service  of  the  shilih  zadda  or  prince,  (now  tho 
of  abhorrence  or  detestation  ;  at  the  same  time  Great  Mogul,  the  sovereign,  under  whom  tbo 
with  a  protestation,  that  he  would  indeed  servo  company  holds  their  charter,)  had,  it 
him,  the  nabob,  but  it  should  be  upon  such  made  a  proposal  to  the  nabob,  that,  if  a 
tmns  as  honour  and  justice  could  support  ;  in-  derable  territory,  then  held  bv  his  master. 
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AMored  to  him,  and  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  ni-  in  eflfect,  to  the  parties  in  the  transuctML 

peee,teoortwelvethousandpounda,  secured  to  Without  a  prosecutor,  without  an  impartial 

him,  be  would  for  that  consideration,  deliver  the  director  of  the  inquiry,  they  left  it  substantiatty 

prince,  the  eldest  son  of  tlie  Mogul,  alive  into  to  tluwe  persons  to  try  ono  another  for  their 

the  hands  of  ihe  nabob ;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  common  acts.    Here  I  come  upon  the  prinei* 

effected,  he  engaged  to  murder  him  for  the  pie,  which  I  wish  most  strongly  to  mark  to 

same  reward.    But  as  the  assassin  could  not  your  lordships ;  I  mean  collusive  trials,  and 

rely  on  the  nabob  and  his  son  for  his  reward  collusive  acquittals.    When  this  matter  came 

for  this  meritorious  action,  and  thought  better  to  be  examined,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 

of  English  honour  atd  fidelity  in  such  delicate  court,  which  was  on  the  4th  of  October  1701, 

cases,  he  required,  that  Major  Caliiaud  should  the  council  consisted  of  Peter  Maguire,  Wai^ 

set  his  seal  to  the  agreement.    This  propoci-  ren  Hastings,  and  Hugh  Watts.  Mr.  Ha^ng* 

tioo  was  made  to  an  English  commander  ;  had  by  this  time  accomplished  the  business  of 

what  discourse  happened  upon  it  is  uncertain,  tesident  with  the  nabob,  and  had  taken  his 

Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  by  some  evidence  to  seat,  to  which  his  seniority  entitled  him,  in 

have  acted  as  interpreter  in  this  memorable  council.     Here   a  difficulty  arose  in  limin», 

congress.    But  Major  Caliiaud   agreed  to  it  Mr.  Hastings  was  represented  to  have  acted 

without  any  difficulty.     Accordingly  an  in-  as  interpreter  in  this  business;  he  was  there- 

strument  was  drawn,  an  indenture  tripartite  fore  himself  an  object  of  the  inquisition;  he 

prepareil  by  the  Persian  secretary,  securing  to  was  doubtful  as  evidence;  he  was  disquali6ed 

the  party  the  reward  of  this  infamous,  perfidi-  as  a  judge.     It  likewise  appeared,  that  there 

ous,  murderous  act.    First,  the  nabob  put  his  might  be  some  objection  to  others,  whose  evi- 

own  seal  to  the  murder.    The  nabob's  son,  dence  was  wanting,  but  who  were  themselves 

Meeran,  affixed  hU  seal.    A  third  seal,  the  concerned  in  the  guilt.     Mr.   Lushington's 

most  important  of  all,  was  yet  wanting.    A  evidence  would  be  useful,  but  there  were  two 

pause  ensued ;  Major  Calliaud's  seal  was  not  circumstances  rather  unlucky.    First,  he  had 

at  hand;  but  Mr.  Lushington  was  sent  near  put  the  seal  to  the  instrument  of  murder ;  and 

half  a  mile  to  bring  it.    It  was  brought  at  secondly,  and  what  was  most  material,  he 

length ;  and  the  instrument  of  blood  and  trea-  had  made  an  affidavit  at  Patna,  whilst  the 

cb^  was  completely  executed.    Three  seals  affiiir  was  green  and  recent,  that  he  had  done 

were  set  to  it.  so  ;  and  in  the  same  affidavit  had  deposed; 

This  business  of  the  three  seals,  by  some  that  Warren  Hastings  was  interpreter  in  that 

means  not  quite  fully  explained,  (as  suspcc-  transaction.     Here  were  difficulties  both  oo 

ted  by  the  parties,)  by  means  of  the  informa-  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.    The  question  was, 

tion  of  Mr  Holwell,  who  soon  after  came  home,  how  to  get  Mr.  Hastings,  the  interpreter,  oat 

was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  the  court  of  direc-  of  his  interpretation,  and  to  put  him  upon  the 

tors.    The  coiM  of  directors  wrote  out,  un-  seat  of  judgment.    It  was  effected,  howerer, 

der  date  of  the  7ih  of  October   1761,  within  and  the  manner,  in  which  it  was  effected,  was 

a  little  more  than  a  year  aAer  this  extraordi-  something  curious.    Mr.  Lushington,  who  bj 

nary  transaction,  to  this  effect : — that,  in  con-  this  time  was  got  completely  over,  himself  tells 

junction  with  the  nabob,  Major  Caliiaud  had  you,  that  in  conferences  with  Major  CaUiand, 

signed  a  paper,  offering  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  and  by  arguments  and  reasons  by  him  deli* 

rupees,  or  some  such  sum,  to  several  black  vered,  he  was  persuaded  to  unsay  his  swearings 

persons  for  the  assassination  of  the  sh^h  zadda,  and  to  declare,  that  he  believed,  that  the  an> 

or  prince  heir  apparent ;  which  paper  was  of-  davit,  which  he  made  at   Patna,  and  while 

fered   to  the  then  chief  of  Patna,  to  sign ;  the  transaction  was  recent,  or  nearly  recent, 

but  which  he  refused  on  account  of  the  infamy  must  be  a  mistake  ;  that  he  beUeved  (what  is 

of  the  measure.    As  it  appeared  in  the  same  amazing  indeed  for  any  belief)  that  not  Mr. 

light  to  them,  the  directors,  they  ordered  a  Hastings,  but  he  himself,  interpreted.     Mr. 

strict  inquiry  into  it.     The  India  company,  Lushington  completely  loses  his  own  memory, 

who  here  did  their  duty  with  apparent  manli-  and  he  accepts  an  offered,  a  given  memory,  a 

Bess  and  vigour,  were  resolved,  however,  to  do  memory  supplied  to  him  by  a  party  in  the  tran- 

it  with  gentleness,  and  to  proceed  in  a  manner,  section.   By  this  operation  all  difficulties  ars 

that  could  not  produCe  any  serious  mischief  to  removed ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  at  once  put  into  the 

the   parties   charged ;  for  they  directed  the  capacity  of  a  judffe.   He  is  declared  by  Mr 

eommission  of  inquiry  to  the  very  clan  and  set  Lushington  not  to  have  been  an  interpreter  io 

sf  people,  who,  from  a  participation  in  their  the  transaction.     After  this,  Mr.  HutiofS  is 

eommon  offences,  stood  in  awe  of  one  another ;  himself  examined.    Your  lordships  will  look  at 
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the  trtmaction  at  your  leisure,  and  I  think  peared  to  him  good  enough  to  make  a  trk)  of. 

foa  will  consider  it  as  a  pattern  for  inquiries  but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  afraid  nothing 

of  this  kind.    Mr.  Hastings  is  examined:  he  would  come  of  it.    In  general,  the  whole  gest 

does  net  recollect.    His  memory  also  fails  on  of  his  defence  comes  to  one  point,  in  which  he 

a  business,  in  wiiich  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  a  persists, — that,  whatever  the  act  might  be,  his 

man  could  be  doubtful  whether  he  was  present  mind  is  clear — "  my  hands  are  guilty,  but  my 

or  not :  he  thinks  he  was  not  there ;  for  that,  heart  is  free.'*    He  conceived,  that  it  would 

if  he  had  been  there  and  acted  as  interpreter,  be  very  improper,  undoubteilly,  to  do  such  aa 

he  could  not  have  forgot  it.  act,  if  he  suspected  any  thing  could  happen 

I  think  it  is  pretty  nearly  as  I  state  it ;  if  I  from  it ;  he,  however,  let  the  thing  out  of  his 
have  fallen  into  any  errour  or  inaccuracy  it  in  oviti  hands;  he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  others; 
easily  rectified ;  for  here  is  the  state  of  the  he  put  the  commission  into  the  hands  of  a 
transaction  given  by  the  parties  themselves,  murderer.  The  fact  was  not  denied — it  was 
On  this  inaccurate  memory  of  Mr.  Hastings,  fully  before  these  severe  judges.  The  ezte- 
not  ventunnv,  however,  to  say  positively,  that  nuation  was  the  piu-ity  of  his  heart,  and  the 
he  was  not  the  interpreter,  or  that  he  was  not  bad  situation  of  the  company's  affairs,  (the 
present,  he  is  discharged  from  being  an  ac-  perpetual  plea,  which  your  lordships  will  hear 
complice;  he  is  removed  from  the  bar,  and  of  for  ever,  and  which  if  it  will  justify  evil  ac- 
leaps  upon  the  seat  of  justice.  Tho  court  tions,  they  will  take  good  care,  tliat  the  most 
thus  completed,  Major  Caliiaud  comes  man-  nefarious  of  their  deeds  shall  never  want  a  su^ 
fully  forward  to  make  his  defence.  Mr.  Lush-  ficient  justification.)  But  then  he  calls  upon 
tngtoo  is  taken  off  his  back  in  the  manner  we  his  life  and  his  character  to  oppose  to  his  seal ; 
have  seen,  and  no  one  person  remains  but  and  though  he  has  declared,  that  Mr.  Holwell 
Captain  Knox.  Now,  if  Captain  Knox  was  had  intended  ill  to  the  nabob,  and  that  he  ap- 
there  and  assenting,  he  is  an  accomplice  too.  proved  of  those  measures,  and  only  postponed 
Captain  Knox  asserts,  that,  at  the  consultation  them,  yet  he  thought  it  necessary,  he  sajrs, 
about  the  murder,  he  said,  it  was  a  pity  to  cut  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  nabob  ;  and  from  this 
off  so  fine  a  young  fellow  in  such  a  manner,  motive  he  did  an  act  abhorrent  to  his  nature 
meaning  that  fine  young  fellow  the  prince,  the  and  which,  he  says,  he  expressed  his  abhorrence 
descendant  of  Tamerlane,  the  present  reign-  of  the  rooming  after  ho  signed  it :  not  that  he 
ing  Mogul,  from  whom  the  company  derive  did  so;  but  if  he  had,  I  believe  itwouM  only 
their  present  charter.  The  purpose  to  be  have  made  the  thing  so  many  degrees  worse 
served  by  this  declaration,  if  it  haJd  any  pur-  Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  in  this  con- 
pose,  was,  that  Captain  Knox  did  not  assent  ference,  as  stated  by  himself,  these  reasons 
to  the  murder,  and  that  therefore  his  evidence  and  apologies  for  it  did  not  appear,  nor  did 
might  be  valid.  tliey  appear  in  the  letter,  nor  any  where  else, 

The  defence  set  up  by  Major  Caliiaud  was  till  next  year  when  he  came  upon  his  triaJL 

to  this  eflfect.    He  was  apprehensive,  he  said.  Then  it  was  immediately  recollected,  that  Mr. 

that  the  nabob  was  alarmed  at  the  violent  do-  Holwell's  designs  were  so  wicked,  they  cer- 

signs,  that  were  formed  against  him  by  Mr.  tainly  must  be  known  to  the  nabob,  though  he 

Holwell ;  and  that  therefore  to  quiet  his  mind  never  mentioned  them  in  the  conference  trifthe 

(to  quiet  it  by  a  proposition  compounded  of  morning  or  the  evening  of  the  15th ;  yet  such 

murder  and  treason,  an  odd  kind  of  mind  he  was  now  tho  weight  and  prevalence  of  them 

had,  that  was  to  be  quieted  by  such  means !)  upon  the  Major's  mind,  that  he  calls  upon  Mr. 

but  to  quiet  his  mind,  and  toshow,  that  the  Eng-  Hastings  to  know  whether  tho  nabob  was  mrt 

lish  were  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with  him,  to  informed  of  these  designs  of  Mr.  HolweQ 

sell  body  and  soul  to  him,  he  did  put  his  seal  to  against  him.  Mr.  Hastings's  memory  was  not 

this  extraordinary  agreement,  he  put  his  seal  quite  correct  upon  tlio  occasion.    He  does 

to  this  wonderful  paper.    He  likewise  stated,  not  recollect  any  thing  of  the  matter.    Ho  ccr> 

that  he  was  of  opinion  at  the  time,  that  nothing  tainly  seems  not  to  think,  that  he  ever  meiH 

at  all  sinister  could  happen  firom  it,  that  no  tioned  it  to  the  nabob,  or  the  nabcb  to  him ; 

such  murder  was  likely  to  take  place,  whatever  but  he  does  recollect,  be   thinks,  speaking 

might  be  the  intention  of  the  parties.    In  fact,  something  to  some  of  tl^  nabob's  altendanor 

he  had  very  luckily  said,  in  a  letter  of  his  upon  it,  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not 

written  a  day  aflsr  the  sottin"  the  seal,  "I  On  this  state  of  things,  namely,  the  purity  of 

think  nothing  will  como  i>f  this  m^ittnr.  but  ii  is  intention,  the  necessities  of  the  company,  the 

no  harm  to  try."    This  expe'  Im'^i'ol  ^r*:•^MCh'-Ty ,  propriety  of  keeping  the  nabob  in  perfect  good 

and  »he5e  esyayit  r.f  r.v.j.^L.  il  nvin»'-T,  ip«  humour  and  removing  suspicions  firom  hii 
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«Ad,  which  eufpicioiM  he  had  never  eritre^  The  great  end  and  purpose,  for  which  I  pre 
led,  (hey  camo  to  the  resolution,  I  Khali  hire  duce  this  to  your  lordships,  is  to  shew  you  the 
the  honour  to  read  tc  you:  **  that  the  repre-  necessity  there  is   for  other   inquiries,  othei 
•entation,  given  in  the  said  defence,  (^  the  trials,  other  acquittals  of  parties  than  thoto 
state  of  the  affairs  of  the  country  at  that  time  made  by  a  collusive  c!an  abroad,  or    by  the 
(that  is,  about  the  month  of  April  1760)  is  true  directors  at  home,  who  had  required  the  parties 
•ad  just,  [that  is,  the  bad  state  of  the  country,  to  im]uire  of  tliemselves,  and  to  take  the  testi- 
which  we  shall  consider  hereafter ;]  that,  in  mony  of  tho  judges  at  secondhand,  as  to  the 
•nch  circumstances,  the  nabob's  urgent  account  conscience  of  tho   party  accused,  respecting 
if  his  own  distresses,  the  colonePs  desire  of  acts,  which  neither  tliey  nor  any  man  lining 
■aking  him  easy,  [for  here  is  a  recapitulation  can  look  upon  but  with  horrour. 
of  the  whole  defence,]  as  tho  first  thing  nece»-  I  have  troubled  your  lord^fihips  with  the  story 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  the  sod-  of  the  three  seals,  as  a  specimen  of  the  theo 
of  the  thing  proposed,  might  deprive  state  of  the  service,  and  the  {wliiics  of  the  ser- 
fera  moment  of  his  recollection,  and  sur-  vaiits,  civil  and  military,  in  the  horrid  abusea, 
him  into  a  measure,  which,  as  to  the  which  then  prevailed,  and  which   render  at 
itself,  he  could  not  approvo.     That  length  the  most  rigorous  Reformat  ion  neceasaiy. 
only  were  the  motives,  which  did  or  could  I  close  this  episode  to  resume  the  proceed- 
Colonel  Calliaud  to  assent  to  the  ings  at  the  second  revolution.    This  affair  of 
,1,  is  fully  evinced  by  tlie  deposition  of  the  three  seals  was,  wc  have  seen,  to  quiet  the 
Oapuin  Knox  and  Mr.  Lus^iingion,  that  his  fears  of  the  nabob.    His  fears  it  was,  indeed, 
£CaflSaauf«)  conwdrrwe,  at  the  time^  ntver  re-  necessary  to  quiet ;  for  your  lordshi|>s  will  see, 
fn&ehtd  him  wuh  a  bad  de*ign.^*  that  the  man,  whoso  fears  were  to  be  set  asleep 
Tour  Iordshi|is  have  heard  uf  tho  testintony  by  Major  Calliaud's  offering  him,  in  a  scheme 
of  a  person  to  his  o>vn  conscience  ;  but  the  for  murdering  his  sovereign,  an  odd  sort  of 
tefUoiony  of  another  man  to  any  cue's  con-  opiate,  made  up  of  hlood  ami  treason,  was  now 
■cieiioe— this  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  it  ever  in  a  fair  way  of  being  murdered  himself  by  the 
appeared  in  a  judicial  proceeding.  It  is  natural  machinations  of  him,  whose  seal  was  set  to  his 
lo  say,  "  my  conscience  acquits  mo  of  it ;"  but  murderous  security  of  peace,  and  by  those  his 
A^  declare,  that  "  /us  conscience  never  re-  accomplices,  Holwcll  and  Hastings ;  at  least 
proacbed  him  with  a  bad  design,  and  therefore,  they  resolved  to  put   him   in  a  situation,  in 
upon  the  whole,  they  are   satisfied,  that  his  which  his  murder  was  in  a  manner  inevitable, 
InieDtion  was  good,  though  he   erred  in  the  as  you  will  see  in  the  sequel  of  the  transactions. 
measure.'*  Now  the  plan  proceeds.  The  parties  conlinu- 
I  beg  leave  to  state  one  thing,  that  escaped  ed  in  the  camp ;  but  there  was  another  remara, 
Ae,  that  the  nabob,  who  was  one  of  the  parties  To  remove  a  nabob,  and  to  create  a  revolution, 
lo  the  design,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry,  is  not  easy ;  houses  are  strong,  who  have  sons 
a  sort  of  prisoner  or  an  exile  at  Calcutta ;  that  grown  up  ^iih  vigour  and  fitness  fcH-  the  cuin- 
bm  moooshee  was  there,  or  might  have  been  mand  of  armies.    They  are  not  easily  over- 
bad; and  that  his  spy  was  likewise  there;  and  turned  by  removing  the  principal,  unless  the 
tW^t  they,  though  parties  to  this  transaction,  secondary  is  got  rid  of :  and  if  this  rrmora  could 
were  never  called  to  account  for  it  in  any  sense  be  removed,  every  thing  was  going  on  in  a 
or  b  any  degree,  or  to  show  how  far  it  was  happy  way  in  the  business.    This  plan,  which 
■secssvy  to  quiet  the  nabob's  mind.  now  (that  is,  about  the  month  of  July)  began 
The  accomplices  by  acquitting  him  upon  to  get  into  great  ripeness  and  forwardness, 
ifcctr  testimony  to  his  conteienee  did  tJieir  busi-  Mr.  Holwell  urged  forward,  Mr.  Vansittart 
oess  noUy.    But  the  good  court  of  directors,  being  hourly  expected. 
who  were  so  easily  satisfied,  so  ready  to  con-  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  going  to  state 
dman  at  the  first  proposition,  and  so  ready  a  thing,  though  it  is  upon  tlie  records,  which 
dWwards  to  acquit,  pu'  the  *-a8l  finishing  hand  will  not  have  too  theatrical  an  appcarence  for 
of  a  master  to  it.    For  the  accomplices  acquit  the  grave  state,  in  which  we  are.     But  here 
him  of  eril  intentions,  and  excuse  his  act   The  it  i»— the  difficulty,  the  knot,  and  the  solution, 
eonrt  of  directors  disapproving  indeed  the  mea-  as  recorded  by  the  parties  themselves.    It  was 
sve,  bat  receiving  the  testimony  of  hb  con-  the  object  of  this  bold,  desperate,  designing 
■eieace  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  and  man,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  who  aimed  at  every 
Uking  up  the  whole  ground,  honourably  acquit  thing,  and  who  scrupled  not  to  do  any  thing 
him,  and  commend  this  action  as  an  instance  in  attaining  what  he  aimed  at,  to  be  appoinU 
Wharek  teal  in  their  service.  ed  the  lieutenant  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ally,  and 
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thiis  to  go.i  possession  of  his  office  during  his  AOy  Cawn  in  the  bu8ine«|  and  W    wamm 

lifetime  under  that  name,  with  a  design  of  Englishmen,  who  were  conccrnod. 
murdering  him ;  for  that  office,  according  to         The  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  Mceran  b»- 

many  usages  of  thai  country,  totally  super-  ing  thus  remoTed,  Mr.  Ynnsiitart  comes  upoa 

sedes  the  authority  of  the  first  magistrate,  the  scene.    I  Terily  believe  he  was  a  man  cf 

renders  him  a  cypher  in  his  hand,  gives  the  good  intentions,  and  rather  debouched  by  thai 

administration  of  his  afiairs  and  command  ai  amazing  flood  of  iniquity,  which  prevailed  al 

his  troops  to  the  lieutenant.    It  was  a  part  that  time,  or  hurried  and  carried  away  widi 

of  his  plan,  that  he  was,  ailer  his  appoint-  it.    In  a  few  days  he  sent  for  Major  Cafliand. 

ment  to  the  lieutenancy,  to  be  named  to  the  All  his  objections  vanish  in  an  tfulanl,-  lik* 

succession  of  the  nabob,  who  liad  several  other  that  flash  of  lightning,  every  thing  is  itutanL 

children ;  but  the  eldest  son  stood  in  the  way.  The  Major  agrees  to  perform  his  parL    Tboj 

But  as  things  hastened  to  a  crisis,  this  dif-  send  for  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  and  Mr.  Hastings, 

ficulty  was  removed  in  the  most  extraordinary  they  open  a  treaty  and  conclude  it  with  hum, 

and  providential  unheard  of  manner,  by  the  leaving  the  management  of  it  to  two  pcrsoiM, 

most  extraordinary  event,  tliat,  I  believe,  is  Mr.  Holwell  and  another  person,  whom  we  hav* 

recorded  in  history.    Just  in  the  nick  of  time,  heard  of,  an  Armenian,  called  Coja  Petmse, 

in  the  moment  (^projection,  on  the  Sd  d"  July,  who  afterwards  played  his  part  in  anoChsr 

this  prince  Meeran,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  illustrious  scene.    By  this  Potnise  and  Mr. 

bold,  active,  enterprising,  lying  asleep  in  his  Holwell  the  matter  is  settled.    The  momeBt 

tent,  is  suddenly,  without  any  one's  knowing  Mr.  Holwell  is  raised   to  be  a  secretary  of 

it,  without  any  alarm  or  menace  in  the  heavens,  state,  the  revolution  is  accomplished.    By  it 

that  ever  was  heard  of  or  mentioned,  without  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  is  to  have  the  lieutenancy 

any  one  whatever  being  hurt  or  even  alarmed  at  present,  and  the  succession.    Every  thing 

in  the  camp,  killed  with  a  flash  of  lightning,  is  put  into  his  hands,  and  he  is  to  make  for  il 

My  lords,  thus  was  the  Gordian   knot  cut.  largo  concessions,  which  you  will  hear  of 

This  prince  dies  of  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  afterwards,  to  the  company.    Cossim  Ally 

Mr.  Lushington  (of  whom  you  have  heard)  Cawn  proposed  to  Mr.  Holwell,  what  would 

comes  in  the  morning  with  his  hair  standing  have  been  no  bad  supplement  to  the  flash  of 

erect,  comes  frightened  into  the  presence  of  lightning,  the  murder  of  the  nabob ;  but  Mr. 

Major  Calliaud,  and,  with  the  utmost  alarm,  Holwell  was  a  man  of  too  mudi  honour  and 

tells  him  of  a  circumstance,  that  was  afterwards  conscience  to  suffer  that    He  instantly  flew 

to  give  them  so  much  pleasure.    The  alarm  out  a  I  it,  and  declared  the  whole  busineat 

was  immediately  communicated  to  the  Major,  shouki  stop,  unless  the  afiair  of  the  murder 

who  was  seized  with  a  fright ;  and  fearing  lest  was  given  up.    Accordingly,  things  were  so 

the  army  should  mutiny  upon  the  decUi  of  settled.    But,  if  he  gave  ^e  nabob  over  to  an 

their  chief,  it  was  contrived  in  a  manner,  that  intending  murderer,  and  delivered  his  poraooi 

I  believe  was  most  difficult  to  contrivo,  that  treasure,  and  every  thing  into  his  hands,  Co*- 

what  might  have  excited  a  general  mutinjr  aim  Ally  Cawn  might  hare  had  no  great  rett- 

was  concealed  by  the  ability,  the  grxyl  conduct,  son  to  complain  of  being  left  to  the  execution 

and  dexterity  of  Major  Caliiaud  for  iurren  days  of  his  own  prefects  in  his  own  way.    The  tren- 

together,  till  he  led  the  army  out  of  iho  place  of  ty  was  made,  and  amounted  to  this,  that  the 

danger.    Thus  a  judgment  fell  upon  one  of  the  company  was  to  receive  three  great  provinces ; 

(innocent)  murderers  in  the  scene  of  the  three  for  here,  as  we  proceed,  you  will  have  an  op- 

seab.    This  man,  who  was  probably  guilty  in  portunity  of  observing,  with  the  progress  of 

his  conscience  as  well  as  in  act,  thus  fell  by  these  plots,  one  thing,  which  has  constanfly 

that  most  lucky,  providential,  and  most  usefiil  and  uniformly  pervaded  the  whole  of  these  pre- 

flash  of  lightning.  jects,  and  which  the  persons  concerned  in  tkein 

There  were  at  that  time,  it  seems,  in  Cal-  have  avowed  as  a  principle  of  their  actionn-* 

cutta  a  wicked  sceptical  set  of  people,  who  that  they  were  first  to  take  care  of  the  coBi> 

somehow  or  other  believed,  that  humcm  agency  pany's  interest,  then  of  their  own ;  that  is,  firti 

was  concerned  in  this  electric  flash,  which  secure  to  the  company  an  enormous  bribe,  and 

came  so  very  opportunely,  and  which  was  a  under  the  shadow  of  that  bribe  to  take  afl  the 

Givour  so  thankfully  acknowledged.     These  little  emoluments  they  could  to  themselves, 

wicked,  ill-natured  sceptics  disseminated  re-  Three  great  rich  southern  provinces,  maritime, 

ports  (which  I  am  sure  I  do  not  mean  to  or  nearly  maritime,  Burdwan,   Midnapore, 

charge  or  prove,  leaving  the  eflTect  of  them  to  and  Chittagong,  were  to  be  dissevered  finooi 

you)  very  dishonourable,  I  believe,  to  Cossim  the  soubah  and  to  be  ceded  to  the  company 
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T1i4TO  were  other  minor  stipulations,  which  it  This  prince,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  the  fi-iend 

k  do;  necessary  at  present  to  trouble  you  with,  of  Mr.  Hastings,  knew,  that  those,  who  coaM 

ii|{iied,  sealed,  and  executed  at  Calcutta  be-  give,  could   take  away,  dominion.    He   had 

tiraen  these  parties  wiih  the  greatest  possible  scarcely  got  upon  the  throne,  procured  for  him 

secrecy.     The  lieutenancy  and  the  successioo  by  our  public  spirit  and  his  own    iniquities, 

were  secured  to  Cossim  Ally,  and  he  was  than  he  began  directly  and  instantly  to  fortify 

likewise  to  give  somewhere  about  the  sum  oT  himself  and  to  bend  all  his  politics  against 

iSOOJOOO  to  the  gentlemen,  who  were  con-  those,  who  wore  or  could  be  the  donors  oSfsuch 

oerned,  as  a  reward  for  serving  him  so  ctTec-  fatal  gifts.    Ho  began  with  the  natives,  who 

twQy,  and  for  serving  their  country  so  well,  were  in  their  interest,  and  cruelly  put  to  death, 

Accordingly,  these  stipulations,  actual  or  un-  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  clan, 

derstood  (for  they  were  eventually  carried  into  ail  those,  who  by  their  monicd   wealth,  or 

effect)  being  settled,  a  commission  of  delegation  landed  consideration,  could  give  any  effect  to 

consisting  chiefly  of  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Major  their  disp(»itions  in  favour  of  those  ambitious 

Calliaud,  was  sent  up  to  Moorshedabad  ;  the  strangers.    He  removed  from  Moorshedabad 

Dew  govemour  taking  this  opportunity  of  pay-  higher  up  into  the  country,  to  Monghir,  in 

iag  the  usual  visit  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  and  order  to  be  more  out  of  our  view.    He  kept 

in  a  manner,  which  a  new  govemour  coming  his  word  pretty  well,  but  not  altofcther  faith- 

iato  pbce  would  do,  with  the  detail  of  which  it  fully,  with  the  gentkmen ;  and  though  he  had 

b  not  necessary  to  trouble  you.    Mr.  Hastings  no  money,  for  his  treasury  was  empty,  he  gave 

was  at  this  time  at  thu  durbar  ;  and  having  obligations,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of 

every  thing  prepared,  and  the  ground  smooth-  Jefpa — (the  Indian  vocabulary  will  by  degrees 

ed,  they  first  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  become  familiar  to  your  lordships,  as  we  deve- 

■ibob  to  deliver  over  the  power  negotiated  for  lope  the  modes  and  customs  of  the  country.) 

into  the  hands  of  their  friend  Cossim  Ally  As  soon  as  he  had  done  this,  he  began  lo  rack 

Cawn.    But  when  the  old  man,  frightened  out  and  tear  the  provinces,  that  were  leflto  him, 

of  his  wits,  asked,  "  ^Vhat  is  it  he  has  bid  for.  to  get  as  much  from  them  as  should  compensate 

ae  T"  and  added,  "  I  will  give  half  as  much  him  for  the  revenues  of  those  great  provinces 

•([tin  to  save  myself;  pray  let  me  know  what  he  had  lost ;  and  accordingly  he  began  a  scene 

mj  price  is ;"  ho  entreated  in  vain.    They  of  extortion,  horrible,  nefarious,  without  pre- 

were  true,  firm,  and  faithful  to  their  word  and  cedent  or  example,  upon  almost  all  the  landed 

dieir  engagement.  When  he  saw  they  were  re-  interest  of  that  country.    I  mention  this,  be- 

■olred,  that  he  should  be  delivered  into  the  cause  he  is  one  of  those  persons,  whose  govern- 

hands  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  he  at  once  sur-  ments  Mr.  Hastings,  in  a  paper,  called  his 

renders  the  whole  to  him.    They  instantly  defence,  delivered  in  to  tlie  House  of  Commons, 

grmsp  it.     He  throws   himself  into  a  boat,  has   produced   as  precedents  and   examples, 

and  will  not  remain  at  home  an  hour,  but  hur-  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  follow,  and  which 

ries  down  to  Calcutta  to  leave  his  blood  at  our  he  thought  would  justify  him  in  the  conduct 

door,  if  we  should  have  a  mind  to  take  it.  But  he  has  pursued.    This  Cossim  Ally  Cawn, 

die  life  of  tlie  nabob  was  too  great  a  stake,  afler  he  had  acted  the  tyrant  on  the  landed 

pnrtly  as  a  security  fer  the  good  behaviour  of  interest,  fell  upon  the  monied   interest.    In 

Coesim  Ally  Cawn,  and  still  more  for  the  fti-  that  country  there  was  a  person  called  Juggut 

lure  use,  that  might  be  made  of  him,  to  be  SeiU    There  were  several  of  the  family,  who 

thrown  away,  or  lef\  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  were  bankers  to  such  a  magnitude  as  was  never 

who  wouU  certainly  murder  him,  and  who  was  heard  of  in  the  world.    Receivers  of  the  public 

very  angry  at  being  refused  the  murder  of  his  revenue,  their  correspondence    extended   all 

father-in-law.    The  price  of  this  second  re-  over  Asia ;  and  there  are   those,  who  are  of 

volution  was,  according  to  their  shares  in  it,  opinion,  that  the  house  of  Juggut  Seit,  indu- 

(I  believe  I  have  it  here,)  somewhere  about  ding  all  its  branches,  was  not  worth  less  than 

£JKJOflOO.   This  little efTiision  to  private  into-  six  or  seven  millions  sterling.    This  house 

roat  settled  the  matter,  and  here  ended  the  se-  became  the  prey  of  Cossim  Ally  Ca%vn ;  but 

eood  rerolution  in  the  country  ;  eflfected  indeed  Mr.  Holwell  had  predicted,  that  it  ahauld  U 

without  bloodshed,  but  with  infinite  treachery,  ddivertd  aver  to  Satan  to  be  Iniff'^tdy  (his  own 

with  infinite  mischief,  consequent  to  the  dis-  pious  expression.)     He  predicted  the  misfor- 

Menberroent  of  the  country,  and  which  had  tunes,  that  shoukl  befal  them;  and  we  chose  a 

■early  become  fatal  to  our  concerns  there,  Satan  to  buflet  them,  and  who  did   so  buflol 

like  every  thing  eUe  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  them  by  tlie  murder  of  the  principal  persons  of 

iHMi  any  share.  ^^  house,  and  by  robbing  them  of  great  tuma 
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oTtheir  wealth,  that  I  belieTo  rnich  awene  of  pcared  eveiy  where ;  they  told  at  dwir  own 

nefarious  tyranny,  destroying  and  cutting  up  the  prices,  and  forced  the  people  to  sell  to  them  at 

root  of  public  credit  in  that  country,  was  scarce  their  own  prices  also.    It  ai^>eared  more  like 

ever  known.    In  the  mean  time  Cossim  was  an  army  going  to  pillage  the  people,  under 

extending  his   tyranny   over  all,  who   were  pretence  of  commerce,  than  any  thinf  ebe. 

obnoxious  to  him ;  and  the  persons  ho  first  In  vain  the  people  claimed  the  protectko  of 

sought   were   those    traitors,  who  had  been  their  own  countiy  courts.    This  English  army 

friends  to  the  English.    Several  of  the  prin-  of  traders,  in  their  march,  ravaged  worse  diaa 


cipal  of  these  ho  murdered.     There  was  in  a  Tartarian  conqueror.    The  trade  Ib^  ear- 

the  province  of  Bahar  a  man  named  Ra-  ried  on,  and  which  more  resembled  rubbery 

marain ;  he   had  got  the  most   positive  a»-  than  comoierce,  anticipated  the  resonroea  of 

Burances  of  English  faith;  but  Mr.  Macguire,  tlie  tyrant,  and  threatened  to  leave  him  no 

a  member  of  the  council,  on  the  receipt  of  materials  (or  imposition  or  con6scation.  Thus 

5,000  gold  mohors,  or  something  more  than  this  miserable  country  was  torn  to  pieces  by 

£.8,000  sterling,  delivered  him  up  to  be  first  the  horrible  rapaciousness  ofadoubleQrnuDBy. 

imprisoned,  then  tortured,  then  robbed  in  con-  This  appeared  to  be  so  strong  a  case,  that  a 

sequence  of  the  torture,  and  finally  murdered  deputation  was  sent  to  him  at  his  new  capital 

by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn.    In  this  way  Cossim  Monghir,  to  form  a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of 

Ally  Cawn  acted,  while  our  government  looked  giving  some  relief  against  this  cruel,  cuned, 

on.    I  hardly  choose  to  mention  to  you  the  and  oppressive  trade,  which  was  worse  ereo 

&te  of  a  certain  native  in  consequence  of  a  than  the  tjnranny  of  the  sovereign.    This  trade 

dispute  with   Mr.   Mott,  a  fi'iend   of  Mr.  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  president  about  this  time^ 

Hastings,  which  is  in  tlic  company's  records —  that  is  in  1763,  who  succeeded  to  Mr.  Holwdl| 

records,  which  are  almost  buried  by  their  own  and  was  in  close  union  of  interests  with  die 

magnitude  from  the  knowledge  of  this  country,  tyrant  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  by  a  treaty  knowB 

In  a  contest  with  this  native  for  his  house  l^  the  name  of  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  agyeed 

and  property,  some  scuflle  having  happened  very  much  to  suppress  and  lo  confine  within 

between  the  parties,  the  one   attempting  to  something   like  reasonable  bounds.      There 

seize  and  the  other  to  defend,  the  latter  made  never  was  a  doubt  on  the  face  of  that  Ireatj, 

a  complaint  to  the  nabob,  who  was  in  an  entire  that  it  was  a  just,  proper,  &ir  Iransaetioo. 

subjection  at  that  time  to  the   English  ;   and  But  as  nobody  in  Bengal  did  than  believe,  that 

who  ordered  this  unfortunate  man,  on  account  rapine  was  ever  fbrebom,  but  in  favour  of  bri- 

of  this  very  scufHe  arising  from  defending  his  bery,  the  persons,  who  lost  every  advantage 

property,  to  be  blown  off  from  the  mouth  of  a  by  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  when  they  thought 

cannon.    In  short,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  your  they  saw  corrupt  negotiation  carrying  away 

kirdships  of  all  the  nefarious  transactions  of  the  prizes  of  unlawful  commerce,  and  wera 

this  man,  whom  the  intrigues  of  Mr.  Hoi  well  likely  to  see  their  trade  crippled  by  CoMim 

and  Mr.  Hastings  had  set  upon  the  throne  of  Ally  Cawn,  fell  into  a  most  violent  fury  at 

Bengal.     But  there  is  a  circumstance  in  this  this  treaty ;  and  as  the  treaty  was  made  with- 

bttsiness,  that  comes  across  here,  and  will  tend  out  the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the  ooancil, 

to  show  another  grievance,  that  vexed  that  coun-  the  company's  servants  grew  divided,  one  part 

try,  which  vexed  it  long,  and  is  one  of  the  causes  wore  the  advocates  of  the  treaty,  the  other  of 

of  its  chief  disasters,  and  which,  I  fear,  is  not  the   trade.      Tho  latter  were  universally  of 

so  perfectly  extirpated  but  that  some  part  of  its  opinion,  that  the  treaty  was  bou^  fiv  a  great 

roots  may  remain  in  the  ground  at  this  moment,  sum  of  money.    The  evidence  we  have  on 

Commerce,  which    enriches    every  other  our  records  of  the  sums  of  money,  daat  ara 

country  in  the  world,  was  bringing  Bengal  to  stated  to  have  been  paid  on  this  occasion,  baa 

total  ruin.     The  company,  in  former  times,  never  been  investigated  to  the  botUxa.    But 

«rhen  it  had  no  sovereignty  or  power  in  the  we  have  it   on  record,  that   a   great  sum 

cotffitry,  had  large  privileges  under  their  dus-  (iC .70,000)  was  paid  to  persons  conoemed  in 

tuck  or  permit ;    their  goods  passed  without  that  negotiation.    The  rest  were  exceedingly 

paying  duties  through  the  country.    The  ser-  wroth  to  see  themselves  not  profiting  by  the 

vantsof  the  company  made  use  of  this  duf  tuck  negotiation,  and  losing  the  trade,  or  likeJy  tc 

br  their  own  private  trade,  whkh,  while  it  be  excluded  from  it;  and  they  were  the  Biare 

was  used  with  moderation,  the  native  govern-  so,  because,  as  we  have  it  upon  our  joorBals, 

ment  winked  at  in  some  degree;  but,  when  it  during  all  that  time  the  trade  of  the  negottaton 

got  wholly  into  private  hands,  it  was  more  was  not  proscribed,  but  a  perwannah  was  ia> 

bke  robbery  than  trade.    These  traders  ap-  sued  by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  that  the 
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hi»  fndkdj,  Mr.  Vaniittart  and  Mr.  Hastiofi,  sim  Ally  Cawn  had  ceded,  as  it  was  (hoa|ht, 

ahould  not  Uc  subject  to  the  general  regulatioos.  rather  in  the  way  of  mortgage  than  any  thiB(« 

Thitf  fiOtvl  the  whole  settlement  with  ill  blood ;  else.    Then,  under  the  name  of  compensaiioa 

but  in  the  regulation  itself  (I  put  the  motive  for  sufferings  to  the  people  concerned  in  the 

and  the  secret  history  out  of  the  case)  un-  trade,  and  in  the  name  of  donation  lo  an  army 

d<MibiedIy  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Vansittart  and  a  navy,  which  had  little  to  do  in  this  affair, 

were  on  the  right  side.    They  had  shown  to  they  tax  him,  what  sum  do  you  think  ?   They 

a  demonstration  the  mischief  of  this  trade,  tax  that  empty  and  undone  treasury  of  that  m^ 

However,  as  the  other  party  was  strong,  and  terable  and  undone  country,  £.600/XX)  for  a 

did  not  readily  let  go  their  hold  of  this  great  private  emolument  to  themselves ;  for  the  cooh 

advantage,  first,  dissentions,  murmurs,  varioos  penstaion  for  this  iniquitioos  trade ;  for  the  com- 

Idnds  of  complaints  and  ill  blood  arose.    Coa-  pensatioii  for  abuses,  of  which  he  was  neither 

aim  Ally  was  driven  to  the  wall ;  and,  having  the  author  nor  the  abettor ;  they  tax  this  mi- 

at  the  same  time  made  what  he  thought  good  serable  prince,  £.500flOO.  That  sura  was  given 

preparations,  a  war  broke  out  at  last.    And  to  individuals.    Now  comes  the  cfmpany  at 

bow  did  it  break  out  ?      This  Cossim  Ally  home,  which,  on  hearing  this  news,  was  all  io- 

CawB  signalized  his  first  acts  of  hostility  by  flamed.    Tho  directors  were  on  fire.     They 

■n  atrocity  committed  against  tho  faith  of  were  shocked  at  it,  and  particularly  at  this 

traatiet,  against  the  niles  of  war,  against  every  donation  to  the  army  and  navy.     They  r«- 

priaeiple  of  honour.    This  intended  murderer  solved  they  would  give  it  no  countenance  tad 

of  his  &ther«in>law,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  support.    In  the  mean  time  the  gentlemen  did 

aviated  to  raise  to  the  throne  of  Bengal,  well  not  trouble  their  heads  upon  that  subject,  but 

knowing  his  character  and  his  dispositiun,  and  meant  to  exact  and  get  their  £.600,000  as  they 

sraO  knowing  what  such  a  man  was  capable  could. 

it  doing,  this  man  massacred  the  English  Here  was  a  third  revolution  bought  at  thii 
srbareTor  he  met  them.  There  were  two  hun-  amazing  sum,  and  this  poor  miserable  prince 
Irad  or  thereabouts  of  the  company's  servants,  first  dragged  from  Moorshedabad  to  Calcottai 
or  tiiair  dependants,  slaughtered  at  Patna  with  then  dragged  back  from  Cakulta  to  Moor- 
•rery  circumstance  of  the  most  abominable  shed  *  td,  the  sport  of  fortune,  and  the  play* 
aveky.  Their  limbs  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  thing  of  avarice.  This  poor  man  is  again  set 
•yrant,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  set  up,  cut  and  up,  but  is  left  with  no  authority  ;  his  troops 
Wrkttd  the  limbs  of  British  subjects  in  the  limited,  his  person — every  thing  about  him  in 
antt  cruel  and  perfidious  manner ;  threw  them  a  manner  subjugated,  a  British  resident  the 
inio  wells,  and  polluted  the  waters  of  the  coun-  master  of  his  court :  he  is  set  up  as  a  pageant 
try  with  British  blood.  Immediately  war  is  on  this  throne,  with  no  other  authority  but 
dedared  against  him  in  form.  That  war  sets  what  woukl  be  sufficient  to  give  a  counte 
tiia  whole  country  in  a  blaze ;  and  then  other  nance  to  presents,  gifts,  and  donations.  That 
partiea  begin  to  appear  upon  the  scene,  whose  authority  was  always  left,  when  all  the  rest 
liamactions  you  will  find  yourselves  deeply  was  taken  away.  One  would  have  thought, 
eoAeerned  in  hereafter.  that  this  revolution  might  have  satisfied  th«e 
As  soon  as  war  was  declared  against  Coasim,  gentlemen,  and  that  the  money  gained  by  it 
it  was  necessary  to  resolve  to  put  up  another  wouU  have  been  sufficient.  No.  The  par- 
nabob,  and  to  have  another  revolution  ;  and  tisans  of  Coasim  Ally  wanted  another  revohi- 
where  do  they  resort  but  to  the  man,  whom,  tion.  The  partinns  of  the  other  side  wi^ed 
(or  his  alleged  tyranny,  for  his  incapacity,  for  to  have  something  more  done  in  the  present. 
Iha  numberless  iniquities  he  was  said  to  have  They  now  began  to  think,  that  to  depeaa 
eonnnitted,  and  for  hii  total  unfitness  and  dis-  Coasim  instantly,  and  to  sell  him  to  another, 
indiaation  to  all  the  duties  of  government,  was  too  much  at  one  time  ;  especially  as 
Ibey  had  dethroned.  This  very  man  they  take  Cossim  Ally  was  a  man  of  vigour  and  rsaa- 
op  again  to  place  on  tlie  throne,  rom  which  lution,  carrying  on  a  fierce  war  against  thank 
they  had  about  two  years  before  lemoved  him.  But  what  do  you  think  they  did  ?  They  ba> 
and  Cat  the  effecting  of  which  tlicy  had  com-  gan  to  see,  finom  the  example  of  Cossim  AUy, 
BaiUad  so  many  iniquities.  Even  this  rovdu-  that  the  lieutenancy,  the  ministry  of  the  king, 
tioo  was  not  made  without  being  paid  for.  was  a  good  thing  to  be  sold,  and  the  sale  of 
Aaeording  to  the  usual  order  of  procession,  in  that  might  turn  out  as  good  a  thing  as  dm 
wbkh  the  youngest  walk  first — First  comes  sale  of  the  prince.  For  this  office  thart 
Cba  oonpany ;  and  the  company  had  secured  were  two  rival  candidates,  persons  of  graat 
a  it  b  perpetuity  those  provinces  which  Cot-  oonaideralioo  in  Bengal  ,  one,  a  prindpal 
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Bfahomedan  called  Mahomed  Reza  Oawn,  a  maoej,  bat  did  him  no  ■errioe  m  ratim 

■an  of  high  au'.Kor-.ty, — great  piety  ic  his  own  others,  more  eonscientious,  refiised  to  rseehr* 

religion, — ^eat  leiming  in  the  law,— of  the  it :  and  in  this  battle  of  bribes  he  was  vaaqoiab- 

very  first  class  of  Mahocnedan  nobility :  hot  ed.    A  deputation  was  sent  from  Calcaua  to 

at  the  same  time,  on  all  ( jese  accounts,  he  the  miserable  nabob,  to  tear  Nmidcomar,  his 

was  abhorred  and  dreaded  by  the  nabob,  who  only  support,  from  his  side ;  and  to  put  the  bb- 

necessarily  feared,  that  a  man  of  Mahomed  ject  of  afl  his  terroure,  Mahomed  Rexa  Cawn, 

Reza  Cawn*s  description  would  be  considered  in  his  place. 

as  better  entitled  and  fitter  for  his  seat,  as         Thus  began  a  new  dirtsioo,    that    split 

nabob  v/  the  provinces.  the  presidency  into  violent  factioos  ;  but  the 

To  balance  him,  there  was  another  man,  (action,  which  adhered   to  Nnndcomar,  was 

known  by   the  name    of  the    great — Rajah  undoufaCedly  the  weakest.    That  moat  miser- 

Nundcoroar  :  this    man  was    accounted   the  able  of  men,  MeerJaflier  ADy  Cawn,  clinging, 

bi^iest  of  his  cast,  and  held  the  same  rank  as  to  the  last  pillar,  to  Nondoomar,  trembling 

among  the  GentQs,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  at  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  died  in  the  struggle, 

obtained  among  the  Mahomedans.   The  prince  a  miserable  rictim  to  all  the  revoiutkns,  to  all 

on  the  throne  had  no  jealousy  of  Nundcomar,  the  successive  changes  and  versatile  politics 

because  he  knew,  that,  as  a  GentA,  he  couki  at  Cakutta.    Like  all  the  rest  of  the  great 

not  aspire  to  the  office  of  soubahdar.     For  personages,  whom    we   have  degraded    and 

that  reason  he  was  firmly  attached  to  him ;  he  brutalized  by  insult  and  oppression,  he  betook 

might  depend  completely  on  his  services ;  he  himself  to  the  usual  destructive  resources  of 

was  ha  against  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  and  imprincipled  misery— eensuality,  opium,  and 

against  the  whole  worid.    There  was,  how-  wine.    His  gigantic  frame  of  constitutioa  aoon 

ever,  a  flaw  in  the  nabob*s  title,  which  it  was  gave  way  under  the  oppression  of  this  relieT, 

necessary  shoukl  be  hid.    And  perhaps  it  lay  and  he  died,  leaving  children  and  grand-chil- 

against  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  as  well  as  him.  dren  by  wives  and  concubines.    On  the  old 

But  it  was  a  source  of  apprehension  to  the  nabob's  death  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn   was 

nabob,  and  contributed    to  make  him  wish  acknowledged  deputy  nabob,  the  money  paid, 

to  keep  all  Mahomedan  influence  at  a  dis-  and  this  revolution  completed, 
tance.     For  he  was  a  syed,  that  is  to  say.         Here,  my  lords,  opened  a  new  source  of 

adescendant  of  Mahomed,  and  as  such,  though  plunder,  peculation,  and  bribe/y ,  which  was  not 

ofthe  only  acknowledged  nobility  among  Mus-  neglected.     Revolutions  were  no  longer  ne- 

sulmen,  would  be  by  that  circumstance  exclud-  cessary,  succession  supplied  their  places ;  and 

ed  by  the  known  laws  of  the  Mogul  empire  well  the  object  agreed  with  the  policy.    Rules 

from  being  soubahdar  in  any  of  the  Mogul  of  succession  could  not  be  very  well  ascertained 

provinces,  in  case  the  revival  of  the  constitu-  to  an  office  like  that  of  the  nabob,  which  was 

tion  of  that  empire  should   ever  again  take  hereditary  only   by  the  appointment  of  the 

place.  Mogul.    The   issue  by  lawfiil  wives  wouU 

An  auction  was  now  opened  before   the  naturally  be  preferred  by  those  who  meant  the 

English  council  at  Calcutta.   Mahomed  Reza  quiet  of  the  country.    But  a  more  doubtful 

Cawn  bid  largely ;  Nundcomar  bid  largely,  title  was  preferred,  as  better  adapted  to  the 

The  circumstances  of  these  two  rivals  at  the  purposes  of  extortion  and  peculation.     Thu 

nabob's  court  were  equally  favourable  to  tho  miserable  succession  was  soU,  and  the  oldeat 

pretensions  of  each.    But  the  preponderating  of  the  issue  of  Munny  Begum,  tn  harlot, 

merits  of  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn.  arising  from  brought  in  to  pollute  the  haram  ofthe  seraglio, 

the  subjection,  in  which  he  was  likely  to  keep  of  whom  you  will  hear  much  hereafter,  was 

the  nabob,  and  make  him  fitter  for  the  purpose  chosen.     He  soon  succeeded  to  the  grave. 

of  continued  exactions,  induced  the  council  to  Another  son  ofthe  same  prostitute  snoceeded 

to  take  his  money,  which  amounted  to  about  to  tho  same  unhappy  throne,  and  followed  to 

£.220,000.    Be  the  sum  paid  what  it  may,  it  the  same  untimely  grave.    Every  succesaion 

was  certainly  a  large  one.    In  consequence  of  was  sold ;  and  between  venal  successloiis,  and 

which  the  council  attempted  to  invest  Mahoro-  venal  revolutions,  in  a  very  few  yean  seven 

sd  Reza  Cawn  with  the  office  of  naib  soubah  princes  and  six  sales  were  seen  succeasirely  in 

or  deputy  viceroy.     As  to  Nundcomar,  they  Bengal.    The  last  was  a  minor,  the  issue  of  a 

fell  upon  him  with  a  vengeful  fury :  he  fought  legitimate  wife,  admitted  to  succeed  because 

his  battle  as  well  as  he  could ;  he  opposed  a  minor,  and  because  there  was  none  illegiti> 

bribe  lo  bribe,  eagle  to  eagle ;  but  at  length  he  mate  left.    He  was  instantly  stripped  of  tha 

was  driven  to  the  wall.    Some  received  his  allowance  of  his  progeritors,  and  reduced  to  a 


CF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  S3 

DCfuion  of  £.160,000  a  year.    He  still  exists,  unheal^  of  exactions.   However,  he  fought  his 

•Of)  oootinued  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Hastings's  way  hke  a  retiring  lion,  turning  his  face  to  his 

yyvenunent,  to  furnish  constant  sources  of  pursuers.    He  still  fought  along  his  fronti«)r. 

bribery  and  plunder  lo  him  and  his  creatures.  His  ability  and  his  money  drew  to  his  caoM 

The  offspring  of  Munny  Begum  clinging,  the  soubahdar  of  Oude,  the  famous  Shuja  ill 
ma  his  father  did,  to  Nundconuir,  they  tore  Dowla.  The  Mogul  entered  into  these  wait, 
Nimdcomar  from  his  side,  as  they  had  done  and  penetrated  into  the  lower  provinces  on  one 
6noiD  the  side  of  his  father,  and  carried  him  >ide,  whilst  Bui  want  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Bo- 
down  as  a  sort  of  prisoner  to  Calcutta  ;  where,  nares,  entered  them  on  another.  Afler  variooi 
haniig  had  the  weakness  to  become  the  first  changes  of  party,  and  changes  of  fortune,  tht 
infiw  iner,  he  was  made  the  first  example.  This  loss,  which  began  in  the  treachery  of  the  civil 
parson,  pushed  to  the  wall,  and  knowing,  that  service,  was,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  r^ 
dM  maa  he  had  to  deal  with,  was  desperate  deemed  by  military  merit.  Many  example! 
sod  cruel  in  his  resentments,  resolves  on  the  of  the  same  sort  have  since  been  seen. 
fine  blow,  and  enters  before  the  council  a  re-  Whilst  these  things  were  transacted  in  India, 
gnlar  information  in  writing,  of  bribery  against  the  court  of  directors  in  London,  hearing  of  so 
Mr.  Hastings.  In  his  preface  to  that  diarge  many  changes,  hearing  of  such  an  incredible 
ho  excuses  himself  for  what  is  considered  to  niass  of  perfidy  and  venality,  knowing,  that 
be  an  act  equally  insane  and  wicked,  and  as  there  was  a  general  market  made  of  tho 
liio  one  inexpiable  crime  of  an  Indian — the  country  and  of  the  company ;  that  the  flamo 
discovery  of  the  money  he  gives; — that  Mr.  of  war  spread  from  province  to  province;  that, 
Hastings  had  declaredly  determined  on  his  rain,  in  proportion  as  it  spread,  the  fire  glowed  with 
and  Co  accomplish  it  had  newly  associated  hin>-  augmented  fierceness  ;  and  that  the  rapacity, 
■elf  with  one  Mohun  Persaud,  a  name  I  wish  which  originally  gave  rise  to  it,  was  following 
your  lordships  to  remember,  a  bitter  enemy  of  it  in  all  its  progress ;  the  company,  my  lords, 
hu,  an  infamous  person,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  alarmed  not  only  for  their  acquisitions  but 
knew  to  be  such,  and  as  such  had  turned  him  their  existence,  and  finding  themselves  sinking 
oot  of  his  house  ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  lately  lower  and  lower  by  every  victory  they  obtained, 
recalled,  and  held  frequent  communications  thought  it  necessary  at  length  to  come  to  sum 
with  this  Mohun  Pcrsuad,  the  subject  of  system  and  some  settlement.  Af\er  composing 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  his  ruin.  In  the  their  differences  with  Lord  Clive,  they  sent 
year  1775  he  was  hanged  by  those  incorrupt  him  out  to  that  counu-y  about  the  year  1765, 
English  judges,  who  were  sent  to  India  by  in  order,  by  his  name,  weight,  authority,  and 
parliament  to  protect  the  natives  from  oppres"  vigour  of  mind,  to  give  some  sort  of  form  and 
sion.  stability  to   goverment,   and  to  rectify  the 

Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  this  new  innumerable  abuses,  which  prevailed  there ; 

sale  of  the  office  of  ministers  succeeded  to  the  and  particularly  that  great  source  of  disorders, 

sale  of  that  of  nabobs.    All  these  varied  and  that   fundamental    abuse— presents :  for  the 

auecesvive  sales  shook  tho  country  to  pieces,  bribes,  by  which  all  these  revolutions  were 

As  if  those  miserable  exhausted  provinces  were  bought,  had  not  the  name  of  conditions,  stipu* 

tobe cured  of  inanition  by  phlebotomy — while  lations,  or  rewards;  they  even  had  the  free 

Cocstm  Ally  was  racking  it  above,  the  com-  and  gratuitous  style  of  presents.    The  rocei- 

pany  were  drawing  off  all  its  nutriment  below,  vers  contended,  that  they  were  mere  gratuitioa 

A  dreadful,  an  extensive,  and  most  chargeable  given  for  service  done,  or  mere  tokens  of  af- 

war  followed.  Half  the  northern  force  of  India  fection  and  gratitude  lo  the  parties.     Thoy 

poured  down  like  a  torrent  on  Bengal,  eodan-  may  give  them  what  names  they  please,  and 

gored  our  existence,  and  exhausted  all  our  ro-  your  lordships  will  think  of  them   what  you 

•oorces.    The  war  was  the  fruit  of  Mr.  Has-  please.    But  they  were  the  donations  of  mi- 

tmg8*s  cabals.    Its  termination,  as  usual,  was  sery  to  power,  the  gifls  of  sufferers  to  tho 

the  result  of  the  military  merit,  and  the  for-  oppressours;   and   consequently,  where  they 

lane  of  this  nation.   Cossim  Ally,  afler  having  prevailed,  they  loft  no  certain  property  or  fixed 

been  defeated  by  the  military  genius  and  spirit  situation  to  any  man  in  India,  from  the  highest 

of  England,  (for  the  Adamses,  Monroes,  and  to  the  lowest. 

ochera  of  that  period,  I  believe,  showed  as  much  The  court  of  directors  sent  out  orders  to 

riiill  and  bravery  as  any  of  their  predecessors,)  enlarge  the  servants*  covenants,  with  new  and 

IB  his  flight  swept  away  above  three  millions  severe  clauses,  strongly  prohibiting  the  prac- 

in  money,  jewels,  or  efl^ects,  out  of  a  country,  tico  of  receiving  presents.     Lord  Clive  hinw 

«hick  ho  had  plundered  and  exhausted  by  his  self  had  been  a  large  receiver  of  them.    Yot 
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m  it  waa  in U^  roomeot  ofamroiatiaot  wfaidi  re-estaUidwd  huB  io  a  MCVe,CHj 

fftre  them  all   they  po— f  ed,  the  compaov  deocy.    He  ooBfirmed  bim,  under  ifas  British 

would  hear  no  more  of  ii.     Tber  tent  him  gaunutfce,  in  the  rich  prinripnlilr,  ivfaich  be 

ffH  to  retuTui — whether  they  chose  well  or  ill,  held. 

does  not  signify.  I  think,  upoo  the  whole,  The  Mogul,  the  bead  of  the  MiwiMiniii 
ihey  chcpfe  well ;  because  hii  name  and  autho-  reUgioo  in  India,  and  of  the  Indian  eonpire,  a 
rity  could  do  much.  They  sent  him  out  to  bead  honoured  and  esteemed  even  in  its  runs, 
redres*  the  grierances  of  that  country,  and  it  be  procured  to  be  recognired  fay  ail  the  pprw»s, 
was  necessary  he  should  be  well  armed  fiar  that  were  connected  with  hu  empire.  Tba 
that  service.  They  sent  him  out  with  such  rents,  that  oug^  to  be  paid  to  the  rizier  of  tba 
powers  as  no  servant  of  the  company  ever  empire,  he  gave  to  the  vizereL  Thus,  oar 
held  before.  I  would  not  be  understood  here  aMJancx  were  cemented;  our  enenues  were 
in  my  own  character,  much  less  in  the  dele-  reconciled;  all  Asia  was  conciliated  by  our 
gated  character,  in  which  I  stand,  to  contend  aettlement  with  the  king. 
lor  any  man  in  the  totahty  of  his  conduct.  To  that  unhappy  fugitive  king,  driven  from 
Perhaps  in  9ome  of  his  measures  he  was  mis-  place  to  place,  the  sport  of  fortune,  now  an 
taken,  and  in  some  of  his  acts  reprehensible :  empeiour,  and  now  a  prisoner,  prayed  for  in 
but  justice  obliges  me  to  say,  thai  the  plan,  every  moeque,  in  which  his  authority  was  oon- 
which  he  fr^rmed,  and  the  course,  which  he  spired  against,  one  day  opposed  by  the  coin 
pursued,  were  in  general  great  and  well  ima-  Struck  in  his  name,  and  the  other  day  sold  for 
gined  ;  that  he  laid  great  (bundations,  if  they  it,  to  this  descendant  of  Tamerlane  he  aUotted, 
had  been  properly  built  upon.  For,  in  the  with  a  decent  share  of  royal  dignity,  an  bo- 
6rst  place,  he  composed  all  the  neighbouring  nourable  fixed  residence,  where  be  might  be 
countries,  torn  to  pieces,  by  the  wars  of  Cos-  useful,  and  could  not  be  dangerous, 
iim  Ally,  and  quieted  the  apprehensions,  raised  As  to  the  Bengal  provinces,  be  did  not  take 
by  the  opinioo  of  the  bouiMUess  ambition  of  for  the  company  the  vice-royal^,  as  Mr. 
England.  He  look  fttrong  measures  to  put  Holwell  woukl  have  persuaded,  alinost  forced, 
an  end  to  a  great  many  of  the  abases,  that  pre-  the  company  to  do ;  but,  to  satisfy  the  preju- 
railed  in  the  country  subject  to  the  company,  dices  of  the  Mahomedans,  the  country  was  left 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  upper  provinces;  inlhehandsnominally  of  the  soubah  or  viceroy, 
and  formed  a  plan,  which,  for  a  miliiary  man,  who  was  to  administer  the  criminal  justice  and 
has  great  civil  and  political  merit.  He  put  the  exteriour  forms  of  royalty.  He  obtained 
a  bound  to  the  aspiring  spirit  of  the  company's  from  the  sovereign  the  dewannee.  This  is  the 
servants ;  he  limited  its  conquests  ;  ho  prescrib-  great  act  of  the  constiuitional  entrance  of  the 
ed  bounds  to  its  ambition.  First  (says  he)  company  into  the  body  politic  of  India.  It 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  country  ;  what  you  have  gave  to  the  settlement  of  Bengal  a  fixed  con- 
obtained,  regulate  ;  make  it  known  to  India,  stilutional  form,  with  a  legal  title  acknowledg- 
ihat  you  rosf>lvc  to  acquire  no  inoro.  On  this  ed  and  recognized  now  for  the  first  tune  by  all 
solid  plan  he  fixed  every  prince,  that  was  con-  tlie  natiual  powers  of  the  country,  because  it 
cemed  in  the  preceding  wara,  on  the  ono  side  arose  from  the  charter  of  the  luidouhted  so- 
and  on  the  other  in  an  happy  and  easy  settle-  ycreign.  The  dewannee,  or  high-stewardship, 
raent.  He  restored  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  who  had  gave  to  the  company  tho  collection  and  manage 
been  driven  from  his  dominions  by  the  military  ment  of  tlie  revenue ;  and  in  thk  modest  aind 
arm  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  rank  of  vizier,  civil  character  they  appeared  not  the  <^»preB- 
and  to  tho  Joniinicn  uf  the  territories  of  Oude.  sours  but  tlie  protectors  of  the  people.  This 
With  a  generosity,  that  astonished  all  Asia,  schemo  had  all  tho  real  power,  without  any 
he  reinstated  this  expe'.led  enemy  of  his  lialion  invidious  appearance  of  it;  it  gave  them  the 
peaceably  upon  his  tlut>ne.  Ajid  this  r.ct  of  revenue,  without  tho  parade  of  sovereignty. 
politic  generosity  did  more  towards  quieting  On  this  double  foundation  the  government  was 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  Asia  than  all  the  tor-  happily  settled.  Tho  minds  of  the  natives 
rour,  great  as  it  was,  of  the  English  arms.  At  were  quieted.  Tho  company's  territories  and 
the  samo  time  LordClive,  generouKtoall,  took  views  wcro  circumscribed.  The  arm  of  force 
peculiar  care  of  our  friends  and  allies.  Ho  was  put  out  of  sight.  The  imperial  name 
took  care  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the  great  rajah  of  covered  every  thing.  The  power  of  the  poae 
Benares,  who  had  taken  our  part  in  the  war.  was  in  the  hand  of  the  company.  The  power 
He  secured  him  from  the  revenge  of  Shuja  ul  of  the  sword  was  in  effect  so,  as  they  eon- 
Dowla.  The  Mogid  had  granted  us  the  su-  iracted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army.  The 
periority  over  Bulwant  Sing.     LordClive  company  had  a  revenue  of  a  million  and  a  half 
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Tbe  nabob  had  indeed  fallen  from  any  real  and  chief  abuses.    It  was  composed  of  Mr.  Van- 

•fiective  power,  yet  the  dignity  of  llie  court  sittart,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.   Scranon.    The 

WM  maintained ;  the  prejudices  and  interests  unfortunate  end  of  that  commission  is  known 

oC  the  Mahomodans,  and  particularly  of  their  to  all  the  world :  but  I  mention  it  in  order  to 

•obility,  who  had  suffered  more  by  this  great  state,  that  the  receipt  of  presents  was  consi- 

revolution  even  than  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  dered  as  one  of  the  grievances,  which  then 

country,  were  cons>jltcd :  for  by  this  plan  a  prevailed  in  India ;  and  that  the  supervisors 

revemie  of  £.500,000  was  settled  on  the  vice-  imder  that  commission  were  ordered  upon  no 

niyalty,  which  was  thus  enabled  to  provide  in  account  whatever  to  take  presents.    Upon  the 

•ome  moasurc  fur  those  great  families.    The  unfortunate  catastrophe,  which  happened,  the 

eoiupany  likewise,  by  this  plan,  in  order  to  company  was  preparing  to  send  out  another  for 

CBjoy  their  revenues  securely,  and  to  avoid  the  rectification  of  these   grievances,  when 

cavy  and  murmur,  put  them  into  the  hands  of  parliament  thought  it  necessary  to  supersede 

Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  whom  Lord  Clive  found  that  commission — to  take  tlie  matter  into  their 

in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  did  not  dis-  own  bands,  and  to  appoint  another  commission 

place;  and  he  was  now  made  deputy  steward  in  a  parliamentary  way  (of  which  Mr.  Hastings 

to  the  company,  as  he  had  been  before  lieu-  was  one)  for  the  better  government  of  that 

leoant-viceroy  to  the  nabob.    A  British  resi-  country*    Mr.  Hastings,  as  I  must  mention  to 

dent  at  Moorshedabad  was  established  as  a  your  lordships,  soon  aflcr  the  deposition  and 

eontroul.    The  company  exercised  their  iK)wer  restoration  of  Jaffier  Ally  Cjiwn,  and  before 

over  the  revenue  in  the  first  instance,  through  Lord  Clive  arrived,  qt***  ^d  for  a  while  the 

iho  natives,  but  the  British  resident  was  in  scene,   in  which  ho  h.ia  been  so  mischie- 

reality  the  great  mover.  Tously  employed,  and  returned  to  England  to 

If  ever  this  nation  stood  in  a  situation  of  strengthenhimselfby  those  cabals,  which  again 

^ory  throughout  Asia,  it  was  in  that  moment,  sent  him  out  with  new  autliority  to  pursuo  the 

But  as  I  have  said,  some  material  errours  and  courses,  which  were  tho  natural  sequel  to  his 

nistakes  were  committed.    After  the  forma-  former  proceedings.  Ho  returned  to  India  with 

lioD  of  this  plan,  Lord  Clive  unfortunately  did  great  power  indeed ;  first,  to  a  seat  in  council 

■oC  stay  long  enough  in  the  country  to  give  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  from  thence  to  succeed 

oontistency  to  the  measures  of  reformation  he  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  William.     On  him 

had  undertaken,  but  rapidly  returned  to  Eng-  the  company  placed  their  chief  reliance.  Hap- 

btfid ;  and  afler  his  departure  the  government,  py  had  it  been  for  them,  happy  for  India,  and 

that  continued,  had  not  vigour,  or  authority,  to  for  England,  if  his  conduct  had  been  such  as  to 

•upport  the  settlement  then  made ;  andconsi-  spare  your  lord:ihips  and  the  Conmions  the 

durable  abuses  began  to  prevail  in  every  quarter,  exliibition  of  this  day. 

Another  capital  period  in  our  history  here         When  this  government,  with  Mr.  Hastings 

eommences.    Those,  who  succeeded  (though  at  the  head  of  it,  was  settled,  Moorshedabaid 

I  believe  one  of  them  was  one  of  the  honcstest  did  still  continue  the  scat  of  the  native  govern 

nen,  that  ever  served  the  company,  1  mean  mcnt,  and  of  all  tlie  collections.    Here  the 

fovemour  Ycrclst)  had  not  weight  enough  to  company  was  not  satisfied  with  placing  a  ro- 

poise  the  system  of  the  service,  and  conso-  sident  at  the  dubar,  which  was  the  first  step  to 

qoently  many  abuses  and  grievances  again  our  assuming  the  government  in  that  country, 

prevailed — supervisors  wore  appointed  to  every  These  steps  must  be  traced  by  your  lordships, 

district,  as  a  check  on  the  native  collectors,  for  I  should  never  have  given  you  this  trouble, 

aad  to  report  every  abuse,  as  it  should  arise,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to  possess  you  cfearly 

But   they,   who  were  appointed  to   redress  of  the  several  progressive  steps,  by  which  th 

grievances,  were  themselves  accuse^  of  being  company's  government  came  to  be  establishea 

guilty  of  them.     However  tho  disorders  were  and  to  6U|>ersede  the  native.     The  next  ttep 

ooC  oir  that  violent  kind,  which  preceded  Mr.  was  the  appointment  of  supervisors  in  every 

Hastings's  departure,  nor  such  as  followed  his  province,  to  oversee  the  native  collector.    The 

return— no  mercenary  wars — no   mercenary  third  was  to  establish  a  general  council  of 

revolutions,  no  extirpation  of  nations,  no  vio-  revenue  at  Moorshedabad,  to  superintend  the 

lent  convulsions  in  tlie  revenue,  no  subversion  great  steward  Maliomod   Reza  Cawn.      lo 

ii  antient  houses,  no  general  sales  of  any  1772  that  council  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  over- 

^Qscriptions  of  men — none  of  these,  but  cer-  turned,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  ro- 

lainly  such  grievances  as  made  it  necessary  venue  brought  to  Calcutta.    Mahomed  Rea 

for  the  company  to  send  out  another  commit-  Cawn,  by  orders  of  the  company,  was  tumod 

in  1769,  with  insuruciions  pointing  out  the  out  of  all  his  offices,  and  turned  out  for 
Vol.  hi— 21 
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and  principles,  which  your  lordship*  will  here-  ofikse ;  k  is  a  head  of  the  btw  of 
after  see ;  and  at  last  the  devnuuRe  was  en-  and,  so  ^  as  inferiour  courts  ar« 
tirely  taken  out  of  the  natire  hands,  and  set-  to  try  it,  may  be  tried  in  them.  Here,  yov 
tied  in  tho  supremo  council  and  presidency  lordships*  competence  b  plenary;  yoa  ara 
itself  in  Calcutta ;  and  so  it  remained  until  the  fully  competent  both  to  inquire  into,  and  to 
year  1781,  when  Mr.  Hastings  made  another  punish  the  ofience.  And,  fvst,  I  am  to  stilt 
revolution,  took  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  so-     to   yoor  k)rdahips,  by  the  direction  of  tlioaa, 

preme  council,   in  which  the  orders  of  the  whom  I  am  bouiid  to  obey,  the  principle*,  «■ 

eompany,  an  act  of  parliament,  and  their  own  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  ho  has  cooduct- 

act  had  vested  it,  and  put  it  into  a  subordinate  ed  his  government;  principles,  which  he  las 

council — that   is,  it  was   entirdy  vested   in  avowed---(irst,  in  several  letters  written  to  the 

himself.  East-India  Company — next,  in   a  paper  cf 

Now  your  lordships  see  the  whole  of  the  defence,  delivered  to  the  Hoose  of  Commana, 
revolutions.  I  have  stated  them,  I  trust,  with  explicitly ;  and  more  explicitly  in  his  defeBoa 
perspicuity — stated  the  grounds  and  principles  before  your  kxtlships.  Nothing  in  Mr.  Hit 
opon  which  they  were  made— stated  the  tings*s  proceedings  is  so  curioos  as  his  sa- 
abuses,  that  grew  upon  them — and  that  every  veral  defences ;  and  nothing  in  the  defences  ■ 
revolution  produced  its  abuse.  You  saw  the  so  singtdar,  a<v  the  princifrfes,  opoa  which  he 
native  government  vanish  by  degrees,  until  it  proceeds.  Your  lordships  will  have  to  decide 
was  reduced  to  a  situation  fit  for  nothing  but  not  only  upon  a  lai^,  connected,  systematic 
to  become  a  private  perquisite,  as  it  has  been  train  of  misdemeanours,  but  an  equally  ooD- 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  be  granted  to  whom  nerted  system  of  principles  and  "Mififnf  f£ 
he  pleased.  Tho  English  government  sue-  government,  invented  to  justify  those  misifct 
ceeded,  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  meanours.  He  has  brought  them  forward  aad 
was  placed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  having  be-  avowed  them  in  the  &ce  of  day.  He  hat 
(on  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  council —  boldly  and  iisultingly  thrown  them  in  the  &et 
the  express  object  of  both  these  appointments  of  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and  we 
being  to  redress  grievances ;  and  within  these  cannot  pass  them  by  without  adopting  thenL 
two  periods  of  his  power,  as  president  and  I  am  directed  to  protest  against  those  groondi 
govemour-general,  were  those  crimes  commit-  and  principles,  upon  which  he  frames  his  de- 
ted,  of  which  he  now  stands  accused.  All  this  fence;  for,  if  those  grounds  are  good  and 
history  is  merely  by  way  of  illustration — his  valid,  they  carry  off*  a  great  deal  at  least,  if 
crimination  begins  from  his  nomination  to  not  entirely  the  foundation  of  our  charge.  My 
the  presidency  ;  and  we  are  to  consider  how  krnls,  we  contend,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a 
he  comported  himself  in  that  station,  and  in  British  govemour,  ought  to  govern  on  British 
his  office  of  govemour-general.  principles,  not  by  British  forms— Grod  forbid ; 

The  first  thing,  in  considering  the  merits  for,  if  ever  there  was  a  case,  in  whidi  the 

or  demerits  of  any  govemour,  is  to  have  some  letter  kills  and  the  spirit  gives  life,  it  wouU  be 

test,  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried.     And  an  attempt  to  introduce  British  fonns  and  die 

here,  my  lords,  we  conceive,  that  when  a  Bri-  substance  of  despotic  princifJes  together  into 

tish  govemour  is  sent  abroad,  he  is  sent  to  pur-  any  country.      No.    We  call  for  that  spirit 

sue  tho  good  of  the  people  as  much  as  possible  of  equity,  that  spirit  of  justice,  that  spirit  of 

in  the  qiirit  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  which  protection,  that  spirit  of  lenity,  which  oo^t  to 

in  all  respects  intend  their  conservation,  their  characterize  every  British  subject  in  power; 

happiness,  and  their  prosperity.     This  is  the  and  on  these,  and  these  principles  only,  he 

principle,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  will  be  tried. 

tr  guvcm,  and  upon  which  he  is  to  account  for         But  he  has  told  your  lordships,  in  hit  d»> 

bi>  conduct  here.  fence,  that  actions  in  Asia  do  not  bear  the 

Hi5  rule   was,  what  a  British  govemour,  same  moral  qualities,  which  the  same  actk 

intrusted  wiih  tlie  power  of  this  country,  was  would  bear  in  Europe, 
bound  to  do,  or  to  forbear.    If  he  has  perform-         My  lords,  we  positively  deny  that  prii 

ed,  and  if  he  has  abstained,  as  he  ought,  dis-  I  am  authorized  and  called  opon  to  deny  it. 

miss  him  honourably  acquitted  fiom  your  bar —  And  having  stated  at  large  what  he  means  ly 

otherwis«>  (*rw)denin  him.     He  may  resort  to  saying,  that  the  same  actions  have  not  tlit 

other  principles  niiJ  to  other   maxims  ;  but  same  qualities  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  we  ate 

thLi  country  wilhVce  him  to  bo  tried  by  its  to  let  your  lordfthips  know,  that  these  gentle 

laws.      The  Ish  of  this  country  recognizes  men  have  formed  a  plan  of  ^eo^rvfr^^iba/inorafi^ 

that  well-known  crime,  called  misconduct  in  bv  which  the  duties  of  men,  in  public  and  ii 
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private  situaiioos,  are  not  to  be  governed  by  tntal  principlea.    And  is  thU  plea  is  boldly 

Iheir  rolalioo  to  the  great  Govornour  of  the  avowed  and  maintained,  and  as,  no  doubt,  aU 

■uvcrse,  or  by  their  relation  to  mankind,  but  his  conduct  was  perfectly  correspondent   to 

ky  climates,  degrees  of  longitude,  parallels  not  these  principles,  the  principles  and  the  conduct 

of  lift  but  of  latitudeii ;  as  if,  when  you  have  must  be  tried  together, 

ainwr H  the  equinoctial,  all  the  virtues  die,  as  If  your  lordships  will  now  permit  me,  I 

ihey  say  some  insects  die,  when  they  cross  the  will  state  one  of  the  many  placet,  in  which 

line ;  as  if  there  were  a  kind  of  baptism,  like  ho  has  avowed  these  principles  as  the  basis 

that  practised  by  seamen,  by  which  they  uo-  and  foundation  of  all  his  conduct.     "  Tbo 

haptise  themselves  of  all,  that  they  learned  sovereignty,  which   they  assumed,   it  fell  to 

■I  Europe,  and  after  which  a  new  order  and  my  lot,    very   unexpectedly,  to  exert;   and 

a^uui  of  things  commenced.  whether  or  not  such  power,  or  powers  of  that 

This  geographical  morality  we  do  protest  nature,  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  provi- 

•gainst.    Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  screen  him-  sions  of  any  a<*l  of  parliament,  I   cooien 

■alf  under  it ;  and  on  this  point  I  hope  and  myself  too  liltlo  of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce, 

many  words  will  not  be  neceesury  to  sa-  I  only  know,  that  the  acceptance  of  the  sov^ 

your  lordships.    But  we  think  it  necea-  roignty  iX  Uicnarcs,  &c.  is  not  acknowledged 

,  in  justification  of  ourselves,  to  deckre,  or  admitted   by  any  act  of  parliament ;  and 

dMt  the  laws  of  morality  are  the  same  every  yet,  by  the  |»articular  interference  of  the  ma- 

arhere ;  and  tliat  there  is  no  action,  whidi  jority  of  the  council,  the  company  is  clearly 

would  pass  for  an  act  of  extortion,  of  pecula-  and  indisputably  seized  of  that  sovereignty.*' 

Cioci,  of  bribery,  and  of  oppression  in  England,  So  that  this  gentleman,  because  he  is  not  a 

that  is  not  an  act  of  extortion,  of  peculation,  lawyer,  nor  clothed  with  those  robes,  which 

«f  bribery,  and  oppression  in  Europe,  Asia,  distinguish  and  well  distinguish  the  learning 

Africa,  aiid  all  the  world  over.    This  I  con-  of  this  country,  is  not  to  Imow  any  thing  of 

iBDd  for,  not  in  the  technical  forms  of  it,  but  I  his  duty  ;  and  whether  he  was  bound  by  any, 

contend  for  it  in  the  substance.  or  what  act  of  parliament,  is  a  thing  he  is 

Mr.  Hastings  comes  before  your  lordships  not  lawyer  enough  to  know.    Now,  if  your 

tM  as  a  British  govemour  answering  to  a  lordships  will  suffer  the  laws  to  be  broken  by 

British  tribimal,  but  as  a  soubahdar,  as  bashaw  those,  who  are  not  of  the  long  rolxt,  I  am 

af  three  tails.    He  says,  "  I  had  an  arbitrary  afraid  those  of  the  long  robe  will  have  none 

power  to  exercise :  I  exercised  it.    Slaves  I  to  punish  but  those  of  their  own  professioa. 

fbofld  the  people  ;  slaves  they  are,  they  are  so  He  therefore  goes  to  a  law  he  is  belter  a&> 

by  Ihetr  constitution ;  and  if  they  are,  I  did  quainted  with ;  that  is,  the  law  of  arbitrary 

not  make  it  for  them.      I  was  unfortimately  power  and  force,  if  it  deserves  to  be  called  by 

bound    to  exercise  tiiis  arbitrary  power,  and  the  name  of  law.    *'  If,  therefore,"  says  he, 

aooordingly  I  did  exercise  it.    It  was  disa«  "  the  sourrM^rUy  of  Benares,  as  ceded  to  us  by 

grseable  to  me,  but  1  did  exercise  it,  and  no  the  vizier,  have  of^  righU  uAoleueT  annexed 

other  power  can  be  exercised  in  that  country."  to  it,  (and  be  not  a  mere  empty  word  without 

This,  if  it  be  iru'*,  is  a  pLa  in  bar.    But  I  meaning,)  those  rights  must  bo  such  as  arc 

tniat  and  hope  y>>ur  lordships  will  not  judge  by  held, countenanced, and  established  by  tlie  lew, 

laws  and  institutions,  whirh  you  do  not  know,  custom,  and  usage  of  the  Mogul  empire,  and 

against  those  lav^^  iuid  institutions,  which  you  not  by  the  provisions  of  any  British  act  of 

do  know,  and  undrr  whoso  power  and  autho-  parliament  hitherto  enacted.  Thou  rightM^  and 

rity  Mr.  Hastings  wt-nl  tut  to  India.    Can  none  other,  I  have  been  the  involuntary  iiistni- 

your  kirdships  patiently  Mtj    what  we  have  ment  of  enforcing.    And  if  any  future  act  of 

beard  with  indignation  enou^-li,  and  what,  if  parliament  shall  {Kisitively,  or  by  implication, 

disra  were  nothing  else,  would  call  th&se  prin-  tend  to  annihilate  those  very  rights,  or  their 

ciplaa  as  well  as  the  actions,  which  arc  justi-  exertion,  as  [  have  exerted  them,  I  much  fear. 

Sad  on  such  principles,  to  your  lordships'  bar ;  that  the  boasted  sovereignty  of  Benares,  which 

thai  it  may  be  known  whether  the  Peers  of  was  held  up  as  an  acquisition  almost  obtruded 

Ei^iaod  do  not  sympathize  with  the  Commons  on  the  company  against  my  consent  and  opinioi^ 

■I  their  detestation  of  such  doctrine?    Think  (for  I  acknowledge,  that  even  then  I  foresaw 

of  an  Elngiish  govemour  tried  before  you  as  a  many  difficulties  and  inconveniences  in  its 

British  subject,  and  yet  declaring,  that  he  go-  future  exercise  :)  I  fear,  I  say,  that  this  sova- 

fsmed  on  the  principles  of  arbitrary  power,  reignty  will  be  fouixl  a  burden  instead  of  a 

tits  plea  is,  that  ho  did  govern  there  on  arbi-  benefit,  a  heavy  ck>g  rather  than  a  precious 

tary  and  despotic,  and,  af  ha  mppoiet,  ori-  fern  to  its  present  possesaoiica ;  I  msaa,  unleia 
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the  whole  of  our  Ipcritory  inihut  quarter  shall  by  the  ooostitotion  of  his  countrj.    I  did  not 

be  rounded  and  made  an   uniform  compact  make  it  for  him,  but  would  have  secured  hiia 

body  by  Tne  grand  and  systematic  arrange-  from  it.    Those,  who  made  him  a  zemindar, 

ment ;  such  an  arrangement  as  shall  do  away  entailed  upon  him  the  consequences  of  ao 

all  the  mischief,  doubts,  and  inconyeniences,  mean  and  depraved  a  tenure.     Ally  Yerdy 

(both  to  the  govemours  and  the  goremed,)  Cawn  and  Coinim  Ally  fined  aU  their  zemin- 

arising  from  the  variety  of  tenures,  rights,  and  dars  on  the  necessities  of  war,  and  on  ereiy 

dairas  in  all  cases  of  landed  property  and  pretence  either  of  court  necessity  or  court  ex- 

fimdal  jurisdiction  in  India,  from  the  infor-  travagance.*' 

Bality,  invalidity,  and  instability  of  all  engage-  My  lords,  you  have  now  heard  the  prioei- 
roents  in  so  divided  and  unsettled  a  state  of  pies,  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  goveraa  the  part 
society ;  and  from  the  unavoidable  anarchy  of  Asia  subjected  to  the  British  empire.  Tea 
and  confusion  of  different  laws,  religions,  and  haveheard  his  opiniooof  the  mean  lind  depra^ 
prejudices,  moral,  civil,  and  political,  all  jum-  ed  state  of  those,  who  are  subject  to  it.  Yon 
bled  together  in  one  unnatural  and  discordant  have  heard  his  lecture  upon  arbitrary  power, 
mass.  Every  part  of  Hindoetan  has  been  con-  which  he  states  to  be  the  constitution  of  Asia. 
stantly  exposed  to  these  and  similar  disadvan-  You  hear  the  application  he  makes  of  it ;  and 
lages  ever  since  the  Mahomedan  conquest.**  you  hear  the  practices,  which  he  employs  lo 
**  The  Hindds,  who  never  incorporated  with  justify  it,  and  who  the  persons  were,  on  wboae 
their  conquerours,  were  kept  in  oirder  only  by  authori^  he  relies,  and  whose  example  he  pn>> 
the  strong  hand  of  power.  The  constant  ne-  fesses  to  follow.  In  the  first  place,  your  kird- 
eessity  of  similsr  exertions  would  increase  at  ships  will  be  astonished  at  the  audacity,  with 
once  their  energy  and  extent,  so  that  rebellion  which  he  speaks  of  his  own  administratioo, 
itself  is  the  parent  and  promoter  of  despotism,  as  if  he  was  reading  a  speculative  lecture  on 
Sovereignty  in  India  implies  nothing  else,  the  evils  attendant  upon  some  vitioos  sjrstem 
For  I  know  not  how  we  can  form  an  estimate  of  foreign  government,  in  which  he  had  no  sort 
of  its  powers,  but  from  its  visible  effects,  and  of  concern  whatsoever.  And  then,  when  in 
those  are  every  where  the  same  from  Cabool  this  speculative  way  he  has  established,  or 
to  Assam.  The  whole  history  of  Asia  is  tliinks  he  has,  the  vices  of  the  government,  he 
nothing  more  than  precedents  to  prove  the  conceives  he  has  found  a  sumcient  apology 
invariable  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  To  for  his  own  crimes.  And  if  he  violates  tho 
all  this  I  strongly  alluded  in  the  minutes  I  de>  most  solemn  engagements,  if  he  oppresses, 
Uvered  in  council,  when  the  treaty  with  the  extorts,  and  robs,  if  he  imprisons,  confiscates, 
now  vizier  was  on  foot  in  1775 ;  and  I  wished  banishes,  at  his  sole  will  and  pleasure,  ^hen 
to  make  Cheit  Sing  independent,  because  in  we  accuse  him  for  his  ill  treatment  of  the  peo> 
India  dependence  included  a  thousand  evils,  pie  commited  to  him  as  a  sacred  trust,  his  de- 
many  of  which  I  enumerated  at  that  time,  fence  is, — to  be  robbed,  violated,  oppressed  is 
and  they  are  entered  in  the  ninth  clause  of  their  privilege — let  the  c(Histitution  of  their 
the  first  section  of  this  charge.  I  knew  the  country  answer  for  it.— I  did  not  make  it  for 
powers,  with  which  an  Indian  sovereignty  is  them.  Slaves  I  found  them,  and  as  slaves  I 
armed,  and  tho  dangers,  to  which  tributaries  have  treated  them.  I  was  a  despotic  prince, 
are  exposed.  I  knew,  that,  from  the  history  despotic  governments  are  jealous,  and  the  snb- 
of  Asia,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  mankind,  jects  prone  to  rebellion.  This  rery  prono- 
the  subjects  of  a  despotic  empire  are  always  ness  of  the  subject  to  shake  off  his  allegiance 
vigilant  for  the  moment  to  rebel,  and  the  so-  exposes  him  to  continual  danger  from  his  so- 
vereign is  ever  jealous  of  rebellious  intentions,  vereign's  jealousy ;  and  this  is  consequent  on 
A  zemindar  is  an  Indian  subject,  and,  as  such,  the  political  state  of  Hindostanic  govemmems. 
exposed  to  the  common  lot  of  his  fellows.  He  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  despotisin  is 
The  mean  and  cUpraved  atote  of  a  mere  zenwi'  the  genuine  constitution  of  India,  that  a  dis- 
dar  is  therefore  this  very  dependence  above-  position  to  rebellion  in  the  subject,  or  de- 
mentioned  on  a  despotic  government,  this  very  pendant  prince  is  the  necessary  effect  of  this 
proneness  to  shake  off  his  allegiance,  and  despotism,  and  that  jeaktusy  and  its  cons^ 
this  very  exposure  to  continual  danger  from  quencesnaturallyariseon  thepart  of  thesovo- 
his  sovereign's  jealousy,  which  are  consequent  reign — that  the  government  is  every  thing,  and 
on  the  political  state  of  Hindostanic  govern-  the  subject  nothing — that  the  great  landed 
ments.  Bulwant  Sing,  if  he  had  been,  and  men  are  in  a  mean  and  depraved  state,  waA 
Cheit  Sing,  as  long  as  he  was,  a  zemindar,  subject  to  many  evils. 
stood  exactly  in  this  mean  and  dtprmied  tUde         Such  a  state  of  things,  if  true,  would  wai 
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want  conclusions  directly  opposite  to  tho8«,  it  as  the  whole  duty  of  an  English  govemour  t 

which  Mr.  Hastings  means  to  draw  from  them,  I  believe,  that  till  this  time  so  audacious  a  thing 

both  argumentatively,  ind  practically,  first  to  was  never  attempted  by  man.— 

influence  his  conduct,  and  then  to  bottom  his  Ht  have  arbitrary  power  .    My  lords,  the 

^fence  of  iL  East- India  Company  have  not  arbitrary  power 

Perhaps  you  will  iiuagine,  that  the  man,  to  give  him ;  the  king  has  no  arbitrary  power 
wlio  avows  these  principles  of  arbitrary  go-  to  give  him  ;  your  lordships  have  not ;  nor  the 
vemnent,  and  pleads  them  as  the  justificatjoa  Commons  ;  nor  the  whole  legislature.  We 
of  acta,  which  nothing  ebe  can  justify,  is  of  have  no  arbitrary  power  to  give,  because  aiw 
opintoni  that  they  are  on  the  whole  good  (or  bitrary  power  is  a  thing,  which  neither  any 
tibe  people,  over  whom  they  are  exercised,  man  can  hold  nor  any  man  can  give.  No 
Tlte  very  reverse.  He  mentions  them  as  hor-  man  can  lawfully  govern  himself  according  to 
rftle  things,  tending  to  inflict  on  the  people  a  his  own  will,  much  less  can  one  pors(m  be  go- 
thousand  evils,  and  to  bring  on  the  ruler  a  con-  vemed  by  the  will  of  another.  We  are  ail 
tiiiual  train  of  dangers.  Yet  he  states,  that  bom  in  subjection,  all  bom  equally,  high  and 
year  acquisitions  in  India  will  be  a  detriment  low,  govemours  and  governed,  in  subjection  to 
iastead  of  an  advantage,  if  you  destroy  arbi-  one  great,  immutable,  pre-ezistent  law,  prior 
timry  power,  unless  you  can  reduce  all  the  re-  to  all  our  devices,  and  prior  to  all  our  coo- 
Hfious  establishments,  all  the  civil  institutions,  trivances,  paramount  to  all  our  ideas,  and  all 
and  tenures  of  land,  into  one  uniform  mass ;  our  sensations,  antecedent  to  our  very  exis- 
L  e.  unless  by  acts  c£  arbitrary  power  you  tence,  by  which  we  are  knit  and  connected  in 
cstingvjish  all  the  laws,  rights,  and  religious  the  eternal  frame  of  the  universe,  out  of  which 
principles  of  the  people,  and  force  them  to  an  we  cannot  stir. 

■lifbnnity ;  and   on    that  uniformity  build  a  This  great  law  does  not  arise  from  our  coo- 

ijttein  of  arbitrary  power.  ventions  or  compacts ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives 

But  nothing  is  more  false,  than  that  desp<^  to  our  conventions  and  compacts  all  the  force 

ifan  is  the  constitution  of  any  country  in  Asia,  and  sanction  they  can  have  ; — it  does  not  arise 

that  we  are  acquainted  with.   It  is  certainly  not  from  our  vain  institutions.    Every  good  gift  is 

Irae  oTany  Mahomedau  constitution.    But  if  of  God  ;  all  power  is  of  God; — and  He,  who 

it  were,  do  your  lordships  really  think,  that  has  given  the  power,  and  from  whom  abne  it 

die  nation  would  bear,  that  any  human  creature  originates,  will  never  sufler  the  exercise  of  it 

woold  bear,  to  hear  an  English  goveroour  de-  to  be  practised  upon  any  less  solid  foundation 

leod  himself  on  such  principles  ?  or,  if  he  can  than  the  power  itself.    If  then  all  dominion  of 

6eknd  himself  on  such  principles,  is  it  pos-  man  over  man  is  the  effect  of  the  divine  disposi- 

sible  to  deny  the  conclusion,  that  no  man  in  tian,it  is  bound  by  the  eternal  laws  of  Him,  that 

India  has  a  security  for  any  thing,  but  by  being  gave  it,  with  which  no  human  authority  can 

Mally  independent  of tlie  British  government?  dispense;  neither  he,  that   exercises  it,  nor 

Here  he  has  declared  his  opinion,  that  he  is  a  even  those,  who  are   subject  to  it :  and,  if 

despot ir  prince,  that  he  is  to  use  arbitrary  they  were  mad  enough  to  make  an  express 

power,  and  of  course  all  his  acts  are  covered  compact,  that  should  release  their  magistrate 

with  that  shield.    "  I  know,  says  he,  the  <roit-  from  his  duty,  and  should  declare  their  lives, 

tlkmlion  of  Asia  ordtf  from  its  practice ."    Wilt  liberties,  and  properties  dependent  upon,  not 

your  lordships  submit  to  hear  the  corrupt  prac*  rales  and  laws,  but  his  mere  capricious  will, 

tioes  of  mankind  made  the  principles  of  go-  that  covenant  wouki  be  void.     The  acceptor 

vemment?^No;  it  will  be  your  pride  and  glory  of  it  has  not  his  authority  increased,  but  he 

to  leach  men  intrusted  with  power,  that,  in  has  his  crime  doubled.    Therefore  can  it  be 

Ihetroseofit,  they  are  to  conform  to  principles,  imagined,  if  this  be  true,  that  he  will  suflei 

nd  BoC  in  draw  their  principles  from  the  cor-  this  great  gift  of  government,  the  greatest,  the 

nipC  practice  of  any  man   whatever.     Was  best,  that  was  ever  given  by  Grod  to  mankind, 

ritore  ever  heard,  or  could  it  be  conceived,  that  to  be  the  plajrthing  and  the  sport  of  the  feeble 

i  fSfveroour  would  dare  to  heap  up  all  the  evil  will  of  a  man,  who,  by  a  blasphemous,  absurd, 

tioes,  all  the  cruelties,  oppressions,  extor-  and  petulant  usurpation,  wouU  place  his  own 

I,  eomiptions,  briberies,  of  all  the   fcro-  feeble,  contemptible,  ridiculous  will  in  the  place 

usurpers,  desperate   robbers,  thieves,  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  justice? 

I,  and  ju^ers,  that  ever  had  ofl'ice  from  The  tide  of  conquest  makes  no  difierence  at 

«M  end  of  Asia  to  another,  and  consolidating  all.    No  conquest  can  give  such  a  right ;  lor 

•I this  mass  of  the  crimes  and  absurdities  of  conquest,  that  is  (brco,  cannot  convert  its  own 

domination  into  one  code,  establish  injustice  into  a  just  title,  by  which  it  may  rule 
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o(h«rs  at  ih.  pleasure.    Bj  oooquest,  which  is  name  protactioD.    It  is  a  conlndicliaB  ia 

a  more  inunedialo  designation  of  the  hand  of  terms  ;  it  is  blasphemy  in  religion ;  it  is  widi- 

God,  the  conquerour  succeeds  to  all  the  painful  cdness  in  poHticsi  to  say,  that  any  man  en 

duties  and  subordination  lo  the  power  of  God,  have  arbitrary  power.     In  every  patent  of 

which  belonged  to  the  sovereign,  vihom  he  has  office  the  duty  is  included.    For  what  ebt 

displaced,  just  as  if  he  had  come  in  by  the  does  a  magistrate  exist  ?    To  suppose  fat 

positive  law  of  some  descent,  or  some  election,  power  u  an  absurdity  in   idea.     Judges  ara 

To  this  at  least  he  is  sirictly  botmd-^he  ought  guided  and  governed  by  the  eternal  laws  ct 

x>  govern  them,  as  he  governs  his  own  sub-  justice,  to  which  wo  are  all  subject.    We  m^ 

ects.    But  every  wise  conquerour  has  gone  bite  our  chains  if  we  will,  but  we  shall  ba 

much  further  than   he  was  bound  to  go.     It  made  to  know  ourselves,  and  be  taught,  tfati 

has    been   his  ambition   and    his   policy  to  man  is  bom  to  be  governed  by  law ;  and  he, 

reconcile  the    vanquished  to   his  ibrtune,  to  that  will  substitute  wUl  in  the  place  of  it,  it 

show,  that  they  had  gained  by  the  change,  an  enemy  to  God. 

to  convert  Uieir  momentary  suficring  into  a  Despotism  does  not  in  the  smallest  degraa 

long  benefit,  and  to  draw  from  the  humilia-  abrogate,  alter,  or  lessen  any  one  duty  of  any 

tioo  of  his  enemies  an  accession  to  his  own  one  relation  of  life,  or  weaken  the  force  or 

glory.     This  has  been  so  constant  a  prao-  obligation  of  any  one  engagement  or  coutracl 

tice,  that  it  is  to  repeat  the  histories  of  all  whatsoever.  Despotism,  if  it  means  any  thing, 

politic  conquerours  in  all  nations  and  in  all  that  is  at  all  defensible,  means  a  mode  of  f(h 

times ;  and  I  will  not  so  much  distrust  your  vemment,  bound  by  no  written  rules,  and 


lordships*  enlightened  and  discriminating  stu-  erced  by  no  controuUing  magistracies,  or  weft 

dies  and  correct  memories,  as  to  allude  to  one  settled  orders  in  the  state.    But  if  it  has  nt 

of  them.    I  will  only  show  you,  that  the  court  written  law,  it  neither  does,  nor  can,  canoal 

of  directors,  under  whom  he  served,  has  ado{>>  the  primeval,  indefeasible,  unalterable  law  of 

ted  that  idea,  that  they  constantly  inculcated  it  nature,  and  of  nations ;  and  if  no  magistracies 

to  him,  and  to  all  the  servants,  that  they  rua  a  controul  its  exertions,  those  exertions  must  d^ 

paraOel  between  their  own  and  the  native  go-  rive  their  limitation  and  direction  either  from 

vemment,  andsupposing  it  to  be  very  evil  did  not  the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  ruler,  or  froai 

hold  it  up  as  an  example  to  be  followed,  but  as  downright  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  subject  bjr 

an  abuse  to  be  corrected ;  that  they  never  made  rebellicHi,  divested  of  all  its  criminal  qualitiaa. 

it  a  question,  whether  India  is  to  be  improved  The  moment  a  sovereign  removes  the  idea  of 

by  English  law  and  liberty,  or  English  law  and  security  and  protection  from  his  iubjects,  and 

liberty  vitiated  by  Indian  corruption.  declares,  that  he   is  every  thing,  and  they 

No,  my  lords,  this  arbitrary  power  is  not  to  nothing,  when  he  declares,  that  no  contract  be 

be  had  by  conquest.    Nor  can  any  sovereign  makes  with  them  can  or  ought  to  bind  him,  ha 

hsvo  it  by  succession,  fur  no  man  can  succeed  then  declares  war  upon  them.   He  is  no  loogar 

to  fraud,  rapine,  and  violence  ;  neither  by  com-  sovereign ;  they  are  no  longer  subjects, 
pact,  covenant,  or  submission, — for  men  can-         No  man,  therefore,  has  a  right  to  arbitraiy 

not  covenant  themselves  out  of  their  rights  and  power.    But  the  thought,  which  is  suggested 

their  duties  ;  nor  by  any  other  means  can  ar-  by  the  depravity  of  him,  who  brings  it  Ibrwaid, 

bitrary  power  be  conveyed  to  any  man.    Those,  is  supported  by  a  gross  confusion  of  ideas  and 

who  give  to  others  such  rights,  perform  acts,  principles,  which  your  lordships  well  know, 

that  are  void  as  they  are  given,  good  indeed  how  to  discern  and  separate.    It  is  manileat, 

and  valid  only  as  tending  to  subject  themselves  that  in  the   eastern  governments,   and   the 

and  those,  who  act  with  them,  to  the  divine  western,  and  in  all  governments,  the  aopreme 

displeasure  ;  because  morally  there  can  be  no  power  in  the  state  cannot,  whilst  that  atata 

such  power.    Those,  who  give,  and   thoae,  subsists,  be  rendered  criminally  responsibla  far 

who  receive,  arbitrary  power  are  alike  criminal;  its  actions;  otherwise  it  would  not  be  the 

and  there  is  no  man  but  is  bound  to  resist  it  to  the  supreme  power.    It  is  certainly  true ;  but  the 

best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shall  show  its  actions  do  not  change  their  nature  by  losiof 

face  to  the  workl.   It  is  a  crime  to  bear  it,  when  their  responsibility.  The  arbitrary  acta,  wh3 

it  can  be  rationally  shaken  oflT.    Nothing  but  are  unpunished,  are  not  the  less  Titioua,  tboi^ 

absolute  impotence  can  justify  men  in  not  re>  none  but  God,  the  conscience,  and  the  o|ii> 

sisting  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  nions  of  mankind  take  cognizance  of  them. 

Law  and  arbitrary  power  are   in  eternal        It  is  not  merely  so  in  this  or  that  govern* 

enmity.     Name  me  a  magistrate,  and  I  will  mcnt,  but  in  all  counu-ies.    The  king  in  tUi 

name  property ;  name  me  power,  and  I  will  country  is  undoubtedly  unaccountable  far  hif 
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The  House  of  Lords,  if  it  should  This  is  de  fado  the  state  uf  our  Indian 

aver  exercise,  (God  forbid  I  should  suspect  it  government.     But  to  establish  it  so  in  right  as 

vould  ever  du  what  it  has  never  done,)  but  well  as  in  fact,  is  a  thing  left  for  uir  t(i  b^in 

if  it  ahouki  ever  abuse  its  judicial  power,  and  with, — the  first  of  mankind. 

gi;«  such  a  judgment  as  it  ought  not  to  give,  For  a  subordinate,  arbitrary,  or  even  despo- 

wbeiher  from  fear  of  popular  clamour  on  the  tic  power  never  was  heard  »f  in  right,  claim, 

one  hand,  or  predilection  to  the  prisoner  on  the  or  authorized  practice.    Least  of  all  has  it 

other;   if  they  abuse  their  judgments,  there  is  been  heard  of  in  the  eastern  governments 

ao  calling  them  to  an  account  for  it.    And  where  all  the  instances  of  severity  and  cruelty 

10,  iftho  Commons  should  abuse  their  power,—  fall   upon  govemours,  and  persons  intrusted 

■ay,  if  they  should  have  been  so  greatly  delin-  with  power.   This  would  be  a  gross  contradic- 

■Mot  as  not  to  have  prosecuted  this  offender,  tion.    Before  Mr.  Hastings  none  ever  came 

ttwy  could  not  bo  accountable  for  it ;  there  is  before  his  superiours  to  claim  it ;  because,  if 

ao  punishing  them  for  their  acts,  because  we  any  such  thing  could  exist,  he  claims  the  veiy 

aercise  a  part  of  the  supreme  power.   But  are  power  of  that  sovereign,  who  calls  him  to 

they  less  criminal,  Inss  rebellious  against  the  account. 

Divine  Majesty  ?  are  they  less  hateful  to  man.  But  suppose  a  roan  to  come  before  us,  deny- 

wbose  opinions  they  ought  to  cultivate  as  far  ing  all  the  benefits  of  law  to  the  people  under 

as  they  arc  just  ?    No.    Till  society  fall  into  him, — and  yet,  when  he  is  called  to  account, 

a  state  of  dissolution,  they  cannot  bo  accounts  to  claim  all  the  benefits  of  that  law,  which  was 

able  lor  their  acts.    But  it  is  from  confoimding  made  to  screen  mankind  from  the  excesses  of 

the  unaccountable  character,  inherent  in  the  power :  such  a  claim,  I  will  venture  to  say,  is 

supreme  power,  with  arbitrary  power,  that  all  a  monster,  that  never  existed  except  in  the  wild 

this  confusion  of  ideas  has  arisen.  imagination  of  some  theorist.    It  cannot  be 

Even  upon  a  supposition,   that  arbitrary  admitted,  because   it  is  a  perversion  of  the 

power  can  exist  any  where,  which  we  deny  fundamental  principle,  that  every  power,  giren 

Mally,  and  which  your  lordships  will  be  the  for  the  protection  of  the  people  below,  shouM 

irst  and  proudest  to  deny,  still  absolute,  sih  be  responsible  to  the  power  above.    It  is  to 

preme  dominion  was  never  conferred  or  dele-  suppose,  that  the  people  shall  have  no  laws 

gated  by  you ;  much   less,  arbitrary  power,  with  regard  to  Aim,  yet  when  ht  comes  to  be 

which  never  did  in  any  case,  nor  ever  will  in  tried,  ho  shall  claim  the  protection  of  those 

any  case,  time  or  country,  produce  any  one  of  laws,  which  were  made  to  secure  the  people 

the  ends  of  just  government.  from  his  violence  ;  that  he  shall  claim  a  fair 

It  is  true,  that  the  supreme  power  in  every  trial,  an  equitable  hearing,  every  advantage 

eooatitution  of  government  must  be  absolute;  of  counsel,  (God  forbid  he  should  not  have 

and  this  may  be  corrupted  into  the  arbitrary,  them,)  yet  that  the  people  under  him  shall 

Bat  all  good  constitutions  have   established  have  none  of  those  advantages.    The  reverse 

certain  fixed  rules  for  the  exercise  of  tlieir  func-  is  the  principle  of  every  just  and  rational  pro- 

tk»a,  which  they  rarely  or  ever  depart  from,  cedure.    For  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to 

lad  which  rules  form  the  security  against  that  use  but  their  natural  faculties,  ought  to  be 

of  evils,  the  government  of  will  and  gently  dealt  with ;  but  those,  who  are  intrusted 


fcroe  instead  of  wisdom  and  jtiWice.  with  an  artificial  and  instituted  authority,  hava 

But  though  the  supreme  power  is  in  a  si-  in  their  hands  a  great  deal  of  the  force  of 

tinUion   resembling  arbitrary,  yet  never  was  other  people;  and  as  their  temptations  to  injiah 

there  heard  of  in  the  history  of  the  world,  that  tice  are  greater,  so  their  means  are  infinitely 

b,  in  that  mixed  chaos  of  human  wisdom  and  more   effectual   for  mischief  by  turning    the 

fehy,  such   a  thing  as  on  intemudiatt  arbi-  powers  given  for  the  preservation  of  society 

trary  power — that  is,  of  an  officer  of  govern-  to  its  destruction ;  so  that  if  an  arbirary  prcH 

■KAt,   who   is   to   exert  authority  over   the  cedure  be  justifiable,  a  strong  one  I  am  sure  is, 

people  without  any  law  at  all,  and  who  is  to  it  is  when  used  against  those,  who  pretend  to 

hM.f  the  benefit  of  all  laws ,  and  all  forms  of  law,  use  it  against  others. 

'mhen  he  is  called  to  an  account.    For  that  is  My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say  of  the  govenk- 

«o  let  a  wild  beast  (for  such  is  a  man  without  menu  of  Asia,  that  none  of  them  ever  had  an 

law)  loose  upon  the  people  to  prey  on  them  arbitrary  power;  and,  if  any  governments  had 

«t  his   pleasure;  whilst  all   the  laws,  which'  an  arbiu^ry  power,  they  cannot  delegate  it  to 

cofht  to  secure  the  people  against  the  abuse  of  any  persons  under  them ;  that  is,  they  cannol 

fewer,  are  employed  to  screen   that    abuse  »o  delegate  it  to  others  as  not  to  leave  thaae 

aftinst   the  cries  of  the  people.  accountable  on  the  principles,  upon  which  it 
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wu  given.     Af  this  U  a  contJidut'ton  in  to  us  cf  the  ^emmenti  he  appeah  to  » that 

terms,  a  groKS  absurdity  as  well  ah  rionjtrous  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  the  enperour  of  tha 

wickedness,  let  me  say,  for  the  bonou:  <i>f  hu-  Turks — He  an  arbitrary  power!  Why  he  baa 

roan  nature,  that  although  undoubtedly  we  may  not  the  supreme  pow^  of  his  own  cooDlry. 

speak  it  with  the  pride  of  England,  that  we  Every  one  knows,  that  the  Grand  Seignior  ii 

have  better   institutions  for  the  preservation  exalted  high  in  (it/(S,  as  our  prerogative  lawyers 

of  the  rights  of  men,  than  any  other  country  in  exalt  an  abstract  sovereign,  and  he  cannot  ba 

the  world  ;  yet  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  exalted  higher  in  our  bor>ks.    I  say  he  is  d^ 

country  has  wholly  meant,  or  ever  meant,  to  stitute  of  the  first  character  of  sovereign  power, 

give  this  power.  He  cannot  lay  a  tax  upon  his  people. 

As  ii  cannot  exist   in  right  on  any  rational  The  next  part,  in  which  be  misses  ef  m 

and  solid  principles  of  government,  so  neither  sovereign  power,  is,  that  he  cannot  dispose  oC 

does  it  exist  in  the  constitution  of  oriental  the  life,  of  the  property,  or  of  the  liberty  of  any 

governments,  and  I  do  insist  upon  it,  that  of  his  subjects,  but  by  what  is  called  the  fi^ 

oriental  governments  know  nothing  of  arbitrary  or  sentence  of  the  law.    He  cannot  dcdare 

power.    I  have  taken  as  much  pains  as  I  could  peace  or  war  without  the  same  sentence  cf 

to  examine  into  the  constitutions  of  them.    I  the  law ;  so  much  is  he,  more  than  European 


have  been  endeavouring  to  inform  myself  at  all  sovereigns,  a  subject  of  strict  law,  that  be 
times  on  this  subject ;  of  late,  my  duty  has  led  not  declare  war  or  peace  without  it.  Then, 
me  to  a  more  minute  inspection  of  them,  and  I  if  he  can  neither  touch  life  nor  property,  if  be 
do  challenge  the  whole  race  of  man  to  show  me  cannot  lay  a  tax  on  his  subjects,  or  doclars 
any  of  the  oriental  governours  claiming  to  peace  or  war,  I  leave  it  to  your  lordshipa* 
themselves  a  right  to  act  by  arbitrary  will.  judgment,  whether  he  can  be  called,  according 
The  greatest  part  of  Asia  is  under  Maho-  to  the  principles  of  that  constitution,  an  arbi- 
medan  governments.  To  name  a  Mahomedan  trary  power.  A  Turkish  sovereign,  if  he  shouU 
government,  is  to  name  a  government  by  law.  be  judged  by  the  body  of  that  law  to  have  act- 
It  is  a  law  enforced  by  stronger  sanctions  than  ed  against  its  principles,  (unless  he  happens 
any  law,  that  can  bind  a  Christian  sovereign,  to  be  secured  by  a  faction  of  the  soldiery)  is 
Their  law  is  believed  to  be  given  by  God,  and  liable  to  be  deposed  on  the  sentence  of  that  law, 
it  has  the  double  sanction  of  law  and  of  reli-  and  his  successour  comes  in  under  the  strict 
gion,  with  which  the  prince  is  no  more  autho-  limitations  of  the  antient  law  of  that  country: 
rized  to  dispense  than  any  one  else.  And,  if  neither  can  he  hold  his  place,  dispose  of  his 
any  man  will  produce  the  Koran  to  me,  and  succession,  or  take  any  one  step  whatever, 
will  but  show  me  one  text  in  it,  that  authorizes  without  being  bound  by  law.  Thus  much  may 
in  any  degree  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  go-  be  said,  when  gentlemen  talk  of  the  aSairs  dT 
vemment,  I  will  confess,  that  I  have  read  that  Asia,  as  to  the  nearest  of  Asiatic  sovereigns; 
book,  and  been  conversant  in  the  affairs  of  and  he  is  more  Asiatic  than  European,  he  is  a 
Asia,  in  vain.  There  is  not  such  a  syllable  Mahomedan  sovereign  ;  and  no  Mahomedaa 
in  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  again<(t  oppressours  is  bom,  who  can  exercise  any  arbitrary  powor 
by  name  every  letter  of  that  law  is  fulminated,  at  all,  consistently  with  their  cmistitutioa  :  ia* 
There  are  interpreters  established  throughout  somuch  that  tliis  chief  magistrate,  who  is  tha 
all  Asia,  to  explain  that  law,  an  order  of  priest-  highest  executive  power  among  them,  is  the 
hood,  whom  they  call  mm  qf  the  Una.  These  very  person,  who,  by  the  constitution  of  tha 
men  are  conservators  of  the  law ;  and,  to  enable  country,  is  the  roost  fettered  by  law. 
them  to  preserve  it  in  its  perfection,  they  are  Corruption  is  the  true  cause  of  the  loat  of  all 
secured  from  the  resentment  of  the  sovereign,  the  benefits  of  the  constitution  of  that  country, 
for  he  cannot  touch  them.  Even  their  kings  The  pjnetia  of  Asioy  as  the  gentleman  at  your 
are  not  always  vested  with  a  real  supreme  bar  has  thought  fit  to  say,  is  what  he  holda  to; 
power;  but  the  government  is  in  some  degree  the  constitution  he  flies  away  (irora.  Tba 
republican.  question  is,  whether  you  will  take  the  consti* 
^  To  bring  tliis  point  a  litJe  nearer  home,  tution  of  the  country  as  your  rule,  or  the  baaa 
since  we  are  challenged  thus,  since  we  are  led  practices  of  those  usurpers,  n^bers,  and  ty- 
into  Asia,  since  we  are  called  upon  to  make  ranu,  who  have  subverted  it.  Undoubtedly 
good  our  charge  on  the  principles  oif  the  govern-  much  blood,  murder,  false  iroprisonracnt,  roudi 
ments  there,  rather  than  on  those  of  our  own  peculation,  cruelty  and  robbery  are  to  be  Ibund 
country,  (which  I  trust  your  lordships  will  in  Asia;  and  if,  instead  of  going  to  the  sacred 
oblige  him  finally  to  be  governed  by,  puffed  up  laws  of  the  country,  he  chooses  to  resort  to  tha 
%a  he  in  with  tlie  insolence  of  Asia,)  the  nearest  iniquitous  practicei  of  it,  and  practices  autb<»* 
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vSmq  ody  b^  public  tumuU,  contention,  war,  if  there  ia  arbititiy  power,  there  can  be  do 

^umI  rioi,  he  mey  indeed  find  ai  dear  an  ae>  institutea. 

^yiitfa I  in  the  praoticea,  as  he  would  find  con-  As  to  the  institutes  ef  Tamerlane ;  here 

^<4Mnation  in  lh«  institutions  of  it.    He  has  they  are  in  their  original,  and  here  is  a  tran- 

Viliected  the  law  of  England.    Your  lordships  elation.    I  have  carefuUy  read  erery  part  of 

^viB  not  suffer  it.    God  forbid  !  For  my  part  these  institutes  ;  and  if  any  one  sliows  me  one 

I  should  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  let  him  word  in  them,  in  which  the  prince  claims  in 

eeboose    his    law — Mahoroediin,    Tartarean,  himself  arbitrary  power,  I  again  repeat,  that  I 

C3eBtfl.      But  if  he  disputes,  us  ho  does,  the  shall  for  my  own  part  corifcss,  that  I  have 

muthority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  let  him  state  brought  myself  to  great  shame.    There  is  no 

to  me  that  law,  to  which  he  means  to  be  sub-  Ixx  k  in  the  world,  I  believe,  which  contains 

^ect,  or  any  law,  which  he  knows,  that  will  nobler,   more  just,  more  manly,  more  pious 

jBSlify  his  actions.   I  am  not  authorized  to  say,  principles  of  government  than  this  book,  called 

that  I  shall,  even  in  that  case,  give  up  what  is  the  Institutions  of  Tamerlane.    Nor  is  there 

not  in  me  to  give  up,  becausfi  I  represent  an  one  word  of  arbitrary  power  in  it,  much  less 

aotbority,  of  which  I  must  stand  in  awe  ;  but,  of  that  arbitrary  power,  which  Mr.  Hastings 

lor  myself,  I  shall  confess,  that  I  am  brought  supposes  himself  justified  by ;  uamcly  a  dele- 

lo  public  shame,  and  am  not  fit  to  manage  the  gated,  subordinate,   arbitrary  power.    So  far 

fr^  interests  committed  to  my  charge.     I  was  that  great  prince   from  permitting  this 

therefore  agam  repeat  of  that  Asiatic  govern-  gnN»,  violent,  intermediate,  arbitrary  power, 

■ent,  with    which   we  are   best  acquainted,  that  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  chief  thing,  by 

which  has  been  constituted  more  in  obedience  to  which  ho  has  reccommended  himself  to  poste 

dtt  laws  of  Mahomed,  than  any  other, — llial  the  rity,  was  a  most  direct  declaration  of  all  the 

sovereign  cannot,  agreeably  to  that  constitu-  wrath  and  indignation  of  the  supreme  govern- 

lion,  ezereise  any  arbitrary  power  whatever,  ment  against  it.     But  here  is  the  book.    It 

The  next  point  for  us  to  consider  is,  whether  contains  the  institutes  of  the  founder  of  the 

or  no  the  Mahomcdan  constitution  of  India  Mogul  empire,  left  as  a  sacred  legacy  to  his 

authorizes  that  power.      The  gentleman    at  posterity,  as  a  rule  for  their  conduct,  and  as  a 

four  lordships'  bar  has  thought  proper  to  say,  means  of  preserving  their  power. 

that  it  will  be  happy  for  India  (though  soon  "  BE  it  known  to  my  fortunate  sons,  the 

after  he  tells  you  it  is  an  happiness  they  can  oonquerours  of  kingdoms,  to  my   mighty  de- 

■ever  enjoy)  *'  when  the  despotic  institutes  of  scendants,  the  lords  of  the  earth,  that,  since  I 

Cienghia  KhAn  or  Tamerlane  shall  give  place  have  hope  in  Almighty  God,  that  many  of  my 

to  the  liberal  spirit  of  a  British  legislature ;  children,  descendants  and  posterity,  shall  sit 

and,"  says  he,  "  I  shall  be  amply  satisfied  in  upon  the  throne  of  power  and  re^  authority  ; 

my  present  prosecution,  if  it  shall  tend  to  has-  upon  this  account,  having  established  laws  and 

ten  the  approach  of  an  event  so  beneficial  to  regulations  for  the  well  governing  of  my  domi- 

tbtf  great  interests  of  mankind."  nions,  I  have  collected  together  those  regulaticms 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  he  says  about  and  laws  as  a  model  for  others ;  to  the  end 

an  act  of  parliament.    Do  you  not  now  think  that  every  one  of  my  children,  descendants  and 

it  rather  an  extraordinary  thmg,  that  any  Bri-  posterity,  acting  agreeably  thereto,  my  power 

fish  street  should,  in  vindication  of  the  au-  and  empire,  which  I  acquired  through  hard- 

ibority  which  he  nas  exercised,  here  quote  the  ships,  and  difficulties,  and  perils,  and  bloodshed, 

Mmes  and  institutes,  as  he    calls  them,  of  by  the  divine  favour  and  by  the  influence  of  the 

fierce  cooquerours,   of  men,  who  were  the  holy  religion  of  Mahomed,  (God's  peace  be 

seourfes  of  mankind,   whose   power  was   a  upon  him,)  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  pow- 

power.  which  they  held  by  force  only  ?  erful  descendants  and  illustrious  followers  of 

As  to  tlie  institutes  of  Genghiz  Khdn,  which  that  prophet,  may  be  by  them  preserved. 

be  calls  arbitrary  institutes,  I  never  saw  them.  "  And  let  them  make  these  regulations  the 

If  he  has  tlAt  book,  he  will  oblige  the  public  rule  of  their  conduct  in  the  affairs  of  their  ero- 

hf  producing  it.     I  have  seen  a  book  existing  pire,  that  the  fortune  and  the  power,  which 

called  Ya«>a  of  Genghiz  KhAn  ;  the  other  I  shall  descend  from  me  to  them,  may  be  safe 

Miftr  taw.    If  there  be  any  part  of  it  to  justify  fix)m  discord  and  dissolution. 

«rhilra/y  power,  he  will  produce  it.    But,  if  "  Now  therefore  be  it  known  to  my  sons, 

we  may  judge  by  those  ten  precepts  of  Gen-  the  fortunate  and  the    illustrious,  to  my  do* 

|Kb  Khin,  which  we  have,  there  is  not  a  sha-  scendants,  the  mighty  subducrs  of  kingdooM^ 

iom  of  arbitrary  power  to  be  found  in  any  one  that,  in  like  manner  as  I  by  twelve  maxims, 

li'ihem.  Institutes  of  arbitrary  power  ?  Why,  which  I  established  as  the  rule  of  my  coadiicl 

P 


9Si                           SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHBfSMT 

ittained  (o  regal  dignity,  and  with  the  anis-  **  And  wiwo  I  clothed  myielf  in  the 

tance  of  these  maxims  conquered  and  gorem-  of  empire,  I  shut  my  eyes  to  nfety,  and  to  Ihf 

ed  kingdoms,  and  decorated  and  adorned  the  repose,  which  is  found   on  the   bed  of  tmtt, 

throne  of  my  empire,  let  them  also  act  accor-  And  from  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age  1  trnvU 

ding  to  these  regulations,  and  preserve  the  led  over  countries,  and  combated  difficxdtiMi 

splendour  of  mine  and  their  dominions.  and  formed  enterprizes,  and  vanquished  annisi ; 

(<  And  among  the  rules,  which  I  established  and  ezperieoced  mutinies  among  my  ofienm 

lor   tlie  support  of  my  glory  and  empire,  the  and  my  soldiers,  and  was  familiarized  to  Mm 

Ftrst  was  this — That  I  promoted  the  worship  language  of  disobedience ;  and  I  opposed  IImm 

of  Almighty  God,  and  propagated  the  religion  with  pdicy  and  with  fortitude,  and  I  harardeJ 

of  the  sacred  Mahomed  throughout  the  world  ;  my  person  in  the  fiour  of  danger  ;  until  im  tiM 

and  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  supported  end  I  vanquished  kingdoms  and  empirei^  tad 

the  true  faith.  established  the  glory  of  my  name. 

"  Secondly :    With  the  people  of 'he  twelve  «  Siathfy  :  By  justice  and  equity  I  gamedia 

classes  and  tribes  1  conquoreid  and  governed  affections  of  the  people  of  God ;  and  I  tuUmdti 

kingdoms ;  and  with  them  I  strengtHiened  the  my  clemency  to  the  guilty  as  well  as  totlia  Ifr 

pillars  of  my  fortune,  and  from  them  I  formed  nocent ;  and  I  passed  that  sentence,  which  tnA 

my  assembly.  required :  and  by  benevolence  I  gained  a  piMt 

"T^hmUy:    By  consultation,  and  delibera-  ha  tbo  hearts  ofmen;  and  by  rewards  and 

tioo,  and  provident  measures,  by  caution,  and  ments  I  kept  both  my  troops  and  ray 

by  vigilance,  I  vanquished  armies,  and  I  re-  divided  between  hope  and  fear.    And  I 

duced  kingdoms  to  my  authority.    And  I  car-  passionatcd  the  bwer  ranks  of  my  people,  tad 

ried  on  the  business  of  my  empire  by  comply-  those,  who  were  distressed.    And  I  gavo  gilt 

ing  with  times  and  occasions,  and  by  geno-  to  the  soldiers. 

rosity,  and  by  patience,  and  by  policy ;  and  I  **  And  I  delivered  the  oppressed  from  dM 

acted  with  courteousness  towards  my  friends  hand  of  the  opprcssour ;  and,  after  proof  of  tha 

and  towards  my  enemies.  oppression,  whether  on   the  proporty  or  dM 

"  Pourihly :  By  order  and  by  discipline  I  person,  the  decision,  which  I  passed  beCwwB 

regulated  the  concerns  of  my  government ;  and  them,  was  agreeable  to  the  sacred  law.    And  1 

by  discipline  and  by  order  I  so  firmly  establish-  did  not  cause  any  one  person  to  suflTer  fiir  dw 

ed  my  authority,  that  the  ameers  and  the  viziers,  guilt  of  another. 

and  the  soldiers,  and  the  subjects,  could  not  as-  «  Those,  who  had  done  me  injuries,  who  lid 

pire  beyond  the  irrespective  degrees;  and  every  attacked  my  person  in  battle,  and  had 

one  of  them  was  the  keeper  of  his  own  station,  teracted  my  schemes  and  enterprizes, 

"  F\fthbf  :   I   gave  encouragement  to  my  they  threw  themselves  on  my  mercy,  I 

ameers,  and  to  my  soldiers,  and  with  money  ved  them  with  kindness ;  I  conferred  on 

and  with  jewels  I  made  them  glad  of  heart ;  additional  honours,  and  I  drew  the  pen  of  obtt- 

and  r  pcrmitteil  tliera  to  come  into  the  banquet ;  vion  over  their  evil  actions.    And   I  tretfad 

and  in  the  field  of  blood  they  hazarded  their  them  in  such  sort,  that  if  suspicion  rrmaimd 

lives.    And  I  withheld  not  fix)m  them  my  gold  in  their  hearts,  it  was  plucked  out  entirely, 

nor  my  silver.    And  T  educated  and  trained  «  Seventhly :  I  selected  out,  and  treated  wilfc 

them  to  arms  ;  and  to  alleviate  their  suflerings  esteem  and  veneration  the  posterity  of  the  pitK 

I  myself  shared  in  their  labours,  and  in  their  phet,  and  the  theologians,  and  the  teachen  of 

hardships,  until  with  the  arm  of  fortitude  and  the  true  faith,  and  the  philosophers,  and  dm 

resolution,  and  with  the  unanimity  of  my  chiefii,  historians.    And  I  loved  men  of  courage  and 

and  my  generals,  and  my  warriours,  by  the  valour ;  for  God   Almighty  kived  the   orSfn. 

edge  of  the  sword  I  obtained  possession  of  the  And  I  associated  with  good  and  learned  nwB ; 

thrones  of  seven-and-twenty  kings;  and  be-  and  I  gained  their  affections,  and  I  entrenled 

came  the  king  and  the  ruler  of  the  kingdoms  their  support,  and  I  sought  success  from  thait 

of  Eracen  and  of  Tooraun ;  and  of  Room,  and  holy  prayers.    And  I  loved  the  dervishea  and 

of  Mughrib,  and  of  Shaum  ;  and  of  M issur,  the  poor  ;  and  I  oppressed  them  not  ;  neidMT 

and  of  Erank-a>Arrub,  and  ofAjjum;  and  of  did  I  exclude  them  from  my  favour.    And  I 

Mauzinduraun,andofKyIaunaut;aodofShur-  permitted  not  the  evil  and  the  malevolenC  ID 

vaunaut,  and  of  Azzurbauejaun ;  and  of  Fauris,  enter  into  my  council ;  and  I  acted  not  by  ihw 

and  of  Khorausaun ;  and  of  the  Dusht  of  J  itteh,  advice :  and  I  listened  not  to  their  insinnatigM 

and  the  Dusht  of  Kipchauk ;  and  of  Khauruzm,  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 

and  of  Khuttun,  and  of  Kauboolistaun ;  and  of  *'  EigWdy :  I  acted  with  resolution ;  and  on 

Hindostaim,  and  ol  Baukhtur  Zemeen.  whatever  undertaking  I  retolved,  I  made  thai 
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taking  the  only  object  of  my  attentioa :  I  forgot  not  the  merit  of  his  attachment,  and  I 
I  withdrew  not  my  hand  from  that  enter-  acted  towards  him  with  kindness  and  gene- 
,  until  I  had  l»roughl  it  to  a  conclusion,  rosity ;  and  whoever  had  rendered  me  servicesi 
1  acted  according  to  that,  which  I  said.  I  rnpaid  the  value  of  those  services  unto  hina 
I  dealt  not  with  severity  towards  any  one,  And  whoever  had  been  my  enemy,  and  wag 
1  was  not  oppressive  in  any  of  my  actions;  ashamed  thereof,  and  flying  to  me  for  pro- 
God  Almighty  might  not  deal  severely  teciion,  humbled  himself  before  me,  I  forgo! 
HM,  nor  render  my  own  actions  oppres-  his  enmity,  and  I  purchased  him  with  Ub«- 
«ive  uoto  me.  rality  and  kindness. 

**  And  I  inquired  of  learned  men  into  the  **  In  such  manner  Share  Behraum,  the  chief 

laws  and  regulations  of  anticnt  princes  from  of  a  tribe,  was  along  with  me.   And  he  loft  me 

tb«  days  of  Adam  to  those  of  the  propliet,  and  in  the  hour  of  action  ;  and  he  united  with  tha 

#oai  the  days  of  the  prophet  down  to  this  enemy,  and  he  drew  forth  his  sword  agains* 

tmw     And  I  weighed  their  institutions,  and  me.    And  at  length,  my  salt,  which  he  had 

thmr  actions,  and  their  opinions,  one  by  one.  eaten,  seized  upon  him  ;  and  he  again  fled  to 

Aad  from  their  approved  manners,  and  their  me  for  refuge,  and  humbled  himself  before  me. 

good  qualities,  I  selected  models.    And  I  in-  As  he  was  a  man  of  illustrious  descent,  and  of 

paired  into  the  causes  of  the  subversion  of  bravery,  and  of  experience,  I  covered  my  eyes 

thoir  power,  and  I  shunned  those  actions,  which  from  his  evil  actions;  and  I  magniBcd  him, 

isad  to  the  destruction  and  overthrow  of  regal  and  I  exalted  him  to  a  superiour  rank,  and  I 

authority.    And  from  cruelty  and  fromoppres-  pardoned  his  disloyalty  in  consideration  of  his 

sioo,  which  are  the  destroyers  of  posterity,  and  valo«ir. 

dM  bringers  of  iamme  and  of  plagues,  I  found  «  EUvenlhfy :  My  children,  and  my  relatioos, 

it  WM  good  to  abstain.  and  my  associates,  and  my  neighbours,  and 

"JV!nl%.*  The  situation  of  my  people  was  such  as  had  been  comiected  with  me,  all  thest 

known  unto  me.    And  those,  who  were  great  I  distinguished  in  the  days  of  my  fortune  and 

■osoog  them,  1  considered  as  my  brethren ;  prosperity,  and  I  paid  unto  them  their  doe. 

and  I  regarded  the  poor  as  my  children.    And  And   with  respect  to  my  family,  I  rent  not 

I  BMde  myself  acquainted  wiili  the  tempers  asunder  the  bands  of  consanguinity  and  mercy; 

and  the  dis|x>sitions  of  the  people  of  every  and  I  issued  not  conunands  to  slay  them,  or  to 

eoonlry,  and  of  every  city.    And  I  contracted  bind  them  with  chains. 

inlimncios  with  the  citizens,  and  the  chie&,  "  And  I  dealt  with  every  roan,  whatertr 

and  the  nobles ;  and  I  appointed  over  them  go-  the  judgment  I  had  formed  of  him,  accordiiw 

fsmours  adapted  to  their  manners,  and  thmr  to  my  own  opinion  of  his  worth.    As  I  had 

dispoaitioos,  and  their  wishes.    And  I  know  seen  much  of  pros>pcrity  and  ndvcrsity,  and 

(be  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  had  acquired  knowledge  and  experience,  I  coo- 

pnMrince.    And  in  every  kingdom  I  appointed  ducted  myself  with  caution,  and  with  policy, 

mitisn  of  intelligence,  men  of  truth  and  inte-  towards  my  friends  and  towards  my  enemiea. 

grit/,  Ihat  they  might  send  me  information  of  *'  Tw^hly:  Soldiers,  whetlier  associates 

ike  eooduct,aiid  the  behaviour, and  the  actions,  or  adversaries,  I  held  in  esteem;  tliose,  who 

and  tho  manners,  of  the  troops  and  of  the  in-  sell  their  permanent  happiness  to  perishable 

hdHtants,  and  of  every  occurrence,  that  might  honour,  and  throw  themselves  into  the  fields  of 

lo  pass   among  them.    And,  if  I  dia-  idaughter,  and  battle,  and  hazard  thoir  livai 

aught  u>ntrary  lo  their  informalioo,  I  in  the  hour  of  danger, 

punishment  on  the  intelligencer ;  and  "  And  the  man,  who  drew  his  sword  on  tha 

sfoiy  circumstance  of  cruelty  and  oppression  side  of  my  enemy,  and  committed  hostilitiaa 

in  the  govemours,  and  in  the  troo|is,  and  in  against  me,  and  preserved  his  fidelity  to  his 

Iha  inhabitants,  which  reached  my  ears,  I  chas-  oaster,  him  I  greatly  honoured:  and  whoa 

ngroaably  to  justice  and  equity.  such  a  man  came  unto  mo,  knowing  his  worth, 


**  7mf%.*  Whatever  tribe,  and  whatever  I  cUssed  him  with  my  faithful  associates ;  and 

hordn,  whether  Toork  or  Tacuheek,  or  Arrub,  1  respected  and  valued  his  fidelity  and  hii 

or  Ajjura,  came  in  unto  me,  I  recei? ed  their  attachmenU 

ehida  with  distinction  and  respect,  and  their  <^  And  the  sokiier,  who  forgot  his  duty  and 


faUowors  I  honoured  according  to  their  degrees  his  honour,  and  in  the  hour  of  action  tumad 

•ad  their  stations,  and  to   the  good   among  his  face  from  his  master,  and  came  in  untn 

dmn  I  did  good,  and  the  evil  I  delivered  over  me,  I  considered  as   the  most  detestable  of 

b  their  evil  actions.  men . 

**  And  whoever  attached  himself  unto  me,  "  And  in  the  war  between  Touktummish 
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Khaun,  his  ameers  forgot  their  duty  to  Touk-  make  us  ezecrate  them,  it  has  been  upon  go* 

tummish,  who  was  their  master  and  my  foe,  vemours,  who  have  abused  their  trot,  asd 

and  SRnt  proposals  and  wrote  letters  unto  me.  that  this  very  oriental  authority,  to  which  Mr. 

And  I  uttered  execrations  upon  them,  because  Hastings  appeals,  would  have  condemned  loB 

unmindful  of  tliat,  which  they  owed  to  their  to  a  dreadful  punishment.    I  thank  God,  and  I 

lord,  they  had  thrown  aside  their  honour  and  say  it  from  my  heart,  that  even  for  his  6M^ 

their  duty,  and  came  in  unto  me.   I  said  unto  mous  offences  there  ncitlior  is,  nor  can  be,  aajp 

myself,  what  fidelity  have  they  observed  to  thing  like  such  punishments.    God  forbid,  thil 

their  liege  lord  ?  what  fidelity  will  they  show  wo  should  not  as  much  detest  out  of  the  way 

onto  me  ?  mad,  furious,  and  unequal  punislimenti,usie 

<*  And,  behold,  it  was  known  unto  me  by  ex-  detest  enormous  and  abominable  crimes  :  b»> 
perience,  that  every  empire,  which  is  not  esta-  cause  a  severe  and  cruel  penalty  for  a  crfan 
blished  in  morality  and  religion,  nor  strengtli-  of  a  light  nature  is  as  bad  and  iniquitous  as  Mm 
ened  by  regulations  and  laws,  from  that  cm-  crime,  which  it  pretends  to  punish.  As  lbs 
pire  all  order,  grandeur,  and  power  shall  pass  instances  I  allude  to  are  curious,  and  as  dHJ 
away.  And  that  empire  may  be  likened  unto  go  to  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defani^ 
a  naked  man,  who,  when  exposed  to  view,  I  shall  beg  to  quote  them, 
oommandelh  the  eye  of  modesty  to  be  covered;  The  first  is  upon  a  govemour,  who  didy 
vid  it  is  like  unto  a  house,  which  hath  neither  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  has  a  power  dole- 
roof  nor  gates,  nur  defences ;  into  which,  who-  gated  to  him  to  do ;  he  levied  a  tax  witbootlhs 
ftver  willeih,  may  cuter  imnioleslcd.  consent  of  his  master.    "  Some  years  afler  n^ 

"  Tiir.KKf-oRE,  I  csiabllshed  the  foundation  departure  from   Com,  (says   TVioermer,)  mt 

of  my  empire  on  the  morality  and  the  religion  govemour  had,  of  his  own  accord,  and  wnhfll 

of  Islauni ;  and  by  regulations  and  laws,  I  gave  any  communication  with  the  king,  laid  a  saafl 

it  stability.    And  by  laws  and  by  regulations  I  imp<»t  upon  every  pannier  of  fruit  brougjhtnlo 

executed  every  business  aiKi  every  transaction,  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  m^ 

that  came  before  me  in  tlic  course  of  my  go*  cessary  reparations  in  the  walls  and  bridfSi 

vernment." —  of  the  town.     It  was  towards  the  end  oftta 

I  need  not  read  any  further,  or  I  might  sliow  year  1632,  that  the  event,  I  am  going  to  rslalei 

your  lordships  the  noble  principles,  the  grand,  happened.     The  king  being   informed  of  fbt 

bold,  and  manly  maxims,  the  resolution  to  ab-  impost,  which  the  govemour  had  laid  upon  tfit 

stain  from  oppression  himself,  and  to  crush  it  fruit,  ordered  him  to  be  brought  in  chaili  to 

in  tlie  govemours  under  him,  to  be  found  in  court.     The  king  ordered  him  to  be  Lxpowd 

tliis  book,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has   thought  to  the  people  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  pahfia: 

proper  to  resort  to  as  containing,  what  he  calls,  then  he  commanded  the  son  to  pluck  off  the 

arbitrary  principles.  mastadiios  of  his  father,  to  cut  off  his  BOM 

But  it  is  not  in  this  instance  only,  that  I  and  ears,  to  put  out  his  eyes,  and  then  ootoA 

must  do  justice  to  the  East.     I  assert,  that  his  head.    The  king  then  told  the  son  to  go 

their  morality  b  equal   to  ours,  in   whatever  and  take    possession  of  the  government    of 

regards  the  duties  uf  govemours,  fathers,  and  his  father,  saying,  See,  that  you  govan  btllm 

supcriours ;  and  I  challenge  the  world  to  show,  them  this  deceased  dog,  or  thy  doom  s/keff  ht  o 

in  any  modem  European  book,  more  true  mo-  death  more  exquisitely  tormenting?* 

rality  and  wisdom  than  is  to  bo  found  in  the  My  lords,  you  arc  struck  with  horrour,  I  an 

writings  of  Asiatic  men  in  high  trust,  and  who  stnick  with  horrour,  at  this  punishmei^    I  do 

have  been  counsellours  to  princes.    If  this  be  not  relate  it  to  approve  of  such  a  baibarooo  act ; 

the  true  morality  of  Asia,  as  I  affirm,  and  can  but  to  provo  to  yoi'.*  lordships,  that  whatorei 

prove,  that  it  is,  the  plea  founded  on  Mr.  power  the  princes  of  that  coontry  have,  dioj 

Hastings's  geographical  morality  is  annihi-  are  jealous  of  it  to  such  a  degree,  that,  if  aagi 

lated.  d*  their  govemours  should  levy  a  tax,  evoB  te 

I  little  rerard  the  theories  of  travellers,  most  insigni6cant,  and  for  the  best  piirpoacs, 

where  thoy  oo  not  relate  the  fiicts,  on  which  he  meets  witJi  a  cruel  panishroent.     1  do  MM 

they  are  founded.    I  have  two  instances  of  justify  the  punishment;  but  the  severity  of  il 

(acts,  attested  by  Tavemier,  a  traveller  of  shows,  how  little  of  tlieir  power  the  prineosof 

power  and  consequenco,  whidi  are  very  ma-  that  country  mean  to  delegate  to  their  swfali 

terial  to  bo  mentioned  here, because  they  show,  the  whole  of  which  the  gentleman  at  your  hv 

that,  in  some  of  the  instances   recorded,  in  says  was  delegated  to  him. 

which  the  princes  of  the  country  have  tsedany  There  is  another  case,  a  very  stroi^  OBSi 

of  those  cruel  and  barbarous  executions,  which  and  that  is  the  case  of  presents,  whidi  I  aD> 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESCl.  SS6 

Afitami  U  a  custom  admitted  throughout  Asia  country.    But  I  again  assert,  every  Mahom»> 

an  all  their  governments.    It  was  of  a  person,  don  government  xi,  by  ils  jtrinciplos,  a  govern- 

^vbo  was  raised  to  a  high  office  ;  no  business  ment  of  law. 

ymts  suffered  to  come  before  him  without  a  I  shall  now  state  from  what  is  known  of  ths 

fircvioas  present.     "  One  morning,  the  king  government  of  India,  that  it  does  not,  and 

lMingatthistimeonahtmtingparty,the  naxar  cannot  delegate  (as  Mr.  Hastings  has  fre- 

came  to  the  tent  of  the  king,  but  was  denied  qumtly  declared)  the  whole  of  its  powers  and 

entrance  by  the  tneUff  or  master  of  the  ward-  authority  to  him.     If  they  are  absolute,  as 

robe.     About  the  same  time  the  king  came  theymust  be  in  the  supreme  power,  they  ought 

Ibrlfa,  and,  seeing  the  nazar,  commanded  his  to  be  arbitary  in  none ;  they  were,  howefwr, 

offiosrs  to  take  off  the  bonnet  from  the  head  never  absolute  in  any  of  their  subordinate 

<i  that  dog,  that  took  giAs  from  his  people;  parts,  and  I  will  prove  it  by  the  known  pn>> 

and  that  hu  should  sit  three  days  bareheaded  vincial  constitutions  of  Hindostan,  which  are 

in  the  beat  of  the  sun,  and  as  many  nights  in  all  Mahomedan,  the  laws  of  which  are  as 

the  air.     Aflerwards  he  caused  him  lo  be  clear,  as  explicit,  and  as  learned  as  ours, 

chained  about  the  neck  and  arms,  and  con-  The  first  fouiidation  of  their  law  is  the 

deomed  him  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  with  Khor&n.     The  next  part  is  the  fetfa,  or  ad- 

a  nMUBOudy  a  day  for  his  maintenance ;  but  he  judged  cases  by  proper  authority,  well  known 

died  for  grief  within  eight  days  after  he  was  there.    The  next,  the  written  interpretations 

pot  in  prison."  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  ;  and  their 

Do  I  mean,  by  reading  diis  to  your  lordships^  books  are  as  numerous  upon  the  principles  of 

toaipress  or  intimate  an  approbation,  cither  jurisprudence,  as  in  any  country  in  Europe. 

cf  Ihio  cruelty  of  the  punishment,  or  of  the  The  next  part  of  their  law  is  what  they  call 

eonna  barbarism  of  the  language  ?  neither  the  kanon,  that  is,  a  positive  rule  equivalent 

«M  nor  the  other.    I  produce  it  to  your  lord-  to  acts  of  parliament,  the  law  of  the  seven) 

ihips  to  prove  to  you  from  this  dreadful  exam-  powers  of  the  country,  taken  from  the  Qretk 

pU  the  horrour  which  that  government  felt,  word  KANAIV,  which  was  brought  into  their 

ivhsn  any  person  subject  to  it  assumed  to  him-  country,  and  is  well  known.    The  next  is  the 

self  a  privilege  to  receive  presents.     The  rage  ul  muikf  or  common  law  and  custom  of 

cmahj  and  severity  exercised  by  those  princes  the  kingdom,  equivalent  to  our  common  law. 

if  nol  levelled  at  the  poor,  unfortunate  people,  Therefore  they  have  laws  (j-om  more  sources 

iHm>  eomplain  at  their  gates,  but,  to  use  their  than    we  have,  exactly  in  the  same  order, 

own  barbarous  expression,  to  dogs^  that  impom  grounded  upon  the  same  authority,  fuodamen- 

and  take  pre»ent$. — God  forbid,  I  should  tally  fixed  to  be  administered  to  the  people 

that  language.     The  people,  when  they  upon  these  principles. 

in,  are  not  called  dogs  and  sent  away,  The  next  thing  is  to  shew,  that  in  India 

bat  the  govemours,  who  do  those  things  against  there  is  a  partition  uf  the  powers  of  the  govem- 

dia  people  ;  they  are  called  dogs,  and  treated  ment,  which  proves  that  there  is  no  absolute 

ia  that  cruel  manner.    I  quote  them  to  show,  power  delegated. 

thai  no  gcvemours  in  the  East,  upon  any  prin-  In  every  province  the  first  person  is  ths 

ciple  of  their  constitution,  or  any  good  prao-  soubahdar  or  nazim,  or  viceroy :  he  has  tho 

ties  of  their  government,  can  lay  arbitrary  power  of  the  sword,  and  the  administration  of 

imposts,  or  receive  presents.     When  they  criminal  justice  only.     Then   there  is  ths 

•seape,  it  is  probably  by  bribery,  by  corrup-  dewan,  or  high  steward ;  he  has  the  revenue, 

tioii,  by  creating  factions  for  themselves  in  the  and  all  exchequer  causes  under  him,  to  be  go> 

ssrogUo,  in  the  country,  in  the  army,  in  the  vemed  acconhng  to  the  law,  and  customs,  and 

divan.    But  how  they  escape  such  punish-  institutions  of  the  kingdom, 

■ants,  is  not  my  business  to  inquire ;  it  is  The  law  of  inheritances,  successions,  and 

•Boofh  for  me,  that  the  constitution  disavows  every  thing  thai  relates  to  them,  is  under  the 

dwrn,  that  the  princes  of  the  country  disavow  c4di,  in  whose  court  these  matters  are  tried, 

tbem ;  that  they  revile  ih^ra  with  the  most  But  this  too  was  subdivided.    The  cAdi  oouU 

horrible  expressions,  and  inflict  dreadful  pu-  not  judge,  but  by  the  advice  of  his  assessoors. 

aislunants  on  them,  when  they  are  called  to  Properly  in  the  Mahomedan  law  there  is  no 

anowsr  for  these  oSVnces.  appeal,  only  a  removal  of  the  cause ;  but  whcft 

Thus  much  concerning  tho  Mahomedan  there  is  no  judgment,  as  none  can  be,  ^hm 

laws  of  Asia.    That  the  people  of  Asia  havo  the  court  is  not  unanimous,  it  goes  to  tha 

no  laws,  rights,  or  liberty,  is  a  doctrine,  that  general  assembly  of  all  the  men  of  the  law. 

wickedly  is  to  be  disseminated  through  this  There  are,  I  will  venture  \o  say,  other  difl* 
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tioDf  and  subdivUiMis ;  tur  thrre  are  the  theoriea,  applicable  to  aO  cues,  dmm  fhm 
kanoogocs,  who  hoU  their  places  for  life,  to  be  the  aoaroee  of  natural  eq^it7,  modifiMi  hj 
the  consen'ators  of  the  canoos,  customs,  and  their  iastitations,  full  of  reGoement  and  sab- 
good  usages  of  the  country  ;  ail  these,  as  well  tilitj  of  distinction,  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
the  c^di  and  the  mufii,  hold  their  places  and  l&w,  and  has  the  grand  test  of  all  law,  thsi, 
situations,  not  during  the  wanton  pleasure  of  whererer  it  has  prevailed,  the  coontrj  has  been 
the  prince,  but,  on  permanent  and  fixed  terms,  popukms,  flourishing  and  happy, 
for  life.  All  these  powers  of  magistracy,  re-  Upon  the  whole,  then,  foDuw  him  where  yoa 
venue,  and  law,  are  all  different,  consequently  will,— let  him  have  eastern  or  western  ^w, 
nut  delegated  in  the  whole  to  any  one  person,  yoa  find  every  where  arbitrary  power  and 
This  is  tiio  provincial  constitution,  and  these  peculation  of  govemour  proscribed  and  borriUr 
•he  laws,  of  Bengal,  which  proves,  if  there  punished :— more  so  than  I  should  ever  wian 
were  no  otiier  proof,  by  the  division  of  the  to  punish  any,  the  most  guilty,  human  crew 
functions  and  authorities,  that  the  supreme  ture.  And  if  this  bo  the  case,  as  I  hope  and 
power  q(  the  state  in  tlie  Mogul  empire  did,  by  trust  it  has  been  proved  to  your  lordships,  thftt 
no  means,  delegate  to  any  of  its  officers  the  there  is  law  in  these  countries,  that  there  is 
supreaie  power  in  its  fulness.  Whether  or  no  no  delegation  of  power,  which  exempts  a  fg^ 
wc  have  delegated  to  Mr.  Hastings  the  su-  vemour  fitrni  the  law,  then  I  say  at  any  mte  a 
preme  power  of  king  and  parliament,  that  he  British  goveroour  is  to  answer  for  his  eoodnet, 
shouki  act  with  the  plenitude  of  authority  of  and  cannot  be  justified  by  wicked  exan^ileo  aad 
tJie  British  legislature,  you  are  to  judge.  profligate  practices. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  no  rcfiige  here.    Let  him         But  another  thing,  which  he  says,  is,  that  he 

run  from  law  to  law ;  let  him  fly  from  the  com-  was  left  to  himself  to  govern  himsoif  by  his  oim 

inon  law,  and  the  sacred  institutions  of  the  practice  ;  that  is  to  say,  when  he  had  takes  oos 

country,  in  which  he  was  bom ;  let  him  fly  bribe,  he  might  take  another ;-— when  be  Ind 

from  acts  of  parliament,  from  which  his  power  robbed  one  man  of  his  property,  he  might  rob 

originated ;  let  him  plead  his  ignorance  of  another ;  when  he  had  imprisoned  one  iMC 

them,  or  fly  in  the  &ce  of  them.    Will  he  fly  arbitrarily,  and  extorted  money  from  him,  he 

to  the  Mahomedan  law  ? — that  condemns  him.  might  do  so  by  another.    He  resorts  at  firaC  to 

Will  he  fly  to  the  high  magistracy  of  Asia  to  the  practice  of  barbarians  and  usurpers,  at  lart 

defend  taking  of  presents  7    Pad  Sh&  and  the  he  comes  to  his  own.    Now,  if  your  hsdriiips 

sultan  would  coiidenm  him  to  a  cruel  death,  will  try  him  by  such  maxima  and  prineif^ss,  he 

Will  he  fly  to  the  sophis,  to  the  laws  of  Persia,  is  certainly  clear ;  for  there  is  no  roamier  cf 

or  to  the  practice  of  those  monarchs?    I  cannot  doubt,  that  there  is  nothing  he  has  praetiwd 

utter  the  pains,  the  tortures,  that  would  be  in-  once,  which  he  has  not  practised  again ;  and 

dieted  on  nim,ifhe  were  to  govern  th^e,  as  he  then  the  repetition  of  crimes  beomes  the 

has  done  in  a  British  province !     Let  him  fly  moans  of  his  indemnity, 
where  he  will,  from  law  to  law ;— 4aw  (I  thank        The  next  pleas  he  urges  are  not  so  naucfa  in 

God)  meets  him  every  where,  and  enforced  bar  of  the  impeachment,  as  in  eztenoatiaB 

too  by  the  practice  of  the  most  impious  tyrants,  The  first  are  to  be  laid  by  as  claims  to  be  nad« 

which  ho  quotes  as  if  it  wouki  justify  his  con-  on  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment,  the  others  ai 

ducU    I  would  as  willingly  have  him  tried  by  an  extenuation  or  mitigation  of  bis  fine.    He 

the  law  of  the  Khor&n,  or  the  institutes  of  says,  and  with  a  kind  dTtntmiph,  the  ministry 

Tamerlane,  as  on  the  common  law^  or  statute  of  this  country  have  great  legal  asststance; 

law,  of  this  kingdom.  commercial  lights  of  the  greatest  commercial 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  Gent  A  city  in  the  world ;  the  greatest  generals  ano 

laws  justify  arbitrary  power;  and,  if  he  finds  officers  to  guide  and  direct  them  In  mflitar} 

any  sanctuary  there,  let  him  take  it,  with  the  affairs :  whereas  I,  poor  man,  was  sent  almost 

cow,  in  the  pagoda.    The  GentOs  have  a  law,  a  school-boy  from  England,  or  at  least  Uttle 

which  positively  proscribes  in  magistrates  any  better ; — sent  to  find  my  way  in  that  new  worid 

idea  of  will ; — a  law,  with  which,  or  rather  as  well  as  I  couM.    I  had  no  men  of  the  law, 

with  extracts  of  it,  that  gentleman  himself  no  legal  assistance,  to  supply  my  deficiendss. 

has  furnished  us.    These  people,  in  many  At  Sphmgtm  hnhdxu  domi.    Had  be  not  riw 

points  arc  governed  by  their  own  antient  writ-  chief  justice,  the  tamed  and  domesticated  cfawf 

ten  law,  odled  the  tkuier.    Its  interpreters  justice,  who  waited  on  him  like  a  fivmiKar 

and  judges  are  the  punditM.    This  law  is  com-  spirit,  whom  he  takes  fixmi  province  to  pio- 

prehensive,  extending  to  all  the  concerns  of  vince,  his  amanuensis  at  home,  his  postilfiflB, 

'.ife,  aifording  principlff"!  and  maxims,  and  legal  and  riding  express  abroad  ? 
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Such  a  declaration  would  in  some  meamire  lend  out  goveroours  to  teach  them  bettoi ;  ans 

•nit  peraons,  who  had  acted  much  otherwise,  that  he  must  justify  himself  to  the  piety,  the 

(hao  Mr.  Hastings.     When  a  man  pleads  truth,  the  (a ith of  England;  and  not  by  having 

ignorance  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  it  recourse  to  the  crimes  and  criminals  of  other 

ooght  to  be  an  humble,  modest,  tmpresuming  countries,  to  the  barbarous  tyranny  of  Asia, 

ipiorance ;— an  ignorance,  which  may  have  or  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
■Mde  him  lax  and  timid  in  the  exercise  of  his         I  will  go  further  with  Mr.  Hastingsi,  and 

Ally  ^— but  an  assuming,  rash,  presumptuous,  admit,  that,  if  there  be  a  boy  in  the  Iburth 

eoniSdent,  daring,  desperate,  and  disobedient  ibrm  of  Westminster  school,  or  any  school  in 

heightens  every  crime,  that  it  ao-  England,  who  does  not  know,   when    these 

Mr.  Hastings,  if  through  igno-  articles  are  read  to  him,  that  he  has  been 

he  left  some  of  the  company^s  orders  guilty  of  gross  and  enormous  crimes,  he  may 

cecttted,  because  he  did  not  understand  have  the  shelter  of  his  present  plea,  as  far  as 

(bem,  might  well  say,  I  was  an  ignorani  moHf  it  will  serve  him.     There  are  none  of  us, 

mud  thftm  thing^i  were  above  my  capaaty.    But  thank  God,  so  uninstructed,  who  have  leamac' 

when  he  understands  them,  and  when  he  de«  our  catechisms  or  the  first  elements  of  Chriiu 

dares  he  will  not  obey  (hem  positively  and  tianity,  who  does  not  know,  that  such  conduc- 

dogmatically  ; — when  he  says,  as  he  has  said,  is  not  to  bo  justified,  and  least  of  all  by  ex 

•■d  we  shall  prove  it,  that  he  never  aueeeedi  amples. 

btUer  than  tthim  he  acta  in  an  utter  defiance  cf        There  is  another  topic  he  takes  up  more 

litem  ardertf  and  sets  at  nought  the  laws  of  his  seriously,  and  aj  a  general  rebutter  to  the 

country;  I  believe  this  will  not  be  thought  the  charge; — says  he,  *'  After  a  great  many  ol 

langoage  of  an   ignorant  man.     But  I  bog  these  practices,  with  which  I  am  charged, 

foor  lordships' pardon ;  it  is  the  language  of  an  parliament  appointed  me  to  my  trust,  anc 

ipkoranl  man ;  for  no  man,  who  was  not  full  of  consequently  has  acquitted  me."    Has  it,  my 

a  bold,  determined,  profligate  ignorance  could  lords?    I  am  bold  to  say,  that  t)ie  Commons 

ever  think  of  such  a  system  of  defence.    He  are  wholly  guiltless  of  this  charge.      I  wiL 

gutted  Westminster  school  almost  a  boy.  We  admit,  if  parliament  on  a  full  state  of  his 

liave  reason  to  regret,  th»t  he  did  not  finish  ofTences  before  them,  and   full   examination 

Us  education  in  that  noUe  seminary,  which  of  those  offences,  had  appointed  him  to  the 

has  given  so  many  luminaries  to  the  'church,  government,  that  then  the  people  of  India  and 

and  ornament*  to  the  state.    Greatly  it  is  to  bo  England  would  have  just  reason  to  exclaim 

lamented,  that  he  did  not  go  to  those  univer^  against  so  flagitious  a  proceeding.    A  sense 

■ities,  [where  arbitrary  power  will   I  hope  of  propriety  and  decorum  might  have  restrain- 

tftr  be  heard  of;  but  the  true  priiKiples  of  ed  us  from  prosecuting.     Thoy  might  have 

religion,  ofliberty,  and  law,  will  ever  be  incut  been  restrained  by  some  sort  of  decorum  from 

cated,]  instead  of  studying  in  tlie  school  of  pursuing  him  criminally.    But  the  Commons 

Coestm  Ally  Cawn.  stand  before  your  lordships  without  shame. 

If  he  had  livefi  with  us,  he  would  have  First,  in  their  name  we  solemnly  assure  your 

pooled  the  examples  of  Circro  in  his  govern-  lordships,  that  we  had  not  in  our  parliamentary 

»*»t ;  he  would  have  quotrd  several  of  the  sa-  capacity,  (and  most  of  us — myself,  I  can  say 

ered  and  holy  prophets,  and  maJc  them  his  ex-  surely,  heard  very  little,  and  that  in  confused 

unple.    His  want  of  learning,  prv)fano  as  well  mraours,)  the  slightest  knowledge  of  any  one 

u  sacred,  reduces  him  to  the  neces^sity  of  a|>-  of  the  acts  charged  upon  this  criminal  at  cither 

pealing  to  every  name  and  authority  of  bar*  of  the  times  of  his  being  appointed  to  office; 

barim,  tyranny,  and  usurpation,  that  are  to  be  and  that  we  were  not  guilty  of  the  nefarious 

fixind ;  and  from  these  he  says,  from  the  pnWKS  act  of  collusion  and  flagitious  breach  of  trust, 

ifemepartofAna,  or  other^  I  have  taken  my  rule,  with  which  he  presumes  obliquely  to  charge  us, 

Bat  your  lordships  will  shew  him,  that  in  Asia,  but  from  the  moment  we  knew  them,  we  never 

ts  well  as  in  Europe,  the  lame  law  of  nations  ceased  to  condemn  them  by  reports,  by  votes, 

prevaib ;  the  same  principles  are  continually  by  resolutions ;  and  that  we  admonished,  ondde- 

neovled  to  ;  and  the  same  maxims  sacredly  clared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  directors 

keld  and  strenuously  maintained ;  and,  however  to  take  measures  for  his  recall ;  and  when  frtte- 

iisDbeyed,  no  man  suffers  from  the  breach  of  trated  in  the  way  known  to  that  court  we  then 

them,  who  does  not  know  how  and  where  to  proceeded  to  an  inquiry.    Your  lordships  know, 

Mnplain  of  that  breach;— (hat  Asia  is  enligh*  whether  you  were  better  informed.     We  are, 

(eneid  in  (hat  respect  as  well  as  Europe  ;  but,  if  therefore,  neither  guilty  of  the  precedent  crime 

a  were  totally  blinded,  that  England  wotdd  of  colluding  with  the  criminal,  nor  the  subee- 
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quent  indocoru  n  of  prosecuting  what  we  had  judgment,  in  which  the  India  ooopuij  hmr 

rirtually  aod  p;actically  approved.  not  ceowred  him.     Nay,  in  one  inalance  he 

Secondly ;  several  of  his  worst  crimes  liave  pleads  their  censure  in  bar  of  this  trial  \*  for 
i>een  committed  since  the  Ust  parliamentary  he  says  **  In  that  censure  I  have  already  re- 
renewal  of  his  trust,  as  appears  by  the  dates  ceived  my  punishment."  If,  for  any  other 
in  the  char{^.  reasons,  they  come  and  say, "  We  thank  you 

But  I  believe,  my  lords,  the  judge*— judges  Sir,  for  all  your  services:"  To  that  I 

to  others,  grave  and    weighty  counsellours,  yes ;  and  /  would  thank  him  for  his 

and  assistants  to  your  lordships,  will  not  on  too,  if  1  knew  them.    But /do not} 

reference  assert  to  your  lordships,  which  God  |!/Wy  do.    Let  them  thank  him  for  those 

Ibrbid,  and  we  cannot  conceive,  or  hardly  state  Tice^    I  am  ordered  to  prosecute  hiia  for  theas 

in  argument,  if  but  for  argtmient,  that  if  one  crimes.     Here  therefore  we  are  on  a  balance 

of  the  judges  had  received  bribes  before  his  with  the  India  company ;  and  your  kirdshipa 

appointment  to  an  higher  judiciary  ofllce,  ho  may  perhaps  think  it  some  addition   to  his 

would  not  still  be  open  to  prosecution.  crimes,  that  he  has  found  means  to  obtain  the 

So  far  from  admitting  it  as  a  plea  in  bar,  thanks  of  the  India  company  for  the  whole  oC 

we  charge,  and  we  hope  your  lordships  will  hisconduct,at  the  same  time  that  their  records 

find  it  an  extreme  aggravation  of  his  offences,  are  full  ofconstant,  uniform,  particular  censuio 

that  no  favours  heaped  upon  him  could  make  and  reprobation  of  every  one  of  those  ads,  for 

him  grateful,  no  renewed  and  rcpea'<Ai  trusts  which  he  now  stands  accused, 

could  make  him  faithful  and  honcei.  He  says,  there  is  the  testimony  of  Indian 

We  have  now  gone  through  most  of  the  princes  in  his  favour.    But  do  we  not  know 

general  topics.  how  seab  are  obtained  in  that  country  f  do 

But, — he  is  not  responsible,  as  being  thank-  we  not  know,  how  those  princes  are  hniiiiiil 

ed  by  the  court  of  directors.    He  has  had  the  upon  ?  do  we  not  know  the  subjection  and 

thanks  and  approbation  of  the  India  company  thraldom,  in  which  they  are  held,  and  thai 

for  his  services.    We  know  too  well  here,  I  they  are  obliged  to  return  thanks  for  the  wP 

trust  the  world  knows, — and  you  will  always  ferings,  which  they  have  fell  ?  I  bcUore  yov 

assert,  tliat  a  pardon  from  the  crown  is  not  lordships  will  think,  that  there  is  not,  with  ra- 

pleadable  hor«^,  that  it  cannot  bar  the  impeach-  gard  to  some  of  these  princes,  a  more  drettdfid 

ment  of  the  Commons ;  much  less  a  pardon  of  thing, 'that  can  be  said  of  them,  than  that  ha 

the  East-India  Company,  though  it  may  in-  has  obtained  their  thanks, 

vo've  them  in  guilt,  which  might  induce  us  to  I  understand  ho  has  obtained  the  thanks  of 

ptmish  them  for  such  a  pardon.    If  any  cor-  the  miserable  princesses  of  Oude,  whom  he 

pxation  by  collusion  with  criminals  refuse  to  has  cruelly  imprisoned,  whose  treasure  he  has 

Co  tlieir  duty  in  coercing  them,  the  magistrates  seized,  and  whose  eunuchs  he  has  tortured.f 

ire  answerable.  They  thank  him  for  going   away.      They 

It  is  the  use,  virtue,  and  efficacy  ef  parlia-  thank  him  for  leaving  them  the  smallest  trifle 
mentary  judicial  procedure,  that  it  puts  an  end  of  their  subsistence  ;  and  I  venture  to  aay,  if 
to  this  dominion  of  faction,  intrigue,  cabal,  and  he  wanted  a  hundred  more  panegyrica,  pro- 
clandestine  intelligences.  The  acts  of  men  vided  he  never  came  again  among  them,  he 
are  put  to  their  proper  test,  and  the  works  of  might  have  them.  I  understand,  L»  ^t  Mab- 
darkness  tried  in  the  (ace  of  d«v — not  the  dajee  Scindia  has  made  his  panegyric  too. 
corrupted  opinions  of  others  on  uiem,  but  their  Mahdajee  Scindia  has  not  made  his  panegyric 
own  intrinsic  merits.  We  charge  it  as  his  for  nothing;  for, 'if  your  kndships  will  suffer 
crime,  that  he  bribed  tl)o  court  of  directors  to  him  to  enter  into  such  a  justification,  we  shall 
thank  him  for  what  they  had  condemned  as  prove,  that  he  has  sacrificed  the  dignity  of 
breaches  of  his  duty.  this  cotmtry,  and  the  interests  of  all  iu  allies, 

The  East-India  Company,  it  is  true,  have  to  that  prince.  We  appear  here  neither  wilk 
thanked  him.  They  ought  not  to  have  d<Mie  panegyric,  nor  with  satire ;  it  is  for  substaa- 
it;  and  it  is  a  reflection  upon  their  character,  tial  crimes  we  bring  him  before  you,  and 
(hat  they  dkl  it.  But  the  directors  praise  him  among  others  for  cruelly  using  persona  of  the 
in  the  gross,  after  having  condemned  each  act  highest  rank  and  consideration  in  India;  and, 
in  detail.  His  actions  are  otf ,  every  one,  cen- 
sured one  by  one,  as  they  arise.    I  do  not  r&-  ♦  See  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  to   the  firtf 

collect  any  one  '«^,"fij"» J«^  ^^^  •^«;  '  '  fTlaUn  sentence,  which  was  quoted  hsf^ 

am  sure,  m  the  whole  body  of  that  succession  {g  omiucd  in  the  M8.  of  the  shon-band  wrksr 

of  crimes  now  brought  before  you  for  your  —En. 
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when  wre  prove  he  Has  cruelly  injured  them,  tire  government  of  the  countrj  ;  in  letting  tr 

jwi  win  tlunk  tlie  panegyrics  either  gross  for^  sale  the  whole  Umded  interest  of  the  cow.* 

genes,  or  must  miserable  aggravations  of  his  try ;  in  setting  to  sale  the  British  governmf at 

oAbiccs,   since   they  shew  the   abject    and  and  his  own  fellow  servants  to  the  basest  umA 

dresuiTul  slate,  into  which  he  has  driven  those  wickedest  of  mankind.    I  shall  then  show  \vm 

people.     For,  let  it  be  proved,  that  I  have  lordships,  that  when,  in  consequence  of  such  a 

trodiy  robbed  and  maltreated  any  persons,  if  body  of  corruption  and   peculation,  ho  justly 

I  produce  a  certificate  from  them  of  my  good  dreaded  the  indignation  of  his  country,  and  the 

MuLviour,  would  it  not  bo  a  corroborative  vengeance  of  its  laws,  in  order  to  raise  him- 

prouf  of  the  terrour,  into  which  those  persons  self  a  faction  embodied  by  the  same  guilt  and 

are  thrown  by  my  misconduct  ?  rewarded  in  the  same  manner,  he  has,  with  a 

My  lords,  these  are,  I  believe,  the  general  most  abandoned  profusion,  thrown  away  ^r»- 

grooods  of  our  charge— I  have  now  closed  venues  oflhe  country  to  form  such  a  faction  here, 

eoraplctely,  and  I  hope,  to  your  lordships*  sa-  I  shall  next  shew  your  lordships,  that,  having 

lisfiuHion,  the  whole  body  of  history,  of  which  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  company,  and 

I  wished  to  put  your  lordships  in  possession,  brought  it  to  extreme  difHculties  within,  he 

I  do  not  mean,  that  many  of  your  brdships  has  looked  to  hisexUmal  resources,  as  he  calls 

■ay  not  have  known  it  more  perfectly  by  your  them.    He  has  gone  up  into  the  country.     I 

mm  previous  inquiries ;  but  bringing  to  your  will  shew,  that  he  has  plundered,  or  attempted 

remetnbfance  tiie  state  of  the  circumstances  to  plunder,  every  person  de|>endent  upon,  con- 

cf  ibe  persons,  with  whom  he  acted,  the  per-  nected,  or  allied  with  this  country. 

lOBS  and  power  he  has  abused, — I  have  gone  We  shall  afterwards  shew  what  infinite  mis- 

lo  the  principles  he  maintains,  the  precedents  chief  has  followed  in  the  case  of  Benares,  upoo 

he  quoces,  the  laws  and  authorities,  which  he  which  he  first  laid  his  hands  ;  next,  in  the  case 

rafiaet  to  abide  by,  and  those,  on  which  he  re-  of  the  begums  of  Oudo. 

Uca  ;  and  at  last  I  have  refuted  all  ihofte  pleas,  We  shall  then  lay  before  you  the  profligaLs 

■  bar,  on  which  he  depends,  and  for  the  ef-  system,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  oppress 

feet  of  which  he  presumes  on  the  indulgence  that  country,  first  by  residents,  next  by  spies 

md  patience  of  this  country,  or  on  tho  cor-  under  the  name  of  British  agents  ;  and  lastly, 

rvption  of  some  persons  in  it.    And  hero  I  that,  pursuing  his  way  up  to  tho  mountains, 

dose  what  I  had  to  say  upon  this  subject ;  he  has  found  out  one  miserable  chief,  whose 

wishing  and  hoping,  that,  when  I  open  before  crimes  were  the  prosperity  of  his  cotmtry  * 

your  kirdships  the  case  more  particularly,  so  as  that  him  he  endeavoured  to  torture  and  de- 

to  ftate  rather  a  plan  of  tho  proceeding,  than  stroy,  I  do  not  mean  in  his  body,  but  by  ez- 

the  direct  proof  of  the  crimes,  your  lordithips  hausting  the  treasures,  which  he  kept  for  tho 

will  hear  me  with  tho  same  goodness  and  in-  benefit  of  his  people. 

dtdgence  I  have  hitherto  cx|)erienced  ;    that  In  short,  having  shown  your  lonlships,  that 

yoa  wiQ  consider,  if  I  have  detained  you  long,  no  roan,  who  is  in  his  power,  is  safe  from  hit 

it  was  not  with  a  viuw  of  exhausting  my  own  arbitrary  will ;  that  no  man,  within  or  without, 

strength,  or  pulling  your  patience  to  too  se-  friend,  ally,  rival,  has  been  safe  from  him; 

vere  a  trial ;  but  from  the  sense  I  feel,  that  it  having  broug*  Jt  it  to  tl\is  point — if  I  am  not 

b  the  most  difficult  and  the  nnost  complicated  able  in  my  own  person  immediately  to  go  up 

cause,   that    was  over    brought   before    any  into  the  country,  and  shew  the  raniificatioot 

human    tribunal.     Therefore  I  was  resolved  of  the  system  (I  hope  and  trust  I  shall  be 

to  bring  the  whole  substantially  beforo  you.  spared  to  take  my  part  in  pursuing  him  through 

And  now,  if  your  lordships  will  permit  me,  I  both,  if  I  am  not)  I  shall  go  at  least  to  the 

will  state  the  inciliod  of  my  future  proceeding  root  of  it ;  and  some  other  gentlenum,  with  t 

tod  the  future  {iroceeding  d*lhe  gentlemen  ae-  thousand  times  more  ability  than  I  posseti, 

listing  me.  will  take  up  each  separate  part  in  its  proper 

I  mean  first  to  brinr;  before  you  tlie  crimes  order.     And  I  believe  it  is  proposed  b)  the 

u  they  are  classed,  and  are  of  the  same  spe-  managers,  that  one  of  them  shall,  as  soon  as 

ties  and  genus  ;  and  how  they  mutually  arose  possible,  begin  with  the  aflair  of  Benares, 

from  one  another.    I  shall  first  shew,  that  Mr.  The  point  I  now  mean  first  to  bring  before 

Hastings's  crimes  had  root  in  that,  which  is  your  lordships  is  tho  corruption  of  Mr.  Has- 

the  root  of  all  evil,  I  mean  avarice ;  that  ava-  tings,  his  system  of  peculation  and  bribeiy  ; 

rice  and  rapacity  were  the  groundwork  and  and  to  show  your  lordships  the  horrible  coo> 

fcundation  of  all  his  other  vitious  system ;  sequences,  which  resulted  from  it :  for,  at  firaC 

that  he  sSowed  it  ic  setting  to  sale  the  nttr  sight,  bribery  and  peculation  do  not  seem  to  be 
Vol.  III.— 8S 
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■o  horrid  a  matter ;  they  may  seem  to  be  only  opinioD  of  otheni  it  might  militate  agumt  &• 

the  transferring  a  little  money  out  of  one  pocket  production  of  its  full,  proper,  and  (if  I  may  m 

into  another ;  but  I  shall  show,  that  by  such  say)  its  iromodiale  efibct. 

a  ^stem  of  bribery  the  country  is  undone.  It  was  my  design  to  class  tha  Crimea  «f 

I  shall  inform  your  lordships  in  the  best  the  late  goverhour  of  Bengal — to  show  thair 

manner  I  can,  and  afterwards  submit  the  whole,  mutual  bearings— how  they  were  motiiifly 

as  I  do  with  a  cheerful  heart  and  with  an  easy  aided  and  grew  and  were  ibrmed  out  of  eadi 

and  assured  security,  to  that  justice,  which  is  other.    I  proposed  first  of  all  to  show  yo« 

the  security  for  all  the  other  justice  in  the  lordships,  that  they  have  their  root  in  that, 

kingdrnn.  which  is  the  origin  of  all  eril,  avarice  mi 

rapacity— to  show  how  that  led  to  prodigality 

TRIA  L.—F  IFTHDAT,  of  the  public  money— and  how  prodigality  of 

nth  FAntary,  1788.  ***®  P"**'**^  °***"®y  **y  wasting  the  treasurea  U 

the  East-India  Company  furnished  an 


(Mr.  Burke.)  *?  ^^  gorernour-general  to  break  its  faith,  to 

violate  all  its  most  solemn  engagements,  aid 
My  Lords, — The  gentlemen  who  are  ap-  to  fall  with  a  hand  of  stem,  ferocioos,  aal 
pointed  by  the  Commons  to  manage  this  pro-  unrelenting  rapacity  upon  all  the  alliea  4ad 
secution,  have  directed  me  to  mform  your  dependencies  of  the  company.  But  I  ihd 
lordships,  that  they  have  very  carefully  and  be  obliged  in  some  measure  to  abridge  tkil 
attentively  weighed  the  magnitude  of  the  sub-  plan  ;  and  as  your  lordships  already  powi, 
ject,  which  they  bring  before  you,  with  the  from  what  I  had  the  honour  to  state  on  Satv^ 
time,  which  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  day,  a  general  view  of  this  matter,  vou  wfli 
afiairs  allows  for  their  conducting  it.  be  in  a  condition  to  pursue  it  when  the  wva 

My  lords,  on  that  comparison  they  are  very  rat  articles  are  presented, 
apprehensive,  that,  if  I  sliould  go  very  largely  My  lords,  I  have  to  state  to-day  the  root  of 
into  a  preliminary  explanation  of  the  several  nU  these  misdemeanours-Haamely,  the  paOH 
matters  in  charge,  it  mi^t  be  to  the  preju-  niary  corruption  and  avarice,  which  gave  lito 
dice  of  an  early  trial  of  the  substantial  merits  and  primary  motion  to  all  the  rest  of  the  dai 
of  each  article.  We  have  weighed  and  con-  linquencies,  charged  to  be  committed  by  dN 
sidcrod  this  maturely.    We  have  compared     govemour-general. 

exactly  ilio  time  with  the  matter,  and  we  have        My  lords,  pecuniary  corruption  fonm  bdI 
found,  that  we  are  obliged  to  do,  as  all  men     only,  as  your  lordships  will  observa  in  tht 
roust  do,  who  would  manage  their  afiairs  prac-     charges  before  you,  an  article  of  cha^  by 
ticably,  to  make  our  opinion,  of  what  might     itself,  but   likewise  so  interraixea  with  Ibf 
be  most  advantageous  to  the  business,  conform     whole,  that  it  is  necessary  to  give,  in  the  beil 
to  the  lime  that  is  leA  to  perform  it  in.    We     manner  I  am  able,  a  history  of  that  cocnipt 
must,  as  all  men  must,  submit  affairs  to  time,     system,  which  brought  on  all  tha  anibseqaaal 
and  not  think  of  making  time  conform  to  our     &cts  of  corruption.    I  will  venture  to  siy, 
wish^ :  and  therefore,  my  lords,  I  very  wil-     there  is  no  one  act,  in  which  tyranny,  malice, 
lingly  fall  in  wtih  the  inclinations  of  the  gen-     cruelty,  and  opprrasion  can  be  charged,  that 
tlemen,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act,     docs  not  at  the  same  time  carry  evident  markf 
to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  close  fighting,     of  pecuniar}*  corruption, 
and  to  grapple  immediately  and  directly  wi^        1  stated  to  your  lordships  on  Saturday  bit 
the  corruptions  of  India;  to  bring  before  your     the  principles,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  go* 
lordships  the  direct  articles  ;  to  apply  the  evi-     vcmed  W\%  conduct  in  India,  and  upon  iriiick 
denco  to  the  articles,  and  to  bring  the  matter     *'<*  grounds  his  defence.     These  may  aU  be 
forward  for  your  lordships'  decision  in  that     reduced  to  one  short  word,  Ofhitrary  fMti* 
manner,  vihich  the  confidence  we  have  in  the     My  lords,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  contended,  ai 
justice  of  our  cause  demands  from  the  Com-     other  men  have  ofien  done,  that  the  systen  of 
moiis  of  Great  Britain.  government,  which  he  patronizes,  and  on  which 

Mj  lurdn,  these  are  theopinionsof  those,  with  he  acted,  was  a  system  tending  on  the  whob 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  and  in  their  to  the  blessing  and  benefit  of  mankind,  poi 
opinions  I  readily  acquiesce.  For  I  am  far  sibly  something  might  be  said  for  him  fbr  iei> 
from  wishing  to  waste  any  of  your  lordshi{»'  ting  up  so  wild,  absurd,  irrational,  and  wiekud 
time  upon  any  matter  merely  through  any  a  system.  Sometliing  might  be  said  to  qtt* 
opinion  I  have  of  the  nature  of  the  business,  lify  the  act  from  the  intention  ;  but  it  is  su 
when  at  the  same  time  I  find ,  that  in  the     gular  in  this  man,  that,  at  the  time  he  telU  yo» 
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lie  acted  on  the  principles  of  arbitrary  power,  thing,  which  distinguishes  this  nation  emi- 

be  takes  care  lo  inform  you,  that  he  was  not  nently  above  another,  it  is,  that  in  its  offices  at 

blind  to  the  consequencea.     Mr.   Hastings  home,  botli  judicial  and  in  the  state,  there  it 

law,  that  the  consequence  of  this  system  less  suspicion  of  pecuniary  corruption  attach- 

corruption.    An  arbitrary  system  indeed  ing  lo  them,  than  to  any  similar  offices  in  any 

always  be  a  corrupt   one.     My  lords,  part  of  the  globe,  or  that  have  existed  at  any 

never  was  a  man,  who  thought  he  had  time ;  so  that  he,  who  would  set  up  a  system  (^ 

■0  lav  but  his  own  will,  who  did  not  soon  corruption,  and  attempt  to  justify  it  upon  the 

fiad,  that  Ks  had  no  end  but  his  own  profit,  principle  of  utility,  that  man  is  staining  not 

ComipUon  and  arbitrary  power  are  of  na-  only  the  nature  and  character  of  office,  but 

teal  unequivocal  generation,  necessarily  pro-  that,  which  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  official 

dneinf  one  another.    Mr.  Hastings  foresees  and  judicial  character  of  this  country ;  and 

the  abusive  and  corrupt  consequences,  and  therefore  in  this  house,  which  is  eminently 

tboi  be  justifies  his  conduct  upon  the  ne-  the  guardian  of  the  purity  of  all  the  offices  of 

eamliea  of  that  system.    These  are  things  this  kingdom,  he  ought  to  be  called  eminently 

which  are  new  in  the  world  ;  for  there  never  and  peculiarly  to  account.     There  are  many 

was  a  man,  I  believe,  who  contended  for  arbi-  things  undoubtedly  in  crimes,  which  make 

nary  power  (and  there  have  been   persons  them  frightful  and  odious ;  but  briber}*,  filthy 

wicked  and  foolish  enough  to  contend  for  it)  hands,  a  chief  govemour  of  a  great  empire 

that  did  not  pretend,  either  that  the  system  receiving  bribes  from  poor  miserable  indigent 

wan  good  in  itself,  or  that  by  their  conduct  people,  this  h  what  makes  government  itself 

ihey  had  mitigated  or  had  purified  it ;  and  base,  contemptible  and  odious  in  the  eyes  of 

that  the  poison  by  passing  through  their  con-  mankind. 

Mitutinn    had   acquired   salutary  properties.        Mv  lords,  it  is  certain,  that  even  tyranny 

fiat  if  you  look  at  his  defence  before  the  itself  may  find  some  specious  colour,  and  ap- 

Houae  of  Commons,  you  will  see,  that  that  pear  as  more  severe  and  rigid  execution  of 

fery  system,  upon  which  he  governed,  and  justice.     Religious  persecution  may  shiekJ 

oader  which  he  now  justifies  his  actions,  did  itself  under  the  guise  of  a  mistaken  and  over- 

ippear  to  himself  a  system  pregnant  with  a  zealous  piety.    Conquest  may  cover  its  bakl- 

Ihoasand  evils  and  a  thousand  mischiefs.  ness  with  its  own  laurels,  and  the  ambition  of 

The  next  thing,  that  is  remarkable  and  sin-  the  conquerour  may  be  hid  in  the  secrets  of 
gnlar  in  the  principles,  upon  which  the  govern  his  own  heart  under  a  veil  of  benevolence, 
■our-general  acted,  is,  that  when  ho  is  en-  and  make  him  imagine  he  is  bringing  tempo- 
gaged  in  a  vitious  system  which  clearly  leads  to  rary  desolation  upon  a  country,  only  to  pr»> 
evU  consequences,  he  thinks  himself  bound  to  mote  its  ultimate  advantage  and  his  own 
raalize  all  the  ovilconsequeirces  involved  in  that  glory.  But  in  the  principles  of  that  govei^ 
WfiUm.  All  other  men  have  taken  a  directly  nour,  who  makes  nothing  but  money  hb  object, 
Qootrary  coiu^e  ;  they  have  said,  1  have  been  there  can  bo  nothing  of  thb.  There  are  here 
Migaf  ed  in  an  evil  system,  that  led  indeed  to  none  of  those  specious  delusions,  that  look  like 
ttuchiovous  consequences,  but  I  have  taken  virtues,  to  veil  either  the  governed  or  the  go> 
care  by  my  own  virtues  to  prevent  the  evils  of  vemour.  If  you  look  at  Mr.  Hastings's  merits, 
Ike  system,  under  which  I  acted.  as  he  calls  them,  what  are  they  ?  did  he  improve 

We   say  then,  not  only  that  he  governed  the  internal  state  of  the  government  by  great 

arbitrarily,  but  corruptly,  that  is  to  say,  that  reforms  ?    No  such  thing :  or  by  a  wise  and 

Im  was  a  giver  and  receiver  of  bribes,  and  incorrupt  administration  of  justice?    No. — 

formed  a  system  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  Has  he  enlarged  the  boundary  of  our  govem- 

rsceiving  them.     We  wish  your  lordships  ment?    No;  there  are  but  too  strong  proofr 

dwtinctly  to  consider, that  he  did  not  only  give  of  his  lessening  it.    But  his  pretensions  to 

tad  receive  bribes  accidentally,  as  it  happen-  merit  are,  that  he  squeezed  more  money  out 

td  without  any  system  and  design,  merely  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  than  other 

the  opportunity  or  momentary  temptation  of  persons  could  have  done,  money  got  by  op* 

profit  urged  him  to  it,  but  that  he  has  formed  pression,  violence,  extortion  from  the  poor,  or 

pbas  and  systems  of  government  for  the  veay  the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon  the  rich  and 

purpose  of  accumulating  bribes  fpd  presents  greaU 

4>  himself.    This  system  of  Mr.  Hastings's        These  are  his  merits.    What  we  charge  as 

government  is  such  a  one,  I  believe,  as  the  his  demerits  are  all  of  the  same  nature ;  for 

British  nation  in  particular  will  disown  ;  for  though  there  is  undoubtedly  oppression,  breach 

I  win  venture  to  say,  that,  if  there  is  any  one  of  faith,  cruelty,  perfidy,  charged  upon  him 
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yet  the  great  ruling  principle  of  the  whole,  ajid  vate  use ;  fix  though  in  that  and  in  eiwy  itate 

that,  from  which  you  can  never  have  an  act  there  may  be  subsidiary  treaties,  by  which 

free,  is  money — it  is  the  vice  of  base  avarice,  sums  of  money  may  be  received,  3ret  they  ibr- 

which  never  is,  nor  ever  appears  even  to  the  bid  their  servants,  their  govemours,  whatever 

prejudices  of  mankind  to  be,  any  thing  like  a  application  they  might  pretend  to  make  of 

virtue.     Our  desire  of  acquiring  sovereignty  them,  to  receive,  under  any  other  name  or  pre- 

in  India  undoubtedly  originated  first  in  ideas  tence,  more  tlian  a  certain  marked  simple  sua 

of  safety  and  necessity ;  its  next  step  was  a  of  money,  and  this  not  without  the  consent  and 

step  of  ambition.    That  ambition,  as  generally  permission  of  the  presidency,  to  which  tbej 

happens  in  conquest,  was  ibllowed  by  gains  of  belong.    This  is  the  substance,  the  prineiple, 

money ;  but  afterwards  there  was  no  mixture  at  and  the  spirit  of  the  covenants,  and  will  ahew 

all;  it  was,  during  Mr.  Hastings's  time,altoge-  your  lordships  how  radicated  an  evil  this  of 

ther  a  business  of  money.  If  he  has  extirpated  a  bribery  and  presents  was  judged  to  be. 
nation,  I  will  nnt  say  whether  properly  or  im-        When  these  covenants  arrived  in  India,  the 

properly,  it  is  because  (says  he)  you  have  all  the  servants  refused  at  first  to  execute  them ;  and 

benefit  of  conquest  without  expense,  you  have  got  smpended  the  execution  of  them,  till  they  had 

a  large  sum  of  money  from  the  people,  and  you  enridied  themselves  with  presents.     Elevaa 

may  leave  them  to  be  governed  by  whom,  and  months  clasped,  and  it  was  not  till  Lord  Clivo 

as  they  will.     This  is  directly  contrary  to  tho  reached  the  place  of  his  destination,  that  the 

principles  of  conquerours.  If  be  has  at  anytime  covenants  were  executed  ;  and  they  were  Dot 

taken  any  monev  from  the  dependencies  of  the  executtxl  then  without  some  degree  of  ibree. 

company,  he  does  not  pretend,  that  it   was  Soon  aAerwards  the  treaty  was  made  with  the 

obtained  from  their  zeal  and  affection  to  our  country  powers,  by  which   Shuja  ul  Dowh 

cause,  or  that  it  made  their  submission  more  was  re>establi^ed  in  the  province  of  Oude, 

complete;  very  far  from  it.     He  says,  they  and  paid  asum  of  iS.600yOOO  to  the  company  far 

ought  to  be  independent,  and  all,  that  you  have  it.    It  was  a  public  payment,  and  there  was 

to  do,  it  is  to  squeeze  money  from  them.    In  not  a  suspicion,  that  a  single  shilling  of  privatt 

short  money  is  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  emolument  attended  it.      But  M^iether  Mr, 

the  end  of  every  kind  of  act  done  by  Mr.  Has-  Hastings  had  the  example  of  others  or  not,  tbek 

tings — pretendedly  for  the  company,  but  really  example  could  not  Justify  his  briberies.    Ha 

for  himself.  was  sent  there  to  put  an  end  te  all  those  e»- 

Having  said  so  much  about  the  origin,  the  amples.  The  company  did  expressly  vest  bin 
first  principle  both  of  that,  which  he  nuJces  his  with  that  power.  They  declared  at  that  time, 
merit,  and  which  we  charge  as  his  demerit ;  that  the  whole  of  their  service  was  totally  cor* 
the  next  step  is,  that  I  should  lay  open  to  your  nipted  by  bribes  and  presents,  and  by  extrava- 
lordships,  as  clearly  as  1  can,  vvhat  the  vense  gance  and  luxury,  which  partly  gave  rise  te 
of  his  employers,  the  East- India  Compikny,  them ;  and  these  in  their  turn  enabled  then 
and  what  the  sense  of  rhe  legislature  itself  to  pursue  those  excesses.  They  not  only  re- 
has  been  upon  those  merits  and  demerits  cf  posed  trust  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Hastinga, 
^oonoy.  but  reposed  trust  in  his  remarkable  frugality 

My  lords,  the  company  knowing,  that  these  and  order  in  his  affairs,  which  they  considered 

money  transactions  were   likely  to  subvert  as  things,  that  distinguished  his   character, 

that  empire,  which  was  first  established  upon  But  in  his  defence  we  have  him  quite  in  another 

them,  did  in  the  year  1705,  send  out  a  body  of  characterj  no  longer  the  frugal  attentive  servant 

fhe  strongest  and  most  solemn  covenants  to  their  bred  to  business,  bred  to  book-keeping,  as  all 

servants,  that  they  should  take  no   presents  the  company's  servants  are;  be  now  knowi 

from  the  country  powers  under  any  name  or  nothing  of  his  own  afiairs,  knows  not  whether 

description,  except  those  things,  which  were  he  is  rich  or  poor,  knows  not  what  he  baa  in 

publicly  and  openly  taken  for  the  use  of  the  the  world.    Nay,  people  are  brought  forwaid 

conipany ,  namely  taritonet^  or  tum»  of  money  ^  to  say ,  that  they  know  better  than  he  does  what 

which  might  be  obtained  by  treaty.     They  hb  aiSairs  are.    He  is  not  like  a  carefiil  maa 

distinguished  such  presents,  as  were  taken  bred  in  a  counting-house,  and  by  the  directors 

from  any  persons  privately  and  unknown  to  put  into  an  office  of  the  highest  trust  on  aocomt 

them,  and  without  Uictr  authority,  from  subsi-  of  the  regularity  of  his  affairs  ;  he  is  like  ooe 

dies;  and  that  this  is  the  true  nature  and  con-  buried  in  tl:e  contemplation  of  the  stars,  and 

struction  of  their  order,  I  shall  contend,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  things  of  this  world.    It 

explain  afterwards  to  your  lordships.    They  was  then  on  account  of  an  idea  of  hisgragi 

^ve  said,  nothing  shall  be  taken  for  their  pri-  integrity,  that  the  company  put  him  into  thii 
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Sinrp  that  he  has  thought  proper  such  like,— directly  in  the  very  same  light  at 

»  justify  himself,  not  by  clearing  himself  of  they  considered  taking  titcm  by  thdroselrea. 

reoeiving  bribes,  but  by  Faying,  that  n-^  bad  It  is  perhaps  a  much  more  dangerous  way, 

sonsctjueoces  resulted  from  it,  and  that,  if  any  because  it  adds  to  the  crime  a  false  prsvari- 

such  eril  consequences  did  arise  from  it,  they  eating  mode  of  concealing  it,  and  makes   it 

amse  rather  from  his  inattention  to  money  than  much  more  mischievous  by  admitting  others 

from  hb  desire  of  acquiring  it.  into  the  participation  of  it.    Mr.  Hastings  hat 

I  hare  stated  to  your  lordships  ilio  nature  of  said,  and  it  is  one  of  the  general  complaints  of 

the  covenants,  which  the  East-India  Company  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  is  made  answerable  for 

teot  out.    AAcrwards,  when  they  found  their  the  acts  of  other  men.    It  is  a  thing  inherent 

servants  had  refused  to  execute  these  covenants,  in  the  nature  of  his  situation.    AH  those,  who 

they  not  only  very  severely  reprehended  even  a  enjoy  a  great  superintending  trust,  which  is  to 

nomenl's  delay  in  their  execution,  and  threa-  regulate  the  whole  affairs  of  an  empire,  aro 

taoed  the  exacting  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  responsible  for  the  acts  and  conduct  of  other 

periurroanre  of  then,  but  they  sent  a  commis-  men,  so  far  as  they  had  any  thing  to  do  with 

lioQ  to  «>nft>rco  the  observftnce  of  them  more  appointing  them,    or   holding  them  in  their 

strongly ;  and  that  commission  had  it  specially  places,  or  having  any  sort  of  inspection  into 

in  charge  never  to  receive  presents.      They  their  conduct. 

sever  sent  out  a  person  to  India  without  re-  But  when  a  govemour  presumes  to  remove 
eogniziog  the  grievance ,  and  without  ordering,  from  their  situations  those  persons,  whom  the 
that  presents  should  not  bo  received,  as  the  public  authority  and  sanction  of  the  company 
■Mio  fundamental  prt  of  their  duty,  and  upon  have  appointed,  and  obtrudes  upon  them  by 
which  all  the  rest  depended,  as  it  certainly  violence  other  persons,  superseding  the  orders 
■nst :  for  persons  at  tiie  head  of  government  of  his  masters,  he  becomes  doubly  responsiU* 
iMwdd  not  encourage  tliat  by  example,  %vhicti  for  their  conduct.  If  the  p<*rvons  he  namea 
ihey  ought  by  precept,  authority  and  force,  to  should  be  of  notorious  evil  character  and  evil 
raslrmin  in  all  below  tliem.  That  commission  principles,  and  if  this  should  be  perfectly 
UiBf ,  another  commission  was  preparing  to  known  to  himself,  and  of  public  notoriety  to 
ks  tent  out  with  the  same  instructions,  when  the  rest  of  the  world,  then  another  strong  re- 
la  act  of  parliament  took  it  up:  and  that  act,  spoosibility  attaches  on  him  for  the  acts  of 
which  gave  Mr.  Hastings  power,  did  mould  in  those  persons. 

die  very  first  stamina  of  his  power  this  principle  GrovernourS,  wo  know  very  well,  cannot 

ii  words  the  most  dear  and  forcible,  that  an  act  with  their  own  hands  be  continually  receiving 

af  parliament  could  pansibly  dovi.<te  upon  the  bribes ;   for   then   they  must  have  as  many 

■object.    And  that  act  was  made  not  only  upon  hands,  as  one  of  the  klols  in  an  Indian  temple, 

I  general  knowle<lge  of  the  gi  ievance,  but  your  in  order  to  receive  all  the  bribes,  which  a  gO' 

lofdship*  will  see  in  the  repv»ris  of  that  time,  vemour-gcneral  may  receive ;  but  they  have 

that  parliament  had  directly  in  vidw  before  them  vicarously.    As  there  are  many  ofiices, 

dMa  the  whole  of  that  monsiro'w  head  of  cor-  so  ho  has  had  various  officers,  for  receiving 

raption  under  ihe  name  of  presents,  and  all  and  distributing  his  bribes ;  he  has  had  a  great 

ike  monstrous  consequences,  that  foUow.xl  it.  many,  some  white  and  some  black,  agents. 

Now,  my  lords,  every  office  of  trust,  in  its  The  white  men  are  loose  and  licentious  ;  they 

very  nature,  forbids  the  receipt  of  bribes.    But  are  apt  to  have  resentments,  and  to  be  bold  in 

Ifr.  Hastings  was  forbidden  it,  first,  by  his  revenging  them.     The  black  men  are  very 

official  situation ;  next  by  covenant ;  and  lastly  secret  and  mysterious ;  they  are  not  apt  to  havs 

by  act  of  parliament — that  is  to  say,  by  all  veryquickresentments,  they  have  not  the  same 

dU  things,  that  bind  mankind,  or  that  can  bind  liberty  and  boldness  of  hinguage,  which  cha- 

ibemr- ^rst,  moral  obligation  inherent  in  the  racterize  Europeans  ;  and  they  have  fears  too 

iocy  of  their  office ;  next,  the  positive  bjunc-  for  themsehres,  which  makes  it  more  likely, 

tians  oTthe  legislature  of  the  country ;  and  lastly,  that  they  will  conceal  any  thing  committed  to 

a  man's  own  private,  particular,  voluntary  act  them  by  Europeans.    Therefore  Mr.  Hastings 

and  covenant.     These  three,  tlie  great   and  had   his   black  agents,  not  one,  two,  three, 

saly  obligations,  that  bind  mankind,  all  united  but  many,  disseminated  through  the  country ; 

in  ths  focus  of  this  single  point— that  they  no  two  of  them  hardly  appear  to  be  in  the 

should  take  DO  prescnis.  secret  of  any  one  brilte.    Ho  has  had  likewise 

I  am  to  mark  your  lordships,  that  this  law  his  white  agents— they  were  necassary — a  Mr. 

ani  this  covenant  did  consider  indirect  ways  Larkins  and  a  Mr.  Crof\s.    Mr.  Crofts  waa 

•Ttakingpresents—tak'ng  them  by  others,  and  sub-treasurer,  and  Mr.  Larkins  accountaol 
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rtmnoctioa  with  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  but  and  these  were  the  horrid  waya,  to  which  M 

of  a  year's  standing:  ho  had  before  served  in  received  bribes  beyond  any  conunoo  rate, 

that  capacity  Mr.  Sykes,  who  recnnimended  When  Mr.  Hastings  was  appointed  in  dM 

him  to  Mr.  Hastings.    Your  lordships  then  year  1773  to  be  govemour-general  of  Bengal, 

are  to  judge,  whether  such  outrageous  viola-  togcOiorvith  Mr. BarweU, General  Chnrerin^ 

lions  of  all  the  principles,  by  which    Mr.  Colon -.^l  M>nson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  the  com* 

Hastings  pretended  to  be  guided  in  the  settle-  paiiy,  \  noy.iru;  the  former  corrupt  state  oftheii 

ment  of  these  farms,  were  for  the  benefit  of  s«»rvj'X  [U>i  ihe  whole  corrupt  system  of  Mr 

this  old,  decayed,  affectionate  servant  of  one  Ila-tlTi.'i  ai  that  time  not  being   known,  oi 

year's  standing — your  lordships  will  judge  of  even  ?<i;riH-cied  at  home)  did  order  them,  ii 

that.  di9chnr(;(;  of  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  pariiameor, 

I  have  here  sp<^cn  only  of  the  beginning  of  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  manner  of  corn^ 

a  great  notorious  system  of  corruption;  which  tions  and  malversations  iK  office,  without  the 

branched  out  so  many  ways,  and  into  such  a  exception  of  any  persons  whatever.      Yoor 

variety  of  abuses,  and  has  dHicted  that  kingdom  lordships  are  to  know,  that  the  act  did  cxprew 

with  such  horrible  evils  from  that  day  to  this,  ly  authorize  the  court  of  directors  to  frama  a 

that  I  will  venture  to  say  it  will   make  one  body  of  instructions,  and  to  give  orders  to  their 

of  the  greatest,  weightiest,  and  most  material  new  servants,  appointc<l  under  the  act  oTptr* 

parts  of  the  charge,  that  is  now  before  you  ;  liament,  lest  it  should  he  suppa^^d,  that  thefi 

as  I  believe  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  their  appoinnicnt  ti'iJcT  t  he  act,  could  ti^Mr> 

an  attempt  to  set  up  the  whole  landed  interest  sede  the  authority  ri  t):?  tiir'^ciors. 

of  a  kingdom  to  auction  must  be  attended,  not  The  directors,  sensiu'r  of  i*.«f  pTwer  left  fa 

only  in  that  act  but  every  consequential  act,  them  over  their  servants  by  ih-^  act  of  paHiiF 

with  most  grievous  and  terrible  consequences,  ment,  though  their  nomiiiatif^n  was  taken  froa 

My  lords,  I  will  now  come  to  a  scene  of  pecu-  them,  did,  agreeably  u>  iliu  spirit  and  poww 

lation  of  another  kind ;  namely,  a  peculation  by  of  that  act,  give  thi»  order, 

the  direct  sale  of  offices  of  justice ;  by  the  direct  The  council  cor.MJsted  of  two  parties ;  Mr, 

sale  of  the  successions  of  families,  by  the  sale  of  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  who  were  choMBi 

gaurdianships,  and  trusts,  held  most  sacred  and  kept  there,  upon  the  idea  of  their  Iced 

among  the  people  of  India ;  by  the  sale  of  knowledge ;  and  the  other  three,  who  were  ap- 

them,  not  as  before  to  farmers,  not  as  you  might  pointed   on  account  of  their  great  parts  ■■■ 

imagine  to  near  relations  of  the  families,  but  a  known  integrity.    And  I  will  venture  to  taji 

sale  of  them  to  the  unfaithful  servants  of  those  that  those  three  gcntk  men  did  so  execute  their 

families,  their  own  perfidious  servants,  who  duty  in  India  in  all  the  substantial  parts  of  ily 

had  ruined  their  estates,  who,  if  any  balance!  that  they  will  serve  as  a  shield  to  cover  the 

had  accrued  to  the  government,  had  been  the  honour  of  England,  whenever  this  countiy  ii 

cause  of  those  debts.    Those  very  servants  upbraided  in  India. 

were  put  in  power  over  their   estates,  their  They  found  a  rumour  running  through  Iht 

persons  and  their  families  by  Mr.   Hastings  country  of  great  peculations  and  oppressioae. 

for  a  shameful  price.     It  will  be  proved  to  Soon  after,  when  it  was  known,  what  their  in- 

your  lordsh^  in  the  course  of  this  business,  structions  were,  and  that  the  council  was  ready, 

that  Mr.  Hastings  has  done  this  in  another  as   is  the  first  duty  of  all  govemours,  even 

sacred  trust,  the  most  sacred  trust  a  man  can  when  there  is  no  express  order,  to   receiye 

have  ;  that  is,  in  the  cose  of  those  vackiels  (as  complaints  against  the  oppressions  and  eoi^ 

they  call  them)  agents,  or  attomies,  who  had  ruptions  of  government  in  any  partcf  it    they 

been  sent  to  assert  and  support  the  rights  of  found  such  a  body  (and  that  body  shall  be  pio- 

ibeir  miserable  masters  before   the  cotmcil-  duoed  to  your  lordships)  of  corruption  and  pecQ> 

general.    It  will  be  proved,  that  these  vackiels  lation  in  every  walk,  in  every  department,  m 

were  by  Mr.  Hasting,  for  a  price  to  be  paid  every  situation  of  life,  in  the  sale  of  the  moK 

for  it,  put  in  possession  of  the  very  power,  sacred  trusts,  and  in  the  destruction  of  the 

situation,  and  estates  of  those  masters,  who  most  antient  families  of  the  country,  as  I  be* 

sent  them  to  Calcutta  to  defend  them  from  licve  in  so  short  a  time  never  was  unveiled 

wrong  and  violence.    The  selling  offices  of  since  the  worid  began, 

justice,  the  sale  of  succession  in  families,  of  Your  lordships   would  imagine,  that   Mr. 

guardianships   and   other  sacred  trusts,  the  Hastings  would  at  least  ostensibly  have  takes 

selluig  masters  to  their  servants,  and  princi-  some  part  in  endeavouring  to  bring  these  eor* 

oals  to  the  attornies  they  employed  to  defend  ruptions  before  the  public,  or  that  he  wouU  al 

themeelvos,  were  all  parts  of  the  some  system ;  least  have  acted  with  some  little  manageoiedl 
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iiat  mdutt  in  which  have  been  nustled  and  bred  man  is  well  known  in  Ihe  records  of  the  com- 
•nd  bom  all  the  corruptions  of  India ; — first,  pany,  as  his  agent  for  receiving  secret  gifts, 
by  making  extravagant  demands,  and  afler-  confiscations  and  presents.  You  would  have 
wards  by  making  corrupt  relaxations  of  them,  imagined,  that  he  would  at  least  have  kept 
Besides  this  monstrous  failure  in  conse-  him  out  of  these  farms,  in  order  to  give  the 
qjuence  of  a  miserable  exaction,  by  which  more  measure  a  colour  at  least  of  disinterestedness, 
was  attempted  to  bo  forced  firom  the  country  and  to  show,  that  this  whole  system  of  corrup- 
tban  it  was  capable  of  yielding,  and  this  by  tion  and  pecuniary  oppression  was  carried  on 
way  of  experiment,  when  your  lordships  come  ibr  the  benefit  of  the  company.  The  gover- 
to  inquire  who  the  farmers-general  of  the  nour-general  and  council  made  an  ostensible 
revenue  were,  you  would  naturally  expect  to  order,  by  which  no  collector,  or  person  oon> 
find  them  to  be  the  men  in  the  severaJ  coun-  ccmed  in  the  revenue,  should  have  any  coo- 
tries,  who  had  the  most  interest,  the  greatest  nection  with  these  farms.  This  order  did  not 
wealth,  the  best  knowledge  of  the  revenue  and  include  the  govemour-general  in  the  words  of 
resources  of  the  country,  in  which  thoy  lived,  it,  but  more  than  included  him  in  the  spirit  of 
These  would  be  thdught  the  natural  proper  it :  because  his  power  to  protect  a  fkrmer- 
&rmers-general  of  each  district*.  No  such  general  in  the  person  of  his  own  servant  was 
thing,  my  lords.  They  are  fuund  in  the  body  infinitely  greater  than  that  o/[  any  subordi- 
of  people,  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  your  lord-  nate  person.  Mr.  Hastings,  in  breach  of  this 
ships.  They  were  almost  all  let  to  Calcutta  order,  gave  farms  to  his  own  banyan.  You  find 
banyans.  Calcutta  banyans  were  the  farmers  of  him  the  farmer  of  great,  of  vast  and  extensive 
ahaost  the  whole.  They  sub-delegated  toothers^  farms. 

who  some^mes  had  sub-delegates  under  them        Anotlier  regulation,  that  was  made  on  that 
ti  u\/haium.     The  whole  formed  a  system  occasion,  was,  that  no  farmer  should  have, 
together  through  the  succession  of  black  tyrants  except  in  particular  cases,  which  were  mark- 
scattered  through  tlio  country,  in  which  you  ed, 'described,  and  accurately  distinguished,  a 
tt  last  find  the  Eurc^an  at  the  end,  somo-  greater  farm  than  what  paid  £.10,000  a  year 
tinMs  indeed  not  hid  very  deep,  not  above  one  to  government.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  broken 
Wtween  him  and  tlie  farmer,   namely,  his  the  first  regulation  by  giving  any  farm  at  all 
lanyan  directly,  or  some  other  black  person  to  his  banyan,  finding  himself  balder,  broke 
k> represent  him.    But  some  have  so  managed  the  second  too,  and,  instead  of  £.10,000,  gave 
Ibe  aflair,  tluu  when  you  inquire  who  the  far-  himfarms  paying  a  revenue  of  £.130,000  a  year 
■er  is— Was  such  a  one  farmer  ? — No.  Can-  to  government.    Men  undoubtedly  have  been 
loo  Baboo? — No.      Another? — No:  at  last  known  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  their  do- 
fou  fiod  three  deep  of  fictitious  farmers,  and  mestics :   such  things  have  happened  to  great 
yoQ  find   tlie  European  gentlemen,  high   in  men ;  they  never  have  liappcned  justifiably  in 
tJaco  and  authority,  the  real  farmers  of  the  my  opinion.    They  have  ne\*er  happened  e»> 
settlement.    So  that  the  zemindars  were  dis-  cusably;  but  we  are  acquainted  suflkiently 
ssed,  the  country  racked  and  ruined  for  tho  with  the  weakness  of  human  nature  to  know, 
it  of  an  Euro|)can,  under  the  name  of  a  that  a  domestic,  who  has  served  you  in  a  near 
' :  (or  you  will  easily  judge  whether  lliese  office  long,  and  in  your  opinion  faithfully,  does 
fentleroen  had  fallen  so  deeply  in  love  witii  the  become  a  kind  of  relation :  it  brings  on  a  great 
bftnyans,  and  thought  so  highly  of  their  merits  affection  and  regard  for  his  interest.     Now 
■ad  services,  as  to  reward  them  with  all  the  was  this  the  case  %vith  Mr.  Hastings  and  Caih 
poMessioos  of  ilie  great  landed  interest  of  the  too  Baboo  ?  Mr.  Hastings  was  just  arrived  at 
txNMitry.    Your  k>rdships  are  loo  grave,  wise  his  government,  and  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been 
and  dtsccming,  to  make  it  necesKury  fur  me  but  a  year  in  his  service:  so  that  he  could  not 
lo  say  more  upon  that  subject.    Tell  me,  that  in  that  time  have  contracted  any  great  degree 
tha  banyans  of  English  gentlemen,  dcpemlantfl  of  friendship  for  him.    These  people  do  not 
oo  them  at  Calcutta,  were  the  farmers  tlirough-  live  in  your  house ;  the  Hindoo  servants  never 
oat,  and  I  believe  I  need  nut  tell  your  lordships,  sleep  in  it ;  they  cannot  eat  with  your  servant ; 
Ibr  whose  benefit  they  were  f  irmers.  they  have  no  second  table,  in  which  they  can 
But  there  is  one  of  these,  who   comes  to  be  continually  about  you,  to  be  domesticated 
■early,  indeed  so  precisely  wiiliin  this  observa-  with  yourself,  a  part  of  your  being,  as  people*! 
lioo,  d^t  it  is  impoesibln  for  nw  to  pass  him  by.  servants  are  to  a  certain  degree.    Those  peiw 
Whoever  has  heard  of  Mr.  Hastings's  name,  sons  live  all  abroad  ;  they  come  at  stated  houn 
with  any  knowledge  of  Indian  connections,  has  upon  matters  of  business,  and  nothing  more, 
•sard  of  bis  banyan  Cantoo  Baboo.    This  But  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  Mr.  Hastiagi'f 
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nniHCtioa  oilh  Canloo  Balna  hid  bnn  bul 
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<o  maki  u  inquiry  into  ill  manner  of  ■ 

■  gmt  nnluriDui  lyitoni  aTcarniptioa ;  which 
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Ibat  Mr.  HaMingi  hat  dona  ihi*  in  another 
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ia  his  opposition.    But  alas !  it  was  not  in  his  oUoquy  of  the  English  nation,  was  on  account 

powdr;  Uicre  was  nut  ono,  I  think,  but  I  am  of  his  attachment  to  ills  own  prince  and  the 

iorc  very  few,  of  Uiese  general  articles  of  cor-  liberties  of  hi?  country.  Be  he  what  he  might,  I 

raption,  in  which  the  most  eminent  figure  in  am  not  disposed,  nor  have  I  the  least  occasion, 

the  crowd,  t!io  principal  figure  as  it  were  in  to  defend  either  his  conduct  or  his  memory. 

tbo    piece,  was  not  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  It  is  to  no  purpose  for  Mr.   Hastings  to 

There  were  a  great  many  o-hrrs  involved  ;  spend  timo  in  idle  objections  to  the  character 

Ibrali  departments  were  corrupted  and  vitiated,  of  Nundcomar.    Let  him  be  as  bad  as  Mr. 

But  you  could  nol<ipen  a  page,  in  which  you  Hastings  represents  him.    I  suppose  he  was  a 

did  not  see  Mr.  Ha5tings,  or  in  which  you  did  caballing,  bribing,  intriguing  politician,  like 

not  see  Canioo  Baboo.     Either  the  black  or  others  in  that  country,  both  black  and  white, 

vdiilo  bide  of  Mr.  Ha.4ling8  constantly  was  We  know,  associates  in  dark  and  evil  actions 

Wsible  to  the  world  in  every  part  of  these  are  not  generally  the  best  of  men ;  but  be  that 

transactions.  as  it  will,  ir  generally  happens,  that  ihcy  are 

With  the  other  gentlemen,  who  were  visi-  the  best  of  all  discoverers.     If  Mr.  Hastings 

Ue  too,  I  have  at  present  no  dealing.    Mr.  were  the  accuser  of  Nundcomar,  I  should 

Hastings,  instead  of  using  any  management  think  the  presumptions  equally  strong  a^uinst 

OD  that  occasion,  instantly  set  up  his  power  Nundcomar,  if  he  had  .ictinl  as  Mr.  Ilastings 

and  authority,  direcUy  against  the  majority  has  acted.    He  was  not  only  r;oma'M*  at,  but 

of  the  cotmcil,  directly  against  his  colleagues,  the  most  competent  of  all  men  to  bo  Mr. 

direcdy  against  the  authority  of  the  East-India  Hastings's  accuser.    But  Mr.  Hastings  has 

eompony  and  the  authority  of  the  act  of  par-  himself  established  both  his  character,  and  bis 

liament,  to  put  a  dead  stop  to  all  these  in-  competency,  by  employing  him  against  Ma- 

quirios.    Pie  broke  up  the  council  the  moment  homed  Reza  Klidn.    He  shall  not  blow  hot 

they  attempted  to  perform  this  part  of  their  and  cold.    In  what  respect  was  Mr.  Hastings 

duty.    As  the  evidence  multiplied  upon  him,  better  than  Mahomed  Reza  Kh:'in,   that  the 

the  daring  extortions  of  lits  power  in  stopping  whole  rule,  princif>Ie,  and  system  of  accusa- 

aU  inquiries  increased  continually.    But  he  tion  and  inquiry  should  be  totally  reversed  in 

fare  a  credit  and  authority  to  the  evidence  general,  nay,  reversed  in  the  particular  in- 

bj  these  attempts  to  suppress  it.  stance  the  moment  he  became  accuser  against 

Tour  lordships  have  heard,  that  among  iho  Mr.  Hastings.    Such  was  the  accuser.    He 

body  of  the  accusers  of  this  corruption  there  was  the  man,  that  gave  the  bribes,  and,  in 

was  %  principal  man  in  the  country,  a  man  of  addition  to  his  own  evidence,  offers  proof  by 

tfie  first  rank  and  authority  in  it,  called  Nund-  other  witnesses. 

eomar,  who  had  the  management  of  revenues  What  was  the  accusation?  Was  the  ac- 
amountmg  to  £.150,000  a  year,  and  who  had,  cusation  improbable,  either  on  accoimt  uf  the 
if  really  inclined  to  play  the  small  game,  with  subject-matter,  or  tlie  actor  in  it  ?  Does  such 
which  ho  has  been  charged  by  his  accusers,  an  appmintroent  as  that  of  Munny  Begum  in 
abundant  means  to  gratify  himself  in  playing  the  most  barefaced  evasion  of  iiis  orders  a|^ 
great  ones  ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  pear  to  your  lordships  a  matter,  that  contains 
given  him,  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  no  just  presumptions  of  guilt?  so  that  when  a 
a  character,  which  would  at  least  justify  the  charge  of  bribery  comes  upon  it,  you  aro  pro- 
council  in  making  some  inquiry  into  charges  pared  to  reject  it,  as  if  the  action  were  so 
made  by  him.  clear  and  proper,  that  no  man  could  attribute 

First,  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  make  it  to  an  improper  motive?    And,  as  to  the 

them,  because  he  was  in  the  management  of  man,  is  Mr.  Hastii^s  a  man,  against  whom 

(hose  affairs,  from  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  sup-  a  charge  of  bribery  is  improbable  ?    Why,  he 

poaed  to  havo  received  corrupt  emolument,  owns  it.    Ho  is  a  professor  of  it.    He  reduces 

He  and  his  son  were  the  chief  managers  in  it  into  scheme  and  system.    He  glories  in  it. 

fhoao  transactions.    He  was,  tlierefore,  per-  He  turns  it  to  merit,  and  declares  it  is  the 

feetly  competent   to  it. — Mr.   Hastings  has  best  way  of  supplying  the  exigencies  of  the 

deared  his  character;  for,  though  it  is  true  company.    Why  therefore  should  it  be  held 

In  the  contradictions,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  improbable? — But  I  cannot  mention  this  pro- 

nas  entangled   himself,  ho  has  abused  and  ceeding  without  shame  and  horrour. 

iMulted  him,  and   particularly  after  his  ap-  My  lonls,  when  this  man  appeared  as  aa 

pearance,  as  an  acciwer,  yet  before  this  he  has  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  if  he  was  a  man  of 

giTen  thli  testimony  of  him,  that  the  hatred,  bad  character,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to 

Oat  iu4  been  drawn  upon  him,  and  the  general  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  accused  by  a  man  of  that 
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(iescri|«tion.     There  was  no  likelihood  of  1117        Then  he  took  another  step ;  he 

great  credit  being  given  to  him.  Nundcomar  of  a  conspiracy,  fi^ch  «•§  a  wi^ 

This  person,  who,  in  one  of  those  sales,  of  he  then  and  ever  since  has  used,  whemvw 

«^ich  I  have  already  given  you  some  acooimt  means  were  taken  to  detect  any  of  his  own 

in  the  history  of  the  last  period  of  the  revolu-  iniquities. 

tions  of  Bengal,  had  been,  or  thought  he  had        And  here  it  becomes  necessary  to  mentioa 

been,  dieatod  of  hu  money,  had  made  some  another  circumstance  of  history,  that  the  legu> 

discoveries,  and  been  guilty  of  that  great  irre-  lature,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the  i^oremoar- 

missiblo  sin  in  India,  ^e  disclosure  of  pecu-  general  and  council,  had  sent  out  a  oourt  eC 

lation.    He  -  afterwards  came  with  a  second  justice  to  be  a  counter  security  against  theM 

disclosure,  and   was    likely  to  have    odium  corruptions,  and  to  detect  and  punish  any  audi 

enough  upon  the  occasion.    He  directly  char^  misdemeanours,  as  might  appear.    And  diii 

ed  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  receipt  of  bribes  court  I  take  for  granted  has  done  great  aer- 

amounting  together  to  about  i£ .40,000  sterling,  vices. 

given  by  himself,  on  his  own  account,  and  that        Mr.  Hastings  flew  to  this  court,  idiidi  was 

of  Munn/  Begum.      The  charge  was  aocoro-  meant  to  protect  in  their  situations  inforaMifl 

panied  with  every  particular,  which  could  fa-  against  bribery  and  corruption,  rather  than  to 

cilitate  proof  or  detection,  time,  place,  persons,  protect  the  accused  from  any  of  the  preliminaiy 

species,  to  whom  paid,  by  whom  received,  methods,  which  must  indispensably  be  oaad 

Here  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  their  guilt ;  ha 

at  once  to  defeat  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  flew  to  this  court,  charging  this  NundcooHr 

and  to  clear  his  character  U>  the  worM.    His  and  others  with  being  conspirators, 
course  was  different.    He  railed  much  at  the        A  man  might  be  convicted  as  a  ooiiB|dnip 

accuser,  but  did  not  attempt  to  refiite  the  ao-  tor,  and  yet  afterwards  live  ;  he  might  ftfL 

cusation.    He  refuses  to  permit  the  inquiry  to  the  matter  into  other  hands,  and  go  on  mish 

go  on,  attempts  to  dissolve  the  council,  com-  his  information;  nothing  1ms  than  stnwn  daad 

mands  his  banyan  not  to  attend.    The  council  would  do  the  business.    And  here  happened 

however  goes  on,  examines  to  the  bottom,  and  an  odd  concurrence  of  circumstances.    iMOg 

resolves,  that  the  charge  was  proved,  and  that  before  Nundcomar  preferred  his  diai^,  Im 

tlie  money  ought  to  go  to  the  company.    Mr.  knew,  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  pbtting  his  rain, 

Hastings  then  broke  up  the  council,  I  will  not  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  luul  used  a  man, 

say  whether  legally  or  illegally.  The  company's  whom  he,  Nundcomar,  had   turned  out  «l 

law  council  thought  he  might  legally  do  it ;  doors,  called  Mohun  Persaud.    Mr.  Hnitiup 

but  he  corruptly  did  it,  and  led  mankind  no  had  seen  papers  put  upon  the  board,  charging 

room  to  judge  but  that  it  was  done  for  the  him  with  this  previous  plot  for  the  destvadian 

screening  of  his  own  guilt ;  for  a  man  may  use  of  Nundcomar ;  and  this  identical  person,  lii>> 

a  legal  power  corruptly,  and  for  the   most  bun  Persaud,  whom  Nundcomar  had  charged 

shameful  and  detestable  purposes.    And  thus  as  Mr.  Hastings's  associate  in  plotting  nii 

matters  continued,  till  he  commenced  a  o'imi-  ruin,  was  now  again  brought  forward,  as  IIm 

nal  prosecution  against  this  man — ^this  mukf  principal  evidence  against  him.    I  will  not 

vfhom  he  dared  not  meet  as  a  defendant.  enter  (God  forbid  I  shouU)  into  the  particulnii 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  answering   the  of  the  subsequent  trial  of  Nundcomar;  bn 

charge,  attacks  the  accuser.    Instead  of  meet-  you  will  find  the  marks  and   eharactera  «f 

ing  the  man  in  front,  he  endeavoured  to  go  it  to  be  these.    You  will  find  a  doae  connao- 

round,  to  come  upon  his  flanks  and  rear,  but  tion  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  chief  jui* 

never  to  meet  him  in  the  fitce  upon  the  ground  tice,  which  we  shall  prove.    We  shall  provn, 

of  bis  accusation,  as  he  was  bound  >>y  Jie  ex-  that  one  of  the  witnesses,  who  ^ipeared  thnin^ 

press  autliority  of  law,  and  tho  express  injuno-  was  a  person,  who  had  been  before,  or  hM 

tions  of  the  directors,  to  do.    If  (he  bribery  is  since  been,  concerned  with  Mr.  Haatingt  fa 

not  admitted  on  tlie  evidence  3f  Nundcomar,  his  most  iniquitous  transactions.    You  will 

yet  his  suppressing  it  is  a  rrfmc — a  violation  find  what  is  very  odd,  that  in  this  trial  for  far- 

of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.    He  gery,  with  which  this  man  stood  charged,  for* 

disobeyed  tl  (jsc  instructions  ;  and  if  it  be  only  gery  in  a  private  transaction,  all  the  peraoMg 

fordisobedienco,  for  rct>cUion  against  his  mas-  who  were  witnesses,  or  partiev  io  it,  h«d  been« 

ters  (putting  tho  corrupt  motive  out  of  the  before  or  since,  tho  particular  friends  of  Mr,. 

question)  I  charge  him  for  this  disobedience,  Hastings— in  short,  pcrsoi«*i  from  that  rabUa^ 

and  especially  on  account  of  tlio  principles,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  concerned,  boA 

jpon  which  he  proceeded  in  it.  before  and  since,  in  various  transactions  ud 
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Mfotiations  of  the  most  criminal  kind.    But  his  entcrtainm<*nt,  according  to  some  pretend 

dM  law  took  its  course.    I  have  notiung  more  ed  custom,  at  the  rate  oT  £.200  steriing  a  da/, 

to  aa/ than  that  the  man  is  gone— hangiid  justly  whilst  he  remained  at  Moorshedabad.    Mj 

iTjott  please  ;  and  that  it  did  so  happen  luckily  lords,  this  leads  me  to  a  few  reflections  on  th* 

fcr  Mr.  Hastings — it  so  happened,  that  the  ro>  apology  or  defence  of  this  bribe.    We  shall 

JeTof  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  justice  of  the  certainly  I  hope  render  it  clear  to  your  lord- 

oourt,  and  the  resolution  never  to  relax  its  ri-  ships,  that  it  was  not  paid  in  this  manner,  as  • 

four,  did  all  concur  just  at  a  happy  nick  of  daily  allowance,  but  given  in  a  gross  sum. 

tme  and  moment ;  and  Mr.  Hastmgs  accord-  But  take  it  in  his  own  way,  it  was  no  less  iUo- 

ingiy  had  the  full  benefit  of  them  all.  gal,  and  no  loss  contrary  to  his  covenant ;  but 

His  accuser  was  supposed  to  be  what  men  if  true  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  an  hor* 

nay  be,  and  yet  very  competent  for  accusera—  rible  aggravation  of  his   crime.     The  first 

namely,  one  of  his  accomplices  in  guilty  ac-  thing,  that  strikes,  is,  that  visits  from  Mr. 

tioM  ;  one  of  those  persona,  who  may  have  Hastings  are  pretty  severe  tilings  ;  and  hospi- 

a  great  deal  to  say  of  bribes.    All,  that  I  tality  at  Moorshedabad  is  an  expensive  virtue, 

eootend  for,  is,  that  he  was  in  the  closest  though  for  provision  it  is  one  of  tho  cheapest 

intimacy  witli  Mr.  Hastings,  was  in  a  sittia-  countries  in  tho  universe.    No  wonder,  thai 

tioa  ibr  giving  bribes ;  and  Uiat  Mr.  Hastinga  Mr.  Hastings  lengthened  his  visit,  and  made 

was  proved  c^crwards  to  have  received  a  sum  it  extend  near  three  months.    Such  hosts  and 

of  money  from  him,  which  may  be  well  referred  such  guests  cannot  bo  soon  parted.    Two  hun- 

to  bribes.  dred  |K>unds  a  day  for  a  visit !  it  is  at  the  rata 

This  example  had  its  use  in  the  way,  in  of  ^.73,000  a  year  for  himself;  and  as  I  find 

which  it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  in  which  his  companion  was  put  on  the  same  allowance, 

•k»e  it  couM  operate.    It  did  not  discourage  it  will  be  £.146,000  a  year  for  hospitality  to 

firferies ;  they  went  on  at  their  usual  rate,  two  English  gentlemen. 

neither  more  nor  less.    But  it  put  an  end  to  I  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  prince  in  Ea- 

tl  accusations  against  all  persons  in  power  rope,  who  goes  to  such  expensive  honpitali^ 

fiir  any  corrupt  practice.    Mr.  Hastings  ob-  of  splendour.    But  that  you  may  judge  of  tho 

serves,  that  no  man  in  India  complains  of  him.  true  nature  of  this  hospitality  of  corruption,  1 

It  ii  generally  true.    The  voice  of  all  India  is  must  bring  before  you  the  business  of  the  visi- 

itopped.    All   complaint  was  strangled  with  tor,  and  tho  condition  of  the  host,  as  stated  by 

lbs  aame  cord,  that  strangled  Nundcomar.  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  best  knows  what 

This  murdered  not  only  that  accuser,  but  all  he  was  doing. 

fiitura  accusation  ;  and  not  only  defeated  but  Ho  was  then  at  tho  old  capital  of  Bengal, 

totally  vitiated  and  reversed  all  the  ends,  for  at  the  time  of  this  expensive  entertainment  oo 

which  this  country,  to  its  eternal  and  indelible  a  business  of  retrenchment,  and  fur  the  esta- 

dishonour,  had  sent  out  a  pompous  embassy  of  Uishment  of  a  most  harsh,  rigorous,  and  op> 

joitice  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  globe.  pressive  oeconomy.    He  wishes  tho  ta^k  vrere 

Bat  though  Nundcomar  was  put  out  of  the  assigned  to  spirits  of  a  less  gentio  kind.    By 

way  by  the  means,  by  which  he  was  removed,  Mr.  Hastings's  account,  he  was  giving  daily 

•  part  of  the  charge  was  not  strangled  with  and  hourly  wounds  to  his  humanity  in  depri* 

Whilst  the  process  against  Niuidcomar  ving  of  tlieir  sustenance  hundreds  of  persons  of 

carrying  on  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  the  anticnt  nobility  of  a  great  fallen  kingdom. 

was  continuing  against  Mr.  Hastings  Yet  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this  galling  duty, 

fai  other  modes  ;  the  receipt  of  a  part  of  those  it  was  at  that  very  naoment  of  his  tender  sensi- 

bribes  from  Munny  Begum  to  the  amount  of  bilily,  that  from  the  collected  morseh  plucked 

£.]5;000  was  proved  against  him  ;  and  that  a  from  the  famished   mouths  of  hundreds  of 

sum,  to  the  same  amount,  was  to  be  paid  to  decayed,  indigent,  and  starving  nobility,  ho 

bisaasociate,  Mr.  Middleton,as  it  was  proved  gorged  his  ravenous  maw  with  £.200  a  day 

at  Calcutta,  so  it  will  be  proved  at  your  k)rd-  for  his   entertainment.    In  the  course  of  sJl 

ships*  bar  to  your  entire  satisfaction  by  records  this  proceeding  your  lordships  will  not  fiul  to 

)nd  living  testimony  now  in  England.    It  was  observe,  he  is  never  corrupt,  but  he  is  cruel ; 

.indeed  obliquely  admitted  by  Mr.  Hastings  he  never  dmes  with  comfort,  but  where  he  ii 

nimselC  sure  to  create  a  famine.    He  never  robs  from 

The  excuse  for  this  bribe,  fabricated  by  Mr.  the  loose  superfluity  of  standing  greatness ;  ho 

Hastings,  and  taught  to  Munny  Begum,  when  devours  the  fallen,  the  indi^nt,  the    neceo- 

hi  found,  that  she  was  obliged   to  prove  it  sKous.    His  extortion  is  not  like  the  generous 

him,  was,  that  it  was  given  t7  him  for  rapacity  of  the  princely  eagle  who  snatche* 
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mwajT  tiM  living  struggling  prey :  he  is  a  vul-  When  the  orders  of  the  court  to 

ture,  who  feeda  upun  the  prostrate,  the  dying  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  with  their  opinioa  oa 

and  the  dead.  As  his  cruelty  is  more  shocking  the  corrupt  cause  of  his  removal,  and  a  seeond 

than   his   corruption,  so  his   hypocrisy  has  time  to  pledge  to  him  the  public  faith  for  hil 

something   more  frightful   tlian    his    cruelty,  continuance,   were  received,  Mr.  Hasting 

For  whilst  his  bloody  and  rapacious  hand  who  had  been  just  before  a  pattern  of  ot»»> 

signs  proscriptions,  and  now  sweeps  away  the  dience,  when  the  despoiling,  oppressing,  iM> 

food  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  his  eyes  prisoning,  and  persecuting  this  num  was  iIm 

overflew  with  tears,  and  he  converts  the  heal-  object,  yet  when  the  order  was  of  a  beneSdal 

ingLclm,  that  bleeds  from  wounded  humanity,  nature,  and  pleasant  to  a  welUforroed  mind, 

Into  a  rsJicorous  and  deadly  poison  to  the  race  he  at  once  losc^  all  hia  old  principles,  he  grovn 

of  man.  stubborn  ami  refractory,  and  refuses  obedieootu 

Well,  there  was  an  end  to  this  tragic  en-  And  in  this  sullen  uncomplying  mood  he  ooi^ 
tertainment,  this  feast  of  Tantalus.  The  few  tinues,  imtil,  to  gratify  Mr.  Francis  in  n 
left  on  (he  pension  list,  the  poor  remnants,  agreement  on  some  of  their  differences,  ha 
that  had  escaped,  were  they  paid  by  his  ad-  consented  to  his  proposition  of  obedience  to 
miiiisiratrix  and  deputy  Munny  Begum?  Not  the  appointment  of  the  court  of  directors.  He 
a  shilling.  No  fewer  than  forty-nine  peti-  grants  to  his  arrangement  of  convenience  irfiit 
tions,  mostly  from  tlie  widows  of  the  greatest  he  had  refused  to  his  duty,  and  replaces  fiia; 
and  most  splendid  houses  of  Bengal,  came  magistrate.  But  mark  the  double  character 
before  the  council,  praying  in  the  most  de-  of  the  man.  never  true  to  any  thing  but  (nui 
plorabic  manner  for  some  sort  of  relief  out  of  and  duplicity.  At  the  same  time  that  he  pub* 
the  pittance  assigned  them.  Hli  colleagues,  licly  replaces  this  magistrate,  pretending  oooip 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,and  Mr.  pliance  with  his  colleague,  and  obedience  It 
Francis,  men,  who,  when  England  is  ro-  his  masters,  he  did  in  defiance  of  bis  own  ud 
preached  for  the  government  of  India,  will,  I  the  public  faith,  privately  send  an  assmanoe 
repeat  it,  as  a  shield  be  held  up  between  this  to  the  nabob — that  is,  to  Munny  Begum,  lu- 
nation and  infamy,  did,  in  conformity  to  the  forms  her,  that  he  was  compelled  by  necessi^ 
strict  orders  of  the  directors,  appoint  Ma-  to  the  present  arrangement  in  favour  of  Map 
homed  Rcza  Khilin  to  his  old  offices — that  is,  homed  Reza  Kh4n ;  but  that  on  the  fini 
to  the  general  superintendency  of  the  household  opportunity  he  would  certainly  displace  bbi 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  a  person,  again.  And  he  kept  faith  with  his  corruption, 
who  by  his  authority  might  keep  some  order  and  to  show  how  vainly  any  one  sought  prolee» 
in  the  ruling  family  and  in  the  state.  The  tion  in  the  lawful  authority  of  this  kingdom, 
court  of  directors  authorized  tlicm  to  assure  he  dicplaced  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  froa  tiie 
those  offices  to  him,  with  a  salary  reduced  lieutenancy  and  controullership,  leaving  hin 
indeed  to  £.30,000  a  year,  during  his  good  only  the  judicial  department  miserably  cia^ 
behaviour.     But  Mr.  Hastings,   as  soon  as  tailed. 

be  obtained  a  majority  by  the  death  of  the  But  does  he  adhere  to  his  old  pretence  of 

two  best  men  ever  sent  to  India,  notwitlistand-  freedom  to  the  nabob  ?    No  such  thing.    Hn 

tng  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  appoints  an  absolute  master  to  him  under  thn 

ipite  of  the  public  faith  soiemnly  pledged  to  name  of  resident,  a  creature  of  his  personni 

Mahomed  Reza  Khdn,  without  a  shadow  of  favour,  Sir  J.  Doiley,  from  whom  there  is  not 

complaint,  had  the  audacity  to  dispossess  him  one  syllable  of  correspondence,  and  not  onn 

of  all  his  offices,  and  appoint  his  bribing  pa-  item  of  account.     How  grievow  this  yokn 

troness,  the  old  dancing  girl,  Munny  Begum,  was  to  that  miserable  captive,  appean  by  a 

once  more  to  the  vice-royalty  and  all  its  atten-  paper  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  ai.fcnnwi 

dant  honours  and  functions.  ledges,  that  the  nabob  liad  offered,  out  of  thi 

The  pretence  was  more  insolent  and  shame-  £.160,000  payable  to  him  yearly,  to  give  up  tt 

less  than  the  acU  Modesty  does  not  long  survive  the  company  no  less  than  £.40,000  a  year,k 

innocence.    He  brings  forward  the  miserable  order  to  have  the  free  disposal  of  the  rest.   On 

pageant  of  the  nabob,  as  he  called  him,  to  be  Uie  this  all  comment  is  superfluous.    Your  lord* 

instrument  of  his  own  disgrace,  and  the  scan-  ahips  are  furnished  with  a  standard,  by  whkll 

dal  of  his  family  and  government.    He  makes  you  may  estimate  his  real  receipt  from  the 

him  to  pass  by  his  mother,  and  to  petition  us  revenue  assigned  to  him,  the  nature  of  dM 

to  appoint  Munny  Begum,  once  more  to  the  pretended  residency,  and  its  predatory  effeeliL 

administration  of  the  vice-royalty.    He  distri-  It  will  give  full  credit  to  what  waa  general^ 

Auted  Mahomed  Rcia  Kh&n*s  salary  as  a  tvoil.  rumoured  and  believed,  that  substaatlally  ud 


OF  WARREN  HAST  t^GS,  ESQ,.  95] 

boMficially  the  itabob  never  received  50  out  decent  and  commonly  sensible  use  of  it.  wouk 

of  the  £.160,000  pounds  ;  which  will  account  naturally  have  said,  this  man  is  justly  takeb 

be  his  known  poverty,  and  wretchedness,  and  away,  who  has  accused  mo  of  these  crimes « 

that  of  all  about  him.  but  as  there  are  other  %vtUH»ses,  as  there  ait 

Thus  by  his  corrupt  trafTic  of  bribes  with  other  means  of  a  further  inquiry,  as  the  mai. 

one  KtndaJous  woman  he  disgraced  and  enfee-  is  gone,  of  whose  pcrfiries  I  might  have 

blad  (he  native  Maliomedan  government,  cap-  reason  to  be  afraid,  let  us  now  go  into  the  in* 

lived  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  and  ruined  quiry.   I  think  he  did  very  ill  not  to  go  into  the 

■ad  fubverted   the  justice  of  the  country.'  inquiry,  when  the  man  was  alive  ;  but  be  it  to, 

What  is  worse,  the  steps  taken  for  the  mur-  that  he  was  afraid  of  him,  and  waited  till  b« 

dcr  of  Nundcomar,  his  accuser,  have  confirm-  was  removed,  why  not  afterwards  go  into  such 

•d  and  given  sanction  not  only  to  the  corrup-  an  inquiry  ?  Why  not  go  into  an  inquiry  of  all 

tioiw  then  practised  by  the  govemour-geneoL,  the  othur  peculations  and  charges  upon  him. 

but  to  all,  of  which  he  has  since  been  guil^.  which  were  innumerable,  one  of  which  1  have 

This  will  furnish  your  lordships  with  some  just  mentioned  in  particular,  the  chaise  of 

general  idea,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  Munny  Begunv— of  having  received  from  her, 

of  the  bribe,  for  which  he  sold  the  country  <»*  her  adopted  son,  a  bribe  of  £.40,000? 
government.  Is  it  fit  for  a  govemour  to  say, — will  Mr. 

Under  this  head  you  will  have  produced  to  Hastings  say  before  this  august  assembly,  I 

yoo  full  proof  of  his  sale  of  a  judical  office  to  may  be  accused  in  a  court  of  justice,  I  am  upon 

t  person  called  Kh&n  JehUn  Kh^n,  and  the  my  defence,  let  all  charges  remain  against 

modes  he  took  to  frustrate  all  inquiry  on  that  me,  I  will  not  give  you  an  account  ?  Is  it  fit, 

mbject  upon  a  wicked  and  false  pretence,  that  that  a  govemqur  should  sit  with  recorded  bri- 

•ecording  to  his  religious  scruples  he  could  not  bery  upon  him  at  the  head  of  a  public  boardi 

be  sworn.  and  the  government  of  a  great  kingdom,  when 

The  great  end  and  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  it  is  in  his  power  by  inquiry  to  do  it  away  ? 

ihow  the  criminal  tendency,  the  mischievous  No— the  chastity  of  character  of  a  man  in 

Batnre,  of  these  crimes,  and  the  means  taken  that  situation  ought  to  be  as  dear  to  him  at 

to  elude  their  discovery.     I  am  now  giving  his  innocence.    Nay,  more  depended  upon  it. 

your  lordships  that  general  view,  which  may  His  innocence  regarded  himself,  his  charac- 

lerve  to  characterize  Mr.  Hastings's  adminis-  ter  regarded  the  public  justice,  regarded  his 

Iratioa  in  all  tlie  other  parts  of  it.  authority,  and  the  respect  due  to  the  English 

It  was  not  true  in  fact  (as  Mr  Hastings  in  that  counu-y.     I  charge  it  upon  him,  tluu 

gives  out)  tliat  there  was  nothing  now  against  not  only  did  he  suppress  the  inquiry  to  the  best 

hinii  and  that,  when  ho  had  got  rid  of  Nund-  of  his  power  (and  it  shall  be  proved)  but  he 

eomar  and  his  charge,  he  got  rid  of  the  whole,  did  not  in  any  one  instance  endeavour  to  clear 

No  such  thing.    An  immense  load  of  charges  off  that  imputation  and  reproach  from  the 

of  bribery  remained.     They  were  coming  af^  English  government.     He  went  further,  he 

terwards  from  every  part  of  the  province ;  and  never  denied  hardly  any  of  those  charges  af 

there  was  no  office  in  the  execution  of  justice,  the  time.    They  are  so  numerous,  that  I  can 

which  he  was  not  accused  of  having  soM  in  not  be  positive ;  some  of  them  he  might  meet 

the  most  flagitious  manner.  with  some  sort  of  denial,  but  the  most  part  be 

AAer  all  this  thundering  the  sky  grew  calm  did  not. 
and  clear,  and  Mr.  Hastings  sat   with  re-        The  first  thing  a  man  under  such  an  aecu* 

tofded   peculation,   with    peculation    proved  sation  owes  to  the  world  is  to  deny  the  charge ; 

upon  oath  on  the  minutes  of  that  verycoun-  next  to  put  it  to  the  proof;  and  Isstly  to  let 

dl— he  sat  at  the  head  of  that  council  and  that  inquiry  freely  go  on.    He  did  not  permit  thb, 

board   where   his   peculations  were  proved  but  stopped  it  all  in  his  power.   I  am  to  men* 

against  him.  These  were  aflerwards  transmit-  tion  some  exceptions  perhaps  hereafler,  which 

ted,  and  recorded  in  the  registers  of  his  masters,  will  terui  to  fortify  the  principle  tenfold, 
as  an  eternal  monument  of  his  corruption,  and         He  promised  indeed  the  court  of  directors 

of  his  high  disobedience,  and  flagitious  at-  (to  whom  he  never  denied  the  fikcts)  a  full 

iMiqMa  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  various  and  liberal  explanation  of  these  transactioni ; 

peculations,  of  %vhich  he  had  been  guilty,  to  which  full  and  liberal  explanation  he  never 

tiie  disgrace  and  ruin  of  the  country  commit-  gave.    Many  years  passed;  even  parliameot 

led  to  his  care.  took  notice  of  it ;  and  he  never  gave  them  a 

Mr.  Hastings,  afler  the  execution  of  Nund-  liberal  explanation,  or  any  explanation  at  all, 

r,  if  he  had  intended  to  make  even  a  of  them.     A  man  may  say,  I  am  threatened 
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frith  a  fuU  in  a  court,  and  it  may  bo  very  detect  the  (klsehood  of,  an/  of  than 

disadvantagous  to  mc,  if  I  disclose  my  defence,  against  him,  and  by  punishing  the  author*  of 

That  is  a  proper  answer  for  a  man  in  common  them,  he  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  pubvenioa 

life,  who  has  no  particular  character  to  mstain ;  of  all  the  principles  of  British  gjOveaaomA  mm 

but  is  that  a  proper  answer  for  a  govemour  wiQ  deserve,  and  will  I  dare  say  meet,  your 

accused  of  bribery  ?  that  accusation  transmit-  lordships*  most  severe  animadrersloo. 

ted  to  his  masters,  and  his  masters  giving  credit  In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  we  find  a  sort 

to  it?    Good  God '.  is  that  a  state,  in  which  a  of  pause  in  his  |>oculations,  a  sort  of  gap  in  the 

man  is  to  say,  I  am  upon  the  defensive  ?  I  history,  as  if  pages  wore  torn  out.   No  looker 

am  on  my  guard?  I  will  give  you  no  satis-  we  meet  with  the  same  activity  in  taking  moDey, 

faction?  I  have  promised  it,  but  I  have  already  that  was  before  found  ;  not  even  a  trace  of 

deferred  it  for  seven  or  eight  years  ?  Is  not  thu  complimentary  presents  is  to  be  found  in  the 

tantamount  to  a  denial  ?  records  during  the  time,  whilst  General  Cla- 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  great  body  of  bri-  vcring,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Fraacia, 

bery  against  him,  was  providentially  freed  Ibrm^  the  majority  of  the  council.     There 

from  Nundcoroar,  one  of  his  accusers ;  and  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  truce  with  that 

as  good  events  do  not  come  alone  (I  think  sort  of  conduct  for  a  while,  and  Mr.  Hastings 

there  is  some  such  proverb)  it  did  so  happen  rested  upon  his  arms.     However,  the  rery 

that  all  the  rest,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  ran  moment  Mr.  Hastings  returned  to  power,  p^ 

away.    But,  however,  the  recorded  evidence  culation  began  again  just  at  the  same  ii 

of  the  former   charges  continued,  no  new  the  moment  we  find  him  free  from  the 

evidence  came  in ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  enjoyed  pulsion  and  terrour  of  a  majority  of 

that  happy  repose,  which  branded  peculatimi,  otherwise  disposed  than  himself,  we  fod  him 

fixed  and  eternized  upon  the  records  of  the  at  his  peculation  again, 

company,  must  leave  upon  a  mind  conscious  My  lords,  at  this  time  very  serious  iiM]uirief 

of  its  own  integrity.  had  begun  in  the  House  of  Commons  coo- 

My  lords,  I  wiU  venture  to  say,  there  is  ccming  peculation.    They  did  not  go  directly 

no  man  but  owes  something  to  his  character,  to  Bengal,  but  they  began  upcm  the  coast  of 

It  is  the  grace,  undoubtedly,  of  a  virtuous  firm  Coromandol,  and   with  the  principal  govcr* 

mind  often  to  despise  common  vulgar  calumny ;  nours  there.    There  was,  however,  an  uuiver- 

but  if  ever  there  is  an  occasion,  in  which  it  sal  opinion  (and  justly  founded)  that  tbeM 

does  become  such  a  mind  to  disprove  it,  it  inquiries  would  go  to  far  greater  lengths.    Bfr. 

is  the  case  of  being  charged  in  high  office  Hastings  was  resolved   then   to  change  the 

with  pecuniary  malversation,  pecuniary  cor-  whole  course  and  order  of  his   proceediDg. 

ruption.   There  is  no  case,  in  which  itb^mes  Nothing  could  persuade  him  upon  any  account 

an  honest  man — much  less  a  great  man — to  to  lay  aside  his  s}'stem  of  bribery ;  that  he  was 

leave  upon  record  specific  diarges  against  him  resolved  to  persevere  in.     The  point  was  now 

of  corruption  in  his  government  without  tak-  to  reconcile  it  with  his  safely.    The  first  thing 

ing  any  one  step  whatever  to  refute  them.  he  did  was  to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  and  ac- 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  stop  to  re-  cordingly  we  fuid  him  depositing  very  great 

fute  the  charges,  he  took  many  steps  to  punish  sums  df  money  in  the  public  treasury  ihrouf^ 

the  authors  of  them ;  and  those  miserable  peo-  the  means  of  the  two  persons  I  have  already 

pie,  who  had  tlie  folly  to  make  complaints  mentioned,  namely,  the  deputy-treasurer  aoJ 

against  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  them  imder  the  accomptant,  paying  them  in  and  taking 

the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  under  bonds  for  them  as  mcMiey  of  his  own,  and  bear* 

every  sanction  of  public  (aiUi,  yet  in  cooae-  ing  legal  interest. 

quence  of  those  charges  every  person  con-  This  was  his  method  of  eodearouring  tc 

cemed  in  them  has  been,  as  your  lordships  conceal  some  at  least  of  his  bribes,  (lor  I 

will  see,  since  his  restoration  to  power,  ab-  would  not  suggest,  nor  have  your  lordsbipc  to 

solutely  undone ;  brought  from  the  highest  think,  that  I  believe,  that  these  were  his  only 

situation  to  the  lowest  misery ;  so  that  they  bribes ;  for  there  is  reason  to  think  there  was  an 

may  have  good  reason  to  repent  they  ever  infinite  number  beside ;)  but  it  dM  so  happen, 

trusted  an  English  council,  that  they  ever  that  they  were  those  bribes,  which  be  thought 

trusted  a  court  of  directors,  that  they  ever  might  be  discovered,  some  of  which  be  knew 

(rusted  an  English  act  of  parliament,  that  were  discovered,  and  all  of  which  he  knm 

they  ever  dared  to  make  their  complaints.  might  become  die  subject  of  a  parliamenlary 

And  here  I  charge  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  that  inquiry, 

bv  never  taking  a  single  step  to  defeat,  or  Mr.  Hastings  said,  he  might  have 
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liMm  tar  «Ter.     Every  one  knows  the  facility  He  therefore  first  ctrcTully  perused  the  act  of 

oC  concealing  corrupt  transactions  erery  where,  parliament,  fbrbidiling  bribery,  and  his  old  00- 

isi  India  particularly.    But  this  is  by  himsdf  vena'it  engaging  lum  not  to  receive  presents. 

rred  not  to  be  univerBally  true,  at  least  not  Anc  hero  he  was  more  successful  than  upon 

be  true  in  his  own  opinion.     For  he  tells  form'.T  occasions.  Ifever  an  act  was  studiously 

in  his  letter  from  Cheltenham,  (hat  he  andoarcfuUy  framed  to  prevent  bribery,  it  is  that 

i  have  concealed  the  nabob's  £.100,000,  law  of  the  ISlh  of  the  king,  which  he  well  ob> 

that  the  magnitude  rendered  it  easy  of  dis-  serves  admits  no  latitudes  of  construction,  no 

He,  theretbre,  avows  an  intent i<m  of  subterfuge,  no  escape,  no  evasion.    Yet  has  bo 

ent.  found  a  defence  of  his  crimes  even  in  the  very 

But  it  happens  hero  very  singularly,  that  this  provisions,  which  were  made  for  their  preren- 

,  which  his  fears  of  discovery  by  othen  tion  and  their  punishment.     Besides  the  p^ 

od  him  to  discover  hinuelf,  happens  to  be  nalty,  which  belongs  to  every  informer,  the 

of  those,  of  which  no  frace  whatsoever  East-India  Company  was  invested  with  a  fio- 

appears,  except  merely  from  the  operation  of  tion  of  property  in  all  such  bribes,  in  order  to 

Ilia  own  apprehensions.   There  is  no  collateral  drag  them  with  more  facility  out  of  the  cor* 

testimony  ;  Middleton  knew  nothing  of  it ;  rupt  hands^  which  held  them.     The  covenant 

Anderson  knew  nothing  of  it.     It  was  not  with  an  exception  of  £.100  and  the  act  ot 

directly  communicated  to  the  faithful  Larkins,  parliament  without  any  exception,  declared 

or  the  trusty  Croftes — which  proves  indeed  the  that  the  govemour-general  and  council  should 

^icality  of  concealment.    The  fact  ii,  you  find  receive  no  presents  far  their  oum  use.    He 

chc  application  always  upon   the  discovery,  therefore  concluded,  that  the  system  of  bribery 

But  concealment  or  discovery  is  a  thing  of  and  extortion  might  be  clandestinely  and  safely 

mocident.  carried  on,  provided  the  party  taking  the  bri 

The  bribes,  which  I  have  hitherto  brought  bes  had  an  inward  intention  and  mental  re- 

bcibre  yotir  lordships,  belong  to  the  first  period  servation,  that  they  should  be  privstely  ap* 

of  his  bribery,  before  he  thought  of  the  doctrine,  plied  to  the  company*s  service,  in  any  way  the 

on  which  he  has  since  defended  it.    There  are  briber  shouki  think  fit ;  and  that  on  many  00- 

many  other  bribes,  which  we  charge  him  with  casions  this  woukl  prove  the  best  method  of 

having  received  during  this  first  period,  before  supply  for  the  exigencies  of  their  service. 

an  improving  conversation  and  close  virtuous        He  accordingly  formed,  or  pretended  to  form, 

connection  with  great  lawyers  had  taughi  him  a  private  bribe  exchequer,  collateral  with,  and 

how  to  practise  biibes  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  independent  of,  the  company's  public  exche 

defy  detection,  and  instead  of  punitthment  to  qucr;  though  in  some  cases  administered  by 

pleail  merit.    I  am  not  bound  to  find  order  and  those,  whom  for  his  purposes  he  had  placed  in 

consistency  in  guilt ;  it  is  the  reign  of  disor-  the  regular  official  department.     It  is  no  won> 

der.    The  order  of  the  proceeding,  as  far  as  I  dcr,  that  he  has  taxen  (o  nim5elf  an  extraordi- 

am  able  to  trace  such  a  scene  of  prevarication,  nary  degree  of  merit.    For  surely  such  an 

direct  fiwid,  falsehood,  and  falsification  of  the  invention  of  finance  I  believe  never  was  heard 

public  ic^sisits,  was  this. — From  bribes  ho  of, — an  exchequer,  wherein  extortion  was  the 

know  he  could  never  abstain  ;  and  his  then  pre-  assessor,  fraud  the  cashier,  confusion  the  ao 

carious  situation  made  him  the  more  rapacious,  comptant,  concealment  the  reporter,  and  ob- 

Hc  knew,  that  a  few  of  his  former  bribes  had  livion  the  remembrancer :  in  short,  such  as  I 

(wen  discovered,  declared,  recorded;  that  hr  believe  no  man,  but  one  driven  by  guilt  into 

(he  moment  indeed  he  was  secure,  because  all  phrenzy,  could  ever  have  dreamed  of 

informers  had  been  punished,  and  all  concealers        Ho  treats  (ho  ofDcid.  and  regular  directors 

rewarded.    He  expected  hourly  a  total  change  with  just  contempt,  as  a  parcel  of  mean,  me* 

in  the  council ;  and  that  men  like  Clavering  chanical  bo<)k-kee|>ers.     He  is  an  eccentric 

and  Monson  might  be  K^xn  joined  to  Francis ;  book-keeper,  aPindarick  accoinptant.    I  have 

that  some  great  avenger  should  arise  from  their  heard  of  "  the  poet's  eye  in  a  fine  phrenzy  rol> 

ashes — **Ex<jricare   aUiui*   nodriM  ex  ouibui  ling.''  Herewasarevenuo,  exacted  from  whom 

nUar^^* — and  that  a  more  severe  investigation,  he  pleased,  at  what  times  ho  pleased,  in  win* 

tnd  an  infinitely  more  full  display  would  be  proportions  he  pleased,  through  what  persons 

made  of  his  robbery,  Mian  hitherto  had  been  he  pleased,  by  what  means  ho  pleased,  to  be 

done.    Ho  therefore  began  in  the  agony  of  his  accounted  fur,  or  not,  at  his  discretion,  and  to 

guilt  to  cast  about  for  some  device,  by  which  be  applied  to  what  service  h(^  thought  proper 

he  might  continue  his  offence,  if  possible,  with  I  do  believe  your  lordships  stand  astoni^ed 

inpuuity, — and  possibly  make  a  merit  of  it.  at  this  scheme  ;  and  indeed  I  should  be  very 
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ronnectioa  with  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  but  and  these  were  the  horrid  waya,  in  which  lif 

of  a  year's  standing:  ho  had  before  served  in  received  bribes  beyond  any  conunoa  rate, 

thai  capacity  Mr.  Sykes,  who  recommended  When  Mr.  Hastings  was  appointed  in  dM 

him  to  Mr.  Hastings.    Your  lordships  then  year  1773  to  be  govemour-generai  of  BengiJ, 

are  to  judge,  whether  such  outrageous  viola-  togcMicr  vith  Mr.  Harwell, General  Claverin|, 

tions  of  all  the  principles,  by   which    Mr.  Colon.')  M>nson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  the  coa»* 

Hastings  pretended  to  be  guiJed  in  the  settle-  paisy .  I  tu«/.  iar;  the  former  corrupt  stale  of  then 

ment  of  these  farms,  were  for  the  benefit  of  srrvi'X  ['•ml  ihe  whole  corrupt  system  of  Mr 

this  old,  decayed,  affectionate  servant  of  one  Ilaniji.'s  .it  that  time  not  being   known,  oi 

yearns  standing — your  lordships  will  judge  of  cvrr.  n.riiiticd  at  home)  did  order  them,  ii 

that.  dischnrt^'e  uf  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  parliameor, 

I  have  here  spoken  only  of  the  beginning  of  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  manner  of  com^ 

a  great  notorious  system  of  corruption;  which  tions  uud  malversations  ii^  office,  without  the 

branched  out  so  many  ways,  and  into  such  a  exception  of  any  persons  whatever.      Yoor 

variety  of  abuses,  and  has  afflicted  that  kingdom  lordships  are  to  know,  that  the  act  did  exprew 

with  such  horrible  evils  from  that  day  to  this,  ly  authorize  the  court  of  directors  to  frames 

that  I  will  venture  to  say  it  will   make  one  body  of  instructions,  and  to  give  orders  to  their 

of  the  greatest,  weightiest,  and  most  material  new  servants,  appointed  under  the  act  of  par* 

parts  of  the  charge,  that  is  now  before  you  ;  liamcnt,lest  it  should  he  8uppo.«»*d,  that  tliej, 

as  I  believe  I  neoi  not  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  their  appoinment  tridcr  f  he  act,  could si^Mr> 

an  attempt  to  set  up  the  whole  landed  interest  sede  the  authority  rf  tl;r  dxr^c^crs. 

of  a  kingdom  to  auction  must  be  attended,  not  The  directors,  yensiii'o  of  t^A  power  left  b 

only  in  that  act  but  every  consequential  act,  them  over  their  servants  hy  ih*^  act  uf  parinp 

wilh  most  grievous  and  terrible  consequences,  ment,  though  their  nominal  i<>!)  was  taken  froa 

My  lords,  I  will  now  come  to  a  scene  of  pecu-  them,  did,  agreeably  u>  tWu  spirit  and  pomr 

lation  of  another  kind;  namely,  a  peculation  by  of  that  act,  give  this  order, 

the  direct  saleof  offices  of  justice ;  by  the  direct  The  council  coriiistcd  of  two  parties ;  Mr. 

sale  of  the  successions  of  families,  by  the  saleof  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell,  who  were  choeeBf 

gaurdianships,  and  trusts,  held  most  sacred  and  kept  there,  upon  the  idea  of  their  toed 

among  the  people  of  India;  by  the  sale  of  knowledge;  and  the  other  three,  who  were  ap- 

them,  not  as  before  to  farmers,  not  as  you  might  pointed   on  account  of  their  great  parts  ■■■ 

imagine  to  near  relations  of  the  families,  but  a  known  integrity.    And  I  will  venture  to  eaji 

sale  of  them  to  the  unfaithful  servants  of  those  that  those  three  gentU  men  did  so  execute  their 

families,  their   own  perfidious  servants,  who  duty  in  India  in  all  the  substantial  parts  of  ky 

had  ruined  their  estates,  who,  if  any  balances  that  they  will  serve  as  a  shield  to  cover  the 

had  accrued  to  the  government,  had  been  the  honour  of  England,  whenever  this  country  B 

cause  of  those  debts.    Those  very  servants  upbraided  in  India. 

were  put  in  power  over  their    estates,  their  They  found  a  rumour  nmning  through  the 

persons  and  their  families  by  Mr.   Hastings  country  of  great  peculations  and  oppressieoe. 

for  a  shameful  price.     It  will  be  proved  to  Soon  af\er,  when  it  was  known,  what  their  in- 

your  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  business,  structions  were,  and  that  the  council  was  ready, 

that  Mr.  Hastings  has  done  this  in  another  as   is  the  first  duty  of  all   govemours,  eveo 

sacred  trust,  the  most  sacred  trust  a  man  can  when  there  is  no  e.\press  order,  to    reeeiw 

have  ;  that  is,  in  the  case  of  those  vackiels  (as  complaints  against  the  oppressions  and  eoi^ 

they  call  them)  agents,  or  attomies,  who  had  ruptions  of  government  in  any  part  of  it— they 

been  sent  to  assert  and  support  the  rights  of  found  such  a  body  (and  that  body  shall  be  pro- 

ibeir  miserable  masters  before  the  council-  duced  to  your  lordships)  of  corruption  and  pecQ> 

general.    It  will  be  proved,  that  these  vackiels  lation  in  every  walk,  in  every  department,  hi 

were  by  Mr.  Hastings,  for  a  price  to  be  paid  every  situation  of  life,  in  the  sale  of  the  moel 

for  it,  put  in  possession  of  the  very  power,  sacred  trusts,  and  in  the  destruction  of  the 

situation,  and  estates  of  those  masters,  who  most  antient  families  of  the  country,  as  I  be* 

sent  them  to  Calcutta  to  defend  them  from  licve  in  so  short  a  time  never  was  imveiled 

wrong  and  violence.    The  selling  offices  of  since  the  work!  began. 

justice,  the  sale  of  succession  in  families,  of  Your  lordships    would  imagine,  that   Mr. 

guardianships    and   other  sacred  trusts,  the  Hastings  would  at  least  ostensibly  have  takes 

selluig  masters  to  their  servants,  and  princi-  some  part  in  endeavouring  to  bring  these 


oahi  to  the  attornies  they  employed  to  defend     ruptions  before  the  public,  or  that  he  wouU  al 
themselves,  were  all  parts  of  the  same  system ;     least  have  acted  with  some  little 
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■I  hb  oppoeition.    But  alas !  it  was  not  in  his  obloquy  of  the  English  nation,  was  on  account 

powar;  tJicre  was  nut  ono,  I  think,  but  I  am  of  his  attachment  to  his  own  prince  ai>d  ths 

nre  very  few,  of  tliose  general  articles  of  cor-  liberties  of  his  country.  Be  he  what  he  might,  I 

rapCioo,  in  which  the  most  eminent  fi};ure  in  am  not  disposed,  nor  have  I  the  least  occasion, 

the  crowd,  the  principal  figure  as  it  were  in  to  defend  cither  his  conduct  or  bis  memory. 

tb«   pioco,  was  not  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  It  is  to  no  purpose  for  Mr.   Hastings  to 

There  were  a  great  many  o'.hcrs  involved  ;  spend  tiir.o  in  idle  objections  to  the  character 

fivaU  departments  were  corrupted  and  vitiated,  of  Nundcomar.    Let  him  bo  as  bad  as  Mr. 

Bot  you  could  noKipen  a  page,  in  which  you  Hastingb  represents  him.    I  suppose  he  was  a 

did  Dot  seo  Mr.  Hastings,  or  in  which  you  did  caballing,  bribing,  intriguing  politician,  like 

■ot  teo  Cantoo  Baboo.      Either  tlie  black  or  others  in  that  country,  both  black  and  white. 

while  bide  of  Mr.  Ha.iling8  constantly  was  We  know,  associates  in  dark  and  evil  actions 

firible  to  the  world  in  every  part  of  these  are  not  generally  the  best  of  men ;  but  be  that 

feransactions.  as  it  will,  ir  generally  happens,  that  they  are 

With  the  other  gentlemen,  who  were  visi-  the  best  of  all  discoverers.    If  Mr.  Hastings 

ble  too,  I  have  ai  present  no  dealing.    Mr.  were  the  accuser  of  Nundcomar,  I  should 

Hastings,  instead  of  using  any  management  think  the  presumptions  equally  strong  a^jinst 

on  tliat  occasion,  instantly  set  up  his  power  Nundcomar,  if  he  had  .-\ctcd  as  Mr.  I  lasting! 

nd  authority,  directly  against  the  majority  has  acted.    He  was  not  opIv  r;om^.>':UQt,  but 

of  the  coimcil,  directly  against  his  colleagues,  the  most  competent  of  all  men  to  be  Mr. 

direcdy  against  the  authority  of  the  East'India  Hastings's  accuser.    But  Mr.  Hastings  has 

company  and  the  authority  of  the  act  of  par-  himself  established  both  his  character,  and  bis 

tiainenl,  to  put  a  dead  stop  to  all  these  in-  competency,  by  employing  him  against  Ma- 

^inries.    He  broke  up  the  council  the  moment  homed  Reza  Khfin.    He  sliall  nut  blow  hot 

they  attempted  to  perform  this  part  of  their  and  cold.    In  what  respect  was  Mr.  Hastings 

dMy.     As  ihe  evidence  multiplied  upon  him,  better  than  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,   that  the 

the  daring  exertions  of  his  power  in  stopping  whole  rule,  princif»le,  and  system  of  accuse- 

•I  inquiries  increased  continually.    But  he  tion  and  inquiry  should  be  totally  reversed  in 

fnre  a  credit  and  authority  to  the  evidence  general,  nay,  reversed  in  the  particular  in- 

hf  those  attempts  to  suppress  it.  stance  the  moment  ho  became  accuser  against 

Tour  lordships  have  heard,  that  among  the  Mr.  Hastings.    Sucli  was  the  accuser.    He 

hody  of  the  accusers  of  this  corruption  there  was  the  man,  Uiat  gave  the  bribes,  and,  in 

WM%  principal  man  in  the  country,  a  man  of  addition  to  his  own  evidence,  offers  proof  by 

die  first  rack  and  authority  in  it,  called  Nund-  other  witnesses. 

eoBttr,  who  had  the  management  of  revenues  What  was  the  accusation?    Was  the  ac- 

anoanting  to  £.150,000  a  year,  and  who  had,  cusation  improbable,  either  on  accoimtuf  the 

if  reaBy  inclined  to  play  the  small  game,  with  subject-matter,  or  tlie  actor  in  it  ?    Does  such 

which  ho  has  been  charged  by  his  accusers,  an  appointment  as  that  of  Munny  Begum  in 

abondant  means  to  gratify  himself  in  playing  the  most  barefaced  evasion  of  his  orders  a|^ 

peat  ones  ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  pear  to  your  lordshi|>s  a  matter,  that  contains 

ghrea  him,  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  no  just  presumptions  of  guilt  ?  so  that  when  a 

t  character,  which  would  at  least  justify  the  charge  of  bribery  comes  upon  it,  you  aro  pre- 

eonncil  in  making  some  inquiry  into  charges  pared  to  reject  it,  as  if  the  action  were  so 

■ade  by  him.  clear  and  proper,  that  no  man  could  attribute 

First,  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  make  it  to  an  improper  motive  ?  And,  as  to  the 
them,  because  he  was  in  the  management  of  man,  is  Mr.  Hastings  a  man,  against  whom 
duee  affairs,  from  which  Mr.  Hastmgs  is  su)>-  a  charge  of  bribery  is  improbable  ?  Why,  he 
poeed  to  have  received  corrupt  emolument,  owns  it.  Ho  is  a  professor  of  it.  Hercihicos 
He  tad  his  son  wore  the  chief  managers  in  it  into  scheme  and  system.  He  glories  in  it. 
liMwe  transactions.  He  was,  Uierefore,  per-  He  turns  it  to  merit,  and  declares  it  is  tho 
flsctly  competent  to  it. — Mr.  Hastings  has  best  way  of  supplying  the  exigencies  of  the 
deared  his  character;  fur,  though  it  is  true  company.  Why  therefore  should  it  bo  held 
ia  the  contradictions,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  improbable? — But  I  cannot  mention  this  pro- 
entangled   himself,  ho  has  abused  and  ceeding  without  shame  and  horrour. 

him,  and   particularly  after  his  ap-  My  lonls,  when  this  man  appeared  as  aa 

,  as  an  accuser,  yet  before  this  he  has  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  if  he  was  a  man  of 

giTttii  Ihli  testimony  of  him,  that  the  hatred,  bad  character,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to 

Saat  hc4  been  drawn  upon  htm,  and  the  general  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  accused  by  a  man  of  that 
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own  7  How  caKM  you  to  vitiate  and  corrupt  the  himself.  Obsenre,  here  if  a  man  taking 

■tate  of  the  company's  records,  and  to  state  privately,  corruptly,  ana  which  was  to  be 

yourself  a  lender   to  the  company,  when   in  tified   by  the  future  application  of  it,  takiii; 

reality  you  was  their  debtor  ?  His  answer  was,  false  securities  to  cover  it ;  and  who  when 

I  really  cannot  tell ;  I  have  forgot  my  reasons  ;  called  upon  to  tell  whom  he  got  the  roooey 

the  distance  of  time  is  so  great  (namely,  a  time  fr(»n,  for  what  ends,  and  on  what  oocarioo, 

of  about  two  years  or  not  so  long)  I  cannot  neither  will  tell  in  India,  nor  can  tell  in  £i^ 

givo  an  account  of  the  matter  ;  perhaps  I  had  land,  but  sends  for  such  an  account  as  he  haa 

this  motive,  pcrha|<b  I  had  another;  (but  what  thought  proper  to  furnish. 

is  the  most  curious,)  perhaps  I  had  none  at  all,  I  am  now  to  bring  before  you  an  acoooot 

which  I  can  now  recollect    You  shall  hear  the  of  what  I  think  much  the  roost  serious  part 

account,  which  Mr.  Hastings  himself  gives,  of  the  effects  of  his  system  of  bribery,  comt|^ 

his  own   fraudulent  representation  of  these  tion  and  peculation.    My  lords,  I  am  to  atale 

corrupt  transactions.    "  For  my  motives  for  to  you  the  astonishing  and  almost  incredible 

withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know-  means  he  made  use  of  to  lay  all  the  countiy 

ledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direc-  under  contribution,  to  briri;^  the  whole   iiMo 

tors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  such  dejection  as  should  put  his  bribes  out  of 

sums,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  the  way  of  discovery.    Such  another  exanpla 

deffOsits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  of  boldness  and  contrivance   I   believo  dia 

accounted  in  my  letter  to  the  honourabio  the  world  cannot  furnish. 

court  of  directors  of  the  22d  of  May  1788,  I  have  already  shown  among  the  maai  of 

namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  hiscorruptions,that  he  let  the  whole  of  the  lands 

first    receipts   from  public  curiousity  by  re-  to  farm  to  the  banyans.    Next,  that  he  sold  the 

ceiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  whole  Mahomedon  government  of  that  country 

without   any  studied  design,  which  my  roe-  to  a  woman.     This  was  bold  eoou^,  ona 

niory,  at  that  distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  should  think  ;  but  without  entering  into  dw 

and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  circumstances  of  the  revenue  change  in  ITTtt 

observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest.    It  I  am  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  he  had  ap- 

will  not  be  expected,  that  I  should  bo  able  to  pointed  six  provincial  councils,  each  cootiatiag 

give  a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  inten-  of  many  members,  who  had  the  ordinaiy  ad- 

tions  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  de-  ministration  of  civil  justice  in  that  couoliy, 

clared  at  the  time,  that  many  particulars  had  and  the  whole  business  of  the  collection  of 

escaped  my  remembrance  ;    neither  shall   I  the  revenues. 

attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  aifirma-  These  provincal  councils,  accounted  to  dw 

tion  of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  govemour-gencral  and  council,  who  in  the  lo- 

and  such  inferences,  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  venue  department  had  the  whole  managemenlf 

strong  probability,  follow  tiiem.*'  controul,  and  regulation  of  the  revenue.    Mr. 

My  lords,  you  sec,  as  to  any  direct  expla-  Hastings  did  in  several  papers  to  the  court  of 

nation,  that  he  fairly  gives  it  up  :  he  has  used  directors  declare,  that  the  establishment  of 

artifice  and  stratagem,  which  he  knows  will  not  these  provincial  councils,  which  at  first  be 

do ;  and  at  last  attempts  to  cover  the  treachery  stated  only  as  experimental,  had  proved  um> 

of  his  conduct  by  the  treachery  of  his  memory,  ful  in  the  experiment.     And  on  that  use,  and 

Frequent    applications    were  made    to  Mr.  upon  that  experiment,  he  had  senteven  the  plaa 

Hastings  u^mxi  this  article  from  the  company —  of  an  act  of  parliamrni  to  have  it  confirmed 

gentle    hints,  ^emi/uJ   a)lumb<B — rather  little  with  the  la^t  and  most  sacred  authority  of  this 

amorous  complainte,  that  he   was  not  more  country.    The  cotirt  of  directors  desired,  that, 

open  and  communicative ;  but  all  thcso  gentle  if  he  thought  any  olher  method  more  proper, 

insinuations  were  never    able  to  draw    fixim  he  would  send  it  to  ihem  for  their  approbadoni 

him  any  furtlier  account  till  he  came  to  Eng-  Thus  the  whole  face  of  the  British  gofcrn- 

land.    When  he  came  here,  he  led  not  only  mcnt,  the  whole  of  its  order  and  constitulion, 

his  memory,  but  all  his  notes  and  references,  remained  from  1772  to  1781. — He  had  got  fid 

behind  in  India.     When  in  India,  tlie  com-  sometime  before  this  period,  by  death,  of  G» 

pany  could  get  no  account  of  them,  because  neralClavering;  by  death,  of  Colonel  Monaon 

he  himself  was  not  in  England  ;  and  when  and  by  vexation  and  persecuti<x),  and  his 

he  was  in  England,  they  could  got  no  account,  sequent  dereliction  of  authority,  ho  had 

because  his  papers  were  in  India.    He  then  off  Mr.  Francis.    The  whole  council ' 

sends  over  to  Mr.  Larkins  to  givo  that  account  ting  only  of  himself  ana  Mr.  Whclert  he,  haT» 

of  his  affairs,  which  he  was  not  tble  to  give  Ing  the  casting  vote,  was  in  effect  the 
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anutncU;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  human  person,  that  ever  diffo red  en  this  occa- 

principle,  dfscejicy,  and  decorum  rendered  it  sion,  or  expressed  any  other  idea  of  Gunga 

improper  for  hmi  to  do  any  extraordinary  acts  Govin  Sing,  the  frieo<1  f  Mr.  Hastings,  wh<mi 

without  the  danciion  of  the  court  of  directors,  he  intrusted  witli  this  important  poet.    But  you 

that  tvas  the  time.   Mr.  Whelerwos  taken  off,  shall  hear,  from  the  account  given  by  them- 

despair  perhaps  rendering  the  man,  who  had  selves,  what  the  council  thought  of  their  func> 

beer  m  0(7^-)sin<)n  futilely  before,  compliabie.  lions,  of  their  efficiency  for  the  charge^  and  in 

The  man  is  dead.    He  certainly  did  not  op-  whose  hands  that  efficiency  really  was.    I  beg, 

pose  him  ;  if  he  had,  it  would  have  been  in  hope,  and  trust,  that  your  lordships  will  learn 

vain.    But  those  very  circumsjances,  which  from  the  persons  themselves,  who  were  appoin- 

rendcred  it  atrocious  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  ted  to  execute  the  office,  their  opinion  of  the 

any  cliange,  induced  him  to  make  this. — ^Ha  real  execution  of  it,  in  order  tliat  you  majr 

thought,  that  n  moment's  time  was  not  to  be  judge  of  the  plan,  for  which  he  destroyed  the 

kM*:,  that  oilier  c<illfn|^cs  might  come  where  he  whole  English  administration  in  India.  '*  The 

might  be  overpowered  by  a  majority  again,  committee  must  have  a  dewan,  or  executive 

and  not  able  to  pursue  his  corrupt  plans,  officer,  call  him  by  what  name  you  please. 

Therefore  he   was   resolved — your  lordships  This  man  in  fact  has  all  the  revenue,  paid 

will  remark  the  whole  of  this  most  daring  and  at  the  presidency,  at  his  disposal,  and  can, 

systematic  plan  of  bribery  and  peculation,—  if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring  all  the  renters 

he  resolved  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  under  contribution.    It  is  little  advantage  to 

council  in  future  to  check  or  controul  him  in  restrain  the  committee  themselves  fnnn  bri- 

any  of  his  evil  practices.  bery  or   corruption,  when    their   executive 

TSe  first  thing  he  did  was  to  (bmi  an  osten-  officer  has  the  power  of  practising  both  unde- 

sibL  council  at  Calcutta,  for  the  management  tected. 

of  the  revenues,  which   was  not  effectually  "  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  na- 

bound,  except  it  thought  fit,  to  make  any  ref»-  tive  on  such  occasions  would  fill  a  volume.    He 

rence  to  the  supreme  council.    Ho  delegated  to  discovers  the  secret  resources  of  the  zemin- 

them — that  is,  to  four  covenanted  servants—  dars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and  compe- 

tbose  functions,  which   by  act  of  parliament  titers  ;  and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear, 

and  the  company's  orders  were  to  be  exercis-  raised  upon  these  foundations,  he    can  work 

ed  by  the  council-general ;  he  delegated  to  four  them  to  his  purpose.    The  conunittce,  with 

gentlemen,  creatures  of  his  own,  his  own  powers,  the  best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest 

but  he  laid  thetn  out  to  good  interest.    It  ap-  application,  must  aAer  all  be  a  tool  in  the 

pears  odd,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  a  gover-  hands  of  their  dewan." 

nour-general,  so  jealous  of  his  power  as  he  is  Your  lordships  see  what  the  opinion  of  the 

known  to  be,  as  soon  as  he  had  all  the  power  council  was  of  their  own  constitution.    You 

in  his  own  hands,  should  be  to  put  all  the  re-  see  for  what  it  was  made.    You  tee  for  what 

venues  out  of  his  own  controul.    This  upon  purposes  the  great  revenue  trust  was  taken 

the  first  view  is  an  extraordinary  proceeding,  from  tlie  council-general,  from   the  supreme 

His  next  step  was,  without  apprizing  the  court  government.    You  see  for  what  purposes  the 

of  directors  of  his  intention,  or  without  having  executive  power  was  destroyed.    You  have  it 

given  an  idea  of  any  such  intention  to  his  col-  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  commission, 

leagues  while  alive,  cither  those,  who  died  in  at  first  four  in   number,  and  aAer  wards  five, 

India,  or  tJiosc,  who  afirrwards  returned  to  ^ho  was  the  most  active  efficient  member  of 

Europe  in  one  day,  in  a  moment,  to  annihilate  it.     You  see  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 

the  whole  authority  of  the  provincial  councils,  being  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin 

and  delegate  the  whole  power  to  these  four  Sing;  that  integrity,  ability,  and  vigilance, 

gentlemen.  These  four  genilemen  had  for  their  could  avail  nothing  ;  that  the  whole  country 

•ecfetary  an  agent  given  them  by  Mr.  Has-  might  be  laid  under  contribution  by  this  man, 

tings ;  a  name,  that  you  will  oflcn  hear  of— a  and  that  he  could  thus  practice  bribery  with 

oaoae,  at  the  sound  of  which  all  India  turns  pale  impunity.    Thus,  your  lordships  see,  the  do- 

— the  nKMt  M^icked — the  most  atrocious — the  legation  of  all  the   authority  of  the  country, 

boUest— the  most  dexterous  villain,  that  ever  above  and  below,  is  given  by  Mr.  Hastings 

the  rank  servitude  of  that  cotmtry  has  pro-  to  thic  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     The  screen,  tho 

dnced.     My  lords,  I  am  speaking  with  the  veil  spre&d  before  this  transaction,  is  torn 

■Boat  assured   freedom,  because  there  never  open  by  the  v«^ry  people  themselves,  who  are 

sras  a  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  there  never  was  the  toob  in  it.     They  confess  they  can  do 

i  Cm  of  Mr.  Hastings,  thero  never  was  any  nothing ;  they  kno  »  thev  are  inatruments  in 
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tl  may  stand  recunicd  to  posterity,  that  thero  written  to  Mr.  Larkins  to 'find  out,  if  he  could, 

never  was  a  bad  marif  that  had  ability  for  good  sorae  of  his  own  bribes ;   and   accordingly 

terviet.    It  is  nut  in  the  nature  of  such  men ;  Mr.  Larkins  sent  over  an  account  of  various 

tlMir  minds  are  so  distorted  to  selfish  purposes,  bribes ;  an   account,  which,  even  before  it 

to  knavish,  artificial,  and  crafty  means  of  ao-  comes  directly  in  evidence  before  }'ou,  it  will 

oomplishing  those  selfish  ends,  that,  if  put  to  be  pleasant  to  your  lordships  to  reaid.    In  this 

any  good  service,  they  are  poor,  dull,  helpless,  account,  under  the  head  Dinagepore,  No.  1, 1 

Their  natural  faculties  never  have  that  direc^  iind,  "  Duplicate  copy  ofthepartieular»ofdebt$^ 

tioQ, — they  are  paralytic  on  that  side ; — the  m  which  the  component  parti  of  tuvdry  sum* 

muscles,  if  1  may  use  the   expression,   that  received  -m  the  account  of  the  honourable  com- 

ought  to  move  it,  are  ail  dead.     They  know  paru/  of  merchant*  trading  to  the  JEaat'Indiea, 

nothing,  but  how  U.  inirsue  selfish  ends    by  were  received  bt/  Mr.  Hastinga,  and  paid  to  the 

wicked  and  indirect  means.    No  man  ever  iiJ*-treaswrcry      We  find   here,  Dinagepare 

knowingly  employed  a  oad  man  on  account  of  pe»hcu*h,  four  lack*  of  rupees — cabuleat,  that 

his  abilities,  but  fur  evil  ends.     Mr.  Hastings  is,  an  agreement  to  pay  four  lacks  of  rupees, 

knew  this  man  to  be  bad  ;  all  the  world  knew  of  which  three  were  received,  and  one  remain- 

him  to  be  bad  ;  and  how  did  he  employ  him  ?  ed  in  balance  at  the  time  this  account  was 

in  such  a  manner  as  that  he  might  be  con-  made  out.    All,  that  we  can  learn  from  this 

trouUed  by  others  ?    A  great  deal   might  be  account,  after  all  our  researches,  after  all  the 

said  for  him,  if  this  had  been  the  case.     There  court  of  directors  could  do  to  squeeze  it  out  of 

might  be  circumstances,  in  which  such  a  man  him,  is — that  he  received  from  Dinagepore, 

might  be  used  in  a  subordinate  capacity.    But  at  twelve  monthly  payments,  a  sum  cmT  about 

wbc  ever  thought  of  putting  such  a  man  vir-  three  lacks  of  rupees,  upon  an  engagement  to 

tually  in  possession  of  the  whole  authority  pay  him   four; — that  is,  he   received   about 

both  of  the  committee  and  the  council-general,  £.90,000  out  of  £.40,000  which  was  to  be  paid 

and  of  the  revenues  of  the  whole  country?  him  ;  and  we  are  told,  that  he  received  this 

As  soon  as  we  find  Gunga  Govin  Sing  here  sum  through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; 

we  find  him  employed  in  the  way,  in  which  and   that   he    was    exceedingly   angry  with 

he  was  meant  to  be   employed ;    that  is  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing  for  having  kept  back  or 

■ay,  we  find  him  employed  in  taking  corrupt  defrauded  him  of  the  sum  of  £.10,000  out  of 

bribes  and  corrupt  presents  fur  Mr.  Hastings,  the  £.40,000.    To  keep  back  from  him  the 

Though  the  committee  were  tools  in  his  hands,  fourth  part  of  the  whole  bribe  was  very  repre- 

ha  was  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  hensible   behaviour  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 

lor  he  had,  as  we  shall  prove,  constant,  uni-  certainly  very  unworthy  of  the  great  and  hi^ 

form,  and  cUse  communications   with   Mr.  trust,   which    Mr.  Hastings   reposed   in  his 

Hastings.    And,  indeed,  wo  may  be  saved  a  integrity.    My  lords,  Ihis  letter  tells  us,  Mr. 

good  deal  of  the  trouble  of  proof ;  for  Mr.  Has-  Hastings  was  much  irritated  at  Gunga  Govin 

tings  himself,  by  acknowledging  him  to  be  his  Sing.     You  will  hereafter  see  how  Mr.  Has- 

bribe  broker,  has  pretty  well  authenticated  a  tings  behaves  to  persons,  against  whom  he  is 

secret  correspondence  between  them.     For  irritated  for  their  frauds  upon  him  in  their 

the  next  great  bribe,  as  yet  discovered  to  be  joint  concerns.    In  the  mean  time  Gunga 

taken  by  Mr.  Hastings,  about  the  time  of  Grovin  Sing  rests  with  you  as  a  person,  with 

his  great  operation  of  1781,  was  the  bribe  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  is  displeased  on  account 

£.40,000  which  wo  charge  to  have  been  pri-  of  infidelity  in  the  honourable  trust  of  bribe- 

rately  taken  from  one  of  two  persons,  but  from  undertaker  and  manager, 

which  is  not  yet  ascertained,  but  paid  to  him  My  lords,  you  are  not  very  much  enlighten- 

ihroiigh   this  flagitious   black   agent   of  his  ed,  I  believe,  by  seeing  these  words  Dinag^- 

iniquities,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     The  disco-  pore  peshcxuh.    Wo  find  a  province,  we  find 

very  is  madu  by  another  agent  of  his,  called  a  sum  of  money,  we  find  an  agent,  and  we  find 

Mr.  I..arkins,  one  of  his  white  bribe  confidants,  a  receiver.     The  prownoe  is  Dinagepore^  the 

and  by  him  made  accountant-general  to  the  agent  is  Ounga  Govin  Sing^  the  eum  agreed 

•upreme  firesidcncy.    For  this  sum,  lo  clan-  on  is£.40,000,and  the  receiver  of  apart  of  that 

destinely  and  corruptly  taken,  he  received  a  i»  Mr.  Haetinga.    This  is  all  that  can  be  seen, 

bond  to  himself,  en  his  own  account,  as  for  Who  it  was,  tliat  gave  tliis  sum  of  money  to 

mooey  lent  to  the  company.     For,  upon  the  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  manner,  does  no  way  a|^ 

frequent,  pressing,  tender  solicitations  of  the  pear;  it  is  murder  by  persons  unknown:  and 

court  of  directors,  always  insinuated  to  him  this  is  the  way,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings,  after 

IB  a  very  delicate  manner,  Mr.  Hastings  had  all  the  reiterated  soUcitatioM  of  pvUameot,  of 
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ynUt  you  would  not  suffer  me  to  name  it,  ei-  proceedings  Gunga  Grovin  Sing's  committee,  I 
pecially  when  you  know  all  the  secret  agency  of  do  not  find,  that  the  new  guardians  have  brought 
bribes  in  the  hand  of  Gunga  Grovin  Sing)— -this  to  account  one  single  shilling  they  receiml, 
Grunga  Grovin  Sing  produces  soon  ailer  another  appointed  as  they  wero  by  that  council  newly 
character,  to  whom  he  consigns  \he  custody  of  noade  to  superintend  al)  the  affairs  (if  the  rajah, 
the  whole  family  and  the  whole  province.  There  is  not  one  word  to  be  found  of  an  ac- 
I  will  do  Mr.  Hastings  the  justice  to  say  count :  Debi  Sing's  honour,  fidelity  and  dis- 
ihat,  if  he  had  known  there  was  another  man  interestedness,  and  that  of  Mr.  Goodlad,  is 
more  accomplised  in  all  iniquity  than  Gunga  sufficient ;  and  that  is  the  way,  in  which  the 
Grovin  Sing,  he  would  not  have  given  him  the  management  and  superintendence  of  one  of  the 
first  pikce  in  his  confidence.  But  there  is  greatest  houses  in  that  country  is  given  to  the 
another  next  to  him  in  the  country,  v^hom  you  guardianship  of  strangers.  And  how  is  it  ma- 
are  to  hear  of  by  and  by,  called  Debi  Sing,  nagcd?  we  find  Debi  Sing  in  possession  of  the 
This  person  in  the  universal  opinion  of  all  Ben-  rajah's  family,  in  possession  of  hb  affairs,  in  the 
gal  is  ranked  next  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and,  management  of  his  whole  zemindary ,  and  in 
what  is  very  curious,  they  have  been  recorded  the  course  of  the  next  year  he  is  to  give  him  in 
by  Mr.  Hastings  as  rivals  in  the  same  virtues,  fiirm  the  whole  of  the  revenues  of  these  three 

provinces.    Now  whether  the  peshcush  was 

Arcades  ambo,  received  for  the  nomination  of  the  rajah,  as 

El  caniare  pares,  et  responderc  paraii.  a  bride  in  judgment,  or  whether  Mr.  Hastmgs 

got  it  from  Debi  Sing,  as  a  bribe  in  office,  for 
But  Mr.  Hastings  has  the  happiest  modes  in  appointing  him  to  the  guardianship  of  a  family, 
the  world  ;  tliese  rivals  were  reconciled  on  this  that  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  for  the  domi- 
occasion,  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing  appoints  nion  of  three  great,  and  onco  wealthy,  pro> 
Debi  Sing,  superseding  all  the  other  officers  vinces — which  is  best  or  worst  I  shall  not  pre- 
for  no  reason  whatever  upon  record.  And  tend  to  determine.  You  find  the  rajah  in  hii 
t^cause  like  champions  they  ought  to  go  in  possession,  you  find  his  education,  his  househokl 
pairs,  there  is  an  English  gentleman,  one  Mr.  in  his  possession.  The  public  revenues  are  in 
Goodlad,  whom  you  will  hear  of  presently,  ap>  his  possession;  they  are  given  over  to  him. 
pointed  along  with  him.  Absolute  stranger  If  we  look  at  the  records,  the  letting  of  these 
to  the  rajah's  family,  the  first  act  they  do  is—  provinces  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  by 
to  cut  off  1000  out  of  1600  a  month  from  his  the  new  committee  of  revenue,  as  the  course 
allowance.  They  state  (though  there  was  and  order  of  business  required  it  should.  But 
great  number  of  dependants  to  maintain)  that  by  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Hastings's 
€00  would  be  enougli  to  maintain  him.  There  money  transactions,the  insufficiency  and  fallacy 
appears  in  Uie  account  of  these  proceedings  to  of  these  records  is  manifest  beyond  a  doubt, 
be  such  a  flutter  about  the  care  of  the  rajah,  From  this  investigation  it  is  discovered,  that 
and  the  management  of  his  household ;  in  it  was  in  reality  a  bargain  secretly  struck  be- 
short,  that  there  never  was  such  a  tender  tween  the  guvemour-general  and  Debi  Sing; 
guardianship  as,  always  with  the  knowledge  and  that  the  committee  were  only  employed 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  is  exercised  over  this  poor  in  the  mere  official  forms.  From  the  time, 
rtjah,  who  had  just  given,  if  he  did  give,  that  Mr.  Hastings  new  modelled  the  revenue 
£.40,000  for  fu»  own  inheritance,  if  it  was  his  system,  nothing  is  seen  in  its  true  shape.  We 
due — for  the  inheritance  of  others,  if  it  was  not  now  know,  in  spite  of  the  fallacy  of  these  re- 
his  due.  One  would  think  he  was  entitled  to  cords,  who  the  true  grantor  wa^ ;  it  will  not 
some  mercy  ;  but  probably,  because  the  money  be  amiss  to  go  a  little  further  in  supplying 
could  not  otherwise  be  supplied,  his  establish-  their  defects,  and  to  inquire  a  little  concerning 
ment  was  cut  down  by  Debi  Sing  and  Mr.  the  grantee.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me 
Goodlad  a  thousand  a  month,  which  is  just  to  inform  your  lordships  who  Debi  Sing  is. 
twelve  thousand  a  year. 

When  Mr.   Hastings  had  appointed  those  [Mr.  Burke  read  the  eommiUee't  recommendor 

persons  to  the  guardianship,  who  had  an  into-  turn  of  Debi  Sing  to  the  govemour-gentrtd 

rest  in  the  management  of  the  rajah's  education  and  eouneil :  but  the  copy  of  the  poper  diudea 

and  fortune,  one  should  have  thought,  befi)re  to  is  toofiim^.] 

they  were  turned  out,  he  would  at  least  have  ex-  ***#*♦♦ 
■mined  whether  such  a  step  was  proper  or  not. 

No,  they  were  turned  out,  without  any  such  ex-  Here  is  a  choice,  here  is  Debi  Sing  pre- 

tminalion ;  and  when  I  come  to  inquire  into  the  lented  for  his  knowledge  in  businen,  his  trust 
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and  fidelity  ;  and  that  he  is  a  person,  against  and   abandonedlj  corrupt,  more  wikflj  9a4 

whom  no  objection  can  be  made.     This  is  flagitiously  oppressive,  to  be  found  unemploj* 

presented  to  Mr.  Hastings,  by  him  recorded  ed  in  India,  large  as    his  oflTers  were,  Mr 

in  the  council  books,  and  by  him  transmitted  Hastings  would  not  have  taken   this  monej 

to  the  court  of  directors.    Mr.  Hastings  has  from  DobiSing. 

since  recorded,  that  he  knew  this  Dcbi  Sing,         Debi  Sing  was  one  of  those,  who  in  the 

(though  he  here  publicly  authorizes  the  nomi-  early  stages  of  the  English  power  in  Bengal 

nation  of  him  to  all  that  great  body  of  trusts,)  attached  himself  to  those  natives,  who  then 

that  he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  completely  ca-  stood  high  in  office.    He  courted  Mahomed 

pable  of  the    most  atrocious  iniquities,  that  Reza  Kh4n,  a  Mussulman  of  the  highest  rank 

were  ever  charged  upon  man.    Debi  Sing  is  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  whom  I  have  alreaily 

appointed  to  all  those  great  trusts  through  the  mentioned,  then  at  the  head  of  the  revenue, 

means  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  from  whom  he  and  now  at  the  head  of  the  criminal  justice  of 

(Mr.  Hastings)  had  received  £  J0,000  as  a  Bengal,  with  all  the  supple  assiduity,  of  which 

part  of  a  bribe.  those,  who  possess  no  valuable  art  or  useful 

Now  though  it  is  a  large  field,  though  it  is  talent,  are  commonly  complete  masters.    Po»- 

a  thing,  that,  1  must  confess,  I  feel  a  reluo  sessing  large  funds  acquired  by  hl^  apprentice- 

tance  almost  in  venturing  to  undertake,  ex-  ship  and  novitiate  in  the  lowr^t  frauds,  he  was 

hausted  as  I  am,  yet  such  is  the  magnitude  of  enabidd  to  lend  to  this  then  powerful  man,  in 

the   affair,  such  the  evil  consequences,  that  the  several  emergencies  of  his  variable  fortune, 

followed  from  a  system  of  bribery,  such  the  very  large  sums  of  money.    This  great  maa 

horrible  consequences  of  superseding  all  the  had   been  brought  down   by  Mr.    Hastingi, 

persons  in  office  in  the  country  to  give  it  into  under  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  upon 

the  hands  of  Debi  Sing,  that  tliough  it  is  the  a  cruel  charge  to  Calcutta.    He  was  accused 

public  opinion,  and  though  no  man,  that  has  of  many  crimes,  and  acquitted  £.220,000  ia 

ever  heard  the  name  of  Debi  Sing,  does  not  debt.     That  is  to  say,  as  soon  as  he  wai  a 

know,  that   he  was   only  second    to   Gunga  great  debtor,  he  ceased  to  bo  a  great  criminal 
Govin  Sing,  yet  it  is  not  to  my  porpose,  un-         Debi  Sing  obtained  by  his  services  no  sligb 

less  I  prove,   that  Mr.  Hastings   knew  his  influence  over  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  a  per 

character  at  the  very  time  he  accepts  him  as  son  of  a  character  very  difierent  from  his. 
a  person,  against  whom  no  exception  could  be         From  that  connection  he  was  appointed  I 

made.  the  farm  of  the  revenue,  and  inclusively  oC  ll^ 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  your  lordships  who  government  of  Pumea,  a  province   of  veiy 

this  Debi  Sing  was,  to  whom  these  great  trusts  great  extent,  and  then  in  a  stale  of  no  incoo- 

were  committed,  and  those    great  provinces  sidcrablo  opulence.    In  this  ofiice  he  exerted 

given.  his  talents  with  so  much  vigour  and  industry, 

It  may  be  thought,  and  not  unnaturally,  that  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  province  was  half 

in  this  sort  of  corrupt  and  venal  appointment  to  depopulated,  and  totally  ruined, 
high  trust  and  office  Mr.  Hastings  has  no  other         The  farm,  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease, 

consideration  tlian  the   money  he    received,  was  taken  by  a  set  of  adventurers  in  this  kiad 

But    whoever   thinks    so   will   be   deceived,  of  traffic  from  Calcutta.    But  when  the  new 

Mr.  Hastings  was  very  far  from  indiflTeront  to  undertakers  came  to  survey  the  object  of  their 

the  character  of  the  persons  he  dealt  with.  On  future  operations,  and  future  profits,  they  were 

the  contrary,  he  made  a  most  careful  seleo-  so  shocked  at  the  hideous  and  squalid  sceaee 

tion  ;  he  had  a  very  scrupulous  regard  to  the  of  misery  and   desolation,  that  glared   upoo 

aptitude  of  the  mon  for  the  purposes,  for  which  them  in  every  quarter,  that  they  instantly  fled 

he  employed  tliem ;  and  was  much  guided  by  out  of  the  countiy,  andthou^t  themselves  but 

hisexperienceof  their  conduct  in  those  offices,  too  happy  to  be  permitted,  on  the  payment  of 

which  had  been  sold  to  them  upon  former  oc-  a  penalty  of  twelve  thousands  pounds,  to  bs 

casions.  released  from  their  engagements. 

Except  Gunga  Govin   Sing,   (whom,   as        To  give  in  a  few  words  as  clear  an  idea,  ai 

justice  required,  Mr.  Hastings  distinguished  I  am  able  to  give,  of  the  immense  volume, 

by  tlie  highest  marks  of  hisc:onfidence,)  there  which  might  be  composed  of  the  vexations, 

was  not  a  man  in  Bengal,  perhaps  not  up<Mi  violence,  and  rapine  of  that  tyrannical  adm»- 

earth,  a  match  for  this  Debi  Sing.    He  was  nistration,  the  territorial  revenue  of  Pumea. 

not  an  unknown  subject  ;  not  one  rashly  taken  which  had  been  let  to  Debi  Sing  at  the  rate  of 

ip  as  an  experiment.    He  was  a  tried  man  ;  £.160,000  sterling  a  year,  was  with  difficulty 

and  if  there  had  been  one  more  desperately  leased  for  a  yearly  sum  under  £.90,000,  aod 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ,.  563 

with  an  rigour  of  exaction  produced  in  efTect  Mminaries,   from   which  Mr.  Hastings  han 

tittle  more  than  JL'.GO.OOO,  falling  greatly  below  selected  an    administrator  of  justice  uki  go- 

one  half  of  Its  orisinal  estimate. — So  entirely  vemour  of  kingdoms.    Debi  Sing  thought  il 

did  the  adminis'ration  of  Debi  Sing  exhaust  expedient  to  farm  Uiis  tax;  not  only  because 

all  the  resourcfis  of  the  province  ;  so  totally  he  neglected  no  sort  of  gain,  but  because  he 

did  his  baleful  influence  blast  the  very  hopn  regarded  it  as  no  contemptible  means  of  power 

%nd  spring  of  all  future  revenue.  and  influence.     Accordingly,  in  plain  terms, 

The  administration  of  Debi  Sing  was  too  he  opened  a  legal  brothel,  out  of  which  ho 

ootoriously  destructive  not  to  cause  a  general  carefully  reserved  (you  may  be  sure)  the  very 

dainour.     It  was  impossible,  that  it  should  be  flower  of  his  collection  for  the  entertainment 

passed  over  without  animadversion.     Accord*  of  his  young  superiours  ;  ladies  recommended 

iogly,  in  the  month  of  September  1772,  Mr.  not  only  by  (>ersonal  merit,  but  according  to 

Hastings  then  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  the   eastern  custom,  by  sweet  and   enticing 

circuit  removed  him  for  mal- administration  ,  names,  which  he   had  given  Uiem.     For,  if 

and  be  has  since  publicly  declared  on  record,  they  were  to  be  translated,  they  would  sound, 

that  no  knew  him  to  be  capable  of  all  the  most  — Riches  of  my  Life;  Wealth  of  my  Soul , 

borrtd  and  atrocious  crimes,  that  can  be  im-  Treasure  of  Perfection ;  Diamond  of  Splen- 

puted  to  man.  do>ir ;  Pearl  of  Price ;  Ruby  of  Pure  Blood,  and 

This  brand,  however,  was  only  a  mark  for  other  metaphorical  descriptions,  that,  calling 

Mr.  Hastings  to  find  him  out  hereafter  in  the  up  dissonant  passions  to  enhance  the  value  of 

crowd  ;  to  itlentify  him  for  his  own ;  and  to  call  the  general  harmony,  heightened  the  attrac> 

hiin  forth  into  action,  when  his  virtues  should  tions  of  love  with  the  allurements  of  avartce. 

Im  sufficiently  matured    for  the   services,  in  A  moving  seraglio  of  these  ladies  always  at* 

which  he  afterwirds  employed  him   through  tended  his  progress,  and  were  always  brought 

hit    instruments  Mr.  Anderson   and  Gunga  to  the  splendid  and  multiplied  entertainments, 

Govin  Sing.     In  the  mean  time  ho  left  Debi  with  which  he  regaled  his  council.     In  these 

Sing  to  the  direction  of  his  own  good  genius,  festivities,  whilst  his  guests  were  encaged  with 

£)ebi  Sing  was  stigmatized  in  the  company*s  the  seductions  of  beauty,  Uie  intoxications  of 

records,  his  reputation  was  gene,  but  his  funds  the  most  delicious  wines  of  France,  and  th« 

were  safe.     In  the  arrangen^er.t  made  by  Mr.  voluptuous  vapour  of  |>erfumed  India  smoke, 

Hastings  in  the  year  177?,  by  which  provin-  uniting  the  vivid  satisfactioni  of  Kurope  will) 

cial  councils  were  formed,  Debi  Sing  became  the   torpid  hlanuishments  of  Asia,  the  grea 

deputy  steward,  or  secretary,  (soon  in  eflTect  magician  bimself,  chaste  in  the  midst  of  dis 

and  influence  principal  steward)  to  the  pro-  soluteness,  sober  in   the  centre  of  debauch, 

vincial  council  of  Moorshedabad,  the  scat  of  vigilant  in  the  lap  of  negligence  and  oblivion, 

the  old  government,  and  the  first  province  of  attended  with  an  ea^lu*8  eye  the  moment  fur 

the  kingdfxn;  and  to  his  chu'ge  were  commit-  thrusting  in  business,  and  at  such  limes  was 

tad  various  extensive  and  populous  provinces,  able  tocarry  without  difficulty  points  of  shame- 

yieUingan  annual  revenue  of  120  lacks  of  ru-  ful  enormity,  which  at  other  hours  he  would 

pees,  or  £.1,500,000.    This  oivisic.i  of  pro-  not  so  much  as  have  dared  to  mention  to  his 

rincial  council  included  Rungpore,  Edrackpore,  employers,  young  men  rather  careless  and  in- 

and  others,  where  he  obtained  such  a  know-  experienced  than  intentionally  corrupt.     Not 

ledge  of  their  resources,  as  subsequently  to  get  satisfied  with  being  pander  to  their  pleasures, 

possession  of  them.  he   anticipated,  and  was   purveyor  to,  their 

Debi  Sing  found  this  administration  com-  wants,  and  supplied  them  with  a  constant  com- 
posed mostly  of  young  men,  dissipated  and  roand  of  nKmey;  and  by  these  means  he  reign- 
Ibod  of  pleasure,  as  is  usual  at  that  time  of  ed  with  an  uncontrouUed  dominion  over  the 
life ;  but  desirous  of  reconciling  those  pleasures,  province  and  over  its  govemours. 
which  usually  consume  wealth,  with  the  means  For  you  are  to  understand,  thai  in  many 
of  making  a  great  and  speedy  fortune ;  at  once  things  we  are  very  much  misinformed  with  re- 
•ifer  candidates  for  opulence,  and  perfect  no-  gard  to  the  true  seat  of  power  in  India.  \Vhilsl 
▼icee  in  all  the  roads,  that  iead  to  it  Debi  we  were  proudly  calling  India  a  British  go- 
Sing  commiserated  iheir  youth  and  inexpe-  vemment,  it  was  in  substance  a  government 
rience,  and  took  upon  him  to  be  their  guide.  of  the  lowest,  basest,  and  most  flagitious  of  the 

There  is  a  revenue  in  that  country,  raised  by  native  rabble  ;  to  whom  the  far  greater  part  oC 

a  tax  more  productive  than  laudable.    It  is  the  English,  who  figured  in  employment  and 

IB  imposition  on  public   prostitutes,  a  duty  station,  had  from  their  earliest  youth   beea 

vpoo  the   societies  of  dancing  girls;  those  slaves  and  instruments.    Banyans  had  antici 
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pated  the  period  of  their  power  in  premature  time  too  when  it  had  acquired  a  great  degree 

ddvancra  of  money  ;  and  have  ever  after  ob-  (^  consistency,  an  official  experience,  a  know- 

tained  the  entire  dominion  over  their  nominal  ledge  and  habit  of  busineas,  and  was  making 

masters.  full  amenda  for  early  errours. 

By  tliese  varioua  ways  and  means  Debi  Sing  For  now  Mr.  Hastings,  having  buried  Colo- 
contrived  to  add  jco  to  job,  employment  to  em-  nol  Monson  and  General  Clavering,  and  hav- 
plovment,  and  to  hold,  besides  the  farms  of  ing  shaken  off  Mr.  Francis,  who  retired  haif 
two  very  considerablo  districts,  various  trusts  dead  from  office,  began  at  length  to  respire ;  h« 
in  the  revcuue  ;  sometimes  openly  appearing ;  found  elbow  room  once  more  to  di^ay  bii 
Sometimes  hid  two  or  three  deep  in  &be  genuine  nature  and  disposition,  and  to  make 
n.iinf*^  :  emerging  into  light,  or  shrouding  amends  in  a  riot  and  debauch  of  peculation 
liinistflf  in  darkness,  as  successful,  or  defeated  for  the  forced  abstinence,  to  which  be  waf 
crimes  rendered  him  bold  or  cautious.  Every  reduced  during  the  usurped  dominion  of  b(^ 
one  of  these  trusts  was  marked  with  its  ov«rn  nour  and  integrity. 

fraud ;  and  for  one  of  those  frauds  committed  by         It  was  not  enough,  that  the  English  were 

him  in   another  name,  by  which  he  became  thus  sacrificed  to  the  revenge  of  Debi  Sing.  It 

deeply  in  balance  to  the  revenue,  he  was  pub-  was  necessary  to  deliver  over  the  natives  to 

licly  whipped  by  proxy,  his  avarice.    By  the  interventioi  of  bribe  bre 

AH  this  while  Mr.  Hastings  kept  his  eye  kerage  he  united  the  two  great  rivals  in  ini* 

upon  him,  and  attended  to  his  progress.     But,  quity,  who  before  from  an  emulati(m  of  crimee 

as  he  rose  in  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  ho  foil  in  were  enemies  to  each  other,  GKmga  Grovin 

that  of  his  immediate  employers.    By  degrees,  Sing,  and   Debi  Sing.    He  negotiated  the 

as  reason  prevailed,  and  the  fumes  of  plea-  bribe  and  the  farm  of  the  latter  through  the 

sure  evaporated,  the  provincial  council  emerged  former;  and  Debi  Sing  was  invested  in  &rm 

from  their  first  dependence;  and,  findingnothing  for  two    years   with  the  three  provinces  of 

but  inlkmy  attending  the  councils  and  services  Dinagepore,  Edrackpore,  and  Rungpore  ;  t«iw 

of  such  a  man,  resolved  to  dismiss  him.    In  ritories,  making  togctlier  a  tract  of  land  sup«- 

this  strait,  and  crisis  of  his  power,  the  artist  riour  in  dimensions  to  the  northern  counties 

turned  himself  into  all  shapes.    He    offered  of  England,  Yorkshire  included, 
great  sums  individually  ;  he  offered  them  col-         To  prevent  any  thing,  which  might  prove 

lectively  ;  and  at  last  put  a  carte  blanche  on  an  obstacle  on  the  full  swing  of  his  genius,  he 

the  (able — All  to  no  purpose  !  What  are  you  removed  all  the  restraints,  which    had  been 

stones  ? — Have  I  not  men  to  deal  with  ? —  framed  to  give  and  ostensible  credit,  to  give 

Will  flesh  and  blood  refuse  me?  some  show  of  official  order,  to  the  plans  of 

When  Debi  Sing  found,  that  the  council  revenue  administration  framed  from  time  to 
had  entirely  escaped,  and  were  proof  against  time  in  Bengal.  An  officer,  called  a  dewanj 
his  offers,  he  left  them  with  a  sullen  and  me-  had  been  established  in  the  provinces,  ex- 
nacing  silence.  He  applied  where  he  had  pressly  as  a  check  on  the  person  who  should 
good  intelligence,  that  these  offers  would  be  act  as  farmer-general.  This  office  he  confer- 
well  received  ;  and  that  ho  should  at  once  be  red  along  with  that  of  farmer-general  on  Debi 
revenged  of  the  council,  and  obtain  all  the  Sing,  in  order  that  Debi  might  become  an  c^ 
ends,  whicli  through  them  he  had  sought  in  fectual  check  upon  Sing;  and  thus  these  pro- 
vain,  vinces,  without  inspection,  without  cootroul, 

Without  hesitation  or  scruple  Mr.  Hastings  without  law,  and  without  magistrates,  were 

sold  a  set  of  innocent  officers  ;  sold  his  fellow  delivered  over  by  Mr.  Hastings,  bound  hand 

servants  of  the  company,   entided  by  every  and  foot,  to  the  discretion  of  the  num,  whom 

duty  to  his  protection  ;  sold  English  subjects,  ho  had  before  recorded  as  the   destroyer  of 

recommended  by  every  tie  of  national  sym-  Pumea ;  and  capable  of  every  the  roost  atrch 

pathy;  sold  the  honour  of  the  British  govern-  cious  wickedness,  that  could  be  imputed  to 

ment  itself;  without  charge,  without  complaint,  man. 

without  allegation  of  crime  in  conduct,  or  of         Fatally  for  the  natives  of  India,  every  wiU 

insufficiency  in  talents ;  he  sold  them  to  the  project  and  every  corrupt  sale  of  Mr.  Hasting!^ 

most  known  and  abandoned  character,  which  and  those,  whose  example  ho  followed,  is  eo 

the   rank  servitude  of  that  clime  produces,  vored  with  a  pretended  increase  dC  revenue  ts 

For  him,  he  entirely  broke  and  quashed  the  the  company.    Mr.  Hastings  would  not  podn. 

council  of  Moorshedabad,  which  had  been  the  his  bribe  of  £.40,000  for  himself  without  let 

settled  government  for  twelve  years,  (a  long  ting  the  company  in  as  a  sharer  and  acooofr 

period  in  the  changeful  history  of  India,)  at  a  plice.    For  the  province  of  Rungpore,  the  o^ 
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iHlt  to  which  I  mean  in  this  instinco  to  ooo*  .  the  whole  province  were  sold-'-eoId  for— ^what 

IDO  jour  attention,  ^.7,000  a  year  was  added,  do  your  lordships  think?— They  were  sold 

But  lest  this  avowed  increase  of  rent  should  for  less  than  one  year's  purchase,— at  less  than 

•eem  to  lead  to  oppression,  great  and  religious  one  year's  purchase,  at  the  most  underrated 

care  was  taken  in  the  covenant,  so  stipulated  value ;  so  that  the  fee  simple  of  an  English 

with  Debt  Sing,  that  thit  increase  should  not  acre  of  rent-free  land  sold  at  the  rate  of  seven 

arise  from  any  additional  assessment  whatso*  or  eight  shillings.     Such  a  sale  on  such  terms 

ever  on  the  country,  but  solely  from  improve-  strongly  indicated  the  purchaser.    And  how 

ments  in  the  cultivation,  and  the  encouragement  did  it  turn  out  in  fact?    The  purchaser  was 

to  be  given  to  the  landholder  and  husbandman,  the  very  agent  and  instrument  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

But  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe,  of  a  far  greater  Debi  Sing  himself.     He  made  the  exaction  ; 

sum,  was  not  guarded  by  any  such  provision,  he  forced  the  sale;  he  reduced  the  rate;  and 

it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  dcHior  in  what  he  became  the  purchaser  at  less  than  one  year*! 

manner  he  was  to  indemnify  himself  for  it.  purchase,  and  paid  with  the  very  money  which 

Debi  Sing  fixed  the  seat  of  his  authority  at  he  had  extorted  from  the  miserable  venders. 
ninage|>ore,  where  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he         When  he  had  thus  sold  and  seperated  these 

did  not  lose  a  moment  in  doing  his  duty.    If  lands,    he  united    the  whole  body  of  them, 

Mr.  Hastings  can  forget  his  covenant,  you  may  amounting  to  about  £.7,000  sterling  ayeor  (but 

easily  believe,  that  Debi  Sing  had  not  a  more  according  to  the  rate  of  money  and  living  in 

eorrect  menwry ;  and,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  that  country  equivalent  to  a  rental  in  England 

Im  came  into  the  province,  he  instantly  broke  of  £.90,000  a  year ;)  and  then  having  raised 

•very  covenant,  which  he  had  entered  into,  in  the  new  letting,  as  on  the  sale  he  had  frau- 

M  a  restraint  on  his  avarice,  rapacity  and  ty-  dulently   reduced,    those  lands,  he  reserved 

rtony  ;  which,  from  the  highest  of  the  nobility  them  as  an  estate  for  himself,  or  to  whomso- 

and  gentry  to  the  lowest  husbandman,  were  ever  resembling  himself  Mr.  Hastings  should 

afterwards  exercised,  with  a  stern  and  unre-  order  them  to  bo  disposed. 
tenting  impartiality,  upon  the  whole  people.         The  lands,  thus  sold  for  next  to  nothing. 

For  notwithstanding  the  province  before  I>ebi  lefl  of  course  the  late  landholder  still  in  debt 

Sing's  lease  was,  from  various  causes,  in  a  The  failure  of  fund,  the  rigorous  exaction  of 

state  of  declension,  and  in  balance  for  the  re-  debt,  and  the  multiplication  of  new  arbitrary 

venue  of  the  preceding  year,  at  his  very  first  taxes  next  carried  c^  the  goods.     There  is  a 

entrance  into  office  he  forced  from  the  zemin-  circumstance  attending  this  business,  which 

dars  or  landed  gentry  an  enormous  increase  of  will  call  for  your  .ordships'  pity.     Most  of 

their  tribute.     They  refused  compliance.    On  the  landholders  or  zemindars  in  that  country 

this  refusal  he  threw  the  whole  body  of  zemin-  happened  at  that  lime  to  be  women.  The  sex 

dan  into  prison  ;  and  thus  in  bonds  and  fetters  there  is  in  a  state  certainly  resembling  impri- 

compelled  them  to  sign  their  own  ruin  by  an  sonmcnt,  but  guarded  as  a  sacred   treasure 

increase  of  rent,  which  they  knew  they  could  with  all  possible  attention  and  respect.   None 

never  realize.  of  the  coarse  male  hands  of  tlie  law  can  reach 

Having  thus  gotten  them  under,  he  added  them ;  but  they  have  a  custom,  very  cautiously 

•xaction  to  exaction,  so  that  every  day  an-  used  in  all  good  governments  there  of  employ- 

nounced  some  new  and  varied  demand  ;  until  ing  female  bailifis,  or  sergeants,  in  the  execu- 

eadiausTed   by  these  oppressions    they   were  tion  of  the  law,  where  that  sex  is  concerned, 

brought  to  the  extremity,  to  which  he  mea'^t  Guards,  therefore,  surrounded  the  houses ;  and 

to  drive  them,  the  sale  of  their  lands.  then  female  sergeants  and  bailiffs  entered  into 

The  lands  held  by  the  zemindars  of  that  the  habitations  of  these  female  zemindars,  and 
country  are  of  many  descriptions.  The  first  held  their  goods  and  persons  in  execution 
ind  most  general  are  those,  that  pay  revenue,  nothmg  being  lcf\  but,  what  was  daily  threa 
The  others  are  of  the  nature  of  demesne  tened,  their  life  and  honour.  The  landholders, 
landi,  which  are  free  and  pay  no  rent  to  go-  even  woman  of  eminent  rank  and  condition,  for 
vemment.  The  latter  Bse  for  the  immediate  such  the  greatest  part  of  the  zemindars  then 
mpport  of  the  zemindars  and  their  families,  were,  fled  from  the  antient  seaUi  of  their  an- 
il from  the  former  they  derive  their  influence,  cestors,  and  led  their  miserable  followers  and 
authority,  and  the  means  of  upholding  their  aervants,  who  in  that  country  are  infinitely 
di(aity.  The  lands  of  the  former  description  numerous,  .>ithout  protection,  and  without 
fvure  immediately  attached,  sequestered  and  bread.  The  montlily  instalment  of  Mr.  Has- 
mU  tar  the  meet  trifling  consideration.  The  tings's  bribe  was  become  A.ie,  and  his  rapacity 
iMl-firee  lands,  the  beat  and  richest  landa  of  must  be  fed  from  the  vitab  of  the  people 
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The  lemindirB,  before  their  own  flight,  had  rent,  orer  mnd  abore  the  exactkmi,  by  i&aut 

the  mortificalion  to  see  all  the  lands  assigned  the  farmer    must  reimburse  himself  fcr  the 

to  charitable  and  to  religious  uses,  the  humane  advance  of  the  money,  by  which  he  most  oIh 

and  pious  foundations  of  themselves  and  their  tain  the  natural  pro6t  of  the  &rm,  as  weQ  Cf 

ancestors,  made  to  support  infirmity  and  de-  supply  the  peculium  of  his  own  avarice. 
crepitude,  to  give  feet  to  the  lame,  ana  eyes  to         Therefore  your  lordships  wUl  not  be  sur- 

the  blind,  and  to  cfiect  which  they  had  depriv«  prised  at  the  consequences.    All  this  unba|^ 

ed  themselves  of  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  py  race  of  little   farmers,  and  tillers  of  the 

life,  cruelly  sequestered  and  sold  at  the  same  ::oil,  were  driven  like  a  herd  of  cattle  by  hii 

market  of  violence    and   fraud,  where  their  extortioners,  and  compelled  by  imprisonrnents, 

demesne  possessions  and  their  goods  had  been  by  fetters,  and  by  cruel  whippings,  to  engage 

before  made  away  with.    Even  the  lands  and  for  more  than  the  whole  of  their  substance  or 

funds  set  aside  for  their  funeral  ceremonies,  in  possible  acquisition. 

which  they  hoped  to  find  an  end  to  their  mise-        Over  and  above  this  there  was  no  mode  td 

ries  and  some  indemnity  ofimmagination  for  all  extortion,  which  the  inventive  imaginatioo  of 

the  substantial  sufferings  of  their  lives :  even  rapacity  could  contrive,  that  was  not  cootrifod 

the  very  feeble  consolations  of  death  were  by  and  was  not  put  in  practice.    On  its  own  day 

the  same   rigid  hand  of  tyrazmy,  a  tyranny  your  lordships  will  hear  with  astonishmeal, 

more  consuming  than  the  funeral  pile,  more  detestation  and  honrour,  the  detail  of  theae 

greedy  than  the  grave,  and  more  inexorable  tyrannous  inventions ;  and  it  will  appear,  that 

than  death  itself,  seized  and  taken  to  make  the  aggregate   of  these   superaded  deroanda 

good  the  honour  of  corruption,  and  the  faith  amounted  to  as  great  a  sum  as  the  whole  of  the 

of  bribery  pledged  K>  Mr.   Hastings  or  his  compulsory  rent,  on  which  they  were  piled, 
instrument.  The    country   being    in   many  parta   left 

Thus  it  fared  with  the  bettor  and  middling  wholly  waste,  and  in  all    parts  coDsiderably 

orders  of  the  people.    Were  the  lower,  the  depopulated  by  the  first  rigorous,  the  fiiU  rate 

nuMre  industrious  spared? — Alas!  as  their  si«  of  the  district  was  exacted  from  the  misermble 

tuation  was  far  more  helpless,  their  oppression  survivers.     Their  burdens  were  increased,  aa 

was  infinitely  more  sore  and  grievous ;  the  their  fellow  labourers,  to  whose  joint  efibrta 

exactions  yet  more  excessive,  the  demand  yet  they  were   to  owe   the   means   of  pajrmeal, 

more  vexatious,  more  capricious,  more  arbi>  diminished.    Driven  to  make  payments,  be> 

trary.     To  afford  your  loidships  some  idea  of  yond  all  possible  calculation,  previous  to  re* 

the  condition  of  thosn,  who  were  served  up  to  ceipts  and  above  their  means,  in  a  very  short 

satisfy  Mr.  Hastings's  hunger  and  thirst  for  time  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  usurers, 
bribes,  I  shall  read  It  to  you  in  the  very  words         The  usurers,  who  undtr  such  a  govenuneol 

of  the   representative  tyrant  himself,  Rajah  held  their  own  funds  by  a  precarious  tenure, 

Debi  Sing.    Debi  Sing,  when  he  was  charged,  and  were  to  lend  to  those,  whose  substance 

with  a  fraudulent  sale  of  the  ornaments  of  gold  was   still  mote    precarious,  (to  the   natural 

and  silver  of  women,  who  according  to  the  hardness  and  austerity  of  that  race  of  men) 

modes  of  that  country  had  starved  themselves  had  additional  motives  to  extortion,  and  mad* 

to  decorate  their  unhappy  persons,  argued  on  their  terms  accordingly.    And  what  were  •he 

the  improbability  of  tliis  part  of  the  charge,  in  terms  these  poor  people  were  obliged  to  con* 

these  very  words :  sent  to,  to  answer   the  bribes  and  peshcuah 

"  It  is  notorious,"  says  he,  "  that  poverty  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  five,  ten,  twenty,  forty 

generally  prevails  among  the  husbandmen  of  per  cent  ?    No  !  at  an  interest  of  six  hundred 

Rungpore,  more  perhaps  than  in  any  other  parts  per  cent,  per  annum ,  payable  by  the  day !  A 13- 

of  the  country.    They  are  seldom  possessed  ler  of  land  to  pay  six  hundred  per  cent,  to  di»> 

oi'  any  property  except  at  the  time  they  reap  charge  the  demands  of  government !  WImU  ei- 

tlieir  harvest ;  and  at  others  barely  procure  hausUess  fund  of  opulence  could  supply  thia 

their  subsistence.    And  this  is  the  cause,  that  destructive  resource  of  wretchedness  and  mi* 

such  numbers  of  them  were  swept  away  by  sery  ?    Accordingly,  the  husbandnum  groand 

the  famine.    Their  effects  are   only  a  little  to  powder  between  the  usurer  below  and  the  o|>> 

earthenware,  and  their  houses  only  a  handful  pressour  above,  the  whole  crop  of  the  coonliy 

of  straw  ;   the  sale  of  a  thousand  of  which  was  forced  at  once  to  market ;  and  the  markel 

would  not  perhaps  produce  twenty  shillings.*'  glutted,  overcharged  and  suffocated,  the  price 

These  were  the  opulent  people,  from  whose  of  grain  fell  to  the  fifth  part  of  its  usual 

superfluities  Mr.  Hastings  was  to  obtain  a  gift  The  crop  was  then  gone,  but  the  debt 

of  £40.000  over  and  above  a  largo  increase  of  A.n   riiversal  treasury  extent,  and 
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ttMQtioa,  followed  on  tho  cattle  and  stock,  demands  of  Mr.  Haatinn  would  admit  no  plet 

•■d  wai  enforced,  with  more  or  less  rigour,  for  delay,  much  less  (or  subtraction  of  his 

h  erery  quarter.     We  have  it  in  evidence,  bribe,  and  that  he  would  not  abate  a  shilling 

that  io  those  sales  five  cows  were  sold  for  not  of  it  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  human  race. 

more  than  seven  or  eight  shillings.    All  other  These  hoards,  real  or  supposed,  not  being  dis- 

Ihings  were  depreciated  in  the  same  proper-  covered  by  menaces  and  imprisonment,  they 

tioQ.     The  sale  of  the  instruments  of  husban-  fell  upon  tho  last  resource,  the  naked  bodies 

(fay  succeeded  to  that  of  the  com  and  stock,  of  the  people.     And  here,  my  lords,  began 

fastances  there  are,  where,  all  other  things  such  a  scene  of  cruelties  and  tortures,  as  I 

&iling,  the  farmers  were  dragged  from  the  believe  no  history  has  ever  presented  to  the 

eourt  to  their  houses,  in  order  to  see  them  indignation  of  the  world ;  such  as  I  am  sure,  in 

first  plundered,  and  then  burnt  down  before  the  most  barbarous  ages,  no  politic  tyranny, 

dieir  faces.    It  was  not  a  rigorous  collection  no  fanatic  persecution  has  ever  yet  exceeded. 

of  revenue,  it  was  a  savage  war  made  upon  Mr.  Pateraon,  the  commiscdoner  appointed  to 

the  country.  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  counlry,  makes 

The  peasants  were  left  little  else  than  their  his  own  apology  and  mine  for  opening  this 

frmilies  and  their  bodies.    The  families  were  scene  of  horrours  to  you  in   the   following 

disposed  of    It  is  a  known  observation,  that  words :  ''  That  tho  punishments,  inflicted  upon 

those,  who  have  the  fewest  of  all  other  worldly  the  ryotts  both  of  Rungpore  and  Dinageporo  for 

CBJojrments,  are  the  nnost  tenderly  attached  to  iion-payment,  were  in  many  instances  of  such 

their  children  and  wives.    The  most  tender  of  a  nature,  that  I  would  rather  wish  to  draw  a 

ptreots  sold  their  children  at  market.     The  veil  over  them,  than  shock  your  feelings  by  the 

■not  (bodly  jealous  of  husbands  sold  tlieir  detail.  But  that  however  disagreeable  the  task 

wifes.    The  tyranny  of  Mr.  Hastings  extin-  may  be  to  myself,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 

fBtsbed  every  sentiment  of  father,  son,  bro-  for  the  sake  of  justice,  humanity,  and   the 

thor,  and  husband !  honour  of  government    that  they  should  be 

I  come  now  to  the  last  stage  of  their  miseries:  exposed,  to  be  prevented  in  future." 

Offory  thing  visible  and  vendible  was  seized  My  lords,   they  began  by  winding  cords 

aad  sold.    Nothing  but  the  bodies  remained,  round  the  fingers  of  the  unhappy  freeholders  of 

It  is  the  nature  of  tyranny  and  rapacity  those  provinces,  until  they  clung  to  and  were 

■Bfer  to  learn  moderation  from  the  ill  success  almost  incorporated  with  one  another ;  and  then 

of  first  oppressions  ;  on  the  contrary,  all  op-  they  hammered  wedges  of  iron  between  them, 

preooours,  all  nocn  thinking  highly  of  the  me-  until,  regardless  of  the  cries  of  the  sufferers, 

thods  dictated  by  their  nature,  attribute  the  they  had  bruised  to  pieces  and  for  ever  crip- 

firu^ration  of  their  desires  to  the  want  of  pled  those  poor,  honest,  innocent,  laborious 

ient  ri^xir.      Then   they  redouble  the  hands,  which  had  never  been  raised  to  their 

of  their  impotent  cruelty ;  which  produ-  mouths,  but  with  a  penurious  and  scanty  pro> 

J,  as  they  must  ever  produce,  new  disap-  port  ion  of  the  fruits  of  their  own  soil ;  but  those 

pMDtmeats,  they  grow  irritated  against  the  fiiiits  (denied  to  the  wants  oftheir  own  children) 

okjocts  of  their  rapacity  ;  and  then  rage,  fury  have  for  more  than  fifteen  years  past  fumish- 

•ad  malice,  (implacable  because  unprovoked)  ed  tho  investment  for  our  trade  with  China, 

recruiting  and  reinforcing  their  avarice,  their  and  been  sent  annually  out,  and  without  ro- 

vioee  are  no  longer  human.    From  cruel  men  compense,  to  purchase  for  us  that  delicate 

they  are  transformed  into  savage  beasts,  with  meal,  with  which  your  lordships,  and  all  this 

BO  other  vestiges  of  reason  lefl  but  what  serves  auditory,  and  all  this  country  have  begun  every 

to  furnish  the  inventions  and  refinements  of  day  for  Uiese  fifteen  years  at  their  expense, 

ferocioia  subtlety  for  purposes,  of  which  beasts  To   those  beneficent  hands,  that  labour  for 

ar«  incapable,  and  at  which  fiends  would  our  benefit,  the  return  of  the  British  govern- 

hiush.  ment  has  been  cords,  and  hammers,  and  wed- 

Debi  Sing  and  his  instruments  suspected,  ges.  But  there  is  a  place  where  these  crippled 

Mid  in  a  few  cases  they  suspected  justly,  that  and  disabled  hands  will  act  with  resistless 

the  country  people  had  purloined  firom  their  power.    What  is  it,  that  they  will  not  pull 

atee,  and  had  hidden  in  secret  places  down,  when  they  are  lifled  to  heaven  against 

tho  circumjacent  deserts,  some  small  re-  their  oppreseours  7  Then  what  can  withstand 

of  their  own  grain  to  maintain  them-  euch  hands  7     Can  the  power,  that  crushed 

during  the  unproductive  months  of  the  and  destroyed  them  7    Powerfiil  in  prayer,  lot 

jonr,  and  to  leave  some  hope  for  a  future  sea-  us  at  least  deprecate,  and  thus  endeavour  to 

But  the  under  tyrants  knew,  that  the  secure  ourselves  from,  the  vengeance,  which 
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tbne  mashed  and  disabled  hands  may  pull  to  extract  tome  loan  Grom  the  remnants  ci 

down  upon  us.    My  lords,  it  is  an  awful  con-  passion  and  courage   not  subdued  in  those, 

sideration.    Let  us  think  of  it.  who  had  reason  to  fear,  that  their  own  turn 

l^ut  to  pursue  this  tneloucholy  but  necessary  of  torment  would  be  next,  that  they  ri)ould  suoi 
detail.  I  am  next  to  open  to  your  lordships,  ceed  them  in  the  same  punishment,  and  that 
what  I  am  hereafter  to  prove,  that  the  most  their  veiy  humanity,  being  taken  as  a  proof 
siibstaniial  and  leading  yeomen,  the  responsible  of  their  wealth,  would  subject  them  (as  it  did 
farmers,  the  parochial  magisU'ates,  and  chieGi  in  many  case^  subject  them)  to  the  same  id- 
of  villages,  were  tied  two  and  two  by  the  legs  human  tortures.  AAer  this  circuit  of  the  day 
together ;  and  their  tormentors,  throwing  them  through  their  plundered  and  ruined  villages, 
with  their  heads  downwards  over  a  bar,  beat  they  were  remanded  at  night  to  the  sarae 
tlicm  on  the  soles  of  the  feet  with  ratans,  until  prison;  whipped,  as  before,  at  their  return  to 
the  nails  fell  from  the  toes ;  and  then  attack-  the  dungeon  ;  and  at  morning  whipped  at  their 
ing  them  at  their  heads,  aithey  hung  down-  leaving  it:  and  then  sent  as  before  to  pur- 
ward,  as  before  at  their  feet,  they  beat  them  chase,  by  begging  in  the  day,  the  reiteration 
with  sticks  and  other  instruments  of  blind  of  the  torture  in  the  night.  Days  of  menace, 
fury,  until  the  blood  gushed  out  at  their  eyes,  insult  and  extortion  ; — nights  of  bolts,  fetters, 
mouths,  and  noses.  and  flagellation  succeeded  to  each  other  in  the 

Not  thinking,  that  the  ordinary  whips  and  same  round,  and  for  a  long  time  made  up  all  the 

cudgels,  even  so  administered,  were  sufficient,  vicissitude  of  life  to  these  miserable  people, 
to  others  (and  o^en  also  to  the  same,  who         But  there  are  persons,  whose  fortitude  coukl 

had  suffered  as  I  have  stated)  they  applied,  bear  their  own  suffering  ;  there  are  men,  wiw 

instead  of  ratan   and  bamboo,  whips  made  are  hardened  by  their  very  pains  ;  and  the 

of  the  branches  of  the  bale  tree  ;  a  tree  full  mind,  strengthened  even  by  the  torments  oC 

of  sharp  and  strong  thorns,  which  tear  the  skin  the  body,  rises  with  a  strong  deBanee  against 

and  lacerate  the  flesh  far  worse  than  ordinary  its  oppressour.    They  were  assaulted  on  th« 

scourges.  side  of  their  sympathy.    Children  were  scoaiw 

For  others,  exploring  with  a  searching  and  ged  almost  to  death  in  the  presence  of  their 

inquisitive  malice,  stimulated  by  an  insatiate  parents.    This  was  not  enough.    The  son  and 

rapacity,  all  the  devious  paths  of  nature  f<Mr  father  wero  bound  close  togoUier,  face  to  (acc^ 

whatever   is  most  unfriendly  to    roan,  they  and  body  to  body,  and  m  that  situation  cruelly 

maderodsuf  a  plant  highly  caustic  and  poison-  lashed  together,  so  that  the  blow,  which  as* 

ous,  called  beehetteOy  every  wound  of  which  caped  the  father,  fell  upon  the  son,  and  tbo 

festers  and  gangrenes,  adds  double  and  treble  blow,  which  missed  the  son,  wound  over  the 

to  the  present  torture,  leaves  a  crust  of  leprous  back  of  ths  parent.    The  circumstances  wero 

sores  upon  the  body,  and  oflen  ends  in  the  de-  combined  by  so  subtle  a  cnielty,  that  every 

struction  of  life  itself.  stroke,  which  did  not  excruciate  the  sense. 

At  night,  these  poor  innocent  sufferers,  these  should  wound  and  lacerate  the  sentiments  and 

martyrs  of  avarice  and  extortion,  were  brought  affections  of  nature. 

into  dungeons ;  and  in  the  season  when  nature        On  the  same  principle,  and  for  the  same 

takes  refuge  in  insensbility  from  all  the  mlse-  ends,  virgins,  who  had  never  seen  the  sun, 

rics  and  cares,  which  wait  on  life,  they  were  were  dragged  from  tlie  inmost  sanctuaries  4j£ 

three  times  scourged,  and  made  to  reckon  the  their  houses ;  and  in  the  open  court  of  justice, 

watches  of  the  night  by  periods  and  intervals  in  the  very  place  where  security  was  to  be 

of  torment.    They  were  then  led  out  in  the  sought  against  all  wrong  and  all  violence,  (but 

severe  depth  of  winter,  which  there  at  certain  where  no  judge  or  lawful  magistrate  had  long 

seasons  would  be  severe  to  any,  to  the  In-  sat,  but  in  their  place  the  rtiffians  and  hang- 

dians  is  most  severe  and  almost  intolerable, —  men  of  Warren  Hastings  occupied  the  bench,) 

they  were  led  out  before  break  of  day,  and,  stiff  these  virgins,  vainly  invoking  heaven  and  cardi, 

and  sore  as  they  were  with  the  bruises  and  in  the  presence  of  their  parents,  and  whflsl 

wounds  of  the  night,  were  plunged  into  water;  their  shrieks  were  mingled  with  the  indig- 

and  whilst  their  jaws  clung  together  with  the  nant  cries  and  groans  of  all  the  people,  public^ 

cold,  and  their  bodies  were  rendereti  infinitly  were  violated  by  the  lowest  and  wickedest  of 

more  sensible,  the  blows  and  stripes  were  re-  the  human  race.    Wives  were  torn  from  die 

newed  upon  their  backs  ;  and  then,  delivering  arms  of  their  husbands,  and  suflTered  the  saoM 

them  over  to  soldiers,  they  were  sent  into  their  flagitious  wrongs,  which  were  indeed  hid  ia 

farms  and  villages  to  discover  where  a  few  the  bottoms  of  the  dungeons,  in  which  their 

handfuls  of  grain  mij^ht  be  found  concealed,.or  honour  and  their  liberty  were  buried  together. 
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Often  they  were  taken  out  oftho  refuge  ofthif  are  no  longer  to  regard  him  as  their  (athei; 
eoosoiing  gloum,  stripped  naked,  and  thus  ex-  It  is  something  far  worse  than  complete  out- 
posed  to  the  world,  and  then  cruelly  scourged  ;  lawry,  complete  attainder,  and  universal  ex- 
and  in  order  tliat  cruelty  might  riot  in  all  the  communication.  It  is  a  pollution  even  to  touch 
circumstances,  that  melt  into  tenderness  the  him  ;  and  if  he  touches  any  of  his  old  cast, 
fiercest  natures,  the  nipples  of  their  breasts  they  are  justified  in  putting  him  to  death. 
were  put  between  the  sharp  and  clastic  sides  Contagion,  leprosy,  plague,  are  not  so  much 
of  deft  bamboos.  Here,  in  my  hand,  is  my  shunned.  No  honest  occupation  can  be  fol- 
•nthority  ;  for  otherwise  one  would  think  it  k>wed.  He  becomes  an  Haliehore,  if  (which 
incredible.  But  it  did  not  end  there.  Grow-  is  rare)  he  survives  that  miserable  degradation. 
ing  from  crime  to  crime,  ripened  by  cruelty  Upon  those,  whom  all  the  shucking  catar 
§or  cruelty,  these  fiends,  at  length  outraging  logue  of  tortures  I  have  mentioned  could  not 
«x,  decency,  nature,  applied  lighted  torches  make  to  flinch,  one  of  the  modes  of  losing  cast 
■nd  slow  fire— (I  cannot  proceed  for  shame  for  Brahmins,  and  other  principal  tribes,  was 
and  horrt^ir  !)  these  infernal  furies  plan-  practised.  It  was,  to  harness  a  bullock  at  the 
ted  dent!)  in  the  source  of  life,  and  where  court  door,  and  to  put  the  Brahmin  on  his 
that  modesty,  which,  more  than  reason,  dis-  back,  and  to  lead  him  through  the  towns,  with 
(icfuishes  men  from  boast,  retires  from  the  drums  beating  before  him.  To  intimidate 
new,  and  even  shrinks  from  the  exprrasioa,  others,  this  bullock,  with  drums,  the  instni- 
tbere  they  exercised  and  glutted  their  unnati^  ment  according  to  their  ideas  of  outrage,  dis- 
iml,  monstrous,  and  noiarious  cruelty, — there,  grace,  and  utter  loss  of  cast,  was  led  through 
where  the  reverence  of  nature,  and  the  sane-  the  country ;  and,  as  it  advanced,  tho  country 
ttty  of  justice,  dares  not  to  pursue,  nor  venture  fled  before  it.  AVhen  any  Brahmin  was  seiz 
to  describe  their  practices.  ed  he  was  threatened  with  this  pillory,  and  for 

These,  my  lords,  were  sufikrings,  which  we  the  most  part  he  submitted  in  a  moment  to 

(eel  all  in  common,  in  India  and  iu  England,  whatever  was  ordered.    What  it  was  may  be 

by  tho  general  sympathy  of  our  common  na-  thence  judged.     But  when  no  possibility  exi»> 

ture.     But  tiiero  were  in  that  province  (sold  ted  of  complying  with  tho  demand,  the  people 

to  tStt  tormentors  by  Mr.  Hastings,)  things  by  their  criej  sometimes  prevailed  on  the  ty- 

done,  which,  from  the  peculiarmanners  of  India,  rants  to  have  it  commuted  for  cruel  scourging, 

vere  even  worse  tl  an  all  I  have  laid  before  which  was   accepted  as   mercy.     To  soma 

you ;  as  the  dominion  of  manners,  and  the  law  Brahmins  this  mercy  was  denied,  and  the  act 

of  opinion,  contribute  more  to  their  happiness  of  indelible  infamy  executed.    Of  these  men 

and  misery  than  any  thing  in  mere  sensitive  one  came  to  the  company^s  commissioner  with 

nature  can  do.  the  tale,   and  ended  with    these    melancholy  • 

The  women  thus  treated  lost  their  cast,  words, — '*  I  have  suffered  this  indignity:  my 
My  lords,  wo  are  not  here  to  commend  or  cast  is  lost ;  my  life  is  a  burden  to  me  ;  I  cali 
blame  the  institutions  and  prejudices  of  a  for  justice.''  He  called  in  vain, 
whole  race  of  people,  radicated  in  thom  by  a  Your  lordships  will  not  wonder,  that  these 
long  succcssion/)f  ages,  on  which  no  reason  or  monstrous  and  oppressive  demands,  exacted 
argument,  on  which  no  vicissitudes  of  things,  with  such  tortures,  threw  the  whole  province 
DO  mixtures  of  men,*  or  foreign  conquest,  into  despair.  They  abandoned  their  crops  on 
have  been  able  to  make  the  smallest  impres-  the  ground.  The  people,  in  a  body,  would 
sion.  The  aboriginal  Genti^  inhabitants  are  have  fled  out  of  its  confines ;  but  bands  of 
all  dispersed  into  tribes  or  casts  ;  each  cast  bom  soldiers  invested  the  avenues  of  the  province, 
to  an  invariable  rank,  rights,  and  descriptions  and,  making  a  line  of  circumvallation,  drove 
of  employment ;  so  that  one  ca^t  cannot  by  back  those  wretches,  who  sought  exile  as  a 
any  means  pass  into  another.  With  the  Gen-  relief,  into  the  prison  of  their  native  soil.  Not 
tus  certain  impurities  or  disgraces,  though  suffered  to  quit  the  district,  they  fled  to  the 
without  any  guilt  of  the  party,  infer  loss  of  many  wild  thickets,  which  oppression  had  scat- 
cast  ;  and  when  the  highest  cast,  thatof  Brah-  tered  through  it,  and  sought  among  the  jun* 
min,  which  is  not  only  noble  but  sacred,  is  lost,  gles,  and  dens  of  tygers,  a  refuge  from  tho 
the  person,  who  loses  it,  does  not  slide  down  tyranny  of  Warren  Hastings.  Not  able  long 
into  one  lower  but  reputable — hn  is  wholly  to  exist  here,  pressed  at  once  by  wild  boasts 
drhren  from  all  honest  society.  Alt  the  rela-  and  famine,  the  same  despair  drove  them  back, 
Uons  of  life  are  at  onco  dissolved.  His  pa-  and  seeking  their  last  resource  in  arm^,  the 
rents  are  no.onger  his  parents  ;  his  wife  is  no  most  quiet,  tlie  most  passive,  the  mast  timid 
noger  his  wife  ;  his  children,  no  longer  his,  of  the  human  race,  rose  up  in  an  imirertal  ii» 
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curroctum  ;  and,  what  will  always  happen  in  racter,  and  long  standing  in  the  senrioe.    Mr. 
popular  tumults,  the  efTects  of  the  fury  of  the  Paterson  was  a  person  known  to  be  of  a  rtry 
peopic  fell  on  the  meaner  and  sometimes  the  cool  temper,  placid  manners,  moderate  and 
reluctant  instruments  of  the  tyranny,  who  in  middle   opinions,  unconnected  with   paitier 
several  piacrs  were  massacred.     The  insur-  and  from  such  a  character  they  looked  (or  (wfatf 
rection  hegan  in  Rungporo,  and  soon  s^iread  sometimes  is  to  be  cxpecicd  from  it)  a  oooi 
its  fire  to  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  promising,  balanced,  neutralized,   equivocal, 
had  been  harassed  by  the  same  person  with  colourless,  confused  report ;  in  which  the  blonw 
the  same  oppressions.    The  English  chief  in  was  to  be   impartially  divided   between   the 
tliat  province  had  been  the  silent  witness,  most  sufferer  and  the  oppressour ;  and   in  whidi, 
probably  the   abettor  and  accomplice,  of  all  according  to  the  standing  manners  of  Beofil, 
these  horrours.    He  called  in  first  irregular,  he   would  recommend  oblivion    as  the  beat 
and  then  ri;£;ula.r,  troops,  who  by  dreadful  and  remedy ;  and  would  end  by  remarking,  dm 
universal  military  execution  got  the  better  of  retrosj^t  could  have  no  advantage,  and  cooU 
the  impotent  resistance  of  unarmed  and  undis-  serve  only  to  irritate  and  keep  alive  animoti- 
ciplined  despair.     I  am  tired  with  the  detail  ties:  and,  by  thb  kind  of  equitable,  candid, 
of  the  cruellies  of  peace.    I  spare  you  those  and   judge-like   proceeding,   they   hoped  the 
of  a  cruel  and  inhuman  war,  and  of  the  execu-  whole    complaint  would   calmly  fade  awmj; 
tions,  which,  without  law  or  process,  or  even  the  sufferers  remain  in  the  possession  of  dieir 
the  shadow  of  authority,  were  ordered  by  tho  patience,  and  the  tyrant  of  his  plunder.  In  coo- 
English  revenue  chief  in  that  province.  fidence  of  this  event  from  this  presumed  cha- 
in our  Indian  government,  whatever  griev-  racter,  Mr.  Hastings's  committee,  in  appoint- 
ance  is  borne  is  denied  to  exist ;  and  all  muto  ing  Mr.  Paterson  their   commissioner,   wen 
despair,  and  sullen  patience,  is  construed  into  not  dcficent,  in  arming  him  with  powers  equal 
content  and  satisfaction.    But  this  general  in-  to  the  object  of  his  commission.    He  was  en* 
surrection,  which  at  every  moment  threatened  abled  to  call  before  him  all  accountants,  to 
to  blaze  out  afresh,  and  to  involve  all  the  pro-  compel  the  production  of  all  accounts,  to  ea- 
vinces  in  its  flames,  rent  in  pieces  that  veil  of  amine  all  persons ;  not  only  to  inquire  and  Ic 
fraud  and  mystery,  that  covers  all  the  miseries  report,  but  to  decide  and  to  redreat. 
of  all  the  provinces.    Calcutta  rung  with  it ;  Such  is  the  imperfection  of  human  wisdooy 
and  it  was  feared  it  would  go  to  England.    The  that  the  committee  totally  failed  in  their  weU- 
Knglish  chief  in  tho  province,  Mr.  Goodlad,  laid  project.    They  were  totally  mistaken  m 
roprcsentcil  it  to  Mr.  Hastings's  revenue  com-  their  man.     Under  that  cold  outside  the  com* 
mittco  to  be  (what  it  was)  tho  greatest  and  missioner  Paterson  concealed  a  firm,  manlj, 
most  serious  disturbance,  that  evsr  happened  in  and  fixed  principle ;  a  deciding  intellect,  and  a 
Bengal.     But,  good  easy  mej),he  was  utterly  feeling  heart.     My  lords,  he  is  the  son  of  a 
imable  to  giie<<s  to  what  ca'ye  it  was  to  be  gentleman  of  a  venerable  age  and  exoeUeat 
attributed.     He  thought  tho.c  was  some  irre-  character  in  this  country,  who  long  filled  tha 
gularity  in  the  collection ;    but  on  the  whole  seat  of  chairman  of  the  committee  of  supply 
judged,  that  it  had  liuie  other  cause  than  a  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who  is  now 
general   conspiracy  of  t'.»e  husbandmen   and  enjoying  repose  from  his  long  labours  in  tm 
landholders,  who,  ys  I>cbi  Sing's  lease  was  honourable  age.     The«on,  as  soon  as  he  was 
near  expiring,  hd  J  d^termmed  not  to  pay  any  appointed  to  this  commission,  was  awed  by, 
more  revenue.  and  dreaded,  the  consequences.    lie  knew  to 
Mr.  Hastia^/efDAimittee  of  revenue,  whilst  what  temptation  he  shouU  be  exposed,  from 
these  wounds  vrera  yet  bleeding,  and  whilst  a  the  known  character  of  Debi  Sing,  to  suppress 
total  failure  was  threatened   in  the  rents  of  or  to  misrepresent  facts.    He,  therefore,  took 
these  province:!,  thought  themselves  obliged  to  out  a  letter  he  had  from  his  father,  which  lel- 
makean  inquiry,  with  some  sort  of  appearance  ter  was  the  preservation  of  his  character,  and 
ofseriousness,  into  the  causes  of  it.  They  look-  destruction  of  his  fortune.     This  letter  be 
ed  therefore  about  them  carefully,  and  chose,  always  resorted  to  in  all  trying  exigencies  of 
what  they  judged  would  be  most  plausible  and  his  life. 

least  eflfectivc.    They  thought,  that  it  was  ne-  He  laid  the  letter  before  him,  and  there  was 

cessary  to  send  a  special  commissioner  into  enjoined  such  aline  of  integrity,  of  incom^ 

the  province ;  and  one,  too,  whose  character  ness,  of  bearing  every  degree  of  pcrsecutka 

would  not  instantly  blast  the  credit  of  his  mis-  rather  than  disguising  truth,  that  he  went  up 

sion.    They  cast  their  eyes  on  a  Mr.  Paterson,  into  the  country  in  a  proper  fi-ame  of  mind  f« 

a  servant  of  the  company,  a  man  of  fair  cha-  doing  his  duty. 
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0e  went  to  Rungpore  strongly  impressed  and  their   attachment  to  their   casts,   must 

irith  a  sense  of  the  great  trust,  that  was  placed  allow  the  full  effect  of  these  prejudices  undv 

in  him;  and  he  had  not  the  least  reason  to  such  circumstances." 

doubt  of  full  support  in  the  execution  of  it ;  He,  however,  proceeded  with  steadiness  and 
■■  he,  with  every  other  white  man  in  Bengal,  method  ;  and  in  spite  of  every  discourage- 
probably,  and  every  black,  except  two,  was  roent,  which  could  be  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
ignorant  of  tho  fact,  that  the  govemour-gcne-  power,  craft,  fraud  and  corruption  of  the  farw 
nl,  under  whose  delegated  authority  he  was  roer-gencral  Dcbi  Sing,  by  the  collusion  of  the 
tent,  had  keen  bribed  by  tho  farmer-general  provincial  chief,  and  by  the  decay  of  support 
of  those  provinces,  and  had  sold  them  to  his  (rom  his  employers,  which  gradullylkdcd  away, 
discretion  for  a  great  sura  of  money.  If  Pater-  and  forsook  him,  as  his  occasions  for  it  io- 
ion  had  known  this  fact,  no  human  considera-  creased.  Under  all  these,  and  under  many  more 
tion  would  have  induced  him,  or  any  other  discouragements  and  difficulties,  he  made  a  se- 
Bsan  of  common  prudence,  to  undertake  an  in-  ries  of  able,  clear,  and  well-digested  reports  at- 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  Debi  Sing.  Piiy,  tended  with  such  evidence  as  never  before,  and, 
my  lords,  the  condition  of  an  honest  servant  1  believe,  never  will  again  appear,  of  the  intet- 
b  Bengal.  nal  provincial  administration  of  Bengal;  of  evili 

But  Paterson  was  ignorant  of  this  dark  tran-  universally  understood,  which  no  one  was  ever 
■action,  and  went  simply  to  perform  a  duty,  go  absurd  as  to  contradict,  and  whose  exist- 
He  had  hardly  set  his  foot  in  the  province,  euce  was  never  denied,  except  in  those  places 
when  the  universal,  unquestioned,  uncontra-  where  they  ought  to  be  rectified,  although  none 
dieted  testimony  of  the  whole  people,  concur-  before  Paterson  hsu  the  courage  to  display  the 
ring  with  the   manifest   evidence  of  things,  particulars.     By  these  reports,  carefully  coU 
which  could  not  lie  ;  with  the  face  of  an  utter-  lated  with  the  evidence,  I  have  been  enabled 
Ij  ruined,  undone,  depopulated  country,  and  to  lay  before  you  some  of  the  effects,  in  one 
saved   from    literal  and   exceptionless  dcpo-  province  and   part  of  another,  of  govemour 
pulation  only  by  the  exhibition  of  scattered  Hastings's  general  system  of  bribery. 
bands  of  wild,  naked,  meagre,  half-famished  But  now  appeared,  in  the  most  striking  light, 
wretches,  who  rent  heaven  with   their  cries  the  good  policy  of  Mr.  Hastings's  system  of 
■nd  bowlings,  lefl  him  no  sort  of  doubt  of  tho  1780,  in  placing  this  screen  of  a  committee 
real  cause  of  tlio  late  tumults.    In  his  first  let-  between  him  and  his  crimes.     The  committee 
tors,  he  conveyed  his  sentiments  to  tlie  com-  had  their  lesson.     Whilst  Paterson  isleflcol- 
mittee  witli  these   memorable   words, — "  In  lecting  his  eviilence,  and  casting  up  his  ac- 
■y  two  reports,  I  have  set  forth,  in  a  general  counts  in  Rungpore,  Debi  Sing  is  called  up,  in 
■uiner,  the  oppressions,  which  provoked  the  seeming  wrath,  to  tlie  capital  ;  where  he  is 
ryotts  to  rise.    I  shall,  therefore,  not  enume-  received  as  those,  who  have  robbed  and  deso- 
rata   Ihem  now.     Every  day  of  my  inquiry  lated  provinces,  and  filled  their  coffers  with 
Mrres  but  to  confirm  tho  facts.    Tho  wonder  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  have 
would  have  been,  if  they  had  not   risen  :  it  been  usually  received  at  Calcutta,  and  some- 
was  not  collection,  but  real  robbbery,  aggra-  times   in  Great  Britain.     Debi  Sing  made 
vated  by  corporal  punishment,  and  every  in-  good  his  ground  in  Calcutta,  and  when  he  had 
•ult  of  disgrace ;  and  this,  not  confined  to  a  well  prepared  his  committee,  in  duo  time  Pa- 
few,  but  extended  over  every  individual.     Let  terson  returns,  appears,  and  reports. 
the  mind  of  man  be  ever  so  much  inured  to  Persons,  even  less  informed  than  your  lord- 
■erritude,  still  there  is  a  point  where  oppres-  ships,  are  well  apprized,  that  all  officers,  re- 
•ions  will  rouse  it  to  resistance.    Conceive  to  presenting  government,  and  making,  in  that 
yourselves,  what  must  be  tlie  situation  of  a  character,  an  authorieed  inquiry,  are  entitled 
lyoCt,  when  he  sees  every  thing  he  has  in  the  to  a  presumptive  credit  for  all  their  proceed- 
worU  seized,  to  answer  an  exaggerated  de-  ings,  and  that  their  reports  of  facts  (where 
■and,  and  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  as  not  to  there  is  no  evidence  of  corruption  or  malice) 
answer  one  half  of  tliat  demand  :  when  he  are  in  the  first  instance  to  be  taken  for  truth, 
6nd8  himself  so  far  from  being  released,  that  especially  by  those,  who  have  authorized  the 
ha  remains  still   subject  to  corporal   punish-  inquiry ;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  put  the  burden 
■ent.    Bat,  what  muist  be  his  feelings,  when  of  proof  to  the  contrary  on  those,  who  would 
his  tyrant,  seein*;  that  kind  of  severity  of  no  impeach  or  shake  the  report, 
ivaii,  add<i  family  disgrace  and  loss  of  cast.  Other  principles  of  policy,  and  other  ruM  of 
You,  gentlemen,  who  know  the  reserve  of  the  government,  and  other  maxims  of  office  pro- 
lives  in  whatever  concerns  their  women,  vailed  in  the  committee  of  Mr.  Haatiojp'f 
OL.  IH.— 24 
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'  lonMiipi,  that  dia  mt 
■  der  putlutg  Mr.  Piur- 


dnUing.    In  wd«r  »  dt.ln 

>r  ilut  jun  uid         t  im  la  UU  jrour 

«nir«lc™lilofll»offi«r,»r 

id  the  piowction     iiep  thej  look  wia, 

•Dd  (uppoil  ihcy  were  hounc 

1  lo  tflbnt  him,     Kn  u   Mi  tcciorr 

ihef  in  u  iuiuit  ihiTi  in) 

iever»  iJI  Ihs     which  hs  inuja  «it  1 

,                   le  paniei  iLodil.  liibdion,  Ihay  changed  lhBirb(.ucr]r. 

Thueicculive  board,  inililuted  Ibc  Uii  pn>  {Nole.— Mr.  Burke's  iUiKB  iiKnawJ,  i^M 

leelloD  of  Ihe  nrcnue  and  at  ihe  people,  and  mheli  At  Hmat.  an  lAc  mulim  sf  ifir 

which  wu  no  coun  of  juMice  in  lact  or  name,  Rnyal  Higlmru  Iht    Pmet   of  Wtim 

nirned  Iheir  ovm   reprcienlalive   oiEeer,  to-  adjoanitd.] 
poninK  Tacla  accocding  \a  hia  dutjr,  inlo  a  n- 

tmHaryaccutor.whoiilomakegoixlhiithargB  r«/Ji.— SIXTH     DAT, 

alhii  peril.    The  fcrmer-genetal,  whosocon-  IS/A  Fi.Kn.mT  nwi 

duel  -as  not  ctifflinaUj  aiucked,  but  appeared  "'"  '  '"'"'*■»  "»■ 

aa  one  of  iho  groundi  of  a  public  inquiiy,  b  ,,,      ii„_„  , 

mmod  into  a  culprit  before  a  ™ul  of  jun.ca,  l'"""  '>''■""■) 

■fainst  whom  every  Ihing  ia  to  be  juridicahj  Mr  Lomdi. — In  any  great  UDdertakiB(  1 

dnde  ouL  or  nol  admitled  :  and  Ihe  membera  failure  in  ihe  midal  of  il,  «vcn  from  iofinv^, 

of  an  eieculive  bo<ud,  by  UHurpaiion  and  fraud,  though  lo  be  regarded  principally  aa  a  aada^ 

ered  ihenuelvei  into  Jttdgea,  bound  lo  proccod  lunc,  i>  allended  wjih  Hine  ilighl  abadow  <( 

By  this  infamoui  juggle  ihey  took  airay.  ai  Jour  loie  of  justice,  have  remedied  enij 

bi  aa  in  them  lay,  the  crfdli  duo  Id  Ihe  pro-  thing,  and  I  tberrfacs  proceed  with  ccnfdHn 

ceedingfl  of  goTcrnmcnr.     They  changed  tho  this  day. 

duposilions  of  Paleraon'i  witnesses,  as  tiol  on  brance)  the  House  odjoumoJ  at  the  period  d 

riied  them  to  to  be  taken.  the  niiKliiFEt,  that  happened  ftom  Mr.  Ho- 

They  went  fiifiher,  and  disabled,  inabody,  tings's  throwing  off  his  respooslbiliiy  bjdib- 

all  the  deponents  themselves,  whether  on  oath  gating  his  povet  lo  I  nominal  cougcif,  ui 

«  not  on  oalh,  by  discrediting  Ihe  whsia  pro-  In  feality  to  a  black  bad  rnan,  a  naliTt  of  lb* 

vuKfl,  ta\  set  of  criminals,  who  garo  erideiKfl  coimtry,  of  the  worst  character,  that  could  bs 

lopalliatetheirown  rebellion.  Tliey  vlminiF  liniRd  in  it ;  and  Iho  consequence ufii,  in  [n- 

tered  inlerrogatories  lo  the  commissioner  in-  rentuig  the  detection  and  the  punishmeat  d 

MeadoTiheculpil.    They  look  a  base  fellow,  Ihe  gronvesl  abuses.that  ever  wore  kEon  Is 

whom  ihey  bad  themselves  ordered  their  com-  bo  committed  in  India,  or  any  other  part  of 

charged  on  him,  not  by  Ihe  commissioner,  but  My  lords,  I  slated  lo  you,  that  Mr.  Comiiut- 

and  awitneis  against  him  in  the  stupidest  and  I  slated,  that  he  was  sent  into  it  with  sHlbs 

that  Palerson  had  menaced  him  with  punish-  and  not  only  to  hear  and  lo  report,  but  to  i* 

ment,  if  he  did  not,  in  so  miny  words,  slander  dress  the  grievancn,  which  he  ahouU  bid  it 

andcalumniateDebi  Sing:  ai>j  then  the  com-  Ihecounlry.     In  short,  there  was  nothing  ma- 

mitlee,  seating  ibis  wretch  as  an  assessor  at  ting    to  liis   power  but   an  honett  tuMort 

m  boitd,  «ho  a  few  days  before  would     ^—-  '—■-■■■ ^"  ■- "       .-..-- 

mbled  like  a  whipped  slave  at  the  look 
0,ODcauragcd  him  lo  interrogate 
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&r  ihort  of  my  materials.    I  have  stated,  Debi  Sin^;.    He  is  peimitted  to  find  materials 

the  criminal,  against  whom  the  commia-  for  hii  own  defence ;  and  he,  an  old  company's 

had  made  his  report,  instead  of  being  serrant  is  to  acknowledge  it  as  a  favour  to  be 

lished  by  that  strong  hand  of  power,  which  again  suffered  to  go  into  the  province,  without 

l€r.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  use  upon  authority,without8tation,  without  public  charae- 

>lh«r  occasions,  when  he  has  endeavoured  to  tor,  under  the  discountenance  and  fit>wn8,  and 

■■ke  princes,  or  persons  in  the  rank  and  with  m  a  manner  under  prosecution,  of  the  govem- 

1I10  attributes  of  sovereign  princes,  feci,  when-  ment.    As  a  favour,  he  is  suffered  to  go  agaia 

they  have  incurred  his  private  resent-  into  Rungpore,  in  hopes  of  finding  among  the 

Its ;  that  this  man  was  put  into  every  situar  dejected,  haraned,  and  enslaved  race  of  Hio- 

of  oftence,  or  defence,  which  the  most  dOis,  and  in  that  undone  province,  men  bokl 

litigious   and  prevaricating  laws,    that  ever  enough  to  stand  forward,  against  all  temptations 

invented  in  the  very  bosom  of  arbitrary  of  emolument,  and  at  the  risk  of  their  lives, 

sr,  could  afFord  him,  or  by  %vhich  pecula-  with  a  firm  adherence  to  their  original  charge ; 

and  power  were  to  be  screened  from  the  and,  at  a  time,  when  they  saw  fam  an  abao- 

oT  an  oppressed  people.  doned  and  persecuted  private  individual,  whom 

Mr.  Paterson,  I  stated,  from  being  a  com-  they  had  just  before  looked  upon  as  a  protect- 

lioner  directed  to  report,  under  the  autho-  ing  angel,  carrying  with  him  the  whole  power 

Wftf  of  government,  to  that  government,  was  of  a  beneficent  government,  and  whom  they 

^oasidered  as  a  voluntary  accuser,  obliged  to  had  applied  to  as  a  magistrate  of  high  and 

Vake  good  the  articles  of  his  charge.    But,  I  sacred  authority,  to  hear  the  complaints,  and 

Wliove,  I  stated,  that  he  did  not  long  remain  to  redress  the  grievances  of  a  whole  people, 

iadiat  condition.  A  new  commission  of  junior  servants  was, 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  your  lordships,  at  the  same  time,  sent  out  to  review  and  re* 

int  this  Debi  Sing,  fortified  by  this  protection,  examine  the  cause,  to  irh}uire  into  the  inquiry, 

aJMch  was  extended  even  to  the  lowest  of  his  to  examine  into  the  examination,  to  controul 

JMtniments,  thought  it  high  time  to  assume  the  rc|>ort,  to  be  commissioners  upon  the  coro- 

i»  superiority,  that  belonged  to  a  personage,  mission  of  Mr.  Paterson.    Before  these  com- 

fpho  had  the  govemour-general   for  his  pen'  misftioners  he   was  made  to  appear  as  an 

mmer.    No  longer  the  sneaking  tone  of  apo-  accused  person,  and  was  put  upon  his  defence, 

hgj;— no  longer  the  modest  allegations,  that  but  without  the    authority,  and  without    the 

lbs oonunissioner  was  misinformed; — ^he  boldly  favour,  which  ought  to  go  with  an   accused 

the  representative  of  English  govern-  person  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  mako 

of  forgery  in  order  to  destroy  him ;  he  cri-  out  such  defence. 

tes  and  recriminates,  and  lays  about  him  These  persons  went  down  into  that  country ; 

widiout  mercy.  and  afler  spending  a  long  time  in  mere  matr 

Things  were  now  in  a  proper  train  ; — the  ters  of  form,  found  they  could  not  do  without  a 

taBanittee  find  the  cause  growing  and  ripen-  representative  of  Debi  Sing,  and  accordingly 

iif  lo  their  wishes ;— ^answers,  replies,  objec-  they  ordered  Debi  Sing  to  send  up  his  vakeeL 

liaBS,and  interrogatories,  accounts  opposed  to  I  forgot  to  state  to  your  lordships  what  the 

ioeoants, — balances  now  on   the   one  side  ;  condition  of  Debi  Sing  was  during  this  pro- 

Mw  on  the  other. — Now  debtor  becomes  ere-  ceeding.    This  man   had   been    ordered   to 

ditor,  and  creditor  debtor— until  the  proceed-  Calcutta  on  two  grounds  ;  one,  on  the  matter  01 

ngs  were  grown  to  the  size  of  volumes,  and  his  flagitious  misconduct  at   Rungpore,  and, 

dM  whole  well  fitted  to  perplex  the  most  simple  the  other,  for  a  great  failure  in  the  payment  of 

fittlB,  and  to  darken  the  meridian  sunshine  of  his  stipulated  revenue.      Under  this  doubls 

piUic  notoriety.  They  prepared  a  report  for  accusation  he  was  to  be  considered,  according 

i»  gov«mour- genera  I  and  council,  suitable  to  to  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  cases, 

i»  whole  tenour  of  their  proceedings.    Here  as  a  pris<Mier ;  and  he  was  kept,  not  in  the 

i»  man,  whom  they  had  employed  and  be-  common  gaol  of  Calcutta,  not  in  the  prison  of 

feayed,  appeared  in  a  new  character.    Observe  the   fort,  not    in  that  gaol,  in  which   rajah 

i»ir  coarse  with  him : — ^First,  he  was  m%de  a  Nundcomar,  who  had  been  prime  minister 

aonanissioner.    Then,  he  was  changed  from  a  of  the  empire,  was  confined,  but  according  to 

•eamiissioner  to  be  a  voluntary  accuser.    Hs  the  roikl  ways  of  that  country,  where   they 

■Biv  undergoes  another  metamorphosis  ; — he  choose  to  be  miki,  and  the  persons  are  proteo 

appears  as  a  culprit,  before  Mr.  Hastings,  on  ted  by  the  oflkial  influence  of  power,  imder 

lbs  accusation  of  the  donor  of  Mr.  Hastings's  a  free  custody.      He  was  put  under  a  guard 

He  is  to  answer  to  the  accusatioos  of  of  sepoys,  but  not  confined  to  his  boose;  he 
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was  permitted  to  go  abroad,  where  he    was  a»  under  dugraeeV     Thej  therefcre  look  • 

daily  in  conference  with  those,  who  were  to  middle  waj,  and  ordered  the  guard  not  ta 

judge  him ;  and  haring  an  address  which  sel-  attend  him  with  fixed  bajODets,  which  hao 

dom  fails,  and  a  dexterity  never  wanting  to,  the  appearance  of  the  custody  of  a  prii 


a  man  possesed  of  ^.700,000  he  conrerted  this  but  to  lower  their  musquets,  and  unfix  their 

guard  into  a  relinue  of  honour:  their  bayonets  bayonets. 

were  lowered ,  their  rousquets  laid  aside ;  they  The  next  step  of  these  coonmissiooers  is  ts 

attended  him  with  their  side  arms,  and  many  exclude  Mr.  Paterson  fitxn  all  their  delibera- 

with  silver  verges  in  their  hand,  to  mark  him  tions ;  and,  in  order  that  both  parties  might  be 

out  rather  as  a  great  magistrate  attended  by  put  on  an  equality,  one  would  natually  coo- 

a  retinue,  than  a  prisoner  under  guard.  dude,  that  the  culprit  Debi  Sing  was  likewise 

When  ho  was  ordered  to  send  a  vakeel  to  excluded.  Far  firom  it :  he  sat  upon  the  beoch. 

defend  his  conduct,  he  refiised  to  send  him.  Need  I  say  any  more  upon  this  subject  ?  The 

Upon  which  the   commissioners,  instead  of  protection  followed. 

taying,  "  If  you  will  not  send  your  agent,  we  In  thu  situation,  Mr.  Paterson  wrote  one 
will  proceed  in  our  inquiry  without  him,'*  (and  of  the  most  pathetic  memorials,  that  ever  was 
indeed  it  was  not  made  necessary  by  the  com-  penned,  to  the  council  of  Calcutta,  sidHnitting 
mission,  that  he  should  be  there  either  by  to  his  hard  fate,  but  standing  inflexibly  to  his 
vakeel  or  otherwise,  (condescendingly  admit-  virtue,  that  brought  it  upon  him.  To  do  the 
ted  his  refusal,  and  si^ered  him  to  come  up  in  man  justice,  he  bore  the  whole  of  diis  perse- 
person.  He  accordingly  enters  the  province,  cution  like  an  hero.  He  never  tottered  in  his 
attended  with  his  guard,  in  the  manner  I  have  principles,  nor  swerved  to  the  rii;ht,  or  to  the 
before  mentioned,  more  as  a  person  returning  left,  from  the  noble  cause  of  justice  and  ba- 
in triumph  firnn  a  great  victory,  than  as  a  man  manity,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  ,  and 
under  the  load  of  all  those  enormous  chargesi  when  yfiur  lordships  come  to  see  hb  memoriak 
which  I  have  stated.  He  enters  the  province  you  will  have  reason  to  observe,  that  his  abi- 
in  this  manner ;  and  Mr.  Paterson,  who  saw  lilies  are  answerable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
himself  lately  the  representative  of  the  India  cause,  and  make  him  worthy  of  every  thin| 
company  (an  old  servant  of  the  company  is  a  that  he  had  the  honour  to  suffer  (or  it. 
great  man  in  that  country,)  was  now  led  To  cut  short  the  thread  of  this  shocking  se- 
naked,  destitute,  without  any  mark  of  official  ries  of  corruption,  oppression,  fraud  and  chi- 
situation  or  dignity.  He  was  present,  and  saw  canery,  which  lasted  for  upwards  of  four  years ; 
all  the  marks  of  imprisonment  turned  into  marks  Paterson  remains  without  employment : — The 
of  respect  and  dignity  to  this  consummate  inhabitants  of  great  provinces,  whose  substanee 
villain,  whom  1  have  the  misfortune  of  being  and  whose  blood  was  sold  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
obliged  to  introduce  to  your  brdships*  notice,  remain  without  redress. — And  the  purdiaser 
Mr.  Paterson,  seeing  the  effect  of  the  pro-  Debi  Sing,  that  corrupt,  iniquitous  and  bloody 
ceeding  every  where,  seeing  the  minds  of  the  tyrant,  instead  of  being  proceeded  against  by 
people  broken,  subdued  and  prostrate  under  it,  the  committee  in  a  civil  suit  for  retribution  to 
and  that  so  far  from  having  the  means  of  do-  the  sufferers,  is  handed  over  to  the  false  sem- 
tecting  the  villanies  of  this  insolent  criminal,  blance  of  a  trial,  on  a  criminal  charge,  before 
appearing  as  a  magistrate,  he  had  not  the  a  Mahomedan  judge, — an  equal  judge,  how- 
means  of  defending  even  his  own  innocence,  ever.  The  judge  was  Mahomed  Reza  SMn, 
because  every  kind  of  information  fled  and  was  his  original  patron,  and  the  author  of  all  his 
annihilated  before  him,  represented  to  these  fortunes ; — a  judge,  who  depends  on  him,  as  a 
young  commissioners,  that  this  appearance  of  debtor  depends  upon  his  ^editor.  To  that 
authority  tended  to  strike  terrour  into  the  hearts  judge  is  he  sent,  without  a  distinct  charge, 
of  the  natives,  and  to  prevent  his  receiving  without  a  prosecutor,  and  without  evidence, 
justice.  The  council  of  Calcutta  took  this  re-  The  next  ships  will  bring  you  an  account  of  his 
presentation  into  their  deliberate  considera-  honourable  acquittal. 

tion  ;  they  found,  that  it  was  true,  that,  if  he  I  have  stated  before,  that  I  considered  BAr. 

had  such  an  attendance  any  longer  in  this  situa-  Hastings  as  responsible  for  the  characters  of  ths 

tion,  (and  a  large  attendance  it  was,  such  as  people  ho  employed ;  douUy  reqionsMe,  if  he 

the  chancellour  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  speaker  kiunjo  them  to  be  bad.   I,  therefore,  charge  hia 

of  the  House  of  Commons  does  not  appear  with  putting  in  situations,  in  which  any  evL 

with,)  it  would  have  an  evil  appearance.    On  may  be  committed,  persons  of  known  evil  cha- 

the  odier  hand,  say  they,  *^  \f  he  thould  be  UJl  racters. 

under  a  guard,  the  peopU  would  eonaider  fum  My  lords,  I  charge  him,  at  chief  gottnom 
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iriCh  destroying  the  institutions  of  the  countiy,  through  the  medium  of  that  very  person,  whom 
which  were  designed  to  he,  &nd  ought  to  hav«  he  had  appointed  to  exercise  all  the  authohtiet 
keen,  controuls  upon  such  a  person  as  Debi  of  the  supreme  council  above,  and  of  all  sul^ 
Sing.  ordinate  councils  below.    Having,  therefore, 
An  officer,  called  dewan  or  steward  of  the  thus  appointed  a  council  of  tools  in  the  hands 
eoontry,  had  always  been  placed  as  a  controul  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  at  the  expense   of 
on  the  fanner ; — but  that  no  such  controul  should  £.62,000  a  year,  to  supersede  all  the  English 
in  &ct  exist, — that  he,  Debi  Sing,  should  be  lot  provincial  authorities ;  having  appointed  them 
loose  to  rapine,  slaughter  and  plundur  in  the  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  bribe  factor- 
country,  both  offices  were  conferred  on  him.  general,  a  general  receiver  and  agent  of  bribes, 
Did  Mr.  Hastings  vest  these  offices  in  him  ?  through  all  thai  country ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  ro- 
No ;  but,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  kept  firm  to  the  sponsible  (or  all  the  consequences  of  it. 
duties,  which  tho  act  of  parliament  appointed  I  have  thought  it  necessary,  and  absolutely 
httn  to  execute,  all  the  revenue  appointments  necessary  it  is,  to  state  what  the  consequence 
must  have  been  made  by  him:  but,  instead  of  this  clandestine  mode  of  supplying  the  com- 
ef  making  them  himself,  he  appointed  Gunga  pany's  exigencies  was.  Your  lordships  will 
Govin  Sing  to  make  them,  and  fur  that  appoint-  see,  that  their  exigencies  are  to  be  supplied  by 
ment,  and  for  the  whole  train  of  subordinate  the  ruin  of  the  landed  interest  of  a  province, 
viHany,  which  followed  ilie  placing  iniquity  in  the  destruction  of  the  husbandmen,  and  the 
die  chief  seat  of  government,  Mr.  Hastings  is  ruin  of  all  the  people  in  it.    This  u  the  con- 
iBSwcrable.-— Ho  is  answerable,  I  say,  first,  sequence  of  a  general  bribe  broker,  an  agent 
far  destroying  his  own  legal   capacity ;  and  like  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  superseding  all  the 
Beit,  for  destroying  Oio  legal  capacity  of  the  powers  and  controub  of  government. 
eooBctl,  not  one  of  \\h(»m  ever  had,  or  could         But  Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  reduced 
have,  any  true  knowledge  of  tho  state  of  the  bribery  to  a  system  of  government  practicallyi 
eountry  from  ilio  moment  he  buried  it  in  the  but  theoretically.    For  when  he  despaired  an) 
goif  of  mystery,  and  of  darkness,  under  that  longer  of  concealing  his  bribes  from  the  pene- 
eoOected  heap  of  villany,  Gunga  Qov'in  Sing,  trating  eye  of  parliament,  then  he  took  another 
Prom  that  moment  he  destroyed   tho  power  mode,  and  declared,  as  your  lordships  will 
of  government,  and  put  every  thing  into  his  see,  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  supplying  the 
hands ;  for  this  he  is  answerable.  necessities  of  the   East-India  Company  in 
The  provincial  councils  consisted  of  many  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  affairs ;  that 
■embers,  who,  though  they  might  unite  in  thus  a  relief  to  the  company's  affairs  might 
some  small  iniquities  perhaps,  could  not  pos-  be  yielded,   which    in  the  common  osteosi- 
sibly  have  concealed  from  the  public  eye  the  bio  mode,  and  under  the  ordinary  forms  of 
eommission  of  such  acts  as  these.     Their  very  government,  and   publicly,   never  wouM   be 
wubberi,  their  natural  competitions,  the  conten-  yielded  to  them.    So  that  bribery  with  hiro 
tions,  that  roust  have  arisen  among  them,  must  became  a  supplement  to  exaction, 
have  put  a  check  at  least,  to  such  a  business.          The  best  way  of  showing,  that  a  theore- 
And,  therefore,  Mr.  Hastings   having  de-  tical  system  is  bad,  is  to  show  the  practical 
itroycd  every  check  and  controul  above  and  mischiefs,  that  it  produces ;  because  a  thing 
oelow, — having   delivered  the  whole  into  the  may  look  specious  in  theory,  and  yet  be  ruin- 
hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  for  all  the  iniqui-  oaa  in  practice  ;  a  thing  may  look  evil  in  theory, 
ties  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  he  is  responsible.  and  yet  be  in  its  practice  excellent.     Here  a 
But  he  did  not  know  Debi  Sing,  whom  he  thing  in  theory,  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 
employed.    1  read  yesterday,  and  trust  it  is  productive  of  much  good,  is  in  reality  pro- 
finssh   in  your  lordships'  remembrance,  that  ductive  of  all  those  horrible  mischiefs  I  have 
Dsbi  Sing  was  presented  to  him  by  that  set  stated.     That  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  thi^ 
of  tools,  as  they  call  themselves,  who  acted,  as  appears  from  an  extract  of  the  Bengal  Reve* 
the)'  themselves  tell  us  they  must  act,  entirely  nue  Consultations,  21st  January  1785,  a  little 
ind  implicitly  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;— 4hat  before  he  came  away, 
ii  to  say,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself,  the        Mr.  Hastings  says,  «  I  entirely  acquit  Mr 
ionfidential  agent  of  Mr.  Hastings.  Gk»edlad  of  all  the  charges:  he  has  disproved 
Mr.  Hastings  is  further  responsible,  because  them.   It  was  the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  pro?* 
he  tbuk  a  bnbe  of  £.40,000  from  some  person  them.     Whatever  crimes  may  be  establishea 
in  ponrer  in  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore,  the  against  rajah  Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow 
•ountries,  which  were  ravaged  in  this  manner,  that  Mr.  Goodlad  was  responsible  for  then 
iwottgh  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing.—  and  I  so  well  know  tho  character  and  abilities 
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of- rajah  Debi  Sing,  that  I  can  easily  conceifv,  opinion  of  Debi  Sing  was. — ^We  shall  prora 

Chat  it  was  in  his  power  both  to  commit  the  it  at  another  time  by  abundance  of  clear  and 

enormities,  which  are  laid  to  his  charge,  and  demonstrative  evidence,  that  whether  he  wma 

k>  conceal  the  grounds  of  them  from  Mr.  Good-  bad  or  no  (but  wo  shall  prove,  that  bad  he  wu 

lad,  who  had  no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  indeed)  even  he  could  iiardly  be  so  Oad  as  he 

the  accounts  and   rents  of  the  district  from  was  in  the  opinion,  which  Mr.  Hastings  eatm* 

rajah  Debi  Sing,  and  occasionally  to  be  the  tained  of  him  ;  who  notwithstanding,  now  di»> 

channel  of  communication  between  him  and  owns  this  mock  committee,  instituted  by  him- 

the  committee."  sel^  but,  in  reality,  entirely  managed  by  Guc^ 

We  shall  now  see  what  things  Mr.  Hastings  Govin  Sing.    This  Debi  Sing  was  acceptiid 

did,  what  course  he  was  in,  a  little  bcibre  his  as  an  unexceptionable  man ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hag« 

departure;  with  what  propriety  and  consis-  tings  knows  both  his  power  of  doing  mischief, 

tency  of  character  he  has  behaved  from  the  and  his  artifice  in  concealing  it.  If,  then,  Mr. 

year  of  the  commencement  of  his  corrupt  sys-  Gbodlad  is  to  be  acquitted,  does  it  not  show 

tem  in  1773  to  the  end  of  it,  when  he  closed  tlio  evil  of  Mr.  Ha.<tting8'8  conduct  in  destroj- 

it  in  1785  ;  when  the  bribes  not  only  mounted  ing  those  provincial  councils,  which,  as  I  havt 

the  chariot,  but  boarded  the  barge,  and,  as  I  already  stated,  were  obliged  to  book  evorv 

shall  show,  followed  him  down  to  the  Ganges,  thing,  to  minute  all  the  circumstances,  wfajcn 

and  even  to  the  sea,  and  that  he  never  quitted  came  before  them,  together  with  all  the  con* 

his  system  oi  iniquity  ;  butthat  it  survived  his  sultations  respecting  them  ?  He  strikes  at  Um 

political  life  itself.  whole  syslf>m  at  once,  and,  instead  of  it,  Iw 

Oue  of  his  last  political  acts  was  this :  leaves  an  Englishman  under  pretence  of  ooa- 

Your  lordships  will    remember,   that  Mr.  troulling  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  agent,  appoint«| 

Goodlad  was  sent  up  into  the  country,  whose  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  him  bribes,  in  a 

conduct  was  terrible  indeed :  for  that  he  could  province,  where  Mr.  Hastings  says  that  ageat 

not  be  in  place  and  authority  in  that  country,  had  the  power  of  committing  such  enormitiet, 

and  be  innocent,  while  such  things  were  doing,  and  which  nobody  doubts  his  disposition  locoa^ 

I  shall  prove  :  but  that  is  not  now  my  conside-  mit. — He  leaves  him,  I  say,  in  such  a  state  of 

ration.  inefficiency,  that  these  iniquities  couki  be  oai^ 

The  govcmour-genertU's  minute,  just  read,  cealed  (though  every  oniB  true)  from  the  peiw 

is  this,  "  I  entirely  acquit  Mr.  GhxHllad  of  all  son  appointed  there  to  inspect  his  conduct  !— 

the  charges :  he  has  disproved  them.    It  was  What  then  could  be  his  business  there  ?  wia 

the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prove  them,"  (the  it  only  to  receive  such  sums  of  money  as  Debi 

accuser,  namely,  the  commissioner.)  '*  What-  Sing  might  put  into  his  hands,   and  which 

ever  crimes  may  be  established  against  rajah  might  easily  have  been  sent  toCak^utta  ?  Wai 

Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Mr.  GKiod-  he  to  be  of  use  as  a  communication  belweca 

lad  was  responsible  for  them  ;  and  I  so  well  Debi  Sing  and  the  committee,  and  in  no  olber 

know  the  character,"  &c.  &c.  &c.  way  ?    Here  then  we  have  that  English  autb»- 

Now  your  lordships  pe'rceive  ho  has  acquit-  rity,  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  in  the  country: 

ted  Mr.  Goodlad.   He  is  clear.   Be  it,  that  he  here  the  native  authority  which  he  settled,  and 

is  fairly  and  conscientiously  acquitted.    But  the  establishment  of  native  iniquity  in  a  rego- 

wfaat  is  Mr.  Hastings's  account  of  rajah  Debi  lar  system  under  Gunga  Grovin  Sing :  here  the 

Sing  ?    He  is  presented  to  him  in  1781  by  destruction  of  all  English  inspection.  I  hopo  1 

Gunga   Grovin   Sing,  as  a    person,  against  need  say  no  mcwe  to  prove  to  your  lordships, 

whose  character  there  could  be  no  exception,  that  this  sjrstem,  taken  nakedly  as  it  thus  standi^ 

and  by  him  accepted  in  that  light.    Upon  the  founded  in  mystery  and  obscurity,  founded  for 


(hat  1   can  easily  conceive,  that  it  was  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  would  be  iniquitojo 

his  power  both    to  commit  the  enormities,  the  face  and  the  statement  of  it.    But  ^ 

which  are  laid  to  his  charge,  and  to  conceal  your  lordships  consider  what  horrid  eflbclt  k 

the  grounds  of  them  from  Mr.  Goodlad,  who  produced,  you  will  easily  see  what  the  '"Tyfciftf 

had  no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  the  ac-  and  abomination  of  Mr.  Hastings's  doetroyB| 

counts  and  rents  of  the  (^strict  from  rajah  Debi  these  provincial  councils,  and  protecting  tfaeio 

Sing,  and  occasional  ly  to  be  the  channel  of  com-  persons,  must  necessarily  be.    If  you  bid  Bol 

munication  between  him  and  the  committee.*'  known  in  theory,  you  must  hare  seen  it  il 

.  Thus  your  k>rdships  see  what  Mr.  Hastinga'o  practice. 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESO.  877 

Bui  when  both  practice  and  theory  concur,  committee  by  a  new  oath,  and  forced  them  to 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  system  of  prirate  declare,  that  they  would  not  receive  any  bribes, 
bribery  for  a  revenue,  and  of  private  agency  for  As  soon  as  he  had  so  secured  them  against 
a  constitutional  government,  must  ruin  the  receiving  bribes,  he  was  resolved  to  make 
country,  where*it  prevails;  must  disgrace  the  them  inefficient, — a  good  way  to  secure  them 
country,  that  uses  it,  and  finally  end  in  the  de-  against  bribes,  by  taking  from  them  the  power 
atruction  of  the  revenue.  For  what  says  Mr.  of  bribe-worthy  service.  This  was  a  good 
Hastings  ?  I  was  to  have  received  £.40,000  counter  security  to  their  oatli.  But  Mr.  Has- 
io  bribes,  and  £.30,000  was  actually  applied  to  tings  put  a  dcwan  there,  ngainst  whom  there 
the  use  of  the  company.  Now  [  hopo  I  shall  was  no  security ;  he  let  loose  this  dewan  to 
demonstrate,  if  not,  it  will  be  by  some  one  frustrate  thoir  intentions,  their  application, 
Mb\er  tlian  me  demonstrated  in  the  course  of  their  abilities  and  oath  ;  tiiat  is,  there  was  a 
Ais  business,  tliat  there  never  was  a  bribe  person  at  that  board,  who  was  more  than  the 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  was  not  in-  board  itself,  who  might  riot  in  peculation  and 
stantly  followed  with  a  deficiency  in  the  reve-  plunder  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
mie ;  this  is  clear,  and  what  wo  undertake  to  He  was  there  to  receive  bribes  for  Mr.  Haft- 
prove  :  and  that  Dcbi  Sing  himself  was,  at  the  tings ;  the  committee  were  to  be  pure  witli  im- 
time  Mr.  Hastings  came  away,  between  twenty  potent  hands;  and  then  came  a  person  with 
and  thirty  thousand  pounds  debtor  to  tlie  com-  ample  power  for  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  And, 
pany.  So  that  in  truth  you  always  find  a  lest  this  person  should  not  have  power  enough 
deficiencyof  re  venue  nearly  equal,  and  in  some  in  this  committee,  he  is  made  Uie  general 
instances  I  shall  show  double,  to  all  the  bribes  bribe  broker  to  Mr.  Hastings.  This  secret 
Mr.  Hastings  received ;  from  whence  it  will  under-current,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  is  to 
boevident,  that  he  never  could,  nor  did,  receive  counteract  every  thing,  and,  as  fast  as  one 
thom  under  that  absurd  and  su-ango  idea  of  a  part  is  rendered  pure,  tc<ally  to  corrupt  all 
resource  to  government.  the  rest. 

I  must  re-state  to  your  lordships,  because  I  But,  my  lords,  this  was  not  the    private 

wish  you  never  to  forget,  that  tliis  committee  opinion  of  Mr.  Shore  only,  a  man  of  great 

of  revenue  was,  in  their  own  opinion,  and  from  abilities,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the 

theirown  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  revenue,  who  must  know  when  ho  was  in  a 

if  motion  can  be  attributed  originally  to  instni-  situation  to  do  good,  and   when  not.    The 

ments,  mere  tools  ;  that  they  knew,  that  they  other  gentleman,  whom  I   have   mentioned, 

were  tools  in  the  hands  ofGungaGovin  Sing.  Mr.  Hastings's  confidant  in  every  thing  but 

There  were  two  persons  principal  in  it,  Mr.  his  bribes,  and  supposed  to  be  in  his  closest 

Shore,  who  was  the  acting  president,  and  Mr.  secrets,  is  Mr.  Anderson.    I  should  remark  to 

Anderson,  who  was  president   in  rank,  and  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  roan 

i>resident  in  emolument,  but  absent  for  a  great  apparently  of  weak  nerves,  of  modest  and  very 

part  of  the  time  upon  a  foreign  embassy.    It  is  guarded  demeanour,  as  we  have  seen  him  in 

the  recorded  opinion  of  tlie  former,  for  I  must  the  House  of  Commons  ;  it  is  in  that  way 

beg  leave  to  read  again  a  part  of  the  paper,  only  I  have  the  honour  of  knowing  him.    Mr. 

which  has  already  been  read  to  your  lordships,  Anderson  being  asked,  whether  he  agreed  in 

that    "the  committee  with   the  best  inten-  the  opinion  and  admitted  the  truth  of  his  friend 

tions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest  application,  Mr.  Shore's  statement  relative  to  the  dewan 

must,  after  all,  be  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  their  of  the  committee,  his  answer  was  this — "  I 

dewan."  do  not  think,  that  I  should  have  written  it  quite 

Now  do  you  believe  in  the  first  place,  that  so  strong,  but  I  do  in  a  great  measure  agree  to 

men  will  long  have  abiliticSfWill  long  have  good  it, — that  is,  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of 

intentions,  and  will  long,  above  all,  have  steady  truth  in  the  observation ;  I  think,  in  particular, 

application,  when  they  know  they  are  but  tools  that  it  would  require  great  exertion  \n  (he  com- 

in  the  handd  of  another?  when  they  know  they  mittee,  and  great  abilitcs  on  the  part  of  the 

•re  tools  for  bis  own  corrupt  purposes  ?  president,  to  restrain  effectually  the  conduct 

In  the  next  place  I  must  beg  leave  to  state  of  the  dewan  ;  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  for 

to  you.  that  on  the  constitution  of  this  com-  the  committee  to  interpose  a  sufficient  controul 

mittee  Mr.    Hastings  made  them  all  take  a  to  guard  against  all  this  abuses  of '.he  dewan." 

■olemn  oath,  that  they  would  never  receive  any  There   is  the  reel  president  of  the  com- 

present  whatever.    It  was  not  enough  to  trust  mittee, — there  the  most  active,  efficient  mem- 

to  a  general  covenant ;  it  was  not  enough  to  bcr  of  it.    They  are   both  of  one  opinioff 

Innt  to  the  penal  act  of  I77S  ;  he  bound  the  ooneomiag  their  a ituation ;  and,  I  (hiok,  Ihii 
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opinion  of  Mr.  Andersen  is  still  more  strong  ; 
far  as  he  thinks  he  should  have  written  it  with 
•  little  more  guard,  but  should  have  agreed 
in  substance,  you  must  naturally  think  the 
ftrongest  expression  tlie  truest  representation 
of  the  circumstance. 

There  is  another  circumstance,  that  thu< 
strike  yourlocdMiips  relative  to  this  instituii'ni. 
It  is  where  the  president  ssays,  that  the  use  c' 
the  president  would  be  to  exert  his  best  abilitie<;. 
his  greatest  application,  his  constant  guard,  for 
what  ? — to  prevent  his  dewan  from  being  guilty 
of  bribery,  and  being  guilty  of  oppressions. 
So  here  is  an  executive  constitution,  in  which 
thii  chief  ex<H;utive  minister  is  to  bo  in  such  a 
fituation,  and  of  such  a  disposition,  that  the 
chief  employment  of  the  presiding  person  in 
tbe  c/.4;ir!^ittee  is  to  guard  against  him,  and  to 
prevent  r.i>  doing  mischief.  Here  is  a  man 
appointed,  of  the  greatest  possible  power,  of 
the  greatest  possible  wickedness,  in  a  situation 
to  exert  that  power  and  wickedness  for  the  de- 
■tniction  of  the  country ;  and,  without  doubt,  it 
would  require  tlie  greatest  ability  and  diligence 
m  ilie  person  at  the  head  of  that  council  to 
prevent  it.  Such  a  constitution,  allowed  and 
•Hedged  by  the  persons  themselves,  who  com- 
poeed  it,  was,  I  believe,  never  heard  of  in  the 
world. 

Now  that  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  the 
■jBtem  of  bribery,  your  lordships  will  permit 
nie  to  follow  Mr.  Hastings  fo  his  last  parting 
■cene.  He  parted  with  his  power,  he  parted 
with  his  situation,  he  parted  with  every  thing, 
but  he  never  could  |>art  witli  Gunga  Govin 
Sing.  He  was  on  his  voyage,  he  had  embark- 
•dyhe  was  upon  the  Ganges,  he  had  quitted  his 
government ;  and  hia  last  dying  sigh,  his  last 
parting  voice,  was  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  It  ran 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  as  another 
plaintive  voice  ran  upon  the  banks  of  another 
river,  (I  forget  whose  ;)  his  last  accents  were 
Gkmga,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  It  demonstrates 
the  power  of  friendship. 

It  ia  said  by  some  idle  absurd  moralists, 
that  friendship  is  a  thing,  that  cannot  subsist 
between  bad  men  ;  but  I  will  show  your  lord- 
ships the  direct  contrary ;  and,  after  having 
shown  you  what  Gunga  Giovin  Sing  was,  I 
shall  bring  before  you  Mr.  Hastings's  last 
act  of  friendship  for  him.  Not  that  I  lave 
quite  shown  you  every  thing,  but  pretty  well, 
I  think,  respecting  this  man.  There  is  a  great 
deal  concerning  his  character  and  conduct, 
that  is  laid  by ;  and  I  do  believe,  that  what- 
time  I  should  take  up  in  ejcpatialing  upon 
things,  there  would  be  "  in  the  lowest 
stiU  a  lower  deep  ;*'   for  there  is  not  a 


day  of  the  inquiry,  that  does  not  bring  to  light 
more  and  more  of  this  evil  against  Mr.  Has- 
tings. 

But,  before  I  open  the  papers,  relative  to 
this  act  of  Mr.  Hastings's  friendship  for  Gunga 
Govin  Sing,  1  must  rostate  some  circmn- 
stanco«.  that  your  lordships  may  understand 
thoroughly  the  nature  of  it.  Your  kjrdships 
cicy  recollect,  that  about  the  time  of  the  sue> 
CMsion  of  the  minor  rajah  of  Dinagepors, 
who  w&s  then  but  five  «ir  six  years  of  age,  and, 
when  Mr.  Hastings  lef\  Bengal,  eight  or  nina, 
Mr.  Hastings  had  received  from  that  oountiy 
a  bribe  of  about  £.40,000.  There  is  a  F^lelitj 
even  in  bribery  ; — there  is  a  truth  and  obser> 
Vance  even  in  corruption  ;  there  is  a  justice, 
that,  if  money  is  to  be  paid  for  protection, 
protection  should  be  given.  My  lords,  Mr. 
Hastings  received  this  bribe  through  Gunga 
Govin  Sing ;  then,  at  least  through  Gonga 
Govin  Sing,  he  ought  to  take  care,  that  tlMt 
rajah  shouVd  not  be  rubbed  ;  that  he  shouU 
not  be  robbed,  if  Gunga  Govin  Sing  coukl 
help  it ;  that  above  all  he  should  not  be  rob» 
bed  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself. — ^But  your 
lordships  will  find,  that  the  last  act  of  Bfr. 
Hastings's  life  was  to  be  an  accomplice  in  \hm 
most  cniel  and  perfidious  breach  of  faith,  in 
the  most  iniquitous  transaction,  that  I  do  be- 
lieve ever  was  held  out  to  the  indignation 
of  the  world  with  regard  to  private  persons. 
When  he  departed  on  the  16th  of  Februaiy 
1785,  when  he  was  on  board  in  the  mouth  oif 
the  Ganges,  and  preparing  to  visit  his  native 
country,  let  us  see  what  the  last  act  of  his  life 
then  was.  Hear  tlie  last  tender  accents  of  the 
dying  swan  upon  the  Ganges:  **  The  regret 
which  I  cannot  but  feel  in  relinquishing  the 
service  of  my  honourable  employers,  would  be 
much  embittered,  were  it  accompanied  by  tiM 
reflection,  that  I  have  neglected  the  merits  of 
a  man,  who  deseves  no  less  of  then  than  of 
myself,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  who  from  his  ear- 
liest youth  had  been  employed  in  the  collet 
tion  of  the  revenues,  and  was,  about  eleven 
years  ago,  selected  for  his  superiour  talents  to 
fill  the  ofiice  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  con- 
raittee.  He  has  from  that  time,  with  a  short 
intermission,  been  the  principal  native  ageM 
in  the  collection  of  the  company's  revenuea; 
and  I  can  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  ha 
has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
fidelity,  diligence,  and  ability.  To  myself  be 
has  given  proofii  of  a  constancy  and  attach- 
ment, which  neither  the  (ears,  nor  expecta- 
tions, excited  by  the  prevalence  of  diffiMVOC 
influence,  could  shake  :  and  at  a  tinie  too 
when  these  qualities  were  so  dangerooa  li»t« 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESO.  379 

Itf  from  finding  them  among  the  generality  of  peculation,  and  embezzlement  of  publis 

«f  his  countrymen,  I  did  not  invariably  meet  money ;  but  of  this  cause  of  the  intcrmissior 

with  them  among  my  own.  With  such  a  sense  in  the  polilical   life  and   political  merits  of 

«f  his  merits,  ii  is  natural,  that  I  siiould  feel  Gimga  Govin  Sing  Mr.  Hastings  does  not 

a  dasiro  of  rewarding  him ;  for  justice,  grati-  tell  you. 

tttde,  generosity,  and  even  policy  demand  it :  Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  opinion 
■ad  I  resort  to  the  board  for  the  means  of  per-  a  member  of  the  provincial  council  at  Cal- 
fbrming  so  necessary  a  duty,  in  full  confidence,  cutta,  in  which  he  had  also  served,  had  of 
that  as  those,  which  I  shall  point  out,  arc  him.  "  Who  is  Gunga Govin  Sing?"  The 
neither  incomftatible  with  the  company's  in-  answer  is: — "  Ho  was,  when  I  lefl  Bengal, 
terest,  nor  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  others,  dewan  to  the  committee  of  revenue.  What 
they  will  not  be  withheld  from  me.  At  the  was  his  office  and  power  during  Mr.  Has- 
raquest,  therefore,  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  I  tings *s  administration  since  1780  ? — He  was 
deliver  the  accompanying  durkausts,  or  puti-  formerly  dewan  to  the  provincial  council  sta- 
tions, for  grants  of  lands  lying  in  different  tioned  at  Calcutta,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
districts ;  the  total  jumma,  or  rent,  of  which  His  conduct  then  was  licentious  and  unwar- 
tmount  to  rupees  2,38,061.  12.  1."  rantable,  oppressive   and  extortionary.     He 

Your  lordships  recollect,  that  Mr.  Larlcina  was  stationed  under  us  to  be  an  humble  and 

one  of  the  bribe  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  submissive  servant,  and  to  be  of  use  to  us  in 

>,  I  mean,  of  a  corporation,  but  not  corporate  the  discharge  of  our  duty.     His  conduct  was 

in  their    acti).     My  lords,  Mr.  Larkins  has  every  thing  the  reverse.    We  endeavoured  tc 

lold  you,  ho  has  told  us,  and  he  has  told  the  correct  the  mischiefs  he  was  guilty  of  as  much 

eourt  of  directors,  that  Mr.  Hastings  parted  as  possible.    In  one  attempt  to  release  fifteen 

in  a  quarrel  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  because  persons  illegally  confined  by  him,  we  were 

ke  had    not    faithfully  kept  his   engagement  dismissed   our    offices;   a  different    pretence 

with  regard  to  his  bribe;  and  that,  instead  of  was  held  out  for  our  dismission,  hut  it  was 

JUMfiCO  fro^  Dinagepore,  he  had  only  paid  only  a  pretence.    Since  his  appointment  as 

kim  £30.000.    My  lords,  that  iniquitous  men  dewan  to  the  present  committee  of  revenue, 

wiU  defraud  one  another  1  can  conceive  ;  but  his  line  of  conduct  has  only  been  a  continu- 

Jfou  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Hastings^s  behaviour  ance  of  what  I  have  described,  but   upon  a 

at  parting,  that  he  either  had  in  fact  received  larger  scale.    What  was  the  general  opinion  of 

tflia  money  from  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  or  in  the  natives  of  the  use  he  made  of  his  power  ? 

•ooie  way  or  other  had  abundant  reason  to  be  — He  was  looked  up  to  by  the  natives  as  the 

atisAed  ;  that  he  totally  forgot  his  anger  upon  second  person  in  the  government,  if  not  the 

ihia  occasion,  and  that  at  parting  his  last  act  first.    He  was  considered  as  the  only  channel 

vat  to  ratify  grant*  of  lands,  (so  described  by  for  obtaining  favour  and  employment  from  the 

Mr.  Hastings,)  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Your  govemour.     There  is  hardly  a  native  family 

lordships  will  recollect  the  tender  and  forgiv-  of  rank  or  credit  within  the  three  provinces, 

iag  temper  of  Me.  Hastings.   Whatever  liule  whom  he  has  not  some  time  or  ether  distres- 

bidierings  there    might   have  been  between  sed  and  afflicted  ;  scarce  a  zemindary,  that  he 

Ibem  about  tlieir  small  money  concerns,  the  has  not  dismembered  and  plundered.     Was 

purifying  waters  of  the  Ganges  had  washed  you  in  a  situation  to  know  this  to  be  true  ?• 

away  all  sins,  enmities,  and  discontent.    By  I  certainly  was.    What  was  the  general  opi 

some  of  those  arts,  which  Gunga  G^vin  Sing  nion  and  your  own,  concering  his  wealth  ?— 

knows  how  to  practise  (I  mean  conciliatory  It  is  almost  impossible  to  form  a  competent 

bonest  arts)  he  had  fairly  wiped  away  all  re-  judgment,  his  means  of  acquiring  it  have  been 

sealment  out  of  Mr.    Hastings's    mind  ;  and  so  extensive.    I  had  an  account  shown  to  me 

be,  who  so  long  remembered  the  afTront  ofTer-  about  July  1785,  stating  his   acquisitions  at 

ed  him  by  Chcit  Sing,  totally  forgets  Gunga  three  hundred  and  twenty  lacks  of  rupees,  that 

Qovin  Sing's  fraud  uf  £10,000  ;  and  attempts  is  £3,200,000." 

to  make  others  the  instruments  of  gi^^ing  him         My  lords,  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  from  the 

what  he  calls  his  reward.  best  inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  those, 

Mr.  Hastings,  states  among  Gunga  Govin's  who  speak  highest  of  his  wealth,  are  those 

nerits,  that  he  had,  from  the  time  of  its  insti-  who  obtain  the  greatest  credit.    The  estimate 

tution,  and  with  a  very  short  intermission,  of  any  man's   wealth  is  uncertain;   but  the 

served  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  enormity  of  his  wealth  is  universally  believed: 

CQOunittee.      That   short    intermission   was,  yet  Mr.  Hastings  seemed  to  act  as  if  he  need* 

he  was  turned  out  of  office  upon  proof  ed  a  reward ;  axid  it  is  therefore  necessary  tt 
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■frire,  what  reooomeoded  him  pwtiailaHj  kii  rvwaid  is.    Toar  lordbkipB  bev  wkai  i» 

l»  Mr.  Haatin^    Your  lordships  have  seen,  w«rd  he  tlnaigfat  proper  to  secure  far  kiBBdf , 

dat  be  was  on  the  point  of  bemg  dismisMd  and,  I  beiaefc,  a  man.  who  has  power  hk* 

tor  misbehariour,  and  oppreaskn,  bj  dial  Cal-  Guoga  Gorin  Sing,  and  a  dopositioa  bks 

oMta  committee,  his  senrices  to  which  Mr.  Go^gaGonnSin^,  can  hardly  want  the  Beans 

Hasting  gives  as  one  proof  of  his  consTant  of  rewarding  himeeif :  and  if  everj  virttie  rs- 

■ad  uniform  good  behariour.    ''  He  bad  ex-  wards  itseIC  and  virtue  is  said  to  be  its  owa 


ecoted,"  he  says,  "  the  duties  of  his  office  reward,  the  rirtne  of  Gunga  GUnrin 

with  bdelity,  diligence  and  ability."     These  in  a  good  way  of  seeking  its  own  rewaid.  Mr. 

are   his  public   merits — but  he  has   prirate  Hastmgs,  however,  thought  it  was  not  right, 

its  :    "  To  myself,"  says  he,  "  he   has  that  such  a  man  should  rewaid  hianelf ;  bol 


given  ]iroc£s  of  ocmstancy  and  attachneol."  that  it  was  necessary  (or  the 

Now  we,  who  have  been  used  to  look  very  of  government  to  6od  him  a  reward.    Then 
diligently  over  ihe  company's  records,  and  to  the  next  thing  is,  what  that  reward  shall  be. 
compare  one  part  with   another,   ask,  what  It  is  a  grant  of  lands.    Your  lordships  witt  ol^ 
those  services  were,  which  have  so  strongly  serve,  that  Mr.  Hastings  declares  some  of 
recommended  him  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in-  these  lands  to  be  unoccupied,  others  occupied, 
doced  him  to  !^>eak  so  favourably  of  his  pub>  bat  not  t^  the  just  owners.    Now  these  were 
lie  services?    What  those  serrices  are,  does  the  very  lands  of  the  rajah  of  Dinagepore,  fi«t 
oot  appear  ;  we  have  searched  the  records  for  whence  be  had  taken  the  hribe  of  £.40,000 
them,  (and  those  records  are  very  busy  and  My  lords,  this  was  a  monstrous  thing.    Mr. 
oquaciouA,)  about  that  period  of  time,  during  Hastings  had  the  audacity,  as  his  partii^  act, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  was  labouring  under  an  when  he  was  coming  to  England,  and  ought  is 
eclipse,  and  near  the  dragon's  mouth,  and  all  have  expected  (whatever  he  did  expect)  the  ra- 
the drums  of  Bengal  beating  to  firee  him  from  sponsibility  of  this  day, — he  was,  I  say, 
this  dangerous  edipse.  During  this  time  there  less  enou^,  not  only  to  give  thm  recomni 
is    nothing    publicly  done,   there   is  nothing  dation,  but  to  perpetuate  the  muchiefc  of 
publicly  said,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     There  reign,  as  he  has  done,  to  his  socoeseours ;  ftr 
were  then  some  services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  he  has  really  done  so  by  making  it  iiinw^» 
that    lie   undiscovered,  which    he    takes  as  hie  ahnost  to  know  any  thing  of  the  true  staia 
proois  of  attachment.    What  could  they  be  ?  of  that  country  :  and  he  has  thereby  nada 
they  were  not  public ;  nobody  knows  any  thing  them  much  less  responsible  and  criminal  dHUi 
of  them  ;  they  must  by  reference  to  ^he  time,  before  in  any  ill  acts,  they  may  have  done  siaes 
as  &r  OS  we  can  judge  d*  them,  be  senrices  of  his  time.    But  Mr.  Hastings  not  only  raoooi- 
ooncealmenl.    Otlicrwise,  in  the  course  of  this  mends  and  backs  the  petition  of  Gunga  Govia 
business  it  will  be  necessary,  and  Mr.  Has-  Sing  with  hb  parting  authority,  wfaidi  anllMH 
tings  wiD  find  occasion,  to  show  what  those  rity  he  made  the  people  there  believe  wooU 
penonal   services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  to  be  greater  in  England,  than  it  was  in  In^ ; 
him  were.    Hi*  services    to  Gunga  Glovin  but  be  is  an  evidence  ;  he  declares,  that  "  lo 
Sing  were  pretty  conspicuous  ;  for,  after  he  his  own  knowledge  these  lands  are  vacant,  and 


turned  out  for  peculation,  Mr.  Hastings  confessedly,  therefore,  by  the  laws  of  this  as 

restored   him  to  his  office  ;  and  when  he  had  well  as  of  most  other  countries,  in  the  absolute 

imprisoned  fifteen  persons  illegally  and  oppres-  gUl  of  government." 

lively,  and  when  the  council  were  about  to  set  My  lordw,  (as  I  said)  Mr.  Hastings  becomes 

diem  at  liberty,  they  were  set  at  liberty  them-  a  witness,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  course  of  the 

selves  ;    they  were  di^imissed    thc-ir  offices,  proceedings  you  wiH  find,  a  fidse  witness  for 

Tour  lordships  see,  then,  what  his  public  ser-  Ghinga  Govin  Sing.  *  To  my  own  knowledgej* 

vices  were.  His  private  services  are  unknown ;  8a3rs  he,  *'  they  are  vacant."    Why,  I  cannet 

diey  must  be,  as  we  conceive  from  their  being  find,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  ever  been  in  Dina- 

imknown,  of  a  suspicious  nature  ;  and  I  do  gepore;  or,  if  he  had,  it  must  have  been  only 

■ot  go  further  than  suspicion,  because  I  never  as  a  passenger.    He  had  not  the  supervenioa 

beard,  and  1  have  not  been  without  attempts  of  the  district,  in  any  other  sense  than  with  that 

to  make  the  discovery,  what  those   services  kind  of  eagle  eye,  which  he  must  have  had  ofer 

were,  that  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Has-  all  Bengal,  and  which  he  had  for  no  other  pm^ 

\               tings.  poses  than  those,  for  which  eagles'  eyea  ars 

Having  looked  at  his  public  services,  which  commonly  used.    He  becomes,  you  see,  awil* 

•re  well-known  scenes  of  wickedness,  barba-  ness  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  orders  to  he 

«i^,  and  corruption,  we  next  come  to  see  what  given  him,  as  a  recompensefor  all  the  ioiqailMi 


^- 
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tAsthbiLuicoininitted,  the  lands  of  that  veiy  was  forged  or  not,  this  miserable  minor  was 
mjah  who  through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Crovin  obliged  to  give  the  lands  to  him :  be  did  not 
Biag^  had  given  an  enormous  bribe  to  Mr.  dare  to  quarrel  with  him  upon  such  an  article 
Hastings.  These  lands  were  not  without  an  because  he,  who  would  purchase,  could  take, 
ownership,  but  were  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  The  next  step  was  to  get  one  of  his  nearest 
rajah,  and  were  to  be  severed  from  the  zemin-  relations  to  seem  to  give  a  consent ;  because 
dvy  and  given  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  taking  it  of  the  minor  was  too  gross.  The  re- 
manner  of  obtaining  them  is  something  so  lalion,  who  could  no  more  consent  by  the  law 
shocking,  and  contains  such  a  number  of  en*  of  that  country  than  the  law  of  this,  gave  a{^ 
ormities  completed  in  one  act,  that  one  can  parently  his  consent.  And  these  were  the 
•carce  imagine  how  such  a  compound  could  very  lands,  that  Mr.  Hastings  speaks  of  at 
exist  <<  lands  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  government." 
This  man,  besides  his  office  of  dewan  to  All  this  came  beibre  the  council.  The  mo- 
the  Calcutta  committee,  which  gave  him  the  ment  Mr.  Hastings  was  gone,  India  seemed  a 
whole  management  and  power  of  the  revenue,  little  to  respire ;  there  was  a  vast  oppressive 
was,  as  I  have  slated,  at  the  head  of  all  the  re-  weight  taken  off  it, — there  was  a  mountain /e- 
fisters  in  the  kingdom,  whose  duty  it  was  to  moved  from  its  breast ;  and  persons  did  dare 
bo  a  controul  upon  him  as  dewan.  As  Mr.  then,  for  the  first  time,  to  breathe  tlieir  corn- 
Hastings  destroyed  every  other  constitutional  plaints.  And  accordingly  this  minor  rajah  goC 
■etiJement  of  the  ceunlry,  mo  the  office,  which  some  person  kind  enough  to  tell  him,  that  ha 
was  to  be  a  check  upon  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  was  a  minor, — that  he  could  not  part  with  hit 
namely,  the  register  of  the  country,  had  been  estate ;  and  this,  with  the  other  shocking  and 
■nperseded,  and  revived  in  another  shape,  and  illegal  parts  of  the  process,  was  stated  by  him 
given  to  the  own  son  of  this  very  man.  God  to  the  council,  who  had  Mr.  Hastings's  reoom- 
fivbid,  that  a  son  should  not  be  under  a  certain  mendation  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  before  them. 
•ad  reasonable  subo.'dinaiion.  But  though  in  The  council,  shocked  to  see  a  minor  attempt- 
ftis  country  we  know  a  son  may  possibly  be  ed  to  be  dispossessed  in  such  a  manner  by  him, 
fiM  from  the  controul  of  his  father,  yet  the  who  was  the  natural  guardian  of  all  minors, 
Meanest  slave  is  net  in  a  more  abject  c<xulition  shocked  at  such  an  enormous  daring  piece  of 
of  slavery,  than  a  son  b  in  that  country  to  his  iniquity,  be^an  to  inquire  further,  and  to  ask, 
blher ;  for  it  extends  to  the  power  of  a  Roman  how  came  this  his  near  relation  to  consent  ? 
parent.  The  office  of  register  is  to  take  care,  He  was  apparently  partner  in  the  fi^ud. 
that  a  full  and  fair  rent  is  secured  to  govern-  Partner  in  the  fraud  he  was,  but  not  partner  in 


and  above  all  it  is  his  business  to  take  the  profit ;  for  he  was  to  do  it  without  getting 

of  the  body  of  laws,  the  royjaun  mulluck,  any  thing  for  it ;  the  wickedness  was  in  himj 

or  custom  of  the  country,  of  which  he  is  the  and  the  profit  in  Gunga  (3ovin  Sing.    Inconse- 

fuardian  as  the  head  of  the  law.    It  was  his  quence  of  this  inquiry,  the  man  comes  down  to 

business  to  secure  that  fundamental  law  uf  the  account  for  his  conduct,  and  declares  another 

foremment,  and  fundamental  law  of  the  coun-  atrocious  iniquity,  that  shows  you  the  powers, 

try,  that  a  zemindary  cannot  be  split;  or  any  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  possessed. — "Gunga 

portion  of  it  separated  without  the  consent  of  Govin  Sing,"  says  he,  *'  is  master  of  the  coun- 

tho  government.    This  man  betrayed  his  trust,  try ;  he  had  made  a  great  festival  for  the  burial 

•nd  did  privately,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  of  his  mother ;  all  those  of  that  cast  ought  to 

office,  get  this  minor  rajah,  who  was  but  an  be  invited  to  the  funeral  festival ;  he  would  have 

m&nt,  who  was  but  nine  years  old  at  the  time,  disgraced  me  for  ever,  if  I  had  not  been  invited 

to  make  over  to  him  a  part  of  his  zemindary,  to  that  funeral  festival."     These  funeral  festi- 

to  a  large  amount,  under  colour  of  a  fraudulent  vals,  you  should  know,  are  great  things  hi  that 

and  fictitious  sale.    By  the  laws  of  that  coun-  country,  and  celebrated  in  this  manner,  and, 

try,  by  the  common  laws  of  nature,  the  act  you  may  depend  upon  it,  in  a  royal  manner, 

of  this  child  was  void.     The  act  was  void  as  by  him,  upon  burying  his  mother :  any  per- 

tgainst  the  government,  by  giving  a  zemin-  aon  led  out  was   marked,  despised,  and  dis- 

dary  without  the  consent  of  the  government  to  graced.     "  But  he  had  it  in  his  power,  and  I 

the  very  man,  who  ought  to  have  prevented  was  threatened  to  be  deprived  of  my  cast  by 

neb  an  ACt :  he  has  the  same  sacred  guar-  his  register,  who  had  the  cast  in  his  absolute 

Auiship  of  minors,  that  the  chancellour  of  disposition."    Says  he,  « I   was  under  ter> 

England  has. This  man  got  to  himself  those  rour,  I  was  under  duresse,  and  I  did  it."  V> 

luKk  by  a  fraudulent,  and  probably  forged,        Ghmga  GKwin  Sing  was  fortified  by  the  opi^      ^^r- 

ibed,  for  th  t  is  charged  too ;  but  whether  it  nioo,  that  the  govomour,  though  departod,  vii^ 
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Indly  resided  in  that  coontry.    God  frant,  that  in  his  zeraindary,  and  indeed 

his  power  may  be  extirpated  out  of  it  now.    I  other  zemindaries  besides  since  the 

doubt  it ;  but,  most  asmredly,  it  was  residiof  accession.  Ramkiswm,  in  1172«  go* 

in  i|s  plenitude  when  he  departed  from  thence ;  of  Nurraflooff  the  zemindary  of  Mahomed  All 

and  there  was  not  a  roan  in  India,  who  was  the  pur|;aniah  of  Icfaanguipore,  Jcc  was  m 

not  of  opinion,  either  that  he  was  actually  to  three  divinoos  in  117S.  The  petition  ofCioni 

return  to  goYem  India  again,  or  that  his  power  Deo  Sheopersand  was  made  over  to  the  mm  of 

is  such  in  England,  as  that  he  might  gorera  BousserChowdrrfpoasessourofthe  third sfaara. 

it  here.     And  such  were  the  hopes  of  those,  Purgunnah  Baharbund  belonged  to  the 

who  had  intentions  against  the  estates  of  others,  dary  of  Rannee  Bhowannr,  and,  in  1180, 

— Oun^  Covin  Sing,  therefore,  being  pressed  made  over  to  Lucknaut  Kundy.      All 

to  the  wall  by  this  declaration  of  the  rajah's  changes  took  place   in  the   lifetime  of  tka 

relation,  when  he  could  say  nothing  against  it,  rightful  poasessoura,  without  right,  titie,  or  pxv- 

wben  it  wa«  clear   and   manifest,  and   there  chase.'* 

were  only  impudent  barefaced   denials,   and  Your  lorddiips  have  not  heard  beiore  of 

asseverations  against  facti,  which  carried  truth  Lucknaut  Nundy.    He  was  the  son  of  a  per* 

with  themselves,  did  not  in  his  answer  pretend  son,  of  whom  your  lordships  have  heard  beiSon^ 

to  say,  that  a  zemindary  might  be  parted  with-  called  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan  of  Bir.  Haa 

out   the  consent  of  the  government. — that  a  tiBg*>  Mr.  Hastings  has  proved  in  abuadaaee 

minor  might  be  deprived  of  it, — that  the  next  of  other  cases,  that  a  grant  to  father  and  son  if 

relation  had  a  power  of  disposing  of  it.    He  the  same  thing.    The  iadiers  general^  lak* 

did  indeed  say,  but  nobody  believed  him,  that  out  grants  in  the  names  of  their  soc^ ;  and  tba 

he  had  used  no  force  upon  this  relation  ;  but  as  Ranny  Bhowanny,  possessing  the  zcxniadary 

every  one  knew  the  act  would  be  void,  he  was  of  Radshi,  an  oM  lady  of  the  first  rank  and 

driven  to  Mr.  Hastings's  great  refuge ;  he  was  family  in  India,  was  stripped  of  part  of  her  la- 

driven  to  say, "  The  government  in  this  country  mindary,  and  it  was  given  to  Ludmaut  Nondy, 

hasarbitrarypower,— the  power  of  government  the  son  of  Mr.  Hastings^s  bajran  ;  and  thaa 

is  every  things — the  right  of  the  subject  no-  (you  see  the  consequence  of  good  ezamplaa) 

thing;— they  have  at  all  times  separated  z»-  comes  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  sajrs,  I  am 

roindaries  from  their  lawful  fKoprietors. — Give  as  good  a  man  as  he  ;  there  b  a  zemindarj 

me,  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  constantly  given  given ;  then  do  as  much  for  Gunga  Gorin  Si^g 

to  other  people  without  any  right,  or  shadow,  as  you  have  done  for  Cantoo  Baboo.    Here  ■ 

or  semblance  of  right  at  all.* — God  knows,  it  is  an  argument  drawn  from  the  practice  of  Mf . 

well,  that  I  waHc  with  my  authority  in  my  hand ;  Hastings.    And  this  shows  your  lordships  the 

for  there  are  such  crimes,   such    portentous  necessity  of  suppressing  such  iniquities  by  pii- 

incredible  crimes,  to  be  brought  before  your  nishing  the  author  of  them.    You  will  pnaiah 

lordships,  that  it  would  hardly  be  believed,  were  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  no  man  will  hereafVer  daiv 

it  not,  that  I  am  constantly,  as  I  hope  I  shall  to  rob  minors,  no  man  will  hereafler  dare  lo 

constantly  be,  guarded  with  evidence,  and  that  rob  widows,  to  give  to  the  vilest  of  twnH»ulj 

the  strongest,  that  can  be,  even  the  evidence  of  their  own  Iwse  instruments  for  their  own  n^ 

the  parties  themselves.  farious  purposes,  the  lands  of  others  withoiiC 

"  From  your  inquiry  (Gunga  Govin  Sing  right,  title,  or  purchase, 

says  to  the  council)  every  circumstance  will  My  lords,  I  will  not  after  this  state  to  yoa 

appear  in  its  true  colours.    With  respect  to  the  false  representation  of  the  value  of 

the  alienation  of  parts  of  zemindaries,  the  ex-  lands,  which  this  man  gave  in  to 

tent  and  consequence  of  the  great  zemindars  He  represented  it  to  be  much  less  than  it 

depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  favour  and  when  he  desired  the  grant  of  then; ;  as  shaD 

countenance  of  the  ruling  powers.  be  stated,  when  it  comes  before  your  2ord- 

"  By  what  means  did    this  zemindar  of  ships,  at  the  proper  time.     But  at  present  I 

Dinagepore  get  possession  of  purgunnah  But-  am  only  touching  upon  principles,  and  bringing 

tassim  after  the  death  of  Rycobad  Chowdry  examples  so  far  as  they  illustrate  principleSf 

in   1166,  of  purgtmnah  Coolygong  aAer  the  and  to  show  how  precedents  spread, 

death  of  Sahebrance  Chowderanne,   in   the  I  believe,  your  lordships  will  conceive  better 

same  year,  notwithstanding  his  heirs  existed ;  of  the  spirit  of  these  transactiona  by  my  inter- 

and  of  purgunnah  Sunloe,  &c.  during  the  life-  mixing  with  them,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  dO| 

lime  of  Sumboonant,  the  zemindar,  in  1167,  all  as  much  as  possible  of  the  grounds  of  them.    I 

without  right,  title,  or  pecuniary  consideration  ?  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  description,  that  I 

This  has  been  the  case  with  many  purgunnahs  can  give,  ro  painting,  if  I  was  either  abb  or 
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wiDrag  to  ptint,  could  make  these  tnuisactinot  zemiodaries,  "  neither  am  I  at  all  desirous  of 

appear  to  your  lordships  with  the  strength  acquiring  any  other  person's  zemindary  in  this 

fHiich  they  have  in  themselres ;  and  your  lord-  ^country,    &c.     ♦         ♦        ♦        ♦        ♦ 

riiips  will  bo  convinced  of  this,  when  you  see,  r/v«t     j           .         >  »        . 

what  nobody  could  liardiy  believe,  that  a  man  .    ^ ^.  'locurnent,  read  here,  tM  wanting,  end. 

«ui  say, '•  It  was  given  to  others  without  right,  '^£  »  ^    several^ Calcutta   banyans   hare 

dtle,  or  purchase,  give  it  to  me  without  right,  °  **'       ^' 

Ikle,  or  purchase ; — give  me  the  estates  of  mi-  He  states  it  as  a  kind  of  constant  practice, 

without  right,  title,  or  purchase,  because  by  which  the  country  had  been  robbed  under 


Bilr.  Hastings  gave  the  estates  of  widows  with-  Mr.  Hastings,  known  and   acknowledged  to 

out  right,  title,  or  purchase."  be  so,  to  seize  upon  the  inheritance  of  the 

Of  this  exemplary  grant,  of  this  pattern  for  widow,  and  the  fatherless.     In  this  manner 

future  proceedings,  I  will  show  your  lordships  did  Gunga  Govin  Sing  govern  himself  upon 

th«  consequence.  the  direct  precedent  of  Cantoo   Baboo,  the 

I  will  read  to  your  lordships  part  of  the  ex-  banyan  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  this  other  in- 

■mination  of  a  witness,  taken  from  a  report  strument  of  his  in  like  manner  calls  upon  go- 

cf  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Temment  for  favour  of  some  kind  or  other,  upoo 

"  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  same  principle,  and  the  same  precedent. 
ibe  zeroindary  of  Baharbund  ? — It  lies  to  the  Your  lordships  now  sec,  how  necessary  it 
Mstward  of  Dinagcpore  and  Rungpore.  I  was  was  to  say  something  about  arbitrary  power : 
stationed  in  that  neighbourhood.     To  whom  for,  first,  the  wicked  people  of  that  country 
did  it  originally  belong  ?~1  believe,  to  the  ze-  (Mr.  Hastings's  instruments  I  mean)  pretend 
aindary  of  Radshi,  belonging  to  ranny  Bo-  right,  title,  purchase,  grant ;  and  when  their 
wanny.      For  what  reason  was  it  taken  from  frauds  in  all  these  legal  means  are  discovered, 
ibt  ranny  of  Radshi  and  given  to  Cantoo  Ba-  then  they  fly  ofl^,  and  have  recourse  to  arbitrary 
fcoo? — I  do  not  exactly  recollect:  I  believe,  on  power ;  and  say,  It  is  true,  I  can  make  out  no 
■one  plea  of  incapacity  or  insufficiency  in  her  right,  title,  grant,  or  purchase ;  the  parties  are 
to  manage  it,  or  some  pretended  decline  in  the  minors  ;  I  am  bound  to  take  care  of  their  right; 
revenue,  owing  to  mismanagement.    On  what  but  you  have  arbitrary  power ;  you  have  exerw 
Itrms  was  it  granted  to  Cantoo  Baboo  or  his  cised  it  upon  other  occasions  ;  exercise  it  upon 
no  ? — I  believe  it  was  a  grant  in  perpetuity,  at  this  ;  give  me  the  rights  of  other  people.  This 
tho  rcTcnuc  of  rupees  82  or  83,000  per  annum,  was  the  last  act,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  the  last 
What  amount  did  he  collect  from  tho  country  ?  act  of  Mr.  Hastings's  wicked  power,  done  by 
—I  cannot  tell.   The  year  I  was  in  that  neigh-  tho  wickedest  man  in  favour  of  tho  wickedest 
bourhood,  the  settlement  with  his  under-tenants  man,  and  by  the  wickedest  means,  which  fail 
«*Ba  something  above  3,53,000  nipees.  The  in-  ed  upon  his  own  testimony. 
habitants  of  the  country  objected  to  it.    They  To  bring  your  lordships  to  the  end  of  this 
imbled  in  a  body  of  about  five  thousand,  and  business,  which  I  hope  will  lead  me  very  near 
proceeding  to  Calcutta  to  make  known  to  the  end  of  what  I  have  to  trouble  your  lord- 
grievances  to  the  committee  of  revenue,  sliips  with  ;  I  will  now  state  the  conduct  of  the 
^Tbey  were  stopped  at  Cossimbuzar  by  Noor  council,  and  the  resolution  about  Gunga  Govin 
8iog  Baboo,  tho  brother  of  Cantoo  Baboo,  and  Sing.  I  am  to  inform  your  lordbhipii,  that  there 
there  the  matter  was  compromised,  in   what  was  a  reference  made  by  tho  council  to  tho 
banner  1  cannot  say."  committee  of  revenue,  namely  to  Gunga  Govia 
Your  kirdships  see,  Mr.  Hastings's  banyan  Sing  himself;  a  reference  wilb  regard  to  tho 

Cthis  zemindary  belonging  to  this  venerable  right,  title,  mode,  and  proceeding,  and  many 

y,  unable  to  protect  herself ;  that  it  was  other  circumstances ;  upon  which  the  com- 

graioted  to  him  without  right,  title,  or  pur-  mittee,  being  such  as  I  have  described,  very 

Cbaae.    To  show  you,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  naturally  were  silent.    Gunga  Govin  Sing  lo- 

been   in  a  constant  coirse  of  sudi  proceed-  quihar  9olu$ — in  the   manner  you  have  just 

lag,  here   is  a  petition  from  a  person  called  beard  ;  the  committee  were  the  chorus  ;  they 

^     ^     4     *        ♦♦♦♦♦for  some  sometimes  talk, — fill  up  a  vacant  part,  but 

Ibvour  from  government,  which  it  is  not  ne-  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  the  great  actor,  tho 

eeasary  now  to  state.    In  order  to  make  good  sole  one.    The  report  of  this  committee  beiag 

bit  claim,  ho  states  what  nobody  denied,  but  laid  before  tho  council,  Mr.  Stables,  ooo  of 

siliich  is  universally  known  in  fact.    Says  he,  the  board,  entered  the  following  minute  on  the 

*'  I  have  oever  entertained  any  such  intention  fifteenth  of  May  1785  :  "  I  have  perused  tbo 

ir  idea ;'  that  is,  of  seizing  upon  other  people's  several  papers  upon  this  subject,  and  am  worrf 
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to  obserro,  that  the  committee  of  reyenuo  are  action  had  not  been  detected  ;  whereai,  on  tJbt 

totally  silent  on  the  most  material  points  there-  contrary,  the  dewan  is  himself  the  principal 

{*j,  and  sending  the  petition  to  them  has  only  mover,  and  acAe  instrument  in  that  fraud  mi 

been  so  much  time  thrown  away — I  mean,  on  robbery,  if  I  am  rightly   informed,*   to  the 

the  actual  value  of  the  lands  in  question  :  what  amount  of  42,474  rupees    in  perp^uity,  by 

the  amount  derived  from  thom  has  been  in  the  which  he  alone  was  to  bene6t ;  and  becaon, 

Ust  year,  and  what  advantages  or  disadvan-  he  has  even  dared  to  stand  forward  in  an  at- 

tages  to  government  by  the  sale  ;  and  whether,  tempt  to  obtain  our  sanction,  and  thereby  make 

in  their  opinion,  the  supposed  sale  was  com-  us  parties  to  (in  my  opinion)  a  fidse  deed  and 

pulsive,  or  not.  Bui ,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  fraudulent  transaction,  as  his  own  defence  now 

discussion  of  the  question  respecting  the  regu-  shows  the  bill  of  sale  and  all  its  collateral  pip 

larity  or  irregularity  of  the  pretended  sale  of  pers  to  be. 

Salbarry  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  the  dewan,  to  '*  If  offences  of  this  dark  tendency  and  nn^^ 

enter  into  the  particular  assertions  of  each  nitude  were  not  to  be  punished  in  a  public 

party.  manner,  the  high  example  here  aet  the  natives, 

'*  The  representations  of  the  rajah *s  agent,  employed  under  the  government  by  their  fint 

confirmed  by  the  petitions  of  his  principal,  posi-  native  officer,  would  very  soon    render  oar 

lively  assert  the  sale  to  have  been  compulsive  authority  contemptible,  and  operate  to  the  de> 

and  violent ;  and  the  dewan  as  positively  denies  struction  of  the  public  revenues.— I  wUl  not 

it,  though  the  fears  he  expresses,  *  that  their  dweH  furtber  on  the  contradictioos  in  tboit 

eommon  sHanaef  would  $et  andt  the  aet  befbn  papers  before  us  on  this  subject. 

it  toot  comptetct^  show  cleariy,  that  they  were  **  But,  I  beg  leave  to  point  out,  how  teat* 

sensible  tlie  act  was  UDJusiifiab!e,  if  they  do  cious  the  government  have  been  of  eosirag 

not  tond  to  falsify  his  denial.  implicit  (^wdience  to  their  rules  on  this  sob^ 

**  But,  it  is  clearly  established  and  admitted  ject  in  particular,  and  in  prohibiting  coodDCt 

by  the  language  and  writings  of  both  parties,  like  that  here  exhibited  against  their  pnblie 

that  there  has  been  a  most  unwarrantable  col-  officer,  and  how  sacredly  they  have  viewsd 

hision  in  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  rights  the  public  institutes  on  this  subject  vfaidk 

of  government,  contrary  to  the  most  positive  have  been  violated  and  trampled  on ;  and  it 

original  laws  of  the  constitution  of  these  pro-  will  suffice  to  show  their  public  orden  on  a 

vinces,  <  that  no  zemindarf  and  other  landholder^  similar  instance,  which  happened  aooM  tins 

fxnfing  revenue  to  government,  $haM  be  permit^  ago,  and  which  the  dewan,  from  his  official 

ted  to  aiienate  hit  landt  without  the  expree$  situation,  must  have  been  a  party  in  det«cl 

authority  of  that  government.^  ing. 

"  The  defence  set  up  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  "T  desire   the  hoard's  letter  to  the  caa> 

does  not  go  to  disavow  the  transaction  ;  for,  if  miitee  on  this  subject,  dated  the  Slst  May 

it  did,  the  deed  of  sale,  &c.  produced  by  him-  1782,  may  be  read,  and  a  copy  be  annexed  lo 

self,  and  the  petition  to  the  board  for  its  confir-  this  minute. 

roation,  would  detect  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  "  I,  therefore,  move  the  board,  that  Gunft 
openly  admits  its  existence,  and  only  strives  Govin  Sing  may  be  forthwith  required  to  sis^ 
to  show,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  one  on  the  render  the  original  deeds  produced  by  him,  M 
part  of  the  ranny  and  the  servants  of  the  rajah,  a  title  to  the  grant  of  Salbarry,  in  order  that 
Whether  voluntary  or  not,  was  equally  crimi-  they  may  be  returned  to  the  rajah*s  agtftti, 
nal  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  the  public  officer  to  be  made  null  and  void, 
of  government,  because  diametrically  opposite  "  I  further  move  the  board,  that  thedewta 
to  the  positive  and  repeated  standing  orders  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  together  with  his  naft' 
that  government  for  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  as  Prawn  Kishin  Sing,  his  son,  and  all  his  de> 
dewan,  and  native  guardian  of  the  public  riglits  pendants,  be  removed  from  their  oiocca,  aad 
intrusted  especially  to  his  care ;  because  it  ^-hs  that  the  roy  royan,  rajah  RajebuUub,  whoM 
his  duly,  not  only  not  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  nf  duty  Gunga  Govin  Sing  virtually  is  to  pe^ 
those  rules  himself,  but,  as  dewan,  and  exercis-  form,  bo  reinstated  in  the  exerciw  of  the  <fah 
ing  the  efficient  office  of  canongoe,  to  proven',  lied  oC  his  department ,  and  that  Gunga  Gorii 
detect,  expose,  and  apprize  his  employer*  of  Sing  be  ordered  to  deliver  up  all  official  par 
every  instance  attempted  to  the  contrary ;  be- 
cause it  was  his  duty  to  prevent  the  goveru-  *  Vakeel  states  Mofussil  Jumma,  of  Salbarry, 
ment  being  defrauded,  and  the  rajah,  a  child  ^''^  *»*"^  I'^Jn..  mnn«w  '  2*21 
ofnine  years  old,  robbed  of  his  hereditary  po^  Purchase  money  .  &s» 
aessions,  as  ht  would  have  been,  if  this  tnn»-  Per  annum,  loai                        4*  ^f 
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ftn  of  the  sircar  to  the  committee  of  revenue  imprisoned  him ;  and,  instead  of  putting  one 

and  the  roy  royan,  and  that  they  be  ordered  of  the  best  and  most  reputable  of  the  natives 

accordingly  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  finally  to  govern  it,  he  takes  out  of  prison  this  excom- 

•ettle  ail  accounts." — This  motion  was  over*  municated  wretch,  hated  by  God  and  man,— 

ruled,  and  no  final  proceeding  appears.  this  bankrupt,  this  man  of  evil  and  desperate 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  proceedings  character,  this  mismanager  of  the  public  re* 

of  the  court,  before  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  venue  in  an  inferiour  station :  and,  as  he  had 

thou^t  proper  to  appeal,  in  consequence  of  given  Bengal  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  he  gave 

the  power  and  protection  of  Mr.  Hastings  be-  this  province  to  rajahs  Kelleram,  and  CuUian 

ing  understood  to  exist  aAer  he  lofl  India,  and  Sing. 

authenticated  by  his  last  parting  deed.    Your  It  was  done  upon  this  principle,  that  they 

lordships  will  judge  by  that  lost  act  of  Mr.  would  increase,  and  very  mudi  better,  the  rt- 

Hastings,  what  the  re9t  of  his  whole  life  was.  venue.    These  men  seemed  to  be  as  strange 

—My  lords,  I  do  not  mean  now  to  go  further,  instruments  for  improving  a  revenue  as  ever 

than  just  to  remind  your  lordships  of  this,  were  chosen,  I  suppose,  since  the  work!  began. 

that  Mr.    Hastings's   government   was  one  Perhaps  their    merit  was  ^ving  a  bribe  of 

whole  svstem  of  oppression,  of  robbery  of  in-  ^.40,000  to  Mr.  Hastings.    How  he  disposed 

dividual,  of  destruction  of  the  public,  and  of  of  it,  I  don't  know.  He  says,  I  disposed  of  it  to 

Mpersession  of  the  whole  system  of  the  Eng-  the  public,  and  it  was  in  a  case  of  emergency. 

dsh  government,  in  order  to  vest  in  the  worst  You  will  see  in  the  course  of  this  business  the 

of  the  natives  all  the  powers,  that  could  poe-  fiibehood  of  that  pretence;  for  you  will  see, 

libly  exist  in  any  government ;  in  order  to  though  the  obligation  is  given  for  it  as  a  round 

ithmi  the  ends,  which  ail  governments  ought  aum  of  money,  that  the  payment  was  not  ao- 

ia  oommon  to  have  in  view.    Thus,  my  lords,  complished  till  a  year  aAer ;  that  therefore  it 

I  show  you,  at  one  point  of  view,  what  you  could  not  answer  any  immediate  exigence  of 

ar<e  to  expect  from  him  in  all  the  rest.     I  have,  the  company.    Did  it  answer  in  an  increase  of 

I  think,  made  out  as  clear  as  can  be  to  your  the  revenue  ? — The  very  reverse.    Those  per- 

4trdships,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  go,  sons,  who  had  given  tliis  bribe  of  £.40,000  at 

tbat  his  bribery  and  peculation  was  not  occa-  the  end  of  that  year  were  found  £.80,000  in 

•ioimI,  but  hiU)itual ;  that  it  was  not  urged  debt  to  the  company.    The  company  always 

^ipon  him  at  the  moment,  but  was  regular  and  loses,  when  Mr.  Hastings  takra  a  bribe ;  and, 

■ysteroatic.  I  have  shown  to  your  lordships  tho  when  he  proposes  an  increase  of  the  revenue, 

rration  of  such  a  system  on  the  revenues.  the  company  loses  often  double.    But  I  hope. 

My  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  pleads  one  constant  and  trust,  your  lordships  will  consider  this  idea 

to  justify  those  acts  ;  namely,  that  they  of  a  monstrous  rise  of  rent,  given  by  men  of 

luce  an  increase  of  the  public  revenue  ;  desperate  fortunes  and  characters,  to  be  ono 

%ik1  accordingly  he  never  sells  to  any  of  those  of  the  grievances  instead  of  one  of  the  advan> 

kicked  agents  any  trusts  whatever  in  the  coun-  tages  of  this  S3r8tem. 

try,  that  you  do  not  hear,  that  it  will  consi-  It  has  been  necessary  to  lay  these  fiicts  be- 

«iorably  tend  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue.—  fore  you  (and  I  have  stated  them  to  your  lord- 

Your  lordships  will  see,  when  he  sold  to  wicked  ships  far  short  of  their  reality,  partly  through 

iMen  the  province  of  Bahar  in  the  same  way,  my  infirmity,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 

is  which  Debi  Sing  had  this  province  o(  Di-  odiousness  of  the  task  of  going  through  thing;^ 

Qagepore,  that  consequences  of  a  horrid  and  that  disgrace  human  nature)  that  you  may  be 

atrocious  nature  (though  not  to  so  great  an  enabled  fully  to  enter  into  the  dreadful  cons«» 

«ztent)  followed  from  it.    I  will  just  beg  leave  quences,  which  attend  a  system  of  bribery  and 

Co  state  to  your  lordships,  that  tho  kin^m  of  corruption  in  a  govemour^general.    On  a  traa« 

Bahar  is  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal;  sient  view,  bribery  is  rather  a  subject  of  dis- 

tfaat  this  kingdom  was  governed  by  another  gust  than  horrour;  the   sordid  practice  of  a 

provincial  council ;   that  ho  turned  out    that  venal,  mean  and  abject  mind ;  and  the  effect  of 

provincial  council,  ond  sold  that  government  to  the  crime  seems  to  end  with  the  act.    It  looks 

two  wicked  men,— one  of  no  fortune  at  all,  to  be  no  more  than  the  corrupt  transfer  of  pro- 

Mtd  the  other  of  a  very  suspicious  fortune ;  perty  from  one  person  to  another ;  at  worst  a 

Qoe  a  total  bankrupt,  the  other  justly  exoom-  thefl.    But  it  will  appear  in  a  very  different 

■Maicaied  for  his  wickedness  in  his  country,  light,  when  you  regard  the  consideration,  for 

■ad  hen  in  prison  for  misdemeanours  in  a  sul^  which  the  bribe  is  given ;  namely,  that  a  go- 

fidinate  situation  of  government.  vemour-general,  claiming  on  arbitary  power  IB 

Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  cooocil,  that  himself,  for  that  consideration  delivers  op  At 
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ivoperties,  the  liberties,  and  the  Hres  of  an  and  these  wkkni  sales,  franUoat  { 
whole  people  to  the  arbitrary  discretioo  of  any  coofiscatioos,  inhuman  and  aoDtterabb  tor- 
wicked  and  rapacious  person,  who  will  be  sure  tures^  imprisooateatf,  irons,  whips,  fines,  giBflral 
to  make  good  from  their  blood  the  purchase  he  despair,  general  insurrection,  the  ■■■■arifi  of 
has  paid  for  his  power  over  them.  It  is  possible,  the  officers  of  revenue  by  the  people,  tbe  imin 
Ihal  a  man  may  pay  a  bribe  merely  to  redeem  sacreof  the  people  by  the  soldiiBry,  and  the  lota! 
himself  from  some  eril.  It  is  bad  how*- ver  to  waste  and  destruction  of  the  finest  prariaoM  ai 
live  under  a  power,  whose  violence  has  co  re-  India,  are  things  of  coune ;  and  all  a 
ftraint  except  in  its  avarice.  But  no  man  ever  sary  consequence  involved  in  the  very 
paid  a  bribe  for  a  power  to  charge  and  tax  stance  a£Mr,  Hastings's  bribery, 
others,  but  with  a  view  to  oppress  them.  No  I,  therefiire,  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  hav* 
Ban  ever  paid  a  bribe  fur  the  handling  of  the  ing  destroyed,  ibr  private  porpooes,  the  whole 
public  money,  but  to  peculate  from  it.  When  system  of  government  by  the  siz  provincial 
once  sudi  ofHces  become  thus  privately  and  cor-  oouncib,  which  he  had  no  right  to  deatroy. 
rupUy  venal,  the  very  worst  men  will  be  chosen  I  charge  him  with  having  delegated  to 
(as  Mr.  Hastings  has  in  &ct  constantly  chosen  others  that  power,  which  the  act  of 
the  very  worst,)  because  none  but  those,  who  ment  had  directed  him  to  preserve 
do  not  scruple  the  use  of  any  means,  are  capa-  My  in  himselC 

hie,  consistently  with  profit,  to  discharge  at         I  charge  him  with  having  formed  a 

once  the  riged  demands  of  a  severe  public  re-  mittee  to  be  mere  instruments  and  took,  at  th« 

venue,  and  the  private  bribes  of  a  rapacious  enormous  expense  of  £.62,000  per  annmn 
chief  magistrate.    Not  only  the  worst  men  wiU         I  charge  him  with  having  appointed  a  per* 

be  thus  chosen,  but  they  will  be  restrained  by  son  their  dewan,  to  whom  these  Englishaien 

no  dread  whatnoevcr  in  the  execution  of  their  were  to  be  subservient  tools ;  whose  name,  to 

worst  oppressions.    Their  protection  is  sure,  his  own  knowledge,  was  by  the  general  voice 

The  authority,  that  is  to  restrain,  to  controul,  of  India,  by  the  general  recorded  voice  of  the 

to  punish  them,  is  previously  engaged ;  he  has  company,  by  recoixied  official  transactiona,  by 

bu  retaining  fee  for  the  sup|iort  of  their  crimes,  every  thing,  that  can  make  a  man  known,  ab- 

Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  because  he  could  horrod,  and  detested,  stamped  with  in&my ; 

not,  arrest  oppression  in  its  course,  without  and  with  giving  him  the  whole  power,  ivriiich 

drying  up  the  source  of  his  own  corrupt  emo-  he  had  thus  separated  from  the  cooncil-geiio* 

kiment.    Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  after  the  ral,  and  from  the  provincial  councils. 
&ct,  to  punish  extortion  in  others,  because  he         I  charge  him  with  taking  bribes  of  Gnago 

eould  not,  without  risking  the  discovery  of  Govin  Sing. 

bribery  in  himself.    The  same  corruption,  the         I  charge  him  with  not  having  done  that 

same  oppression,  and  the  same  impunity,  will  bribe-service,  which  fidelity  even  in  iniquity 

reign  through  all  the  subordinate  gradations.  requires  at  the  hands  of  the  worst  of  men. 

A  fair  revenue  may  bo  collected  without  the         I  charge  him  with  having  robbed  those  peo- 

aid  of  wicked,  violent,  and  unjust  instruments,  pie  of  whom  he  took  the  bribes. 
But,  when  once  the  line  of  just  and  legal  de-         I  charge  him  with  having  fraudulently  alieo> 

mand  is  transgressed,  such  instruments  are  of  ated  the  fortunes  of  widows, 
absolute  necessity ;  and  they  comport  them-         I  charge  him  with  having,  wiihoutrtgh^  title^ 

•elves  accorJingly.   When  we  know,  that  men  or  purchase,  taken  the  lands  of  orphoni,  mad 

must  be  well  paid  (and  they  ought  to  be  well  given  them  to  wicked  persons  tmder  him. 
paid)  for  the  performance  of  honourable  duty,        I  cha^e  him  with  having  removed  dio  ■»• 

can  we  think,  that  men  will  be  found  to  com-  tural  guardians  of  a  minor  rajah,  and  widi  hsr* 

mit  wicked,  rapacious,  and  oppressive  acts  ing  given  that  trust  to  a  stranger}  Debi  Bingt 

with  fidelity  and  disinterestedness,  for  the  sole  whoso  wickedness  was  known  to  himodf  oajl 

emolument   of  dishonest  employers?    No;  allthe  world ;  and  by  whom  the  rajah,  his  fcaaflji^ 

they  must  have  their  full  share  of  the  prey,  and  dependants  were  cruelly  oppressed, 
and  the  greater  share  as  they  are  the  nearer         I  charge  him  with  having  committed  to  Ae 

and  more  necessary  instruments  of  the  gene-  management  of  Debi  Sing  three  great  pro- 

ral  extortion.    We  must  not  therefore  flatter  vinces ;  and  thereby,  with  having  wasted  the 

ourselves,  when  Mr.  Hastings  takes  £jlOfiO0  country,  ruined   the  landed  interest,  cmeBy 

in  bribes  for  Dinagepore  and  its  annexed  pro-  harassed  the  peasants,  burnt  their   hooMt, 

vinces,  that  from  the  people  nothing  more  than  seized  their  crops,  tortured  and  degraded  their 

£.40,000  is  extorted.   I  speak  within  compass,  persons,  and  destroyed  the  honour  of  *he 

four  limes  forty  must  be  levied  on  the  people ;  female  race  6f  that  country. 
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Kb  the  name  of  the  Commoos  of  Enghuid,  I    setting  lun :  we  bare  fhote,  who  by  varioua 

iharge  all  this  villany  upon  Warren  Hastinn,  civil  merits  and  various  civil  talents  have  been 

in  diifl  iasc  moment  of  my  application  to  yon.  exalted  to  a  situation,  which  they  well  deserve, 

My  lords,  what  is  it,  that  we  want  here  to  and  in  which  they  will  justify  the  &vour  of  their 

a  great  act  of  national  justice  ?   Do  we  want  sovereign,  and  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow 

a  cause,  my  lords  ?   You  have  the  cause  of  subjects ;  and  make  them  rejoice  to  see  thoso 

oppressed  princes,  of  undone  women  of  the  virtuous  characters,  that  were  the  other  day 

6rk  rank,  of  desolated  provinces,  and  of  was*  upon  a  level  with  them,  now  exalted  above 

led  kingdoms.  them  in  rank,  but  feeling  with  them  in  sym- 

Do  you  want  a  criminal,  my  lords  ?  When  pathy  what  they  felt  in  common  with  them 


there  so  much  iniquity  ever  laid  to  the  before.     We  have  persons  exalted  from  the 

cbai^  of  any  one  ? — No,  my  lords,  you  must  practice  of  the  law,  from  the  place,  in  which 

DOC  k>ok  to  punish  any  other  such  delinquent  they  administered  high,  though  subordinate, 

from  India. — Warren  Hastings  has  not  left  justice^  to  a  scat  here,  to  enlighten  with  their 

substance   enough  in  India  to  nourish  such  knowledge,  and  to  strengthen  with  their  votes 

•DOther  delinquent.  those  principles,  which  have  distinguished  the 

My  lords,  is  it  a  prosecutor  you  want?—  courts,  in  which  they  have  presided. 

Tou  have  before  you  the  Commons  of  Great  My  lords,  you  have  here  also  the  lights  of 

Britain  as  prosecutors  ;  and,  I  believe,  my  our  religion ;  you  have  the  bishops  of  Eng- 

lords,  that  the  sun,  in  his  beneficent  progress  land.    My  lords,  you  have  that  true  image  gf 

raood  the  world,  does  not  behold  a  more  glo  the  primitive  church  in  its  antient  form,  in  its 

rioas  sight  than  that  of  men,  separated  from  antient  ordinances,  purified  from  the  supersti- 

a  remote  people  by  the  material  bounds  and  tions  and  the  vices  which  a  long  succeesio* 

barriers  of  nature,  united  by  the  bond  of  a  of  ages  will  bring  upon  the  best  institutions 

locial  and  moral  community ; — all  the  Com-  You  have  the  representatives  of  that  religion, 

SMMS  of  England  resenting,  as  their  own,  the  which  says,  that  their  God  is  love,  that  tha 

inJignitios  and  cruelties,  that  are  oflfered  to  all  very  vital  spirit  of  their  institution  is  charity ; 

tiae  people  of  India.  a  religion,  which  so  much  hates  oppression 

I>o  we  want  a  tribunal  ?    My  lords,  no  ex^  that,  when  the  Gkxl,  whom  we  adore,  appcar> 

%mplo  of  antiquity,  nothing  in  the    modem  ed  in  human  form,  he  did  not  appear  in  a  form 

^norid,  nothing  in  the  range  of  human  imagina-  of  greatness  and   majesty,  but  in  sympathy 

can  supply  us  with  a  tribunal  like  this,  with  the  lowest  of  the  people, — and  thereby 


Ktfy  kirds,  here  we  see  virtually  in  the  mind's     made  it  a  firm  and  ruling  principle,  that  theii 
^o  that  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown,  under     welfare  was   the  object  of  all   fovemment ; 


authority  you  sit,  and  whose  power  you  since  the  person,  who  was  the  Master  of  Na- 

^xercise.  We  see  in  that  invisible  authority,  ture,  chose  to  appear  hinv«<»lf  in  a  subordinate 

"^sfaat  we  all  feel  in  reality  and  life,  the  bene>  situation.  These  are  the  considerations,  which 

tfceot   powers    and  protecting  justice  of  his  influence  them,  which  animate  them,  and  will 

'■sajesty.     We  have  here  the  heir  apparent  animate  them,  against  alt  oppression  ;  know- 

lo  the  crown,  such  as  the  fond  wishes  of  the  ing,  that  He,  who  b  called  first  among  them, 

people  of  England  wish  an  heir  apparent  of  and  first  among  us  all,  both  of  the  flock,  that 

Ihe  crown  to  be.     We   have  here  all  the  is  fed,  and  of  those,  who  feed  it,  made  Hin>- 

branehet  of  the  royal  family  in  a  situation  self  *'  the  servant  of  all." 

'between  majesty  and  subjection,  between  the  My  lords,  these  are  the  securities,  which 

•overeigB  and  the  subject, — oflering  a  fledge  we  have  in  all  the  constituent  parts  of  the  body 

10  thtd  tituation  for  the  support  of  the  rights  of  of  this  house.    We  know  them,  we  reckon,  we 

tiiecrosvn,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  boAi  rest  upon  them,  and  commit  safely  the  into- 

extremities  they  touch.    My  lords,  we  rests  of  [ndia  and  of  humanity  into  your  hands. 

a  great  hereditary  peerage  here;  those.  Therefore,  it  it  with  confidence,  that,  ordered 

have  their  own  honour,  the  honour  of  their  by  the  Commons, 

I,  and  of  their  posterity,  to  guard;  and  I  impeach  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of 

who  will  justify,  as  they  have  dways  justified,  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 

that  provision  in  the  constitution,  by  which  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 

Jvtice  is  made  an  hereditary  oflice.    My  lords,  mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 

we  have  here  a  new  nobility,  who  have  risen,  wliose  parliamentary  tnist  he  has  betrayed, 

and  exalted  themselves  by  various  merits,  by  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com* 

great  military  services,  which  have  extended  mons  of  Great  Britain,  whoee  national  tth^ 

dM  fame  of  this  country  from  the  rising  to  the  racter  he  baa  dishonoured. 
Vol.  hi.— «5 


S88  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

I  UBpeftcfa  bim  in  the  name  of  the  people  of     with  the  otmoet  eolemnitj  in  another  piaoe  a 
India,  whose  laws,  ri^ts,  and  liberties  he  has     great  national  thankaginnf  for  baring  icstoiej 
subrerted  ;  whose  properties  be  has  destjojred,     the  sovereign  to  his  parliament,  and  the  par 
whose  country  he  has  laid  waste  and  desolate,     liament  to  its  sovereign. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue,  But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  only  in  the  hoose  of 
of  those  eternal  Uws  of  justice,  which  he  has  prayer,  that  we  offer  to  the  First  Cause  the  ac- 
violated.  oeptable  homage  of  our  rational  n&Uire — ny 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  homan  nature  lords,  in  this  house,  at  this  bar,  in  this  place,  in 
itself,  which  he  has  cruelly  outraged,  injured,  every  place  where  His  commands  are  obeynd, 
and  oppressed  in  both  sexes,  in  every  age,  His  worrfiip  is  performed.  And,  my  lords,  I 
rank,  situation,  and  condition  of  life.  must  boldly  say,  (and  I  think  I  shill  hardly  be 

contradicted  by  your  lordships,  or  by  any  per- 

*^*  Arm  Mr.  Buike  had  concluded  these  *oom  versed  in  the  law,  which  guides  us  all,) 
opening  speeches,  the  first  article  of  the  im-  that  the  highest  act  of  religion,  and  the  highest 
peachment  was  brought  forward  on  the  22d  of  homage,  which  we  can  and  ought  to  pajr,  is  an 
February  1788,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  st^ported     imitation  of  the  divine  perfections  as  &r  as 

by  Mr.  Grey  on  the  25th.    AAer  the  evidence  mch  a  nature  can  imitate  such  perfectiaiw ; 

upon  this  article  had  been  adduced,  it  was  uxi  that  by  this  means  alone  we  can  make  our 

summed  up  and  enforced  by  Mr.  Anstruther  hoaaage  acceptable  to  him. 
on  the  11th  day  of  April  following.  My  lords,  in  His  temple  we  shall  not  fer- 

The  next  article  with  which  the  commons  g^»  that  His  most  distinguisbed  attribute  is 
proceeded,  was  brought  forward  on  the  16th  of     justice,  and  that  the  first  link  in  the  chain,  by 

April  1788,  by  Mr.  Adam,  and  supported  by  which  we  are  held  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 

Mr.  Pelham  ;  and  the  evidence,  in  part  upon  ^i  is  justice ;  and  that  it  is  in  this  solemn 

the  second  article  of  charge,  was  sunamed  up  temple  of  representative  justice  we  may  best 

and  enforced  on  the  Sd  of  June,  by  Mr.  She-  gi^  him  praise,  because  we  can  here  best 

ridan.  imitate  his  divine  attributes.     If  ever  there 

On  the  Slst  of  April  1789,  Mr.  Burke  open-  was  a  cause,  in  which  justice  and  mercy  are 

ed  the  sixth  charge,  bribery  and  corruption,  in  oot  only  combined  and  reconciled,  but  incor* 

the  following  speech,  whicli  was  continued  on  porated,  it  is  in  ^is  cause  of  suffering  nations, 

the  Slst  of  April,  and  on  the  5lh  and  7th  May,  which  we  now  bring  before  your  lord^ips,  this 

b  the  same  session.  second  session  of  parliament,  unwearied  and 

imfatigued  in  our  persevering  pnrsuit ;  and  we 

TR  I A  L. — T  U  E  S  D  A  Y,  feel  it  to  be  a  necessary  preluninary,  a  neces- 

Slst  April  1789.  "^  ^"^^  ^  necessary  attendant  and  concomi- 
tant of  every  public  thanksgiving,  that   we 

(Mr.  Burks.)  should  express  our  gratitude  by  our  virtues, 

and  not  merely  with  our  mouths ;  and  that, 

Mr  Lords, — ^An  event,  which  had  spread,  when  we  are  giving  thanks  for  acts  of  mercy, 

for  a  considerable  time,  an  universal  grief  and  we  should  render  ourselves  worthy  of  them 

consternation  through  this  kingdom,  and  which,  by  doing  acts  of  mercy  ourselves.    My  lords, 

in  its  issue,  diffused  as  universal  and  tran-  these    considerations,  independent  of  those, 

scendent  a  joy,  has  in  the  circumstances  both  which  were  our  first  movers  in  this  busineat, 

of  our  depression  and  of  our  exaltation  pro-  strongly  urge  us  at  present  to  pursue  with  all 

duced  a  considerable  delay,  if  not  a  total  bus-  zeal  and  perseverance  the  ^reat  cause,  we  have 

pension  of  the  most  important  functions  of  go-  now  in  hand.    And  we  feel  this  to  be  the  more 

vemment.  necessary,  because  we  cannot  bat  be  sensible^ 

My  lords,  we  now  resume  our  office  ;  and  that  light,  unstable,  variable,  capricious,  in- 

we  resume  it  with  new  and  redoubled  alacrity,  constant,  fastidious  minds  soon  lire  in  any 

and,  we  trust,  under  not  less  propitious  omens  pursuit,  that  re<]uires  strength,  steadiness,  and 

than  when  we  left  it,  in  this  house,  at  the  end  perseverance.  Such  persons,  who  we  trust  are 

of  tlie  preceding  session.    We  come  to  this  but  few,  and  who  certainly  do  not  resemble 

duly  with  a  greater  degree  of  earnestness  and  your  lordships,  nor  us,  begin  already  to  say, 

leal,  because  we  are  urged  to  it  by  many  and  How  kmg  is  this  business  to  continue  ?  Ooi 

very  peculiar  circumstances.    This  day  we  answer  is, — It  is  to  continue  till  its  ends  are 

come  from  an  house,  where  the  last  steps  were  obtained. 

taken,  and,  I  suf^pose,  something  has  happened        We  know,  that  by  a  mysterious  dispensa- 

ranilar  in  this,  to  prepare  our  way  to  attend  tion  of  Providence  injury  is  quick  and  rapid 
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%ad  juiHca  s'.ow :  and  we  may  say,  that  those,  £50,000  hath  been  laid  out  by  Mi^  Hastings 
who  have  not  patience  and  vigour  of  mbd  to  in  this  business.    We,  who  have  ■ome  ezpc- 
attend  the  tardy  pace  of  justice,  counteract  the  rience  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  this  nature, 
order  of  ProTidence,  and  are  resolved  not  to  be  we,  who  profess  to  proceed  with  regard  not  to 
jMt  at  all.    We,  therefore,  instead  of  bending  the  ceconomy  so  much  as  to  the  rigour  of  this 
Ibe  order  of  nature  to  the  laxity  of  our  charac-  prosecution,  (and  we  are  justified  by  our  coun- 
lers  and  tempera,  must  rather  confirm  ourselves  iiy  in  so  doing)  upon  a  collation  and  compari- 
by  a  manly  fortitude  and  virtuous  perseverance  son  of  the  public  expenses  with  those,  which 
to  continue  within  those  forms,  and  to  wrestle  the  defendant  is  supposed  to  have  incurred, 
with  injustice,  until  we  have  shown,  that  those  are  much  surprised  to  hear  it ;  we  suppose, 
rutues,which  sometimes  wickedness  debauches  that  his  solicitors  can  give  a  good  account  to 
into  its  cause,  such  as  vigour,  energy,  activity,  him  of  those  expenses,  that  the  thing  is  true, 
iortitude  of  spirit,  are  called  back  and  brought,  and  that  he  has  actually,  through  them,  incur- 
to  their  true  and  natural  service ;  nnd  that  in  red  this  expense.     We  have  nothing  to  do 
the  purmiit  of  wickedness,  in  the  following  it  with  this :  but  we  shall  remove  any  degree  of 
through  all  the  winding  recesses  and  mazes  of  uneasiness  from  your  lordships'  minds,  and 
its  artifices,  we  shall  show  as  much  vigour,  as  from  our  own,  when  we  show  you   in  the 
much  constancy,  as  much  diligence,  energy,  charge,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you  this 
and  perseverance,  as  any  others  can  do  in  en-  day,  that  one  bribe  only  received  by  Mr.  Has> 
deavouring  to  elude  the  laws,  and  triumph  over  tings,  the  smallest  of  his  bribes,  or  nearly  the 
the  justice  of  their  country.    My  lords,  we  smallest,  the  bribe  received  from  rajah  Nob- 
bave  thought  it  the  more  necessary  to  say  this,  kiason,  is  alone  more  than  e^uaJ  to  have  paid 
because  it  has  been  given  out,  that  we  might  all  the  charges  Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  to  have 
bint  in  this  business :  No,  we  follow,  and  incurred  :  and,  if  this  be  the  case,  your  lord- 
host  we  shall  always  follow  that  great  emblem  ships  will  not  be  made  very  uneasy  in  a  case 
ofaiitiquiiy,  in  which  the  person,  who  held  out  of  bribery  by  finding,  that  you  press  upon  the 
lo  the  end  of  a  long  line  of  labours,  found  the  sources  of  peculation. 

reward  of  all  the  eleven  in  the  twelfth.    Our  It  has  also  been  said,  that  we  weary  out  the 

labour,  therefore,  will  be  our  reward ;  and  we  public  patience  in  this  cause.    Tho  House  of 

wriU  go  on,  we  will  pursue  with  vigour  and  Ccnnmuns  do  not  call  upon  your  lordships  to  do 

diligence,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  Com-  any  thing,  of  which  they  do  not  set  the  exam- 

WBons  of  Great  Britain,  every  mode  of  corrup-  pie.    They  have  very  lately  sat  m  the  CoU 

li«n,  till  we  have  thoroughly  eradicated  it.  Chester  committee  as  many,  within  one  or  two, 

I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  too  upon  days  successively,  as  have  been  spent  in  this 

VDOlher  circumstance,  of  which  there  is  some  trial  interruptedly  in  the  course  of  two  years, 

complaint,  as  if  some  injustice  had  arisen  from  Every  cause  deserves,  that  it  should  be  tried 

voluntary  delay  on  our  part.  according  to  ifft  nature  and  circumstances ;  and 

I  have  already  alluded  to,  first,  the  melan-  in  the  case  uf  the  Colchester  committee,  in 

dioly,  then,  the  joyful  occasion  of  this  delay  ;  the  trial  of  paltry  briberies  of  odd  potmds,  shil 

and  I  shall  now  m^ke  one  remark  on  another  lings,  and  pence,  in  the  corruption  of  a  retuni- 

part  of  the  complaint,  which  I  understand  was  ing  officer,  who  is  but  a  mi1ler>  they  spent 

femally  made  to  your  lordships,  soon  after  we  nearly  the  same  number  of  days,  that  we  have 

had  announced  our  resolution  to  proceed  in  been  inquiring  into  the  ruin  of  kingdoms  by  the 

this  great  cause  of  suffering  nations  before  peculation  and  bribery  of  the  chief  govemour 

you.    It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  length  of  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa. 

the  pvrsrit  had  already  very  much  distressed  Therefore,  God  forbid,  that  we  should  faint  at 

the  person,  who  is  the  object  of  it;  that  it  thrice  thirty  days,  if  the  proceedings  should  be 

Waned  opon  a  fortune  unequal  to  support  it ;  drawn  into  such  a  length,  when  for  a  smaU 

and  tfattt  £50,000  had  been  already  spent  in  crime  as  much  time  has  been  spent,  as  has 

the  preliminary  preparations  for  the  defence.  yet  been  spent  in  this  great  cause. 

My  lords,  I  do  admit,  that  all  true  genuine  Having  now  cleared  the  way  with  regard  to 

and  unadulterated  justice  considers,  with  a  cer-  the  local  and  temporary  circumstances  of  this 

tain  d^ree  of  tenderness,  the  person,  whom  it  case ;  having  shown  your  lordships,  that  too 

is  called  to  punish,  and  never  oppresses  those  much  time  has  not  been  spent  lb  it ;  having 

by  the  process,  who  ought  not  to  be  oppressed  no  reason  to  think  from  the  time,  which  has 

bat  by  the  sentence  of  the  court,  before  which  hitherto  been  spent,  that  time  will  be  unneces- 

diey  are  brought.    The  Commons  have  heard,  sarily  spent  in  future,  I  trust  your  lordships 

indeed,  with  some  degree  of  astonishment,  that  will  think,  that  time  ought  neither  to  be  spared 
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nor  fquandcred  in  .his  business ;  we  will  there-  dearly,  that  after  Mr.  Hastings  has  ransacked 
fore  proceed  article  by  article,  as  far  aa  the  Bengal  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  has  oaed 
discretion  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  all  the  power,  which  he  derires  from  having 
think  fit  for  the  justice  of  the  case  to  limit  every  friend  and  every  dependant  of  his  in  ereiy 
the  inquiry,  or  to  extend  it.  office  from  one  end  of  that  government  to  the 
We  are  now  going  to  bring  before  your  other,  he  has  not  in  all  those  panegyrics, 
lordships  the  sixth  article.  It  is  an  article  of  those  fine  high-flown  eastern  enc<Hniiuns,  got 
charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  against  Mr.  one  word  of  refutation,  or  ooo  word  of  evi> 
Hastings ;  but  yet  we  must  confess,  that  we  feel  dence  against  any  charge  whatever,  which  we 
some  little  diflSculty  in  Umine,  We  here  ap-  produce  against  him.  Every  one  knows,  that 
pear  in  the  name  and  character  not  only  of  in  the  course  of  criminal  trials,  when  no  evi 
representatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri-  dence  of  abbi  can  be  brought,  when  all  the  aiti 
lain,  but  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  of  the  Old  Bailey  are  exhausted,  the  last  thing 
Bengal :  and  yet  we  have  had  lately  come  into  produced  is  evidence  to  character.  His  came 
our  hands  such  ample  certificates,  such  full  tea-  therefore  is  gone,  when  having  ransadied  BeD> 
timonials,  from  every  person,  in  whose  cause  gal  he  has  nothing  to  say  for  his  conduct,  and 
we  complain,  that  we  shall  appear  to  be  in  the  at  length  appeals  to  his  character.  In  those 
strangest  situation  in  the  world, — the  situation  little  papers,  which  are  given  us  oT  our  pr> 
of  persons  complaining,  who  are  disavowed  by  ceedings  in  our  criminal  courts,  it  b  always 
the  persons,  in  whose  name  and  character  they  an  omen  of  what  is  to  follow :  afler  the  en- 
complain.  This  would  have  been  a  very  great  dence  of  a  murder,  a  forgery,  or  robbery,  it 
difficuUy  in  the  beginning,  especially  as  it  is  ends  in  his  character. — He  has  an  admirable 
come  before  us  in  a  flood-tide  of  panegyric,  character — I  have  known  him  from  a  boy ;  he 
No  encomium  can  be  more  exalted,  or  more  is  wonderfully  good  ;  he  is  the  best  of  men  ;*I 
beautifully  expressed.  No  language  can  more  would  trust  him  with  untold  gold  ;  and  inmie- 
::trongly  paint  the  perfect  satisfaction,  the  en*  diately  follows,  guilty,  death.  This  is  the  way 
lire  acquiescence  of  all  the  nations  of  Bengal,  in  which  our  courts*  character  is  generally  Ibi* 
ciud  their  wonderful  admiration  of  the  charac-  lowed  by  sentence.  The  practice  is  not  mo 
tcr  of  tho  person,  whom  we  have  brought  as  dcm.  Undoubtely  Mr.  Hastings  has  the  ex* 
a  crimmal  to  your  bar  upon  their  part.  I  do  ample  of  criminals  of  high  antiquity  ;  fur  CaiM 
admit,  tliat  it  is  a  very  awkward  circumstance ;  Verres,  Antonius,  and  every  other  man,  who 
but  yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  candour,  has  been  famous  for  the  pillage  and  destroo* 
which  has  induced  tho  House  of  Commons  to  tion  of  provinces,  never  failed  to  bring  befiice 
bring  before  you  the  bosom  friends  and  con-  their  judges  the  attestations  of  the  injured  to 
fiJants  of  Mr.  Hastings  as  their  evidence,  will  their  character.  Voltaire  says,  **  Lesbcxis  moll 
not  suffer  them  to  suppress  or  wiilihold  for  a  sont  toujours  redits.**  A  similar  occasion  hai 
moment  from  your  lordships  this  universal  here  produced  a  similar  conducL  He  has  got 
voice  of  Bengal,  as  an  attestation  in  Mr.,  just  the  same  character,  as  Caius  Verres  got 
}Iastings*s  favour,  and  we  shall  produce  it  as  in  another  cause ;  and  tho  laudathnetf  whidi 
I  part  of  our  evidence.  Oh !  my  lords,  con-  your  lordships  know  always  iollowed,  to  save 
sider  the  situation  of  a  people,  who  are  forced  trouble,  we  mean  ourselves  to  give  your  lord- 
to  mix  their  praises  with  their  groans,  who  are  ships ;  we  mean  to  give  them  with  this  strong 
forced  to  sign  with  hands,  which  have  been  in  presumption  of  guilt,  that,  in  all  this  pane- 
torture,  and  witli  tho  thumb-screws  but  just  gyric,  there  is  not  one  word  of  defence  too 
taken  from  them,  an  attestation  in  favour  of  single  article  of  charge ;  they  are  mere  lip-ho- 
the  person,  from  whom  ail  their  sufierings  nours ;  but  we  think  we  derive  from  thoee pane- 
have  been  derived.  When  we  prove  to  you  gyrics,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  sent  Offir 
the  things,  that  we  shall  prove,  this  will,  I  as  evidence  to  stipply  the  total  want  of  it,  n 
iiopo,  give  your  lordships  a  full,  conclusive,  indication  of  the  impoesibility  of  attaining  it. 
and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  misery,  to  which  .  Mr.  Hastings  has  brought  them  here,  and  I 
these  people  have  been  reduced.  You  will  see  must  say  we  are  tmdcr  some  diflScuI^  aboot 
before  you,  what  is  so  well  expressed  by  one  them,  and  the  difficulty  is  this— we  thiidt  we 
of  our  poets  as  the  homage  of  tyrants,  "  that  can  produce  before  your  lordships  proofs  of  boi*-  * 
homage  with  the  mouth,  which  the  heart  would  barity  and  peculation  by  Mr.  Hastings  :  we 
fain  deny,  but  dares  not."  Mr.  Hastings  has  have  the  prcofi  of  them  in  specific  provinoas, 
received  tliat  homage,  and  that  homage  we  mean  where  those  proofs  maybe  met  by  cootraiy 
to  present  to  your  lordships ;  we  mean  to  pre-  proofs,  or  may  lose  their  weight  from  a  variety 
went  it,  because  it  will  show  your  lordships  of  circumstancei.    We  thought  we  had  got 
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Jkt  matter  sure,  that  erery  thing  was  settled,  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  covetousness, 

dhil  he  could  not  escape  us  after  he  had  him-  or  avarice.    During  the  time  of  his  adminis- 

iti*  confessed  the  bribes  he  had  taken  from  the  tration  no  one  saw  other  conduct  than  that  of 

ipeeific  provinces.    But  in  what  condition  are  protection  to  the  husbandman,  and  justice.  No 

we  DOW  ?   We  hare  from  those  specific  pro-  inhabitant  ever  experienced  aiHictions ;  no  one 

▼incea  the  strongest  attestations,  that  there  erer  felt  oppression  from  him  ;  our  reputations 

ii  not  any  credit  to  be  paid  to  his  own  ao-  have  always  been  guarded  from  cittacks  by  his 

knowiedgments.    In  short,  we  have  the  com-  prudence,  and  our  families  have  always  been 

plaints,  concerning  these  crimes  of  Mr.  Has-  protected  by  his  justice.    He  never  omitted 

tinp,  of  the  injured  persons  themselves  :  we  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us, 

have  his  own  confessions :  we  shall  produce  but  healed  the  wounds  of  despair  with  the  salve 

both  to   your  lordships.    But   these  persons  of  consolation,  by  means  of  his  benevolent  and 

■ow  declare,  that  not  only  their  own   com-  kind  behaviour,  never  permitting  one  of  us  to 

plaints  are  totally  unfounded,  but   that  Mr.  sink  in  the  pit  of  despondence;  he  supported 

Hastings's  confessions  are  not  true,  and  not  to  every  one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs 

be  credited.  These  are  circumstances,  which  of  evil-mind»d  men  by  his  authority,  tied  the 

your  lordships  will  consider  in  the  view  you  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong  bandage 

take  of  this  wonderful  body  of  attestation.  of  justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  in  these  ad-  pleasing  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over 

Jretses  the  different  character  and  modes  of  us.   He  re-established  justice  and  impartiality, 

•loqnence  of  different  countries.     In  those.  We  were,  durmg  his  government,  in  the  en- 

diat  will  be  brought  before  your  lordships,  3rou  joyment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and 

will  aee  the  beauty  of  chaste  European  pane-  many  of  us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.     Aa 

gjrric  improved  by  degrees  into  high,  oriental,  Mr.  Hastings  was  well  acquainted  with  our 

■lacerated,  and  inflated  metaphor.    You  will  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always  desir- 

tM,  how  the  language  is  first  written  in  Eng-  ous,  in  every  respect,  of  doing  whatever  would 

Brii,  then  traaslated   into  Persian,  and  then  preserve  our  religious  riles,  and  guard  them 

re-translateJ   into  English.     There  maybe  against  every  kind  of  accident  and  injury,  and 

ioaiethin^  amusing  to  your  lordships  in  this,  at  all  times  protected  us.    Whatever  we  have 

and  the  beauty  of  these  styles  may,  in  this  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  happened 

heavy  investigation,  tend  to  give  a  little  gaiety  from  him,  wo  have  written  without  deceit  or 

and  pleasure.    We  shall  bring  before  you  the  exaggeration." 

Boropean   and   Asiatic   incense.    You   will  My  lords,  here  is  a  panegyric ;  and,  di- 

kave  the  perfume  shops  of  the  two  countries,  rectly  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  other  ac- 

One  of  the  accimitions,  which  we  mean  to  cusers,  we  begin  by  producing  the  panegyrics, 

faring  agaimt  Mr.  Hastings,  is  upon  the  part  made  upon  the  person,  whom  we  accuse.    We 

of  the  zemindar  Radahaut,  of  the  country  of  shall  produce  along  with  the  charge,  and  give 

Diaagepore.  Now  hear  what  the  zemindar  saya  as  evidence  the  panegyric  and  certificate  of 

hinself— *'  As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  the  persons,  whom  we  suppose  to  have  suffered 

■ntaoddies,  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  these  wrongs.     We  suffer  ourselves  even  to 

laraindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  are  abandon,  what  might  be  our  last  resource,  his 

ii^>leased  with  the  late  govemour,  Warren  own  confession,  by  showing,  that  one  of  the 

Hastings,  Esquire,  upon  the  suspicion,  that  be  princes,    from  whom  he   confesses,  that  he 

tppreaaed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  took  bribes,  has  given  a  certificate  of  the  di- 

•ad  force,  and  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  rect  contrary. 

opon   the  strength  of  our  religion,  which  we  All  these  things  will  have  their  weight  upon 

!hiak  it  incumbent  on  and  necessary  (or  us  to  your  lordships'  minds ;  and  when  we  have  put 

abide  1^,  following  the  rules  laid  down  in  giv-  ourselves  under  this  disadvantage  (what  dis- 

iag  evidence,  declare  the  particulars  of  the  acta  advantage  it  is,  your  lordships  will  judge,)  at 

and  deeds  of  Warren  Haatiags,  Esquire,  full  least  we  shall  stand  acquitted  of  un&imess  in 

of  circunwpection  and  caution,  civility  and  charging  him  with  crimes,  directly  contrary 

ioMiee,  superiour  to  the  conduct  of  the  most  to  the  panegyrics    in  this  paper  contained. 

isamed ;  and  by  representing  what   is  fact,  Indeed,  I  wilt  say  thu  for  him,  that  general 

iripe  away  the  doubts,  that  have  possessed  the  charge  and  loose  accusation  may  be  answered 

Minds  of  the  ministers  of  England :  that  Mr.  by  loose  and  general  panegyric,  and  that,  if 

Hifingt  is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confi-  ours  were  of  that  nature,  this  panegyric  wouU 

daooe,  and  yielding  protection  to  us  ;  that  be  be  sufficient  to  overset  our  accusation.    But 

It  clear  of  the  contamination  of  mistrust  and  we  come  before  your  lordshipa  in  a  difftrenf 
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manner,  an<l  upon  dtflerent  grooDds.    I  am  The  first,  then,  oT  these  ofencet,  widi  wfaick 

ordered  by  the  Gomroon  of  Great  Britain  to  Mr.  HaatingMlasds  charged  here,  is  receiWnf 

■upport  the  charge,  that  they  have  made,  and  bribea  himeelf,  or  through  his  banyans ;  erery 

persevere    in  mailing,  against  Warren  Has-  one  of  these  are  orert  acts  of  ihm  ganeral 

tings,  Esquire,  late  goremour-general  of  Ben-  charge  of  bribery,  and  they  are  every  one  off 

gai,  and  now  a  culprit  at  your  bar :  first,  for  them,  separately  taken,  sabstantire  crimes, 

having  taken  corruptly  aeycn\  bribes,  and  ex-  But  whatever  the  criminal  nature  of  these  ads 

torted  by  force,  or  under  the  power  and  colour  was — and  the  nature  was  very  criminal,  and 

of  his  office,  several  sums  of  money  from  the  the  consequences  to  the  country  very  dreadM, 

unhappy  natives  of  BengaL  — ^yet  we  mean  to  prove  to  your  lorcbhips,  that 

The  next  article,  which  we  shall  bring  be-  they  were  not  single  acts,  that  they  were  boC 

fore  you,  is,  that  he  is  not  only  personally  cor-  acts  committed,  as  opportunity  offered,  or  as 

rupted,  but  that  he  has  personally  corrupted  all  necessity  tempted,  or  urged  upon  the  occa- 

the  other  servants  of  the  company ;  those  un-  sion ;  but,  that  ihey  are  parts  of  a  general  sjr*- 

der  him,  whose  corruptions  he  ought  to  have  temalic  plan  of  corruption,  for  advancing  his 

controullcd,  and  those  above  him,  whose  busi-  fortune  at  the  expense  of  his  integrity ;  that  bs 

ness  it  was  to  controul  his  corruptions.  has,  for  that  purpose,  not  only  taken  the  op> 

We  purpose  to  make  good  to  your  lord-  portunity  of  his  own  power,  but  made  whds 

ships  the  nrst  of  these  by  submitting  to  yoo,  establishments,  akered  and  perverted  others, 

that  part  of  those  sums,  which  are  specified  and  created  complete  revolutions  in  the  oouih 

in  the  charge,  were  taken  by  him  with  his  try's  government  for  the  purpose  of  makiag 

own  hand,  and  in  his  own  person ;  but  that  the  power,  which  ought  to  be  subservient  to 

much  the  greater  part  have  been  taken  from  legu  government,  subservient  to  comiptifla  ; 

the  natives  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  black  that,  when  he  coukl  no  longer  cover  these  fiai^ 

agents,  banyans,  and  other  dependants ;  whose  dulent  proceedings  by  artifice,  he  eod^voured 

confidential  connection  with  him,  and  whose  to  justify  them  by  principle.    These  artifices 

agency,  on  his  part,  in  corrupt  transactions,  if  we  mean  to  detect ;  these  principles  we  msu 

his  counsel  should  be  bold  enough  to  challenge  to  attack,  and,  with  your  lordships'  aid,  to  d^ 

us  to  the  proof,  wc  shall  fully  prove  before  you.  molish,  destroy,  and  subvert  for  ever. 

The  next  part,  and  the  second  branch  of  My  lords,  I  must  say,  that  in  this  hMiuw% 

his  corruption,  namely,  what  is  commonly  call-  which  is  a  matter  of  collusion,  coacealment, 

ed  his  active  corruption,  distinguishing  the  and  deceit,  your  lordships  will,  perhaps,  pot 

personal  under  the  name  of  passive,  will  ap-  feel  the   same  degree  of  interest  as  in  ths 

pear  from  his  having  given,  under  colour  of  others.    Hitherto,  you  have  had  before  you 

contracts,  a  number  of  corrupt  and  lucrative  crimes  of  dignity.    You  have  had  before  yon 

advantages,  from  a  niunber  of  unauthorized  the  ruin  and  expulsion  of  great  and  iOustriaai 

and  unreasonable  grants,  pensions,  and  allow-  families ;  the  breach  of^emn  public  treaties ; 

ances,  by  which  he  corrupted  actively  the  the  merciless  pillage  and  total  subversion  of 

whole  service  of  the  company.     And,  lastly,  the  first  houses  in  Asia:  but  the  crimes,  whidi 

we  shall  show,  that  by  establishing  a  universal  are  the  most  striking  to  the  imagiDation,  are  not 

connivance  from  one  end  of  the  service  to  the  always  the  most  pernicious  in  their  effects :  m 

other,  ho  has  not  only  corrupted  and  contami-  these  high  eminent  acts  of  domineering  tyranny 

Dated  it  in  all  its  parts,  but  bound  it  in  a  com-  their  very  magnitude  proves  a  sort  of  corra&> 

mon  league  of  iniquity  to  support  mutually  each  tive   to  their  virulence.     The  occasions,  oo 

other  against  the  inquiry,  that  should  detect,  which  they  can  be  exercised,  are  rare ;  the 

and  the  justice,  that  should  punish,  their  offen-  persons,  upon  whom  they  can  be  exercised, 

ces.    These  two  charges,  namely,  of  his  ac-  few ;  the  persons,  who  can  exercise  them,  m 

tive,  and  passive  corruption,  we  shall  bring  one  the  nature  of  things,  are  not  many.    Tlisos 

after  the  other,  as  strongly  and  clearly  illus-  high   tragic   acts   of  superiour   overbearing 

trating,  and  as  powerfully  confirming,  each  tyranny  are  privileged  crimes;  they  are  ths 

other.  unhappy  dreadful   prerogative,  they  are  ths 

The  first,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you,  distinguished  and  incommunicable  attribotoi, 

is  his  own  passive  corruption,  so  we  commonly  of  superiour  wickedness  in  eminent  station, 

call  iL    Bribes  are  so  little  known  in  this  But,  my  lords,  when  the  vices  of  Vm,  sor* 

country,  that  we  can  hardly  get  clear  and  did,  and  illiberal  minds  infect  that  hidb  si 

specific  technical  names  to  distinguish  them  ;  tuation,  when   theA,  bribery,  and  pecs&tion, 

out,  in  future,  I  am  afraid,  the  conduct  of  attended  with  fimud,  prevarication,  fiJsebood, 

Mr.  Hastings  will  improve  our  law  vocabulary,  misrepresentation,  and  forgery ;  when  all 
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Mow  tb  {ii0  iT&ia    «J^QO  dujw  ^o»fl,  wLIt^  k>  your  lordships,  in  order  to  bring  it  fuHy  and 

gaoder  tu^  k.Miwn  Aj   uirt,  and  ere  nur^  diitinctly  before  you,  what  (he  nature  of  this 

•d  in  dunghilla,  conw  and  pollute  with  their  distemper  of  bribery  is  in  the  Indian  govem- 

ilime  that  throne,  which  ought  to  be  a  seat  of  mont.    We  are  to  state,  what  the  laws  and 

dignity  and  purity,  the  evil  is  much  greater  *  rules  are,  which  have  been  opposed  to  prevent 

it  may  operate  daily  and  hourly ;  it  is  not  only  it,  and  the  utter  insufficiency  of  all,  that  have 

imitable  but  improvable,  and  it  will  be  imitat-  been  proposed :  to  state  the  grievance,  the 

ed,  and  will  be  improved,  from  the  highest  instructions  of  the  company,  and  government, 

to  the  lowest,  through  all  the  gradations  of  a  the  acta  of  parliament,  the  constructions  upon 

corrupt  government.    They  are  reptile  vices,  the  acts  of  fMurl  lament.    We  are  to  state  to 

There  are  situations,  in  which  the  acts  of  the  your  lordships  the  particular  situation  of  Mr. 

individual  are  of  some  moment,  the  example  Hastings.    We  are  to  state  the  (rust  the  com- 

tomparatively  of  little  importance.     In   the  pany  had  in  him  for  the  prevention  of  all  those 

other,  the  mischief  of  the  example  is  infinite,  evils ;  and  then  we  are  to  prove,  that  every 

My  lords,  when  once  a  govemour-general  evil,  that  all  those  grievances,  which  the  law 
receives  bribes,  he  gives  a  signal  to  universal  intended  to  prevent,  which  there  were  cove- 
pillage  to  all  the  inferiour  parts  of  the  ser-  nants  to  restrain,  and  with  respect  to  which 
▼ice.^The  bridles  upon  hard-mouthed  passion  there  were  encouragements  to  smooth  and 
•re  removed,  they  are  taken  away,  they  are  make  easy  the  path  of  duty,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
broken ;  fear  and  shame,  the  great  guanis  to  invested  with  a  special,  direct  and  immediate 
virtue  next  to  conscience,  are  gone  ; — shame!  tnut,  to  prevent. — We  are  to  prove  to  your 
how  can  it  exist  ? — it  will  soon  blush  away  its  lordships,  that  he  is  the  man,  who,  in  his  own 
awkward  sensibility ;  shame,  my  lords,  cannot  person  collectively,  has  done  more  mischief 
exist  long  when  it  is  seen,  that  crimes,  which  than  all  those  persons,  whose  evil  practices 
ttaturally  bring  disgrace,  are  attended  with  all  have  prxiuced  all  tliose  laws,  those  regula- 
tie  outward  symbols,  characteristics,  and  re-  tions,  &*ul  even  his  own  appointment, 
wards  of  honour  and  of  virtue ;  when  it  is  seen,  The  t'.rrt  ihinfT.  tSat  we  ^all  do,  is  to  state, 
duU  high  station,  great  rank,  general  applause,  and  which  we  ^hall  prove  in  evidence,  that  this 
vast  wealth,  follow  tho  conmiission  of  pecula-  vice  of  bribery  was  the  antient,  radical  ende- 
laoo  and  bribery ;  is  it  to  be  believed,  that  men  mical,  and  ruinous  distemper  of  the  company's 
ean  long  be  ashamed  of  that,  which  they  see  to  affairs  in  India,  fi'om  the  time  of  their  first  e»- 
be  the  road  to  honour  ?  As  to  fear,  let  a  go-  tablishment  there.  Very  ofVen,  there  are  no 
vemour-general  once  take  bribes,  there  is  an  words,  nor  any  description,  which  can  ade- 
eod  of  all  fear  in  the  service.  What  have  they  quately  convey  the  state  of  a  thing  like  the 
to  fear  ?  Is  it  the  man,  whose  example  they  direct  evidence  of  the  thing  itself,  because 
IbGow,  that  is  to  bring  them  before  a  tribunal  the  former  might  be  suspected  of  exaggeration, 
fcr  their  punishment  ? — Can  he  open  any  in-  You  might  think  tliat,  which  was  really  (act, 
qairy  ?  he  cannot ;  he,  that  opens  a  channel  to  be  nothing  but  the  colouring  of  the  person, 
of  inquiry* undet  these  circumstances,  opens  a  that  explained  it ;  and  therefore  I  think,  that 
higb  road  to  his  own  detection.  Can  he  make  it  will  be  much  better  to  give  to  your  lord- 
any  laws  to  prevent  it?  none;  for  he  can  make  ships  here  a  direct  state  of  the  presidency 
DO  law»  to  restrain  that  practice  without  the  at  the  time,  when  the  company  enacted  those 
Weach  of  his  own  laws  immediately  in  his  own  covenants,  which  Mr.  Hastings  entered  into, 
conduct.  If  we  once  can  admit,  for  a  single  and  when  they  took  those  measures  to  pro- 
instant,  in  a  govemour^goneral,  a  principle  vent  the  very  evils  from  persons  placed  in  those 
however  defenided,  upon  any  pretence  what-  very  stations,  and  in  those  very  circumstances, 
over,  to  receive  bribes  in  consequence  of  his  in  which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having 
office,  there  is  an  end  of  all  virtue,  an  end  of  committed  the  offences,  we  now  bring  before 
file  laws,  and  no  hope  left  in  tho  supreme  jus-  you. 

tioe  of  the  country.    We  are  sensible  of  all  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that  we  are 

these  difficulties;  we  have  felt  tliem,  and  per-  going  to  read  a  consultation  of  Lord  Clive's, 

Imps  it  lias  required  no  small  degree  of  ezer-  who  was  sent  out  for  the  express  purpose  of 

tion  for  us  to  get  the  better  of  these  difficulties,  reforming  the  state  of  the  company,  in  order 

which  are  thrown  in  our  way  by  a  govemour-  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  pecuniary  cor> 

general  accepting  bribes,  and  thereby  screen*  niptions,  that  prevailed  in  iu 

bg  and  protecting  the  whole  service  in  such  "  It  is  from  a  due  sense  of  the  regard  we 

iokjuitous  proceedings.  owe  and  profess  to  your  interests  and  to  car 

With  regard  to  this  matter,  we  are  to  state  own  honour,  that  we  think  it  indispensablr 
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neoMsary  to  lay  open  to  your  view  a  series  of  and  indelicate  a  manner,  as  highly 
traosactions  too  notoriously  known  to  be  sup-  him  and  chagrined  his  ministers ;  tvkila 
pressed,  and  loo  aflecting  to  your  interest,  to  single  rupee  was  siipuUted  for  the  eamfnji 
the  national  character,  and  to  the  ezisteoce  of  whose  interests  were  sacrifioed,  that  their  aar* 
the  company  in  Bengal,  to  escape  unnoticed  vants  might  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury  bs- 
and  uncensured  : — transactions,  which  seem  to  fore  impoverished,  but  now  totally  exhaiaisi 
demonstrate,  that  every  spring  of  this  govern-  "  This  scene  of  corruption  was  first  diadsSi 
ment  was  smeared  wiQi  corruption,  that  prin-  ed,  at  a  visit  the  nabob  was  paid,  to  Lord  Glifc 
ciples  of  rapacity  and  oppression  universally  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  a  few  dayi 
prevailed,  and  that  every  spark  of  sentiment  afler  our  arrival.  Ho  there  delivered  to  hk 
and  public  spirit  was  lost  and  extinguished  in  lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complaiata  ol 
the  unbounded  lust  of  unmerited  wealth.  the  insults  and  indignities  he  had  beea  tMfO^ 

'<  To  illustrate  these  positions  we  must  ex-     ed  to,  and  the  embezzlement  of  near  80  lacb 
hibit  to  your  view  a  most  unpleasing  variety     of  rupees,  issued  from  his  treasury  for  purposei 
of  complaints,  inquiries,  accusations,  and  vin-     unknown  during  the  late   negotiations.     So 
dications,  the  particulars  of  which  are  entered     public  a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded, 
in  our  proceedings,  and  the  appendix  ;  assure     and  it  soon  produced  an  inquiry.    We  referred 
ing  you,  that  we  undertake  this  task  with  pe-     the  letter  to  the  board,  in  expectation  of  obuiih 
culiar  reluctance,  from  the  personal  regard  we     ing  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  applicatM 
entertain  for  some  of  the  gentlemen,  whose     of  this  money,  and  were  answered  only  bj  • 
characters  will  appear  to  be  deeply  affected.        warm  remonstrance  entered  by  Mr.  Leycaslst 
*'  At  Fort  St.  George  we  received  the  first     against  that  very  nabob,  in  whose  elevatioB  ha 
advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of     boasts  of  having  been  a  principal  agent. 
Bhuja  Dowla's  defeat.    It  w^as  there  firmly         "  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  the  naib  soubah, 
imagined,  that  no  definitive  measures  would     was  then  called  up(Hi  to  account  for  this  larfa 
be  taken,  either  in  respect  to  a  peace,  or  fill-     disbursement  from  the  treasury  ;  and  be  aoon 
ing  the  vacancy  in  the  oizarout,  before  our  ar-     delivered  to  the  committee  the  very  extraord&> 
rival ;  as  the  Lapwing  arrived  in  the  month  of     nary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedinfs  dia 
January  with  your  general  letter,  and  the  ap-     6th  of  Juno,  wherein  he  specifies  the  severai 
pointroent  of  a  committee  with  express  powers     names  and  sums,  by  whom  paid,  and  to  wfaoa, 
to  that  purpose  ;  for  the  successful  exertion     whether  in  caslijbUls,  or  obligations.    Sopr»- 
of  which  the  happiest  occasion  now  offered,     cise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of  moQcy 
However,  a  contrary  resolution  prevailed  in     for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  b^ 
the  council.    The  opportunity  of  acquiring     lieve,  before  this  period  exhibited  to  the  boooai^ 
immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  ne-     able  court  of  directors,  at  least  never  voiidbcd 
glected,  and  the  temptation  too  powerful  to  be     by  such  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 
resisted.    A  treaty  was  hastily  drawn  up  by     documents  :  by  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  wif 
the  board,  or  rather  transcribed,  with  few  un-     obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  sums  dd> 
important  additions,  from  that  concluded  with     manded ;  by  Moolyram,  who  wa*  empk)yiad) 
Meer   Jaffier  ;  and  a  deputation,  consisting     by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  those  pecuniary  traot^ 
of  Messrs.  Johnstone  senior,  Middleton,  and     actions  ;  by  the  nabob  and  Mahomed  Rea 
Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son     Cawn,  who  were  the  heaviest  sufferers ;  and, 
of  the  deceased  nabob  to  the  soubahdarry,  in     lastly,  by   the  confession   of  the  gendemen 
prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  grandson :  and     themselves,  whose  names  are  specified  in  the 
ibr  this  measure  such  reasons  are  assigned     distribution  list. 

as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  oppo-  "  Juggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  his  naf' 
site  resolution.  Miran's  son  was  a  minor,  rative,  that  the  sum,  which  he  agreed  to  paj 
which  circumstance  alone  would  have  nalu-  the  deputation,  amountmg  to  125/XX)  rupea^ 
rally  brought  the  whole  adminstration  into  our  was  extorted  by  menaces  ;  and  since  the  doM 
hands,  at  a  jimcture  when  it  became  indispen-  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we  deliverad 
sably  necessary  we  should  realize  that  shadow  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21st  June,  it  fiiUjr 
of  power  and  influence,  which  having  no  solid  appeani,  that  the  presents  from  the  nabob  aaid 
foundation  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  exceeding  the  inuneaie 
annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  adverse  for-  sum  of  11  lacks,  were  not  the  voluntary  afiar- 
tune.  But  this  inconsistence  was  not  regard-  ings  of  gratitude,  but  contributions  levied  on  tba 
•d ;  nor  was  it  material  to  the  views  for  pre-  weakness  of  the  government,  and  violently  at* 
eipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  on  the  acted  from  the  dependent  state  and  timid  dia* 
joong  nabob  at  the  first  interview,  in  so  earnest     position  of  the  minister.    The  charge  indeid 
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5s  denied  on  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  affirmed  that  the  company,  in  1768,  had  made  a  cov»" 

on  the  other.     Your  honourable    board  must  nant,  expressly  forbidding  the  taking  oT  pre- 

mJiereTore  determine,  how  far  the  circumstance  sents  of  above  ^.400  value,  in  each  present, 

of  extortion  may  aggravate  the  crime  of  die-  by  the  govemoup>general.   1  take  it  for  grant- 

c»bedience  to  your  positive  orders  ;  the  expoe-  ed,  this  will  not  be  much  litigated ;  thoy  renew* 

mng  the  government  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  ed  and  enforced  that  with  other  covenants,  and 

receiving  the  infamous  wages  of  corruption  other  instructions :  and  at  last  came  an  act  of 

from  opposite  parties  and  contending  interests,  parliament,  in  the  clearest,  the  most  definitei 

'We  speak  with  boldness,  because  we  speak  the  most  specific  words,  that  ail  the  wisdom 

from  conviction,  founded  upon  indubitable  facts,  of  the  legislature,  intent  upon  the  eradication 

that  besides  the  above  sums  specified  in  the  of  this  evil,  could  use,  to  prevent  the  receiv- 

distribution  account  to  the  amount  of  228,1S6  ing  of  |>resents. 

pounds  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the  value         My  lords,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state, 

of  several  lacks  of  rupees  procured  from  Nund-  that  thero  has  been  some  little  difficulty  con* 

comar  and  Roydullub,  each  of  whom  aspired  ceming  tliis  word  pre$erU$.    Bribery  and  ex* 

at  and  obtained  a  promise  of  that  very  employe  tortion  have  been  covered  by  the  name  of  pre 

ment  it  was  predetermined  to  bestow  on  Ma-  sents,  and  the  authority  and  practice  of  the 

homed  Rcza  Cawn.  East  has  been  adduced,  as  a  palliation  of  the 

(Signe<i   at   the   end)     "  Clive. — W"  B.  crime.    My  lords,  no  authority  of  the  Eait 

Sumner. — ^John  Camac. — H.  Verelst. — Fra*  will  be  a  palliation  of  the  breach  of  laws  en* 

Sykes."  acted  in  the  West:  and  to  those  laws  of  tlia 

This  paper  cannot  be  denied  to  be  a  paper  West,  and  not  the  vicious  customs  of  the  East 

of  weight  and  authenticity,  because  it  is  sign*  we  insist  upon  making  Mr.  Hastings  liable, 

ed  by  a  gentleman  now  in  this  house,  who  But  do  not  your  lordships  see,  that  this  is  aa 

sits  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  entire  mistake,  that  there  never  was  any  cue* 

as  his  bail. — This  grievance,  therefore,— so  torn  of  the  East  for  it  ?   I  do  not  mean  vicioui 

authenticated,  so  great,  and  described  in  so  practices  and  customs,  which  it  is  the  busineai 

many  circumstances,  I  think  it  might  be  suf^  of  good  laws  and  good  customs  to  eradicate. 

Bcient  fur  me,  in  this  part  of  the  business,  to  There  are  three  species  of  presents  known  in 

show,  was,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  sent  to  the  East :  two  of  them,  payments  of  money, 

India,  a  prevalent  evil.  known  to  be  legal  ;  and  the  other  perfectly 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  necessary,  that  I  should  illegal,  and  which  has  a  name  exactly  expree* 

show  to  you  something  more,  because,  prniM}  sing  it  in  the  manner  our  language  does.  Itii 

frtmt9y  this  is  some  exculpation  of  Mr.  Has-  necessary,  that  your  lordships  should  see,tlHtl 

tings:  for,  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  ge*  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  use  of  a  perversiov 

neral  misconduct,  it  was  rather  wlium  lod  H  of  the  names  of  authorized  giAs,  to  cover  the 

vitium  tempori*,  than  vitium  hormm».    This  most  abominable  and  prostituted  bribery.  The 

might  be  said  in  his  exculpation.    But,  I  am  first  of  these  presents  is  known  in  the  country 

next  to  show  your  lordships  the  means,  which  by  the  name  of  peshcush:  this  peshcush  is  a 

the  company  took  fur  removing  this  grievance ;  fine  paid,  upon  the  grant  of  lands,  to  the  sov^ 

and,  that  Mr.  Hastings's  peculiar  trust^the  reign,  or  whoever  grants  them.     The  second 

great  specific  ground  of  his  appointment,  was  is  the  mizzer,  or  uuzzeranah,  which  is  a  tri 

a  confidence,  that  he  would  eradicate  this  very  bute  of  adcnow lodgment  from  an  inferiour  t» 

evil,  of  which  wo  are  going  to  prove,  that  he  a  superiour.     The  last  is  called  reshwAat,  in 

has  been  one  of  the  principal  promoters.    I  the  Persian  language,  that  is  to  say,  a  bribc^ 

wish  your  lordships  to  advert  to  one  particular  or  sum  of  money  clandestinely  and  corruptly 

circumstance,  namely,  that  the  two  persons,  taken  ;  and  is  as  much  distinguished  from  the 

who  were  bidders  at  this  time,  and  at  this  others,  as,  in  the  English  language,  a  fine  or 

auction  of  government,  for  the  favour  and  coun*  acknowledgment  is  distinguished  from  a  bribe, 

tenanco  of  the  presidency  at  Calcutta,  were  To  show  your  lordships  this,  we  shall  give  in 

Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  and  rajah  Nundcomar.  evidence,  that  whenever  a  peshcush  or  fine  ii 

I  wish  your  lordships  to  recoHect  this,  by  and  paid,  it  is  a  sum  of  money  publicly  paid,  and 

by,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the  very  paid  in  proportion  te  the  grant ;  and  that  the 

tame  two  persons,  who  in  the  same  sort  of  sum  is  entered  upon  the  very  grant  itself.    We 

transaction,  and  in  circumstances  exactly  si*  shall  prove  the  nuzzer  is,  in  the  same  manner, 

milar,  or  very  nearly  ao,  were  candidates  for  entered,  and  that  all  legal  fees  are  endoraed 

the  favfiir  of  Mr.  Hastings.  upon  the  body  of  the  grant,  for  which  they  are 

My  'xds,  our  next  step  will  be  to  show  you,  taker. :  and  that  they  are  no  more  in  the  Eaal 
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thmn  in  the  Wctt,  any  kind  of  colour  or  pro-  another.  Thoee,  who  trust,  thai  they 
tonee  for  corrupt  acts,  which  are  known  by  the  find  in  men  uncommon  and  heroic  Tirtuea,  ar 
crrcumitance  of  their  being  clandestinely  taken,  themselves  endeavouring  to  have  nothing  paid 
and  which  are  admowledged  and  confessed  them  but  the  common  returns  of  the  worst  parta 
to  be  illegal  and  corrupt.  Having  stated,  that  of  human  infirmity.— and,  therefore,  I  sbaB 
Mr.  Hastings,  in  some  of  the  evidence,  that  we  show  your  lordships,  that  the  company  did  pn>> 
shall  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  these  vide  large,  ample,  abundant  means  hr  support- 
three  Uiings,  I  am  only  to  remark,  that  the  nuE-  ing  the  goverour-general : — ^that  Lord  Clive,  in 
cer  is  generally  a  very  small  sum  of  money,  the  year  1765,  ajod  the  council  with  him,  oC 
that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  gold  mohr  ;  which  Mr.  Sumner,  I  am  glad  and  proud  bi 
that  sometimes  it  is  less,  and  tlwt,  in  all  the  aay,  was  one,  did  fix  such  an  allowance  as 
records  of  the  company,  I  have  never  known  they  thought  a  sufficient  security  to  the  gover- 
t  exceed  one  gold  mohr,  or  about  thirty-five  nour-general  against  the  temptations  attendant 
shillings ;  passing  by  the  fifty  gold  mohrs,  which  upon  his  situation  ;  and,  therefore,  after  \htn 
were  given  to  Mr  Hastmgs  by  Cheit  Sing,  and  had  fixed  this  sum,  they  say, — "  that  althou^ 
a  humired  gold  mohrs,  which  were  given  to  by  this  means  the  govemour  will  not  be  abb 
the  Mogul,  as  a  nuzzer,  by  Mahomed  Alt,  to  amass  a  millicm  or  half  a  million  in  the 
nabob  of  Arcot.  space  of  two  or  three  years,  yet  lie  will  ae> 

The  company  seeing,  that  this  nuzzer,  though  quire  a  very  handsome  independency,  and  be 

small  in  each  sum,  m^t  amount  at  last  to  a  in  that  very  situation,  which  a  man  of  honour 

large  tax  upon  the  country,  (and  it  did  so  in  and  true  zeal  for  the  service  would  wish  to 

fact)  thought  proper  to  prohibit  any  sum  of  possess.     Thus  situated,  he  may  defy  all  op- 

raoney  to  be  taken  upon  any  pretext  whatever ;  position  in  council ;  he  will  have  nothing  to 

and  the  company,  in  the  year  1775,  did  ex-  ask ;  nothing  to  propose  but  what  he  wishes 

prcasiy  explode  the  whole  doctrine  of  peshcush,  for  the  advantage  of  his  employers:  he  may 

nuzzer,  and  every  other  private  lucrative  emo-  defy  the  law,  because  there  can  be  no  ibua- 

lument,  under  whatever  name  to  be  taken  by  dation  for  a  bill  of  discovery ;  and  he  may  defy 

the  govemour-general :  and  did  expressly  send  the  obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there  caa 

out  an  order,  that  that  was  the  ccmstruction  of  be  nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In  short 

the  act ;  and  that  he  was  not  even  to  take  a  if  stability  can  be  insured  to  such  a  govern* 

nuzzer.    Thus  we  ^11  show,  that  that  act  ment  as  this,  where  riches  have  been  acquired 

had  totally  cut  up  the  whole  system  of  bribery  in  abundance  in  a  small  space  of  time,  by  al 

and  corruption ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  ways  and  means,  and  by  men  with  or  without 

sort  of  colour  whatever  for  taking  the  money,  capacities,  it  must  be  effected  by  a  govemoar 

which  we  shall  prove  he  has  taken.  thus   restricted." — That  is,  a  govemour  r»> 

I  know  that  positive  prohibitions,  that  acta  stricted  from  every  emolument  but  that  of  his 
of  parliament,  that  covenants,  are  things  of  salary.  I  must  remark,  that  this  salary  and 
very  little  validity  indeed,  as  long  as  all  the  these  emoluments  were*  not  settled  upon  the 
means  of  corruption  are  left  in  power,  and  all  vague  speculations  of  men  taking  the  measort 
the  temptations  to  corrupt  profit  are  left  in  of  their  necessities  for  India  from  the  mannen 
poverty.  I  should  really  think,  that  the  com-  of  England ;  but  it  was  fixed  by  the  council 
pany  deserved  to  be  ill  served,  if  they  had  not  themselves ;  fixed  in  India ;  fixed  by  those,  who 
annexed  such  appointments  to  great  trusts  as  knew  and  were  in  the  situation  of  the  gover- 
might  secure  the  persons  entrusted  from  the  nour-general,  and  who  knew  what  vras  neoes 
temptations  of  unlawful  emolument ;  and,  what  sary  to  support  his  dignity  and  to  preserve  him 
in  all  cases  is  the  greatest  security,  given  a  from  the  temptation  of  corruption :  and  they 
lawful  gratification  to  the  natural  passions  of  have  laid  open  to  you  such  a  body  of  advaa- 
men.  Matrimony  is  to  be  used  as  a  true  re-  tage  arising  from  it,  as  would  lead  any  man, 
medy  against  a  vicious  course  of  profligate  who  had  a  regard  to  his  honour  or  conscieDCO 
manners:  fair  and  lawful  emoluments,  and  the  to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a  pro- 
just  profits  of  office,  are  opposed  to  the  unlaw-  vision  made  for  him,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
fill  means,  which  might  be  made  use  of  to  sup-  every  temptatioif  to  act  corruptly  removed  fiu 
ply  them ;  for,  in  truUi,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that  firom  him. 

or  any  man  to  expect  a  series  of  sacrifices        The  emoluments  of  the  office,  though  rs« 

without  a  return  in  blessings,  to  expect  labour  duced   from  the  original  plan,  which   Lord 

without  a  prospect  of  reward,  and  fatigue  with  Clive  had  proposed,  may  be  computed  at  nsor 

sut  any  means  of  securing  rest,  is  an  unrea-  £.90,000  a  year,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  pro* 

sonable  demand  in  ai^  human  creature  fi>om  sident ;  £.22,000  in  certain  monev,  and  ths 
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rest  b  other  advuita^g.  Whatever  it  wu,  That  situatioa,  which  was  to  afford  him  • 
I  have  ghow  i,  that  it  was  thought  sufficient  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  has 
bj  those,  who  were  the  best  judges,  and  who  held  for  many  years  ;  and  therefore  he  has  not 
in  carving  for  others,  were  carving  for  them-  one  excuse  lo  make  for  himself:  but  I  shall 
selves  their  own  allowance  at  the  time.  But,  show  your  lordships  much  greater  and  stronger 
my  lords,  I  am  to  give  a  better  opinion  of  the     proofs,  that  will  lean  heavy  upon  him  in  the 

sufficiency  of  that  provision  to  guard  against  day  of  your  sentence.    The  first,  the  peculiar 

the  temptation,  out  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  trust  that  was  put  in  him,  was  lo  redress  all 

mouth.    He  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  those  grievances. 

directors,  "Although  I  disclaim  the  consi-         My  lords,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condi 

deration  of  my  own  interest  in  these  specula-  tion  of  India  in  1765.  You  may  suppose,  that 

tionsf        *♦♦♦♦♦♦        I  Iji^^p  the  means,  that  were  taken — the  regulations, 

catched  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life.*'  that  were  made  by  the  company  at  that  period 

Here  Mr.   Hastings  confesses,  that  the  of  time,  had  operated  their  eflcct ;  and  that 

emoluments  affixed  to  office  were  not  only  by  the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  when  Mr. 

sufficient  for  the  purposes  and  ends,  which  the  Hastings  came  first  to  his  government,  these 

nature  of  his  office  demanded,  and  the  support  evils  did  not  then  require,  perhaps,  so  vigo- 

of  present  dignity,  but  that  they  were  stif-  rous  an  exan^)le  or  so  much  diligence  in  put 

ficienl  to  secure  him,  in  a  very  few  years,  a  ting  an  end  to  them :  but,  my  lords,  I  have  to 

comfortable  retreat ;  but  his  object,  in  wishing  show  you  a  very  melancholy  truth,  that,  not* 

to  hold  his  office  long,  was,  to  caich  applceuat  withstanding  all  these  means,  the  company 

tn  piMic  life.    What  an  unfortunate  man  is  was  of  opinion,  that  all  these  disorders  had  in- 

he,  who  has  so  oflen  tobl  us,  in  so  many  places,  creased ;  and,  accordingly,  they  say,  "  Witb- 

and  threugh  so  many  mouths,  that,  after  four-  out  entering  into  all  the  grievous  circumstances 

teen  years^  possession  of  an  office,  which  was  of  this  letter,"  [which  was  wrote  on  the  10th 

to  make  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  of  April  177S:] — "we  wieh  we  could  refute 

years,  he  is  at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and,  the  observation,  that  almost  every  attempt 

for  his  applause  in  public  life,  is  now  at  your  made  by  us  and  our  administration  at  your  pre- 

lordships'  bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  country,  sidency  for  reforming  abuses  has  rather  incrcas- 

This,  my  lords,  is  to  be  unfortunate ;  but  there  ed  them,  and  added  to  the  misery  of  a  countir 

are  some  misfortunes,  that  never  do  or  ever  we  are  so  anxious  to  protect  and  cherish.'* 

can  arrive  but  through  crimes.    He  was  a  de-  They  say,  that  "  when  oppression  pervades 

serter  from  the  path  of  honour  ;  at  the  turning  the  whole  country,  when  youths  have  been 

of  the  two  ways,  he  made  a  glorious  choice  ;  suffered,  with  impunity,  to  exercise  sovereign 

he  caught  at  the  applause  of  ambition — which  jurisdiction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 

though  1  am  ready  to  consent  is  not  virtue,  rapid  fortunes  by  monopolising  of  commerce, 

yet  surely  a  generous  ambition  for  applause  it   cannot  be  a  wonder  to  us  <^   yourselves, 

for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of  the  best  that  Dadney  merchants  do  not  come  forward 

counterfeits  of  virtue,  and  supplies  its  pUce  to  contract  with  the  company,  that  the  manii- 

in  some  degree ;  and  it  adds  a  lustre  to  Ptal  factures  find  their  way  through  foreign  chan 

virtue  where  it  exists  as  the  substratum  of  iL  nels,  or  that  our  investments  are  at  once  enor- 

Human  nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never  mously  dear,  and  of  a  debased  quality.    "  It 

can  wholly  repudiate   it  for  its  imperfection,  is  evident  then,  that  the  evils,  which  have 

because  there  is  something  yet  more  perfect,  been  so  destructive  to  us,  lie  too  deep  for  any 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  deserter  of  that  partial  plans  to  reacli  or  correct ;  it  is  thero- 

cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  fore  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of  those 

him,  has  chosen  to  plunge  himself  into  the  evils,  and  we  are  happy  hi  having  reason  to 

downward  road  to  sordid  riches  7  believe,  that  in  every  just  and  necessary  re- 

•  My  lords,  I  have  shown  the  grievances,  gulation  we  shall  meet  with  the  approbation 

that  existed.    I  have  shown  the  means,  that  and  support  of  the  legisUture,  who  consider 

existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings  beyond  a  temp-  the  public  as  materially  interested  in  tho  com- 

tation  to  those  practices,  of  which  we  aocuse  puiy's  prosperity." 

him,  even  in  his  own  opinion,  if  he  will  not         This  is  to  show  your  lordships,  that  Mr. 

follow  his  example  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Hastings  was  armed  with  great  powers  to  oor^ 

and  disavow  this  letter,  as  he  has  done  his  de-  rect  great  abuses,  and  that  there  was  reposed 

Cuice  before  them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  in  htm  a  special  trust  for  that  purpose.    And 

now  I  shall  show,  by  the  twentj^-fiflh  paragraph 

f  Document  not  fuund.  of  the  same  letter,  that  they  intrusted  Mr^ 
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Haitincs  with  this  rery  great  power  from  some  ders  throughout  the  oooatry :  there  were  13»- 
perticuuu'  hope  they  had,  not  only  of  his  ab-  wise  at  the  nme  time  circumstanoes  ia  the 
•taining  himself,  which  is  a  thing  taken  for  state  of  the  goTemment,  upon  which  (hej 
granted,  but  of  his  restraining  abuses  through  thought  it  neceasary  to  make  new  regulatiooe. 
erery  part  of  the  service ;  and  therefore,  they     The  famine,  which  prevailed  in,  and  deraa- 

say,  "  that  in  order  to  efl^aate  this  great  end,  taied  Bengal,  and  the  ill  use,  that  was  made 

the  first  step  must  be  to  restore  peK*ect  obe-  of  that  calamity  to  aggravate  the  distreat  for 

dience  and  due  subordination  to  your  admi-  the  advantage  of  individuals,  produced  a  great 

nistration.    Our  govcmour  and  council  must  many  complaints:  some  true,  some  engge- 

r»>assume  and  exercise  their  delegated  ponrers  rated ;  but  universally  spread,  as  I  briieve  is 

upon  every  just  occasion ;  punish  delinquents,  in  the  memory  of  those,  who  are  not  very 

dierish  the  meritorious,  discountenance  that  young  among  us.    This  -obliged  the  company 

luxury  and  dissipation,  which,  to  the  reproach  to  a  very  serious  consideration  of  an  affair, 

of  government,  prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  pre-  which  dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  go 

sident,  Mr.  Hastings,  we  trust,  will  set  the  vemment,  not  only  at  home,  but  through  all 

example  of  temperance,  coconomy,  and  appli-  the  countries  in  Europe,  much  more  than  per^ 

cation  ;  and  upon  this,  we  are  sensible,  much  haps  even  more  g  ievous  and  real  oppreasioai, 

will  de[>end.    And  here  we  take  occasion  to  that  were  exercised  under  them.   It  had  alarm* 

indulge  the  pleasure  we  have  in  acknowledg-  ed  their  feelings,  it  had  been  marked,  and  had 

ing  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  of  called  the  attention  of  the  public  upon  them  in 

Coromandel,  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  an  eminent  manner. 

and  ability  the  plan,  which  has  so  much  im-  Your  k>rd8hips  remember  the  death  of  Jaffitf 

proved  our  investments  there ;  and  as  we  are  Ally  Kh4n,  the  first  of  those  soubahs,  who  in* 

persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  lauda-  troduced  the  English  power  into  .Bengal.  He 

pie  pursuit  through  every  branch  of  our  affairs  died  about  four  or  five  years  before  this  period ; 

in  Bengal,  he,  in  return,  may  depend  on  the  he  was  succeeded  by  twoof  hb  sons,  who  soo- 

ateady  support  and  favour  of  his  employers.*'  ceeded  to  one  another  in  a  very  rapid  soccee- 

Here  are  not  only  laws  to  restrain  abuse ;  here  sion.    The  first  was  the  person,  of  whom  we 

are  not  only  salaries  to  prevent  the  tempta-  have  read  an  account  to   you.    He  was  the 

tion  to  it;  but  here  are  praises  to  animate  and  natural  son  of  the  nabob  by  a  person  called 

encourage  him ;  here  is  what  very  few  men,  Munny  Begum,  who,  fur  the  corrupt  gifts,  the 

even   bad   in  other  respects,  have  resisted ;  circumstances  of  which  we  have  recited,  had| 

here  is  a  great  trust  put  in  him  to  call  upon  in  prejudice  of  the  lawful  issue  of  the  nabob, 

him  with   particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  been  raised  to  the  musnud ;  but  as  bastard  iiipi| 

prevent   all   abuses   through  the  settlement,  it  is  said  in  King  Richard  (an  abuse  of  a scrifH 

and  particularly  these  abuses  of  corruption,  ture  phrase)  do  not  take  deep  root,  this  baetard 

Much  trust  is  put  in  his  frugality,  his  order,  his  slip  Nudjheem  Dowla  shortly  died,  and  the 

management  of  his  private  affairs ;  and  from  legitimate  son  Syel  0*I>owlah  succeeded  him. 

thence  they  hope,  that  ho  would  not  niin  his  own  After  him  another  legitimate  son  Mobareck  ol 

fortune*,  but  improve  it  by  honourable  means  ;  Dowlah  succeeded  in  a  minority.  When  I  say 

and  teach  the  company's  servants  the  same  mtecteded,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  underrtaod, 

order  and  management,  in  order  to  free  them  that  there  is  no  regular  syccession  in  the  office 

from  lemptalion  to  rapacity  in  their  own  par-  of  soubah,  or  viceroy  of  the  kingdom ;  bat, 

titular  situations.    There  hav&becn  known  to  in  general,  succession  has  been  considered, 

be  men,  otherwise  corrupt  and  vicious,  who,  and  persons  have  been  put  in  that  place  upon 

when  great  trust  was  put  in  them,  have  called  some  principles  resembling  a  regular  soeoe*- 

forth  principles  of  honour  latent  in  their  minds ;  sion.   That  regular  succe^ion  had  been  brokfln 

and  rnen.  who  were  nursed  in  a  manner  in  cor-  in  favour  of  a  natural  son,  and  the  modMr  of 

niption,  have  been  not  only  great  reformers  by  that  natural  son  did  obtain  the  superiourity«iil 

institution,  but  greater  reformers  by  the  exam-  the  female  part  of  the  family  for  a  time, 

pie  oP  their  own  conduct.   Then  I  am  to  show,  In  consequence  of  these  two  circumstanoea, 

that  soon  after  his  coming  to  that  government,  namely,  the  famine,  and  the  abuses,  that  wer© 

there  were  means  given  him  instantly  of  rea-  supposed  to  arise  from  it ;  and  from  the  cii^ 

lizing  those  hopes  and  expecUt  ions  by  putting  cumstance  of  the  minority  of  Mobareck  ul 

toto  his  hands  several  arduous  and  several  dif-  Dowlah,  who  now  reigns  or  appears  to  reig^, 

Bcult  commissions.  in  consequence  of  these  two  circumstaacef, 

My  lords,  in  the  year  ITTt,  the  company  the  company  give  two  sets  of  orders. 

had  received  alarming  advices  of  many  disor-  The  first  order  related  to  Mahomed  Rcza 
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KhAa,  who  wm  (as  your  lorcUiips  remembor  of  the  support  of  presumption ;  for  ts  we  know, 
I  took,  in  the  beginning  of  this  affair,  means  that  witnesses  may  be  perjured ;  and,  as  we 
of  explaining)  lord  deputy  of  the  province  un-  know,  that  documents  can  be  forged,  we  hare 
der  the  native  government,  the  English  hold-  recourse  to  a  known  principle  in  the  laws  of 
ing  the  dewanneo ;  and  deputy  dewan,  or  high  all  countries,  that  circumstances  cannot  lie ; 
iCeward,  under  the  name  of  ihe  English,  and  and,  therefore,  if  the  testimony,  that  is  given, 
had  the  conunand  of  the  whole  revenue;  and  was  ever  so  clear  and  positive,  yet,  if  it  is 
who  was  accused  before  the  company  (the  contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the  country ; 
channel  of  which  accusation  we  now  learn)  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
of  having  aggravated  that  famine  by  a  mono-  facts,  to  which  it  alludes ;  if  the  deposition  is 
poly  for  his  own  benefit.  The  company,  upon  totally  adverse  and  alien  to  the  characters  of 
these  loose  and  general  charges,  ordered,  that  the  persons ;  (hen  I  will  say,  tliat  though  the 
be  should  be  divested  of  his  office,  that  ho  testimonies  should  be  many,  though  they  shouM 
should  be  brought  down  to  Calcutta,  and  there  be  consistent,  though  they  should  be  clear,  yet 
be  obliged  to  render  an  account  of  his  con-     they  will  still  leave  some  degree  of  hesitation  and 

duct.  *  doubt  upon  every  mind  timorous  in  the  execution 

The  next  regulation  they  made  was  con-  ofjustice,  as  every  mind  ought  to  be.  If,  for  in- 
coming the  effective  government  of  the  coun-  stance,  ten  witnesses  were  to  swear,  that  the 
try,  which  was  become  vacant  by  the  removal  chief  justice  of  England,  that  the  lord  high  chon- 
of  Mahomed  RezaKhin.  The  offices  which  cellour,  or  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was 
he  held  were  in  effect  these  .* — he  was  guar-  seen  in  the  robes  of  his  functioo ,  at  noon  day, 
dian  to  the  nabob  by  the  appointment  of  the  robbing  upon  thehighway,  it  is  not  the  clearness, 
company ;  he  had  the  care  and  management  of  the  weight,  the  authority  of  testimonies,  that 
Ais  family;  he  had  die  care  of  the  public  could  make  me  believe  it;  I  should  attribute  it  to 
justice;  and  he  represented  that  shadow  of  anycause,  either  corruption,  mistake,  crrour,  or 
government  to  foreign  nations,  which  it  was  madness,  rather  than  believe  that  fact.  Why? 
the  policy  of  the  company,  at  that  time,  to  because  it  is  totally  alien  to  the  character  ol 
keep  up.  This  was  the  person,  whom  Mr.  the  persons,  the  situation,  the  circumstances, 
Hastings  was  ordered  to  remove ;  in  conse-  and  to  all  the  rules  of  probability.  But  if,  on 
quence  of  which  removal  all  these  offices  were  the  contrary,  the  crime  charged  has  a  perfect 
to  bo  supplied— of  guardian  of  the  nabob's  relation  with  the  person,  with  his  known  con- 
person,  ajui  manager  of  his  family ;  of  chief  duct,  with  his  known  habits,  with  the  situation 
magistrate,  and  of  representative  of  the  (alien  and  circumstances  of  Uie  place,  that  he  is  in, 
dignity  of  the  native  government  to  the  foreign  and  with  the  very  corrupt  inherent  nature  of 
nations,  which  traded  to  Bengal.  the  act,  that  he  does,  then  much  less  proof 

To  these  orders  was  added  an  instruction  of  than  we  are  able  to  produce  will  serve ;  and 

A  verj  remarkable  nature,  which  was  a  third  according  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the 

trust,  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  that  presumptions  arising  from  the  inherent  nature 

during  the  nabob's  minority  he  should  reduce  of  a  vicious  principle,  and  vicious  motives  in 

the  annual  allowance,  which  was  thirty-two  the  act,  will  be  strengthened  the  weakest  evi^ 

lades,   to  sixteen ;  asi  *inii  to  prevent  the  dence,  or,  if  it  comes  to  a  sufficient  height, 

abuse  of  this  restricted  sum,  and  to  prevent  its  the  whole  burthen  of  proof  will  be  turned  upon 

bemg  directed  by  the  minister's  authority  to  the  party  accused.     And  thus  we  shall  think 

other  purposes  than  that,  for  which  the  com*  ourselves  bound  to  show  your  lordships,  in 

pany  allowed  it,  (that  is  to  say,  allowed  him  every  step  of  this  proceeding,  that  there  is  an 

out  of  what  was  bis  own)  of  these  sixteen  lacks  inherent  presumption  of  corruption  in  every 

an  account  was  to  be  regularly  kept  as  a  check  act.    We  shall  ^ow  the  presumptions,  which 

upon  the  person  so  appointed,  which  account  preceded :  we  shall   show  the  presumptions, 

was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Calcutta,  and  which  accompanied  the  proof;  and  these,  wiih 

to  be  sent  to  England.  the  subsequent  presumptions,  will   make   it 

Now,  we  are  to  show  your  lordships,  what  impossible  to  disbelieve  them.    Such  a  body 

Mr.   Hastings's  conduct  was  upon  aU  these  of  proof  was  never  given  upon  any  such  occa- 

occasions ;  and,  for  this,  we  mean  to  produce  sion ;  and  it  is  such  proof  as  will  prevail  against 

testimony  recorded  in  Uie  company's  books,  the  whole  voice  oT  corruption,  that  amazing, 

and  authentic  documents  taken  from  the  pub-  active,  diligent,  spreading  voice,  which  hail 

lie  offices  of  that  country.    At  the  same  time  been  nruuie,  by  buzzing  in  every  part  of  thk 

I  do  admit,  that  there  never  was  a  positive  cotmtry,  sometimes  to  sound  like  the  public 

testimony  thnl  did  not  stand  something  in  need  voice ;  it  wiil  put  it  to  silence  by  showing,  tlMt 


400  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHBfENT 

jov  lordships  have  proceeded  apoo  the  stnio-  power,  and  confiding  in  his  jostkoi  prod—ea, 
f ctt  eridOTce,  active  and  passive.  and  impartiality,  not  to  abose  a  trust  of  watA 
First,  Mr.  Hastings  received  a  positive  delicacy.    But,  we  shall  prove  to  your  lord- 
Older  to  seize  upon  Mahomed    Keza  Kh&n.  ships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary 
That  order  he  executed  with  a  military  prorop-  to  turn  out,  from  the   highest  to  the  lowest, 
titude  of  obedience,  which   will   show  your  several  hundreds  of  people  for  no  other  reasoQ, 
lordships,  what  are  the  services,  which  are  con-  than  that  they  had  been  put  in  their,  en^tkiy- 
Moial  to  his  own  mind,  and  which  find  in  ments  by  that  very  man,  whom  the  English 
nim  always  a  ready  acquiescence ;  a  faithful  government  had  formerly  placed  there.    If  we 
•gent,  and  a  spirited  inrirument  in  the  exe-  were  to  insist,  that  we  could  not  possibly  try 
cuUoQ.      The  very  day  af\er  ho  received  the  Mr.  Hastings,  or  come  at  his  wickedness, 
order,  he  sent  up,  privately,  without  com-  until  we  had  eradicated  his  infhjence  in  Beo- 
nmnicating  with  the  council,  from  whom  he  gal,  and  lefl  not  one  man  in  it,  who  was.  dur- 
was  not  ordered  to  keep  this  proceeding  a  ing  his  government,  in  any  pface  or  office  what- 
lecret ;  he  s«nt  up,  and  found   that  great  and  ever ;  yet,  though  we  should  readily  admit, 
respectable  man,  and  respectable  magistrate,  that  wo  could  not  do  the  whole  without  it,  at 
who  was    in  all  those  high  offices,  which  I  the  same  time,  rather  than  make  a  general 
have  stated ;  and  if  I  was  to  compare  them  to  massacre  of  every  person  presumed  to  bo  un- 
circumstances  and  situations  in  this  country,  I  der  ha  influence,  we  would  leave  some  of  his 
■bould  say,  he  had  united  in  himself  the  cha-  crimes  unproved.    He  did  avow  and  declare, 
factor  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury ;  the  cha-  that,  unless  he  turned  all  these  persons  out  of 
racter  of  chief  justice  ;  the  character  of  lord  their  offices,  he  could  never  hope  to -cone  at  the 
high  cbancellour,  and  the  character  of  arch-  troth  of  any  charges  against  Mahomed  Reza 
bi^p  of  Canterbury ;  a  man  of  great  gravity,  KhAn ;  against  whom  no  specific  charge  had 
dignity,  and  authority,  and  advanced  in  years ;  been  maile.     Yet  upon  loooe  and  general 
bad  once  £.100,000  a  year  for  the  support  of  charges  did  he  seize  upon  this  man,  confine 
his  dignity ;  and  had  at  that  time  it  ^,000.  him  in  thb  manner,  and  every  person,  who  do- 
This  man,  sitting  in  his    garden,  reposing  rived  any  place  or  authority  from  him,  high  oi 
himself  afler  the  toils  of  his  situation  ;  for  ho  low,  was  turned  out.    Mr.  Hastings  had,  b 
was  one  of  the  most  laborious  men  in  the  world ,  the  company's  orders,  something  to  justi.'y  him 
wis  suddenly  arrested,  and  without  a  mament*B  in  rigour,  but  ho  had  likewise  a  prudential 
respite,  dragged  down  to  Calcutta,  and  there  power  over  that  rigour ;  and  he  not  only  treated 
by  Mr.  Hastings  (exceeding  the  orders  of  the  this  man  in  the  manner  described,  but  every 
company)  confined  near  two  years,  imder  a  human  creature  connected  with  him,  as  if  they 
foard  of  soldiers.      Mr.  Hastings  kept  this  had  been  all  guilty,  without  any  charge  what- 
great  man  for   several  months  without  even  ever  against  them.    These  are  his  reasons  for 
attempting  the  trial  upon  him.    How  he  tried  taking  this  extraordinary  step, 
him  afl^^rwards  your  lordships  may  probably  **  I  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
inthecourseof  this  business  inquire:  and  you  others.     My  own  were    these.     Mahomed 
will  then  judge  from  the  circumstances  of  that  Reza  Khdn's  influence  still  prevailed  gene- 
trial,  that,  as  he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  rally  throughout  the  country.    In  the  nabob's 
■0  neither  vras  he  acquitted   for  his  inno-  household,  and  at  the  capital,  it  was  scarce 
cence ; — but,  at  present,  I  leave  him  in  that  affected  by  his  present  disgrace.    His  favour 
situation.     Mr.  Hastings,  unknown   to  the  was   still  courted,  and  his  anger  dreaded, 
council,  having  executed  the  orders  of  the  Who,  under   such  discouragements,    wouU 
company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  give   information  or  evidence   against  him? 
uiiliappy  man,  keeps  him  in  that  situation,  His  agents  and  creatures  filled  every  oflice 
without  a  trial,  under  a  guard,  separated  from  of  the  nizamut  and  dewannee.    How  was  the 
hli  country,  disgraced,  and  dishonoured,  uid  truth  of  his  conduct  to  be  investigated  by 
hf  Mr.  Hastings's  express  order  not  su^ered  tbone  ?  It  would  be  superfiuous  to  add  other 
either  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a  visitor.  arguments  to  ^Itow  the  necessity  of  prefacing 
There  was   another  connnissiuu  for  Mr.  the  inquiry  by  breaking  his  influence,  remov- 
Hastings  contained  in  these   orders.     The  ing  his  dependants,  and  putting  the  directim 
company,  because  they  were  of  opinion,  that  of  all  the  affairs,  which  had  been  committed 
jtMtice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  to  hb  care,  into  the  hands  of  the  most  power* 
first  situations  of  the  country  were  filled  with  ful  or  active  of  his  enemies." 
this  man's  adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings  to  My  lords,  if  toe,  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
displace  them ;   leaving   him   a  very  large  were  to  desire  and  to  compel  the  East-Iadit 
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Company)  or  to  address  the  crown,  to  remove  ways,  in  which  great  men  in  the  East  secure 
according  to  their  several  situations  and  so-  men  to  their  interest.    He  never  trusted  his 
▼eral  capacities  every  creature,  that  had  been  colleagues  with  the  secret ;  and  the  persoiv 
put  into  office  by  Mr.  Hastings,  because  we  that  he  employed  to  prosecute  Mahomed  Rezy 
could  otherwise  make  no  inquiry  into  his  eon-  Kh4n,  was  his  bitter  enemy,  Nundcomar. 
duct,  should  we  not  be  justified,  by  his  own  will  not  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  the  cir 
•sample,   in  insisting  upon   the  removal  of  cumstance  of  enmity  disables  a  person  froii 
every  creature  of  the  reigning  power  before  being  a  prosecutor ;  under  some  circumstance! 
we  could  inquire  into  his  conduct  ?    We  have  it  renders  a  man  incompetent  to  be  a  witness ; 
not  done  that,  though  we  feel,  as  be  felt,  great  but  this  I  know,  (hat  the  circumstance  of  hav* 
disadvantages  in  proceeding  in  the  inquiry,  ing  no  other  person  to  rely  upon  in  a  charge 
while  every  situation  in  Bengal  is  notoriously  against  any  man,  but  his  enemy,  and  of  having 
Veld  by  his  creatures,  always  excepting  the  first  no  other  principle  to  go  upon  than  what  is 
of  all,  but  which  we  could  show  is  nothing  un*  supposed  to  be  derived  out  of  that  enmity, 
der  such  circumstances.    Then  what  do  1  infer  must  form  some  considerable  suspicion  against 
from  tliis?  from  his  obedience  to  the  orders  the  proceeding:  but  in  this  he  was  justified  by 
of  the  company  carried  so  much  beyond  ne-  the  company ;  for  Nundcomar,  the  great  rival 
cessity,  end  prosecuted  with  so  mudi  rigour ;  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn,  was  in  the  worst 
firoro  the  inquiry  being  suspended  for  so  long  situation  with  the  company  as  to  his  credit, 
t  time;  from  every  person   in  office  being  This   Nundcomar's  politics  in  the  country 
removed  from  his  situation;  from  all  these  had  been  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  and  by 
precautions  being  used  as   prefatory  to  the  several  persons  joined  with  him,  cruelly  re- 
inquiry,  when  he  himself  says,  that  afler  he  presented  to  the  company;  and  accordingly 
had  used  all  these  means,  he  found  not  the  he  stood  so  ill  with  them  by  reason  of  Mr. 
leastbenefit  and  advantage  from  them?     The  Hastings^s  representations  and  those  of  his 
use  I  mean   to  make  of  this  is,  to  let  your  predecessours,  that  the  company  ordered  and 
lordships  see  the  great  probability  and  pre-  directed,  that,  if  he  could  be  of  any  use  in  the 
anmpt ion,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  finding  himself  inquiry  into  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n^s  conduct, 
in  the  very  self-same  situation,  ttiat  had  oc-  some  reward  should  be  given  him  suitable  to 
currcd  the  year  before,  when  Nundcomar  was  bis  services ;  but  they  caution  Mr.  Ha,ptingi 
sold  Ui  Mahomed  Reza  Khikn,  of  selling  Ma-  at  the  same  time  against  giving  him  any  truH, 
homed  Reza  Kh^n    to  Nundcomar,  tnade  a  which  he  might  employ  to  the  disadvantage  of 
corrupt  use  of  it,  and  that  as  Mahomed  Reza  the  company.     Now,  Mr.  Hastings  began, 
Kfa6n  was  not  treated  with  severity  for  his  before  he  could  experience  any  service  firoa 
crimen,  so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his  him,  by  giving  him  his  reward,  and  not  the 
innocence.      The  company   had  given  Mr.  base  reward  of  a  base  service,  monej/^  but 
Hastings  severe  orders,  and  very  severely  had  every  trust  and  power,  which  he  was  prohibits 
he  executed  them.    The  company  gave  him  ed  from  giving  him.    Having  turned  out  every 
no  orders  not  to  institute  a  present  inquiry  ;  one   of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan's  dependants, 
but  he,  under  pretence  of  business,  neglected  he  filled  every  office,  as  he  avows,  with  the 
that  inquiry,  and  suffered  this  man  to  languish  creatures  of  Nundcomar.    Now  when  he  uses 
in  prison  to  the  utter  ruinof  his  fortune.  a  cruel  and  rigorous  obedience  in   the  case 
We  have  in  a  part  shown  your  lordships  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  when  he  breaks 
what  Mr.  Hastings's  own  manner  of  proceed-  through  the  principles  of  his  former  conduct 
ing  with  regard  to  a  public  delinquent  is ;  but  with  regard  to  Nundcomar,  when  he  gives  him^ 
at  present  we  leave  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  Nundcomar,   trust,  whom  he  was  cautioned 
where  ho  was.     Do  your  lordships  think,  that  not  to  trust,  and  when  he  gives  him  that  reward 
there  is  no  presumption  of  Mr.  Hastings  hav-  before  any  serivce  could  be  done ;  I  say,  when 
ing  a  corrupt  view  in  this  business,  and  of  his  he  does  this  in   violation  of  the  company's 
having  put  this  great  man,  who  was  supposed  orders  and  his  own  principles,  it  is  the  strongest 
to  be  of  immense  wealth,  under  contributions  ?  evidence,  that  he  now  found  them  in  the  situa* 
Mr.  Hastin«rs  never  trusted  his  colleagues  in  tion,  in  which  they  were  in  1765,  when  bribee 
this  proceeding,   and   what    reason  does  he  were  notoriously  taken,  and  that  each  par^ 
give  ?  wny,  he  supposed,  that  they  must  be  was  mutually  sc4d  to  the  other,  and  iaith  kept 
bribed  by  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn;for,Bays  he,  as  with  neither.    The  situation,  in  which  Mr. 
I  did  not  know  their  characters  at  that  time, I  did  Hastings  thus  placed  himself,   sliould  have 
not  know  whether  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  had  been  dreaded  by  him  of  all  things,  because  he 
«ot  secured  them  to  his  interest  by  the  known  knew  it  was  a  situation,  in  which  the  notl 
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OBtnfMW  eomiptioa  had  ttkm  pbea  Im-  neh  a  pomi  cmd  wMj  ho 

fivtu  triMt  to  jour  had  knowladgo  tho  wliicfi—  of 

Tlnfo  if  tuoCber  circumstaDco,  which  oeiTM  ■ohm   ponoo  woO  qualiSed  for  the  ofikin  oC 

terfMm,  that  in  the  penecution  of  ihMO  great  government,  and  of  whooo  ittinhiwinf  la  tha 

mm,  and  the  persons  employed  by  them,  ho  company  jaa  shall  be  well   aiiurod.     Socfc 

ooidd  havo  no  other  view  than  to  extort  money  person  you  wiO  ffpcomrooad  to  ibo  aabob^  to 

irom  them.    There  was  a  penoii  of  the  name  succeed  Mahomed  Reza,  as  minister  of  tha 

of  Shitabroy,  who  liaJ  a  great  share  in  the  government,  and    guardian  of  the    nabob's 

fwmiV*^  of  the  revenues    of  Bahar.     Mr.  minority ;  and  we  persuade  ourselves,  that 

Haatings,  in  the  letter  to  the  company,  com-  the  nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to  your  recom- 

plaining  of  the  State  of  their  affairs,  and  saying,  mendatioo  as  to  invest  him  with  the  necoasarj 

that  thore  were  great  and  suspicious  balances  power  and  authority. 

in  die  kingdom  of  Bahar,  does  not  even  name  "  As  the  advantages,  which  the  eoaipany 
the  name  of  Shitabroy.  There  was  an  Kng-  may  receive  Crom  the  appointment  of  such  mi- 
Uah  counscllotir,  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  nister,  will  depend  on  his  readiness  to  promoto 
Hastings^s  there,  under  whose  controul  Sbita-  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are 
broy  acted.  Witlunit  any  charges,  without  willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratification 
any  orders  from  the  company,  Mr.  Hastings  as  may  excite  his  zeal,  and  insure  his  attach- 
dragged  down  that  same  Shitabroy,  and  in  the  mcnt  to  the  oodpany ;  we  therefore  empower 
aame  ignominious  prison  he  kept  him  the  same  you  to  grant  to*ho  person,  whom  you  shall 
iMigth  of  time,  that  is,  one  year  and  three  think  worthy  of  this  trust,  an  annual  allow- 
months,  without  trial;  and  when  the  trial  ance,  not  exceeding  three  lacks  of  rupees, 
came  on,  there  was  as  much  appearance  of  which  we  consider  not  only  as  a  munificent 
collusion  in  the  trial  as  there  was  of  rigour  reward  for  any  services  he  shall  render  the 
in  the  previous  process.  This  is  the  manner,  company,  but  sufllkrient  to  enable  him  to  sup- 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  executed  the  command  port  his  station  with  suitable  rank  and  digni^. 
of  the  company  for  removing  Mahomed  Reza  And  here  wo  must  add,  that  in  the  dioica 
Kh&n.  you  shall  make  of  a  person  to  be  the  active 

When  a  succcssour  to  Mahomed  RezaKhAn  minister  of  the  nabob  s  government,  we  hope 
was  to  bo  appointed,  your  lordships  naturally  and  trust,  that  you  will  show  yoursdves  wor- 
expe<5  from  the  character  I  have  given  of  him,  thy  of  the  confidenco  we  have  placed  in  you  by 
and  from  the  nature  of  his  functions,  that  Mr.  being  actuated  therein  by  no  other  motives 
Hastings  would  bo  particularly  precise,  would  than  those  of  the  public  good,  and  the  safety 
use  the  utmost  possible  care  in  nominating  a  and  interest  of  tlie  company.'* 
person  to  succeed  him,  who  might  fulfil  the  My  lords,  here  they  have  giren  a  reward, 
ends  and  objects  of  his  employment ;  and  be,  and  they  have  described  a  person  fit  to  suc- 
at  the  same  time,  beyond  all  doubt  and  sus-  cced  in  all  capacities  the  man,  whom  they 
picion  of  corruption  in  any  way  whatever,  had  thought  fit  to  depose.  Now,  as  we  have 
Let  us  now  sec  how  he  fills  up  that  office  thus  seen  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  the  company^s 
vacant.  When  the  company  ordered  Ma-  orders  in  the  manner  of  removing  Mahonied 
homed  Reza  KhAn  to  be  dispossessed  of  his  Reza  IChAn  from  his  office ;  let  us  see  how  he 
office,  they  ordered  at  the  same  time,  that  obeyed  their  order  for  filling  it  up.  Your  lord- 
die  salary  of  his  successour  should  be  reduced ;  ships  will  naturally  suppose,  that  be  made  all 
that  £J0,000,  was  a  sufficient  recompense  the  orders  of  Mahomedan  and  Hindoo  princes 
for  that  office.  Tour  lordships  will  see  by  to  pass  in  strict  review  before  him ;  that 
the  allowance  for  the  office,  even  reduced  as  it  he  had  considered  their  age,  authority,  dig- 
was,  that  they  expected  some  man  of  great  nity,  the  goodness  of  their  manners  ;  and 
eminence,  of  great  consequence,  and  fit  for  upon  the  collation  of  all  these  circumstances 
those  great  and  various  trusts.  They  cut  off  has  chosen  a  person  fit  to  be  a  regent  to  guard 
the  dewannrc  from  it,  that  is,  the  collection  the  nabob's  minority  from  all  rapacity  whaK 
of  the  revenues ;  and  having  lessened  his  la-  ever,  and  fit  to  instruct  him  in  every  thing, 
hours,  they  lessened  his  reward:  they  ordered,  I  will  give  your  lordships  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
that  this  person,  who  was  to  be  guardian  of  idea  of  the  person  necessary  to  fill  such  ol^ 
the   nabob  in  his  minority,  and  who  was  to  fices  : 

represent  the  government,  should  have  but         "  That  his  rank  ought  to  be  such,  aa  tf 

JS.90,000.    The  order  they  give  is  this :  least  ought  not  to  wound  the  nabob's  hoooori 

**  And  that  as  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  can  no  or  lessen  his  credit  in  the  estimation  of  tfat 

longer  be  considered  by  us  as  one,  to  whom  people  by  the  magisterial  command, 
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Uto  new  guardi&n  must  exercise  over  him ;  nabob   came  to  the  muantHl,  there  wis  no 

with  abilities  and  vigour  of  mind  equal  to  the  ground  for  keeping  this  woman  any  longer  in 

fopport  of  that  authority ;  and  the  world  will  that  situation  ;  and  upon  an  application  of  the 

expect,  that  the  guardian  be  especially  qua-  company  to  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  to  iinow 

h&td  by  his  own  acquired   endowments   to  who  ought  to  have  the  right  of  superiourity  ; 

discharge  the  duties  of  that  relation  in  the  he  answered,  as  ho  ought  to  have  done,  that 

education  of  his  young  pupil,  to  inspire  him  though  all  the  women  of  the  seraglio  ought  to 

with   sentiments   suitable  to  his  birth,  and  have  honour,  yet  the  mother  of  the  nabob 

to  instruct  him  in  the  principles  of  his  reli-  ought  to  have  the  superiourity  of  it.  Therefore, 

gion."  this  woman  was  removed,  and  the  mother  of 

This,  upon  another  occasion,  is  Mr.  Has-  the  nabob  was  placed  in  her  situation.  In 
tings's  sense  of  the  man,  who  ought  to  be  that  situation  Mr.  Hastings  found  the  seraglio, 
placed  in  that  situation  of  trust,  in  which  the  If  his  duties  had  gone  no  further  than  the  r^ 
company  ordered  him  to  place  him.  Did  Mr.  gulaiion  of  an  eastern  household,  he  ought  to 
Hastings  obey  that  order  ?  No,  my  lords,  he  have  kept  the  nabob's  mother  there  by  the 
appointed  no  man  to  fill  that  office.  What,  rules  of  that  country, 
no  man  at  all  !  No  ;  he  appointed  no  person  What  did  he  do?  Not  satisfied  with  giving 
It  all  in  the  sense,  which  is  mentioned  there,  to  thb  prostitute  every  favour,  tliat  she  could 
which  constantly  describes  a  person  at  least  of  desire,  (and  money  must  be  the  natnvt*  nKvct 
(he  male  sex  :  he  appointed  a  woman  to  fiQ  of  such  a  person )  Mr.  Hastings  defioses  the 
diat  office  ;  he  appointed  a  woman  in  a  coun-  nabob's  own  mother,  turns  her  nut  of  the  em- 
try  where  no  woman  can  bo  seen,  where  no  ploy  men  t,  and  puts  at  the  head  of  the  se- 
woman  can  be  spoken  to  by  any  one  witliout  raglio  this  prostitute,  who  at  the  best,  in  re- 
I  curtain  between  them  ;  for  all  these  various  tation  to  him,  could  only  be  a  step-mother.  U 
dotics,  requiring  all  these  qualifications  de-  you  heard  no  more,  do  your  'ordships  want 
scribed  by  himself,  he  appointed  a  woman,  any  thing  further  to  r<mvince  you,  that  this 
Do  you  want  more  proof  titan  this  violent  must  be  a  violent,  atrocious,  and  corrupt  act ! 
transgression  of  the  company's  orders  upon  suppose  it  had  gone  no  further  than  the  so 
that  occasion,  that  some  corrupt  motive  must  raglio.  But  when  I  call  this  woman  a  dan- 
have  influenced  him  ?  cing  girl,  I  state  something   lower  than  the 

My  lords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  Europeans  have  an  idea  of  respecting  that 
die  situation  of  the  family,  that  you  may  situation.  She  was  Unh  a  slave,  bred  a  dan- 
jodge  from  thence  of  the  corrupt  motives  of  cing  girl.  Her  dancing  was  not  any  of  those 
Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  The  nabob  noble  and  majestic  nK>vements,  which  make 
Jaffier  Ali  Kh^n  had,  among  the  %vomen  of  part  of  the  entertainment  of  the  most  wise,  of 
his  seraglio,  a  person  called  Munny  Begum ;  the  education  of  the  most  virtuous,  which  im- 
ihe  was  a  dancing  girl,  whom  he  had  seen  at  prove  the  manners  without  corrupting  the  mo- 
some  entertainment ;  and  as  he  was  of  a  licen-  rals  of  all  civilized  people ;  and  of  which,  among 
tious  turn,  this  dancing  girl,  iu  the  course  of  uncivilized  people,  the  professors  have  their 
her  profc9!>ion  as  a  prostitute,  co  far  inveigled  duo  share  of  admiration ;  but  these  dancers 
(be  nabob,  that  having  a  ciiild,  or  pretending  were  not  decent  to  be  seen,  nor  fit  to  be  rela- 
to  have  had  a  child  by  him,  ho  brought  her  ted.  I  shall  pass  them  by.  Your  lordships 
into  the  seraglio  ;  and  the  company's  servants  are  to  suppose  the  lowest  degree  of  infamy  in 
•old  to  that  son  the  succession  of  that  father,  occupation  and  situation,  vhen  I  tell  you,  that 
This  woman  had  been  sold  as  a  slave ;  her  Munny  Begum  was  a  slave,  and  dancing  girl, 
profession  a  dancer,  her  occupation  a  prosti-  The  history  of  the  Munny  Begum  is  this : 
tote.  And,  my  lords,  this  woman  having  put  *<  At  a  village  called  Balcunda,  near  Sektn- 
her  natural  son,  ss  *.%«>  state,  and  shall  prove,  dra,  there  lived  a  widow,  who,  from  her  great 
in  the  place  of  the  Ie<:itimate  offspring  of  the  poverty,  not  being  able  to  bring  up  her  daugb- 
nabob ;  having  got  hira  placed  by  the  com-  ter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  slave  girl  belongmg 
pany's  servants  on  the  musnud,  she  came  to  to  Summin  ADy  Cawn,  whose  name  was 
beat  the  bvad  of  that  part  of  the  householdj  Bissoo.  During  the  space  of  five  years  she 
which  relates  to  (he  worn.'*!' ;  which  is  a  large  lived  at  Shahjehunabad,  and  was  educated  by 
and  considerable  trxl  itk  a  country  where  Bissoo  aAer  the  manner  of  a  dancing  girL 
polygamy  is  admitted,  and  where  women  of  Afterwards  the  nabob  Shamut  Jung,  uponthn 
great  rank  may  possibly  be  attended  by  two  marriage  of  Ikram  ul  Dowlah,  brother  to  th« 
liiouaand  of  the  same  sex  in  infr'  i'^ur  situa-  nabob  Sorage  ul  Dowlah,  sent  for  Bissoo  Bag^i 
tknt.    As  soon  as  the  legitimate  son  of  the  tet  of  dancing  girls  from  Shahjehunabad,  ni 

Vol.  iu.— 26  S 


404  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

wfaicfa  Munny  Begum  wu  one,  ind  allowed  to  Mr.  Hastings  upon  that  oocasianf  TW 
them  10,000  rupees  (or  their  expenses,  to  dance  nabob's  unde,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declares 
at  the  wedding.  While  the  ceremony  was  to  be  a  man  of  no  dangerous  an^tka,  no 
celebrating,  they  were  kept  by  the  nabob :  but  alarming  parts,  no  one  quality,  that  could 
some  naonths  aAerward  he  dismissed  them,  possibly  exclude  him  from  that  sitnation, 
and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city,  makes  an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  lot 
Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Cawn  then  took  them  that  place,  and  was  by  Mr.  Hastings  rejected, 
into  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny  and  her  set  The  reason  he  gives  for  his  rejectioo  is, 
MO  rupees  per  month;  till  at  length  finding,  because  he  cannot  put  any  man  in  it  withoal 
that  Munny  was  pregnant,  he  took  her  into  danger  to  the  company,  who  had  ordered  hiai 
his  own  house.  She  gare  birth  to  the  nabob  to  put  a  man  into  it.  One  wouU  imagine  the 
Nijum  ul  DowUh,  and  in  this  manner  has  trust  to  be  placed  in  him  was  such  as  enabled 
she  remained  in  the  nabob's  family  ever  him  to  overturn  the  company  in  a  momenf. 
since.*'  Now  the  situation,  in  which  the  nabob's  oncle 

Now  it  required  a  very  peculiar  mode  of  Zeteram  (yDowlah  would  have  been  placed, 
selection  tu  take  such  a  woman,  so  circumstan-  was  this ;  he  would  have  had  no  troops,  be 
ced  (resembling  whom  there  was  not  just  such  woukl  have  had  no  treasury,  hewouU  hate 
another)  to  depose  the  nabob's  own  mother  had  no  collections  of  revenue,  nothing  in  short, 
from  the  superiourity  of  the  household,  and  to  that  could  have  made  him  dangerous,  but 
substitute  thb  woman.  It  would  have  been  he  would  have  been  an  absolute  pensioner  and 
an  abominable  abuse,  and  would  have  implied  dependent  upon  the  company,  though  in  high 
corruption  in  the  grossest  degree,  if  Mr.  office ;  and  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  the 
Hastings  had  stopped  there  ;  he  not  (Hily  did  company,  instead  of  increasing,  wookl  have 
this,  but  he  put  Jbcr,  this  woman,  in  the  very  been  subversive  of  his  own  power.  If  M' 
place  of  Mkhomed  Reza  Kh&n  ;  he  made  Hastings  should  still  insist,  that  there  mi^ 
her  guardian,  he  made  her  regent,  he  made  her  be  danger  from  the  appointment  ofa  man,  we 
viceroy,  he  made  her  the  representative  of  the  shall  prove,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  there 
native  government  of  the  country  in  the  eyes  could  be  no  danger  from  any  one ;  that  the 
of  strangers.  There  was  not  a  trust,  not  a  dig-  nabob  himself  was  a  mere  shadow — a  cipher, 
nity  in  the  country,  which  he  did  not  put,     and  was  kept  there  only  to  soden  the  Eitflish 

during  the  minority  of  this  unhappy  person ,  government  in  the  eyes  and  opinion  oi  the 

her  step-eon,  into  the  hands  of  this  woman,  natives.     My  lords,  I  will  detail   tlMse  cii^ 

Reject,  if  you  please,  the  strong  presump-  cumsiances   no  further,  but  will  bring   some 

tion  of  corruption  in  disobeying  the  order  of  collateral  proofs  to  show,  that  Mr.  Ha^ingi, 
the  company  directing  him  to  select  a  man     was  at  that  very  time  conscious  of  the  wicked 

fit  to  supply  the  place  ofMahomed  Reza  KhAn,  and  corrupt  act  he  was  doing.    For,  besidM 

to  exercise  all  the  gr<*at  and  arduous  functions  this    foolish   principle    of  policy,  which   be 

of  government,  and  of  justice,  as  well  as  the  gives  as  a  reason  for  defying  the  orders  of 

regulations  of  the   nabob's  household ;  and  the  company,  and  for  insulting  the  country, 

then  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  neither  your  that  had  never  before  seen  a  woman  in  that 

lordships,  nor  any  man  living,  when  he  hears  situation,  and  his  declaration  to  the  company, 

of  this  appointment,  does  or  can  hesitate  a  that  their    government   cannot  be  supported 

moment  in  concluding,  that  it  is  the  result  of  by  private  justice  (a  favourite  maxim,  which 

corruption,  and  that  you  only  want  to  be  in-  he  holds  upon   all  occasions)  besides   these 

formed,  what  the  corruption  was.    Here  is  reasons  which  he  gave  for  his  politic  injustice^ 

such  an  arrangement  as,  I  believe,  never  was  he  gives  the   following;    the  company    had 

before  heard  of— a  secluded  woman  in  the  ordered,  that  £^,(XX>  should  be  given  to  the 

place  of  a  man  of  the  world :  a  fantastic  dan-  person  appointed.    He  knew,  that  the  com- 

cing  girl  in  the  place  of  a  grave  magistrate :  pany  could  never  dream  of  giving  this  woman 

a  slave  in  the  place  of  a  woman  of  quality :  a  £.30,000  a  year,  and  he  makes  use  of  thai 

common  prostitute  made  to  superintend   the  circumstance  to  justify  him  in  putting  her  m 

education  of  a  young  prince :  and  a  step-mo-  that  place ;  ftM*,  he  says,  the  company,  in  the 

ther,  a  name  of  horrour  in  all  countries,  made  distressed  state  of  its  afiairs,  could  never  meaa 

to  supersede  the  natural  mother,  from  whose  to  give  £.90;000  a  year  for  the  office,  which 

body  the  nabob  had  sprung !  they  order  to  be  filled ;  fend  accordingly,  i^mmi 

These  are  circumstances,  that  leave  no  principles  of  ceconomy,  as  well  as  upoo  pnn- 

doubt  of  the  groosest  and  most  flagrant  cor-  ciples  of  prudence,  he  sees  there  coukl  be  M 

ruptic  n :  but  was  there  no  application  made  occasion  for  giving  this  salary,  and  tint  it 
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rin  be  nved  to  the  company.    But  no  sooner  three  yeart  aAer  he  ia  desired  to  produce  this 

Mmd  h«  gi^en  her  the  appointment,  than  that  account  ?   his  answer  ia — "  I  can  save  the 

44»pointment  became  a  ground  for  giving  *  her  board  the  trouble  of  this  reference  by  acquain- 

that  money.    The  moment  he  had  appointed  ting  them,  that  no  such  accounts  have  ever 

her,  he  overturrn  the   very  principle,   upon  been  transmitted,  nor,  as  I  can  affirm  with 

iNrhich   he  appointed  her,  and  gives  the  £J30t  most  Cf^rUin  knowledge,  any  orders  given  (qi 

000  to  her,  and  the  officers  under  her,  saving  that  purpose,  citiier  to  Goordass,  to  whose 

not  one  shilling  to  the  company  by  this  infa^  office  it  did  not  properly  belong,  nor  to  the  be-^ 

laoirs  measure,  which  he  justified  only  upon  the  gum,  who  had  the  actual  charge  and  respon* 

principle   of  oBconomy.     The  £.30,000  was  sibility  of  those  disbursements." 

(■▼en,  the  principle  of  ceconomy  vanished,  a  He  has  given  to  this  woman  the  charge  of  aU 

•hocking  arrangement  was  made,  and  Bengal  the  disbursements  of  the  company.    The  offi- 

saw  a  dancing  girl  administering  its  justice,  cer,  whom  you  would  imagine  would  be  respoo- 

presiding  over  all  its  remaining  power,  wealth  sible,  was  not  responsible ;  but,  to  this  prostituta 

and  inBuence,  exhibiting  to  the  natives  of  the  and  dancing  girl  the  whole  of  the  revenue  waa 

country  their  miserable  state  of  degradation,  given.     When  he  was  ordered  to  transmit  that 

and  the  miserable  dishonour  of  the  English  account,  he  not  only  did  not  produce  that  ao- 

company  in  Mr.  Hasting8*s  abandonment  of  all  count,  but  had  given  no  order,  that  it  should  be 

bis  own  pretences.  kept ;  so  that  no  doubt  can  be  lefk  upon  your 

But  there  is  a  still   stronger  presumption ;  lonJships*  minds,  that  the  sixteen  lacks,  which 

the  company  ordered,  that  this  person,  who  were  reserved  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of 

was  to  have  the  management  of  the  nabob's  the  government  ofthat  country,  were  employed 

revenue,  and  who  was    to  be  his  guardian,  for  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Hastings's  having  a  coih 

ahould   keep  a  strict  account,  which  account  stant  bank,  from  which  he  could  draw  every 

should    be  annually  transmitted  to  the  pre-  corrupt  enaolunient  be  should  think  fit  for  him-. 

sidency,  and  by  the  presidency  to  Europe ;  self  and  his  associates.    Thus  your  lordships 

and  the   purpose  of  it  was  to  keep  a  controul  see,  that  he  appointed  an  improper  person  to 

upon   the    reduced   expenses  of  the  sixteen  the  trust  without  any  controul ;  and  that  the 

hicks,   which  were  ordered  in  the  manner  I  very  accounts,  which  were  to  be  the  guardians 

mentioned.      Your  lordships    will   naturally  of  his  purity,  and  which  were  to  remove  sus- 

imagine,  that  that  controul  was  kept  safe ;  no,  picion  from  him,  he  never  so  much  as  directed 

here  is  the  order  of  tlie  directors,  and  you  or  ordered.    If  any  one  can  doubt,  that  thai 

will  see  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  it.  transaction  was  in  itself  corrupt,  I  can  only 

'*As  the  disbursements  of  the  sums  allotted  say,  that  his  mind  must  be  constituted  in  a 

to  the  nabob  for  the  maintenance  of  his  house-  manner  totally  different  from  that,  which  pre- 

hold,  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his  dignity,  vails  in  any  of  the  higher  or  lower  branches 

will  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  minister,  of  judicature  in  any  country  in  the  world. 

who  shall  be  selected  by  you,  conformable  to  The  suppression  of  an  account  is  a  proof  of 

our  preceding  orders,  we  expect,  that  you  will  corruption. 

require  such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  When  Mr.  Hastings  committed  these  acts 

your  board  a  regular  and  exact  account  of  the  of  violence  against  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn, 

application  of  the  several  sums  paid  by  the  when  he  proceeded  to  make  arrangements  in 

company  to  the  nabob.    This  you  will  strictly  the  company's  affairs  of  the  same  kind  wiili 

examine;  and  we  trust,  that  you  will  not  suffer  those,  in  which  corruption  had  been  before 

any  part  of  the  nabob's  stipend  to  be  appro-  exercised,  he  was  bound  by  a  particular  re* 

priated  to  the  minister's  own  use,  or  wasted  sponsibitity,  that  there  should  be  nothing  mys« 

among  the   unnecessary  dependants    of  the  terious  in  his  own  conduct ;  and  that  at  least 

court ;  but,  that  the  whole  amount  bo  applied  to  all  the  accounts  should  be  well  kept.    He  ap- 

ibe  purposes,  fur  which  it  was  assigned  by  us."  pointed  a  person  nominally  for  that  situation, 

due  would  have  imagined,  that  aAer  Mr.  namely,  the  rajah  Goordass.    Who  was  he  ? 

Hastings  had  made  so  suspicious  an  arrange-  A  person  acting,  he  says,  under  tho  influence 

ment  (I  will  not  call  it  by  any  worse  name)  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  whom  he  had  declared 

he  would  have  removed  all  suspicion  with  re-  was  not  fit  to  be  employed  or  trusted ;  all  the 

gard  to  money ;  that  he  would  have  obeyed  the  offices  were  filled  by  him.  But  had  rajah  Goor> 

oonipany  by  constituting  the  controul,  which  dass,  whose  character  is  that  of  an  excelleni 

they  had  ordered  to  be  pUced  over  a  man,  even  man,  against  whom  there  codd  lie  no  reason* 

t  fit  man,  and  a  man  worthy  of  the  trust  com-  able  objection  on  account  of  his  personal  cha> 

■ittad  to  him.    But  what  ii  his  answer,' wheo  rmcter;  and  whose  want  of  talents  vras  to  be 
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nipplied  b]r  Uioee  of  Nundcomar ;  (and  of  ku  knowing  all  the  resources,  by  which 
pajts  Mr.  Hastings  spoke  as  highly  as  poaai-  emolument  may  be  mode,  and  ooooealcd,  ai 
bio)  hod  he,  I  say,  the  management  ?  No ;  which,  under  pretences  of  public  good,  Hif 
out  Murmy  Begum.  Did  she  keep  any  ao-  be  transferred  into  the  pocket  of  him,  «!§ 
counts?  No;  Mr.  Hastings  was  ordered,  uses  those  pretences.  He  is  resolrad,  if  hi 
and  a  yery  disagreeable  and  har^  order  it  was,  is  innocent,  that  his  innocence  shall  not  pp^ 
to  take  away  one  half  of  the  nabob's  allowance,  ceed  from  ignorance.  He  well  knows  Ac 
which  he  had  by  treaty.  I  do  not  charge  Mr.  ways  of  falsifying  the  company's  accounts;  hi 
Hastings  with  this  reduction ;  he  had  nothing  well  knows  the  necessities  of  the  natiTea,  mA 
to  do  with  that. »  Sixteen  locks  wero  cut  off*,  he  knows,  that  by  paying  a  part  of  their  dm^ 
and  sixteen  left ;  these  two  sums  had  been  they  will  be  ready  to  give  an  acquittance  dT 
distributed,  one  for  the  support  of  the  seraglio,  the  whole.  These  are  parts  of  Mr.  Haatii^pA 
and  the  dignity  of  the  state  ;  the  other  for  the  knowledge,  of  which  your  lordships  wiB  m 
court  establishment,  and  the  household.  The  he  also  well  knows  how  to  avail  hinvelf. 
sixteen  lacks,  which  was  left,  therefore,  reqtii-  But,  you  would  expect,  when  he 
red  to  be  oeconomized,  and  well  administered,  the  allowance  to  sixteen  lacks,  and  took 
There  was  a  rigour  in  the  company's  order  re*  to  himself  as  if  he  had  done  the  thing, 
lative  to  it,  which  was,  that  it  should  take  he  professed,  and  hod  argtied  from  his 
place  from  an  antedated  time,  that  is,  a  whole  and  cruelty  his  strict  and  literal  obedieneali 
year  prior  to  the  communication  of  their  order  the  company,  that  he  had  in  reality  done  iL 
to  the  nabob.  The  order  was,  that  the  nabob's  The  very  reverse ;  for  it  will  be  in  proof,  thl^ 
stipend  should  be  reduced  to  sixteen  ladu  a  after  he  had  pretended  to  reduce  the  compaaj^ 
year  from  the  month  of  January.  Mr.  Hastings  allowance,  he  continued  it  a  twelve-oosA 
makes  this  reflection  upon  it,  in  order  b  leave  from  the  day,  in  which  he  said  he  had  entjrdr 
no  doubt  upon  your  mind  of  his  integrity  in  executed  it,  to  the  amount  of  ^.90,000,  iM 
administering  that  great  trust ;  he  says :  entered  a  false  account  of  the  suppresstos  fei 

"Your  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  nabob's  the  company's  accounts;  and  when  he  hm 
stipend  was  communicated  to  him  in  the  month  taken  a  credit,  as  under  pretence  of  redoca^ 
of  December  1771.  Ho  remonstrated  against  that  allowance,  he  paid  £.90,000  more  ihMI 
it,  and  desired  it  might  be  again  referred  to  he  ought.  Can  you  then  have  a  doubt,  aflv 
the  company.  The  board  entirely  acquiesced  all  these  false  pretences,  after  all  this  fiM^ 
in  his  remonstrance,  and  tlie  subsequent  pay-  fabrication  and  suppression,  which  he  mah 
ments  of  his  stipend  were  paid  as  before.  I  use  of,  that  that  i>  .90,000,  of  which  he  kept  m 
might  easily  have  availed  myself  of  this  plea,  account,  and  tninsmittcd  no  account,  wis 
I  might  have  treated  it  as  an  act  of  the  past  money  given  to  himself  for  his  own  prtvali 
government,  with  which  I  had  no  cause  to     use  and  advantage  ? 

interfere,  and  joined  in  asserting  tlie  impossi-  This  is  all,  that  I  think  necessary  to  sttfs 
bility  of  his  defraying  the  vast  expense  of  his  to  your  lordships  upon  this  monstrous  part  of 
court  and  household  without  it,  which  I  could  the  arrangement ;  and  therefore,  fmn  his  riso* 
have  proved  by  plausible  arguments,  drawn  rous  obedience  in  cases  of  cruelty,  and  wbeis 
from  the  actual  amount  of  nizamut  and  behla  controul  was  directed,  from  his  total  disobc* 
establishments  ;  and  both  Uie  nabob  and  bogum  dience,  and  from  his  choice  of  persons,  (ha 
woukl  have  liberally  purchased  my  forbearance,  his  suppression  of  the  accounts,  that  ought  to 
Instead  of  pursuing  this  plan,  I  carried  your  have  been  produced ;  and  falsifying  the  ae- 
orders  rigidly  and  literally  into  execution.  I  counts,  that  were  kept,  there  arises  a  strasf 
undertook  myself  the  laborious  and  reproachftil  inference  of  corruption.  When  your  lordafaut 
task  of  limiting  his  charges,  from  an  excess  of  see  all  this  in  proof,  your  lordships  wiU  Mi> 
his  former  stipend,  to  the  sum  of  his  reduced  tify  me  in  saymg,  that  there  never  vras  (tab* 
allowance."  ing  every  part  of  the  arrangement)  such  i 

He  says,  in  another  place,  drect  open  violation  of  any  trust    I  shall  say 

"  The  stoppage  of  the  king's  tribute  was  an  no  more  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
act  of  mine.j  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦    for  the  remainder."     Munny  Begum. 

My  lords,  I  believe  it  is  a  singular  thing  and  My  lords,  here  ended  the  first  scene,  and 
what  your  lordships  have  been  very  little  tised  here  ends  that  body  of  presumption  arisow 
to,  to  see  a  man  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Ha»>  from  the  transaction,  and  inherent  in  it.  My 
*ings,  or  in  any  situation  like  it,  so  ready  in     lords,  the  next  scene,  that  I  am   to  briqg 

before  you,  is  the  positive  proof  of  eomiptioQ 
t  Document  not  found.  in  this  tranNunlon,  in  which  I  am  sore,  v«s 
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tinmij  see,  that  corruption  must  exist.    The  any  question  of  mere  curiosity.    I  am  will- 

diarge  was  brought  by  a  person  in  the  highest  ing,  however,  to  inibrm  the  goveniour^general, 

tnist  and  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings,  a  that  though  I  was  totally  unacquainted  with 

{person  employed  in  the  management  of  the  the  contents  of  the  paper  I  have  now  delivered 

iriiote  transaction ;  a  person,  to  whom  the  in  to  the  board,  till  1  heard  it  read,  I  did 

■Mnagcraent,  subordinate  to  Munny  Begum,  apprehend  in  general,  that  it  contained  some 

if  all  the  pecuniary  transac'.ions,  and  all  the  <^arge  against  him.    It  was  this  apprehension, 

arrangements  made  upon  that  occasion,  was  that  made  me  so  particularly  cautious  in  the 

Utrusted.  manner  of  receiving  the  rajah's  letter.    I  was 

On  the  1 1  til  day  of  March  1775,  Nundcomar  not  acquainted  with  rajah  Nundcomar's  inten- 

fires  to  Mr.  Francis,  a  member  of  the  council,  tion  of  bringing  in  such  charges  as  are  men- 

a  diarge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  consisting  of  taoned  in  the  letter. 

two  parts.    The  first  of  these  charges  was  a  *'  Warren  Hastings.— J.  Clavering.— Geo. 

vast  number  of  corrupt  dealings,  with  respect  Monson.— P.  Francis/' 

lo  which  he  was  the  informer,  not  the  witness,  Now  what  the  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings  and 

but  to  which  he  indicated  the  modes  ofinquiry  the  council  was  upon  receiving  such  informa- 

•nd  they  are  corrupt  dealings,  as  Mr.  Has-  tion,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lord- 

tings  himself  stales  them,  amounting  to  mil-  ships  from  the  company's  orders :  but.  before 

fioDS  of  rupees ;  and  in  transactions,  every  one  I  read  them,  I  must  observe,  that  in  pursuance 

cT  which  implies  in  it  the  strongest  degree  of  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  was  supposed 

corruption.  to  be  made  upon  account  of  the   neglect  of 

The  next  part  was  of  those,  to  which  he  the  company,  as  well  as  the  neglects  of 
was  not  only  an  informer  but  a  witness,  in  their  servants,  and  for  which  general  neglects 
having  been  the  person,  who  himself  trans-  responsibility  was  fixed  upcxi  the  company  for 
Mittcd  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  the  future,  while  for  the  present  their  authoi^ 
agents  of  Mr.  Hastings;  and  accordingly  upon  ity  was  suspended,  and  a  parliamentary  com- 
mis  part,  which  is  the  only  part  we  charge,  his  mission  sent  out  to  regulate  their  affairs,  the 
aridence  is  clear  and  fiill,  that  he  gave  the  company  did,  upon  that  occasion,  send  out  a 
■oney  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  he  and  the  begum  general  code  and  body  of  instructions  to  be 
(lor  I  put  them  together).  He  states,  that  Mr.  observed  by  their  servants;  in  the  S5th  para- 
Hastings  received  for  the  appointment  of  graph  of  which  it  is  said, 
Mi*nny  Begum  to  the  rajahship  two  lacks  of  "  We  direct,  that  you  immediately  cause 
rU)«jes,  or  about  ^.22/XX):  and  that  he  received  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  op- 
la  another  gross  sum  one  lack  and  an  half  of  pressions,  which  may  have  been  committed 
rupees,  in  all  making  three  lacks  and  an  half,  either  against  the  natives,  or  Europeans;  and 
or  about  £36,000.  This  charge  was  signed  into  all  abuses,  that  may  have  prevailed  in 
by  the  man,  and  accompanied  with  the  ac-  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of 
count.  the  civil  government  of  the  presidency ;  and 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  that  day,  made  no  reflec-  that  you  communicate  to  us  all  information, 

tion  or  observation  whatever  upon  this  charge,  which  you  msy  be  able  to  learn  relative  there- 

ezcept  that  ho  attempted  to  excite  some  sus-  to,  or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of 

gicion,  Uiat  Mr.  Francis,  who  had  produced  the  company's  money." 
:,  was  concerned  in  the  charge,  and  was  the  Tour  lordships  see  here,  that  there  is  a 
principal  mover  in  it.  Ho  asks  Mr.  Francis  direct  duty  fixed  upon  them  to  forward,  tc 
that  day  this  question:  promote,  to  set  on  foot,  without  exception  of 
"  The  govemour-general  observes,  as  Mr.  any  persons  whatever,  an  inquiry  into  all  man- 
Francis  has  been  pleased  to  inform  the  board,  ner  of  corruption,  peculation,  and  oppression. 
fhat  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of  Therefore  this  charge  of  Nundcomar's  was 
die  letter  sent  in  to  the  board  by  Nundcomar,  a  case  exactly  within  the  company's  orders ; 
dmt  he  thinks  himself  justified  in  carrying  such  a  change  was  not  sought  out,  but  was 
bla  curiosity  further  than  he  should  have  per-  actually  laid  before  them ;  but  if  it  had  not 
Biitted  himself  without  such  a  previous  inti  been  actually  laid  before  them ;  if  they  had 
■ation ;  and  therefore  begs  leave  to  ask  Mr.  any  reason  to  suspect,  that  such  corruptions 
PVancis,  whether  he  was,  before  this,  acquaint-  ezuted,  they  were  bound  by  this  order  to 
cd  with  Nundcomar's  inten'Ion  of  bringing  make  an  active  inquiry  into  them.  Upon  that 
90th  charges  against  him  before  the  board  ?  day  (llth  March  1775)  nothing  further  passed ; 
'*  Mr.  Francis. — ^As  a  member  of  this  coun-  and,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  charge, 
til,  I  do  not  deem  myself  obliged  to  answer  as  &r  at  we  find,  might  have  stood  upon  the 
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reccMtls  for    ever,   without  his   making  the  was  trttrj  meant  of  coflatioo- 

•nalleat  obeenration  upon  it,  or  taking  any  of  compariaon— every    means   of 

one  step   to  dear  hit  own  character.    But  amining— every   meant  of  cootroal.    There 

Nundcomar   waa   not  to  inattenlive  to   hit  wts  every  way  of  si  (ling  evidence,  in  which 

duties  as  an  accuser,  as  Mr.  Hastings  was  evidence  could  be  sifYed.    Eleven  witneans 

to  his  duties  as  an   inquirer  ;  for   witliout  a  to  the  transaction  are  referred  to;  all  the  pu^ 

moment's  delay,  upon  the  fint  board  day » two  ticulars  of  the  payment,  every  circumstance, 

days  afler,  Nundcomar  came  and  delivered  the  that  could  give  the  person  accused  the  ad- 

fbUowing  letter:  vantage  of  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  ae> 

**  I  h^  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  in  a  cusation,  were  specified.  General  accosatioiia 
Utter  of  the  11th  instant,  an  abstracted  but  may  be  treated  as  calumnies,  but  partieolar 
true  account  of  the  honourable  govemour  in  accusations,  like  these,  aSbrd  the  defendant, 
the  course  of  his  administration.  What  is  if  innocent,  every  possible  means  for  making 
there  written,  I  mean  not  the  least  to  alter ;  his  defence ;  therefore  the  very  making  no  d»- 
(ar  from  it.  I  have  the  strongest  written  fence  at  all  woukl  prove,  beyond  all  doubt,  a 
vouchers  to  produce  in  support  of  what  I  have  consciousness  of  guilt, 
advanced  :  and  I  wish  and  <  ntreat,  for  my  The  next  thing  for  your  lordships'  can- 
honour's  sake,  that  you  will  suSer  me  to  ap-  sideration  is  the  conduct  of  Mr.  IIastiq|i 
pear  before  you,  to  establish  the  fact  by  an  upon  this  occasion.  You  wodd  imagm, 
additional  incontestable  evidence."  that  he   woukl   have  treated  the  accusatioa 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  if  ever  there  with  a  cold  and  manly  disdain  :  that  he  wooU 

was  an  accuser,  that  appeared  well  and  with  have  challenged  and  defied  inquiry,  and  d»> 

weight  before  any  court,  it    was   this  man.  sired  to  see  his  accuser  face  to  fkce.    Thb 

He   does    not  shrink    from  his  charge  ;  he  is  what  any  man  would  do  in  such  a  situaiioa. 

offered  to  meet  the  person  he  charged,  face  to  I  can  conceive  very  well,  that  a  man  composed| 

&ce,  and  to  make  good  his  charge  by  his  own  firm,  and  collected  in  himself,  conscious  of  not 

evidence,  and  further  evidence,  that  he  shouU  only  integrity,  but  known  integrity :  consekoi 

produce.    Your  lordships  have  also  seen  the  of  a  whole  life  beyond  the  readi  of  suspicion: 

conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  first  day;  you  — that   a  man,  placed  in   such   a   situatiao, 

have    seen  his   acquiescence  under  it ;  you  might  oppose  general  character  to  general  Uh 

have   seen    the   suspicion   he    endeavoured  cusation,  and  stand  collected  in  himself,  poised 

to  raise.    Now,  before  I  proceed  to  what  Mr.  on  his  own  base,  and  defying  all  the  calunmiet 

Hastings  thought  of  it,  I  must  remark  upon  in  the  woild.    But  as  it  shows  a  great  and  if 

this  accusation,  that  it  is  a  specific  aocusap  a  proof  of  a  virtuous  mind  to  despise  calumny, 

tion,  coming  from  a  person  knowing  the  very  it  is  the  proof  of  a  guilty  mind  to  despise  a 

transaction,  and  known  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  specific  accusation,  when  made  before  a 

that  it  was  an  accusation  in  writing,  that  it  petent  authority,  and  with  competent 

was  an  accusation  with  a  signature,  that  it  to  prove  it.    As  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct 

was  an  accusation  with  a  person  to  make  it  what  no  man  living  expected,  I  will  veotore 

good,  that  it  was  made  before  a  competent  to  say,  that  no  expression  can  do  it  justiee 

authority,  and  made  belere  an  authority  bound  but  his  own.    Upon  reading  the  letter,  and  a 

to  inquire  into  such  accusation.     When  ho  motion  being  made,  that  rajah  Nundcomar  ba 

oomes  to  produce  his  evidence,  he  telU  you,  brought  before  the  board  to  prove  the  duurga 

first,  the  sums  of  money  given,  the  species,  in  against  the  govemour-general : 

which   they   were   given,  the   very  bags,  in  The  govemour  general  enters  the  fbnowiaf 

which  they  were  put,  the  exchange,  that  was  minute  ;— 

made    by    reducing   them    to   the   standard  **  Before  the  question  is  put,  I  declare,  dial 

money  of  the  country ;  he  names  all  tlie  per-  I  will  not  suffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  befim 

sons,  through  whose  hands  the  whole  trans-  the  board  as  my  accuser.    I  know  what  b*- 

action  went,  eight  in  number,  besides  himself,  longs  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  firti 

Munny  Begum,  and  Ooordass,  being  eleven,  member  of  this  adminuUntion.     I  will  nol 

all  referred  to  in  this  transaction.    I  do  be-  sit  at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a  crimi- 

tieve,  that,  since  tlie  beginning  of  the  work!,  nal,  nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  members  of 

there  never  was  an  accusation,  which  was  this  board  to  be  my  judges.    I  am  reduced 

more   deserving   of  inquiry,  because   there  on  this  occasion  to  make  the  declaration,  thai 

never  was  an  accusation,  which  put  a  false  I  look  upon  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Moo* 

Boeuser  in  a  worse  situation,  and  that  put  son,  andMr.  Francis,  as  my  accusers.    I  euh 

m  honeat  defendant  in  a  better;  for  there  notprovethisin  the  dirw:t  letter  of  ihe  law.  km 
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to  my  conscience  I  regard  them  as  such,  and  of  this  Stale  to  make  himself  the  carrier  of  « 

I  wiU  giye  my  reasons  for  it.    On   their  ar-  letter,  which  would  have  been  mucli  more 

rind  at  this  place,  and  on  the  first  (ixmatioa  properly  committed  to  the  hands  of  a  peon  or 

of  the  council,  they  thought  proper  to  take  hircarra,  or  delivered  by  the  writer  of  it  to 

immediate  and  decisive  measures,  in  contra-  the  secretary  himself. 
4iction,andfortherepealofthoee,  which  were        **Mt.  Francb  has  admowledged,  that  he 

ibrmed  by  me  in  conjunction  with  the  last  ad-  apprehended  in   general,  that  it   contained 

ministration.    I  appealed  to  the  court  of  di-  some  charge  against  me.    If  the  charge  was 

rectors  from  their  acts.    Many  subsequent  &be  it  was  a  libel ;  it  might  have  been  fabe 

letters  have  been  transmitted  both  by  them  for  any  thing  that  Mr.  Francis  couU  know  to 

•nd  me  to   the  court  of  directors.    By  me,  the  contrary,  since  he  was  unacquainted  with 

ID  protestation  against  their  conduct ;  by  them  the  contents  of  it.    In  this  instance  therefore 

in  justification  of  it.    Quitting  this  ground,  he  incurred  the  hazard  of  presenting  a  libel  to 

they  since  appear  to  me  to  have  choeen  other  the  board;  this  was  not  a  duty  belonging  to 

modes  of  attack,  apparently  calculated  to  di-  his  office  as  a  counciUour  of  this  State.    I 

vert  my  attention,  and  to  wiCidraw  that  of  the  must  further  inform  the  board,  that  I  have 

public  from  the  subject  of  our  first  differences,  been  kmg  since  acquainted  with  Nundcomar* 

which  regarded  only  the  measures,  that  were  intentions  of  making  this  attack  upon  me. 

necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service  ;  to  at-  Happily  Nundcomar,  among  whose  talents  for 

lacks  directly  and  personally  levelled  at  me  intrigue  that  of  secrecy  is  not  the  first,  has  been 

for  matters,  which  tend  to  draw  a  personal  ever  too  ready  to  make  the  first  publication  of 

and  popular  odium  upon  me :  and  fit  instru-  bis  own  intentions.    I  was  shown  a  paper 

ments  they  have  found  for  their  purpose,  Mr.  containing    many   accusations    against    me, 

Joseph  Fowlce,  Mahrajah  Nundcomar,  Roop-  which  I  was  tokl  was  carried  by  Nundcomar 

narain  Chowdry,  and  the  ranny  of  Burdwan.  to  Colonel  Monson,  and  that  he  himself  was 

"It  appears  incontestably  upon  the  records  employed  for  some  hours  in  private  with  Cok^ 

that  the    charges,  preferred   by  tlie   ranny  nel  Monson,  explaining  the  nature  of  those 

against  me,  proceeded  from  the  office  of  Mr.  charges. 

Fowke ;  all  the  papers,  transmitted  by  her,         **  I  mention  only  what  I  was  toM ;  but  as 

came  in    their  original  form  written  in  the  the  rest  of  the  report,  which  was  made  to  me, 

English  language,  some  with  Persian  papen,  corresponds  exactly  with  what  has  happened 

«f  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  transia-  since,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  acquitted  to  my 

tions,  but  all  strongly  marked  with  the  charac-  superiours  and  to  the  work!  in  having  given  to 

ter  and  idiom  of  the   English  laneuage.    I  much  credit  to  it,  as  to  bring  the  circumstance 

applied  on  Saturday  last  for  Persian  origi-  upon  record.     I   cannot  recollect  the  precise 

tab  of  some  of  the  papers,  sent  by  her,  and  I  time,  in  which  thb  is  said  to  have  happened,! 

was  refused :  I   am  justified  in  declaring  my  but  I  believe  it  was  either  before  or  at  the 

6rm  belief,  that  no  such  originals  exist.  time  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Bute  and  Pacific. 

**  With  respect  to  Nundcomar's  accusa-  The  charge  has  since  undergone  some  altera- 


tions, they   were   delivered  by  the  hands  of  tion ;  but  of  the  copy  of  the  paper,  which 

Mr.  Francis,  who  has  declared,  that  he  was  delievered    to   me,  containing    the   origina 

called  upon  by  rajah  Nundcomar,  as  a  duty  charge,  I  caused  a  translation  to  be  made 

belonging    to    his    office   as  a     councilkMir  when  suspecting  the  renewal  of  the  subject  ia 

of  this  State,  to  lay  the  packet,  which  con-  this  day's  consultation,  I  brought  it  with  roe, 

tained  them,  before  the  board.    That  he  con-  and  1  desire  it  may  be  recorded,  that  when  otv 

Osived,  that  he  could  not,  consistent  with  his  superiours,  or  the  world,  if  the  world  is  to  be 

doty,  refuse  such  a  letter  at  the  instance  of  a  made  the  judge  of  my  conduct,  shall  be  poe- 

person  of  the  rajah's  rank,  and  did  according-  sessed  of  these  materials,  they  may,  by  coro- 

ly  receive  it,  and  laid  it  before  the  board ;  de-  paring  the  supposed  original  and  amended  list 

darin<;  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  unao-  of  accusations  preferred  against  me  by  Nimd- 

quainted  with  the  contents  of  it.    1  believe,  comar,  judge  how  far  I  am  justified   in  the 

(ftiat  the  court  of  directors,  and  those,  to  whom  credit,  which  I  give  to  the  reports  above  men- 

Iheee  proceedings  shall  be  made  known,  will  tinned.     I  do  not  mean  to  infer  from  what  I 

think  differently  of  this  action  of  Mr.  Fran-  have  said,  that  it  makes  any  alteration  in  the 

da:  that  Nundcomar  was  guilty  of  great  in-  nature  of  the  charges,  whether  they  were 

■olence  and  disrespect  in  the  demand,  which  delivered    immediately    fitmi    my  oetemiblo 

We  made  of  Mr.  Francis ;  and  that  it  was  not  accusers,  or  whether  they  came  to  the  boaid 

1  duty  belonging  to  the  office  of  a  councillour  through  the  chanoel  of  patronage  j  but  it  if 
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idBcient  to  authorize  the  conviction,  which  I  common  sense  in  it ;  you  see  one 
feel  in  my  own  mind,  that  those  gentlemen  are  principle  in  it,  that  be  does  not  once  attempt 
parties  in  the  accusations,  of  which  they  assert  to  deny  the  charge  ;  he  attempu  to  nliiy  the 
the  right  of  being  the  judges.  From  the  first  witness,  he  attempts  to  vilify  those  he  supposes 
commencement  of  this  i^ministration  eveiy  to  be  his  accusers,  he  attempu  to  vilify  lbs 
means  have  been  tried  both  to  deprive  me  of  council ;  he  lags  upon  the  accusation,  he  mtus 
the  legal  authority,  with  which  I  have  been  it  with  other  accusations,  which  had  noChing 
trusted,  and  to  proclaim  the  annihilation  of  it  to  do  with  it,  and  out  of  the  whole  be  coUecM 
to  the  world  ;  but  no  instance  has  yet  appeared  a  resolution,  to  do  what  ?  to  meet  his  adrei^ 
of  this  in  so  extraordinary  a  degree  as  in  the  sary  and  defy  him?  No,  that  he  will  not  sufler 
4|uestion  now  before  the  beard.  The  chief  of  him  to  appear  before  him :  he  sa3rs, "  1  will  nol 
the  administration,  your  superiour,  gentlemen,  sit  at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a  crimioal, 
appointed  by  the  legislature  itself,  shall  I  sit  nordolacknowledgethe  board  to  be  ray  judges.* 
at  this  board  to  be  arraigned  in  the  presence  of  He  was  not  called  upon  to  adrsowledge 
a  wretcli,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  one  of  the  them  to  be  his  judges ;  both  he  and  ihey  woe 
basest  of  mankind?  1  believe  1  need  not  men«  called  upon  to  inquire  into  all  oorruptioas 
tion  his  name  ;  but  it  is  Nundcomar.  Shall  I  without  exception  ;  it  was  his  duty  not  merely 
sit  here  to  hear  men  collected  firom  the  dregs  to  traverse  aixi  oppose  them,  wbik  inquiriag 
of  the  people  give  evidence,  at  his  dictating,  into  acts  of  corruption,  but  he  was  bound  to 
against  my  character  and  conduct?  I  will  not;  take  an  active  part  in  it ;  that  if  they  Inda 
you  may  if  you  please  form  yourselves  into  a  mind  to  let  such  a  thing  s.eep  upon  their  re- 
committee  for  the  investigation  of  these  mat-  cords,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  brought  fiirwud 
ters  in  any  manner,  which  you  may  think  the  inquiry.  They  were  not  hu  judges,  they 
proper;  but  I  will  repeat,  that  I  will  not  meet  were  not  his  accusers  ;  they  were  his  feUov 
Nundcomar  at  the  board,  nor  suSer  Nond-  labourers  in  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  covt 
comar  to  be  examined  at  Uie  board ;  nor  have  of  directors,  their  masters,  and  by  whidi  in- 
you  a  right  to  it,  oor  con  it  answer  any  other  quiry  he  might  be  purged  of  that  corruptioai 
purpose  than  that  of  vilifying  and  insulting  me  with  which  he  stood  charged, 
to  insist  upon  it.                                                       Ho  says,  Nundcomar  is  a  wretch,  wIkms 

^<  I  am  sorry  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  you  all  know  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind.   I 

deliver  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  so  impor-  believe  they  did  not  know  the  man  to  bet 

tant  a  nature  in  an    unpremeditated  minute  wretch  or  the  basest  of  mankind  ;  but  if  bs 

drawn  from  me  at  the  board,  which  I  should  was  a  wretch,  and  if  he  was  the  basest  of 

have  wished  to  have  had  leisure  and  retirement  mankind,  if  he    was  guilty  of  all  the  crimes, 

to  have  enabled  me  to  express  myself  with  that  with   whicli  we    charge   Mr.  Hastings  (ast 

degree   of  caution  and  exactness,  which  the  one  of  which  was  ever  proved  against  him,) 

subject  requires.      I  have  said   nothing  but  if  any  of  your   lordships  were  to  have  the 

what  I  believe,  and  am  morally  certain,  I  shall  misfortune  to  be  before  this  tribunal,  befan 

stand  justified  for  in  the  eyes  of  my  superiours  any  inquest  of  the  House  of  Commons,  a 

and  the  eyes  of  tlie  world ;  but  I  reserve  to  my-  any  other  inquest  of  this  nation,  wouM  yoff 

selftheliberty  of  adding  my  further  sent  imonts  not  say,  that  it  wras  the  greatest  possibk 

in  such  a  manner  and  form  as  I  shall  hereafter  advantage  to  you,  that  the   nan,  who  ao> 

judge  necessary.'*  cused  you,  was  a  miscreant,   the  vilest  and 

My  lorda,  you  see  here  the  picture  of  Nund-  basest  of  mankind,  by  the  conieasion  <^al 

comar  drawn  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself— you  the  world  ?   Do  mankind  really  then  thiolKi 

see  the  hurry,  the  passion,  the  precipitation,  that  to  be  accused  by  men  of  honour,  of 

the  confusion,  into  which  Mr.   Hastmgs  is  weight,  of  character,  upon  probnble  charges,  ii 

thrown  by  the  perplexity  of  detected  guilt—*  an  advantage  to  them,  and  that  to  be  acrassd 

you  see,  my  lords,  that  instead  of  defending  by  the  basest  of  mankind  is  a  disadvantage^ 

himself,  he  rails  at  his  accuser  in  the  most  No ;  give  me,  if  ever  I  am  to  have  accussn^ 

indocentlanguage,callinghima  wretch,  whom  miscreants,  as  he  calls  him — wretches,  te 

Ihey  all  knew  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind—  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind.    The  bond 

that  he  rails  at  the  council  by  attributing  their  (says  he)  are  my  accusers  ;  if  they  wera,  it 

eonduct  to  the  worst  of  motives ;  that  he  rails  was  their  duty ;  but  they  were  not  his  acciaefib 

at  every  body,  and  declares  the  accusation  to  but  were  inquiring  into  matters,  which  it  wif 

be  a  libel :  in  short  you  see  plainly,  that  the  equally  his  duty  to  inquire  into.      He  vraoM 

nan*s  head  is  turned.    You  see  there  is  not  a  not  saffer  Nundcomar  to  be   produced,  hi 

•ord  he  says  upon  this  occasion,  which  haa  *voukl  not  suffer  Nundcomar  to  be  *tr^mi«mti 
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•6  ntdier  suffered  sudi  in  accusation  to  stand     odious  than  the  crimes  be  attempts  to  corer, 
tfaiiist  his  name  and  character,  than  permit  far  he  hat  murdend  this  mnn  by  the  hands  q/ 
it  to  be  inquired  into.    £>o  I  want  any  other     Sir  Elijah  Impey  ;  and  if  his  counsel  should 
presumption  of  his  guilt  upon  such  an  occa-     be  unwise  enough  to  endeavour  to  detract  from 
lion,  than  such  a  conduct  as  this  ?   This  man,     the  credit  of  this  man  by  the  pretended  puniib* 
whom  he  calls  a  wretch,  the  basest  and  vilest     ment,  to  which  he  was  brought,  we  will  open 
of  mankind,  was  undoubtedly  by  himself,  in  the     that  dreadful  jrceuc  to  your  lordships ;  and  you 
records  of  the  company,  declared  to  be  ono  of     will  «te    (hit  )f   docs  not  detract  from  hif 
the  first  men  of  that  country,  every  thin?,  that     cifli'^,  ht^r  brin*^!  ^n  eternal  stain  and  diaho* 
a  subject  could  be,  a  person  illusb'ious  f*-  Uis.     nC'Ur  upon  the  juviicc  of  Great  Britain:  I  saj 
birtlt,  sacred  with  regard  to  his  cast,  o|Miioi  c     nothing;  furdicr  of  iu    As  he  stood  there,  as  he 
in  fortune,  eminent  in  situation,  who  had  liiicrfl     gavp  that  evid(>nce  that  day,  the  evidence  wm 
the  very  first  offices  m  that  country ;  and  iliat     to  be  received  ;  it  stands  good,  and  is  a  record 
ke  was,  added  to  all  this,  a  man  of  most  ac«     against  Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  addition,  that 
knowledged  talents,  and  of  such  a  superiourity     lic  would  not  suifer  it  to  be  examined.     He 
OS  mode  the  whole  people  of  Bengal  appear     twi\t^  at  bin  colleagues.      He  says,  if  the 
to  be  an  inferiour  race  of  beings  compared  to  cnarr-7  was  CaUo  they  were  guilty  of  a  libel. 
him  :  a  man,  whose  outward  appearance  and  No.     it  might  have  been  the  effect  *X  roc^pi- 
deraeanour  used  to  cause  reverence  and  awe,  racy,  it  might  be  punished  in  an'  iV.r  way  ; 
and  who  at  that  time,  was  near  seventy  years  but  if  it  was  false,  it  was  n*!  ii>»o!.    And  all 
of  age,  which,  wiiliout  any  other  title,  gene-  this   b  done  to  discountenaiiCf   irv-]i(ir/,  to 
rally  demands  respect  from  mankind.      And  bring  odium  upon  his  colleagues  lor  doing 
yet  this  man  he  calls  the  basest  of  mankind,  a  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  that  inquiry,  which 
name,  which  no  man  is  entided  to  call  another  could  alone  clear  his  character.    Mr.  Hastingt 
till  he  has  proved  something  to  justify  him  in  had  himself  forgotten  the  character,  which  ho 
■o  doinv  ;  and  notwithstanding  his  opulence,  had  given  of  Nundcomar ;  but  he  says,  that 
bis  high  rank,  station  and  birth,  he  despises  his  colleagues  were  perfectly  well  acquainted 
him  and  will  not  suffer  him  to  be  heard  as  an  with  him,  and  know,  tliat  he  was  a  wretch, 
accuser  before  him.      I  will  venture  to  say,  the  basest  of  mankind, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  in  so  doing,  whether  elo-  But  before  I  read  to  you  the  character, 
rated  by  philosoiihy,  or  inflated  by  pride,  is  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  of  him  when  he  re* 
■ot  like  the  rest  of  mankind.    We  do  know,  commended  him  to  the  presidency  (to  succeed 
that  in  all  accusations  a  great  part  of  their  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,)  I  am  to  let  your  lord- 
weight  and  authority  comes  from  the  charao-  ships  understand  fiilly  the  purpose,  for  which 
ter,  the  situation,  the  name,  the  description,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  it.     Upon  that  occasion 
the  office,  the  dignity  of  the  persons,  who  all  the  council,  whom  he  stated  to  lie  under 
bring  them — mankind  are  so  mode — we  can^  suspicion  of  being  bought  by  Mahomed  Reza 
not  resist  this  prejudice  ;  and  it  bos  weight,  Khan,  all  those  persons  with  one  voice  cried 
and  ever  will  have  primA  facie  weight,  in  all  out  against  Nundcomar ;  and  as  Mr.  Hastings 
the  tribunals  in  the  world.    If,  therefore,  rajah  was  known  to  be  of  the  faction  the  most  oppo- 
Nundcomar  was  a  man,  who  (it  is  not  do-  site  to  Nundcomar,  they  charged  him  with  di- 
grading  to  your  lordships  to  ^eay)  was  equal  rect  inconsistency  in  raising  Nundcomar  fo  that 
in  rank,  according  to  the  idea  of  his  country,  exalted  trust;  a  charge,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
to  any  peer  in  this  House,  as  sacred  as  a  could  not  repel  any  other  way  than  by  defend- 
bishop,  of  as  much  gravity  aiid  authority  as  n  ing  Nundcomar.    The  weight  of  their  objoc- 
juage,  and  who  was  prime  minister  in  the  tions  chiefly  lay  to  Nundcomar*s  political  cha- 
country,  in  which  he  lived  ;  with  what  fkco  rocter  ;  his  moral  character  was  not  discussed 
eon  Mr.  Hastings  call  this  man  a  wretch,  and  in  that  proceeding.    Mr.  Hastings  says, 
■ay,  that  he  will  not  suffer  him  to  bo  brought        '*  The  president  does  not  take  upon  htm  to 
e  him.     If  indeed,  joined  with  such  cir-  vindicate  the  moral  character  of  Nundcomar ; 
tances,  the  accuser  be  a  person  of  bod  his  tentiments  of  this  roan's  former  political 
,  then  1  admit  those  bad  morals  take  conduct  are  not  unknown  to  the  court  oT  di* 
away  from  their  weight ;  but,  for  a  proof  of  rectors,  who,  he  is  persuaded,  will  be  mora 
tbnt,  you  must  have  some  other  grounds  than  inclined  to  attribute  his  present  countenonon 
tile  charges  and  the  railing  of  the  culprit  of  him  to  motives  of  zeol  and  fidelity  to  tho 
against  him.  service,  in  repugnance  perhaps  to  his  own  in* 
1  might  say,  that  this  passion  is  a  proof  of  clinations,   than  to  any  predilection  in  hif 
is  guilt,  and  thee  is  on  action,  which  is  more  favour.    He  is  very  well  acquainted  with  mool 
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of  the  fafCU  alluded  to  in  the  mmirte  of  the  Moomo,  coald  Mr.  Prancii  know,  ikat  fhif 
qnjority,  harmg  been  a  principal  instnaneat  man  of  whom  Mr.  Hilingi  had  fifva  thai 
in  detecting  them  ;  nerertheleai  he  thinks  k  exalted  character  upon  the  recorda  of  cheomi- 
but  justice  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  puiy>  was  the  basest  and  nlest  ofmaakiad? 
TioUtion  of  a  trust  and  an  odeoee  cnmmitted  No,  tney  oo^  to  have  esteemed  him  the  om- 
against  our  gofemmeot  bj  a  man,  who  owed  it  trary ;  thej  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  raakf 
no  allegiance,  nor  was  indebted  to  it  for  proCeo-  thej  knew  him  to  be  a  man  perhaps  of  the  firal 
tion,  iMt,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  minister  capacity  in  the  wocid  ;  and  they  knew,  thti 
and  actual  servant  of  a  master,  whose  interest  Mr.  Hastings  had  giren  this  honooraUe  tea- 
oaturally  suggested  that  kind  of  policy,  which  timony  of  him  on  the  records  of  therorapaay 
sought  by  foreign  aids,  and  the  diminution  of  but  a  Tery  Uttle  time  before  ;  and  there  was 
the  power  of  the  company,  to  raise  his  own  no  reason  why  they  »houkl  think  or  know,  as 
consequence,  and  to  re-establish  bis  authority,  he  expresses  it,  that  be  was  the  basest  and 
He  has  never  been  charged  with  any  instance  vilest  of  mankind.  From  the  account  there- 
of infidelity  to  the  nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  the  fore  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  he  was  a  pefsoa 
constant  tenour  of  whose  politics,  from  his  competent  to  accuse,  a  wimess  fit  to  be  heard^ 
first  accession  to  the  nizamut  till  his  death,  and  that  is  all  I  contend  for.  Mr.  Hmtiags 
corresponded  in  all  pebts  so  exactly  with  the  would  not  hear  him,  he  would  not  sitfcr  lbs 
artifices,  which  were  detected  b  his  minister,  charge  he  had  produced  to  be  examined  inlow 
that  they  may  be  as  fairly  ascribed  to  the  one  It  has  been  shown  to  your  lordships,  thai 
as  to  the  other  ;  their  immediate  object  was  Mr.  Hastings  employed  Nundcomar  to  inquire 
beyond  question  the  aggrandizement  of  the  for^  into  the  conduct,  and  to  be  the  principal  mu^ 
mer,  though  the  latter  had  ultimately  an  equal  ager  of  a  prosecution  against  Mahomed  Re- 
interest  in  their  success.  The  opinion,  which  za  Kh&n.  Will  you  sv^er  this  man  to  quali- 
the  nabob  himself  entertained  of  the  services  fy  and  disqualify  witnesses  and  prosecutors 
aixl  of  the  fidelity  of  Nundcomar,  evidently  agreeably  to  the  purposes,  which  his  own  ven- 
appeared  in  the  dutinguished  marks,  which  geance  siid  corruption  may  dictate  in  one  ease, 
he  continued  to  show  him,  of  his  fiivour  and  and  which  the  defence  of  those  oorruptioas 
confidence  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  life.  may  dictate  in  another.    Was  Nundoonar 

**  His  conduct  in  the  succeeding  adminis-  a  person  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  greatest  and 
tration  appears  ixK  only  to  have  been  dictated  most  sacred  trusts  in  the  country,  and  yet  not 
by  the  same  principles,  but  if  we  may  be  al-  fit  to  be  a  witness  to  the  sums  of  money, 
lowed  lo  speak  favourably  of  any  measures,  which  he  paid  Mr.  Hastings  for  those  trasut 
which  opposed  the  view^  of  our  own  govern-  Was  Nundcomar  a  fit  witness  to  be  employ- 
ment, and  aimed  at  the  support  of  an  adverse  ed,  and  a  fit  person  to  be  used  in  the  proseco- 
interest,  surely  it  was  not  only  not  culpable,  tion  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  and  yet  not 
but  even  praiseworthy.  He  endeavoured,  as  fit  to  be  employed  against  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
appears  by  the  abstracts  before  us,  to  give  coo-  himself  had  employed  him  in  the  very  prose- 
sequence  to  his  master,  and  to  pave  the  way  cution  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khin  1 
to  his  independence,  by  obtaining  a  firmaun  If  Nundcomar  was  an  enemy  lo  Mr.  Has- 
from  ilie  king  for  his  appointment  to  the  sou-  tings,  he  was  an  enemy  to  Mahomed  Reza 
bahship;  and  he  opposed  the  promotion  of  Khdn;  and  Mr.  Hastings  empioyed  him,  avow- 
Mahomed  Reza  Khin,  because  he  looked  upon  ediy  and  professedly  on  the  records  of  the  oooh 
it  as  a  supersession  of  the  rights  and  authority  pany ,  on  account  of  the  very  qualification  of  that 
of  the  nabob.  He  is  now  an  absolute  depen-  enmity.  Was  he  a  wretch,  the  basest  of  man- 
dant  and  subject  of  the  company,  on  whose  kind,  when  opposed  to  Mr.  Hastings?  Was 
Alvour  he  must  rest  all  his  hopes  of  future  ad-  he  not  as  much  a  wretch,  and  as  much  the 
vancement."  basest  of  mankind,  when  Mr.  Hastings  em- 

The  character  here  given  of  him  is  that  of  ployed  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  first  me- 
an excellent  patriot,  a  character,  which  all  gistrate,  and  Mahomedan  of  the  first  descent 
your  lordships  in  the  several  situations,  which  in  Asia?  Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  qualiiv 
you  enjoy,  or  to  which  you  may  be  called,  will  and  disqualify  men  at  his  pleasure:  he  nuil 
envy;  the  character  of  a  servant,  who  stuck  accept  them  such  as  they  are  ;  and  it  is  a  pr^ 
to  his  master  against  all  foreign  encroach-  sumption  of  his  guilt  accompanying  the  chargt 
Bients ;  who  stuck  to  him  to  the  last  hour  of  (which  I  never  will  separate  from  it)  that  hs 
his  life,  and  had  the  dying  testimony  of  his  would  not  suSIt  the  man  to  be  produced,  who 
master  to  his  services.  made  the  accusation.  And  I  therefore 
Coukl  Sir  John  Clavering,  could  Cobnel  tend,  that  as  the  accuss'lon  was  so 
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•0  witneMod,  so  detailed,  m  specific,  so  en-  innocence,  request  him  to  consider  a  little  bet- 

lared  upon  record ;  and  so  entered  upon  record  ter.     They  declare,  they  are  not  his  accusers ; 

Uk  consequence  of  the  inquiries  ordered  by  they  tell  him,  they  are  not  his  judges ;  that 

tho  company;  his  refusal  and   rejection  of  they  under  the  orders  of  the  company  are 

inquiry  into  it  is  a  presumption  of  his  ^ilt.  rowing  an  inquiry,  which  he  ought  to  make : 

He  is  full  of  his  idea  of  dignity.    It  is  right  he  declares  he  will  not  make  it.    Being  thus 

for  every  man  to  preserve  his  dignity.    There  driven  to  the  wall,  he  says,  Why  do  you  not 

.<«  a  dignity  of  station,  which  a  man  has  in  form  yourselves  into  a  committee  ?    I  won't 

trust  to  preserve ;  there  is  a  dignity  of  personal  saflfer  these  proceedings  to  go  on  as  long  as  I 

character,  which  every  man  by  being  made  am  present.  Mr.  Hastings  plainly  had  in  view, 

man  is  bound  to  preserve.    But  you  see,  Mr.  that,  if  the  proceedings  had  been  before  a  coon* 

Hastings's  idea  of  dignity  has  no  connection  mittee,  there  would  have  been  a  doubt  of  their 

with  integrity ;  it  has  no  connection  wilh  ho-  authenticity,  as  not  being  before   a  regular 

nest  fame ;  it  has  no  connection  with  the  repu-  board.     And  he  contended,  that  tltere  could 

lation,  which  he  is  bound  to  preserve.     What,  be  no  regular  board  without  his  own  presence 

my  lords,  did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  company,  in  it:  a  poor  miserable  scheme  for  eluding  this 

that  had  appointed  him?    Did  he  owe  nothing  inquiry ;  partly  by  saying,  that  it  was  carried 

to  the  legislature?     Did  ho  owe  nothing  to  on  when  he  was  not  present,  and  partly  by 

your  lordships,  and  to  Uie  House  of  Commons,  denying  tlie  authority  c^this  board, 

who  had  appointed  him  ?    Did  he  owe  nothing  I  wiU  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  great 

to  himself,   to  the  country,  that   bore  him?  question,  that  arose  upon  the  govemour-gene- 

Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  world,  as  to  its  ral's  resolution  to  dissolve  a  board,  whether 

opinion,  to  which  every  public  man  owes  a  re-  the  board  have  a  right  to  sit  afterwards ;  it  is 

putadon?      What  an  example  was  here  held  enough,  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  sufier 

out  to  the  company's  servants !  them  as  a  council  to  examine  into  what  as  a 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  this  may  come  into  a  council  they  were  bound   to  examine    uito. 

eourt  of  justice:  it  will  come  into  a  court  of  He  absolutely  declared  the  council  dissolved, 

justice ;  I  reserve  my  defence  on  the  occasion  when  they  did  not  accept  his  committ«e ;  for 

till  it  comes  into  a  eourt  of  justice,  and  here  I  which  they  had  many  good  reasons,  as  I  shall 

BM&e  ne  opposition  to  it.    To  this  I  answer,  show  in  reply,  if  necessary,  and  which  he 

that  the  company  did  not  order  him  so  to  ro-  could  have  no  one  good  reason  for  proposing — 

serve  himself;  but  ordered  him  to  be  an  in-  he  then  declares  the  council  dissolved.    The 

quirer  into  those  things.     Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  council,  who  did  not  think  Mr.  Hastings  had 

taught  to  the  inferiour  servants  of  the  company,  a  power  to  dissolve  them,  while  proceeding  in 

that  provided  they  can  escape  out  of  a  court  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  went  on  as  a  coun- 

oT  justice  by  the  back  doors  and  sally-ports  cil:  they  called  in  Nundcomar  to  support  his 

of  the  law,  by  arti/ice  of  pleading,  by  those  charge  ;  Mr.  Hastings  withdrew.    Nundcomar 

strict  and  rigorous  rules  of  evidence,  which  was  asked,  what  he  had  to  say  further  in  sui^ 

have  been  established  for  the  pr.itection  of  in-  port  of  his  own  evidence.     Upon  which  he 

nocence,  but  which  by  them  mi^'lit  he  Itimed  to  produces  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum,  the 

the  protection  and  support  ofguilt;Lrid  that  such  dancing  girl,  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in  which 

ar  escape  is  enough  for  ihcm  ?    That  an  OU  she  gives  him  directions  and  instructions  rela- 

Bailey  acquittal  is  enough  to  establish  a  fitness  tive  to  his  conduct  in  every  part  of  those  bribes ; 

lor  trust ;  and  if  a  man  shall  go  acquitted  out  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  corrupt  agreement 

of  such  a  court,  because  the  judges  are  bound  for  her  office  was  made  with  Mr.  Hastings 

to  acquit  him  against  the  conviction  of  their  through  Nundcomar,  before  he  had  quitteo 

own  opinion,  when  every  man  in  the  market-  Calcutta:  it  points  out  the  execution  of  it,  ana 

place  knows,  that  he  is  guilty — that  he  is  fit  the  manner,  in  which  every  part  of  the  sum 

for  a  tnixt  ?    Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  held  out  to  was  paid ;  one  lack  by  herself  in  Calcutta ;  one 

■ervants  of  the  company,  that  upon  the  first  in-  lack,  which  she  ordered  Nundcomar  to  borrow, 

quiry,  which  is  made  into  corruption,  and  that  and  which  he  did  borrow ;  and  a  lack  and  an 

in  the  highest  trust,  by  the  persons  authorized  haM^  which  were  given  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings, 

H>  inquire  into  it,  he  uses  all  the  powers  of  besides  this  purchase  money,  under  colour  of 

diat  trust  to  quash  it;  vilifying  his  colleagues,  an  entertainment.    This  letter  was  produced, 

vilifying  his  accuser,  abusing  every  body,  but  translated,  examined,  criticised,  proved  to  be 

never  denying  the  charge  ?    His  associates  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  begum,  acknoww 

oolleagues,  astonished  at  his  conduct,  so  wholly  ledged  to  have  no  marks  but  those  of  authenti- 

■niike  every  thing,  that  had  ever  appeared  of  city  upon  it ;  and,  as  such,  was  entered  upon 
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the  company's  records,  confirming  and  sop-  And  a  coosiderable  deficiency  or  ei 

porting  the  evidence  of  Nundcomar,  part  bj  ment  appearing  in  the  Manny  Begunfai 

rrt,  and  circumstance  by  circumstance.    And  count  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  i^ 

am  to  remark,  that  since  this  document,  so  tarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  heraeal,tbit 

delivered  in,  ^las  never  been  litigated  or  coo-  she  had  given  £.15,000  lo  Mr.  Hastings  for  a 

troverted  in  the  truth  of  it,  from  that  day  to  this,  entertainment. 

by  Mr.  Hastings ;  so,  if  there  was  no  more  Mr.  Hastings  finding,  that  the  chai^  nmal 

testimony,  here  is  enough  upon  this  business,  come  fully  against   him   contrived   a   {Jan, 

Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  this  charge  (which  your  lordships  will  see  the  efiects  of 

consisted  of  two  parts;  two  lacks,  that  were  presently,)  and  this  was  to  confound  this  lack 

given  explicitly  for  the  corrupt  purchase  of  the  and  an  half  or  £.15,000  with  the  two  lacks  giTair 

office ;  and  one  lack  and  an  half  given,  m  re-  directly  and  specifically  as  a  bribe ;  inteod- 

ality,  for   the  same  purpose,  but  under  the  ing  to  avail  himself  of  this  finesse  whenever 

Mdlour  of  what  is  called  an  entertainment.  any  payment  was  to  be   proved  of  the  two 

Now  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings  it  ladui,  which  he  knew  would  be  proved  agaioil 
was  thought  necessary,  that  Mr.  Hastings's  him.  and  which  he  never  did  deny :  and  ao* 
banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo  (a  name  your  lord-  cordingly  your  lordships  will  find  some  con- 
ships  will  be  well  acquainted  with,  and  who  fusion  in  the  prools  of  the  pa3rment  of  thaw 
was  the  minister  in  this  and  all  the  other  sums.  The  receipt  of  two  lacks  w  proved 
transactions  of  Mr.  Hastings)  should  be  cal-  by  Nundcomar,  proved  with  all  the  means  of 
led  before  the  board  to  explain  some  circum-  detection,  which  1  have  stated ;  the  receipt 
stances  in  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  lack  and  an  half  is  proved  by  Moanfy 
ordered  his  banyan,  a  native,  not  to  attend  the  Begum's  letter,  the  authenticity  of  which  was 
sovereign  board,  appointed  by  parliament  for  established,  and  never  denied  by  Mr.  Ha^ 
the  government  of  that  country,  and  directed  tings.  In  addition  to  these  proofs,  rajah  Goof^ 
to  inquire  into  transactions  of  this  nature,  dass,  who  had  the  management  of  the  nabbb*s 
He  thus  taught  the  natives  not  only  to  disobey  treasury,  verbally  gave  an  account  perfectly 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  enforced  corresponding  with  that  of  Nundcomar,  and 
by  an  act  of  parliament ;  but  he  taught  his  the  Munny  Begum's  letter ;  and  he  aflei^ 
own  servant  to  disobey,  and  ordered  him  not  wards  gave  in  writing  an  attestation,  wnich 
to  appear  before  the  board.  Quarrels,  duels,  in  every  point  agrees  correcdy  with  theotbeit. 
and  ntlier  mischiefs  arose.  In  short,  Mr.  So  that  there  are  three  witnesses  upon  tfais 
Hastings  raised  every  power  of  heaven  and  business.  And  he  shall  not  disqualify  r^ah 
of  hell  upon  this  subject,  but  in  vain :  the  in-  Goordass,  because  whatever  character  he 
quiry  went  on.  thought  fit  to  give  Nundcomar,  he  has  gireo 

Mr.  Hastings  does  not  meet  Nundcomar,  the  best  of  characters  to  rajah  Gooniass,  who 

he  was  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  was  not  negli-  was  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  oocupatioK 

gent  of  his  own  defence,  for  he  flies  to  the  su-  of  trust;  and  therefore  any  objections  to  hk 

preme  court  of  justice ;  he  there  prosecuted  competency  cannot  exist.    Having  got  thai 

an  inquiry  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspi-  far,  the  only  thing,  that  remained,  was  to  exa- 

racy.     Failing  in  that,  he  made  other  attempts,  mine  the  records    of  the  public  offices  and 

and  disabled  Nundcomar  from  appearing  be-  see  whether  any  traca  of  these  transactiom 

fore  the  board  by  having  him  imprisoned,  and  was  to  be  found  there.    These  offices   had 

thus  entirely  crippled  that  part  of  the  pros»-  been   thrown  into  confusion   in  the  manner 

cution  against  him.    But  as  guilt  is  never  able  you  will  hear ;  but,  upon  strict  inquiry,  there 

thoroughly  to  escape,  it  did   so  happen,  that  was  a  ^lomcuter  or  office  paper  produced, from 

the  council  finding  monstrous  deficiencies  in  which  it  appears,  that  the  officer  of  the  tren- 

the  begum's  aiTairs  ;  finding  the  nabob's  al-  sury,  liaving  brought  to  the  nabob  an  account 

low ance  totally  squandered,  that  the  most  sa-  of  one  lack  and  an  half,  which  he  said  had 

cred  pensions  were  left  unpaid,  that  nothing  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings,  desired  to  know 

but  disorder  and  confusion  reigned  in  all  his  from  him,  under  what    head  of  expense  it 

afl^airs,  that  the  nabob's  education  was  neglect-  should  be  entered;  and  that  he,  the  nabob, 

ed,  (hat  he  could  scarcely  read  or  write,  that  desired  him  to  put  it  under  the  head  of  expcB* 

there  was  scarcely  any  mark  of  a  man  left  in  sea  for  entertabing  Mr.  Hastings.    If  thers 

him,  except  those,  which  nature  had  at  first  had  been  a  head  of  entertainment  establiikad 

imprinted; — I  say,  all  these  abuses  being  prc^  as  a  regular  aflTair,  the  officer  would  netar 

duced  in  a  body  before  them,  th^y  tliought  it  have  gone  to  the  nabob  and  asked  under  what 

lecessarv  to  aend  up  to  inquu  s  into  them,  name  to  enter  it ;  but  he  found  an  irregntav 
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llftir,  ind  he  did  not  know  what  head  to  put  begum :— "  Was  any  application  made  to  you 
It  under.  And  from  the  whole  of  the  proceed-  for  the  account,  which  you  have  delivered,  of 
ingfl  it  appears,  that  three  lacks  and  an  half  three  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees,  said  to  havo 
were  paid  ;  two  lacks  by  way  of  bribe,  one  been  paid  to  the  govemour  and  Mr.  Middle- 
lack  and  an  half  under  Uie  colour  of  an  en-  ton  ;  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  of  your 
tertainment.  Mr.  Hastings  endeavours  to  own  free  will,  and  unsolicited  ?" 
iBTalidate  the  first  obliquely,  not  directly,  for  My  lords,  you  see,  that  with  regard  to  the 
he  never  directly  denicKl  it :  and  he  partly  ad-  whole  three  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees  the 
mitB  the  second,  in  hopes,  that  all  the  proof  the  begum  had  given  an  account,  which  tend- 
of  payment  of  the  first  charge  should  be  merged  ed  to  confirm  the  payment  of  tiiem  ;  but  Mr. 
and  confounded  in  the  second.  And  there-  Hastings  wanted  to  invalidate  that  account  by 
fere  your  lordships  will  see  from  the  beginning  supposing  she  gave  it  under  restraint.  The 
of  that  business  till  it  came  into  the  hands  of  second  question  is — "In  what  manner  was 
Mr.  Smith,  his  agent,  then  appearing  in  the  the  application  made  to  you,  and  by  whom  V* 
name  and  character  of  agent  and  solicitor  to  But  the  principal  question  is  this,  "  On  what 
the  company,  that  this  was  done  to  give  some  account  was  the  one  lack  and  an  half  given  to 
^pearance  and  colour  to  it  by  a  false  repre-  the  govemour- general,  which  you  have  laid  to 
•entation,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  of  every  his  account  ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any 
part  of  the  transactions.  requisition  from  him,  or  of  any  previous 
The  proof  then  of  the  two  lacks  rests  upon  agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  ?" 
ike  evidence  of  Nundcomar,  the  letter  of  When  a  man  asks  concerning  a  sum  of  money, 
Munny  Begum,  and  the  evidence  of  rajah  charged  to  be  given  to  him  by  another  person, 
Goordass.  The  evidence  of  the  lack  and  an  on  what  account  it  was  given,  he  does  indi- 
kalf,  by  way  of  entertainment,  was  at  first  rectly  admit,  that  that  money  actually  was 
the  same :  and  afterwards  begins  a  series  of  paid,  and  wants  to  derive  a  justification  from 
proofs,  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  the  mode  of  the  payment  of  it ;  and  accord- 
delped  us.  For,  in  the  first  place,  he  pro-  ingly  that  inference  was  drawn  from  the  ques- 
duces  this  office  paper  in  support  of  his  attempt  tion  so  sent  up,  and  it  served  as  an  instruc- 
to  establish  the  confusion  between  the  payment  tion  to  Munny  Begum  ;  and  her  answer  was, 
•f  the  two  lacks,  and  of  the  lack  and  an  half,  that  it  was  given  to  him,  as  an  antient  usage 
He  did  not  himself  deny,  that  he  received  a  and  custom,  for  an  entertainment.  So  that 
ladc  and  an  half,  because  with  respect  to  that  the  fact  of  the  gifl  of  the  money  is  ascertained 
kck  and  an  half  he  had  founded  some  princi-  by  the  question  put  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  her 
pM  of  justification.  Accordingly  this  office  and  her  answer.  And  thus  at  last  comes  his 
paner  asserts  and  proves  this  lack  and  an  half  accomplice  in  this  business,  and  gives  thr 
to  nave  been  given,  in  addition  to  the  other  fullest  testimony  to  the  lack  and  an  half. 
proofs.  Then  Munny  Begum  herself  is  in-  I  must  beg  leave,  before  I  go  further,  to 
quired  of.  There  is  a  commission  appointed  state  the  circuums lances  of  the  several  wit- 
to  go  up  to  her  residence ;  and  the  fact  is  prov-  nesses  examined  upon  this  business.  They 
ad  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Groring,  the  com-  were  of  two  kinds :  voluntary  witnesses ;  and 
miasioner.  The  begum  had  put  a  paper  of  accomplices,  forced  by  inquiry  and  examina- 
•ecounts,  through  her  son,  into  his  hands,  tion  to  discover  their  own  guilt.  Of  the  first 
which  shall  bo  given  at  your  lordships*  bar ;  in  kind  were  Nundcomar  and  rajah  Goordass ; 
which  she  expressly  said,  that  she  gave  Mr.  these  were  the  only  two,  that  can  be  said  to  be 
Hastings  a  lack  and  an  half  for  entertainment,  voluntary  in  the  business,  and  who  gave  their 
But  Mr.  Hastings  objects  to  Mr.  Goring's  information  without  much  fear,  though  the  last 
evidence  upon  this  occasion.  He  wanted  to  unwillingly,  and  with  a  full  sense  of  the  danger 
n^ersodo  Mr.  Goring  in  the  inquiry ;  and  he  of  doing  it. 

accordingly  appoints,  with  the  consent  of  tho  The  other  was  the  evidence  of  his  acoom- 

council,  two  creatures  of  his  own  to  go  and  plice,  Munny  Begum,  wrung  from  her  by  the 

■asist  in  tliat  inquiry.    The  question,  which  ferce  of  truth,  in  which  she  confessed,  that  she 

fie  directs    these    commissioners  to  put  to  gave  the  lack  and  an  half,  and  justifies  it  upon 

Munny  Begum,  is  this :— "  Was  the  sum  of  &e  ground  of  its  being  a  customary  entertaut* 

money,  chsu-ged  by  you  to  be  given  to  Mr.  oient.    Besides  this,  there  is  the  evidence  of 

Hastings,  given  under  an  idea  of  entertain-  Chitteodur,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

nent,  customary,  or  upon  what  other  ground,  or  instruments,  and  one  of  the  begum's  servaata. 

fer  what  other  reason  ?"  He  also  desires  the  He  being  prepared  to  confound  the  two  lacka 

billowing  questions  may  be  proposed  to  the  with  the  one  lack  and  an  half,  says,  upon  his 
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exunioation,  that  a  lack  and  an  half  was  given ;  account  given  by  the  begum,  a  lack,  wliidi  it 

but,  upon  examining  into  the  particular!  of  it,  for  Mr.  Hastings's  entertainotent,  is  entered  in 

he  proves,  that  the  sum  he  gave  was  two  lacks,  a  suspicious  neighbourhood ;  for  there  is  there 

and  not  a  lack  and  an  half;  for  he  says,  that  entered  a  lack  of  rupees,  paid  for  the  soubah- 

'here  was  a  dispute  about  the  other  half  lack,  darry  sunnuds  to  the  Mogul  through  the  rajdh 

Nundcomar   demanded    interest,  which  the  Shitabroy.     Upon  looking  into  the  account, 

begum  was  unwilling  to  allow,  and  conse-  and  comparing  it  with  another  paper  produced, 

quently  that  half  lack  remained  unpaid.    Now  the  first  thing  we  find  is,  that  this  woman  char 

(his  hair  lack  can  be  no  part  of  the  lack  and  an  ges  the  sun  paid,  to  be  a  sum  due :  and  thea 

half,  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  pro-  she  charg«»s  this  one  lack  to  have  been  paid, 

ved  by  the  whole  body  of  concurrent  testimony  when  the  Mogul  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Mah- 

to  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  one  rattas,  when  all  communication  with  him  was 

lumping  sum.    When  Chittendur  endeavours  stopped,  and  when  rajah  Shitabroy,  who  is  sup> 

to  confound  it  with  the  lack  and  an  half,  he  posed  to  have  paid  it,  was  under  confinement 

clearly  establishes  the  fact,  that  it  was  a  par-  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings.     Thus  she  en- 

eel  of  the  two  lacks  ;  and  thus  bears  evidence,  deavours  to  conceal  the  lack  of  rupees  paid  to 

in  attempting  to  prevaricate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings. 

Hastings,  that  one  lack  and  an  half  was  paid,         In  order  to  make  this  transaction,  which, 

which  Mr.  Hastings  is  willing  to  allow ;  but  though  not  in  itself  intricate,  is  in  some  degree 

when  he  enters  into  the  particulars  of  it,  he  made  so  by  Mr.  Hastings,  clear  to  your  kird- 

proves  by  the  subdivision  ofthe  payment,  and  by  ships,  we  pledge  ourselyes  to  give  to  youi 

the  nonpayment  of  part  of  it,  that  it  accords  with  lordships,  what  must  be  a  great  advantage  to 

the  two  lacks,  and  not  with  the  lack  and  an  half,  the  culprit  himself,  a  sy Uabtu — the  heads  of  al 

There  are  other  circumstances  in  these  ao->  this  charge,  and  of  the  prools  themselves,  with 

counts,  highly  auxiliary  to  this  evidence.   The  their  references ;  to  show  how  far  the  proof  goes 

lack  and  an  half  was  not  only  attested  by  rajah  to  the  two  lacks,  and  then  to  the  one  lack  and 

Goordass,  by  the  begum,  by  Chittendur,  by  the  an  half  singly  :  this  we  shall  put  in  writing, 

begum  again  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own  ques-  that  you  may  not  depend  upon  the  fugitive  me* 

lion ;   indirectly  admitted  by  Mr.   Hastings,  roory  of  a  thing  not  so  well  perhaps,  or  power* 

proved  by  the  orders  for  it  to  be  written  off  to  ex-  fully,  expressed  as  it  ought  to  be ;  and  in  order 

pense  (such  a  body  of  proof  as  perhaps  never  to  give  BY&ry  advantage  to  the  defendant,  and 

existed ;)  but  there  is  one  proof  still  remauing,  to  give  every  facility  to  your  lordships'  judg- 

namely  a  paper,  which  was  produced  before  ment;  and  this  will,  I  believe,  be  thought  a 

the  committee,  and  which  we  shall  produce  to  clear  and  fair  way  of  proceeding.     Your  kxd- 

your  lordships.  It  is  an  authentic  paper  deliver-  ships  will  then  judge  whether  Mr.  Hastings's 

ed  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  Major  Scott,  conduct  at  the  time, — his  resisting  an  inqui- 

who  acted  at  that  time  as  Mr.  Hastings's  ry,  preventing  his  servant  appearing  as  an 

agent  to  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  evidence,  discountenancing  and  discouraging 

mons,  and  authenticated  to  come  from  Munny  his  colleagues,  raising  every  dutruction  to 

Begum  herself.    All  this  body  of  evidence  we  the  prosecution,   dissolving  the  council,  pre- 

mean  to  produce ;  and  we  shall  prove,  first,  venting  evidence,  and  destroying  it  as  &r  as 

that  he  received  the  two  lacks ; — and  secondly,  lay  in  his  power  by  collateral  means,  be  not 

that  he  re<M)ived  one  lack  and  an  half  under  also  such  presumptive  proofs,  as  give  double 

the  name  of  entertainment.  With  regard  to  the  force  to  all  the  positive  proof  we  produce 

lack  and  an  half,  Mr.  Hastings  is  so  far  from  against  him. 

controverting  it,  even  indirectly,  that  he  is  The  lack  and  an  half,  I  know,  he  meana 
obliged  to  establish  it  by  testimonies  produced  to  support  upon  the  custom  of  entertainment ; 
by  himself,  in  order  to  sink  in  that,  if  he  can,  and  your  lordships  will  judge  whether  or  not 
the  two  lacks,  which  he  thinks  he  is  not  able  a  man,  who  was  ordered,  and  had  covenanted 
to  justify,  but  which  he  fears  will  be  proved  never  to  take  more  than  £.400  could  take£.lC| 
against  him.  The  lack  and  an  half,  I  do  be-  000  under  colour  of  an  entertainment.  Tha. 
lieve,  he  will  not  be  advised  to  contest,  but  which  he  intends  to  produce  as  a  justification 
whether  he  is  or  no,  we  shall  load  him  with  it ;  we  charge,  and  your  brdships  and  the  worU 
we  shall  prove  it  beyond  al«  doubt.  But  there  will  think,  to  be  the  heaviest  aggravation  of 
are  other  circumstances  further  auxiliary  in  this  his  crime.  And  after  explaining  to  your  lord- 
business,  which,  from  the  very  attempts  to  ships  the  cirmimstances,  uTMler  which  this 
conceal  it,  prove  beyond  doubt,  the  fraudulent  justification  is  made,  and  leaving  a  just  inl- 
and wicked  nature  of  the  transaction.    In  the  pression  of  them  upon  your  min^,  1  shall  beg 
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jour  lordships'  indulgence  to  finish  this  mem-  ten  lacks  were  bestowed  that  way.    It  ia  not 

ker  of  the  business  to-morrow.  that  the  distribution  was  always  made  with 

It  is  stated  and  entered  in  the  account,  judgment  or  impartial,   and  much  room  waa 

ibat  an  entertainment  was  provided  for  Mr.  left  for  a  reform  ;  but  when  the  question  waa 

Hastings  at  the  rate  of  J^ .200  a  day.  He  staid  to  cut  offentireiy  the  greatest  part,  it  could  noC 

at  Moorffhedabab  for  near  three  months  ;  and  fail  to  be  accompanied  with  circumstances  a/ 

thus  you  see,  that  risits  from  Mr.  Hastings  real  distress.     The  resident  declares,  that 

are  pretty  expensive  things :  it  is  at  the  rate  even  with  some  of  the  highest  rank  he  ooukl 

of  £.73,000   a  year  for  his  entertainment,  not    avoid  discovering,  under  all  the  pride 

We  find  that   Mr.  Middleton,  and  English  of  eastern  manners,  the  manifest  marks  of  pe» 

gentleman  who  was  with  him,  received  like-  nury  and  want.     There  was,  however,  no 

wise,  whether  under  the  same  pretence    I  room  left  for  hesitation ;  to  confine  the  na- 

know  not,  and  it  does  not  signify,  another  sum  bob's  expenses  withm  the  limited  sum,  it  was 

equal  to  it ;  and  if  these  two  gentlemen  had  necessary,  that  pensions  shoukl  be  set  aside." 
staid  in  that  country  a  year,  their  several  al-        Here,  my  lords,  is  a  man  sent  to  execute 

k>wances  would  have  been  £.146,000  out  of  the  one  of  the  most  dreadful  offices,  that  was  ever 

nabob's  allowance  of  160,000^.  a  year:  they  executed  by  man,  to  cut  off,  as  he  says  him- 

would  havo  eat  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  self,  with  a  bleeding  heart  the  only  remaining 

Anddoyou  wonder,  my  lords,  that  such  guests  allowance  made  for  hundreds  of  the  decayed 

and  such  hosts  are  difficult  to  be  divided  ?  Do  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great  kingdom,  driven 

you  wonder,  that  such  visits  when  so  well  by  our  govemmeat  from  the   oflSces,  upon 

paid  for,  and  well  provided  for,  were  natural*  which  they  existed.    In  this  moment  of  anx- 

iy  long  ?    There    is  hardly  a  prince  in  Eu«  iety  and  affliction,  when  he  says,  he  felt  pain 

rope,  who  would  give  to  another  prince  of  and  was  cut  to  the  heart  to  do  it,  at  this  verf 

Europe  from  his  royal  hospitality,  what  was  moment,  when  he  was  turning  over  fourteen 

given  upon  this  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings.  hundred  of  the  antient  nobility  and  gentry  of 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  Mr.  Hastings's  this  country  to  downright  want  of  bread  ;  just 

business  during    this    long  protracted  vi^it.  at  that  moment,  while  he  was  doing  this  act. 

First,  he  tells  you,  that  he  came  there  to  re-  and  feeling  this  act  in  this  manner,  from  the 

dace  all  the  state  and  dignity  of  the  nabob.  He  collected  morsels  forced  from  the  mouths  of 

tells  you,  that  he  felt  no  compunction  in  re<  that  indigent  and  famished  nobility,  he  gor^ 

ducing  that  state  ;  that  the  olephanta,  the  me-  his  own  ravenous  maw  with  an  allowai.ce  of 

nagerie,ihe  stables,  all  went  without  mercy,  two  hundred  pounds  a  day  for  his  entertain- 

and  consequently  all  the  persons  concerned  in  ment.    As  we  see  him  m  this  business,  this 

Ihem  were  dismissed  also.    When  he  came  man  is  unlike  any  other:  he  is  also  never  oor- 

lothe  abolition  cf  the  pensions,  he  says,  *'  I  nipt  but  he  is  cruel ;  he  never  dines  without 

proceeded  with    great  pain  fr  ^m  the  reflec-  creating  a  famine  ;  he  does  not  take  from  the 

tion,  that  I  was  the  instrument  in  depriving  loose  superfluity  of  standing  greatness,  but 

whole  families,  all  at  once,  of  their  broad,  and  falls  upon  the   indigent,  the  oppressed,  and 

reducing  them  to  a  state  of  penury ;  convin-  ruined  ;   he  takes   to   himself  double    what 

ced  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  I  endea-  woukl  maintain  them.   His  is  unlike  the  gene- 

voured  to  execute  it  with  great  impartiality."  rous  rapacity  of  the  noble  eagle,  who  preys  upon 

Hero  he  states  the  work  he  was  employed  a  living,  struggling,  reluctant,  equal   victim ; 

in,  when  he  took  this  two  hundred  pounds  a  his  is  like  that  of  the  ravenous  vulture,  who 

day  for  his  own  pay.    "  It  was  necessary  to  &lls  upon  the  diKrayod,  the  sickly,  the  dying, 

begin  with  reforming  the  useless  servants  of  and  the  dead,  and  only  anticipates  nature  in 

the  court,  and  retrenching  the  idle  parade  of  the  destruction  of  its  object.     His  cruelty  is 

elephants,  menageries,  &c.  which  loaded  the  beyond  his  corruption  :  but  there  is  something 

civil  list.    This  cost  little  regret  in  perform-  in  his  hy|K)crisy,  which  is  more  terrible  than 

ing  ;  but  the  resident,  who  took  upon  himself  his  cruelty ;  for  at  the  very  time,  when  with 

the  chief  share  in  this  business,  acknowledges,  double  and  unsparing   hands    he  executes  a 

that  he  suffered  considerably  in  his  feelings,  proscription,  and  sweeps  off  the  food  of  hun- 

when  he  came  to  touch  on  the  pension   list,  dreds  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great 

Some  hundreds  of  persons  of  the  antient  nobility  country,  his  eyes  overflow  with  tears ;  and  h» 

of  the  country,  excluded,  under  our  govern-  turns  the  precious  balm,  that    bleeds  fronK 

ment,  from  almost  all  emp'oyments,  civil  or  wounded  humanity,  and  is  its  best  medicine 

military,  had,  ever  since  the  revolution,  de-  into  fatal,  rancorous,  mortal  poiaon  to  th^ 

Peoded  on  the  bounty  of  the  nabob ;  and  near  human  race. 
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Too  have  seen,  Uut  when  he  takes  two  nUL  Then,  at  last,  it  came  before  thb  IiIb 
Mndrod  pounds  a  day  for  his  entertainment,  btinal  against  him.  I  dMire  to  reCsr  year 
he  tells  you,  that  in  this  very  act,  he  is  stanr-  lordships  to  that  part  of  his  defence  to  (he 
ing  fourteen  hundred  of  the  aotient  n<^ility  article,  in  which  this  bribe  is  specifically 
and  gentry.  My  lords,  you  have  the  blood  of  charged  ;  be  does  not  deny  it  there  !bs 
Doblei,  if  not,  you  have  the  blood  of  men  in  only  tiling,  which  looks  like  a  denial,  is  one 
your  veins ;  you  feel  as  nobles,  you  feel  as  sweeping  clause  inserted  (in  order  to  p<U  ta 
men.  What  would  you  say  to  a  cruel  Mogul  upon  the  proof,)  that  all  the  charges  are  to  be 
ezacter,  by  whom  afler  having  been  driven  conceived  as  denied ;  but  a  specific  denial 
&aci  your  estates,  driven  from  the  noble  offi-  to  this  specific  diarge,  in  no  stage  of  the  bcK 
eet,  civil  and  military,  which  you  hold,  driven  siness,  from  beginning  to  end,  has  he  once 
Stam  your  bishoprics,  driven  from  your  places  made:  and,  therefore,  here  I  cktee  that  part 
at  court,  driven  from  your  o&ct»  as  juilges,  of  the  charge,  which  relates  to  the  business 
and  after  having  been  reduced  to  a  miseiabi9  of  NundoHnar.  Your  lordships  will  see  sudi 
flock  of  pensioners,  your  very  pensions  were  a  body  of  presumptive  proof,  and  positive 
at  last  wrested  from  your  mouths ;  and  who,  proof,  as  never  was  given  yet  of  any  secret 
though  at  the  very  time  when  those  pensions  corrupt  act  of  bribery  ;  and  there  I  leave  it 
were  wrested  from  you  he  declares  !hs=^  to  with  your  lordships*  justice. 
have  been  the  only  bread  of  a  csiferable  de-         I  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  you  so 

cayed  nobility,  takes  himself  two  hundred  long ;  but  your  lordships  will  be  so  good  as  to 

poimds  a  day  for  his  entertainment,  and  con-  observe,  that  no  business  ever  was  covered 

tinues  it  till  it  amounts  to  sixteen  thousand  with  more  folds  of  iniquitous  artifice  than 

pounds  ?   I  do  think,  that  of  all  tho  corrup-  this,  which  is  now  brought  before  yoo. 
tions,  which  he  has  not  owned,  but  has  not 

denied,  or  of  those,  which  he  does  in  effect  TRIA  L.—S  A  T  U  R  D  A  T, 

owi^and  of  which  he  brings  forward  the  evi-  25^  April  1189. 

dence  himself,  the  taking  and  claiming  under 
colour  of  an  entertainment,  is  ten  times  tho  (Mr.  Bcrke,) 

most  nefarious. 

I  shall  this  day  only  further  trouble  your  Mr  Lords, — When  I  last  had  the  hooour 
lordships  to  observe,  that  he  h^  never  di-  of  addressing  your  lordships,  I  endeavoured  to 
rectly  denied  this  transaction.  I  have  turn-  state  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  the  nature 
bled  over  the  records,  I  have  looked  at  every  of  an  intricate  affair  would  admit,  and  as 
part  to  see  whether  he  denies  it;  he  did  not  largely  as  in  so  intricate  an  affair  was  coo* 
deny  it  at  the  time,  he  did  not  deny  it  to  the  sistent  with  the  brevity,  which  I  endeavoured 
court  of  directors:  on  the  contrary,  he  did  in  to  preserve,  the  proo&,  which  had  been  ad- 
effect  acknowledge  it,  when,  without  directly  duced  against  Warren  Hastings  upon  an  in- 
acknowledging  it,  he  promised  them  a  full  and  quiry,  instituted  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
liberal  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction,  directors,  into  the  corruption  and  peculation 
Ho  never  did  give  that  explanation.  Parlia-  of  persons  in  authority  in  India.  My  lonfab 
ment  took  up  the  business ;  this  matter  was  1  have  endeavoured  to  show  you  by  anteriou 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  report,  presumptive  proofs,  drawn  from  the  nature 
But  though  the  House  of  Commons  had  thus  and  circumstances  of  the  acts  th^nselves  in- 
reported  it,  and  made  that  public,  which  before  ferring  guilt,  that  such  actions  and  such  con- 
was  upon  the  company's  records,  he  took  no  duct  could  be  refcrrible  only  to  one  cause, 
notice  of  it.  Then  another  occasion  arises :  namely,  corruption,  I  endeavoured  to  show 
he  comes  before  the  House  of  Commons ;  he  you  iJlerwards,  my  lords,  what  the  specific 
knows  he  is  about  to  be  prosecuted  for  these  nature  and  extent  of  the  corruption  was,  as 
very  corruptions:  he  well  knows  these  charges  fiur  as  it  could  be  fully  proved:  and  lastly,  the 
exist  against  him;  he  makes  his  defence  (if  great  satisfactory  presumption,  which  attended 
lie  will  allow  it  to  be  his  defence ;)  but  though  Uie  inquiry  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hastings ; 
thus  driven  he  did  not  there  deny  it,  because  namely,  tliat  contrary  to  law,  contrary  to  his 
he  knew,  that  if  he  had  denied  it,  it  could  be  duty,  contrary  to  what  is  owed  by  innocence 
proved  against  him.  I  desire  your  lordships  to  itself,  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  that  inquiry, 
wUl  look  at  that  paper  ,  which  we  have  gives  and  employed  all  the  power  of  his  office  to 
in  evidence,  and  see  if  you  find  a  word  of  do-  prevent  the  exercise  of  it,  either  in  hinsdf  or 
lial  of  it ;  there  is  much  discourse,  much  in  others. — These  presumptions,  and  these 
(}lly,  much  insdence,  but  not  one  word  of  de-  proofs,  will  be  brought  before  your  lordships 
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JiUoctly  and   in  order,  at  the  end  oT  this  the  whole  body  of  his  portizans  and  associatot 

op«tiing.  in   iniquity  dispersed  through   every  part  of 

The  next  point,  on  which  I  thought  it  no-  these  provinces :  after  he  had  taken  all  these 
CMsary  to  proceed,  was  relative  to  the  pre-  steps,  finding  himself  pressed  by  the  proof  and 
■uinptionv,  which  his  subsequent  conduct  gave  pressed  by  the  presumption  of  his  resistance  to 
with  regard  to  his  guilt :  because,  my  lords,  the  inquiry,  he  did  think  it  necessary  to  maka 
his  uniform  tenour  of  conduct,  such  as  must  something  like  a  defence.  Accordingly  he  hat 
attend  guilt,  both  in  the  act,  at  the  time  of  the  made  what  he  calls  a  justification,  which  did 
inquiry,  and  subsequent  to  it,  will  form  such  a  not  consist  in  the  denial  of  that  fact,  or  any 
body  of  satisfactory  evidence  as,  I  believe,  the  explanation  of  it.  The  mode  ho  took  for  his  do 
human  mind  is  not  made  to  resist.  My  lords,  fence  was  abuse  of  his  colleagues,  abuse  of  the 
there  is  another  reason  why  I  choose  to  enter  wiuiesses,  and  of  every  person,  who,  in  the  ex- 
Bit3  the  presumptions  drawn  from  his  conduct  ecution  of  his  duty,  was  inquiring  into  the  fact; 
and  the  fact,  taking  his  conduct  in  two  parts,  and  charging  them  with  things,  which,  if  true, 
if  it  ir.ay  be  so  expressed,  omi»non  and  com-  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  support  hiro, 
wuMiumy  in  order  that  your  lordships  should  either  in  defending  the  acts  themselves,  or  in 
more  fully  enter  into  the  consequences  of  this  the  criminal  means  he  used  to  prevent  inquiry 
system  of  bribery.  But,  before  I  say  any  thing  into  them.  His  design  was  to  mislead  their 
upon  that,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  be  apprized,  minds,  and  to  carry  them  from  the  accusation 
that  the  Commons,  in  bringing  this  bribe  of  and  the  proof  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  pa»> 
three  lacks  and  an  half  before  your  lordships,  sion,  violence,  and  intemperate  heat,  with 
do  not  wish  by  any  means  to  have  it  under-  which  he  charged  them,  they  were  proceeding 
stood,  that  this  is  the  whole  of  the  bribe,  in  an  orderly  regular  manner,  and  if,  on  any 
that  W219  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  con-  occasion,  they  seem  to  break  out  into  warmth, 
■eqiicnce  of  delivering  up  the  whole  ma-  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  resistance,  which 
•agemcnt  of  tho  government  of  the  country  he  made  to  them,  in  what  your  lordships,  I  be- 
to  that  improper  person,  whom  he  nominated  lieve,  will  agree  with  them  in  thinking  was  one 
ibr  it.  of  the  most  important  parts  of  their  functions. 

My  lords,  from  the  proofs,  that  will  be  ad-  If  they  had  been  intemperate  in  their  conduct , 

duced  before  you,  there  is  great  probability,  if  they  had  been  violent,   passionate,  prcju- 

tluit  he  received  very  nearly  a  hundreii  thousand  diced  against  him,  it  afforded  him  only  a  better 

pounds  :  there  is  positive  proof  of  his  receiv-  means  of  making  his  defence,  because,  though 

ing  fif\y  ;  and  we  have  chosen  only  to  charge  in  a  rational  and  judicious  mind,  the  intempc- 

him  with  that,  of  which  there  is  such  an  ac-  rate   conduct  of  the  accuser  certainly  proves 

eomulated  body  of  proof  as  to  leave  no  doubt  nothing  with  regard  to  the  truth  or  falsehood 

upon  the  minds  of  your  lordships.    All  Uiis  I  of  his  accusation,  yet  we  do  know,  that  the 

say,  because  we  are  perfectly  apprized  of  the  minds  of  men  are  so  constituted,  that  an  im- 

seotiments    of  the   public   upon   this   point :  proper  mode  of  conducting  a  right  thing  does 

when  they  hear  of  the  enormity  of  Indian  pe-  form  some  degree  of  prejudice  against  it.    Mr. 

eolation,  when   they  see  the  acts  done,  and  Hastings,  therefore,  unable  to  defend  himself 

compare  them  with  the  bribes  received,  the  upon   principle,  has  resorted  as  much  as  he 

acts  seem  so  enormous,  and  the  bribes  com-  possibly  could  to  prejudice.     And  at  the  same 

paratively  so  small,  that  they  can  hardly  be  got  time,  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  denial,  oi 

to  attribute  them  to  that  motive.  What  I  mean  the  least  attempt  at  a  refutation  of  the  charge, 

to  state  is  this,  that  from  a  collective  view  of  he  has  loaded  the  records  with  all  manner 

the  subject  your  lordships  will  be  able  to  judge,  of  minutes,   proceedings,   and   letters,  rela- 

that  enormous  offences  have  been  committed,  tive  to  every  thing  but  the  fact  itself.     Vhe 

and  that  the  bribe,  which  we  have  given  in  great  aim   of  his  policy,   both  then,  before, 

proof,  is  a  !«pecimen  of  the  nature  and  extent  and  ever  since,  has  been  to  divert  the  mind 

afthose  enormous  bribes,  which  extend  to  much  of  the  auditory,  or  tho  persons,  to  whom  he 

greater  sums  than  we  are  able  to  prove  before  addressed  himself,  from  the  nature  of  his  cause, 

you  in  the  manner  your  lordships  would  like  to  somo  collateral  circumstance  relative   to 

and  expect.  it:  a  policy,  to  which  he  has  always  had  re- 

I  have  already  remarked  to  your  lordships,  course ;  but  that  trick,  the  last  resource  of  do- 

ihat  after  this  charge  was  brought  and  record-  spairing  guilt,  I  trust  will  now  completely  fiul 

•d  before  the  council  in  spite  of  the  resistance  him. 

made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  employed  Mr.  Hastings,  however,  began  to  be  pret^ 

all  the  power  and  authority  of  his  station,  and  sensible,  that  this  way  of  proceeding  had  a 
Vol.  III.— 17 
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mrr  ■ywiiit'  »ad  mtuimarA  took  -.  fer  wfcicfc  that 
reftna  h«  ant  <ierUr«H.  tha:  he  icmiiud  bii  bun 
Meaee  (>r  kzr  of  %  iefal  ftroweuiiqa :  ami  k« 
ibftt  MOM  t'aa^  or  o'yr  ke  woiU  fire  a  hr^ 
•ad  libera!  czpUnaiMO  u»  the  eoort  of  directors 
to  whom  «.e  WMM  aifirerabte  fi>r  h«  eooiuct,  caianar,  if  tf 
of  hi0  r«ffjiin|r  u>  •uff'<rr  the  iaqairT  to  proceed,  wiihouc  oakiaf  aav  oae  atteaipc  to 
—of  hi*  oaiuiii^  to  (pve  fhein  ntjifiieuaa  ml  Toor  lordehipi  wui  oee  hj  ihas  aad  bw  olfav 
the  time, — of  fais  omlitin^  to  take  aor  ooe  oa-  minites,  with  which  the  books  are  filled^  thu 
tnrsJ  fftep.  thai  an  iioocent  man  woaU  hare  Mr.  Hasttii|s  is  charged  qoite  to  the  brai 
takes  upoo  ffuch  an  occasion.    Uoder  this  pro-  with  comiptM—  of  afl  aorts,  ead  ooewed  wiA 
mise  he  hat  rcmaifted  from  that  time  to  the  tiaw  ererr  taode  of  possiUe  ds^raco  ;  6r,  ihcrs 
70U  s^e  him  at  your  bar,  and  he  has  neither  de-  is  somethinir  so  base  and  coatemf  tibie  ia  the 
nied,  exculpated,  erpiained,  or  apologized  for  his  crimes  of  pecolaiioo  ai.<i  bribery,  that  wbca 
conduct  in  any  ocm;  sinfrie  instance.  they  come    to  be  urged  home  and  stroogj^ 
While  he  acruses  the  iot^nperaace  of  his  against  a  man,  as  here  thej  are  aged,  ■»• 
adversaries,  hf  sb/jws  a  decree  of  temperance  thing  but  a  consciousness  of  guilt  can  possibly 
in  himself,  which  always  attezids  guilt  in  de-  make  a  person  so  charged  sufvport  hiamsif 
spair;  for  struggling  guilt  may  be  warm,  but  imderthem.  Mr.  Hastings  considered  himnV^ 
guilt,  that  is  desperate,  has  nothing  to  do  hot  •*  be  bas  stated,  to  be  under  the  necessity  «f 
to  submit  to  the  consequences  of  it,  to  bear  the  bearing  them.  What  is  that  necaasity  ?  Goik. 
infamy  annexed  to  its  situation,  and  to  try  to  CouU  he  say,  that  Sir  John  GlaTeriag  (fcr  1 
find  some  consolation  in  the  effects  of  guik  ny  nothing  now  of  Colonel  Monsoa  and  Bfr. 
with  regard  to  private  furtime  for  the  scandal  Francu,  %rho  were  joined  with  him)  was  ansa 
it  brin^  them  into  in  public  reputation.    After  ^cak  and  contemptible  ?  I  bdiere  there  ars 
the  business  had  ended  in  India,  the  causes  tliose  among  your  lordships,  who  remember, 
why  he  should  have  given  the  explanation  grew  that  Sir  John  Claveiiog  was  known  before  be 
stronger  and  stronger ;  for  rK>t  only  the  charges  ^^nt  abroad,  and  better  known  by  his  conduct 
exhibited  against  him  were  weighty,  but  the  sAer,  to  be  a  man  of  the  most  distinguished 
manner,  in  which  ho  was  called  upon  to  in-  honour,  that  ever  served  his  majesty ;  he  served 
quiro  into  them,  was  such  as  would,  undoubt-  bis  majesty  in  a  military  situation  for  many 
edly,  tend  to  stir  the  mind  of  a  man  of  cha-  years,  and  aflen^ards  in  that  high  civil  situation 
racter,  to  rotise  him  to  some  consideration  of  in  India.    It  is  knoxvn,  that  through  every  stop 
himncir,  und  to  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  his  ud  gradation  of  a  high  military  serrice,  untii 
defrnce.    Ho  was  goaded  to  make  this  defence  he  arrived  at  the  highest  of  all,  there  never  was 
by  the  words  I  shall  read  to  your  lordships  from  the  least  blot  upon  him,  or  doubt  or  sivpicioa 
Sir  John  Clavering.  of  his  character:  that  his  temper  for  the  most 
"  In    the  late  f>roce(vJings  of  the  revenue  part,  and  his  manners,  were  ftiuv  answerable 
board  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  no  species  to  his  virtues,  and  a  i>oble  omameac  to  \h<m : 
of  peculation,  from  which  the  honourable  go-  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  natured,  best  bred 
vemour- general  has  thought  it  reasonable  to  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  highest  principled 
abstain.*'     He  further  says,  in  answer  to  Mr.  men  to  be  found  in  his  majesty's  service ;  that  hs 
Hastings,  "  The  malicious  view,  with  which  bod  passed  the  middle  time  of  li&,  and  come  to 
this  innuendo  (an  innuendo  of  Mr.  Hastings)  an  age,  which  makes  men  wise  in  general ;  so 
is  thrown  out,  is  only  worthy  of  a  roan,  who,  that  he  could  be  warmed  by  nothing  but  that 
having  disgraced  himself  in  the  eyes  of  overy  noble  indignation  at  guilt,  which  is  the  last 
manof  honour  both  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  and  thing  that   ever  was  or  will  be  extinguished 
having  no  imputation  to  lay  to  our  charge,  in  a  virtuous  mind.    He  was  a  man,  whoss 
has  dared  to  attempt  in  the  dark  what  ma-  voice  was  not  to  be  despised  ;  but,  if  his  cha- 
lice itself  could  not  find  grounds  to  aim  at  racter  had  been  personally  as  contemptible  as 
openly.**  it  was  meritorious  and  honourable  in  every 
Theso  are  tho  charges,  which  were  made  respect,  yet  his  situation  as  a  commissinosr, 
upon  him— not  loosely  in  the  heat  of  convorsa-  named  by  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  express 
tion,  but  deliberately  in  writing,  entered  upon  purpose  of  reforming  India,  gave  him  a  weight 
record,  and  sent  to  his  employers  the  court  of  and  consequence,  that   couki  not  suffer  Mr. 
directors ;  those  whom  the  law  had  set  over  Hastings,  without  a  general  and  strong  pr»> 
him,  and  to  whose  judgment  and  opinion  hs  sumption  of  his  ^ilt,  to  acquiesce  in  such  rs* 
was  responsible.    I>o  your  lordships  believ^  corded  minutes  from  him.    But  if  ha  had  beei 
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A  weak,  if  he  had  been  an  intemperate  man^  was  resolved  to  resign  his  employment.    The 

m  reality  he  was  as  cool,  steady,  temperate,  court  of  directors  were  so  alarmed  at  this  at- 

jodicious  a  man  as  ever  was  bom, — the  court  tempi  of  his  to  resign  his  employment,  thai 

of  directors,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  re-  they  wrote  thus  ;  **  When  you  conceived  the 

^Mnsible  by  every  tie  and  every  principle,  and  design  of  quitting  our  service,  we  imagine  you 

was  made  responsible  at  last  by  a  positive  act  could  not  have  heard  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 

of  (Mirliamcnt  obliging  him  to  yield  obedience  Haslingsf        ♦     *     ♦      ♦     *        yQui.  j^ij 

to  their  commands  as  the  general  rule  of  his  and  ability.*' 

duty :  the  court  of  directors,  I  pay    perfectly  My  lords,  in  this  struggle,  and  before  he 

approved  of  every  part  of  Genor&lClavering's,  could  resign  finally,  another  kind  of  resigna 

Colonel  Monson's,  and  Mr.   Francis's  con-  tion,  the  resignation  of  nature,  took  place,  and 

duct ;  ihey  approved  of  this    inquiry,  which  Sir  John  Clavering  died.    The  character,  that 

Mr.  Hastings  rejected,  and  they  have  declar-  was  given  Sir  John  Clavering  at  that  lime,  is 

•d,  **  That  the  powers  and  instructions  vested  a  seal  to  the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  and 

in  and   given  to  General  Clavering  and  the  the  use,  that  I  shall  make  of  it,  your  lordships 

oCber  |enilemen  were  such  as  fully  authorized  will  see  presently.    "  The  abilities  of  General 

them  m  every  inquiry,   that  seems  to  have  Clavering,  the  comprehensive  knowledge  he 

been  their  object'*'      ♦     *     ♦      Europeans."  had  attained  of  our  affairs,}         ♦     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

Now  after  the  supreme  authority,  to  which  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  to  the  East-India  Company." 
ihey  were  to  appeal  in  all  their  disputes,  had  And  never  had  it  a  greater  loss.  There  ia 
passed  this  judgment  upon  this  very  inquiry,  the  concluding  funeral  oration  made  by  hif 
dio  matter  no  longer  depended  upon  Mr.  Has-  masters,  upon  a  strict,  though  by  no  means 
tings's  opinion  ;nor  could  he  bo  longer  justi-  partial,  view  of  his  conduct.  My  lords,  here 
6od  in  attributing  that  to  evil  motives  either  of  is  the  man,  who  is  the  great  accuser  of  Mr. 
■al ice  or  passion  iu  his  colleagues.  When  the  Hastings,  as  he  says:  what  is  he?  a  slight 
judges,  who  were  finally  to  determine,  who  man,  a  man  of  mean  situation,  a  man  of  mean 
was  malicious,  who  was  passionate,  who  was  talents,  a  man  of  mean  character?  No,  of  the 
or  was  not  Justified,  either  in  setting  on  foot  highest  character.  Was  he  a  person,  whose 
die  inquiry  or  resisting  it,  had  passed  that  conduct  was  disapproved  by  their  common  su- 
jodgment,  then  Mr.  Hastings  was  called  upon  poriours?  No,  it  was  approved  when  living, 
bj  dl  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  by  his  duty  in  and  ratified  when  dead.  This  was  the  man, 
council,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters  the  a  man  equal  to  him  in  every  respect,  upon  tlui 
directors,  who  approved  of  the  zeal  and  dili-  supposedevilmotivesof  whom  ak>ne  was  found- 
fence  shown  in  that  very  inquiry,  the  passion  ed  the  sole  justification  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
of  which  ho  only  reprobated,  and  upon  which  But,  be  it  then,  that  Sir  John  Clavering, 
ba  grounded  his  justification.  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  were  all  of 

U  any  thing  but  conscious  guilt  could  have  them  the  evil-minded  persons,  that  he  describes 

ponibly  influenced  him  to  such  more  than  pa-  them  to  be ;  and  that  from  dislike  to  them,  from 

tieoce  under  this  accusation,  let  us  see  what  a  kind  of  manly  resentment,  if  you  please, 

was  bis  conduct,  when  the  scene  was  chan-  against  such  persons,  an  hatred  against  mali- 

fed.    General  Clavering,  fatigued  and  broken  cioiis  proceedings,  and  a  defiance  of  them,  he 

down  by  the  miseries  of  his  situation,  soon  did  not  think  proper,  as  he  states,  to  make  his 

afterwards  lost  a  very  able  and  affectionate  col-  defence  during  that  period  of  time,  and  while 

league.  Colonel  Monson  (whom  Mr.  Hastings  oppressed  by  that  combination,  yet,  when  he 

•tates  to  be  one  of  the  bitterest  of  his  occuseni)  got  rid  of  the  two  former  persons,  and  when 

a  man  one  of  the  most  loved  and  honoured  of  Mr.  Francis  was  nothing ;  when  thr  whole 

hia  time;  a  person  of  your  lordships*  noble  blood,  majority  was  in  his  hand,  and  he  was  in  full 

and  a  person  who  did  honour  to  it,  and  if  he  had  power,  there  was  a  large,  open,  full  field  for 

been  of  the  family  of  a  commoner,  well  descrv-  inquiry ;  and  he  was  bound  to  re-institute  that 

ad  to  bo  raised  to  your  distinction.    When  that  inquiry,  and  to  clear  his  character  before  hia 

auui  died^-died  of  a  broken  heart,  to  say  no-  judges  and  before  his  masters.    Mr.  Hastings 

(lung  else,  and  General  Clavering  felt  himself  fays.  No  ;  they  have  threatened  me  with  a 

in  a  manner  without  help,  except  what  he  de-  proeecution,  and  I  reserve  myself  for  a  court 

rivod  from  the   firmness,  assiduity,  and  pa-  of  justice. 

tiance  of  Mr.  Francis,  sinkuig  like  himself  Mr.  Hastings  has  now  at  length  taken  a 

tbo  exertion  of  their  own  virtues,  he  ground,  as  you  will  see  from  all  his  writings, 

*  Document  wanting.  t  Document  wanting,    t  Document  wanting 
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which  makes  all  explanation  of  his  conduct  in  ver  incurred  for  nothing.    We  know  Twy  wei 

ihii  business  absolutely  impossible.    For,  in  what  was  said  formerly, 

the  first  place,  he  says,  as  a  prosecution  is  ««  Populua  me  sibilat ;  at  mihl  plasdo 

meditated  against  me,  I  will  say  nothing  in  Ipse  domi,  simul  ac  iiummos  contemplff 

explanation  of  my  conduct,  because  I  might  in  area." 

disclose  my  defence,  and,  by  that  means,  do  And  never  did  a  man  submit  to  infamy  (or  iiiy 

myself  a  prejudice.    On  the  other  hand,  whai  thing  but  its  tnie  reward,  money.    Money  h« 

the  prosecution  u  dropped,  as  we  all  know  it  received,  the  infamy  ho  received  akiog  with 

was  dropped  in  this  case,  then  he  has  a  direct  it ;  he  was  glad  to  take  his  wife  with  all  her 

contrary  reason,  but  it  serves  him  just  as  well,  goods ;  he  look  her  with  her  full  portion ;  with 

Why,  as  no  prosecution  is  intended,  no  de-  every  species  of  infamy,  that  belonged  to  her, 

fence  need  be  made :  so  that  whether  a  prose-  and  your  lordships  cannot  resist  the  opinion, 

cut  ion  is  intended,  or  a  prosecution  dropped,  that  he  would  not  have  sufTered  himself  to  be 

there  is  always  cause,  why  Mr .  Hastings  should  disgraced  willi  the  court  of  directors,  disgraced 

not  give  the  court  of  directors  the  least  satis-  with  his  colleagues,  disgraced  with  the  worUf 

faction  concerning  his  conduct,  notwithstand-  disgraced  upon  an  eternal  record,  unless  hi 

ing,  aswe  shall  prove,  he  has  reiteratedty  pro-  was  absolutely  guilty  of  the  fact,  that  was 

mised,  and  promised  it  in  the  most  ample  aad  charged  upon  him. 

liberal  manner.  But,  let  us  see  if  there  be  any  He  frequently  expresses,  that  ho  reserves 
presumption  in  his  fiivour  to  rebut  the  presump-  himself  for  a  court  of  justice.  Docs  he,  my 
tion,  which  he  know  was  irresistible, and  which  lords  ?  I  am  sorry,  that  Mr.  Hastings  iboald 
by  making  no  defence  fur  his  conduct,  and  show,  that  he  always  mistakes  his  situation , 
stopping  the  inquiry,  must  necessarily  lie  he  has  totally  mistaken  it :  he  was  a  servant 
upon  him.  He  reserves  his  defence,  but  he  bound  to  give  a  satisfactory  acccHmt  of  his  coo- 
promises  both  defence  and  explanation.  duct  to  his  masters ;  and  instead  of  that  ho 

Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  there  is  no  considers  himself  and  the  court  of  directors  u 

where  a  clear  and  positive  denial  of  the  fact.  litigant  parties,  tliem  as  the  accusers,  and  hini> 

Promising  a  defence,  I  will  admit,  does  not  self  as  the  culprit.    What  would  your  lordships 

directly  and  ex  vi  termini  suppose,  that  a  man  in  private  life  conceive  of  a  steward,  who  was 

may  not  deny  the  fact,  because  it  is  just  com-  aocused  of  embezzling  the  rents,  robbing  and 

patible  with  the  defence,  but  it  does  by  no  oppressing  the  tenants,  and  committing  a  thoo- 

ipeans  exclude  the  admission  of  the  fact,  bo-  sandmisdoedsinhisstewardship,  and  who,  qh 

cause  the  admission  of  the  fact  may  be  attend-  on  your  wishing  to  make  inquiry  into  his  cod> 

od  with  a  justification ;  but,  when  a  man  says,  duct,  and  asking  an  explanation  of  it,  should 

that  he  will  explain  his  conduct  with  regard  to  answer,  I  will  give  no  reply  :  you  may  mtend 

a  fact,  then  he  admits  that  fact,  because  there  to  prosecute  mo,  and  convict  me,  as  a  dieat, 

can  be  no  explanation  of  a  fact,  which  has  no  and  tlierefore  I  will  not  give  you  any  satisiac- 

existence.     Therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  admits  tion;  what  would  you  think  of  that  steward?  You 

the  fact,  by  promising  an  explanation,  and  he  could  have  no  doubt,  that  such  a  steward  was 

shows  he  has  no  explanation  or  justification  to  a  person  not  fit  to  be  a  steward,  nor  fit  to  live, 

give,  by  never  having  given  it.    Goaded,  pro-  Mr.  Hastings  reserves  himself  f«r  a  court 

voked,  and  called  upon  for  it  in  the  mamicr  I  of  justice ;  that  single  circtmistance,my  kirds, 

have  mentioned,  he  chooses  to  have  a  feast  of  proves  that  he  was  guilty.      It  may  appear 

disgrace,  if  I  may  say  so  ;  to  have  a  riot  of  in-  very  odd,  that  his  guilt  should  be  inferred  froa 

famy  served  up  to  him  day  by  day  for  a  course  his  desire  of  trial  in  a  court,  in  which  he  could 

of  years  in  every  species  of  reproach,  that  be  acquitted  or  condemned.     But  I  shall  prove 

could  be  given  by  his  colleagu&«i,  and  by  the  to  you  from  that  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Has- 

ccNjrt  of  directors,  from  whom,  he  says,  I  re-  tings,  in  desiring  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  jot- 

ceived  nothing  but  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  tice,  convicts  himselTof  presomptive  guilt 

epithets,  and  he  says,  "  that  his  predecessors  When  Mr.  HaisUogs  went  to  Bengal  in  the 

possessed  more  of  their  confidence  than  he  year  1772,  he  had  a  direetion  exactly  similar  to 

had.*'  this,  which  he  has  resisted  in  his  own  case ;  it 

Yet,  for  years,  he  lay  down  in  that  sty  of  was  to  inquire  into  grievances  and  abuses.  Is 

•Hsgrace,  fattening  in  it;  feeding  upon  that  consequence  of  this  direction  he  proposes  a  pSsB 

ofial  of  disgrace  and  excrement,  upon  every  for  the  regulation  of  the  company's  service,  aad 

thing  that  could  be  disgustful  to  the  human  one  part  ofthat  plan  was  just  what  you  would  flip 

mind,  rather  than  deny  die  fiict,  and  put  him-  pect  from  him,  that  is,  the  power  of  Hestroyiig 

selftipon  a  civil  justification.  Infamy  was  ne-  every  company's  servant  without  the  least  po» 
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M^ility  of  his  being  heard  in  his  own  defcnco  and  detection,  nor  sufficient  to  bring  him  :o 
ir  taking  any  one  step  to  justify  himself,  and  proper  and  adequate  punishment,  therefore  he 
if  dismissing  him  at  his  own  discretion :  and  flew  to  a  court  of  justice,  not  as  a  place  to  de- 
the  reason  ho  gives  for  it  is  this :  "  I  shall  for-  cide  upon  him,  but  as  a  sanctuary  to  secure 
bear  to  comment  upon  the  above  propositions:  hii  guilt.  Most  of  yoiu-  lordships  have  travel- 
if  just  and  proper,  their  utility  will  be  selP-ap-  led  abroad,  and  have  seen  in  the  unreformed 
parent;  one  clause  only  in  the  last  article  may  countries  of  Europe  churches  filled  with  per- 
require  some  explanation,  namely,  tlio  power  sons,  who  take  sanctuary  in  them.  You  do 
proposed  for  the  govemour  of  recalling  any  per-  not  presume,  that  a  man  is  innocent  because 
■on  from  his  station  without  assigning  a  rea-  he  is  in  a  sanctuary  ;  you  know,  that  so  far 
too  for  it.  In  the  charge  of  oppression"  (now  from  demonstrating  his  innocence  it  demon- 
here  you  will  find  the  reason,  why  Mr.  Has-  strates  his  gtiilt ;  and,  in  this  case,  Mr.  Has- 
tings  wishes  to  appeal  to  a  court  of  justice,  tings  flies  not  to  a  court  for  trial,  but  as  a 
rather  than  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  em-  sanctuary  to  secure  him  from  it. 
pftoyers)  "  though  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  Let  us  just  review  the  whole  of  his  con- 
people,  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  duct;  let  us  hear  how  Mr.  Hastings  has  pro- 
K  ii  yet  impo!)siblo  in  ilnost  cases  to  obtain  ceeded  with  regard  to  this  whole  aJ^air.  The 
legal  proof:)  of  it ;  and  unless  the  discretionary  court  of  justice  dropped;  the  prosecution  in 
power,  which  I  have  reconunended,  be  some-  Bengal  ended.  With  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  as 
where  lodged,  the  assurance  of  impunity  from  chief  justice,  who  as  your  lordships  have  seen 
any  formal  inquiry  will  baflle  every  order  of  had  a  most  close  and  honourable  connexion 
the  board,  as,  cm  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  with  the  governour-general  (all  the  circum- 
ihe  consequence  will  restrain  every  man  with-  stances  of  which  I  need  not  detail  to  you,  as 
in  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he  knows  himself  ii  must  be  fresh  in  your  lordships' memory) 
Uabto  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single  con-  he  had  not  much  to  fear  from  the  imparti;:!- 
troul."  You  see  Mr.  Hastings  himself  is  of  ity  of  the  court.  He  might  be  sure  the  forma 
opinion,  that  the  cries  of  oppression,  though  of  law  would  not  be  strained  to  do  him  mis- 
extorted  from  a  whole  people  by  the  iron  hand  chief ;  therefore  there  was  no  great  terrour  in 
qf  severity :  tnat  those  cries  of  a  whole  people,  it ;  but  whatever  terrour  there  might  bo  in  it 
attended  even  with  authentic  documents,  suf-  was  overblown,  because  his  colleagues  refue- 
ficient  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man,  may  bo  ed  to  carry  him  into  it,  and  therefore  that  cp> 
totally  insufficient  to  convict  the  oppressor  in  portunity  of  defence  is  gone.  In  Europe  he 
a  court ;  and  yet  to  that  court,  whose  .compe-  was  afraid  of  making  any  defence,  but  the 
too(*e  ))<;  denies,  to  that  very  court  he  appeals,  prosecution  here  was  also  soon  over  ;  and  in 
in  that  ho  puts  his  trust,  and  upon  that  ground  ihe  House  of  Commons  he  takes  this  ground 
ho  refuses  to  perform  the  just  promise  he  had  of  justification  for  not  giving  any  explana- 
given  of  any  explanation  to  those  who  had  tion,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  received 
employed  him.  perfect  satisfaction  of  his  innocence  ;  and  he 
Now  I  put  this  to  your  lordships ;  if  a  man  named  persons  of  great  and  eminent  charac- 
bof  opinion,  that  no  public  court  can  truly  and  tor  in  the  profession,  whose  names  certainly 
properiy  bring  him  to  any  account  for  his  con-  cannot  be  mentioned  without  highly  impos- 
doct ;  Uiat  the  fcNms  observable  in  courts  are  ing  upon  the  prejudices  and  weighing  down 
totally  adverse  to  it  ;  that  there  is  a  general  almost  the  reason  of  mankind.  He  quotes 
ineompetency  with  regard  to  such  a  court ;  and  their  opinions  in  his  favour,  and  argues,  that 
yet  shuns  a  tribunal  cnpabio  and  competent,  the  exculpation,  which  they  give,  or  are  sup- 
and  applies  to  that,  which  he  thinks  is  Incapa-  posed  to  give  him,  should  excuse  him  from 
Ue  and  incompetent,  docs  not  that  man  plainly  any  further  explanation. 
Aow,  that  he  has  rejected  what  he  thinks  will  My  lords,  I  believe  I  need  not  say  to  great 
prove  his  guilt,  and  that  he  has  chosen  what  he  men  of  the  profession,  many  of  the  first  omu- 
ihinks  will  be  utterly  insufficient  to  prove  it  ?  ments  of  which  I  see  before  me,  that  they  are 
Aad  if  this  be  the  case,  as  he  asserts  it  to  be,  very  little  influenced  in  the  seat  of  judgment 
with  an  under  servant,  think  what  must  be  the  by  the  opinions  which  they  have  given  in  th? 
Mao  of  the  upper  servant  of  all ;  for,  if  an  in-  chamber,  and  they  are  perfectly  in  the  right ; 
\noar  servant  is  not  to  be  brought  to  justice,  because  while  in  the  chamber  they  hear  but 
irfaat  must  be  the  situation  of  a  govemour-  one  part  of  the  cause  ;  it  is  generally  brought 
Mneral  7  It  is  impossible  not  to  see,  that,  as  before  them  in  a  very  partial  manner,  and 
be  had  conceived,  that  a  court  of  justice  had  they  have  not  the  lights,  which  they  posseae, 
act  sufficient  means  to  bring  his  crimes  to  light  when  they  sit  deliberately  down  upon  the  tri* 
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i\  to  examine  into  it ;  and  for  this  reason  minds,  and  sound  judgment,  that  I  am  not 
they  discharge  their  minds  from  every  preju-  sure,  if  it  was  res  inUgra,  I  would  not  haT« 
dice,  that  may  have  arisen  from  a  foregone  rather  hesitated  myself  (who  am  now  here  an 
partial  «  pinion,  and  come  uninfluenced  by  it  accuser)  what  judgment  to  give, 
as  to  a  new  cause.  This,  we  know,  is  the  It  does  happen,  that  there  are  very  singular 
glory  of  the  great  lawyers,  who  have  presided,  circumstances  in  this  business,  to  which  year 
and  do  preside,  in  the  tribunals  of  this  ooun-  lordships  will  advert ;  and  you  will  consider, 
try ;  but  we  know  at  the  same  time,  that  what  weight  they  ought  to  have  upon  your  kxd- 
those  opinions  (which  they  in  their  own  miod  ships'  minds.  The  person,  who  is  now  lb* 
reject,  unless  supported  aderwards  by  clear  solicitor  of  the  company,  is  a  very  respectable 
and  authentic  testimony)  do  weigh  upon  the  man  in  the  profession — Mr.  Smith ;  he  was  at 
rest  of  mankind  at  least  ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  time  also  the  company's  solicitor,  and  he 
to  separate  the  opinion  of  a  great  and  learn-  has  since  appeared  in  this  cause  as  Mr.  Hat- 
ed man  from  some  consideration  of  the  person,  tings's  solicitor.  Now  there  is  something  par- 
who  has  delivered  that  opinion.  ticular  in  a  man's  being  the  solicitor  to  a  party, 
Mr.  Hastings  being  conscious  of  this,  and  who  was  prosecuting  another,  and  continuing 
not  fearing  the  tribunal  abroad  for  the  reason  aflerwards  in  his  office,  and  becoming  the  soli- 
that  I  gave  you,  namely,  his  belief  that  it  was  citor  to  the  parly  prosecuted.  It  would  be 
not  very  adverse  to  him  ;  and  also  knowing  nearly  as  strange,  as  if  our  solicitor  were  to 
that  the  prosecution  there  was  dropped,  had  be  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  prCK 
'  but  one  thing  lefl  for  his  consideration,  which  secution  and  trial  before  your  lordships.  It  it 
was,  how  he  should  conflict  with  the  tribunal  true,  that  we  cannot  make  out,  nor  do  we  aU 
at  home  :  and,  as  the  prosecution  must  origi-  tempt  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Smith  was,  at  that 
nate  from  the  court  of  directors,  and  be  autho-  time,  actually  Mr.  Hastings's  solicitor:  all 
rized  by  some  great  law  opinions,  the  great  that  we  shall  attempt  to  make  out  is,  that  the 
point  with  him  was,  some  way  or  other  by  his  case  he  produced  was  just  such  a  case,  as  a 
party.  I  will  not  say  by  what  means  or  circum-  solicitor,  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  hit 
stances,  but  by  some  party  means,  to  secure  client,  and  not  anxious  for  the  prusecutioo, 
a  strong  interest  in  the  executive  port  of  the  would  have  made  out.  My  lords,  I  have  neatt 
India  house.  My  lords,  was  that  interest  used  to  remark,  that  the  opinion,  which  the  coundi 
properly  and  fairly  ?  I  will  not  say,  that  friend-  gave  in  this  case,  namely,  a  very  doubtfal 
ship  and  partiality  imply  injustice ;  they  cer^  opinion,  accompanied  with  strong  censure  of 
tainly  do  not ;  but  they  do  not  imply  justice,  the  manner  in  which  the  case  was  stated,  wu 
The  court  of  directors  took  up  this  affair  with  drawn  from  them  by  a  case,  in  whic!^  I  charge, 
great  warmth ;  they  committed  it  to  their  soli-  that  there  were  murepreKnlal^on^  tuppnmgk^ 
citor,  and  the  solicitor  would  naturally  (as  most  and  faUification. 

solicitors  do)  draw  up  a  case  a  little  favour*  Now,  my  lords,  in  making  this  charge  I  an 
ably  for  the  persons  tliat  employed  him  ;  and  in  a  very  awkward  and  unpleasant  situation ; 
if  there  was  any  leaning,  which  upon  my  word  but  it  is  a  situation,  in  which,  with  all  the  die- 
I  do  not  approve  in  the  management  of  any  agreeable  circumstances  attending  it,  I  must 
cause  whatever,  yet  if  there  was  a  leaning,  it  proceed.  I  am,  in  this  business,  obliged  to 
must  be  a  leaning  for  the  client.  name  many  men  :  I  do  not  name  them  wan- 
Now  the  council  did  not  give  a  decided  tonly,  but  from  the  absolute  necessity,  as 
opinion  against  the  prosecution,  but,  upon  the  your  lordships  will  see,  of  the  case.  I  do  nol 
hce  of  the  case,  they  expressed  great  doubts  mean  to  reflect  upon  this  gentleman ;  I  believe, 
upon  it ;  for  with  such  a  strange,  disorderly,  at  the  time  when  he  made  this  case,  and  e»* 
imperfect,  and  confused  case,  as  was  laid  be-  pecially  the  article,  which  I  state  as  a  faU' 
fore  them, they  could  not  advise  a  prosecution:  Jloation,  he  must  have  trusted  to  some  of  the 
and,  in  my  opinion,  they  went  no  further  ;  and  servants  of  the  company,  who  were  but  youof 
indeed  upon  that  case,  that  went  before  them,  in  their  service  at  that  time.  There  was  a 
f ,  who  am  authorized  by  the  Commons  to  pro-  very  great  errour  committed,  but  by  whom,  or 
secute,  do  admit,  that  a  great  doubt  might  lie  bow,  your  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  in- 
opon  the  most  deciding  mind,  whether,  under  quiry  will  find.  What  I  charge  first  is,  that 
the  circumstances  there  stated,  a  prosecution  the  case  was  improperly  stated  ;  2dly,  that  k 
could  be  or  ought  to  be  pursued.  I  do  not  say,  was  partially  stated  ;  and  that,  afterwards,  a 
which  way  my  mind  would  have  turned  upon  further  report  was  made  upon  reference  to  tbs 
that  very  imperfect  state  of  the  case ;  but  I  still  same  oflkier  in  the  committee.  Now,  my  lonl% 
allow  so  much  to  their  very  great  ability,  great  of  the  (fat  se  charges,  which  I  have  made,  thf 
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iro  filmier,  namely,   the  miirepresentation,  council  of  Bengal  reapecting  the  conduct  of 

tad  Bupprossion,  were  applicable  to  the  case ;  the  members  of  the  last  administration.   That 

hat  all  the  three,  misrepresentation,  suppres-  inquiry  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  charge 

lion,  and  falsification,  were  applicable  to  the  and  not  the  charge  brought  forward,  as  they 

report.  would  have  it  believed,  in  consequence  of  the 

This  I  say  in  vlcaication  of  the  opinions  inquiry.  There  is  no  mention,  that  that  in- 
given,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  quiry  had  been  expressly  ordered  by  the  court 
who  may  be  imposed  upon  by  them.  I  wi^  of  directors  ;  but  it  is  stated,  as  though  it  was  a 
the  word  to  bo  understood  :  when  I  say  impo§'  voluntary  inquiry.  Now  there  is  always  some- 
erf,  I  always  *noan  by  it  the  weight  and  autho*  thing  doubtful  in  voluntary  inquiries  with  re- 
nty  carried  ;  a  meaning,  which  this  word  per-  gard  to  the  people  concerned.  He  then  sup- 
ha|M  has  not  got  yet  thoroughly  in  the  English  poses  upon  this  inquiry  that  to  be  the  charge, 
language ;  but  in  a  neighbouring  language  im-  which  is  not  the  charge  at  all.  The  crime,  as 
posm/f  means,  that  it  weighs  upon  men's  minds  I  have  stated,  consisted  of  two  distinct  parts, 
with  a  sovereign  authority.  To  say,  that  the  but  both  inferring  the  same  corruption:  the 
opinions  of  learned  men,  though  even  thus  ob-  first,  two  lacks  of  rupees  taken  expressly  ibr 
tained,  may  not  have  weight  with  this  court,  or  the  nomination  of  this  woman  to  this  place, 
with  any  court,  is  a  kind  of  compliment  I  can-  and  the  other,  one  lack  and  an  half  of  rupees 
■o(  pay  to  them  at  the  expense  of  that  common  in  effect  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the 
■ature,  in  which  I  and  all  human  beings  are  name  and  colour  of  an  entertainment.  The 
involved.  drawer  of  the  case  finding,  that  in  the  one 

He  states  in  the  case  the  covenants  and  the  case,  namely,  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  the  evi- 

•alary  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  his  emoluments,  ence  was  more  weak,  but  that  no  justification 

very  fairly.    I  donot  object  to  any  part  of  that,  could  be  set  up  ;  finding  in  the  other,  the  lack 

He  then  proceeds  to  state  very  partially  the  and  an  half  of  rtipecs,  the  proof  strong,  and 

busineiP,  upon  which  the  committee  of  circuit  not  to  be  resisted,  but  that  some  justification 

went,  and  without  opening  whose  conduct  we  was  to  be  found  for  it,  lays  aside  the  charge 

eannot  fully  bring  before  you   this  charge  of  of  the  two  lacks  totally  ;  and  ^he  evidence  be- 

bribery.    He  then  states,  "  That  an  inquiry  longing  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  rather 

having  been  made  by  the  present  supreme  weak,  is  applied  to  the  other  charge  of  a  lack 

council  of  Bengal,  respecting  tlie  conduct  of  and  an  half,  the  proof  of  which  upon  its  own 

the  members  of  the  last  administration,  several  evidence  was  irresistible, 

aharges  have  been  made,  staling  moneys  very  My  speech,  I  hope,  your  lordships  consider 

improperly  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  during  as  only  pointing  out  to  your  attention  these 

tile  time  of  the  late  administration ;  among  particulars.    Your  lordships  will  see  it  exen>- 

t;iese  is  one,  of  his  having  received  150,000  plified  throughout  the  whole,  that  when  there 

rupees  of  Munny  Begum,  the  guardian  of  the  is  evidence  (for  some  evidence  is  brought)  that 

jMbob,  who  is  an  infant."  does  belong  to  the  lack  and  an  half,  it  is  en- 

In  this  slatcmrnt  of  the  case  every  thing  is  tirely  passed  by,  the  most  material  circum- 

put  out  of  its  true  place.     Mr.  Hastings  was  stances  are  weakened,  the  whole  strength  and 

■oc  charged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  an  half  force  of  them  taken  away.    Every  one  knows 

of  rupees  from  Munny  Begum,  the  guardian  how  true   it  is  of  evidence,  junda  juvant: 

ofthenabob,  for  she  was  not  then  his  guardian;  but  here  everything  is  broken  and  smashed 

but  he  was  charged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  disorder  appears 

an  half  of  rupees  for  removing  the  nabob's  through  the  whole.    For  your  lordships  will 

<ywn  mother,  who  was  his  natural  guardian,  observe,  that  the  proof,  that  belongs  to  one 

and  substituting  Uiis  step-mother,  who  was  a  thing,  is  put  as  belonging  to  another,  and  the 

prostitute,  in  her  place ;  whereas  here  it  sup-  proof  of  the  other  brought  in  a  weak  and 

poses  he  found  her  a  guardian,  and  that  she  had  imperfect  manner  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  and 

■ade  him  a  present,  which  alters  the  whole  with  every  kind  of  observation  to  *ebut  and 

nature  of  the  case.     The  case,  in  the  recital  weaken  it ;  and  when  tliis  evidence  is  produc- 

«f  the  charge,  sets  out  with  what  every  one  of  ed,  which  appears  inapplicable  almost  in  all 

jour  lordanips  knows  now  not  to  be  the  truth  the  parts,  in  many  doubtful,  confused,  and  per- 

if  the  fact,  nor  the  thing,  that  in  itself  implies  plexed,  and  in  some  even  contradictory,  which 

the  criminality :  he  ought  to  have  stated  that  it  will  be,  when  the  evidence  to  one  thing  ti 

in  the  beginning  of  the  business.    The  sup-  brought  to  apply  and  bear  upon  another :  good 

proOTions  in  the  recital  are  amazing :  he  states  hopes  were  entertained  in  consequence,  that 

•n  inquiry  having  been  made  by  die  aupreme  that  wouki  happen,  which  in  part  did  happen, 
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maelr,  thmt  the  counsel,  diBtmcted  and  ooo-  ed,  be  is  muter  both  of  tSe  hmytn,  aad  of 

fiwed,  and  finding  no  satisfaction  in  the  case,  the  mind  of  mankind. 

eould  not  adrise  a  prosecution.  My  k>rds,  I  have  here  attempted  to  point 

But  what  is  still  more  material  and  wei^tjr,  out  the  extreme  inconsistencies  and  defects  of 

many  particulars  are  suppressed  in  this  case,  this  proceeding  ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  to 

and  still  more  in  ihe  report ;  and  turning  from  consider,  with  respect  to  these  proceedings  of 

the  case  to  the  proceedings  of  the  persons,  who  the  India  house  in  their  prosecutions,  that  it  is 

are  supposed  to  have  the  management  of  the  in  the  power  of  some  of  their  officers  to  make 

UMjuiry,  they  bring  forward,  as  an  a|>pendLZ  to  statements  in  the  manner  that  I  have  describ- 

ihis  case,  Mr.  Hastings's  own  invectives  and  ed,  then  to  obtain  the  names  of  great  lawyers, 

diarge  against  these  persons,  at  the  very  same  and  under  their  sanction  to  carry  the  accused 

lime  that  they  suppress  and  do  not  bring  ibr-  through  the  worid  as  acquitted, 
ward,  either  in  the  diarge  or  upon  the  report.         These  are  the  material  circumstances,  whidi 

what  the  other  |iarty  have  said  in  their  own  will  be  submitted  to  your  lordships'  sober  coo- 

justification.     The  consequence  of  this  ma-  eideration  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.      I 

oa^emcnt  was,  that  a  body  of  evidence,  which  have  now  tfated  them  on  these  two  accounts: 

would  have  made  this  case  the  clearest  in  the  first,  to  rebut  the  reason,  which  Mr.  HasCingt 

workl,  and  which  I  hope  we  shall  make  to  ap-  has  assigned  ibr  not  giving  any  satisfactioa  t« 

pear  so  to  your  lordships,  was  rendered  for  the  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  because  they 

most  part  inapplicable,  and  the  whole  puz^d  did  not  want  it,  having  dropped  a  prosecutioe 

■nd  confused :  I  say,  for  the  most   part,  for  upon  great  authorities  and  opinions  :  and  next 

some  parts  di<i  apply,  but  niiserably  applied,  to  to  show  your  lordships,  how  a  business,  begun 

the  case.    From  their  own  state  of  the  case  in  bribery,  is  tu  be  supported  only  by  fraud, 

they  would  have  it  inferred,  thai  the  fault  was  deceit,  and  collusion  :  and  bow  the  receiving 

not  in  their  way  of  representing  it,  but  in  the  of  bribes  by  a  govemour-general  of  Bengal 

infirmity,  confusion,  and  disorder  of  the  prooCi  tends  to  taint  the  whole  service  from  b^inning 

themselves  ;  but  this,  I  trust,  we  shall  satisfy  to  end,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
you  'is  by  no  means  the  case.    I  rest,  however,         But  though  upon  the  partial  case,  that  was 

upon  the  proof  of  partiality  in  this  b<»iness,  of  presented  to  them,  these  great  lawyers  did  wA 

the  imposition  upon  the  council,  whether  de-  advise  a  prosecution  ;  and  though  even  upoa 

signed  or  not,  and  of  the  bias  given  by  adding  a  full  representation  of  a  case,  a  lawyer  might 

an  appendix  with  Mr.  Hastings's  own  remarks  think  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted, 

upon  the  case,  without  giving  the  reasons  of  the  yet  he  may  consider  him  to  be  the  vilest  man 

other  parties  for  their  conduct.    Now,  if  there  upon  earth.    We  know,  men  are  acquitted  to 

was  nothing  else  than  the  fallacious  recital,  the  great  tribunals,  in  which  several  brds  of 

and  afterwards  the  suppression,  I  believe  any  this  country  have  presided,  and  who,  perhaps, 

rational  and  sober  man  would  see  perfect,  good,  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  there,  and  pro> 

and  sufficient  ground  for  laying  aside  any  au-  secuted  before  them,  and  yet  about  whose  de- 

thority,  that  can  be  derived  from  the  opinions  linquency  there  could  be  no  doubt.    But  though 

of  persons,  though  of  the  first  character;  (and,  we  have  here  sufficient  reason  to  justify  the 

I  am  sure,  no  man  living  does  more  homage  to  great  lawyers,  whose  names  and  authorities  are 

their  learning,  impartiality,  and  understanding,  produced,  yet  Mr.  Hastings  has  extended  thai 

than  I  do :)  first,  because  the  statement  of  the  authority  beyond  the  lengUi  of  their  opinions, 

case  has  thrown  the  whole  into  confusioo ;  and  For  being  no  longer  under  the  terrour  of  the 

secondly,  as  to  the  matter,  added  as  an  appen-  law,  which,  he  said,  restrained  him  from  mak 

dix,  which  gives  the  representation  of  the  de-  ing  his  defence,  he  was  then  bound  to  give 

linqtient,  and  omits  the  representation  of  his  that  satisfiu^on  to  his  masters  and  the  world, 

prosecutors,  it  is  observed  very  properly  and  which  every  man  in  honoi:li>  is  bound  to  do, 

very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  men,  before  when  a  grave  accusation  is  brought  agaiut 

whom  this  evidence  was  laid,  that  "  The  evi-  him.     But  this  business  of  the  law  I  tnsh  to 

dsnce,  as  it  is  here  stated,  is  still  more  defec-  sleep  from  this  moment,  till  the  time  when  it 

tire,  if  the  appendix  is  adopted  by  the  direc-  shall  come  before  you  ;  thoug'i  I  suspect,  and 

tors,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  case,  have  had  reason  (sitting  in  committees  in  the 

For  that  throws  discredit  upon  all  the  informa-  House  of  Conunons)  to  believe,  that  there  was 

tioo  so  collected.'*    Certainly  it  does ;  fin  if  in  the  India  house  a  bond  of  iniquity,  sora^ 

tlM  delinquent  party,  who  is  to  be  prosecuted,  where  or  other,  which  was  able  to  impose  ii 

k»  be^rd  with  his  own  representation  of  the  the  first  instance  upon  the  solicitor,  tlie  gufll 

»,  and  that  of  his  prosecutora  be  suppress-  of  which  being  of  another  natuie  I  shall  #«N 
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kereafter,  thai  your  lordships  may  be  able  to  di»-  he  had  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr. 
oover,  through  whose  means,  aud  whose  fraud,  Hastings's  judgment.  "  The  meeting  of  the 
Mr.  Hastings  ohtained  these  opinions.  council  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the  go- 
lf, however,  all  tlie  great  lawyers  had  been  vemour ;  and  I  think  the  duration  of  it  m  nl 
unanimous  upon  that  occasion,  still  it  would  do  so  too.  But  it  was  as  great  a  crime  to 
have  been  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  say,  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister 
I  cannot,  according  to  my  opinion,  be  brought  motives,  as  it  would  be  to  assume  the  power 
to  give  an  account  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  I  of  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  not.  I  believe,  ho 
have  got  great  lawyers  to  declare,  that  upon  is  the  first  governour,  that  ever  dissolved  a 
the  case  laid  before  them  they  cannot  advise  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he 
a  prosecution  ;  but  now  is  the  lime  for  me  to  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon  three 
eome  forward,  and  being  no  longer  in  fear,  councils,  and  dissolve  thorn,  he  had  time  fully 
that  my  defence  may  be  turned  against  me,  I  to  consider  what  would  be  ihe  result  of  such 
will  produce  my  defence  for  the  satisfaction  of  conduct,  to  convinoe  every  body,  beyond  a  doubif 
my  masters,  and  the  vindication  of  my  own  qffuM  eonadma  guiU." 
character.  But  besides  this  doubtful  opinion,  Mr.  Sayer,  then,  among  other  learned 
for  I  believe  your  lordships  will  find  it  no  people  (and  if  he  had  not  been  the  man  that 
better  than  a  doubtful  opinion,  given  by  persona  I  have  described,  yet  from  his  intimate  con* 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  honrvir,  and  given  nexion  with  the  company  his  opinion  roust  be 
with  a  strong  censure  upon  the  state  of  the  supposed  to  have  great  weight)  having  used 
ease,  there  were  also  some  great  lawyers,  men  expressions  as  strong  as  the  persons,  who 
of  great  authority  in  the  kingdom,  who  gave  a  have  ever  criminated  Mr.  Hastings  most  for 
fuH  anJ  decided  opinion,  that  a  prosecution  the  worst  of  his  crimes,  have  ever  used  to 
ought  to  be  instituted  against  him ;  but  the  qualify  and  describe  them,  and  having  ascribed 
coiu-t  of  directors  decided  otherwise,  they  his  conduct  Ili  base  and  sinister  motives,  he 
overruled  those  opinions,  and  acted  upon  the  was  bound  upon  that  occasion  to  justify  that 
opinions  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings.  When,  strongconduct  allowed  to  be  legal,  and  charged 
therefore,  he  knew,  that  the  great  men  in  the  at  the  same  time,  to  be  violent.  Mr.  Has- 
law  were  divided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  pro-  tings  was  obliged  then  to  produce  something 
•ecution,  but  that  the  directors  had  decided  in  his  justification :  he  never  did.  Therefore, 
in  his  favour,  he  was  the  more  strongly  for  all  the  reasons  assigned  by  himself,  drawn 
bound  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  his  con-  from  the  circumstances  of  prosecution  and 
duct.  non-prosecution,  and  from  opinions  of  lawyers 
But  there  was  another  great  reason,  which  and  colleagues ;  the  court  of  directors  at  the 
should  have  induced  him  to  do  this ;  one  great  same  time  censuring  his  conduct,  and  strongly 
lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  lordships,  Mr.  applauding  the  conduct  of  those,  who  were 
Sayer,  a  very  honest  intelligent  man,  who  had  adver5eto  him,  Mr.  Hastings  was,  I  say,  from 
long  served  the  company,  and  well  knew  their  those  accumulated  circumstances,  bound  to 
•flairs,  had  given  an  opinion  concerning  Mr.  get  rid  of  the  infamy  of  a  conduct,  which 
Hastings*s  conduct  in  stopping  these  prosecu-  ooukl  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  base  and 
lions.  There  was  an  alistract  question  put  to  sinister  motives,  and  which  could  have  no 
Mr.  Sayer,  and  other  great  lawyers,  separat-  effect  but  to  convince  men  of  his  conscious- 
ed  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  lliis  ness  that  he  was  guilty.  From  all  these  cir^ 
business,  concerning  a  point,  which  incident-  cumstances  I  infer,  that  no  man  could  have 
ally  arose ;  and  this  was,  whether  Mr.  Hae*  endured  this  load  of  infamy,  and,  to  this  time, 
tmgs,  as  govemour-general,  had  a  power  so  have  given  no  explanation  of  his  conduct, 
to  dissolve  the  council,  that  if  he  declared  it  unless  for  the  reason,  which  this  learned 
dissolved,  they  could  not  sit,  and  do  any  legal  counsel  gives,  and  which  your  lordships,  and 
and  regular  act.  It  was  a  great  question  with  the  world  will  give,  namely,  his  conscious  guilt, 
the  lawyers  at  the  time,  and  them  was  a  dif^  AAer  leaving  upon  your  minds  that  pre 
Terence  of  opinion  on  it.  Mr.  Sayer  was  one  fumption,  not  to  operate  without  proof,  but  tt 
oTthose  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  operate  along  with  the  proof  (though,  I  idke 
the  governour- general  had  a  power  of  dtssolv-  it, there  are  some  presumptions,  that  go  ihf  hA 
ing  the  council,  and  that  the  council  couki  not  length  of  proof)  I  shall  not  press  it  U>  the 
legally  sit  after  such  dissolution:  but  what  leigtb  to  which  I  think  it  would  g>.  hit  use 
was  his  remark  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  7  it  only  as  auxiliary,  assisting,  and  '^  *ii«>«irga. 
and  you  must  suppose  his  remark  of  nnore  lory  of  all  the  other  evidences,  0  x.  ^>  d'«f/;j 
weight,  because,  upon  the  alistract  question,  with  it. 
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TVre  li  another  ctreiiiiistuic*,  wfaieh  noit  drMidfiH  extortian,  tending  to  Under  dit  pe» 
eoene  before  your  lordships  in  this  basinea*.  pie  who  give  it,  not  only  frocn  giving  enter 
If  you  find,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  received  tainroent,  but  from  baring  bread  to  eat  them- 
the  two  Ucks  of  ntpees,  then  you  wifl  selves.  Therefore,  if  any  such  entertainment 
find,  that  he  was  guilty,  without  colour  or  was  customary,  the  custom  was  perverted  by 
pretext  of  any  kind  whatever,  of  acting  in  the  abuse  of  its  being  continued  (or  three 
violation  of  his  covenant,  of  acting  in  viola*  months  together.  It  was  longer  than  Aha- 
lion  of  the  bws,  and  all  the  rules  of  honour  mems'l  finst.  There  is  a  feast  of  reason 
ind  conscience.  If  you  find,  that  he  has  and  a  flow  of  soul ;  but  Mr.  Hastings's  feast 
taken  the  lack  and  an  half,  which  he  admits,  was  a  feoat  of  avarice,  and  a  6ow  of  money : 
but  which  he  justifies  under  the  pretence  of  no  wonder  be  was  unwilling  to  rise  from  such 
■n  entertainment,  I  riiall  beg  to  say  some-  a  table ;  he  continued  to  sit  at  that  table  (or 
thing  to  your  lordships  concerning  that  justifi-     three  months. 

cation.  In  his  covenant  he  is  forbidden  expressly  to 

The  justification  set  up  is,  that  he  went  up     take  any  allowance  above  £.400,  and  fbrbid- 
from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  and  paid  a     den  to  take  any  allowance  above  £.100  with- 
visit  of  three  months,  and  that  there  an  allow-     out  the  knowledge,  consent,  and  approbatioQ 
ance  was  made  to  him  of  two  hundred  pounds     of  the  council  to  which  he  belongs  ; — now,  he 
a  day  in  lieu  of  an  entertainment.    Now,  my     takes  £.16,000,  not  only  without  the  coment 
lords,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  determine,  if  there     of  the  council,  but  without  their  knowledge  ; 
was  such  a  aistom,  whether  or  no  his  cove-     without  the  knowledge  of  any  other  human 
Bant  justifies  his  conformity  with  it  I  remem-     being:  it  was  kept  hid  in  the  darkest  and 
ber  Lord  Coke,  talking  of  the  Brehon  law  in     nioet  secret  recesses  of  his  own  black  agents 
Ireland,  says,  it  is  no  law,  but  a  lewd  custom,     and  confidants,  and  those  of  Munny  Begum. 
A  govemour  is  to  conform  himself  to  the  laws     Why  is  it  a  secret  ?  Hospitality,  generosi^, 
of  his  own  country,  to  tlio  stipulations  of  those     virtues  of  that  kind,  are  full  of  display :  there 
that  employ  them,  and  not  to  the  lewd  customs     is  an  ostentation,  a  pomp  in  them ;  tbey  want 
of  any  other  country:  those  customs  are  more     to  be  shown  to  the  world,  not  concealed.    The 
honoured  in  tlie  breach  than  in  the  obeervance.     concealment  of  acts  of  charity  is  what  makes 
If  Mr.  Hastings  was  really  feasted  and  en-     tbem  acceptable    in  the  eyes  of  Him,  with 
tertained  with  the  magnificence  of  the  coun-     regard  to  whom  there  can  be  no  conceabnent : 
try,  if  there  was  an  entertainment  of  dancmg     but  acts  of  corruption  are  kept  secret,  not  to 
giris  brought  out  to  amuse  him  in  his  leisure     keep  them  secret  from  the  eye  of  Him,  whom 
hours,  if  he  was  feasted  with  the  hooka  and     the  person,  that  olMerves  the  secrecy,  does  not 
every  other  luxury,  there  is  something  to  be     fear,  nor  perhaps   believe  in ;  but  to  keep 
•aid  for  him,  though  I  should  not  justify  a  go-     them  secret  from  the  eyes  of  mankind,  whose 
vemour-general    wasting  his   days    in    that     opinions  he  does  fear  in  the  immediate  effect 
manner.     But  in  faet  here  was  no  entertain-     of  them,  and  in  their  future   consequences, 
ment,  that  could  anount  to  such  a  sum ;  and     Therefore,  he  had  but  one  reason  to  keep  this 
be  has  no  where  proved  the  existence  of  such     ao  dark  and  profound  a  secret,  till  it  was  drag- 
a custom.  ged  into  day  in  spite  of  him;  he  had  no 

But  if  such  a  custom  did  exist,  which  I  reason  to  keep  it  a  seoxt,  but  his  knowing 
contend  is  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  bear  the 
in  the  observance,  that  custom  is  capable  of  light.  Charity  is  the  only  virtue,  that  I  ever 
being  abused  to  the  grossest  extortion  ;  aqd  heard  of,  that  derives  from  its  retirement  any 
that  it  was  so  abused,  will  strike  your  lord-  part  of  its  lustre  ;  the  others  require  to  be 
i^ips*  minds  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  hardly  spread  abroad  in  the  face  of  day.  Such  can- 
need  detail  the  circumstances  of  it.  What !  dies  should  not  be  hid  under  a  bushel,  and, 
£  JOO  to  be  given  to  a  man  for  one  day's  en-  like  the  illuminations  which  men  light  up 
tartainment  ?  If  there  is  an  end  of  it  there,  when  they  mean  to  express  great  joy  and 
k  ruins  nobody,  and  cannot  be  supposed,  to  a  great  magnificence  for  a  great  event,  their 
great  degree,  to  corrupt  any  body ;  but,  when  very  splendour  is  a  part  of  their  excellence, 
that  entertainment  is  renewed,  day  afler  day.  We  upon  our  feasts  light  up  this  whole  capital 
for  three  months,  it  is  no  longer  a  compliment  city :  we  in  our  feasts  invite  all  the  world 
to  the  man,  but  a  great  pecuniary  advantage  t  to  partake  them.  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  ia 
•nd,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  person  giving  it,  the  dark ;  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  alone ;  Mr. 
a  grievous,  an  intolerable  burden.  It  then  Hastings  feasts  like  a  wikl  beast ;  he  growls 
becomes  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  and     in  the  corner  over  the  dying  and  the  dead* 
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ika  ih«  tigen  of  that  coQotry,  who  drag  thur  thMiiMtppIicabletohfaB,IkDOwiiot.    Inj, 

frty  into  the  jungka*    Nobody  knows  of  it,  that  tho  alkmanoe  of  ^SfiOO  waa  ooblo  and 

liU  ho  is  brought  into  judgment  tor  tho  flock  liboral ;  for  it  ia  not  aboro  a  dajr  or  iwo^^ 

BO  has  destroyed.    His  is  the  entertainment  journey  to  Moorshedabad,  and  by  his  taking 

of  Tantalus  ;   it  is  an  entertainm«it  from  his  road  by  Kisienagore,   he  could  not  b« 

which  the  vm  hid  his  light.  kxiger.    He  had  a  salary  to  live  upon,  and  he 

But  wa?  .1  an  entertainment  upon  a  visit  ?  must  live  somewhere  ;  and  he  was  actually 

Was  Mr.  Hastings  upon  a  visit?    No;  he  paid  i^  .3,000  for  travelling  charges  for  three 

was  executing  a  commission  for  the  company  months,  which  was  at  the  rate  of  £.12,000  a 

u  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moor-  year — a  large,  an  abundant  sum. 

shedabad,  and  by  no  means  upon  a  visit  to  If  you  once  admit,  that  a  man  for  an  enter- 

the  nabob.    On  tho  contrary,  he  was  upon  tainment  sliail  take  sixteen  thousand  pounds, 

something,  tlial  might  bo  more  properly  called  there  never  will  be  any  bribe,  any  corruption, 

a  vi«/a<ton;   he  came  as  a  heavy  calamity,  that  may  not   be  justified;  tho  corrupt  man 

like  a  famine  or  a  pestilence  on  a  country ;  he  has  notlnng  to  do  but  to  make  a  visit,  and  then 

came  there  to  do  the  severest  act  in  tJie  world,  Uiat  very  moment  he  may  receive  any  sum 

as  ho  himself  expresses,  to  take  the  bread —  under  tho  name  of  this  entertainment;  ths* 

literally  i\w  broad,  from  about  a  thousand  of  moment  his  covenants  are  annulled,  his  bonds 

the  nobles  of  tlie  country,  and  to  reduce  them  and  obligations  destroyed,  the  act  of  parlia- 

lo  a  situation,  which  no  man  can  hear  of  with-  ment  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery  ; 

out  shuddering.    When  you  consider,  that,  it  is  no  longer  corruption,  it  is  no  longer  pecu- 

while  he  was  thus  entertained  himself,  he  was  lation ;  it  is  nothing  but  thanks  for  obliging 

faimi.shing    fourteen  hundred  of  the   nobility  inquiries,  and  a  compliment  according  to  the 

and  gentry  of  the  country,  you  will  not  con-  mode  of  the  country,  by  which  he  makes  his 

ct'ivc  it  to  be  any  extenuation  of  his  crimes,  fortune. 

lliat  he  was  there,  not  upon  a  visit,  but  upon  What  hinders    him  from    renewing    that 

a  duty  the  harshest,  that  couki  be  executed,  visit?    If  you  support    this  distinction,  you 

both  to  the  persons,  who  executed,  and  the  will   teach  the  govemour-gcneral,  instead  of 

people,  who  sutTered  from  it.  attending  his  business  at  the  capiul,  to  make 

It  is  mentioned  and  supposed  in  ilio  uhs^r-  journeys  through  the  country,  putting  every 

vations  upon  this  cose,  ii)oug)i  no  rircum*  great  man   of  tliat  country  under  the  most 

stances  relative  to  tho  person,  or  the  nature  ruinous  contributions;  and  as  this  custom  is 

of  the  visit,  arc  stated,  :hal  this  cxpensn  wojr  in  no  manner  confined  to  the  govemour-gene« 

something,  which  he  uiigla  have  charged  lo  ral,  but  extends,  as  it  must  upon  that  princi 

the  company,  and  did  not.     It  i.s  first  sup-  |»le,  to  every  servant  of  tho  company  in  any 

posed  by  the  learned  counsel,  who  made  tho  station  whatever,  then,  if  each  of  them  were 

observation,  that  it   was  a  public,  allowed,  to  receive  an  entertainment,  I  will  venture  to 

and  acknowledged  thing  ;  then,  that  he  had  say,  that  the  greatest   ravage  of  an  hostile 

not  charged  the  company  any  tiling  (or  it.    I  army  couki  not  indeed  destroy  the  country 

have  looked  into  that  business :  in  the  first  more  entirely  than  the  company's  sen'ants  by 

place,  I  see  no  such  custom ;  and  if  there  %vas  such  visits. 

such  a  custom,  there  was  the  most  abusive  Your  lordships  will  see,  that  there  are 
Inisemployment  of  it.  I  find  tliat  in  that  year  grounds  for  suspicion,  rK>l  supported  with  the 
there  was  paid  from  the  company's  cash  ac-  same  evidence,  but  with  evidence  of  great 
count  to  the  govemour's  travelling  charges  probability,  that  there  was  another  entertain- 
(and  he  had  no  other  journey  at  that  end  of  ment  given  at  tho  expense  of  another  lack  of 
the  year)  thirty  thousand  ru(»ces,  which  is  rupees ;  and  there  is  also  great  probsbilily, 
about  ^.-^OOO ;  and  when  we  consider  that  be  that  Mr.  Hastings  received  two  lacks  of  rupees 
was  in  the  receipt  of  near  £.30,000,  besides  and  Mr.  Middleton  anoUier  lack.  The  whole 
the  nuT^iers,  which  amount  to  several  thou-  of  the  nabob's  revenues  would  have  been  ex- 
sand  a  year,  and  that  he  is  allowed  £3,000  haustcd  by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  staid 
by  the  company  for  his  travelling  expenses ; —  there  a  whole  year,  and  they  staid  three  months. 
is  it  right  to  charge  upon  the  miserable  peo-  Nothing  will  be  secured  from  the  company's 
pie  whom  he  was  defrauding  of  their  bread,  servants,  so  long  as  they  can  find,  under  this 
iB.16,000  for  his  entertainment?  name,  or  under  pretence  of  any  corrupt  cus- 

I  fmd,  that  there  are  also  other  great  sums  tom  of  the  country,  a  vicious  excuse  for  this  oor- 

relativo  to  the  expenses  of  the  committee  of  nipt  piaclice.    The  excise  is  worse  tlian  the 

circuit,  wlr':li  he  was  upon.    How  much  of  thing  itself.    I  leave  it  then  with  your  judg» 
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MMAt   to  decide,  whether   you  will    or  not  he  would  have  abfUioed  fi on  firiag  anjfiv 

(if  (hit  juattification  comet  before  you)  esta-  iber  ground  foriufpicion  by  arepetitioB  of  tlM 

Uuih  a  |irinciple,  which  wouU  put  all  Bengal  tame  acta  through   the  tame  person  ;  ai  oc 

in  a  w'iTfle  lituatif/n   than  an  hostile  army  other  reason  could  be  furnished  for  such  acts, 

eould  do,  and  ruin  aD  the  company's  servants  done    directly  contrary  to  the  order  of  hit 

by  sending  them  from  their  duty  to  go  round  super iourt,  but  that  he  was  actuated  by  the 

robbing  tlie  whole  country  under  the  name  of  influence  of  bribery.    Your  lordshipa  would 

entertaimn'ints.  imagine,  that  when  this  Munny  Begum  waa 

My  Undn,  I  have  now  done  with  this  fint  removed  upon  a  charge  of  corrupcion,  Mr. 
part ;  namely,  the  presumption  arising  from  Hastings  would  have  left  her  quiet  io  tranquil 
his  refiMal  to  moke  any  defence,  on  pretenoe  obscurity,  and  that  he  would  no  longw  have 
that  the  charge  bnHJglit  against  him  might  be  attempt^  to  elevate  her  intoa  situation,  which 
referred  to  a  0'>urt  of  justice,  and  from  the  furnished  against  himself  so  much  disgra<!e 
non«perforrnancc  of  his  promise  to  give  satis-  and  obloquy,  and  concerning  which  he  stood 
faction  to  his  employers;  and  when  that  pre-  charged  with  a  direct  and  positive  act  of  bri- 
tence  was  removed,  still  refusing  to  give  that  bery.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that  upoo 
fatisfaction,  though  suffering  as  he  did  under  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate.  Ma- 
a  load  of  infamy  and  obloquy,  and  Uiough  homed  Reza  Kh^n,  this  woman  was  appoint- 
arged  to  give  it  by  persons  of  the  greatest  ed  to  supply  his  place.  The  govemour-gene- 
eharacter.  I  have  staled  this  to  your  lordships  rol  aivd  oouncil  (the  majority  of  them  being 
as  the  strongest  presumption  of  guilt,  and  that  then  Sir  John  Clave  ring.  Colonel  Monsoo, 
this  proinunption  is  strengthened  by  the  very  and  Mr.  Francis)  had  made  a  provisional  ar- 
axcuMe,  which  ho  fabricated  for  a  part  of  his  rangcment  for  the  time,  until  they  should  be 
bribes,  when  ho  knew,  tliat  the  prw)f  of  them  authorized  to  611  up  the  place  in  a  proper  man- 
was  irrcHiiitible,  and  tliat  tliis  excuse  is  a  high  ner.  Soon  after  there  came  from  Europe  a 
aggravation  of  his  guilt ;  that  tliis  excuse  is  letter,  expressing  the  satisfaction  which  the 
not  supported  by  law,  that  it  is  not  supported  court  of  directors  had  received  in  the  acquit- 
by  reason,  that  it  does  not  stand  with  his  tal  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  expressing  a  re- 
ooTonant,  but  carries  with  it  a  manifest  proof  gard  for  his  character,  an  high  opinion  of  his 
of  corruption ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  justified  abilities,  and  a  great  disposition  to  make  him 
by  any  principle,  custom,  or  usage  whatever,  some  recompense  for  his  extreme  suffering; 
My  lordu,  I  say  I  have  done  with  the  pre-  and  accordingly  they  ordered,  that  he  should 
■uroptiouarisingfromhisconduct  as  it  regard-  be  again  employed.  Having  no  exact  ideal 
ed  the  fact  specifically  charged  against  him,  of  the  state  of  employments  in  that  country, 
and  with  respect  to  the  relation  he  stood  in  they  made  a  mistsike  in  the  specific  employ- 
lo  the  court  of  directors,  and  from  the  attempt  ment,  for  which  they  named  him ;  for  being  a 
he  madif  to  justify  that  conduct.  I  believe  Mahomedan,  and  the  head  of  the  Mahome- 
your  lordshipN  will  think  both  one  and  the  other  dans  in  that  country,  he  was  named  to  an  o& 
strong  ilreKumptions  of  his  criminality,  and  of  fice,  which  must  faie  held  by  a  Geatoo.  But 
his  knowledge,  that  the  act  he  was  doing  was  the  majority,  I  have  just  named,  who  never 
oriminal.  endeavoured  by  any  base  and  delusive  means 

I  have  another  fact  to  lay  before  your  lord-  to  fly  from  their  duty,  or  not  to  execute  it  al 

ihips,  which  affords  a  further  presumption  of  all,  because  they  were  desired  to  execute  it 

his  guilt,  and  which  will  show  the  mischiev-  in  a  way,  in  which  they  could  not  execute  it, 

ous    ciMisequences  of  it;  and,  I  (rust,  your  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order;  and  6nding, 

lordships  will  not  blame  me  for  going  a  little  tliat  Mahomed  Reza  RhAn,  before  his  ina- 

^into  it.    Your  lordships  know  we  charge,  that  prisonment  and  trial,  had  been  in  poasessior 

the  appointment  of  such  a  woman  as  Munny  of  another   empk>yment,   they  followed   the 

Brgtim  to  the  guardianship  of  the  nabob,  to  spirit  of  the  inetnictions  of  the  directors,  and 

the  supcrintendency  of  the   civil  justice  of  replaced  him  in  that  employment;  by  which 

the  country,  and  to  the  represent ation  of  the  means  there  was  an  end  put  le  the  government 

whole  goremroent,  was  made  for   no  other  of  Munny  Begum ;  the  country  reverted  to  its 

pur|>ose,  than  that  through  this  corrupt  woman  natural  state,  and  men  of  the  first  rank  in  the 

i^.  16. 000  a  year,  the  whole  tattered  remains  country  were  placed  in  the  first  situatians  ■ 

t^  thi"  nabob's  grandeur,  might  be  a  prey  tt  it.    The  seat  of  judicature  was  filled  with 

Mr.  Hastings  ;  it  could  be  for  no  other.     Now  wisdom,  gravity,  and  learning,  and  MumyB»- 

your  Kirdships  would  imagine,  that  af^er  this,  gum  simk  into  that  situatioa,  into  which  a 

luM>\*ing  he  was  already  grie\-tNuly  suq>ected,  woman,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  prectMMi 
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Int  sho  kad  been  engaged  in,  naturally  would  her,  not  out  of  that  part  of  the  nabob's  allow- 
mk  at  her  time  of  life.    Mr.  Hastings  re-  ance,  which  was  to  support  the  seraglio,  but 
nated  this  appointment.    He  trifled  with  the  out  of  the  allowance  of  this  very  magistrate, 
company's  orders  on  account  of  the  letter  of  just  as  if  such  a  thing  had  been  done  here  out 
ihem,  and  endeavoured  to  disobey  the  spirit  of  the  salary  of  a  lord  chancellour  or  a  lord 
of  them.      However  the    majority  overbore  chief  justice  \ — out  of  the  two  lacks  and  an 
him ;  they  put  Mahomed  Rcza   Khiin  into  half  of  rupees,  that  is,  about  twenty-four  or 
bis  former  situation,  and  as  a  proof  and  seal  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  a  year,  he  ordeiw 
to  the  honour  and  virtue  of  their  diaracter,  ed  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  Munny  Begum 
diere   was  not  a    breath  of  suspicicm,  that  of  72,000  rupees  per  annum,  or  i^. 7,200  a 
they  had  any  corrupt  motive  for  this  conduct,  year ; — for  the  nabob's  own  mother,  whom  ho 
They  were  odious  to  many  of  the  India  house  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordinate  situation,  he 
here;  they  were  odious  to  that  corrupt  influ-  made  an  allowance  of  £.S,000; — to  the  Siiddeiw 
once,  which  had  begun  and  was  going  on  to  u)-Huk  KhAn,  which  is,  translated  into  £ng- 
nnn  India.     But  in  the  face  of  all  this  odium,  lish,  the  k>rd  chief  justice,  he  allowed  the  same 
they  gave  the  appointment  to  Mahomed  Reza  sum,  that  he  did  to  the  dancing  girl,  (which 
KMn,  because  the  act  contained  in  itself  its  was  very  liberal  in  him,  and  I  am  rather  asto- 
own  justification.    Mr.  Hastings  made  a  vio-  nished  to  find  it)  namely,  ^.7,200  a  year. 
Uni  protest  against  it,  and  resisted  it  to  the  And,  who  do  you  think  was  the  next  public 
best  of  his  power,  always  in  favour  of  Munny  officer  he  appointed  ?    It  was  the  rajah  Cvoor 
Begum,  as  your  lordships  will  see.    Mr.  Has-  dass,  the  son  of  Nundcomar,  and  whose  tes- 
tingf  sent  this  protest  to  the  directors ;  but  the  timony  he  has  attempted  both  before  and  since 
directors,  as  soon  as  the  case  come  before  them,  this  occasion  to  weaken.    To  him,  however, 
acknowledged  their  errour,  and  praised  the  he  gave  an  employment  of  £.6,000  a  year,  as 
majority  of  the  council,  Sir  John  Clavering,  if  to  make  through  the  son  some  compensa- 
Coloncl  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  for  the  tion  to  the  manes  of  the  father.    And  in  this 
wi«e  and  honourable  part  they  had  taken  upon  manner,  he  distributes  with  a  wild  and  liberal 
the  occasion,  by  obeying  tho  spirit  and  not  profusion,  between  magistrates  and  dancing 
the  letter ;  commended  the  act  they  had  done ;  girls,  tho  whole  spoil  of  Mahomed  RezaKh4n, 
confirmed  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  in  his  place ;  notwithstanding  the  company's  direct  and  po- 
ind to  prevent  that  great  man  from  being  any  sitive  assurance  given  to  him.    Every  thing 
kMigcr  the  sport  of  fortune,  any  longer  the  play     was  done  at  the  same  time,  to  put,  as  it  was 
of  avarice,  !>ctween  corrupt  govemours  and     before,  into  tho  hands  of  this  dancing  girl,  the 
dancing  girls,  they  gave  him  the  pledged  faith     miserable  nabob's  whole  family;  and  that  the 
of  the  company,  that  he  should  remain  in  that     fund  for  corruption  might  be  large  enough,  he 
office  as  lon^  as  his  conduct  deserved  their  pro-     did  not  take  the  money  for  this  dancing  girl 
taction ;  it  was  a  good  and  an  honourable  tenure,     out  of  the  nabob's  separate  revenue,  of  which 

My  lords,  soon  afterwards  there  happened  he  and  the  dancing  girl  had  the  private  disposal 
two  lamentable  deaths,  first  of  Colonel  Mon-  between  them.  Now,  upon  what  pretence  did 
■on,  afterwards  of  General  Clavering.  Thus  h«do  all  this?  The  nabob  had  represented  to 
Mr.  Hastings  was  set  loose ;  there  was  an  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  was  now  of  age ;  that 
inspection  and  a  watch  upon  his  conduct,  and  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince  ;  that 
no  more.  Ke  was  then  just  in  the  same  situa-  being  independent  and  sovereign  in  his  situa- 
tion, in  which  he  had  stood  in  1772.  What  tion,  and  being  of  full  age,  he  had  a  right 
does  he  do?  Even  just  what  he  did  in  177SL  to  manage  his  own  concerns  himself;  and. 
He  deposes  Mahomed  Reza  Khikn,  notwith-  therefore,  he  desired  to  be  admitted  to  that 
■tanding  the  company's  orders ;  notwithstand-  management:  and  indeed,  my  lords,  ostensi- 
ing  their  pledged  faith ;  he  turns  him  out,  and  bly,  and  supposing  him  to  have  been  this  indo- 
nakes  a  di^rtribution  of  two  lacks  and  an  half  pendent  prince,  and  that  the  company  had 
of  rupees,  llie  salary  of  that  great  magistrate,  no  authority,  or  had  never  exercised  any 
in  the  manner  I  will  now  show  your  lordships,  authority  over  him  through  Mr.  Hastings, 
Ho  made  an  arrangement  consisting  of  three  there  might  be  a  good  deal  said  in  favour  of 
main  parts ;  the  first  was  with  regard  to  the  this  request.  But  what  was  the  real  state  of 
women,  tlie  next  with  regard  to  the  magistracy,  the  case  ?  The  nabob  was  a  puppet  in  the 
Che  last  with  regard  to  the  officers  of  state  of  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Munny  Begum ; 
die  household.  and  you  will  find  upon  producing  the  corre- 

The  first  person,  that  occurred  to  Mr.  spoodence,  that  he  confesses,  that  she  was 
Hastings,  was  Munny  Begum,  and  he  gave    the  aitimate  object  and  end  of  this  roquesL 
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I  AiMH,  (hboorrespoorlence,  wh«reb  a  flOD  had  prermileii  upon   hin  ia  m 

■  mftde  to  pethioD,  to  bis  own  Dame,  for  the  proper  a  request.     He  aars,  **  Kuumm%  it 

alaratioo  of  a  dancing  fiH,  his  step-mother,  for  my  interest  and  adranlafc,  that  the  ad- 

abore  himseif  and  rrerj  body  else,  will  appear  ministratiaB  of  the   affairs  of  the   nixaaHit 

to  yoor  lordships  such  a  curiositj  as,  I  beiieve,  siioald  be  restored  to  her  hifhoeas  the  M obbj 

is  not  to  be  found  in  the  state  oorrespoodence  of  Begum,  I  hare  already  troubled  yon  with  my 

the  wlKiie  world.     The  nabob  begins  thus: —  request  that,  regardinf  ray  sinatioa  w*.*!  an 

**  The  excellency  of  that  policy,  hij  which  her  eye  of  famor,  you  will  approve  of  this  awa* 

bi^mess  the  begum  (meaning  Manny  Begoro,)  sure.    I  am  credibly  inlbrmed,  thai  aonae  one 

(may  her  shadow  be  iar  extended)  forroeHydu*  of  my  enemies,  firom  selfish  Tiews,  has,  Q>r 

ring  the  time  of  her  administration,  transacted  the  purpose  of  orersetting  thu  measorv,  writ- 

the  affairs  of  the  nizarout  in  the  very  best  and  ten  you,  that  the  said  begum  procured  firom 

most  advantageous  manner,  was,  by  means  of  me  1^  artifice  the  letter  I  wrote  ytm  cq  this 

the  delusions  of  enemies,  disguised  tmder  the  aobject.    This  causes  me  the  greatest  asto- 

appearance  of  friends,  hidden  from  me.    Hav-  ntshment.   Please  to  consider,  that  artifice  ami 

ing  lately  seriously  reflected  on  my  own  affairs,  dehsion  are  confined  to  cheats  and  impostors, 

I  tm  convinced,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  ma-  and  can  never  proceed  firom  a  person  of  socfa 

tamal  affection,  was  highly  proper,  and  for  my  exalted  rank,  who  is  the  head  and  patron  of 

interest ;  and  that  except  the  said  begtm  is  all  the  family  of  the  deceased  nabob,  my  lather 

again  invested  with  the  administration,  the  and  that  to  be  deluded,  being  a  proof  of  weak« 

regulatxjQ  and  prosperity  of  thu  family,  which  neas  and  folly,  can  have  no  relation  to  me,  ex* 

is  in  fad  her  own,  cannot  be  effected.    For  oept  the  inventor  of  this  report  considers  me 

this  cause,  from  the  time  of  her  suspensioD  as  void  of  understanding,  and  has  represented 

tmlil  now,  I  have  passed  my  time,  and  do  so  me  to  the  gentlemen  as  a  blockhead  and  an 

still,  in  great  trouble  and  imeasineas.    As  aH  idiot.    God  knows  how  harshly  such  expres 

affairs,  and  particularly  the  happiness  and  pros-  sions  appear  to  me  ;  but  as  the  truth  or  &lse- 

parity  of  this  family,  depend  on  your  pleasure,  hood  has  not  yet  been  fully  ascertained,  I  have 

I  now  trouble  you,  in  hopes,  that  you  Ekewise,  therefore  suspended  my  demand  of  satisfac- 

concurring  in  tivs  point,  will  be  so  kind  as  to  tion.    Should  it  be  true,  be  so   kind  as  to 

write  in  fit  and  proper  terms  to  her  highness  inform  me  of  it,  that  the  person  may  be  made 

the  begum,  that  ohe  will  always,  as  formerly,  to  answer  for  it."    My  lords,  here  is  a  very 

employ  her  authority  in  the  administration  of  proper  demand  ;  the  nabob  is  astoni^ed  at 

the  nizamut  and  tlie  affairs  of  this  fiuiiily.'*  the  suspicion,  that  such  a  woman  as  Munny 

This  letter,  my  lords,  was  received  upon  Begum,  whose  trade  in  youth  had  been  delu- 

the  23d  of  August ;  and  your  lordships  may  sion,  should  be  capable  of  deluding  any  body, 

observe  two  thin^  in  it ;  first,  that  some  way  Astonishing  it  certainly  was,  that  a  woman, 

or  otiicr  this  nabob  had  been  (as  the  fact  was)  who  had  been  a  deluder  in  youth,  should  be 

made  to  express  his  desire  of  being  released  suspected  to  be  the  same   in  old  age ;  and 

from  his  subjection  to  the  Munny  Begum  ;  that  he,  a  young  man,  shouki  be  subject  to 

btit  that  now  he  had  got  new  lights,  all  the  her  artifices  ; — "  they  must  suspect  me  to  be 

misU  are  gone  ;  and  he  now  finds,  that  Mun-  a  great  blockhead,"  he  says,  "  if  a  man  of 

ny  Begum  is  not  only  the  fittest  person  to  my  rank  is  to  be  deluded."     There  he  forgot, 

govern  him,  but  the  whole  country.     This  that  it  is  the  unhappy  privilege  of  great  men  to 

young  man,  whoso  incapacity  is  stated,  and  be  cheated,  to  be  deluded, much  more  than  other 

never  denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  Lord  persons :  but  ho  thought  it  so  impossible,  in 

Comwallis,  and  by  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he  says, "  pro- 

who  know  him,  begins  to  be  charmed  with  ducemo  the  traitor,  that  could  suppose  it  pos- 

the  excellency  of  the  policy  of  Munny  Begum,  siblo  for  me  to  be  deluded,  when  I  call  for 

Such  is  his  violent  impatience,  siich  the  im-  this  woman  as  the  govemour  of  the  country, 

possibility  of  his  existing  an  hour  but  under  I  demand  satisfaction."      I  rather  wonder, 

the  government  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he  that  Mr.   Hastings  did  not  inform  him  who 

writes  again  on  the  25th  of  August,  (he  had  it  was,  that  had  reported  so  f^ross  and  impro* 

really  the  impatience  of  a  lover)  and  within  bable  a  tale,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  fiiry  of 

five  days  afterwards  writes  again,  so  impatient,  the  nabob. 

BO  anxious  and  jealous  is  this  young  man  to         Mr.  Hastings  is  absolutely  besieged  b;? 

be  put  under  the  government  of  an  old  dancing  him  ;  for  he  receives  another  letter  upon  this 

woman.      He   is  afraid   lest  Mr.  Hastings  3d  of^  September.    Here  are  four  letters  fol 

should  imagine,  that  some  sinister  influence  lowing  one  another  quick  as  post  expresiea 
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ilh  boms  sounding  before  them.    (%,  I  die,  he   sends   a  complaint  to  Mr.   Hasting*— 

perish,  I  sink,  if  Munny  Begtim  is  not  put  **  That  certain  bad  men  had  gained  an  aa- 

ilo  the   government  of  the   country.     **  I,  cendency  orer  the  nabob's  temper,  by  whose 

lerefore,  desire  to  have  her  put  into  the  go-  instigation  he  acts."  After  complaining  of  the 

emnient  of  the  country;  and  that  you  will  not  slights  he  receives  from  the  nabob,  he  adds, 

Mp  me  longer  in  this  painful  suspense,  but  will  "  thus  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me,  somo- 

e  kindly  pleased  to  write  immediately  to  the  times  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindness, 

Aunny  Begum,  that  she  take  on  herself  the  just  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him :  their 

dministration  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut,  view  is,  that  by  compelling  me  to  displeasure 

riiich  is  in  fact,  her  own  family,  without  the  at  such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force 

■tarfercnce  of  any  other  person  whatever ;  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join 

J  this  you  will  give  me  complete  satisfac-  with   them,  and  act  by    their    advice,   and 

ioiv'*    Hero  is  a  correspondence  more  like  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to 

A    amorous   than   a   state   correspondence,  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might 

^^Hiat  is  this  man  so  eager  about,  what  in  draw  profit  to  themselves."    This  is  followed 

oeh  a  rage  about,  that  he  cannot  endure  the  by  another  letter,  in  which  he  shows  who 

anailest  delay  of  the  post  with  common  pa-  those  corrupt  men  were,  that  had  gained  the 

ieoco— why,  lest  this  old  woman  (who  is  not  ascendency  over  the  nabob's  temper — namely, 

tis  mother,  and  with  whom  he  had  no  other  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum ;  one  of  them 

10  of  blood)  should  not  be  made  mistress  of  her  direct   instrument   in  bribery  with  Mr. 

liiDself  and  the  whole  country  !  However,  in  a  Hastings.    What  you  would  expect  from  such 

'ery  few  months  afterwards  he  himself  is  ap-  a  state  of  things  accordingly  happened.    Every 

Minted  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  government;  thing  in  the  course  of  justice  was  confounded  ; 

ndyou  may  easily  judge  by  the  preceding  let*  all  official  responsibility  destroyed;  and  iio- 


,  who  was  to  govern.    It  would  be  an  affront  thing  but  a  scene  of  forgery,  peculation,  aixi 

o  your  lordships'  judgment,  to  attempt   to  knavery  of  every  kind  and  description  pre- 

NTOve,  who  was  to  govern,  after  he  had  desir-  vailed  through  the  country,  and  totally  dis- 

m1  to  put  the  whole  govemmoit  of  affiiirs  into  turbed  all  order  and  justice  in  it.    He  says, 

he  hands  of  Munny  Begum.    Now  Munny  "  The  begum's  ministers,  before  my  arrival, 

Begum  having  obtained  this  salary,  and  being  with  the  advice  of  their  counsellors,  caused 

Jivested  with  this  authority,  and  made  in  cf-  the  nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence 

Ssct  the  total  and   entire  govemour  of  the  of  which  they  received  at  two  different  limes 

XNintry,  as  I  have  proved  by  the  nabob's  let-  near  60,000  rupees,  in  the  name  of  the  officers 

:ara;  let  us  see  the  consequences  of  it ;  and,  of  the  adawlet,  foujdarry,  &c.  from  the  com- 

lieo,  I  desire  to  know,  whether  your  lordships  pany's  circar;  and  having  drawn  up  an  ao> 

Baa  believe,  that  in  all  this  haste,  which,  in  count  current  in  the  manner  they  wished,  they 

act,  is  Mr.  Hastings's  haste  and  impatience  ;  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me." 

[fcr  we  shall  prove,  that  the   nabob    never  In  the  same  letter  he  asserts,  *'  that  these  peo- 

lid  or  could  take  a  step  but  by  his   imme-  pie  have  the  nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 
Uate   orders  and  directions  ;)  whether  your        My  lords,  you  see  here  Mr.  Hastings  ena- 

ordships   can    believe,    that  Mr.   Hastings  bling  the  corrupt  eunuchs  of  this  wicked  old 

nrould   incur  all  the   odium  attending  such  woman  to  draw  upon  the  company's  treasury 

nasactions,  unless  he  had  Bomo  corrupt  con-  at  their  pleasure,  under  forged  papers  of  tha 

lideration.  nabob,  for  just  such  moneys  as  ihcy  please, 

My  lords,  very  soon   after  these  appoint-  under  the  name  and  pretence  of  giving  it  to 

aeots  were  made,  consisting  of  Munny  Be-  the  officers  of  justice,  but  which  they  distribute 

{um  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  the  lord  chief  among  themselves  as   they  think    fit.     This 

justice   under  her,  and  under  her  direction,  complaint  was  soon  followed  by  another,  and 

ind  rajah  Goordass  as  steward  of  the  house-  they  furnish,  first,  the  strongest  presumptive 

mid  ;  the  first  thing  we  hear  is,  just  what  your  proofof  the  corrupt  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings : 

ordahips  expect  to  hear  upon  such  a  case,  and  secondly,   they  show   the   horrible  mil- 

that  this  unfortunate  chief  justice,  who  was  a  chievous    effects    of  his    conduct   upon  tha 

aan  undoubtedly  of  but  a  poor,  low  disposi-  country. 

ion,  but   I  believe  a  perfectly  honest,  per-         In  consequence  of  the  first  complaint,  Mr. 

bctly  well  intentioncd  man,  found  it  absolutely  Hastings  directs  this  independent  nabob  not 

impossible  for  him  to  execute  his  office  under  to  concern  himself  any  longer  with  tlie.  fooj* 

hm  direction  of  Munny  Begum ;  and,  accord-  darry.    The  nabob,  who  had  before  declared, 

iDgljr,  in  the  month  of  September  following,  that   the  superintendence  of  all  the     ~ 
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belonged  to  him,  and  was  to  be  executed  by  lutely  necessary  to  restore  the  country  to  a 

himself,  or  under  his  orders,  instantly  obeys  state  of  tranquillity." 

Mr.  Hastings,  and  declares,  he  will  not  inters         My  lords,  what  evidence  do  we  produce 

fere  in  the  business  ofthe  courts  any  more.  Your  to  your  lordships  of  the  consequences  of  Mr. 

lordships  will  observe  further,  that  the  com-  Hastings's  corrupt  measures  ? — ^his  own.    H« 

plaint  is  not  against  the  nabob,  but  against  hero  gives  you  the  state,  into  which  the  coun- 

the  creatures  and  the  menial  servants  of  Munny  try  was  thrown  by  the  criminal  interference  of 

Begum,  and  yet  it  is  ihe  nabob  he  forbids  to  the  wicked  woman,  wh<xn  he  had  established 

interfere  in  this  business ;  of  the  others  he  in  power,  totally  superseding  the  regular  judi- 

takes  no  noiice ;  and  this  is  a  strong  proof  of  cial  authority  of  the  country,  and  throwing 

Uie  corrupt  dealings  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  every  thing  into  confusion.    As  usual  there  is 

this  woman.    When  the  whole  country  was  such  irregularity  in  his  conduct,  and  his  crimes 

fallen  into  confusion  under  the  administration  are  so  multiplied,  that  all  the  contri\'ances  of 

of  this  woman,  and  under  her  corrupt  ministers,  ingenuity  are  unable  to  cover  them :  now  and 

men   base-bom  and  employed  in  the  basest  then  he  comes  and  betrays  himself;  and  here 

offices  (the  men  of  the  household  train  of  the  he  confesses  to  you  his  own  weakness,  and  tho 

women  of  rank  in  that  country  are  of  that  effects  of  his  own  corruption; — he  had  appoint- 

description)  he  writes  to  the  nabob  again,  and  ed  Munny  Begum  to  this  office  of  power,  be 

himself  confesses   the    mischiefs,    that   had  dare  not  say  a  word  to  her  upon  her  abuse  of 

arisen  from  his  corrupt  arrangements.  it,  but  he  lays  the  whole  upon  the  nabob. 

'<  At  your  excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sud-  When  the  chi^  justice  complains,  that  these 

der-ul-Huk  Khiin  to  take  on  him  the  adminis-  crimes  were  the  consequence  of  Murniy  Be- 

stration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adawlet   and  gum's  interference,  and  were  committed  by 

phousdarry ,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  her  creatures ;  why  did  he  not  say  to  the  nabob} 

to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  excellency ;  the  begum  must  not  interfere ;  the  begum'f 

but  that  through  his  abilities  and  experience  eunuchs  must  not  interfere?    He  dared  not; 

these  afiairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  because  that  woman  had  concealed  all  the 

such  manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  bribes  but  one  from  public  notice  to  gratify 

the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  ;  him  ;  she  and  Yatibar-Ali-Kh&n,  her  ministefi 

and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern  I  learui  who  had  the  principal  share  in  this  destructioB 

that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  of  justice,  and  perversion  of  all  the  prinapal 

with  the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  functions  of  government,  had  it  in  their  power 

both  of  the  phousdarry  and  adawlet  are  in  the  to   discover  the  whole.    Mr.  Hastings  was 

greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  rol>*  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that  concealment, 

beries  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout  to  support  her  and  to  support  him.    Eveiy 

the  country.    This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  evil  principle  was  at  work.      He  bought  a 

want  of  a  proper  authority  in  the  person  ap-  mercenary  silence  to  pay  the  same  back  to 

pointed    to  superintend   thera.      I  therefore  them.    It  was  a  wicked  silence,  the  concedk 

addressed  your  excellency  on  the  importance  ment  of  their  cor.nnui  guilt.     There  was  at 

and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  once  a  corrupt  gratitude  operating  mutually  by 

the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  a  corrupt  influence  on  both  ;  and  a  corrupt  fear 

of  the  person  chosen  to  administer  them.    In  influencing  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which 

reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed  senti-  did  iN>r  permit  him  to  put  an  end  to  Uiis  scene 

ments  coincident  with  mine.    Notwithstand-  of  ;lisordcr  and  confusion,  bought  at  the  tat' 

ing    which,    your   dependants    and   peof^e,  pensa  of  £.24,000  a  year  to  the  company, 

actuated  by  selfish  and  avaricious  views,  have  You  will  hereafter  see  what  use  ho  makes  of 

by  their  interference  so  impeded  the  business,  the  evidence  of  Yatibar-AU-Kh^n,   and  of 

as  to  throw  tlie  whole  country  into  a  state  of  this  woman,  for  concealing  their  guilt, 
confusion,  from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  it         Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  tir- 

but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  tuous  majority,  whose  reign  was    but  ^Oft, 

the  superintendent.    I  therefore  request,  that  and  two  of  whom  died  of  grief  and  vexation 

your  excellency  will  give  the  strictest  injuno-  under  the  impediments  which  they  met  with 

tions  to  all  your  dependants  not  to  interfere  in  from  the  corruptions  and  oppositions  of  Bfr. 

any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  Hastings  (their  indirect  murderer ;  for  it  is  wd 

afiairs  of  the  adawlet  and  phousdarry ;  and  that  kno^n  to  the  world,  that  their  hearts  were  thai 

you  will  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  broken,)  put  their  conduct  out  of  all  suspicioa, 

lierein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  manage-  for  they  ordered  an  exact  account  to  be  kept  br 

Boot  of  Sudder-ul-Huk  Khdc    This  is  abso-  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  ;   though,  certainly*  ^ 
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person  in  the  country  could  be  trusted,  he,  render  him  worthy  of  their  protection.    We 

h»  character,  might ;  but  they  did  not  therefore  repeat  our  declaration,  that  to  r«* 

■Bt  him,  because  they  knew  the  company  did  quire  the  dismission  of  a  prime  minister,  thus 

4»  suffer  them  to  trust  any  man  :  they  order-  circumstanced,  without  producing  Uie  smallest 

I  mn  exact  account  to  be  kept  by  him  of  the  proof  of  his  infidelity  to  tlio  company,  or  Ten- 

liK)b*8  expenses,  which  finally  must  be  the  turing  to  charge  him  with  one  instance  of  mat- 

iMpany's  expenses  ;  tliey  ordered  the  account  administration  iit  the  discharge  of  his  public 

I  be  sent  down  yearly  to  bo  controulled,  if  duty,  was   improper,  and   inconsistent   with 

(MMtsory,  whilst  the  means  of  controul  existed,  the  (Hcndship  subsisting  between  the  nabob  of 

HFliat  was  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  ?    He  did  Bengal  and  the  company.*'    And  further  on, 

pot  give  tlio  persons,  whom  he  appointed,  any  they  say — "  The  nabob  having  intimated,  that 

Mer  to  produce  any  account,  though  their  cha-  he  had  repeatedly  stated  the  trouble  and  un* 

■Mrter  and  circumstances  were  such  as  made  easiness,  which  he  had  suffered  from  the  naib- 

■I  account  ten  thousand  times  more  necessary  ship  of  the  nizamut  being  vested  in  Mahomed 

feom  them  than  from  those,  from  whom  it  had  Reza  KhAn,  wo  observe  one  of  the  members 

been  in  former  times  by  t!ie  company  strictly  of  your  board   desired  the  nabob's  repeated 

Bictcd.    So  that  his  not  ordering  any  ac-  letters  on  the  subject  might  be  read,  but  this 

Mint  to  bo  given  of  the  money,  that  was  to  bo  reasonable  request  was  overruled,  on  a  plea 

upended,  leaves  no  doubt,  that  the  appoint-  of  saving  the  board's  time,  whicli  we  can  by 

Bent  of  Munny  Begum,  was  in  pursuance  of  no  means  admit  as  a  sufHciont  objection.  The 

lis  old  system  of  bribery,  and  that  he  main-  nabob's  letters  of  the  25th  and  SOth  August, 

iained  her  in  ofTico  to  tlio  subversion  of  public  of  the  3d  September  and   17th  November, 

nstice,  fur  ihe  purpose  of  robbing,  and  of  con-  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  this 

inuin«;  in  the  practice  of  rdl>bing,  the  country,  extraordinary  business  being  to  bring  forward 

But  though  this  continued  longer  than  was  Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with 

or  the  good  of  ihn  country,  yet  it  did  not  con-  improper  power  and  influence,  notwitlutmnd- 

inuc  absolutely  and  relatively  long  ;  because  ing  our  former  declaration,  that  so  great  m 

lie  court  of  directors,  as  ioon  as  they  heard  part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  en^ 

i€  this  iniquitous  appointment,  which  glared  bezzlcd,  or  misapplied    under   her   supcrin- 

ipon  thorn  in  all  the  light  of  its  infamy,  im-  teodence." 

nsdiatcly  wrote  the  strongest,  the  most  de-  At  present,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  be- 
sided,  and  the  most  peremptory  censure  upon  cause  it  would  be  doing  more  than  enough ;  it 
lira,  attributing  his  acts,  every  one  of  (hem,  would  be  slaying  the  slain,  to  show  your  lord- 
to  the  same  causes,  to  which  I  attribute  them,  ships  what  Mr.  Hastings's  motives  were  in 
As  a  proof,  tltat  the  court  of  directors  saw  the  acting  against  the  sense  of  the  East-Indit 
liing  in  the  very  light,  in  which  I  represent  it  Company,  appointed  by  an  act  of  parliament  to 
lo  jour  lordships,  and  indeed  in  which  every  controul  him :  that  he  did  it,  for  a  corrupt  pur- 
300  must  SCO  it,  you  will  find,  that  they  re-  pose;  that  all  his  pretences  were  false  and 
probate  all  his  idle  excuses ;  that  they  repro-  fraudulent,  and  that  he  had  his  own  corrupt 
Mte  all  the  actors  in  the  scene  ;  that  they  views  in  the  whole  of  the  proceeding.  But  in 
soosider  every  thing  to  have  been  done,  not  the  statement,  which  I  have  given  of  this  mat- 
^  the  nabob,  but  by  himself  ;  that  the  ob-  ter,  I  beg  your  lordKhips  to  observe  the  instru* 
joct  of  the  appoiniment  of  Munny  Begum  roents,  with  which  Mr.  Hastings  acts.  The 
iras  money,  and  that  the  consequence  of  that  great  men  of  that  country,  and  particularly  the 
ippointmcnt  was  the  robbery  of  the  nabob's  soubahdar  himself,  the  nabob,  are,  and  is  in 
treasury.  "  Wo  by  no  means  approve  your  so  equivocal  a  situation,  that  it  afforded  him 
ate  proceedings,  on  Uie  application  of  the  two  bolting  holes,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to 
nabob  Mobarcck  ul  Dowlah,  for  the  removal  resist  the  authority  of  the  company,  and  ex- 
it the  naib  soubahdar.  The  requisition  of  erciso  an  arbitrary  authority  of  his  own ;  fer, 
Mobarcck  ul  Dowlah  was  improper  and  un-  though  the  nabob  has  the  titles  of  high  sove- 
Srtendly  ;  because  ho  must  have  known,  that  reignty,  ho  is  the  lowest  of  all  dependants:  he 
the  late  appointment  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  appears  to  be  the  master  of  the  country:  he  is 
to  the  office  of  naib  soubahdar  had  been  mark-  a  pensioner  of  the  company's  government. 
9d  with  the  company's  special  approbation  ;  When  Mr.  Hastings  wants  him  to  obey  and 
ind  that  the  court  of  directors  had  assured  answer  his  corrupt  purposes,  he  finds  him  in 
ktn  of  their  favour,  so  long  .is  a  firm  attach-  tlie  character  of  a  pensioner:  when  he  wants 
stent  to  the  company's  interest,  and  a  proper  his  authority  to  support  him  in  O{tpo8itiaa  to 
iischarge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  should  the  authority  of  the  company,  imrnediatelf  hf 
Vol.  hi.— 28 
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tnfesta  him  with  high  sovereign  poweri;  and  country,  and  who  constantly  had  opposed  Bli 

he  dare  not  execute  the 'orders  of  the  company  Hastings  upon  principies  of  honour,  and  pria- 

for  fear  of  doing  some  act,  that  will  make  him  ciples  of  obedience   to  the  autboi^ty  of  th« 

odious  in  the  eyen  oTGod  and  man.     We  see  company,  under  which  he  acted,  had  n«rsr 

how  he  appointed  all  officers  for  him,  and  ibr-  contended  for  any  one  thing,  in  any  way,  or 

hade  his  interference  in  all  affairs.    When  in  any  instance,  but  obedience  to  them ;  and 

the  company  see  the  impropriety  and  the  guilt  had  constantly  asserted,  that  Mahomed  Iteu 

of  these  acts,  and  order  him  to  rescind  them,  KhAn  ought  to  be  put  into  employment.    Mr. 

and  appoint  again  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  ho  Hastings  as  constantly  oppoeed  him ;  and  tht 

declares  he  will  not:  that  he  cannot  do  it  in  jus-  reason  ho  gare  for  it  was,  that  it  was  againtt 

tice,  but  that  he  will  consent  to  send  him  the  the  direct  rights  of  the  nabob ;  and  that  they 

order  of  the  company,  but  without  backing  it  were  rights  so  sacred,  that  they  could  not  be 

with  any  order  of  the  board ;  which,  supposing  infringed  even  by  the  sovereign  authority  of 

even  there  had  been  no  private  communication,  the  company  ordering  him  to  do  it    He  had 

was,  in  other  words,  commanding  him  to  dis-  no  great  an  aversion  to  the  least  subtraction  of 

obey  it.    So  this  poor  man,  who  a  short  time  the  nabob's  right,  that  though  expressly  coii>> 

before  was  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  manded  by  the  co>.)rt  of  directors,  he  woidd 

Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  a  pageant,  and  not  suffer  Mahomed  Reza  KMn  to  be  invested 

swore  in  a  court  of  justice  that  he  was  but  a  with  his  office  under  the  company's  authority, 

pageant,  and  followed  that  affidavit  with  long  The  nabob  was  too  sovereign — too  supreme 

declarations  in  council,  that  he  was  a  pageant  for  him  to  do  it:  but  such  is  the  fate  of  human 

in  sovereignty,  and  ought  in  policy  ever  to  be  grandeur,  that  a  whimsical  event  reduced  the 

held  out  as  such:  this  man  he  sets  up  in  oppo-  nabob  lo  his  state  of  pageant  again,  and  made 

sition  to  the  company,  and  refuses  to  appoint  him  the  mere  subject  of— you  will  see  whom. 

Mahomed  Reza  Khi\n  to  the  office,  which  Mr.  Hastings  found  he  was  so  embarrassed 

was  guarantied  to  him  by  the  express  faith  of  by  his  disobedience  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders 

the  company,  pledged  to  his  support.    Will  of  the  company,  and  by  the  various  wiki  pro- 

any  man  lell  me,  that  this  resistance,  under  jects  he  had  formed,  as  to  make  it  neoessaiy 

such  base,  though  plausible,  pretences,  could  for  him,  even  though  he  had  a  majonty  in  the 

spring  from  any  other  cau^e,  than  a  resolution  council,  to  gain  over  at  any  price  Mr.  Francis, 

ofpersisting  systematically  in  his  course  of  cor-  Mr.  Francis,  frightened  by  the  same  mise- 

ruption  and  bribery,  through  Munny  Begum?  rablc  situation  of  affairs ,(for  this  happened  at 

But  there  is  another  circumstance,  that  a  most  dangerous  period — the  height  of  the 

puts  this  in  a  stronger  light :  ho  opposes  the  Mahratta  war,)  was  willing  likewise  to  give 

nabob's  mock  authority  to  tlie  authority  of  the  up  his  opposition  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  sus|^nd 

company ;  and  leaves  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  the  execution  of  many  rightful  Uiings,  and  to 

Tinemployed,  because,  as  he  says,  he  cannot  in  concede  them  to  the  public  necessity.  Accord- 

Jusitce   exectite   orders    from    the   company  ingly,  he  agreed  to  terms  with  Mr.  Hastings. 

(though  they  are  his  undoubted  masters,)  con-  But  what  was  the  price  of  that  concession? 

trary  to  the  rights  of  the  nabob.    You  see,  Any  base  purpose,   any  desertion  of  public 

what  tlie  rights  of  the  nabob  were :  the  rights  duty  ?    No ;  all  that  he  desired  of  Mr.  Has- 

of  the  nabob  were  to  be  governed  by  Munny  tings,  was,  that  he  shoul  J  obey  the  orders  of 

Begum,  and  her  scandalous  ministers.    But,  the  company;   and  am>ng  other  acta  of  the 

however,  we  now  see  him  exalted  tu  be  an  in-  obedience  required  was  diis,  that  Mahomed 

depemlent  sovereign — he  defies  the  company  Reza  Kh^n  should  be  put  into  his  office, 
at  the  head  of  their  armies  and  iheir  treasury —         You  have  heard,  how  Mr.  Hastings  opposed 

that  name,  that  makes  all  India  shake,  was  the  order  of  tiie  company,  and  on  what  account 

defied  by  one  of  its  pensioners.     My  lords,  he  opposed  iu     On  the  first  of  September  he 

human  greatness  is  an  unstable  thing.    This  sent  an  order  to  the  nabob,  now  become  his 

man,  so  suddenly  exalted,  was  as  soon  depresa-  subject,  to  give  up  this  office   to  Mahomed 

•d ;  and  the  manner  of  his  depression  is  as  Reza  Khan  ;  an  act,  which  he  had  before  i«* 

curious  as  that  of  his  exaltation  by  Mr.  Has-  presented  as  a  dethroning  of  the  nabob.    The 

tings ;  and  will  tend  to  show  you  the  man  most  order  went  on  the  first  of  September,  and  oo 

clearly.    Mr.  Francis,  whose  conduct  allak>ng  the  third,  this  great  and  mighty  prince,  whom 

was  d' reeled  by  no  other  principles  than  those,  all  earth  could  not  irove  from  the  assertion  cf 

which  were  in  conformity  with  the  plan  adopt-  his  rights,  gives  them  all  up  ;  and  Mahomed 

ed  by  himself  and  his   virUious   colleagues;  Reza  Kh^ln  is  invested  with  them.    So  thers 

namely,  an  entire  obodiirnco  lo  the  laws  of  his  all  his  pretences  were  goiM     It  is  /diin,  tbil 
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wLat  had  been  done  before,  was  for  Munny  will  show,  6rst,  that  he  was  named  in  I77S,  to 

Begum  ;  and  that  what  he  now  gave  up,  was  put  an  end  to  that  corruption.   I  will  show,  that 

from  necessity  :  and  it  shows,  that  the  nabob  he  did  not :  that  he,  knowingly  and  willingly, 

was  the  meanest  of  his  servants  ;  for  in  truth  connived  at  it ;  and  that  that  connivance  waa 

no  ate  his  daily  bread  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  the  principal  cause  of  all  the  disorders,  that 

Hastings  through  Manny  Begum.  have  hitherto  prevailed  in  that  country.    I  will 

Mahomed  Rcza  Khkn  was  now  invested  show  you,  that  he  positively  refused  to  obey 

•gain  with  his  office  ;    but,   such  was  the  the  company's  order  to  inquire  into  and  tc 

treachery  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  though  be  correct  the  corruptions,  that  prevailed  in  that 

wrote  to  the  nabob,  that  this  was  done  in  coo-  country.     Neict,  that  he  established  an  avow- 

•equence  of  the  orders  of  the  company,  he  did  ed  system  of  connivance,  in  order  to  gain  over 

dsjidestinely,  according  to  his  usual  mode,  as-  every  thing,  that  was  corrupt  in  the  country 

sure  the  nabob,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  And  that,  lastly,  to  secure  it,  he  gave  up  all 

should   not  hold  tlie  place  longer  than  till  he  the   prosecutions ;  and  enervated,  and  took 

heard  from  England.     He  then  wrote  him  away,  the  sole  arm  led  to  the  company  for  the 

another  letter,  that  he  should  hold  it  no  longer  assertion  of  authority,  and  the  preservation  of 

Jian  while  he  submitted  to  his  present  ne-  good  morals  and  purity  in  their  service, 

eessity  ;  thus  giving  up  to  his  colleague,  what  My  lords,  here  is  a  letter  in  the  year  I71B, 

ne  refused  to  the  company  ;  and  engaged  pri-  in  which  the  court  of  directors  had,  upon  his 

fately,  that  he  would  dismiss  Mahomed  Reza  own  representation,  approved  some  part  of  his 

Kh&n  again.     And,  accordingly,  the  moment  conduct ;  he  is  charmed  with  their  approbft- 

he  thought  Mr.  Francis  was  not  in  a  condition  tion  ;  he  promises  the  greatest  things  :  but  I 

to  give  him  trouble  any  longer,  that  moment  he  believe  your  lordships  will  see  from  the  man> 

again  turned  out  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn  from  ner,  in  which  he  proceeds  at  that  very  instant, 

that  general  superintendence  of  affairs,  which  that  a  more  deliberate  system,  for  not  only 

the  company  gave  him ;  and  deposed  him  as  a  being  corrupt  himself,  but  supporting  corrup- 

flsinister,  leaving  him  only  a  very  confined  ao-  tion   in  others,  never  was  exhibited  in  any 

diority  as  a  magistrate.    All  these  changes,  no  public  paper.    "  While  I  indulge  the  pleasure, 

less  than  four  f^eat  revolutions,  if  I  may  so  call  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successes  of  my 

them,  were  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  own  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  look 

corrupt  purposes.     This  is  the  manner,  in  ing  back  with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omis- 

which  Mr.  Hastings  has  played  with  the  moat  siuns,  by  which  I  am  sensible  I  may  since 

sacred  objects,  that  man  ever  had  a  dealing  have  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your  esteem, 

with  ;  with  the  government — with  the  justice  All  my  letters,  addressed  to  your  honourable 

—with  the  order — with  the  dignity — with  the  court,  and  to  the  secret  committee,  repeat  the 

■obility  of  a  great  country :  he  pla3red  with  strongest  promises  of  prosecuting  the  inquiries 

them  to  satisfy  his  own  wicked  and  corrupt  into  the  conduct  of  your  servants,  which  you 

purposes  through  the  basest  instrument.  had  been  pleased  to  commit  particularly  to  m} 

Now,  my  lords,  I  have  done  with  these  pre-  charge.    You  will  readily  perceive,  that  I  mutt 

sumptions  of  corruption  with  Munny  Begum ;  have  been  sincere  in  those  declarations,  since 

and  have  shown,  that  it  i«  not  a  slight  crime,  it  wouM  have  argued  great  indiscretion  to  have 

but  that  it  is  attended  with  a  breach  of  pub-  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inability  to  pei^ 

lie  faith  ;  with  a  breach  of  his  orders — with  a  ibrm  them.     I  find  myself  now  under  the  dis- 

breach  of  the  whole  English  government,  and  agreeable  necessity  of  avowing  that  inability; 

the  destruction   of  the  native  government^  at  the  same  time  I  will  boldly  take  upon  me 

of  the  police — the  order — the  sidTety— the  se-  to  afRrm,  that  on   whomsoever   you   might 

cority — and  the  justice  of  the  country  :  and  have  delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatev^ 

that  all  these  are  much  concerned  in  thn  cause,  powers  it  might  have  been  accompanied,  it 

Therefore  the  Commons  stand  before  the  face  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy  the  entire 

of  the  world,  and  say,  we  have  brought  a  cause  attention  of  those,  who  were  intrusted  with 

»-a  great  cause— a  cause  worthy  the  Com-  it ;  and,  even  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and 

nons  of  England  to  prosecute,  and  worthy  the  authority,  wouM  have  proved  ineffectual.     I 

lords  to  judge  and  determine  upon.  dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the  te»> 

I  have  now  nothing  further  to  state,  than  timony  of  those,  who  have  opportunities  of 

what  the  consequences  are  of  Mr.  Hastings  knowing  me,  and  even  to  the  detail,  which 

taking  bribes  ;  that  Mr.  Hastings's  taking  of  the  public  voice  can  report  of  the  past  acta 

bribes  is  not  only  his  own  corruption,  but  the  of  this  government,  that  my  time  has    be«i 

'acurable  corruption  of  the  whole  aervioe.    I  neither  idly  nor  uselessly  ea^itoyod    yet  watk 
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are  the  cares  and  embarrassments  of  this  vtr  tend   more  to  their  disreputation,  than   ai. 

rious  state,  that  although  much  may  be  done,  their  attempts  to  reform  it  would  tend  to  th«ir 

much  more,  even  in  matters  of  moment,  must  service. 

necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  Mr.  Hastings  should  naturally  have  ina 
the  miscellaneous  heap,  which  each  day's  ex-  gined,  that  the  law  was  a  resource  in  this  d^ 
igencies  present  to  our  choice,  those  points,  oa  sperate  case  of  bribery  :  he  teUs  you,  that  ii 
which  the  general  welfare  of  your  affairs  most  "  that  charge  of  oppression,  though  they  wert 
essentially  depends ;  to  provide  expedients  for  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  pe^e,  and  the 
future  advantages,  and  guard  against  probable  most  authentic  representations,  it  is  yet  im- 
evils,  are  all,  that  your  administration  can  possible  in  most  cases  to  obtain  legal  proofr." 
faithfully  promise  to  perform  for  your  service  Here  is  a  system  of  total  despair  upon  the 
with  their  united  labours  most  diligently  exert*  business,  which,  I  hope,  and  believe,  is  not  a 
ed.  They  cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  desperate  one,  and  has  not  proved  a  desperate 
the  objects  of  their  immediate  duty,  which  are  one,  whenever  a  rational  attempt  has  besa 
ihose  of  your  interests,  to  endless  researches,  made  to  pursue  it.  Here  you  find  him  corrupt, 
which  can  produce  no  real  good  ;  and  may  and  you  find  in  consequence  of  that  corTuptioi^ 
expose  your  affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  cons^*  that  he  screens  the  whole  body  of  corruption  in 
(fences  of  personal  malevolence,  both  here  India,  and  states  an  absolute  despair  of  any 
and  at  home."  possibility,  by  any  art  or  address,  of  putting 
My  brds,  this  is  the  first  man,  I  believe,  an  end  to  it.  Nay,  he  tells  you,  that  if  corrup- 
that  ever  took  credit  for  his  sincerity  from  his  tion  did  not  exist,  if  it  was  not  connived  at,  tint 
breach  of  his  promises — "  I  could  not,"  he  the  India  company  could  not  exist :  whether 
says, ''  have  made  these  promises,  if  I  had  not  that  be  a  truth  or  not  I  cannot  tell ;  but  thisl 
thought,  that  I  could  perform  them."  Now,  I  know,  that  it  is  the  most  horrible  picture,  thai 
find  I  cannot  perform  them,  and  you  have  in  ever  was  made  of  any  country.  It  might  bt 
that  non-performance,  and  in  that  profession,  said,  that  there  w^re  excuses  for  omissiooa, 
a  security  for  my  sincerity  when  I  promised  sins  of  omission  he  calls  them.  I  will  whom, 
them.  Upon  tliis  principle,  any  man,  who  that  they  were  systematic,  that  Mr.  HastinfR 
makes  a  promise,  has  nothing  to  do  afterwards,  did  uniformly  profess,  that  he  would  connivs  it 
but  to  say,  that  he  finds  himself  (without  as-  abuses,  and  contend,  tliat  abuses  ought  to  bs 
signing  any  particular  cause  for  it)  unable  to  connived  at.  When  the  whole  mirstwry  of  thn 
perform  it ;  not  only  to  justify  himself  for  his  inkjuity,  in  which  he  himself  was  deeply  c«o- 
non-performance,  but  to  justify  himself,  and  cemed,  came  to  light;  when  it  appeared,  that 
claim  credit  for  sincerity  in  his  original  pro-  all  the  company's  orders  were  contravened; 
fession.  The  charge  was  given  him  specially,  that  contracts  were  given  directly  contrary  |o 
and  he  promised  obedience,  over  and  over,  their  orders,  and  upon  principles  subversive  of 
upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  country,  in  which  he  their  government,  leading  to  all  manner  of  op- 
was  no  novice,  for  he  had  been  bred  in  it :  it  pression  and  rub  to  the  country  ;  what  was 
was  his  native  country  in  one  sense,  it  was  the  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  ?  "  I  must  here  re- 
place of  his  renewed  nativity  and  regeneratiMi.  mark,  that  the  majority  *♦♦♦♦♦ 
Yet,  this  very  man,  as  if  he  was  a  novice  in  it,  I  had  not  the  power  of  establishing  it."*  Thon 
now  says,  "  I  promised  you  what  I  now  find  he  goes  on,  and  states  other  cases  of  corrup- 
I  cannot  perform."  Nay,  what  is  worse,  he  tion,  at  every  one  of  which  he  winks.  Hare 
declares,  no  man  could  perform  it,  if  he  gave  up  he  states  another  reason  for  his  connivance  : 
his  whole  time  to  it :  and,  lastly,  he  says,  that  "  Suppose  again,"  for  he  puts  another  supposi- 
the  inquiry  into  these  corruptions,  even  if  you  tion,  and  these  suppositions  are  not  hypotheses 
succeeded  in  it,  would  do  more  harm  than  good,  laid  down  for  argument,  but  real  Qkcts  then  es- 
Now,  was  there  ever  an  instance  of  a  man  so  isting  before  the  council  examining  into  giiev- 
basely  deserting  a  duty,  and  giving  so  base  a  ances ;  "  Suppose  again,  that  any  person  had 
reason  for  it  ?  His  duty  was  to  put  an  end  to  benefited  himself  *  *  *  *  *  cnpTO* 
corruption  in  every  channel  of  government.—  fitable  discussion."! 

It  cannot  be  done.    Why  ?  because  it  wouki  Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  his  reSjAing  tc 

expose  our  affairs  to  malignity  and  enmity  •  examine  into  the  conduct  of  persons  in  the 

and  end,  perhaps,  to  our  disadvantage.    Not  council,  even  in  the  highest  departm«ita  of 

only  will  he  connive  himself,  but  he  advises  government,  and  the  best  paid,  for  fear  be 

I  he  company  to  do  it.    For  fear  of  what  ?  for  liiould  dissatisfy  them,  and  should  lose  ihsii 
fear,  that  their  service  was  so  abandoned 

Mul  corrupt,  that  the  display  of  the  evU  wouU  ♦  Document  wanting,    f  Document  wandng . 
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Tocw,  by  discoyoring  tlioae   peculations  and  doubt  of  your  lordships'  justice,  and  dC  the 
corruptions,  though  he  perfectly  knew  them,  goodness  of  our  cause. 
Was  there  ever,  since  the  world  began,  any  The  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  groan- 
man,  who  would  dare  to  avow  such  senti-  ed  under  complaints  of  the  evils  growing  in 
ments,  until  driven  to  the  wall  ?    If  he  could  India  under  thb   systematic  connivance  of 
show,  that  he  himself  abhorred  bribes,  and  kept  Mr.  Hastings.    The  directors  had  set  on  foot 
at  a  distance  from  them ;  then,  he  might  say,  prosecutions,  to  be  conducted  Ghxl  knows  how ; 
I  connive  at  the  bribes  of  others ;  but  when  he  but  such  as  they  were,  they  were  their  only 
acknowledges,  that  he  takes  bribes,  how  can  rem^lj    and  they  began  to  consider  at  last, 
vou  doubt,  that  he  buys  a  corrupt  confederacy,  that  these  prosecutions  had  taken  a  long  obli- 
and  puts  an  end  to  any  hope  through  him  of  vious  nap  of  many  years;  and,  atla^tt,  know- 
refixmalion  of  the  abuses  at  Bengal  ?    Bui  ing,  that  they  were  likely  in  the  year  1782  to 
your  lordships  will  see,  that  he  not  only  con-  be  called  to  a  strict  account  about  their  own 
nived  at  abuse,  but  patronized  it,  and  support-  conduct,  the  court  of  directors  began  to  rouse 
ed  it  (or  his  own  political  purposes,  since  he  themselve^i,  and  they  write  tlius :  "  Having  in 
here  confesses,  that  if  inquiry  into  it  created  several  of  our  letters  to  you  very  attentively 
him  ill  humour,  and  produced  him  an  opposition  perused  all  the  proceedings  referred  to  in  these 
in  council,  he  sacrificed  it  to  the  power  of  the  paragraphs,  relative  to  the  various  forgeries  un 
company,  and  the  constitution  of  their  govern-  the  company's  treasuries,  we  lament  ezceed- 
ment.    Did  he  so  ?     The  company  ordered  ingly,  that  the  parties  should  have  been  so  kmg 
him  to  prosecute  those  people,  and  their  con-  in  confinement  without  being  brought  to  trial." 
stitution  required,  that  they  should  be  prose-  Here,  my  lords,  after  justice  had  been  asleep 
euted.  No,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  the  conniving  at  awhile,  it  revived.   They  directed  two  things ; 
it  procures  a  majority  of  votes.  The  very  things  first,  that  those  suits  should  be  pursued ;  but 
that  he  bought,  was  not  worth  half  the  price  he  whether  pursued  or  not,  that  an  account  of  the 
paid  for  it.    He  was  sent  to  reform  corruptions,  state  of  them  shouki  be  given,  that  they  might 
and  in  order  that  he  might  reform  corruptions,  give  orders  concerning  them, 
he  winked   at,  countenanced  and   patronized  Your  lordships  see  the  orders  of  the  coro- 
them,  to  get  a  majority  of  votes  ;  and  what  puiy>    Did  they  not  want  to  pursue  and  to  r^ 
was,  in  fact,  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  interest,  vive  those  dormant  prosecutions  ?  they  want 
ambition,  and  corruption,  he  calls  a  sacrifice  to  to  have  a  state  of  them,  that  they  may  know 
the  company.    He  puts  then  t^iis  alternative,  how  to  direct  the  future  conduct  of  them  with 
either  give  every  thing  into  my  hand,  suffer  me  more  effect  and  vigour  than  they  had  yet  been 
to  go  on,  and  have  no  controul,  or  else  I  wink  at  pursued  with.    You  will  naturally  imagine, 
every  species  of  corruption.    It  is  a  remarkable  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  obey  their  orders, 
tnd  stupendous  thing,  that  when  all  the  world  or  obeyed  them  languidly:  no,  he  took  another 
was  alaimed  at  the  disorders  of  the  company ;  part.    He  says,  "  having  attentively  read  and 
when  that  alarm  occasioned  his  being  sent  out ;  weighed  the  arguments        ♦      ♦     ♦     *     ♦ 
and  when  in  consequence  of  that  alarm,  parlia-  for  withdrawing  them."'*'  Thus  He  begins  with 
ment  suspended  the  constitution  of  the  com-  the  general  principle  of  connivance ;  he  di- 
Dany ,  and  appointed  another  government,  Mr.  rectly  avows  he  does  it  for  a  political  purpose ; 
Hastings  should  tell  that  company,  that  parlia-  ftnd  when  the  company  directs,  he  shall  pro- 
ment  had  done  wrong,  and  that  the  person  put  ceed  in  the  suits  ;  instead  of  deferring  to  their 
at  the  head  of  that  government  was  fo  wink  at  judgment,  he  takes  the  judgment  on  himself, 
those  abuses.    Nay.  what  is  more,  not  only  and  says,  theirs  is  untenable ;  he  directly  di»> 
does  Mr.  Hastings  declare,  upon  general  prin-  charges   the  prosecutions  of  the    company 
ciples,  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  all  the  supersedes  the  authority  of  his  masters,  and 
delinquencies  of  India ;  and  that,  if  possible  to  gives  a  general  release  to  all  the  persons,  who 
pursue  them,  mischief  would  happen  from  it;  were  still  suffering  by  the  feeble  footsteps  of 
but  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  Mr.  Ha»>  justice  in  that  country.    He  gave  them  an 
tings,  in  thishusmess,  during  the  whole  period  act  of  indemnity,  and  that  was  the  la.st  of  hta 
of  the  administration  of  that  body,  which  was  acts. 

■ent  out  to  inquiro  into  and  reform  the  corrup-  Now  when  I  show  the  consequence  of  hia 

tkms  of  India,  did  not  call  one  person  to  an  bribery,  the  presumptions,  that  arise  from  hit 

aecouni ;  nor,  except  Mr.  Hastings,  this  day,  own  bribes,  his  attention  to  secure  others  firon 

has  any  one  been  called  to  an  account,  or  pu-  the  punishment  of  theirs ;  and,  when  ordered 
■ished  for  delinquency.    Whether  he  will  be 

punished  or  no,  time  will  show.    I  have  no  «  Document  wanting. 
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to  cany  on  a  rait,  his  diicharging  it :  when  dilapidation  and  robheni  that  was  made  of  the 

we  sec  all  this,  can  we  avoid  judging  and  £.160,000  which  had  been  left  him. 

forming  our  opinions  upon  two  grand  points  :  I  have  now  finished  what  I  proposed  to  fay 

first,  Uiat  no  man  would  proceed  in  that  uni-  relative  to  his  great  fund  of  bribery,  in  the  first 

versal  patronage  of  guilt,  unless  he  was  guilty  instance  of  it,  namely,  the  adroinistratioo  of 

himself :  next,  that  by  a  universal  connivance  justice  in  the  country. 

for  fourteen  years,  he  is  himself  the  cause  and  There  if  another  system  o(  bribery,  which 

main  spring  of  all  the  evils,  calamities,  ezlor  I  shall  state  before  my  friends  produce  the  eri- 

tion,  and  bribery,  that  have  prevailed  and  ra>  dence.    He  put  up  all  the  great  c^ces  of  the 

vaged  that  county  for  so  long  a  time  ?    There  country  to  sale ;  he  makes  use  of  the  trust  he 

is  indeed  no  doubt  either  of  his  guilt,  or  of  the  had  of  the  revenues  in  order  to  destroy  the 

consequences  of  it,  by  which  he  has  extin-  whole  system  of  those  revenues,  and  to  bind 

guished  the  last  expiring  hope  and  glimpse,  them  anidi  make  them  subservient  to  his  system 

that  remained,  of  procuring  a  remedy  for  India  of  bribery ;  and  this  will  make  it  necessary  for 

of  the  evils  that  exist  in  it.  your  lordships  to  couple  the  consideration  of 

I  would  mention,  that  as  a  sort  of  postscript,  the  charge  of  the  revenues,  in  some  instancee, 

when  he  could  no  longer  pitt  the  government  with  that  of  bribery. 

into  the  hands  of  that  infamous  woman,  Munny  The  next  day  your  lordships  meet  (when  I 

Begum,  he  sent  an  amorous  sentimental  letter  hope  I  shall  not  detain  you  so  long)  I  mean  to 

lo  the  company,  describing  her  miserable  situ-  open  the  second  stage  of  his  bribery,  the  period 

at  ion,  and  advising  the  company  to  give  her  a  of  discovery ;  for  the  first  stage  was  the  period 

pension  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  to  maintain  of  concealment.    When  he  found  his  bribes 

her.   He  describes  her  situation  in  such  a  mov-  could  no  longer  be  concealed,  he  next  took  upot 

ing  way,  as  must  melt  every  heart.    He  sup-  him  to  discover  them  himself,  and  to  take  merr 

poses  her  to  be  reduced  to  want  by  the  cruel  from  them. 

orders  of  the  company,  who  retain  from  her  When  I  shall  have  opened  the  second  scenr 

money,  which  thuy  were  never  obliged  to  give  of  his  peculation,  and  his  new  principles  of 

her.     This  representation,  which  he  makes  it,  when  you  see  him  either  treading  in-door- 

with  as  much  fairness,  as  he  represents  him-  ruptions,  and  excelling  the  examples  he  imitat* 

self  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  most  miserable  ed,or  exhibiting  new  ones  of  his  own,  in  which 

poverty  and  distress,  he  alone  made  to  the  com-  of  the  two  his  conduct  is  the  most  iniqaitoiiii 

pany,  because  his  colleagues  would  not  ooim-  and  attended  with  the  most  evil  to  the  com- 

tenance  him  in  it ;  and,  we  find,  upon  looking  pany,  I  must  leave  your  lordships  to  judge, 
over  lord  Comwallis*s  last  examination  into 

the  whole  state  of  this  unhappy  family,  that  TRI A  L.—T  U E  S  D  A  Y, 
this  woman  was  able  to  lend  to  Mobaredc  u1  Mat  5th  1789. 
Dowlah  twenty  thousand  pounds.    Mr.  Has- 
tings, however,  could  not  avoid  making  this  re-  (Mr.  Burke.) 
presentation ;  because  he  knew,  that  if  he  quit- 
ted the  counU7  without  securing  that  woman,  Mt  Lords, — ^Agreeably  to  your  kxdshipe* 
by  giving  her  a  hope,  that  she  could  procure  by  proclamation,  which  I  have  just  heard,  and  the 
his  credit  here  that  money,  which  by  his  au-  duty  enjoined  me  by  the  Howe  of  Commons, 
thority  he  had  before  procured  for  her,  she  I  come  forward  to  make  good  their  charge  of 
might  then  make  a  discovery  of  all  the  ccnrup-  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  against  War- 
tion,  that  had  been  carried  on  between  them ;  ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  late  goveroour-general 
and  therefore  he  squanders  away  the  treasures  of  Bengal,  and  now  a  prisoner  at  your  bar. 
of  the  company,  in  order  to  secure  himself  My  lords,  since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  stand* 
from  any  such  detection,  and  to  procure  ibr  ing  in  this  place  before  your  livdshipSt  an  event 
himself  rozanammas,  and  all  those  fine  things,  has  happened,  upon  which  it  is  difficult  ts 
He  knew,  that  Munny  Begum,  that  the  whde  speak,  and  impossible  to  be  silent.    My  lords, 
seraglio,  that  all  the  country,  whom  he  had  put  I  have  been  disavowed  by  those,  who  sent  me 
under  the  dominion  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  that  here  to  represent  them.  Mj  k>rds,  I  have  been 
all  those  people  might  have  made  a  discovery  disavowed  inamaterial  part  of  that  engagement, 
of  all  his  corrupt  proceedings ;  he  therefore  which  I  had  pledged  myself  to  this  House  to 
gels  the  nabob  to  appoint  Sir  John  D'Oyley  perform.    My  lords,  that  disavowal  has  been 
his  agent  here,  with  a  view  of  stopping  his  followed  by  a  censure ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  so 
mouth,  and  by  the  hope  of  another  £.\&0,000  a  censured  and  so  disavowed,  and  by  such  an  ai^ 
year  to  prevent  his  giving  an  account  of  the  thority,  I  am  sent  here  again,  to  this  the  plans 
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«f  my  oflRmce,  under  tho  atnic  coinminion,  by         Tho  Commons  tLen  thus  vindicated,  and 

the  Mune  authority,  to  make  good  the  same  myself  thus  encouiaged,  I  shall   proceed  to 

charge,  against  the  same  delinquent.  My  lords^  make  good  the  charge,  in  which  the  honour 

the  situation  is  new  and  awful :  the  situation  of  the  Commons,  that  is  the  national  honour 

is  such  as,  I  helieve,  and  I  am  sure,  has  no-  is  so  deeply  concerned.    For,  my  lords,  if  any 

thing  like  it  on  the  records  of  parliament,  nor  circumstance  of  weakness,  if  any  feeblenea 

pr<^bly  in  the  history  of  mankind.    My  lords,  of  nerve,  if  any  yielding  to  weak  and  popular 

it  is  not  only  new  and  singular,  but,  I  believe,  opinions  and  delusions  were  to  shake  us,  coo> 

to  many  persons,  who  do  not  look  into  the  true  sider  what  tho  situation  of  this  country  would 

interiour  nature  of  afiairs,  it  may  appear,  that  be.    This  prosecution,  if  weakly  conceived, 

It  would  be  to  me  as  mortifying  as  it  is  un-  ill  digested,  or  intemperately  pursued,  ought 

precedented.    But,  my  lords,  I  have  in  this  never  to  have  been  brought  to  your  lordships' 

situation,  and  upon  the  consideration  of  all  the  bar :  but  being  brought  to  your  lordships  bar, 

circumstances,  something  more   to  feed  my  the  nation  is  committed  to  it,  and  the  least 

mind  with,  than  mere  consolation,  because,  my  appearance  of  uncertainty  in  our  minds  wouU 

tords,  I  look  upon  the  whole  of  these  circum*  disgrace  us  for  ever.    EaioperpHua  has  been 

itances,  considered  together,  as  the  strongest,  said.    To  the  glory  of  this  nation,  much  more 

the  most  decisive,  and  the  least  equivocal  proof  be  it  said,  uto  perp^ua ;  and  I  will  say,  that 

which  tho  Commons  of  Great  Britain  can  give  as  we  have  raised  and  exhibited  a  theatre  of 

of  their  sincerity,  and  their  zeal  in  this  prose-  justice,  which  has  dxcited  the  admiration  ot 

cution.    My  lords,  is  it  from  a  mistaken  ten-  all  Europe,  there  would  be  a  sort  of  lustre  in 

demess,  or  a  blind  partiality  to  me,  that,  thus  our  infamy,  and  a  splendour  in  the  disgrace, 

censured,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place?  that  we  shall  bring    upon  ourselves,  if  we 

No,  my  lords,  it  is  because  they  feel,  and  re-  should,  just  at  that  moment,  turn  that  theatre 

cognize  in  their  own  breasts,  that  active  priiw  of  our  glory  into  a  spectacle  of  dishonour  be- 

ciple  of  justice,  that  zeal  for  the  relief  of  the  yond  what  has  ever  happened  to  any  country 

people  of  India,  that  zeal  for  the  honour  of  of  the  world. 

Great  Britain,  which  characterizes  me  and  my         The   Commons  of  Great  Britain,   whilst 

excellent  associates  ;  that,  in  spite  of  any  do-  willing  to  keep  a  strong  and  firm  hand  over  all 

fects  in  consequence  of  that  zeal,  which  they  those,  who  represent  them  in  any  business, 

applaud,  and  while  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  them  in  the 

and,  because  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do  but  prosecution  of  it,  by  allowing  them  a  just  dir* 

loore  applaud,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place  cretion  and  latitude  wherever  their  own  ordera 

Instructed,  but  not  dismayed,  to  pursue  this  pro-  have  not  marked  a  distinction.    I  shall  there- 

secution  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  fore  go  on  with  the  more  cheerful  confidence, 

Vour   brdihips  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  not  only  for  the  reasons   that  I  have  stated, 

consider  this,  as  I  consider  it,  not  as  a  thing  but  for  another  and  material  reason.    I  know, 

ttonourable  to  mo,  in  the  first  place,  but  as  ho-  and   am  satisfied,  that,  in  the  nobleness  of 

nouraUe  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  your  judgment,  you  will  always  make  a  die- 

whose  honour  the  national  glory  is  deeply  ooo-  tinction  between  the  person,  that  gives  the  or- 

cemed ;  and  I  shall  suffer  mjrself  with  pleasure  der,  and  the  organ,  that  is  to  execute  it.    The 

to  be  sacrificed  perhaps  in  what  is  dearer  to  House  of  Commons  know  no  such  thing  as  in- 

me  than  my  life,  my  reputation,  rather  than  let  discretion,  imprudence,  or  impropriety  :  it  is 

it  be  supposed,  that  the  Commons  shouU  for  otherwise  with  their  instruments.    Your  lord- 

one  moment  have  faltered  in  their  duty.    I,  ships  very  well  know,  that  if  you  hear  any 

rny  lords,  on  the  one  hand,  feeling  myself  sup-  thing,  that  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  regular, 

ported  ami  encouraged,  feeling  protection  and  apt  to  bring  forward  the  charge,  just,  prudent, 

countenance  from  this  admonition  and  warn-  cogent,  you  are  to  give  it  to  the  Commons  of 

ing,  which  has  been  given  to  me,  wiU  show  my*  Great  Bi^lain  in  parliament  assembled ;  if  yco 

self,  on  the  other  hand,  not  unworthy  so  great  should  hear  from  me  (and  it  must  be  from  me 

and  distinguished  a  mark  of  tho  favour  of  the  alone,  and  not  fit>m  any  other  member  of  th« 

Commons,  a  mark  of  &vour,  not  the  conse-  committee^  any  thing,  that  is  unworthy  of  tliat 

quence  of  flattery,  but  of  opinion.    I  shall  feel  situation,  tnat  comes  feeble,  weak,  indigestei, 

inimated  and  encouraged  by  so  noble  a  reward,  or  ill  prepared,  you  are  to  attribute  that  to  the 

as  I  shall  always  consider  the  confidence  of  instrument.    Your  lordships'  judgment  woub 

the  Commons  to  be ;  the  only  reward,  but  a  do  this  without  my  saying  it ;    but  whikt  I 

riclt  reward,  which  I   have  received,  for  the  claim  it  on  the  part  of  the  Commons  for  their 

toils  and  labours  of  a  Irnig  life.  dignity,  I  claim  for  myself  the  necessary  in- 
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dulgence,  that  must  be  given  to  all  weakness,  are  to  press  the  accusation  with  alj  the 

Your  lordships,  then,  will  impute  it,  where  you  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  to  come  with 

would  have  imputed  it  without  my  desire.    It  perfectly  convinced  before  an  august  and  awfti 

is  a  distinction  you  would  naturally  have  made,  tribunal,  which  at  once  tries  the  accuser  add 

and  the  rather,  because  what  is  alleged  by  us  the  accused. 

at  the  bar  is  not  the  ground,  upon  which  you        Having  stated  thus  much  with  respect  to  th» 
are  to  give  judgment.    If  not  only  I,  but  the  Commons,  I  am  to  read  to  your  lordships  th^ 
whole  body  of  managers,  had  made  use  of  any  resolution,  which  the  Comnsons  have  come  to 
such  expressions  as  I  made  use  of,  even  if  the  upon  this  great  occasion,  and  upon  which  I 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  as-  shall  take  the  liberty  to  say  a  very  few  words. 
tembled,  if  the  collective  body  of  parliament,         My  lords,  the  Commons  have  resdved  last 
if  the  voice  of  Europe,  had  used  them  ;  if  we  night,  and  I  did  not  see  the  resolution  till  this 
had  spoken  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  an-  morning,  "  That  no  direction  or  authority  was 
gelii,  you,  in  the  seat  of  judicature,  are  not  to  given  by  thb  House  to  the  committee  appoint- 
regajrd  what  we  say,  but  what  wo  prove ;  you  ed  to  manage  the  impeachment  against  Warren 
are  to  consider,  whether  the  charge  is  well  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  make  any  charge  or  alie- 
substantiated,  and  proof  brought  out,  by  legal  gation  against  the   said   Warren   Hastings, 
inference  and  argumeoL     You  know,  and  I  respecting  the  condemnation  or  execution  of 
am  sure  tlie  habits  of  judging,  which  your  Nundcomar ;  and  that  the   words  spoken  \gf 
lordships  have  acquired  by  sitting  in  judgment)  the  right  honourable  Edmund  Burke,  one  of 
roust  better  inform  you  than  any  other  men,  the  said  managers,  videlicet,  that  Ht  (mean- 
that  the  duties  of  life,  in  order  to  be  well  per^  ing  Mr.  Hastings)  murdered  that  man  (meao- 
fonned,  must  be  methodized,  separated,  arran-  ing  Nundcomar)  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah 
ged,  and  hormunizcd,  in  such  a  manner,  that  Impey,  ought  not  to  have  been  spoken." 
they  shall  nut  clash  with  one  another  ;  but  each        My  k>rds,  this  is  the  resolution  of  the  House 
have  a  department,  assigned  and  separated  to  of  Commons.    Your  lordships  well  know  and 
itself     My  lords,  in  that  manner  it  is,  that  we  remember  my  having   used  such  or  similar 
the  prosecutors  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  words,  and  the  end  and  purpose,  for  which  I 
principles,  which  are  to  guide  the  judgment :  used  them.    I  owe  a  few  words  of  explanatioo 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  defence  of  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  who  attend 
the  prisoner.    Your  lordships  well  know,  that,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  the 
when  we  come  before  you,  you  hear  a  party ;  observers  and  spectators  of  my  conduct.    I 
that,  when  the  accused  come  before,  you  hear  owe  it  to  your  lordships ;  I  owe  it  to  this  great 
a  party :  that  it  is  for  you  to  doubt  and  wait  auditory  ;  I  owe  it  to  the  present  times  and  to 
till  you  come  to  the  close,  before  you  decide:  posterity,  to  made  some  apology  for  a  proceed- 
that  It  is  for  us,  the  prosecutors,  to  have  deci-  ing,  which  has  drawn  upon  me  the  disavowal  of 
ded  before  we  came  here.      To  act  as  prose-  the  House,  which  I  represent.    Your  lordships 
cutors,  we  ought  to  have  no  doubt,  or  hesita-  will  remember,  that  this  charge,  which  I  have 
tion,  nothing  trembling  or  quivering  in  our  opened  to  your  lordships,  is  primarily  a  charge 
minds  upon  the  occasion.     We  ought  to  be  founded  upon  the  evidence  of  the  rajah  Nunid- 
fully  convinced  of  guilt,  before   we  come  to  comar,  and  consequently,  I  thought  rorself 
you.    It  is  then  our  business  to  bring  forward  obliged,  I   thought  it  a  part  of  my  duty,  t* 
the  proofs,  to  enforce  them  with  all  the  clear-  support  the  credit  of  that  person,  who  is  the 
ness,  illustration,  example,  that  we  can  bring  principal  evidence  to  support  the  direct  charge, 
forward  :   that  wo  are   to  show  the  circum-  that  is  brought  before  your  lordships.  I  knew, 
stances,  that  can  aggravate  the  guilt :  that  we  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  anticipated  defence 
are  to  go  further,  show  the  mischievous  con-  before  the  House  of  Commons,  had  attempted 
sequences  and  tendency  of  those  crimes  to  to  shake  the  credit  of  that  witness.    I  there- 
society  ;  and  that  wo  are,  if  able  8(f  to  do,  to  fore  thought  myself  justified  in  inibrming  your 
arouse  and  awaken  in  the  minds  of  all,  that  lordships,  and  in  warning  him,  that,  if  he  did 
bear  us,  those    generous  and  noble  sympa-  attemptto  shake  the  credit  of  an  important  wil> 
thies,  which  Providence  has  planted  in  the  ness  against  him  by  an  allegation  of  his  having 
breasts  of  all  men,  to  be  the  true  guardians  of  been  condemned  and  executed  (or  a  forgery,! 
the  common  rights  of  humanity.    Your  lord-  would  endeavour  to  support  his  credit  by  attack' 
•hips  know,  that  this  is  the  duty  of  the  pro-  ingthatvery  prosecut ion,  which  brought  on  thai 
■ecutors,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  condemnation,  and  that  execution;  and  that  1  di^ 
consider  the  defence  of  the  party,  which  is  consider  it,  and  would  lay  grounds  before  you 
wisely  and  properly  left  to  himself;  but  we  lordships  to  prove  it,  to  be  a  murder  oominit 
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eed,  initead  of  a  juiliBcatioD  set  up,  or  that  with  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  money,  cor- 

9Ught  to  be  set  up.  rtiptly  taken  before  the  promulga  jan  of  the 

Now,  my  lords,  1  am  ordered  by  the  Com-  regulating  act  of  1773,  contrary  to  ny  cove- 
mons  no  longer  to  persist  in  that  declaration,  nants  with  the  company,  and  witli  the  receipt 
«nd  I,  who  know  nothing  in  this  place,  and  of  very  large  sums  taken  since,  in  defiance  of 
ought  to  know  nothing  in  this  place,  but  obedi-  that  law,  and  contrary  to  my  declared  sense 
ence  to  the  Commons,  do  mean,  when  Mr.  of  its  provisions."  And  he  ushers  in  tliis 
Hastings  makes  that  objection,  if  he  shall  be  charge  in  the  following  pompons  diction ; — 
advised  to  make  it,  against'lhe  credit  of  rajah  *'  That  iflf  March  1775  the  late  rajah  Nund- 
Nund:omar,  not  thus  to  support  that  credit;  comar,  a  native  Hindoo  of  the  highest  oast  in 
and,  therefore,  that  objection  to  the  credit  of  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society  * 
the  witness  must  go  unrefuted  by  me.  My  by  the  offices  which  he  had  held  under  the 
lords,  I  must  admit,  perhaps  against  my  pri-  country  government,  did  lay  before  the  council 
vato  judgment  (but  that  is  of  no  consideration  an  account  of  various  sums  of  money,"  &c. 
for  your  lordshi|»s,  when  opposed  to  the  judg-  «  It  would  naturally  strike  every  person,  igoo* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Commons)  or,  at  least,  rant  of  the  character  of  Nundcomar,  that  an 
■ot  contest,  that  a  first  minister  of  state,  in  a  accusation  made  by  a  person  of  the  highest  cast 
great  kin<;dom,  who  had  the  benefit  of  the  ad-  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  by  his 
ninistration,  and  of  the  entire  and  absolute  offices,  demanded  particular  notice,  and  ac- 
command  of  a  revenue  of  fifteen  hundred  thou-  quired  a  considerable  degree  of  credit,  from  a 
sand  poonJs  a  year,  had  been  guilty  of  a  paltry  prevalent  association  of  ideas,  that  a  nice 
forgery  in  Calcutta;  that  this  man,  who  had  sense  of  honour  is  connected  with  an  elevated 
been  guilty  of  this  paltry  forgery,  had  waited  rank  of  life  :  but  when  this  honourable  HouM 
for  his  sentence  and  his  punishment,  till  a  body  is  informed,  that  my  accuser  knew  (though  he 
of  English  judges,  armed  with  an  English  suppressed  the  facts)  that  this  person,  of  high 
statute,  came  to  Calcutta;  and  that  this  hap-  rank,  and  high  cast, hod  forfeited  eycry  preten- 
pened  at  tlie  very  happy  nick  and  moment,  sion  to  honour,  veracity,  and  credit ;  that 
when  he  was  accusing  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  these  are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceed- 
bribcrv,  with  which  we  now,  in  the  name  of  ings,  which  my  accuser  partially  quotes,  prov 
the  Commons,  charge  him ;  that  it  was  owing  ing  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  mos' 
10  an  entirely  fortuitous  concurrence  of  circum-  flagrant  forgery  of  letters  from  Munny  Begum 
stances,  ia  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  share,  and  the  nabob  Zoteram  ul  Dowlah  (inde* 
or  that  it  was  owing  to  something  beyond  this,  pendent  of  the  forgery,  for  which  he  strfTered 
something  that  is  rather  pious  than  fortuitous,  death)  of  tlie  most  deliberate  treachery  to  the 
namely,  that,  as  Mr.  Hastings  telhi  you  hin»-  state,  for  which  he  was  confined,  by  the  orders 
self, ''  all  persuasions  of  men  were  impressed  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  limits  of  the 
with  a  superstitious  belief,  that  a  fortunate  town  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  prevent  his  dan- 
influence  directed  all  my  actions  to  their  de-  gerous  intrigues ;  and  of  having  violated  every 
stined  ends.*'  I ,  nut  being  at  that  time  infect-  principle  of  common  honesty  in  private  life ;  I 
ed  with  the  superstition,  and  considering  what  say,  when  this  honourable  House  is  acquaint 
I  thought  Mr.  Hastings's  guilt  to  be,  and  what  ed,  it  is  from  mutilated  and  garbled  aaser> 
I  must  prove  it  to  be,  as  well  as  I  can,  did  not  tions,  founded  on  the  testimony  of  such  an  evi- 
believe,  that  Providence  did  watch  over  Mr.  dence,  without  the  whole  matter  being  fairly 
Hastings,  so  as,  in  the  nick  of  time,  like  a  god  staled,  I  do  hope  and  trust  it  will  be  sufficient 
in  a  machine,  to  come  down  to  save  him  in  ibr  them  to  reject  now  these  vague  and  un- 
the  moment  of  his  imminent  peril  and  distress :  supported  chargej,  in  like  manner  as  they 
I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  must  not  say  so.  were  before  rejected  by  the  court  of  directors^ 

But,  now  to  show,  that  it  was  not  weakly,  and  his  majesty's  ministers,  when  they  were 
loosely,  or  idly,  that  I  took  up  this  business,  or  first  made  by  General  Clavering,  Colone. 
that  I  anticipated  a  defence,  which  it  was  not  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
probable  fur  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  (and  I  <*  I  must  here  interrupt  the  course  of  my 
wish  to  sp«>ak  to  your  lordships  in  the  firrt  in-  defence  to  explain  on  what  grounds  I  employ- 
stance,  but  to  the  Commons  in  the  next,)  I  ed,  or  had  any  connexion  with,  a  man  of 
will  read  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  be-  so  flagitious  a  character  as  Nundcomar." 
fore  the  House  of  Commons ;  it  is  in  evidence  My  lords,  I  hope  this  was  a  good  and  rea- 
before  your  lordshipe.  He  says:  "  My  ao-  lonable  ground  for  me  to  anticipate  the  de* 
cuter,"  (meaning  myself,  then  acting  as  a  fence,  which  Mr.  Hastings  would  make  ii 
private  member  of  parliament,)  "  charges  mo  this  house,  namely,  on  the  known,  recognt74!d 
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inTamoaa  chancter  of  Nundcomar  with  regard     lordships  know,  that  I  could  not  bring  befert 
to  certain  proceedings  there  charged  at  large,  this  bar  anj  commoner  of  (Sreat  Britain  on  a 
with  regard  to  one  forgery,  for  which  he  b\j£-  charge  for  murder.    I  am  not  so  ignorant  of 
Hsred,  and  two  other  forgeries,  with  which  Mr.  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my  country.    I 
Hastings  charged  him.    I,  who  found,  that  expressed  an  act,  which  I  conceired  to  be  of 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  had  received  an  atrocious  and  evil  nature,  and  partaking 
that  yery  identical  charge  of  Nundcomar,  and  of  some  of  the  moral  evil  consequences  of  that 
given  it  to  me,  in  trust,  to  make  it  good,  did  crime.    What  led  me  into  that  errour?  nina 
naturally,  I  hope  excusably,  (for  that  is  the  years'  meditation  upon  that  subject. 
only  ground  upon  which  I  stand,)  endeavour  My  lords,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  year 
to  support  that  credit,  upon  which  the  House  1780  sent  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
acted.    I  hope  I  did  so,  and  I  hope,  that  tha  mons  coa^>laining  of  that  very  chief  justice 
goodness  of  that  intention  may  excuse  me,  iff  Sir  Elijah  Impey.   The  House  of  Commoitt) 
went  a  little  too  far  on  that  occasion.    I  would  who  then  had  some  trust  in  me,  as  they  have 
have  endeavoured  to  support  that  credit,  which  some  trust  still,  did  order  me,  along  witli  per* 
it    was   much   Mr.    Hastings's    interest    to  sons  more  wise  and  judicious   than   myself, 
shake,  and  which  he  had  before  attempted  to  several  of  whom  stand  near  me,  to  make  an 
shake.  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  justice  of  that 
Your  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to  country.     The  consequence  ot  that  inquiry 
suppose  me  now  making  my  apology,  and  by  was,  that  we  began  to  conceive  a  very  bad 
no  manner  of  means  intending  to  persist  either  opinion  both  of  the  complainant  and  defendant 
in  this,  or  in  any  thing,  which  the  House  of  in  that  business  :  that  we  found  the  English 
Commons  shall  desire  me  not  to  declare  in  justice  to  be,  as  we  thought  it,  and  reported  it 
their  name.    But  the  House  of  C<Hnmon8  haa  to  tho  House,  a  grievance,  instead  of  a  re- 
not  denied  me  the  liberty  to  make  you  this  dress,  to  the  people  of  India.    I  could  brin^ 
just  apology ;  God  forbid  they  should ;  for  they  before  your  lordships,  if  I  did  not  spare  your 
would  be  guilty  of  great  injustice,  if  they  did.  patience,   whole   volumes  of  reporti,   whole 
The  House  of  Commons,  whom  I  represent,  bodies  of  evidence,  wiiich  in  the  progress  we 
will  likewise  excuse  me,  their  representative,  have  made,  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  jrean^ 
whilst  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  support  brought  to  my  mind  such  a  conviction,  as  will 
their  characters  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  nevor  be  torn   from  my  heart  but   with  my 
to  make  an  apology,  and  only  an  humble  apo-  life  :  and  I  should  have  no  heart,  that  was  fit 
logy,  for  my  conduct,  for  having  considered  to  lodge  any  honest  sentiment,  if  I  departed 
tliat  act  in  the  light  that  I  represented  it ;  and  from  my  opinion  ufKHi  that  occasion.     Bui, 
which  I  did  merely  from  my  private  opinion,  when  I  declare   my  own  firm   opinion  upon 
without  any  formal  instruction  from  the  House,  it  ;  when  I  declare  the  reasons,  that  led  me 
For  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  House  is  per-  to  it ;   when  I  mention  the  long  meditation, 
fectly  right,  inasmuch  as  the  House  did  nei-  that  preceded  my  founding  a  judgment  upon 
ther  formally  instruct  me,  nor  at  all  forbid  my  it,  the  strict  inquiry,  the  many  hours  and  days 
making  use  of  such  an  argument ;  and  there-  spent  in  consideration,  collation,  and  compa- 
fore  I  have  given  your  lordships  tho  reason,  rison,  I  trust,  that  infirmity,  which  couM  be 
why  it  was  fit  to  make  use  of  such  argument,  actuated  by  no  malice  to  one  party  or  the 
if  it  was  ri^t  to  make  use  of  it.    I  am  in  the  other,  may  be  excused  ;  I  trust,  that  I  shall 
memory  of  your  lordships,  that  I  did  conceive  meet  with  this  indulgence,  when  your  lord- 
it  to  be  relevant,  and  it  was  by  the  poverty  of  ships  consider,  that  as  far  as  vou  knaw  me, 
the  language  I  was  led  to  express  my  private  as  far  as  my  public  services  for  many  years 
feelings  under  the  name  of  a  murder.    For,  if  account  for  me,  I  am  a  man  of  a  sk>w,  labori* 
the  language   had  furnished  me,  under  the  ous,  inquisitive  temper;   that   I  do  seUom 
impression   of  those  feelings,  with   a  word  leave  a  pursuit  without  leaving  marks,  perhaps 
sufficient  to  convey  the  complicated  atrocity  of  my  weakness,  but  leaving  marks  of  that  la* 
of  that  act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  I  would  hour ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  that  laboui; 
not  have  made  use  of  the  word  mttrder.    It  I  made  that  affirmation,  and  thought  the  na- 
was  on  account  of  the  language  furnishing  me  ture  of  the  cause  obliged  me  to  support  and 
with  no  other,  I  was  obliged  to  use  that  word,  substantiate  it.    It  is   true,  that  those,  who 
Your  lordships  do  not  imagine,  I  hope,  that  I  sent  me  here,  have  sagacity  to  decide  upoo 
used  tliat  word  in  any  other  than  a  moral  and  the  subject  in  a  week ;  they  can,  in  one  week, 
popular  sense,  or  that  I  used  it  in  the  legal  discover  the  errours  tk"  my  labours  for  nine 
and  technical  sense  of  the  word  murder.    Your  years. 
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Now,  that  I  havo  made  this  apology  to  yoa,  Nondcomar  by  any  allegation  against  Afr. 

t  assure  you,  you  shall  never  hear  mo  either  Hastings  respecting  his  condemnation  or  exo* 

in  my  own  name  here,  much  less  in  the  name  cution ;  Init  I  am  not  at  all  limited  from  en- 

of  the  Commons,  urge  one  thing  to  you  in  sup-  deavouring  to  support  his  credit  against  Mr. 

port  of   the  credit  of  Nundcomar   grounded  Hastings*schargesof  other  forgeries;  and  from 

upon  that  judgment,  until  tite  House  shall  in-  ahowing  you,  what  I  hope  to  show  you  clearly 

struct  cjvd  ci^er  mo  otherwise ;   because   I  in  a  few  words,  that  Nundoomar  cannot  be 

kr.o^v,  taat,  when  I  can  discover  their  tenti^  presumed  guilty  of  forgery  with  more  proba- 

mecis,  L  ought  to  know  nothing  here,  but  what  bility  than  Mr.  Hastings  is  guilty  of  bringing 

is  in  strict  saA  literal  obedicnco  to  Uiera.  forward  a  light  and  dangerous  (for  I  use  no 

My  Ion -J8,  another  thing  might  make  me  other  words  than  a  light  and  dangerous)  charge 
psriiaps  a  little  willing  to  be  admitted  to  the  of  forgery,  when  it  serves  his  purpose.  Mr. 
procf  of  what  I  advanced,  and  that  is,  the  Hastings  diarges  Nundcomar  with  two  other 
very  answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  this  charge,  forgeries.  '^  These  two  forgeries,"  he  says, 
wht.^h  tlte  House  of  Commons,  however,  have  "  are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceedings, 
adopted,  and,  therefore,  in  some  degree  puri-  which  my  accuser  partially  quotes,  proving 
fied.  "  To  tho  malicious  part  of  this  charge,  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  fla- 
which  is  the  condemnation  of  Nundcomar  for  grant  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum, 
a  forgery,  I  do  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  and  and  of  a  letter  from  the  nabob  Zeteram  ul 
unreserved  manner,  that  I  had  no  concern,  Dowlah,"  and,  therefore,  he  infers  malice  in 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  apprehend-  those,  who  impute  any  thing  improper  to  him, 
ing,  prosecuting,  or  executing  of  Nundcomar.  knowing,  that  the  proof  stood  so.  Here  he 
Ho  suffered  for  a  crime  of  forgery,  which  he  asserts,  that  there  are  records  before  the 
tiad  committed  in  a  private  trtist,  that  was  House  of  Commons,  and  on  the  company's 
delegated  to  him,  and  for  which  he  bad  been  proceedings  and  consultations,  proving  Nimd- 
prosf'cuted  in  tho  dewaimoe  courts  of  the  coun-  cooiar  to  have  been  guilty  of  these  two  forge- 
try,  before  the  institvition  of  tho  supreme  court  ties.  Turn  over  the  next  page  of  his  printed 
of  judicature.  To  adJi'co  this  circumstance,  defence,  and  you  find  a  very  extraordinary 
therefore,  as  a  corJirroatlon  of  what  was  before  thing.  You  would  have  imagined,  that  this 
suspicious  from  his  general  depravity  of  cha-  forgery  of  a  letter  firom  Munny  Begum,  which, 
ractcr,  is  just  as  reasonable  as  to  assert,  that  he  sajrs,  is  recognized  and  proved  on  the 
the  accusal  ion3  of  Empson  and  Dudley  were  journals,  was  a  forgery  charged  by  Munny 
confitmed,  because  they  suffered  death  for  their  Begum  herself,  or  by  somebody  on  her  part, 
atrocious  acts."  or  some  person  concerned  in  this  business. 

My  lords,  this  was  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  There  is  no  other  charge  of  it  whatever,  but 

before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  now  the  charge  of  Warren  Hastings  himself.    He 

in  evidence  before  your  brdships.    In  this  do-  wants  you  to  discredit  a  man  for  forgery  upon 

fence,  he  supposes  the  charge,  which  was  made  no  evidence  under  hearen,  but  that  of  his  own, 

originally  before  the  ComnK>ns,  and  which  the  who  thinks  proper,  without  any  sort  of  au- 

Commons  voted  (tiiotigh  aHerwards,  for  ths  thority,  without  any  sort  of  reference,  withoui 

convenience  of  shortening  it,  tho  affair  was  any  sort  of  collateral  eridence,  to  charge  a 

brought  before  your  lordships  in  the  way,  in  man  with  that  very  direct  forger}*.    "  You 

which  it  is,)  he  supposes,  I  say,  tho  whole  ore,"  he  says,  *'  well  infunned  of  the  reasons, 

to  proceed  from  a  malicious  intention  ;  and  I  which  first  induced  me  to  give  any  space  of 

hope  your  lordships  will  not  think,  and  I  hope  my  confidence  to  Nundcomar,  with   whose 

the  Commons,  reconsidering  this  matter,  will  character  I  was  acquainted  by  an  experience 

not  tliink,  that,  when  such  an  imputation  of  of  many  years.    The  means,  which  he  took 

malice  was  made  for  tlie  purpose  of  repet*  to  acquire  it,  were  peculiar  to  himself.    He 

ling  tliis  corroborating  argument,  which  was  sent  a  messenger  to  mc  at  Madras,  on  the  first 

used  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  prove  hit  news  of  my  appointment  to  this  presidency, 

guilt,  I  was  wrong  in  attempting  to  support  the  with  pretended  letters   from  Munny  Begum 

House  of  Commons  against  his  imputation  of  and  the  nabob  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah,  the  bro* 

malice.  ther  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Cawn,  filled 

I  must  observe,  where  I  am  limited  and  with  bitter  invectives  against  Mahomed  Re« 

where  I  am  not.    I  am  limited,  strictly,  fully,  Cawn,  and  of  as  warm  recommendations,  ta  1 

(and  your  lordidiipe  and  my  country,  who  hear  recollect,  of  Nundcomar.    I  have  been  emee 

me,  will  judge  how  faithfully  I  shall  adhere  to  informed  by  thebegiim,  that  the  letter,  which 

that  limitation)  not  to  support  the  credit  of  bore  her  seal,  was  a  complete  forgery ;  and  that 
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^e  wns  totally  unacquainted  with  the  use  are  straitened  in  this,  then  our  vigour  will  bt 

which  had  b«cn  made  of  her  name,  till  inform-  redoubled  in  the  rest ;  and  we  shall  use  it  with 

ed  of  it  by  Juggut  Chund,  Nundcomar's  son-  double  force.    If  the  top  and  point  of  the  sword 

in-law,   who  was  sent  to  her  expressly   to  is  broken  off,  we  shall  take  the  hilt  in  our  haod^ 

entreat  her  not  to  divulge  it.    Mr.  Middleton  and  fight  with  whatever  remains  of  the  wea> 

whom  she   consulted  on  this  occasion,  can  pon  against  bribery,  cornrption,  ajxJ  pecolft- 

attest  the  truth  of  tliis  story."  tion  ;  and  wo  shall  u^e  double  diligence  under 

Mr.  Middleton  is  dead,  my  lords.     This  any  restraint,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Cno 

is  not  the  Mr.  Middleton,  whom  your  lord-  mons   may  lay  upon  u£,  or   your  lorcishipe* 

ships  heard,  and  know  well  in  this  House,  wisdom  may  oblige  us  to  submit  to. 
but  a  brother  of  iliat  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is         Having  gone   through  this  business,  and 

•ince  dead.    Your  lordships  find,  when  we  shov^n  in  what  manner  I  am  restrain  ed,  when 

refer  to  the  records  of  the  company  for  the  I  am  not  to  repel  Mr.  Hastings's  defence,  and 

proof  of  this  forgery,  that  there  is  no  other  where  I  am  left  at  large  to  do  it,  I  shall  aul^ 

than  the  unsupported  assertion  of  Mr.  Has-  mit  to  the  strict  injunction  with  the  utinoit 

tings  himself,  that  he  was  guilty  of  it.    Now  possible  humility,  and  enjoy  the  liberty,  whidi 

that  was  bad  enough ;  but  then  hear  the  rest,  is  left  to  me,  with  vigour,  with  propriety,  and 

Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  this  unhappy  nan  with  discretion,  I  trust, 
whom  we  must  not  defend,  with  another  for-         My  lords,  when  the  circumstance  happened] 

gery ;  he  has  charged  him  with  a  forgery  of  a  which  has  given  occasion  to  the  long  paren 

letter  from  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah  to  Mr.  Has-  thesis,  by  which  my  discourse  has  been  intisr- 

tings.     Now,  you  would  imagine,   that  be  rupted,  I  remember  I  was  beginning  to  open 

would  have  given  his  own  authority  at  least  to  your  lordithips  the  second   period  of  Mr. 

for  that  assertion,  which,  he  says,  was  proved.  Hastings's  schcrno   and  system   of  bribery. 

He  goes  on,  and  says,  "  I  have  not  yet  had  My  lords,  his  bribery  is  so  extensive,  and  has 

the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  nabob,  Zeteraro  had  such  a  variety  in  it,  that  it  must  be  dis- 

ul  Dowlah,  whether  his  letter  was  of  the  same  tinguishcd  not  only  with  regard  to  its  kind, 

stamp;  but  I  cannot  doubt  it."  but  must  be  likcv/iie  distinguished  according 

Now  here  he  begins  in  this  very  defence,  to  the  periods  of  bribery  and  the  epochas  of 

which  is  before  your  lordships,  to  charge  a  peculation  committed  by  him.     In  the  first  of 

forgery,  upon  the  credit  of  Munny  Begum,  those  periods  we  shall  ^«rove  to  your  lordships^ 

without  supporting  it  even  by  his  own  testi-  I  believe,  without  the  aids,  that  we  hoped  for 

mony;  and  another  forgery,  in  the  name  of  (your  lordships  allowing,  as  I  trust  you  will  do, 

Zeteram  ul  Dowlah,  which,  he  said,  he  had  a  good  deal  for  our  situation)  we  shall  be  able, 

not  even  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into,  and  yet  I  say,  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  aa  a 

desires  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  believe  it  to  bribe,  for  appointing  Murmy  Begum,  thret 

be  proved.    GKxxi  God !  in  what  condition  do  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees ;  we  shall  prove  tht 

men  of  the  first  character  and  situation  in  that  taking  at  the  same  time  the  rajeshye  bribes 

country  s»and,  when  wo  have  here  delivered  Mr.  Hastings,  at  that  time,  followed  bribet] 

to  us,  as  a  record  of  the  company,  Mr.  Has-  in  a  natural  manner :  he  took  a  bribe,  he  took 

tings's  own  assertions,  saying,  that  these  for-  it  as  largo  as  ho  could  ;  he  concealed  it  tk 

geries  were  proved,  tliough  you  have,  for  the  well  as  he  could,  and  he  got  out  of  it  by  arti* 

first,  nothing  but  his  own  unsupported  asser-  ficc,  or  boldness,  by  use  of  trick,  or  use  ct 

tion,  and  for  the  second,  his  declaration  only,  power,  just  as  he  was  enabled  :  he  acted  like 

that  ho  had  not  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into  it.  a  wild  natural  man,  void  of  instruction,  di»- 

I  am  not  forbidden  by  the  Commons  to  state  ciplinc,  and  art. 

how  and  on  what  slight  grounds  Warren  Has-         The  second  period  opened  another  system 

tings  charges  the  natives  of  the  country  with  (^  bribery.  About  this  time  ho  began  tothii^ 

forgery;  neither  am  I  forbidden  to  bring  for-  (from  what  conununica  tion  your  lordships  may 

ward   the   accusation,  which   Mr.  Hastings  guess)  of  other  means,  by  which,  when  he 

made  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspiracy,  could  no  longer  conceal  any  bribe,  Uiat  he  had 

nor  the  event  of  it,  nor  any  circumstance  rela-  received,  he  not  only  might  exempt  hinisdf 

tive  to  it.    I  shall  therefore  proceed  in  the  from  the  charge  and  the  punishment  of  guilt, 

best   manner  I  can.     There  was  a  period,  but  might  convert  it  into  a  kind  of  merit,  and 

among  the  revolutions  of  philosophy,  when  iastead  of  a  breaker  of  laws,  a  violator  of  hia 

tliere  was  an  opinion,  that,  if  a  man  lost  one  trust,  a  receiver  of  scandalous  bribes,  a  pea>> 

limb,  or  organ,  the  strength  of  that,  which  was  lator  of  the  first  magnitude,  might  make  hiiD* 

k»t,  retired  into  what  was  left.  My  lords,  if  we  self  to  be  considered  as  a  great  distinguishing 
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Mninent  financieri  a  collector  of  revenue  in  account,  or  on  any  pretence  whatsoever;  or 

new  and  extraordinary  ways:  and  that  we  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  presenti 

ihould  thus  at  once  praise  his  diligence,  in-  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;  and  if  any 

dustry,  and  ingenuity.      The  scheme  he  set  person,  holding  or  exercising  any  such  civil 

on  foot  was  this:  he  pretended,  that  the  com-  or  military  office,  shall  be  guilty  of  any  such 

pany  could  not  exist  upon  principles  of  strict  offence,  and  shall  be  thereof  legally  convict" 

justice,  (for  so  he  expresses  it,)  and  that  their  ed,"  &c.  &c. 

affairs,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be  so  well  It  then  imposes  the  penalties,  and  your  lord 
accommodated  by  a  regular  revenue,  as  by  ships  see,  that  human  wisdom  cannot  pen  an 
privately  taking  money,  which  was  to  be  ap-  act   more  nlrongly  directed  against    taking 
plied  to  their  service  by  the  person,  who  took  bribes  upon  any  pretence  whatever.    This  act 
it,  at  his  discretion.     This  was  the  principle  of  parliament  was  in  affirmance  of  the  cova- 
he  laid  down.    It  would  hardly  be  believed,  I  nant  entered  into  by  the  servants  of  the  com- 
imagine,  unless  strong  proof  appeared,  that  pany,  and  of  the  explicit  orders  of  the  com- 
any  man  could   be  so  daring  as  to  hold  up  pany,  which  forbid  any  person  whatever  in 
such  a  resource  to  a  regular  government,  trust — "  directly  or  indirectly,  to  accept,  take 
which  had  three  millions  of  known,  avowed,  a  or  receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive, 
great  part  of  it  territorial,  revenue.    But  it  is  any  gifl,  reward,  gratuity,  allowance,  donation, 
necessary,  it  seems,  to  piece  out  the  Uoo*s  or  compensation,  in  money,  effects,  jewels,  or 
ikin  with  a  fox's  tail ;  to  tack  on  a  little  piece  othenou9  kowtoever^  from  any  of  the  Indian 
of  bribery  and  a  little  piece  of  peculation,  in  princes,  sovereigns,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  or  an) 
order  to    help  out  the  resources  of  a  great  of  their  ministers,  servants,  or  agents,  exceed* 
and  flourishing  state  ;  that  they  should  have,  ing  the  value  of  4,000  rupees,  &c.  &c. 
in  the  knavery  of  their  servants,  in  the  breach  "  And  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
of  their  laws,  and  in  the  entire  defiance  of  their  shall  and  will  convey,  assign,  and  make  over, 
covenants,  a  real  resource  applicable  to  their  to  the  said  United  Company  for  their  sole  and 
necessities  ;  of  which  they  were  not  to  judge,  proper  use  and  benefit,  sill  and  every  such  gifls, 
but  the  persons  who  were  to  take  the  bribes;  rewards,  gratuities,  allowances,  donations,  or 
and  that  the  bribes  thus  taken  were,  by  a  men-  compensations  whatsoever,  which,  contrary  to 
tal  reservation,  a  private  intention  in  the  mind  the  truo  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presenti, 
of  the  taker,  unknown  to  the  giver,  to  be  some  shall  come  into  the  hands,  possession,  or  power 
time  or  other,  in  some  way  or  other,  applied  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  or  any  other  per- 
to  the  public  service.    The  taking  such  bribes  son  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or  for  his  use." 
was  to  become  a  justifiable  act,  in  conse-  The  nature  of  the  covenant,  the  act  of  par- 
quenco  of  that  reservation  in  the  mind  of  the  liament,  and  the  company's  orders,  are  clear, 
person  who  lock  them,  and  he  was  not  to  be  First,  they  have  not  forbidden  their  govemour- 
called  to  account  for  them,  in  any  other  way  general,  nor  any  of  their  govemours,  to  tak^ 
than  as  he  thought  fit.  and  accept  from  the  prbces  of  the  country, 
My  lordu,  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  openly  and  publicly,  for  their  use,  any  terri- 
the  year  1773,  the  whole  drift  of  which,  1  may  tories,  lands,  sums  of  money,  or  other  dona- 
say,  was  to  prevent  bribery,  peculation,  and  tions,  which  may  be  offered  in  consequence 
extortion  in  the  company's  servants ;  and  the  of  treaty  or  otherwise.    It  was  necessary  io 
act  was  penned,  I  think,  with  as  much  strict-  distinguish  this  from  every  other  species  «f 
ness  and  rigour  as  ever  act  was  penned.  The  acceptance,  because  many  occasions  occurred, 
twenty-fourth  clause  of  chap.  63,  13  Geo.  HI,  in  which  fines  were  paid  to  the  company  in 
has  the  following  enactment :  "  And  be  it  fur-  consequence  of  treaties;  and  it  was  necessary 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  same  in  the  com- 
from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  1774,  pany's  treasury,  as  an  open  and  known  pro- 
no  person  holding  or   exercising  any  civil  or  ceeding.    It  was   never  dreamed,  that  this 
military  office  under  the  crown,  or  the  said  ihouldjustify  the  taking  of  bribes,  privately  and 
United  Company  in  the  East-Indies,  shall  clandestinely,  by  the  govemour,  or  any  other 
accept,  receive,  or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  servant  of  the  company,  for  the  purpoae  of  its 
by  himself,  cr  any  other  person  or  persons  on  future  application  to  the  company's  use.  It  is 
his  behalf,  or  ibr  his  use  or  benefit,  of  and  from  declared,  that  all  such  bribes  and  money  ro- 
any  of  the  Indian  princes  or  powers,  or  their  ceived  should  be  the  property  of  the  coo. pany. 
ministers   or  agents,  (or  any  of  the  natives  And  why  ?   As  a  means  of  recovering  them 
of  Asia)  any  present,  gifl,  donation,  gratuity,  out  of  the  corrupt  hands,  that  had  taken  them ; 
•r  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  upon  any  and  therefore  this  was  not  a  license  (or  bribwy, 
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but  m  prohibitory  and  penal  clause,  providing  his  discretion,   and  not   at  the  discretMB  of 

the  means  of  coercion,  and  making  the  prohi-  his  employers.  I  wil.  venture  to  say,  that  mdh 

bition  stronger.    Now  Mr.  Hastings  has  found  a  system  of  revenue  never  was  before  thoo^ 

out,  that  this  very  coercive  clause,  which  was  of.    The  next  part  is  an  exchequer,  which  ha 

made  in  order  to  enable  his  superiours  to  get  has  formed,  corresponding  with  it.    You  will 

at  him  and  punish  him  for  bribery,  is  a  license  find  the  board  of  exchequer  made  up  of  oflken 

for  him  to  receive  bribes.    He  is  not  only  a  ostensibly  in  the  company's  service,  of  their 

practitioner  of  bribery,  but  a  professor,  a  doc-  public  accountant  and  public  treasurer,  whom 

tor  upon  the  subject.    His  opinion  is,  that  he  Mr.  Hastings  uses  as  an  accountant  and  trea- 

might  take  presents  or  bribes  to  hinnolf ;  he  surer  of  bribes,  accountable  not  to  the  oonH 

considers  the  penal  clause,  which  the  company  pany,  but  to  himself,  acting  in  no  public  man' 

attached  to  their  prohibition,  and  by  which  all  ner,  and  never  acting  but  upon  his  requisitioo, 

such  bribes  are  constructively  declared  to  be  concealing  all  his  frauds  and  artifices  to  pre- 

theirs,  in  order  to  recover  them  out  of  his  hands,  vent  detection  and  discovery.   In  short,  it  n  an 

as  a  license  to  receive  bribes,  to  extort  money,  exchequer,  in  which,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 

and  he  goes  with  the  very  prohibition  in  bis  repeat  the  words  I  made  use  of  on  n  former 

hand,  ilie  very  means,  by  which  he  was  to  be  occasion,  extortion  is  the  assessor,  in  which 

restrained,  to  exercise  an  unlimited  bribery,  fraud  is  the  treasurer,  confusion  the  accountant, 

peculation,  and  extortion,  over  the  unhappy  oblivion  the  remembrancer.     That  these  are 

natives  of  the  country.  not  mere  words,  I  will  exemplify  as  I  go  throng 

The  moment  he  finds,  that  the  company  the  detail:  I  will  show  you,  that  every  one  of 

has  got  a  scent  of  any  one  of  hb  bribes,  he  the  things  I  have  stated  are  truths,  in  fact,  and 

comes  forward  and  says,  to  be  sure,  I  took  it  that  these  men  are  bound  by  the  condition  of 

as  a  bribe :  I  admit  the  party  gave  me  it  as  their  recognised  fidelity  to  Mr.  Hastings  to 

a  bribe:  I  concealed  it  for  a  time,  because  I  keep  back  his  secrets,  to  change  thu  accounti, 

thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  company  to  alter  the  items,  to  make  him  debtor  or  cr^ 

to  conceal  it :  but  I  had  a  secret  intention,  in  ditor  at  pleasure ;  and,  by  that  m^Atis,  to  throw 

iny  own  mind,  ef  applying  it  to  their  service:  the  whole  system  of  the  company's  accounU 

you  shall  have  it ;  but  you  shall  have  it  as  I  into  confusion. 

please,  and  when  I  please ;  and  this  bribe  b^  1  have  shown  the  impossibility  d[  the  con- 
oomes  sanctified  the  moment  I  think  fit  to  ap-  pany*s  having  intended  to  authorixe  such  a 
ply  it  to  your  service.  Now,  can  it  be  sup-  revenue,  much  less  such  a  constitution  of  it  as 
posed,  that  the  India  company  or  that  the  act  Mr.  Hastings  has  drawn  from  the  very  pro- 
of parliament  meant,  by  declaring,  that  the  hibitions  of  bribery,  and  such  an  exchequer  as 
property  taken  by  a  corrupt  servant,  contrary  he  has  formed  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated, 
to  the  true  intent  of  his  covenant,  was  theirs,  You  wfll  not  dishonour  the  legislature,  or  die 
to  give  a  license  to  take  such  property;  and  company,  be  it  what  it  may,  by  thinking,  that 
that  one  mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue  was  by  either  of  them  could  give  any  sanction  to  it. 
the  breach  of  the  very  covenants,  which  were  Indeed  you  will  not  think,  that  such  a  deviee 
meant  to  prevent  extortion,  peculation,  and  could  ever  enter'into  the  head  of  any  rational 
corruption  ?  What  sort  of  body  is  the  India  man.  You  are  then  to  judge,  whether  it  is  not 
company,  which,  coming  to  the  verge  of  bank-  a  device  to  cover  guilt,  lo  prevent  detectioB 
ruptcy  by  the  robbery  of  half  the  world,  is,  af-  by  destroying  the  means  of  it ;  and  at  the  same 
terwards,  to  subsist  upon  the  alms  of  pecula-  time,  your  lordships  will  judge,  whether  tho 
tion  and  bribery,  to  have  its  strength  recruit-  evidence  we  bring  you  to  prove  that  revenue 
ed  by  the  violation  of  the  covenants  imposed  is  a  mere  pretext,  be  not  stronger  than  the 
upon  its  own  servants?  It  is  an  odd  sort  of  strange  absurd  reasons,  which  he  has  produced 
body  to  be  so  fed  and  so  supported.  This  for  forming  this  new  plan  of  an  exchequer  of 
new  constitution  of  revenue,  that  he  has  made,  bribery. 

is  indeed  a  very  singular  contrivance.    It  is  a        My  lords,  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  you  a 

revenue  to  be  collected  by  any  officer  of  the  letter,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  his 

company,  (for  they  are  all  alike  forbidden,  and  ophiion  upon  the  operation  of  the  act,  whidi 

all  alike  permitted,)  to  be  collected  by  any  he  now  has  found  the  means,  as  he  thinks,  of 

person,  frcm  any  person,  at  any  time,  in  any  evading.     My  brds,  I  will  tell  3rou,  to  savs 

proportion,  by  any  means,  and  in  any  way  he  you  a  good  deal  of  reading,  that  there  was 

pleases ;  and  to  be  accounted  for,  or  not  to  be  certain  prize  money  given  by  Shuja  ul  Dowiah 

accounted  for,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  collector  ;  to  a  body  of  the  company's  troops,  SOTving  in 

and,  if  applied  to  their  use,  to  be  applied  at  the  field ;  that  this  prize  money  waa  to  be  dia* 
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iributed  tmonf  them ;  but  upon  application  in  the  fidd,  hy  a  prince  then  independent  of 

being  made  to  Mr.  Haatings  for  his  opinion  the  company.    If  ever  there  waa  a  circum- 

and  sanction  in  the  distribution,  Mr.  Hastings,  stance,  in  which  any  refinement,  any  favour^ 

at  first f  seemed  inclined  to  giro  way  to  it,  but,  able  construction  of  the  act,  could  be  used,  it 

afterv%'ards,  upon  reading  and  considering  the  was  in  farour  of  a  body  of  men,  senring  in  the 

act   of  parliament,  before   he   allowed    the  field,  fighting  for  their  country,  spilling  their 

■oldiery  to  receive  this  public  donation,  he  blood  for  it,  suffering  all  the  inconvenieneiea 

thus  describes  his  opinion  of  the  operation  of  of  that  climate.    It  was  undoubtedly  voluatft- 

the  act.  rily  offered  to  them  by  the  party,  in  the  heig^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  fi'om  Mr.  Hastings  to  of  victory,  and  enriched  by  the  plunder  of 
Colonel  Champion,  31st  August  1774. — '*  Up-  whole  provinces.  I  believe  your  lordshipa 
on  a  reference  to  the  new  act  of  parliament,  I  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  any  relaxation,  any 
was  much  disappeinted,  and  sorry  to  find,  evasion  of  an  act  of  parliament,  could  bo 
that  our  intentions  were  entirely  defeated  by  a  allowed,  if  the  intention  of  the  legislatoro 
clause  in  the  act  (to  be  in  force  af\er  the  1st  could  for  a  moment  be  trifled  with,  or  suppoo- 
of  August  1774)  which  divests  us  of  the  power  ed  for  a  moment  doubtful,  it  was  in  this  in- 
to grant,  and  expressly  prohibits  the  army  to  stance;  and  yet,  upon  the  rigour  of  the  act, 
receive,  the  nabob's  intended  donation.  Agree-  Mr.  Hastings  refuses  that  army  the  price  of 
able  to  the  positive  sense  of  this  clause,  not-  their  blood,  money  won  solely,  almost,  by  their 
withstanding  it  is  expressed  individually,  there  arms,  for  a  prince,  who  had  acquired  millioni 
is  not  a  doubt  but  the  army  is  included  with  by  their  bravery,  fidelity,  and  sufferings.  This 
all  other  persons  in  the  prohibition  from  re-  was  the  case,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  refused 
ceiving  presents  or  donations ;  a  confirmation  t  public  donation  to  the  army,  and  from  that 
of  which  is,  that  in  the  clause  of  exceptions,  day  to  this  they  have  never  received  it. 
wherein  <  cnunsellours  at  law,  physicians,  sur-  If  the  receipt  of  this  public  donation  could 
geons,  and  chaplains,  are  permitted  to  re-  be  thus  forbidden,  whence  has  Mr.  Hastings 
ceive  the  fees  annexed  to  their  profession,*  no  since  learned,  that  he  may  privately  take 
mention  whatever  is  made  of  any  latitude  money,  and  take  it  not  only  from  princes,  and 
given  to  the  army,  or  any  circumstances  persons  in  power,  and  abounding  in  wealth, 
wherein  it  would  be  allowable  for  them  to  but,  as  we  shall  prove,  from  pentonA  in  a  corn- 
receive    presents This  unlucky  dis-  parativedegreeof  penury  and  distress?    That 

covery  of  an  exclusion  by  act  of  parliament,  he  could  take  it  from  persons  in  office  and  trust 

which  admits   of  no  abatement   or  evasion  whose  power  gave  them  the  means  of  ruining 

wherever  its  authority  extends,  renders  a  re-  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them- 

visal  of  our  proceedings  necessary,  and  leaves  selves  to  pay  it?    Consider  in  what  a  situation 

no  option  to  our  decision  ;  it  is  not  like  the  or^  the  company  must  be,  if  the  govemour-general 

dinances  of  the  court  of  directors,  where  a  can  form  such  a  secret  exchequer  of  direct 

favourable  construction  may  be  put,  and  some  bribes,  given  eo  Tumrine  as  bribes,  and  accepted 

room  is  lef\  for  the  interposition  of  the  author-  as  such,  by  the  parties  concerned  in  the  trans- 

ity  vested  in  ourselves ;  but  positive  and  de-  action,  to  be  discovered  only  by  himself,  and 

cisive,  admitting  neither  of  refinement  nor  with  only  the  inward  reservation,  that  I  have 

misconstruction.      I  should  be  happy,  if,  in  spoken  of. 

this  instance,  a  method  could  be  devised  of  In  the  first  place,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should 

setting  the  act  aside,  whish  I  should  roost  die,  without  having  made  a  discovery  of  all 

willinoly  embrace:   but,  in  my  opmion,  an  his  bribes,  or  if  any  other  servant  of  the  com- 

opposition  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty.**  pany  should  imitate  his  example,  without  hia 

Yotir  lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings  consider-  heroic  good  intentions,  in  doing  such  villanoiis 

ed  this  act  to  be  a  most  unlucky  discovery :  acts;  how  is  the  company  to  recover  the  bribo 

indeed,  as  long  as  it  remained  in  force,  it  money?     The  receivers  need  not  divulge  it, 

woiiltl   have  been  unlucky  for  him,  because  till  they  think  fit,  and  the  moment  an  informer 

it  would  have  destroyed  one  of  the  principal  comes,  that  informer  is  ruined.    He  comes,  for 

sources  of  his  illegal  profits.     Why  does  he  instance,  to  the  govemonr-general  and  council, 

consider  it  unlucky?    Because  it  admits  of  and  charges,  say  not  Mr.  Hastings,  but  tho 

no  reservation,  no  exception,  no  refinement  head  of  the  board  of  revenue,  with  receiving 

whatever,    but    is   cleir,   positive,  decisive,  a  bribe.     Receive  a  bribe !  so  I  did ;  but  it 

Now,  in   what  case  was  it,  that  Mr.  Ha»-  was  with  an  intention  of  applying  it  to  tho 

lin^:!  made  this  determination?    In  the  case  of  company's  service.      There  I  nick   the  'm» 

a  donation,  publicly  offered  to  an  army  serving  former :  I  am  beforehand  with  him :  tho  bribo 
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b  sanctified  by  my  inward  Jesuitical  intention.  Mr.  Hastings  had  squeezed  out  of  a  mlseraUt 
[  will  make  a  merit  of  it  with  the  company,  country  a  bribe  of  £.40,000|  of  which  he  wai 
I  have  received  £.40,000  as  a  bribe ;  there  it  enabled  to  bring  to  the  account  of  the  company 
is  for  you ;  I  am  acquitted ;  I  am  a  meritorious  only  £.20,000,  and  of  which  we  should  not  even 
servant;  let  the  informer  go,  and  seek  his  re-  have  known  the  existence,  if  the  inquiries, 
medy  as  he  can.  Now  if  an  informer  is  once  pursued  with  great  diligence  by  the  House  of 
instructed,  that  a  person,  who  receives  bribes,  Commons,  had  not  extorted  the  discovery ;  and 
can  turn  them  into  merit,  and  take  away  his  even  now  that  we  know  the  fact,  we  can  never 
action  from  him,  do  you  think,  that  you  ever  get  at  the  money ;  the  company  can  never  r^ 
will,  or  can,  discover  any  one  bribe?  Bat  ceive  it;  and  before  the  House  had  squeezed 
what  is  still  worse,  by  this  method  disclose  out  of  him,  that  some  such  money  had  been  re- 
but one  bribe,  and  you  secure  all  the  rest,  that  ceived,  he  never  once  told  the  court  of  direo- 
ycm  possibly  can  receive  upon  any  occasion,  tors,  that  his  black  bribe  agent,  whom  he  r^ 
For  instance,  strong  report  prevails,  that  a  commended  to  their  service,  had  cheated  both 
bribe  of  £.40,000  has  been  given,  and  the  re-  them  and  him  of  £.20,000  out  of  the  fund  of 
ceiver  expects  that  information  will  be  laid  the  bribe  revenue.  If  it  be  asked,  where  ii 
against  him.  Ho  acknowledges  that  he  has  the  record  of  this?  Record  there  is  none, 
received  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  but  says,  that  it  In  what  office  is  it  entered?  It  is  entered  in 
was  for  the  service  of  the  company,  and  that  no  office ;  it  is  mentioned  as  privately  received 
it  is  carried  to  their  account.  And  thus  by  for  the  company's  benefit ;  and  you  shall  now 
stating,  that  he  has  taken  some  money  which  further  see  what  a  charming  office  of  receipt 
he  has  accounted  for,  but  concealing  from  and  account  this  new  exchequer  of  Mr.  Hm> 
whom  that  money  came,  which  is  exactly  Mr.  tinge's  is. 

Hastings's  case,  if  at  last  an  inftninationshoukl  For,  there  is  another  and  a  more  serious 
be  laid  before  the  company  of  a  specific  bribe  circumstance,  attending  this  business.  Every 
having  been  received  of  £.40,000,  it  is  said  one  knows,  that  by  the  law  of  this,  and,  I  b(H 
by  the  receiver,  Lord!  this  is  the  £.40,000  I  lieve,  of  every  country,  any  money,  whidi  ii 
told  you  of;  it  is  broken  into  fragments,  paid  taken  illegally  from  any  person,  as  every  tHibo 
by  instalments  ;  and  you  have  taken  it  and  put  or  sum  of  money  extorted  or  paid  without  coo- 
it  into  ypur  own  coffiirs.  sideration  is,  belongs  to  the  person  who  paid 
Again,  suppose  him  to  take  it  through  the  it,  and  ho  may  bring  his  action  for  it,  and  re- 
hand  of  an  agent,  such  as  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  cover  it.  Then,  see  how  the  company  stands: 
and  that  his  agent,  who,  as  wo  have  lately  dis-  the  company  receive  a  bribe  of  £.40^000  by 
covered,  out  of  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  which  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings  ;  it  is  carried  to  its  account ;  it 
Hastings  was  to  have  received,  kept  back  half  turns  bribery  into  a  revenue  ;  it  sanctifies  it. 
of  it,  falls  into  the'u'  debt  like  him ;  I  desire  to  In  the  mean  time,  the  man,  from  whom  this 
know,  what  the  company  can  do  in  such  a  money  is  illegally  taken,  sues  Mr.  Hastings, 
case?  Gunga  Govin  Sing  has  entered  into  no  Must  not  he  recover  of  Mr.  Hastings?  TheOi 
covenants  with  the  company.  There  is  no  if  so,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  recover  it  again 
trace  of  his  having  this  money,  except  what  from  the  company  ?  The  company  undoubtedly 
Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  tell.  If  he  is  called  is  answerable  for  it.  And  here  is  a  revenue, 
upon  to  refund  it  to  the  company,  he  may  say  which  every  man,  who  has  paid  it,  cnay  drag 
he  never  received  it ;  that  ho  was  never  order-  out  of  the  treasury  again.  Mr.  Hastings's 
ed  to  extort  this  money  from  the  people;  or  if  he  donations  of  his  bribes  to  the  treasury  are 
was  under  any  covenant  not  to  take  money,  he  liable  to  be  torn  from  it  at  pleasure  by  every 
may  set  up  this  defence,  I  am  forbidden  to  re-  man  who  gives  the  money.  First  it  may  be 
ceive  money :  and  I  will  not  make  a  declara-  torn  from  him  who  receives  it,  and  then  he 
tion,  which  will  subject  me  to  penalties ;  or  he  may  recover  it  from  the  treasury,  to  which  he 
may  say  in  India  before  the  supreme  court,  I  has  given  it. 

have  paid  the  bribe  all  to  Mr.  Hastings :  and.         But  admitting,  that  the  taking  of  bribes  can 

then,  there  must  be  a  bill  and  suit  there,  a  bill  be  sanctified  by  their  becoming  the  property  of 

and  suit  here,  and  by  that  means,  having  one  the  company,  it  may  still  be  askedj  for  what 

party  on  cme  side  the  water,  and  the  other  party  end  and  purpose  has  the  company  covenanted 

CO  the  other,  the  company  may  never  come  to  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  money,  taken  extor> 

a  discovery  of  it.     And  that  in  fact  this  is  sively,  shall  belong  to  the  company?  Is  it,  that 

the  way  in  which  one  of  his  great  bribe  agenta  satisfaction  and  reparation  may  be  awarded 

has  acted,  I  shall  prove  to  yoor  lordships  by  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  said 

sviduice.  company,  for  their  own  benefit  ?    No,  it  is  fei 
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Ae  benefit  of  the  injured  persons ;  and  it  b  to  vwn  private  cash,  and  that  he  had  depotit«dl 

•e  carried  to  the  company's  account,  "  hut  in  with  the  treasurer  two  lacks  of  rupees.    Thk 

trust,  nevertheless,  and  to  the  intent,  that  the  was  in  June  1780,  and  Mr.  Francis  soon  afttr 

said  company  may  and  do  render  and  pay  over  returned  to  Europe.    I  need  not  inform  your 

the  moneys  received  or  recovered  by  them  to  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  before  this 

the  parties  injured  or  defrauded,  which  the  said  time,  been  charged  with  bribery  and  pecula* 

company  accordingly  hereby  agree  and  cove-  tion  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Moosoo, 

Bant  to  do."    Now  here  is  a  revenue  to  be  and  Mr.  Francis.    He  suspected,  that  Mr. 

received  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  company's  Francis,  then  going  to  Europe,  would  confirm 

use,  applied,  at  his  discretion,  to  that  use,  and  this  charge  by  the  suspicious  nature  and  cir- 

which  the  company  has  previously  covenanted  cumstances  of  this  generous  ofler  ;  and  this 

to  restore  to  the  persons,  that  are  injured  and  suspicion  was  increased  by  the  connexion, 

damaged.    This  is  revenue,  which  is  to  bo  which  he  supposed,  and  which  we  can  prove 

torn  away  by  the  action  of  any  person ;  a  re-  he  thought,  Mr.  Francis  had  with  Cheit  Sing, 

venue,  which  they  must  return  back  to  the  per-  Apprehending  therefore,  that  he  might  discover 

■on  complaining,  as  tliey  in  justice  ought  to  and  bring  the  bribe  to  light  some  way  or  other, 

do;  for  no  nation  ever  avowed  making  a  reve-  he  resolved  to  anticipate  any  such  discovery 

nue  out  of  bribery  and  peculation.    They  are,  by  declaring,  upon  the  29lh  of  November,  that 

then,  to  restore  it  back  again.    But  how  can  this  money  was  not  bis  own.    I  will  mention 

they  restore  it  ?    Mr.  Hastings  has  applied  to  your  lordships  hereaAcr  the  circumstances 

it:  he  has  given  it  in  presents  to princes,1aid  of  this  vaaaey.    He  says,  <'  My  present  rea- 

it  out  in  budgerows,  in  pen,  ink,  and  wax  ;  in  son  for  adverting  to  my  conduct,"  that  is,  his 

salaries  to  secretaries;  he  has  laid  it  out  just  in  offer  of  two  lacks  of  rupees  out  of  his  own 

any  way  he  pleased ;  and  tlie  India  company,  private  cash  fur  the  company's  service,  upon 

who  have  covenanted  to  restore  all  this  money  the  26lh  of  June,  1780,  "  on  the  occasion  I  have 

to  the  persons   from  whom  it  came,  are  de-  mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  false  conclusions 

privcd  of  all  means  of  performing  so  just  a  or  proposed  misrepresentations,  which  may  be 

duty.     Therefore,  I  dismiss  the  idea,  that  any  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation, 

man  so  acting  could  have  had  a  good  intention  or  as  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assur* 

in  his  mind :  the  supposition  is   too  weak,  ing  you,  that  the  money,  by  whatever  means 

senaolesfl,  and  absurd.   It  was  only  in  a  despe-  it  came  into  your  possession,  was  not  my  own ; 

rate  cause,  that  he  made  a  desperate  attempt ;  that  I  bad  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or 

for  we  shall  prove,  that  ho  never  made  a  dit-  could  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion, 

closure  without  tiiinking  tluit  a  discovery  had  which  prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  ao> 

been  previously  made,  or  was  likely  to  be  made,  cidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant 

together  with  an  exposure  of  all  the  circum-  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to 

stances  of  his  wicked  and  abominal^lo  conceal-  the  property  and  use  of  the  company :  and  with 

ment.  this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject." 

You  will  see  the  history  of  this  new  scheme  My  lorde,  you  see  what  an  account  Mr. 

of  bribery,  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  contrived,  Hastings  has  given  of  some  obscure  transae- 

by  avowing  some  bribes,  to  cover  others,  at^  tion,  by  which  he  contradicts  the  record  ;  for, 

tempted  to   outface  his  delinquency,  and,  if  on  the  S6th  of  June,  he  generously,  nobly,  full 

possible,  to  reconcile  a  weak  breach  of  the  laws  of  enthusiasm  for  their  service,  offers  to  the 

with  a  sort  of  spirited  observance  of   them,  company  money  of  his  own.    On  the  29th  of 

and  to  become  infamous  for  the  good  of  his  November,  he  tells  the  court  of  directors,  that 

country.  the  money  he  offered  on  the  former  day  was 

The  first  appearance  of  this  practice  of  bri-  not  his  own;  that  his  assertion  was  totally 

bery  was  in  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  false,  that  the  money  was  not  his ;  that  he  had 

1780.     The  cause,  which  led  to  the  discovery,  no  right  to  receive  it ;  and  tliat  he  would  not 

i/v  n  distpute  between  him  and  Mr.  Francis  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion,  which 

at  Uic  board,  in  consequence  of  a  very  hand-  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  acci- 

•omr  nifer  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  board  dental  means,  which  at  that  instant  offered. 

rt',lMve  to  a  measure   propnacd  by  him,  to  Such  is  the  account  sent  by  their  govemour 

whu-h  ho  found  one  objection  to  be  the  money  in  India,  acting  as  an  accountant  to  the  com- 

Ihat  it  would  cost.    He  made  the  most  gene-  pany— a  company  with  whom  every  thing  ii 

rous  and  handsome  offer,  as  it  stands  upon  re-  matter  of  account.    He  tells  then»,  indeed,  thai 

eord,  that  perhaps  any  man  ever  made,  namely,  the  sum  he  had  offered  was  not  his  own ;  that  h* 

that  he  would  defray  the  expense  out  of  his  hod  do  right  to  it :  and  thai  ne  would  not  havt 

Vol.  111.-29  U 


453  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

laken  it,  if  he  had  not  been  greatly  tempted  by  mode,  which  be  has,  of  ac^oonung  with  Um 

the  occasion ;  but  he  never  tells  them  by  what  company,  and  infonning  them  of  his  bribe, 

means  he  came  at  it,  the  person,  from  whom  He  begins  his  account  of  this  transaction  by 

he  received  it,  the  occasion,  upon  which  he  saying,  that  it  has  something  of  affinity  to  this 

received  it,  (whether  justifiable  ornot,)  or  any  lost  anecdote,  meaning  the  account,  of  the 

one  circumstance  under  heaven  relative  to  it.  first  bribe.    An  anecdote  is  made  a  heed  of 

This  is  a  very  extraordinary  account  to  give  to  an  account,  and  this,  I  believe,  is  what  none 

t)ie  public  of  a  sum,  which  we  find  to  be  some-  of  your  lordships  ever  have  heard  of  before 

whcve  above  twenty  thousand  pounds,  taken  bj  and  I  believe  it  is  yet  to  be  learned  in  this 

Mr.  Hastings  in  some  way  or  other.    He  set  commercial  nation,  a  nation  of  accurate  com- 

the  company  blindly  groping  in  the  dark  by  the  mercial  account.    The  account  he  gives  of 

very  pretended  light,  the  ignis  (atuus,  which  the  first  is  an  anecdote ;  and  what  is  his  ao> 

he  held  out  to  them :  for  at  that  time,  all  was  count  of  the  second  ?    A  relation  of  an  aneo- 

in  the  dark,  and  in  a  cloud ;  and  this  is  what  dote  :  not  a  near  relation,  but  something  of 

Mr.  Hastings  calls  ir{formation  communicated  affinity ;  a  remote  relation  co^ma  three  or  km 

to  the  company  on  the  subject  of  those  bribes,  limes  removed,  of  the  half  blood,  or  soiae- 

You  have  heard  of  obscurity  illustrated  by  thing  of  that  kind,  to  this  anecdote ;  and  he 
a  further  obscurity :  o6sciiruin  per  ob$cwiuM.  never  tells  them  any  circumstance  of  it  wfaaU 
He  continues  to  tell  them,  "  Something  of  ever  of  any  kind,  but  that  it  has  some  affinity 
affimity  to  this  anecdote  m^  appear  in  the  first  to  the  former  anecdote.  But,  my  lords,  the 
aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  thing,  which  comes  to  some  degree  of  dear- 
proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  inn  ncss,  is  this,  that  he  did  give  nxniey  to  the 
mediately  my  duty  to  inform  you.*'  He  then  rajah  of  Berar,  and  your  lordships  will  be  so 
tells  them,  that  he  had  contrived  to  give  a  sum  good  as  to  advert  carefully  to  the  proportioi0, 
of  money  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  the  account  in  which  he  gave  it.  He  did  give  him  two 
he  gives  of  that  proceeding  is  this :  '*  We  had  lacks  of  rupees  of  money  raised  by  his  owa 
neither  money  to  spare,  nor,  in  the  apparent  credit,  his  own  money  ;  and  the  third  he  ad- 
state  of  that  government  in  its  relation  to  ours,  vanced  out  of  the  compan3r's  money  in  his 
would  it  have  been  either  prudent  or  consis-  hands.  He  might  have  taken  the  company's 
tent  with  our  public  credit  to  have  affisrded  it.  money  undoubtedly,  fairly,  openly,  and  hekl  'A 
It  was,  nevertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  in  his  hands  for  an  hundred  purposes,  and 
some  aid  should  be  given,  not  less  as  a  neces-  therefore  he  does  not  tell  them,  that  even  that 
sary  relief  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  third  was  money  he  had  obtained  by  bribery 
and  a  return  for  the  many  instances  of  sub-  and  corruption.  No ;  he  says,  it  is  money  c^ 
stantial  kindnesses,  which  we  had,  within  the  the  company's,  which  he  had  in  bis  hand ;  m> 
course  of  the  two  last  yeais,  experienced  from  that  you  must  get  through  a  long  train  of 
the  government  of  Berar.  I  had  an  assurance,  construction,  before  you  ascertain,  that  this 
that  such  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquies-  sum  was  what  it  turns  out  to  bo,  a  bribe,  wbidi 
cence  of  the  board  ;  but  I  knew,  that  it  would  he  retained  for  the  company.  Your  lordships 
not  pass  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have  will  please  to  observe,  as  I  proceed,  the  nar 
become  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its  ture  of  this  pretended  generosity  in  Mr.  Has- 
purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  tings.  He  is  always  generous  in  the  same 
expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the  way.  As  he  offered  the  whole  of  his  first 
government  of  Berar  from  evidences  of  stronger  bribe  as  his  own  money,  and  ader  wards  w> 
proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  appear  to  knowledged,  tliat  no  part  of  it  was  his  own; 
the  other  members  of  tho  board,  I  resolved  to  so  he  is  now  generous  again  in  this  latter 
adopt  it,  and  to  take  tlie  entire  responsibility  transaction,  in  which,  however,  he  shows, 
of  it  upon  myself.  In  this  mode  a  less  con-  that  he  is  neither  generous  nor  just.  He  took 
siderablo  sum  would  suffice.  I  accordingly  tlie  first  money  without  right ;  and  he  ditl  not 
caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  apply  it  to  the  very  service,  for  which  it  was 
the  minister  of  tlie  rajah  of  Berar,  resident  in  protended  to  be  taken.  lie  then  tells  you  ef 
Calcutta.  He  lias  transmitted  it  to  Cultac.  another  anecdote,  which,  he  says,  has  an  d- 
Two-thirds  of  this  sum  I  tinv*:  raised  by  my  finiiy  to  that  anecdote,  and  here  he  is  gene- 
own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my  official  ao-  rous  u^ain.  In  the  first,  he  appears  to  be 
counts.  The  other  third  I  have  supplied  from  generous  and  juA,  because  he  appears  to  gift 
the  eash  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the  honour-  his  own  money,  which  ho  had  a  right  to  die* 
able  company.*'  pose  of;  then  be  tells  you,  he   is  neither 

Your  lordships  see  in  this  business  anrther  generous  nor  just  *,  for  he  had  taken  money  \m 
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ted  no  right  to,  and  did  not  apply  it  to  the  another  very  curious  one.    For  when  you  come 

■ervice,  for  which  he  pretended  to  have  rccciv-  to  look  into  the  particulars  of  it,  you  will  find, 

•d  it.    And  now  he  is  generous  again,  because  there  are  three  bonds  declared  to  be  the  com- 

he  gives  two  lacks  of  his  own  money,  and  pany's  bonds,  and  which  refer  to  the  (bnner 

just,  because  lie  gives  one  lack,  which  belonf^  transactions,  namely,  the  money,  for  which  he 

ed  to  the  company ;  but  there  is  not  an  idea  had  taken  the  bonds  :  but  when  you  come  to 

suggested  from  whom  he  took  it.  look  at  the  numbers  of  them,  you  will  find, 

But  to  proceed,  my  lords;  in  this  letter  he  that  one  of  the  three  bonds,  which  he  had 

tells  you,  he  had  given  two-thirds  his  own  taken  as  his  own, disappears;  and  another  bond 

money  and  onc-third  the  company's  money,  of  another  date  and  for  a  much  larger  sum  it 

So  it  stood  upon  the  S9th  of  November  17^.  substituted  in  its  place,  of  which  he  had  never 

On  the  5th  of  January  foliowing  wo  see  the  mentioned  any  thing  whatever.    So  that  tak- 

business  take  a  totally  different  turn ;  and  then  ing  his  first  account,  that  two-thirds  is  bis  own 

Mr.  Hastings  calls  for  tliree  company's  bonds,  money  ;  then,  that  it  is  ell  his  own  ;  in  the 

upon  two  diHerent  securities,  antedated  to  the  third,  that  it  is  all  tho  company's  money  ;  bj 

first  and  second  of  October,  for  the  three  lacks,  a  fourth  account,  given  in  a  paper  describing 

which  he  before  told  them  was  two-thirds  his  the  three  bonds,  you  will  find,  that  there  it 

own  money,  and  one-third  tlie  company's.    He  one  lack,  which  he  does  not  account  for,  but 

now  declares  the  whole  of  it  to  be  his  own,  substitutes,  in  its  place,  a  bond  before  token, 

and  he  thus  applies  by  letter  to  the  board,  of  as  his  own.      He  sinks  and  suppresses  one 

which   he  himself  was  a  majority.    "  Ho-  bond  ;  he  gives  two  bonds  to  the  company, 

nourable  sir  and  sirs.  Having  had  occasion  to  and  to  supply  the  want  of  the  third,  which 

disburs<4  the  sum  of  three  lacks  of  sicca  ru-  he  suppresses,  he  brings  forward  a  bond  (or 

pecs  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  hav-  another  sum,  of  another  date,  which  he  had 

ing  been  advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  never  mentioned  before.    Here  then  you  have 

I  request  that  the  same  may  be  repaid  to  me  four  different  accounts  :  if  any  one  of  them  if 

in  the  following  manner:  true,  every  one  of  the  other  three  is  totally 

*'  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  false.    Such  a  system  of  cogging,  such  a  sys* 

of  the  second  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  Octo-  tern  of  fraud,  such  a  system  of  prevarication, 

ber,  for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  such  a  system  of  falsehood,  never  was  I  be- 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  tho  terms  Hove  before  exhibited  in  the  world, 
of  the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  October,         In  the  first  place,  why  did  he  take  bonds  at 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  all  from  the  company  for  the  money,  that  was 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  their  own  ?  I  must  be  cautious  how  I  charge 

the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  2d  Octc^er,  a  legal  crime.    I  will  not  charge  it  to  be  fbr^ 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees."    Here  are  two  gcry,  to  take  a  bond  from  the  company  for 

accounts,  one  of  which  must  be  directly  and  money,  which  was  their  own.    He  was  ein- 

Hally  false  ;  for  he  could  not  have  given  two-  ployed  to  make  out  bonds  for  tho  company,  to 

thirds  his  own,  and  have  supplied  the  other  raise  money  on  their  credit.    He  pretends  he 

third  from  money  of  the  comjiany's,  and  at  lent  them  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  not  hb 

the  same  time,  have  advanced  the  whole  as  to  lend;  but  he  gives  their  own  money  to  thera 

his  own.    He  here  goes  the  full  length  of  the  as  his  own,  and  takes  a  security  for  it.    I  wiH 

fraud  ;  ho  declares,  that  it  is  all  his  own,  so  not  say,  that  it  is  a  forgery,  but  I  nm  sure  it  is 

muc  h  his  own,  that  he  docs  not  trust  the  com-  an  offence  as  grievous,  because  it  is  as  mudi  a 

pany  wiih  it,  and  actually  takes  their  bonds  cheat  as  a  forgery,  with  this  addition  to  it,  that 

as  a  security  for  it,  bearing  an  interest  to  be  the  person  so  cheating  is  in  a  trust ;  he  violates 

paid  to  him  when  he  thinks  proper.  that  trust,  and,  in  so  doing,  he  defrauds  and 

Thus  it  remained  from  the  5th  of  January  falsifies  the  whole  system  of  the  company's 

1781 ,  till  16ih  December  1782,  when  this  busi-  accounts. 

ness  takes  another  turn ;  and  in  a  loiter  of  his         I  have  only  to  show,  what  his  own  explana- 

to  tho  company  the.to  bonds  become  all  their  tion  of  all  these  actions  was ;  because,  it  su- 

own.    All  the  money  advinced  is  now,  all  of  persedes  all  observation  of  mine.    Hear  what 

k,  thf)  company's  money.   First,  he  says,  two-  prevaricating  guilt  says  for  the  falsehood,  and 

ihirdj  were  his  own :  neit,  tliat  the  whole  is  delusion,  which  had  been  used  to  cover  it ;  and 

his  own :  and  the  third  account  is,  that  the  see,  how  he  plunges  deeper  and  deeper  upon 

whcle  is  the  company's,  and  he  will  account  to  every  occasion.    This  explanation  arose  «N 

ihero  for  it.  of  another  memorable  bribe,  which  I  most  I 

Now,  he  has  accompanied  this  account  wit)  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lordships. 


454  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

About  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  former  &r  a  very  few  years,  he  should  be  embled  t> 
bribes,  good  C^rtune,  as  good  things  seldom  lay  by  an  ample  provision  for  his  retreat, 
come  singly,  is  kind  to  him  ;  and  when  he  About  nine  years  afler  that  time,  namely,  in 
went  up,  and  had  nearly  ruined  the  company's  the  month  of*  January  1782,  he  finds  himwV 
affairs  in  Oude  and  Benares,  he  received  a  rather  pinched  with  want,  but,  however,  nol 
present  of  £.100,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  in  so  bad  a  way,  but  that  the  holding  of  his 
He  received  bills  for  it  in  September  1781:  office  had  enabled  him  to  lay  up  a  provision, 
and  he  gives  the  company  an  account  of  it  in  with  which  he  could  be  contented  in  a  more 
January  1782.  Remark  in  what  manner  the  humble  station.  He  wishes  to  have  aifluenca ; 
account  of  this  money  was  given,  and  the  pur^  he  wishes  to  have  dignity  ;  he  wishes  to  hav« 
poses,  for  which  ho  intends  to  apply  it.  He  consequence  and  rank,  but  he  allows,  that  Im 
says,  in  this  letter,  "  I  received  the  offer  of  has  competence.  Your  lordships  will  see  if* 
a  considerable  sum  of  money,  both  on  the  terwards  how  miserably  his  hopes  were  disap> 
nabob's  part,  and  tliat  of  his  ministers,  as  a  pointed;  for  the  court  of  directors,  receiving 
present  to  myself,  not  to  the  company  :  I  ao  this  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  did  declare, 
cepted  it  without  hesitation,  and  gladly,  being     that  they  could  not  give  it  to  him,  because  the 

entirely  destitute  both  of  means  and  credit,  act  had  ordered,  "  that  no  fees  of  office,  per- 

whcther  for  your  service  or  the  relief  of  my  quisites,  emoluments,  or  advantages  whalso> 

own  necessities.*'  My  lords,  upon  this   you  ever,  should  be  accepted,  received,  or  takoi 

shall  hear  a  comment,  made  by  some  abler  by  such  govemour-gcneral  and  council,  or  any 

persons  than  me.      This  donation   was  not  of  them,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  or 

made  in  species,  but  in  bills  upon  the  house  of  pretence  whatsoever :"  and  as  th«  nme  act 

Gopaul  Doss,  who  was  then  a  prisoner  in  the  ^further  directs,  "  that  no  govemour^neral, 

hands  of  Cheit  Sing.    Afler  mentioning,  that  or  any  of  the  council,  shall  directly  take,  ae* 

he  took  this  present  for  the  company,  and  for  cept,  or  receive,  of  or  from  any  person  or  per> 

their  exigencies,  and  partly  for  his  own  neces-  sons,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  what- 

sities,  and  in  consequence  of  the  distress  of  soever,  any  present,  gif\,  donation,  gratuity, 

both,  ho  desires  the  company,  in  the  moment  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  or  any 

of  this  their  greatest  distress,  to  award  it  to  promise  or  engagement  for  any  present,  gif^ 

him,  and  therefore  he^ends,  ''  If  you  should  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward;"  we  caninoC, 

adjudge  the  deposit  to  me,  I  shall  consider  It  were  we  so  inclined,  decree  the  amount  of  this 

as  the  most  honourable  approbation  and  re-  present  to  the  govemour-general.     And  it  is 

ward  of  my  labours ;  and  I  wish  to  owe  my  further  enacted,  '*  that  any  such  present,  gift, 

fortune  to  your  bounty.    I  am  now  in  the  gratuity,  donation, or  reward,  accepted,  taken 

fiftieth  year  of  my  life :  I  have  passed  thirty-  or  received,  shall  be  deemed  and  constmed  to 

one  years  in  the  service  of  Uie  company,  and  have  been  received  to  and  for  the  sole  use  of 

the  greatest  part  of  tliat  time  in  employments  the  company."    And  therefore  they  resolved, 

of  the  highest  trust.    My  conscience  allows  most  unjustly  and  most  wickedly,  to  keep  it  to 

me  boldly  to  claim  the  merit  of  zeal  and  inte-  themselves.     The  act  made  it  in  the  frst  in- 

grity  ;  nor  has  fortune  been  unpropiiious  to  stance  the  property  of  the  company,  and  they 

llieir  exertions.    To  these  qualities  I  bound  would  not  give  it  him.    And  one  abouM  thidk 

ray  pretensions.     I  shall  not  repine,  if  you  this,  with  his  own  former  construction  of  the 

shall  deem  otherwise  of  my   services  ;   nor  act,  would  have  made  him  cautious  of  taking 

ought  your  decision,  however  it  may  disap-  bribes.    You  have  seen  what  weight  it  had 

pomt  my  hope  of  a  retreat,  adequate  to  the  with  him  to  stop  the  course  of  bribes,  which 

consequence  and  elevation  of  the  office,  which  he  was  in  such  a  career  of  taking  in  eveiy 

I  now  possess,  to  lessen  my  gratitude  for  hav-  place,  and  with  both  hands, 
ing  been  so  long  permitted  to  hold  it,  since  it         Your  lordships  have  now  before  you  this 

has  at  least  enabled  me  to  lay  up  a  provision,  hundred  thousand  pounds,  disclosed  in  a  letter 

with  which  lean  be  contented  in  a  more  hum-  from   Patna,  dated  the  20lh   January  1781 

Uo  station."  You  find  mystery  and  concealment  in  eveiy 

And  hero  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  in-  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  discoveries ;  for,  wbh^h 

eidentally  to  remark  the  circumstance  of  his  is  a  curious  part  of  it,  this  letter   was  not 

condition  of  life,  and  his  fortune,  to  which  he  sent  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  packet, 

app<tals,  and  upon  account  of  which  he  desires  regularly,  but  transmitted  by  Major  Fairfiut, 

this  money.    Your  lordships  will  remember,  one  of  his  agents,  to  Major  Scott,  another ol 

that  in  IITS,  he  said  (and  this  I  stated  to  you  his  agents,  to  be  delivered  to  the  company. 

Trnm  himself)  that  if  he  held  his  then  office  Why  was  this  done  ?    Your  locdahips  wil 
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judge,  from  that  circuitous  mode  of  transmi*-  he  had  received,  and  this  promise,  he  says,  he 

sion,  whether  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  now  performs,  and  that  he  takes  that  oppor- 

leave  some  discretion  in  bis  agent  to  divulge  unity  of  accounting  with  them  likewise  for  se- 

it  or  not.     We  are  told,  he  did  not,  but  your  veral  other  sums,  which  he  had  received.  Hit 

lordships  will  believe  that  or  not,  according  words  are :  "  This  promise  I  now  perform, 

to  the  nature  of  the  fact.    If  he  had  been  and  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  o( 

anxious  to  make  this  discovery  to  the  direo-  it,  I  have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been 

lor*,  the  regular  way  would  have  been  to  send  occasionally  converted  to  the  company's  pro- 

his  letter  to  the  directors  immediately  in  the  perty  through  my  means,  in  consequence  of 

packet ;  but  he  sent  it  in  a  box  to  an  agent;  the  like  original  destination.    Of  the  second 

and  that  agent,  upon  due  discretion,  conveyed  of  these  sums  you  have  already  been  advised, 

k  to  the  court  of  directors.    Here,  however,  in  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  adJresa 

be  tells  ycu  nothing  about  the  persons,  from  the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  S9th 

whom  he  received  this  money,  any  more  tlian  November  1780.    Both  this  and  the  third  ar- 

he  had  done  respecting  the  two  former  sums,  tide  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury. 

On  the  second  of  May  following  the  date  by  my  order  to  the  sub* treasurer  to  receive 
uf  this  Patna  letter  he  came  down  to  CaU  them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never 
cutta,  with  a  mind,  as  he  himself  describes  it,  passed  through  my  hands.  The  three  sums,  for 
greatly  agitated.  All  his  hope  of  plimdering  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  man- 
Benares  had  totally  failed.  The  produce  of  ner  paid  to  the  company's  treasury,  without 
the  robbing  of  the  begums,  in  the  manner  passing  through  my  hands,  but  their  t^tpU- 
your  lordships  have  heard,  was  all  dissipated  eation  was  not  specified.  The  sum  of  50,000 
to  pay  the  arrears  of  the  armies :  there  was  current  rupees  was  received  while  I  was  on 
no  fund  loft.  He  felt  himself  agitated  and  full  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  ex- 
of  dread,  knowing,  that  he  had  been  threatened  pressed  in  the  account, 
with  having  his  place  taken  from  him  several  *'  As  to  the  manner,  in  which  these  sums 
times ;  and  that  ho  might  be  called  home  to  have  been  expended,  tlie  reference,  which  I 
render  an  account.  He  bad  heard,  that  in-  have  made  of  it  in  the  accompanying  account, 
quiries  had  begun  in  a  menacing  form  in  par-  to  the  several  accounts,  in  which  they  are 
Uament ;  and  though,  at  that  time,  Bengal  credited,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it 
was  not  struck  at,  there  was  a  charge  of  bri-  unnecessary ;  bendeSf  that  those  accounts  either 
bery  and  peculation  brought  against  the  go-  have  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger 
vemour  of  Madras.  With  this  dread,  with  authentication  than  any,  that  I  could  giro  to 
a  mind  full  of  anxiety  and   perturbation,  he  mine." 

writes  a  letter,  as  he  pretends,  on  the  82d  of        I  wish  your  lordships  to  attend  to  the  next 

May  1782.     Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  paragraph,  which  is  meant  by  him  U)  explain, 

when  he  came  down  to  Calcutta  from  his  ex-  why  he  took  bribes  at  all ;  why  he  took  bonds 

pedition  up  the  country,  he  did  not,  till  the  for  some  of  them,  as  moneys  of  his  own,  and 

Std   of  May,  givo  any  account  whatever  of  not  moneys  of  the  company  ;  why  he  entered 

these  transactions ;  and  that  this  letter,  or  pre-  some  upon  the  company's  accounts,  and  why 

tended  letter,  of  the  22d  of  May  was  not  sent  of  the  others  he  renders  no  account  at  all. 

till  the  16th  of  December  following.  We  shall  Light,  however,  will  beam  upon  you,  as  we 

clearly  prove,  that  he   had  abundant  means  proceed.    *'  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by 

of  sending  it,  and  by  various  ways,  before  the  me ;  why  they  were,  except  the  second,  quietly 

I6th  of  I^cember  1782,  when  he  enclosed  in  transferred  to  the  company's  use  ;  why  bondis 

another  lottur  that  of  the  22d  of  May.    Thb  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest, 

is  the  letter  of  diacovery  ;  this  is  the  letter,  might,  were  this  matter  exposed  to  the  view 

oy  which  his  breast  was  to  be  laid  open  to  his  of  thr  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures 

employers,  and  all  the  obscurity  of  his  transac-  to  which   it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply. 

tk>ns  to  be  elucidated.  Here  are  indeed  new  Were  your  honourable  court  to  question  me 

discoveries,  but  they  are  like  many  new  dis-  oo  these  points,  I  wouU  answer,  that  the  sums 

covered  lands,  exceedingly  inhospitable,  very  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit,  at  times^ 

thinly  inhabited,  and  producing  nothing   to  when  the  company  very  much  needed  them: 

gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  human  mmd.  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  the  honourable  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for 

the  court  of  directors,  dated  Fort  William,  t2d  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted   without  way 

May  1782.    He  tells  them  he  had  promised  studied  design,   which  my  memory  couM  at 

to  account  for  the  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  which  this  distance  of  time  verify  :  and  that  I  did  not 
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Ibink  it  worth  my  care  to  obscnre  the  same  mamier,  in  which  the  account  of  near  taw 
meaiw  with  the  reat.    I  tniat,  honourable  rira,  hundred  thousand  pounds  is  given  to  the  oonrt 
to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  of  directors.    You  can  learn  nothing  in  lUi 
my  actions ;  and  assume  the  freedom  to  add,  business,  that  is  any  way  distinct,  except  a 
that  1  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  on  such  premeditated  design  of  a  concealment  of  Ul 
an  oeamon^  entitled  to  it.'*    Lofty,  my  brds !  transactions.    That  is  avowed. 
You  see,  that  after  the  directors  had  expected         But  there  is  a  nsore  serious  thin;  behini 
an  explanation  for  so  long  a  time,  he  says,  Who  were  the  instruments  of  his  concealment  t 
Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  mc,  and,  ex-  No  other,  my  lords,  than  the  company's  pub* 
cept   the  second,  quietly  transferred  to  the  He  accoununt.    That  very  accountant  takaa 
company *s  use,  I  cannot  tell ;  why  bonds  were  the  money,  knowing  it  to  be  the  company's, 
taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest,  I  can-  and  that   it  was   only  pretended   to   be  ad- 
not  tell ;  if  this  matter  were  exposed  to  view,  vanced  by  Mr.   Hastings  lor  the  company's 
it  would  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures.  Here  use.      He   sees   Mr.    Hastings   make     oat 
is  an  account,  which  is  to  explain  the  most  bonds  to  himself  for  it,  and  Mr.  Hastiags 
obscure,  the  most  mysterious,  the  roost  evi-  makes  him  enter  him  as  creditor,  when  in 
dently  fraudulent  transactions.    When  asked,  fact  he  wak  debtor.    Thus  he  debauches  tba 
how  he  came  to  take   these  bonds,  how  he  company's  accountant,  and  makes  him  his  con- 
came  to  use  these  frauds,  he  tells  you,  he  federate.     These  fraudulent  and  corrupt  acta, 
really  does  not  know  ;  that  he  might  have  this  covered  by  false  representations,  are  proved  to 
motive  for  it,   that  he  might  have  anothei*<  be  false,  not  by  collation  with  any  thing  else, 
motive  for  it,  that  he  wisiied  to  conceal  it  from  but  false  by  a  collation  with  themselves.    Tbis 
public  curiosity ;  but,  which  is  the  most  extra-  then  is  the  account  and  his  explanation  of  it ; 
ordinary,  he  is  not  quite  sure,  that  he  had  any  and  in  this  insolent,  saucy,  careless,  negligent 
motive  for  it  at  all,  which  his  memory  can  manner  a  public  accountant,  like  Mr.  Hai^ 
trace.  The  whole  of  this  is  a  period  of  a  year  tings,  a  man  bred  up  a  book-keeper  in  ths 
and  an  half;  and  here  is  a  man,  who  keeps  his  company's  service,   who  ought  to  be  exact, 
account  upon  principles  of  whim  and  vagary,  physically  exact  in  his  account,  has  not  only 
One  would  imagine  he  was  guessing  at  some  been  vicious  in  his  own  account,  but  mads 
motive  of  a  stranger.    Why  he  came  to  take  the  public  accounts  vicious  and  of  no  valoa. 
bonds  for  money  not  due  to  him ;  and  why  he  But  there  is  in  this  account  another  carioos 
enters  some,  and  not  others,  he  knows  nothing  circumstance  with  regard  to  the  deposit  of 
of  these  things  :  he  begs  them  not  to  ask  about  this  sum  of  money,  to  which  he  referred,  ki 
it,  because  it  will  be  of  no  use.    You,  foolish  his  first  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  89th  of 
court  of  directors,  may  conjecture  and  con-  November  1780.    He  states,  that  this  deposit 
jecture  on.     You  are  asking  me,  why  I  took  was  made  aixi  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
bonds  to  myself  for  money  of  yours,  why  I  Larkina  on  the  first  of  June.    It  cUd  so ;  but  it 
have  cheated  you,  why  I  have  falsified  my  ac-  is  not  entered  in  the  company's  accounts  till 
count  in  such  a  manner.    I  will  not  tell  yoa.  November  following.    Now  in  all  that  int«r> 
In  the  satisfaction,  which  he  had  promised  mediate  space  where  was  it  ?    What  accooBt 
to  give  them,  he  neither  mentions  the  persons,  was  there  of  it  ?    It  was  entirely  a  secret  be* 
the  times,  the  occasions,  or  motives  for  any  tween  Mr.  Larkins  and  Mr.  Hastings,  without 
of  his  actions.    He  adds,  <'  I  did  not  think  it  a  possibility  of  any  one  discovering  any  porti- 
wortfi  my  care  to  observe  the  same  means  cular  relative  to  lU    Here  it  an  account  of 
with  the  rest."   For  some  purposes,  he  thought  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  received,  juggled 
it  necessary  to  use  the  most  complicated  ami  between  the  accotmiant  and  him,  without  a 
artful  concealments ;  for  some,  ho  coukl  not  loll  trace  of  it  appearing  in  the  company's  books, 
what  his  motives  were,  and,  for  others,  lliat  it  ^'ome  of  those  committees,  to  whom,  for  their 
was  mere  carelessness.    Here  is  the  exche-  diligence  at  least,   I   must  say  the  public 
quer  of  bribery  !    Have  I  falsified  any  part  of  have  some  obligation,  and  in  return  for  whid* 
my  original  stating  of  it?   an  exchequer,  in  they  ou<^t  to  meet  with  some  indulgencs, 
which  the  man,  who  ouglit  to  pay,  receives ;  examining  into  all  these  circumstances,  and 
the  man,  who  ought  to  give  security,  takes  it;  having  heard,  that  Mr.  Hastings  bad  deposit* 
the  man,  who  ought  to  keep  an  accotmt,  says,  ed  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
be has  forgotten ;  an  exchequer,  in  which  obli-  pany's  sub-treasurer  in  the  month  of  Jane« 
vion  was  the  remembrancer:  and  to  sum  up  sent  for  the  company's  books.    They  looked 
the  wiiole,  an  exchequer,  into  the  accounts  of  over  those  books,  but  they  did  not  find  t}ie  least 
•rhich,  it  was  useless  to  inquire.    This  is  the  trace  of  any  such  sum  of  money,  and  not  aq) 
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toeouiit  oT  R,  wr  ooutJ  ihek^  be,  bcc.a'^  it  taunmU  to  thla:  I  hmve  taken  numy  bribei 

wai  not  paid  U  ^  oo^-jpttty^^  tyocount  tlU  >be  '-have  falsified  your  accounts — hare  reversed 

November  following.    T^e  asoountant  had  the  principlo  of  them  in  my  own  favour ;  I 

received  the  money,  but  never  entered  it  frojn  now  discover  to  3rou  all  these  my  frauds,  ajid 

June  till  November.    Then  at  last  have  wo  think  myself  entitled  to  ytMir  confidence  upoo 

an  account  of  it.    But  was  it  even  then  enter-  (his  occasion.    Now  all  the  principles  of  diffi- 

ed  regularly  upon  the  company's  accounts  ?  dence ;  all  the  principles  of  distrust ;  nay  more, 

No  such  thing  ;  it  is  a  deposit  carried  to  the  all  tlie  principles,  upon  which  a  man  may  be 

govemour-general's  credit.     [The  entry  oftht  convicted  of  premeditated  fraud,  and  deserve 

aeveral  gpeeies,  in  tohich  tfuM  deposit  usu  mooftf,  the  severest  punishment,  are  to  be  found  in 

wan  here  read  from  the  company* »  general  Jour  this  cose,  in  which,  he  says,  he  holds  himself 

nal  of  1780  and  1781.]  to  be  entitled  to  their  confidence  and  trust. 

My  lords,  when  this  account  appears  at  Ifanyofyourlordships  had  a  steward,  who  toki 
last,  when  this  money  does  emerge  in  the  you  ho  had  lent  you  your  own  money,  and  had 
public  accounts,  whose  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  com«  taken  bonds  from  you  for  it,  and  if  he  aflerwards 
pany's?  No,  Mr  Hastings's.  And  thus,  if,  told  you,  that  that  money  was  neither  youn 
notwithstanding  this  obscure  account  in  No-  nor  his,  but  extorted  from  your  tenants  by 
vember,  the  directors  had  claimed  and  called  tome  scandalous  means ;  I  should  be  glad  to 
for  this  affinity  to  an  anecdoto ;  if  they  had  know  what  your  lordships  would  think  df  such 
called  for  this  anecdote,  and  examined  the  a  stoward,  who  should  say,  I  will  take  the 
account ;  if  they  had  said,  We  observe  here  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such 
entered  two  lacks  and  upwards ;  come,  Mr.  a  subjibt,  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to 
Hasting,  let  us  see  where  this  money  is :  your  confidence  and  trust.  You  will  observe 
they  would  find  that  it  is  Mr.  Hastings's  mo-  his  cavalier  mode  of  expression.  Instead  of 
ney,  not  the  company's :  they  woukl  find  that  his  exhibiting  the  rigour  and  severity  of  an 
it  is  carried  to  his  credit.  In  this  manner  he  accountant  and  a  book-keeper,  you  would 
hands  over  this  sum,  telling  them,  on  the22d  think  that  he  had  been  a  reader  of  sentimental 
of  May  1782,  that  not  only  the  bonds  were  a  letters ;  there  is  such  an  air  of  a  novel  running 
fraud,  but  the  deponit  wu  a  fraud  ;  and  that  through  the  whole,  that  it  adds  to  the  ridicule 
neither  bonds,  nor  deposit,  did  in  reality  be-  and  nausea  of  it :  it  is  an  oxymel  of  squills : 
long  to  him.  Why  did  he  enter  it  at  all  ?  there  is  something  to  strike  you  with  luMToar 
then,  afterwards,  why  did  he  not  enter  it  as  for  the  villany  of  it,  something  to  strike  you 
<he  company's?  Why  make  a  false  entry,  to  with  contempt  for  the  fraud  of  it ;  and  some* 
enter  it  as  his  own  ?  aixi  how  came  he,  two  thing  to  strike  you  with  utter  disgust  for  the 
years  after,  when  he  does  tell  you  that  it  was  vile  and  bad  taste,  witli  which  all  these  baso 
the  company's  and  not  his  own,  to  alter  the  ingredients  are  assorted, 
public  accounts'/  But  why  did  he  not  tell  Your  lordships  will  see,  when  the  account, 
(hem  at  that  time,  when  he  pretends  lo  bo  which  is  subjoined  to  this  unaccountable  letter, 
opening  his  breast  to  the  directors,  from  whom  comes  before  you,  that  though  the  company 
he  received  it,  or  say  any  thing  to  give  light  had  desired  to  know  the  channels,  through 
to  the  company  respecting  it  ?  who,  supposing  which  he  got  those  sums,  there  is  not  (except 
they  hod  the  power  of  dispensing  with  an  act  by  a  reference  that  appears  in  another  place 
of  parliament,  or  licensing  bribery  at  their  to  one  of  the  articles)  one  single  syllable  of  ex- 
pleasure,  might  have  bco*i  thereby  enabled  to  planation  given  from  one  end  to  the  other ; 
sfiy — here,  you  ought  lo  have  received  it—  there  is  not  the  least  glimpse  of  light  thrown 
there  it  might  be  oppressivo  and  of  dreadfi4  upon  these  transactions.  But  we  have  since 
example.  discovered  from  whom  he  got  these  bribes ;  and 

I  have  only  to  state,  that  in  this   letter,  your  lordships  will  be  struck  with  horrour  when 

which  was  pretended  to  be  written  on  the  SSd  you  hear  it. 

of  May  178£,  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  have  already  remarked  to  you,  that  though 

he  thinks  it  his  absolute  duty  (and  I  wish  to  this  letter  is  dated  upon  the  22d  of  May,  it 

press  this  upon  your  lordships,  because  it  will  was  not  despatched  for  Europe  till  IDecemlier 

be  necessary  in  a  comparison  which  I  shall  following ;  and  he  gets  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was 

have  hereafter  to  make,)  to  lay  open  all  their  his  agent  and  instrument  in  falsifying  the  cooh 

■flairs  to  them,  to  give  them  a  full  and  candid  pany's  accounts,  to  swear,  that  this  letter  waa 

explanation  of  his  conduct,  which  he  after-  written  upon  theStd  of  May,  and  that  he  had 

wards  confesses  he  is  not  able  to  do.    The  no  opportunity  to  send  it,  but  by  the  Lively  to 

paragraph  has  keen  just  road  to  you.     It  DtceaJber.     Oo  the  16ih  of  that  month,  he 
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writee  to  the  directors,  and  tells  them,  that  he  which  they  never  withheld  firom  the 

b  quite  shocked  to  find  he  had  no  earlier  op-  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  disdained 

portunity  of  making  this  discovery,  which  he  to  use  these  attentions.    How  i  have  dvtwi 

thought  himself  bound  to  nnake,  iiiough  this  on  me  a  difTorent  treatment,  I  know  not ;  il  k 

discovery,  respecting  some  articles  of  it,  had  sufficient  thai  I  have  not  merited  it.  And  in  the 

now  been  delayed  nearly  two  years,  and  though  course  of  a  service  of  thirty-two  years,  and  ten 

it  since  appears  that  there  were  many  oppor-  of  these  employed  in  maintaining  the  powers, 

lunities,  and  particularly  by  the  Resolution,  of  and  discharging  the  duties  of  the  first  office  of 

■ending   it.    He   was  much  distressed,  and  the  British  government  in  India,  that  boooor- 

found  himself  in  an  awkward  situation,  from  able  court  ought  to  know  whether  I  possess  the 

an  apprehension   that  the  parliamentary  in-  integrity  and"  honour,  which  are  the  first  r^ 

quiry,  which,  he  know,  was  at  this  time  in  quisitcs  of  such  a  station.    If  I  wanted  these, 

progress,  might  have  forced  from  him  this  no-  they  have  afforded  me  but  loo  powerful  inceiw 

table  discovery.    He  says, "  I  do  not  fear  the  lives  to  suppress  the  information,  which  I  now 

consequences  of  any  parliamentary  process."  convey  to  them  through  you ;  and  to  appro* 

Indeed  he  needed  not  to  fear  any  parliament-  priate  to  my  own  use  the  sums,  which  I  have 

ary  inquiry,  if  it  produced  no  further  discovery  already  passed  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy, 

than  that  whiqh  your  lordships  have  in  the  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections, 

letter  of  the  22d  of  May,  and  in  the  accounts  which  they  have  passed  upon  me,  for  the  first 

subjoined  to  it.     He  says,  that  "  the  delay  is  communication  of  this  kind ;  and  your  own  ei- 

of  no  public  consequence ;  but  it  has  produo-  pericnce  will  suggest  to  you,  ttuit  there  are 

ed  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  niyself,  I  persons,  who  wouJd  profit  by  such  a  warning, 

regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposes  me  "  Upon  the   whole   of  those  transactions, 

to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  the  occasion  which  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view 

which  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have  business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  ma? 

since  furnished.'  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have 

Now,  here  is  a  very  curious  letter,  that  I  but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  coa- 

wish   to  have  read  for  some  other  reasons,  sideration. 

which  will  afterwards  appear,  but  principally  at  "  If  I  appear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by 

present  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you,  that  these  transactions,  I  resign  the  common  and 

he  held  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  thought  it  to  the  legal  security  of  those,  who  commit  crimes  or 

last  degree  dishonourable,  not  to  give  the  com-  errours.     I  am  ready  to  answer  every  partico- 

pany  an  account  of  tho?e  secret  bribes:   he  lar  question,  that  may  be  put  against  myself, 

thought  it  would  reflect  upon  him  and  ruin  his  upon  honour,  or  upon  oath, 

character  for  ever,  if  this  account  did  not  come  "  The  sources,  from  which  these  reUeb  to 

voluntarily  from  him,  but  was  extorted  by  ter-  the  public  service  have  come,  would  never 

rour  of  parliamentary  inquiry.     In  this  letter  have  yielded  them  to  the  company  publicly ; 

of  the  16ih  December  1782,  he  thus  writes : —  and  tlie  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigenciea 

*'  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence ;  but  created  by  the  exposition  of  your  aflfairs,  and 

it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  faction  in  your  councils)  required  those  8up> 

to  myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate;  because  it  plies. 

exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  "  I  could  have  concealed  them,  bad  I  had  a 

the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  in-  wrong  motive,  from  yours  and  the  public  eye 

quiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  for  ever ;  and  I  know  that  the  difliculties,  to 

unknown   when  my  letter  was  written,  and  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me  for 

written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  ray  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any 

promise,  made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  to  possible  inconvenience,  that  could  have  attend* 

^  your  honourable  committee,  dated  20th  January  ed  the  concealment,  except  tlie  dissatisCiurtiaa 

last.    However,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  of  my  own  mind.    These  difficulties  are  but  t 

such  reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  de-  few  of  those  which  I  have  suffered  in  your  ser* 

sired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy  to  the  whole  vice.     The  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my 

transactions,  to  affix  to  the  letter  his  affidavit  surest  reward,  and  was  the  support  of  my  mind 

of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.    I  ovm  I  in  meeting  them.    Your  applause,  and  that  of 

feel  most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life." 

reduced  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  precau-  Your  lordships  will  observe,  at  the  end  of  thii 

tiooa  to  guard  my  reputation  from  dishonour,  letter,  that  this  man  declares  his  first  applause 

If  I  had,  at  any  time,  possessed  that  degree  <^  to  be  from  his  own  breast,  and  that  he  next 

confidence   from   my  immediate    employers,  wishes  to  have  the  applause  of  his  eroployeriu 
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But  reversing  this,  and  taking  their  applause  but  the  applause  of  no  other  human  creature 
frat,  let  us  see  on  what  does  he  ground  his  hope  will  he  have  for  giving  such  an  account  as  he 
of  their  applause?  Was  it  on  his  former  con-  admits  this  to  be— irregular,  uncertain,  pro- 
duct? No,  fur  he  says,  that  conduct  had  re-  bleroatical,  and  of  which  no  one  can  make 
peatedly  met  with  their  disapprobation.  Was  either  head  or  tail.  Ho  deiipiscs  us  also,  who 
it  upon  the  confidence,  which  he  knew  they  are  representatives  of  the  people,  and  hare 
had  in  him?  No,  for  he  says,  they  gave  among  us  all  the  regular  officers  of  finance, 
**  more  of  their  confidence  to  the  meanest  of  for  expecting  any  thing  like  a  rcr;ular  account 
hii  predecessors."  Observe,  my  lords,  the  from  him.  He  is  hurt  at  it ;  ho  considers  it  as 
s^le  of  insolence  he  constantly  uses  with  re-  a  cruel  treatment  of  him;  he  says.  Have  I  de- 
gard  to  all  mankind.  Lord  Clive  was  his  pre-  served  this  treatment  ?  Observe,  my  lords,  he 
oecessor:  Governour  Cartier  was  his  pre-  had  met  with  no  treatment,  if  treatment  it  may 
decessor  :  Governour  Verelst  was  his  prede-  be  called,  from  us  of  the  kind,  of  which  ho  com* 
eeasor :  every  man  of  them  as  good  as  himself;  plains.  The  court  of  directors  had,  howover, 
tad  yet,  he  says,  the  directors  had  given  "  more  in  a  way,  shameful,  abject,  low,  and  pu^illa- 
of  their  coiifnlunce  to  the  metmett  of  his  prede-  nimous,  begged  of  him,  as  if  lliey  wore  his  de- 
oeesors."  But  what  was  to  entitle  him  to  their  pendants,  and  no^  his  masters,  to  give  them 
applause?  a  clear  and  full  explanation  of  the  some  light  into  the  account;  they  de;>ire  a  re- 
bribes  Itc  had  taken.  Bribes  was  to  be  the  ceiver  of  money  to  tell  from  whom  ho  received 
Ibundatiou  of  their  confidence  in  him,  and  the  it,  and  how  he  applied  it.  He  answers,  Thej 
dear  explanation  of  them  was  to  entitle  him  to  may  be  hanged  for  a  parcel  of  mean  contemp- 
tbeir  applause !  Strange  grounds  to  build  con-  tible  book-keepers,  ajid  that  he  will  give  them 
fidence  upon — :he  rotten  ground  of  corruption,  no  account  at  all :  he  says — "  Jf  you  sue 
accompanied  with  the  infamy  of  its  avowal !  mo*' — There  is  the  point;  ho  always  tal;es  se- 
Strange  ground  to  expect  applause— a  disco-  curity  in  a  court  of  law.  He  considers  his  bo> 
▼ery,  which  was  no  discovery  at  all !  Your  ing  called  upon  by  these  people,  to  whom  he 
Wdships  have  heard  this  discovery,  which  I  ought,  as  a  faithful  servant,  to  give  an  account, 
have  nut  taken  upon  me  to  state,  but  have  and  to  do  whicli  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of 
read  hi<)  own  letter  on  the  occasion.  Has  parliament  specially  intrusting  him  with  the 
there,  at  this  moment,  any  light  broken  in  upon  administration  of  the  revenues,  as  a  gross  af- 
you  concerning  this  matter.  front.    He  adds,  that  he  is  ready  to  resign  his 

But  what  docs  ho  say  to  the  directors  ?  he  defence,  and  to  answer  upon  honour,  or  upon 
■ays,  "  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  oath.  Answering  upon  honour  is  a  strange 
nrhich  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view  way  they  have  got  in  India,  as  your  lordships 
business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may  may  see  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.  But 
appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  he  forgetn,  that  being  the  company^s  servant, 
but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  con-  the  company  may  bring  a  bill  in  chancery 
sideration."  He  looks  upon  them,  and  treats  against  him,  and  force  him  upon  oath  to  give 
them,  as  a  set  of  low  mechanical  men  ;  a  set  an  account.  He  has  not,  however,  given  them 
of  low-born  book-keepers,  as  base  souls,  who,  light  enough,  or  afforded  them  sufficient  ground 
in  an  account,  call  for  explanation  and  proci-  for  a  fishing  bill  in  chancery.  Yet,  he  says, 
sion.  If  there  is  no  precision  in  accounts,  Uyou  call  upon  me  in  a  chancery  way,  or  by 
there  is  nothing  of  worth  in  them.  You  see,  common  law,  I  really  will  abdicate  all  forms, 
he  himself  is  an  eccentric  accountant,  a  pin-  and  give  you  some  account.  In  consequence 
daric  book-keeper,  an  arithmetician  in  the  of  this  the  company  did  demand  from  him  an 
doud^.  I  know,  he  says,  what  the  directors  account,  regularly  and  as  fully  and  formally  as 
desire  :  but  they  are  mean  people ;  they  are  if  they  had  demanded  it  in  a  court  of  justice 
not  of  elevated  sentiments:  they  are  modest;  He  positively  refused  to  give  them  any  ac- 
tliey  avoid  ostentation  in  taking  of  bribes:  I  count  whatever;  and  they  have  never  to  this 
therefore  am  filayin;  cups  and  balls  with  them,  very  day  in  which  we  speak,  had  any  accoimt, 
letting  them  see  a  little  glimpse  of  the  bribes,  that  is  at  all  clear  or  satisfactory.  Your  lord- 
then  carrying  them  fairly  away.  Upon  this  ships  will  see,  as  I  go  through  this  scene  of 
he  founds  the  applause  of  his  own  breast.  fi^ud,  falsification,  iniquity,  and  prevarication, 

Populus  me  sibilat ;  at  mihl  plaud3  ^^^  »«  defiance  of  his  promise,  which  promise 

Ipse  domi,  aiinul  ac  nummos  contemplor  they  quote  upon  him  over  and  over  again,  be 

i'>  ^i^cd.  has  never  given  them  any  account  of  thii 

That  private  Ipte  plaudo  he  may  have  in  matter, 

ihis  business,  which  is  a  busbess  of  money ;  He  goes  on  to  say,  (and  the  threat  is  indeed 
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tknning)  that  by  calling  him  to  account  they  or  protected.    What  weight  this  may  hafe 

may  provoke  him — to  what  ?    "  To  appro-  with  ihero  I  know  not ;  but  your  locxUiipa  will 

priate/'  he  sajrs,  "  to  my  own  use,  the  sums,  expect  in  vain  that  Mr.  Hastbgs,  aHer  giving 

which  I  have  already  passed  to  your  credit,  four  accounts,  if  any  one  of  which  is  true  the 

by  the  unworthy,  and,  pardon  roe,  if  I  add,  other  three  must  necessarily  be  false— after  hav> 

dangerous  reflections,  which  you  have  passed  ing  thrown  the  company's  accounts  into  coofo- 

upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this  sion,  and  being  unable  to  tell,  as  he  says  him- 

kind."    They  parsed  no  reflections:  they  said  self,  why  he  did  so— will  at  last  give  some 

they  would  neither  praise  nor  blame  him,  but  satisfaction  to  the  directors,  who  cootinuedy 

pressed  him  for  an  account  of  a  matter,  which  in  a  humble  meek  way,  giving  him  hints  that 

they  could  not  understand ;  and,  I  believe,  your  he  ought  to  do  it.    You  have  heard  nothing  yet 

lordships  understand  it  no  more  than  they,  but  the  consequences  of  their  refusing  to  give 

for  it  is  not  in  the  compass  of  human  under-  him  the  present  of  an  hundred  thousand  pounds, 

standing  to  conceive  or  comprehend  it.    In-  which  \te  had  taken  from  the  nabob:  they  did 

stead  of  an  account  of  it,  he  dares  to  threaten  right  to  refuse  it  to  him  ;  they  did  wrong  to 

them — I  may  be  tempted,  if  you  should  pro-  take  it  to  themselves. 

voke  me,  not  to  be  an  honei^  man — to  falsify  We  now  find  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  river 
your  account  a  second  lime,  and  to  reclaim  Ganges  in  September  1784:  that  Ganges  whosa 
those  sums,  which  I  have  passed  to  your  ere-  purifying  water  expiates  so  many  sins  of  the 
dit:  to  alter  the  account  again  by  the  assis-  Gentoos,  and  which,  one  would  think,  wooki 
tance  of  Mr.  Larkins.  What  a  dreadful  de-  have  washed  Mr.  Hastings's  hands  a  little 
daration  is  Uiis  of  his  dominion  over  tlie  clean  of  bribery,  and  would  have  rolled  down 
public  accounts,  and  of  his  power  of  altering  its  golden  sands  like  another  Pactolus.  Hera 
them ;  a  declaration,  that,  having  first  falsified  we  find  him  discovering  another  of  his  bribes, 
those  accounts  in  order  to  deceive  them,  and  This  was  a  bribe  taken  upon  totally  a  different 
afterwards  having  told  them  of  this  falsifica-  principle,  according  to  his  own  avowal:  it  ba 
tion  in  order  to  gain  credit  with  them  ;  if  they  bribe  not  pretended  to  be  received  for  the  use 
provoke  him,  he  shall  take  back  the  money  of  the  company ;  a  bribe  taken  absolutely  en- 
he  had  carried  to  their  account,  and  make  tirely  for  himself.  He  tells  them,  that  he  bad 
them  his  debtors  for  it.  He  fairly  avows  the  taken  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  pounds, 
dominion  he  has  over  the  company's  accounts ;  This  bribe,  which,  like  the  former,  he  had  taken 
and  therefore,  when  he  shall  hereafter  plead  without  right,  he  tells  them  that  he  intends  to 
the  accounts,  we  shall  be  able  to  rebut  that  apply  to  his  own  purposes,  and  he  insists  upon 
evidence,  and  say,  The  company's  accounts  their  sanction  for  so  doing.  He  says,  he  had 
are  corrupted  by  you  through  your  agent,  Mr.  in  vain,  upon  a  former  occasion,  appealed  to 
Larkins,  and  wo  give  no  credit  to  them,  be-  their  honour,  liberality,  and  generosity ;  that 
cause  you  not  only  told  the  company  you  could  he  now  appeals  to  their  justice  ;  and  insists 
do  so,  but  we  can  prove  tliat  you  have  ac-  upon  their  decreeing  this  bribe,  which  he  had 
tually  done  it.  What  a  strange  medley  of  taken,  without  tolling  them  from  whom,  where, 
evasion — pretended  discovery,  real  conceal-  or  on  what  account,  to  his  own  use. 
ment,  fraud  and  prevarication  appears  in  every  Your  lordships  remember,  that  in  the  letter, 
part  of  this  letter !  which  he  wrote  from  Patna  on  the  £Oth  of 
But  admitting  this  letter  to  havo  been  writ-  January  17^,  he  there  states,  that  he  was  in 
ten  upon  the  22d  of  May,  and  kept  back  to  the  tolerable  good  circumstances,  and  that  this 
16th  of  December,  you  would  imagine,  that  had  arisen  from  his  having  continued  long  in 
during  all  that  interval  of  time,  he  would  have  their  service ;  now,  he  had  continued  two 
prepared  himself  to  give  some  light,  some  years  longer  in  their  service,  and  he  is  re- 
illustration  of  these  dark  and  mysterious  trans-  duced  to  beggary !  *<  This,"  he  says,  **  is  a 
actions,  which  carried  fraud  upon  the  very  face  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  aocumo- 
of  them.  Did  he  do  so  ?  Not  at  all.  Upon  lation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  doomed 
the  16th  of  December,  instead  of  giving  them  in  its  dose,  to  suffer  the  extremity  of  private 
some  such  clear  accounts  as  might  have  been  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity." 
expected,  he  falls  into  a  violent  passion  for  So  far  back  as  in  177S,  he  thought  that  he 
their  expecting  them:  he  tells  them  it  would  could  save  an  exceeding  good  fortune  out  of  his 
be  dangerous ;  and  he  tells  them  they  knew  place.  In  1782  he  says  with  gratitude,  that 
who  had  profited  hy  these  transactions ;  thus,  in  he  has  made  a  decent  private  competency,  but 
order  to  strike  terrour  into  their  breasts,  hint-  in  two  years  after  he  sunk  to  the  extremity  ot 
mg  at  some  frauds  which  they  had  practised  private  want.    And  how  does  he  seek  to  ro- 
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love  that  want?  by  taking  a  bribe:  Bribes  Middteton ;  they  reconed  nothing,  they  know 
Are  no  longer  taken  by  him  for  the  company's  nothing.  He  h^  not  stated  from  that  day 
■errice,  but  for  his  own.  He  takes  the  bribe  to  this,  from  whom  he  took  that  money :  but 
with  an  express  intention  of  keeping  it  for  his  we  have  made  the  discorery.  And  such  is 
own  use,  and  he  caRs  upon  the  company  (or  the  use  of  parliamentary  inquiries,  such,  too, 
tbeir  sanction.  If  the  money  was  taken  without  both  to  the  present  age  and  poaterity,  will  be 
right,  no  claim  of  his  could  justify  its  being  their  use,  tfiat,  if  we  pursue  them  with  the 
appropriated  to  himself;  nor  could  the  com-  rigour  which  the  great  trust  justly  imposed 
pany  so  appropriate  it,  for  no  man  has  a  right  upon  us  demands,  and  if  your  lordships  do 
to  be  generous  out  of  another's  goods.  When  firmly  administer  justice  upon  this  man^i 
be  calls  upon  their  justice  and  generosity,  they  frauds,  you  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  those 
might  answer.  If  you  have  a  just  demuui  up-  frauds  and  prevarications  for  ever.  Your  lord- 
on  our  treasury,  state  it,  and  we  will  pay  it :  ships  will  see,  that,  in  this  inquiry,  it  is  thedili- 
if  it  is  a  demand  upon  our  generosity,  state  genceoftheHouseof  Commons,  which  he  has 
your  merits,  and  we  will  consider  them.  But  the  audacity  to  call  meMee,  that  has  discovered 
I  have  paid  myself  by  a  bribe ;  I  have  taken  and  brought  to  light  the  frauds,  which  we  shall 
mother  rnaii^s  money ;  and  I  call  upon  your  be  able  to  prove  against  him. 
justice — to  do  what  7  To  restore  it  to  its  I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract 
owner  ?  no ;  to  allow  me  to  keep  it  myself,  from  that  stuff,  called  a  defence,  which  he  haa 
Think,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situation  the  com-  either  written  himself,  or  somebody  else  has 
pany  stands.  I  have  done  a  ^reat  deal  for  you :  written  for  him,  and  which  he  owns,  or  dis- 
this  is  the  jackall's  portion;  you  have  been  the  claims,  just  as  he  pleases;  when  under  the 
Hon  ;  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  prog  for  slow  tortures  of  a  parliamentary  impeachment 
you ;  I  am  your  bribe-pander,  your  factor  of  be  discovered,  at  length,  from  wlK>m  he  got 
corruption,  exposing  myself  to  every  kind  of  this  last  bribe.  "  The  last  part  of  the  charge 
•corn  and  ignominy,  to  insults,  even  from  you.  states,  that  in  ray  letter  to  the  court  of  direo- 
I  have  been  preying  and  plundering  for  you,  I  tors  of  the  21st  February  1784, 1  have  con- 
have  gone  through  every  stage  of  licentious-  fessed  to  have  received  another  sum  of  money, 
ness  and  lewdness,  wading  through  every  spe-  the  amount  of  which  is  not  declared,  but 
eies  of  dirt  and  corruption  for  your  advantage,  which,  from  the  application  of  it,  could  not  be 
T  am  now  sinking  into  the  extremity  of  private  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
want ;  do  give  me  this— what?  money  ?  no,  Ite.  In  the  year  1783,  when  I  was  actually 
this  bribe ;  rob  me  the  man  who  gave  mo  this  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  for  my  private 
bribe  ;  vote  me — what  ?  money  of  your  own  ?  expenses,  owing  to  the  company  not  having  at 
that  would  be  generous :  money  yuu  owe  roe  ?  that  time  sufficient  cash  in  their  treasury  to  pay 
that  would  be  just ;  No,  money,  which  I  have  my  salary,  I  borrowed  three  lacks  of  rupees 
extorted  from  another  man,  and  I  call  upon  of  rajah  Nobkissen,  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta, 
your  justice  to  give  it  me.  -This  is  his  idea  whom  I  desired  to  call  upon  roe  with  a  bond 
of  justice.  He  says,  "  I  am  compelled  to  de-  properly  filled  up ;  he  did  so,  but  at  the  time  I 
part  from  that  liberal  plan,  which  I  originally  was  going  to  execute  it  he  entreated  I  wouM 
adopted,  and  to  claim  from  your  justice  (for  rather  accept  the  money  than  execute  the  bond, 
you  have  forbid  me  to  appeal  to  your  genero-  I  neither  accepted  the  offer  nor  refused  it ; 
sity)  the  discharge  of  a  debt,  which  I  can  with  and  my  determination  upon  it  remained  sus- 
Che  most  scrupulou?  integrity  aver  to  be  justly  praded  between  the  alternative  of  keeping 
due,  and  which  I  cannot  sustain."  Now,  if  the  money  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid,  and  of  tak- 
any  of  the  company's  servants  may  say,  I  have  ing  it,  and  applying  it,  as  I  had  done  other 
been  extravagant — |)rofuso— it  was  all  meant  sums,  to  the  company's  use ;  and  there  the 
for  your  good :  let  mo  prey  upon  the  country  matter  rested  till  I  undertook  my  journey  to 
at  my  plea.<vure ;  license  my  bribes,  frauds,  and  lAuknow,  when  I  determined  to  accept  the 
peculations,  and  then  you  do  me  justice.  What  money  for  the  company's  use ;  and  these  were 
country  are  we  in,  where  these  ideas  are  ideas  my  motives :  Having  made  disbursements 
3f  generosity  and  justice  ?  from  my  own  cash  for  services,  which,  though 
It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  in  this  required  to  enable  me  to  execute  tho  duties  of 
letter  he  would  have  given  some  account  of  my  station,  I  had  hitherto  omitted  to  enter 
the  person,  from  whom  he  had  taken  this  bribe,  into  my  public  account ;  I  resolved  to  reim- 
But  here,  as  in  the  other  ca^es,  he  had  a  most  burse  myself  in  a  mode  most  suitable  to  the 
effectual  oblivion;  the  Ganges,  like  Lethe,  situation  of  the  company's  affairs,  by  charging 
eauses  a   drowsiness,  as   you  saw  in  Mr.  these  disbursements  in  my  dubar  tcobunts  of 


46S  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum  in  stationary,  and  budgerows,  and  other  ia«a 
privately  received,  which   was  this  of  Nob-  services,  a  sum  amounting  to  £.34,000.    But 
kissen's.    If  my  claim  on  the  company  were  was  it  for  the  company's  service?     Is  this 
not  founded  in  justice,  and  bona  Jlde  due,  my  language  to  be  listened  to  ?    Every  thing  I 
acceptance  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  from  NoIh  thought  fit  to  expend,  I  have   expended  for 
kissen  by  no  means  precludes  them  from  re-  the  company's  service.     I  intended,  indeed,  at 
covering  that  sum  from  mo.    No  member  of  that  time,  to  have  been  generous.    I  intended, 
thu  honourable  House  suspects  roe,  I  hope,  of  out  of  my  own  pocket,  to  have  paid  for  a  tran»- 
the  meanness  and  guilt  of  presenting   false  lation  of  the  code  of  Gentoo  laws:  I  wastheo 
accounts,"    We  do  not  stuped  him  of  present-  in  the  prime  of  my  life,  flowing  in  money  and 
ing  false  accounts :  we  can  prove,  we  are  now  had  great  expectations  :  I  am  now  oki ;  I  can 
radically  proving,  that  he  presents  false  ac-  not   afford  to  be  generous :  I  will  look  back 
counts.    We  suspect  no  man,  who  does  not  into  all  my  former  accounts,  pen,  ink,  wax, 
give  ground  for  suspicion :  we  accuse  no  man,  every  thing,  that  I  generously  or  prodigally 
who  has   not  given  ground  for  accusation ;  spent,  as  my  own  humour  might  suggest ;  and 
and  we  do  not  attempt  to  bring  before  a  court  though,  at  the  same  time,  I  know  you  have 
of  justice  any  charges,  which  we  shall  not  be  given  me  a  noble  allowance,  I  now  make  a 
able  decisively  to  prove.     This  will  put  an  charge  upon  you  for  this  sum  of  money,  and 
end  to  all  idle  prattle  of  malice,  of  groundless  intend  to  take  a  bribe  in  discharge  of  it.  Now, 
suspicions  of  guilt,  and  of  ill-founded  charges,  suppose  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  sits  in  the  seat, 
We  como  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  test,  and  I  hope  will  long  and  honourably  and  wor- 
and  here  it  shall  be  brought  to  the  test  between  thily  fill  the  seat,' which  that  gentleman  pos- 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  thu  East-  sessed  ;  suppose  Lord  Cornwallis,  aflor  never 
India  delinquent.    In  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  having  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  his 
February  1784,  he  says,  he  has  never  benefit-  salary,  and  after  having  but  two  years  ago  said 
ed  himself  by  contingent  accounts ;  and  as  an  he  had  saved  a  sufficient  competency  out  of  it, 
excuse  for  taking  tliis  bribe  from  Nobkissen,  should  not  tell  you  that  £.30,000  a  year  was 
whichhodidnotdiscover  at  the  time, but  many  not  enough  for  him,  and  that  he  was  sinking 
years  afterwards  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  into  want  and  distress,  and  should  justify,  upon 
Commons,  he  declares,  that  he  wanted  to  ap-  that  alleged  want,  taking  a  bribe,  and  then 
ply  it  to  the  contingent  account  for  his  expen-  niake  out  a  bill  of  contingent  expenses  to  cover 
ses,  that  is,  for  what  he  pretended  to  have  laid  it ;  would  your  lordships  bear  this  ? 
out  for  the  company  during  a  great  number  Mr.  Hastings  has  told  you,  that  he  wanted  to 
of  years.    He   proceeds,  '<  If  it  should- be  borrow  money  for  his  own  use,  and  that  he  ap- 
objected,  that  the  allowance  of  these  demands  plied  to  rajah  Nobkissen,  who  generously  press- 
would  furnish  a  precedent  for  others  of  the  like  ed  it  upon  him  as  a  gift.    Rajah  Nobkissen 
kind,  I  have  to  remark  that  in  their  whole  is  a  banyan ;  you  will  be  astonished  to  hear  of 
amount  they  are  but  the  aggregate  of  a  con-  generosity  in  a  banyan:  there  never  was  a 
tingent  account  of  twelve  years ;  and  if  it  were  banyan  and  generosity  united  together;  but 
to  become  the  practice  of  those,  who  have  pass-  Nobkissen  loses  his  banyan  qualities  at  once 
ed  their  prime  of  life  in  your  service,  and  filled,  the  moment  the  light  of  Mr.  Hastings^s  face 
as  I  have  filled  it,  the  first  office  of  your  do-  beams  upon  him.    Here,  says  Mr.  Hastings, 
minion,  to  glean  from  their  past  accounts  all  I  have  prepared  bonds  for  you!  Astonishing* 
the  articles  of  expense,  which  their  inaccuracy  how  can  you  think  of  the  meanness  of  bonds . 
or  indifference  hath  overlooked,  your  interests  you  call  upon  me  to  lend  you  £34,000,  and 
would  suffer  infinitely  lesM  by  the  precedent  propose  bonds :  No,  you  shall  have  it ;  you  are 
than  by  a  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  the  governour-general,  who  have  a  large  and 
accumulation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  ample  salary ;  but  I  know  you  are  a  generoui 
doomed  in  its  close  to  suffer  the  extremity  of  man,  and  I  emulate  your  generosity :  I  give 
private  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity."    Here  you   all  this  money.     Nobkissen  was  quite 
is  the  man,  that  has  told  us  at  the  bar  of  the  shocked  at  Mr.  Hastings's  offering  him  a  bond. 
House  of  Commons,  that  he  never  made  up  My  lords,  a  Gentoo  banyan  is  a  person  a 
any  contingent  accounts ;  and  yet,  as  a  set-oflT  litUe  lower,  a  little  more  penurious,  a  little 
against  this  bribe,  which  he  received  for  him-  more  exacting,  a  little  more  cunning,  a  little 
self,  and  never  intended  to  apply  to  the  current  more  money-making,  than  a  Jew.    There  is 
use  of  the  company,  he  feigns  and  invents  a  not  a  Jew  in  the  meanest  corner  of  DukeV 
claim  upon  them,  namely,  that  he  had,  without  place  in  London,  that  is  so  crafVy,  so  much  a 
•oy  authority  ofthe  company,  squandered  away  usurer,  so  skilful  how  to  turn  money  to  profit 
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and  ao  resolved  not  to  give  any  money,  but  for  interest  in  that  country,  amounted  to  more  tlian 

profit,  as  a  Gentoc  broker  of  the  class  I  have  this  bribe,  taken,  as  was  pretended,  for  the 

mentioned.     But  this  man,  however,  at  once  company^s  service.  Such  are  the  consequences 

grows  generous,  and  will  not  suffer  a  bond  to  of  a  banyan's  generosity,  and  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

be  given  to  him;  and  Mr.  Hastings,  accord-  gratitude,  so  far  as  the  interest  of  the  countr} 

ingiy,   is   thrown    into   very  great   distress,  is  concerned ;  and  this  is  a  good  way  to  pay  Mr. 

You  see  sentiment  always  prevailing  in  Mr.  Hastings's  contingent  accounts.  But  this  is  not 

Hastings.    The  sentimental  dialogue,  which  all ;  a  most  detestable  villain  is  sent  up  into  tho 

must  have  passed  between  him  and  a  Gentoo  country  to  take  the  management  of  it,  and  the 

broker,  would   have  charmed  every  one,  that  fortunes  of  all  the  great  families  in  it  are  given 

has  a  taste  for  pathos  and  sentiment.    Mr.  entirely  into  his  power.    This  is  the  way,  by 

Blastings  was  pressed  to  receive  the  money  as  which  tlie  company  are  to  keep  their  own  ter^ 

a  giA — ^he  really  does  not  know  what  to  do,  vants  from  falling  into  "  the  extremity  of  pr>- 

whether  to  insist  upon  giving  a  bond  or  not :  vate  want."     And  the  company  itself,  in  this 

whether  he  shall  take  the  money  for  his  own  pretended  saving  to  their  treasury  by  the  tak- 

use,  or  whether  he  shall  take  it  for  the  com-  ing  of  bribes,  lose  more  than  the  amount  of 

pany's  use.    But  it  may  be  said  of  man,  as  it  the  bribes  received.    Wherever  a  bribe  is 

ia  said  of  woman;  the  woman,  who  deliberates,  given  on  one  baud,  there  is  a  balance  accru- 

is  lost.    The  man,  that  deliberates  about  re-  ing  on  the  other.    No  man,  who  had  any  share 

ceiving  bribes,  is  gone  ;  the  moment  he  deli-  in  the  management  of  the  company's  revenues, 

berates,  that  moment  his  reason,  the  fortress,  is  ever  gave  a  bribe,  who  did  not  either  extort 

lost — the  walls  shake  ;  down  it  comes,  and  at  the  full  amount  of  it  from  the  country,  or  ebe 

the  same  moment  enters  Nobkissen  into  the  fall  in  balance  to  the  company  to  that  amount, 

citadel  ofhis  honour  and  integrity,  with  colours  and  frequently  both.    In  short,  Mr.  Hastings 

/lying,  with  drums   beating;    and  Mr.  Has-  never  was  guilty  of  corruption,  that  blood  and 

tings^s  garrison  goes  out,  very  handsomely  in-  rapine  did  not  follow ;  he  never  took  a  bribe, 

deed,  with  the  honours  of  war,  all  for  the  benefit  pretended  to  be  for  their  benefit,  but  the  com* 

of  the  company.    Mr.  Hastings  consents  to  pany's  treasury  was  proportionably  exhausted 

take  the  money  from  Nobkissen ;  Nobkissco  by  it. 

gives  the  money,  and  is  perfcdly  satisfied.  And  now  was  this  scandalous  and  ruinous 
Mr.  Hastings  took  the  money  with  a  view  to  traffic  in  bribes  brought  to  light  by  the  court 
apply  it  the  company's  service:  How?  to  pay  of  directors?  No,  we  got  it  in  the  House  of 
his  own  contingent  bills.  Every  thing  lliat  Commons.  These  bribes  appear  to  have  been 
I  do,  says  he,  and  all  the  money  I  squander,  ia  taken  at  viuious  times,  and  upon  various  occa- 
all  for  the  company's  benefit.  As  to  particulars  sions ;  and  it  was  not  till  his  return  from 
of  accounts,  never  look  into  them;  they  are  Patna  in  February  1782,  that  the  first  commu- 
given  you  u(>on  honour:  let  me  take  this  bribe,  nication  of  any  of  them  was  made  to  the  court 
it  costs  you  nothing  to  be  just  or  generous,  of  directors.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
I  take  the  bribe :  you  sanctify  it.  But  in  every  the  court  of  directors  wrote  back  to  him,  re- 
transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  where  we  have  quiring  some  further  explanation  upon  the 
got  a  name,  there  we  have  got  a  crime.  Nob-  lubject.  No  explanation  was  given,  but  a 
kissen  gave  him  the  money,  and  did  not  take  communication  of  other  bribes  was  made  in 
bis  bond,  I  believe.  Tor  it;  but  Nobkissen,  we  his  letter,  said  to  be  written  in  May  of  the 
find,  immediately  afterwards  enters  upon  the  tame  year,  but  not  despatched  to  Europe  till 
•tewardshipormanagementof  oneof  the  most  the  December  following.  This  produced 
considerable  districts  in  Bengal.  We  know  another  requisition  from  the  directors  for  e.\- 
very  well,  and  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  in  planaiion.  And  here  your  lordships  are  to  ob- 
what  manner  such  men  rack  such  districts,  and  acive,  that  this  correspondence  is  never  in 
exact  from  the  inhabitants  the  money  to  repay  tho  way  of  letters  written  and  answers  given  ; 
themselves  for  tho  bribes,  which  had  been  but  he  and  the  directors  are  perpetually  play- 
taken  from  them.  These  bribes  are  taken  ing  at  hide  and  seek  with  each  other,  and 
under  a  pretence  of  the  company's  service ;  writing  to  each  other  at  random ;  Mr.  Hastings 
but  sooner  or  later  they  fall  upon  the  company's  making  a  communication  one  day,  the  directors 
treasury.  And  we  shall  prove  that  Nobkissen,  requiring  an  explanation  the  next ;  Mr.  Haa- 
within  a  year  from  the  time  when  he  gave  this  tings  giving  an  account  of  another  bribe  oo  the 
bribe,  had  fallen  into  arrears  to  the  company,  third  day,without  giving  any  explanation  of  the 
as  their  steward,  to  the  amount  of  a  sum,  the  former.  Still,  however,  the  directors  are  purau- 
very  interest  of  which,  according  to  the  rate  of  in£  their  chase.  But  it  was  n  it  till  they  learned 
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that  the  ooinniittees  oT  the  House  of  Coroinoos  sente,  contaiaed  in  the  whole  of  them.    Uer» 

(for  committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  it  is,  and  your  lordships  wUi  suffer  it  to  ha 

then  some  weight,)  were  frowning  upon  them  read. 

for  this  collusion  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  at  last  I  must  beg  your  patience ;  I  roust  acknow 

some  honest  men  in  the  direction  were  permit-  ledge  that  it  has  been  the  roost  difficult  of  all 

ted  to  have  some  ascendency ;  and  that  a  proper  things  to  explain,  but  much  more  difficult  to 

letter  was  prepared,  which  I  shall  show  your  make  pleasant  and  not  wearisome,  falsity  and 

lordships,  demanding  from  Mr.  Hastings  an  ex-  fraud  pursued  through  all  its  artiSres;  mad 

act  account  of  all  the  bribes  that  he  had  receiv-  therefore,  as  it  has  been  the  most  painfiil  work 

cd ;  and  painting  to  him,  in  colours  as  strong  at  to  us  to  unravel  frsiid  and  prevarication, so  there 

least  as  those  I  use,  his  bribery,  his  frauds,  and  is  nothing  that  more  calls  (or  the  attention,  the 

r Illations ;  and,  what  does  them  great  honour  patience,  the  vigilance,  and  the  scrutiny  of  an 

that  moment,  they  particularly  direct  that  exact  court  of  justice.  But  as  you  have  already 

the  money,  which  was  taken  from  the  nabob  had  almost  the  whole  of  the  man,  do  not  think 

of  Oude,  should  be  carried  to  his  account.  it  too  much  to  hear  the  rest  in  this  letter  froor 

These  paragraphs  were  prepared  by  the  Cheltenham.  It  is  dated  Cheltenham,  lltl 
committee  of  correspondence,  arid  as  I  under-  of  July  1785,  addressed  to  William  Devaynes 
stand,  approved  by  the  court  of  directors,  but  Esq.;'*'  and  it  begins  thus:  "  Sir,  TIm  bo 
never  were  sent  out  to  India.  However,  nourablo  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 
something  was  sent,  but  miserably  weak  and  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Surpriae,  dated  the 
kune  of  its  kind;  and  Mr.  Hastings  never  16th of  March  1784,  were  pleased  to  express 
answered  it,  or  gave  them  any  explanation  their  desire,  that  I  should  inform  them  of  the 
whatever.  He  now  being  prepared  for  his  periods  when  each  sum  of  the  presents  men- 
departure  from  Calcutta,  and  having  finished  tioned  in  my  address  of  the  22d  May  1782, 
all  his  other  business,  went  up  to  Oude  upon  a  was  received;  what  were  my  motives  fix 
chase,  in  which  just  now  we  cannot  follow  him.  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the 
Ho  returned  in  great  disgust  to  Calcutta,  and  knovrlcdgo  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  di- 
soon  after  set  sail  for  England,  without  ever  rectors  ;  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking 
giving  the  directors  one  wond  of  the  explanation,  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  for  paying 
which  he  had  so  oAen  promised,  and  they  had  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits,  on 
repeatedly  asked.  my  own  account."     I  wish  your  lordships  to 

We  have  now  got  Mr.  Hastings  in  England,  pause  a  moment.  Here  is  a  letter  written  in 
where  you  will  suppose  some  satisfactory  ac-^  July  1785 ;  you  see  that  from  the  29th  of  De- 
count  of  all  these  matters  would  be  obtained  cerober  1780,  till  that  time,  during  which  in- 
ilrom  him.  One  would  suppose,  that  on  his  terval,  though  convinced  in  his  own  conscience, 
arrival  in  London,  he  would  have  been  a  little  and  though  he  had  declared  his  own  opinion, 
quickened  by  a  menace,  as  he  expresses  it,  of  the  necessity  of  giving  a  full  explanation  of 
which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him  in  the  these  money  transactions,  he  had  been  impo*- 
House  of  Commons,  that  an  inquiry  would  be  ing  upon  the  directors  false  and  prevaricating 
made  into  his  conduct ;  and  the  directors,  ap-  accounts  of  them,  thoy  were  never  able  to  ob- 
prehensive  of  the  same  thing,  thought  it  good  tain  a  full  disclosure  from  him. 
gently  to  insinuate  to  him  by  a  letter,  written  He  goes  on.  "I  have  been  kindly  apprized 
by  whom  and  how  we  do  not  know,  that  ho  that  the  information  required  as  above,  is 
ought  to  give  some  explanation  of  these  ac-  yet  expected  from  me.  I  hope  that  the  cir> 
counts.  This  produced  a  letter,  which  I  bo-  cumslances  of  my  past  8ituation,when  consideiw 
lieve  in  the  business  of  the  whole  world  can-  ed,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  having  thus  long 
not  be  paralleled ;  not  even  himself  could  be  withheld  it.  The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at 
his  parallel  in  this.  Never  did  inventive  folly,  the  presidency  when  the  Surprize  arrived ; 
working  upon  conscious  guilt,  and  throwing  and  when  I  returned  to  it,  ray  time  and  atten- 
each  other  totally  in  confusion,  ever  produce  tion  were  so  entirely  engrossed,  to  the  day  of 
nuch  a  false,  fraudulent,  prevaricating  letter  my  final  departure  from  it,  by  a  variety  of 
as  this,  which  is  now  to  be  given  to  you.  other  more  important  occupations,  of  whidi, 

You  have  seen  him  at  Patna,  at  Calcutta,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  your  testimony, 

in  the  country,  on  the  Ganges;  now  you  see  grounded  on  the  large  portion  contributed  by 

him  at  the  waters  at  Cheltenham ;  and  you  will  myself  of  the  volumes  which  compote  oar 

find  his  letter  from  that  place  to  comprehend  sidtations  of  that  period." 
the  substance  of  all  his  former  letters,  and  to 

be  a  digest  of  all  the  falsity,  fraud,  and  noo-  *  See  this  letter  In  the  Appendir. 
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These  oontultariom,  my  lords,  to  which  he  ing  our  approbation  of  hit  coaduct,  in  bringing 
appealt,  form  matter  of  one  of  the  charges,  them  to  the  credit  of  the  company,  yet  we  must 
that  the  Commons  have  brought  against  Mr.  confess  the  statement  of  ihnse  transactions  ap- 
Hastings ;  namely,  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  ruin  pears  to  us  in  many  points  so  unintelligible,  that 
eerlain  persons  employed  in  subordinate  situa-  we  feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
tions  under  him,  for  the  purpose,  by  intruding  on  the  govemour-general  for  an  explanation, 
himself  into  their  place,  of  secretly  carrying  agreeable  to  his  promise,  voluntarily  made  to  us. 
an  his  own  transactions.  These  volumes  of  We  therefore  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  dit 
consultation  were  written  to  justify  that  act.  ferent  periods  when  each  sum  was  received,  and 
He  next  says,  "  The  submission,  which  my  what  were  the  govemour-general*8  motives  (ot 
respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  theknow- 
•ommand  imposed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  re-  ledge  of  the  council  and  of  the  court  of  direc- 
eollection  perhaps  from  the  stronger  impres-  tors,  and  what  were  his  reasons  ibr  taking  bonds 
fiion,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  paying  other  sums 
had  leA  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  upon  his  own  ac- 
ts a  reprehension  for  something,  which  had  count."  Such  is  their  demand,  and  this  is  what 
given  offence  in  my  report  of  the  original  trans-  his  memory  furnishes  as  nothing  but  a  repre- 
mction,  than  an  expression  of  any  want  of  a  hension.  He  then  proceeds:  "First,  I  believe 
further  elucidation  of  it."  Permit  me  to  make  I  can  affirm  with  certainty,  that  the  several 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  extraordinary  passage,  sums  mentioned  in  the  account  transmitted 
A  letter  is  written  to  him,  containing  a  repe-  with  my  letter  above-mentioned,  were  receif- 
tition  of  the  request,  which  had  been  made  a  ed  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  dates, 
thousand  tiroes  before,  and  with  which  he  had  which  are  affixed  to  them  in  the  account, 
as  often  promised  to  comply.  And  here  he  But  as  this  contains  only  the  gross  sums,  and 
says,  "  it  was  lost  to  my  recollection."  Ob-  each  of  these  was  received  in  different  pay- 
serve  his  memory  ;  he  can  forget  the  command,  ments,  though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  J 
but  he  has  an  obscure  recollection  that  ho  cannot  therefore  assign  a  great  degree  of  aocu- 
thought  it  a  reprehension  rather  than  a  de-  racy  to  the  account."  Tour  lordships  see, 
mand !  Now  a  reprehension  is  a  stronger  thai  after  all  he  declares  he  cannot  make  his 
mode  of  demand.  When  I  say  to  a  servant,  aooount  accurate  ;  he  further  adds,  "  Perhaps 
Why  have  you  not  given  me  the  account,  the  honourable  court  will  judge  this  sufficient," 
which  I  have  so  of\cn  asked  for  ?  is  he  to  that  is,  this  explanation,  namely,  that  he  can 
answer,  The  reason  I  have  not  given  it,  is  give  none,  "  for  any  purpose,  to  which  their 
because  I  thought  you  were  railing  at  and  in«;uiry  was  directed  ;  but,  if  it  should  not  be 
abusing  me  ?  He  goes  on,  "  I  will  now  en-  co,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more  minute 
deavour  to  reply  to  the  different  questions,  tnfcrmat ion,  and  for  the  means  of  making  any 
which  have  been  stated  to  mo,  in  as  explicit  investigation,  which  they  may  think  it  proper 
a  manner  as  I  am  able ;  to  such  information  to  direct  respecting  the  particulars  of  thiF 
as  I  can  give,  the  honourable  court  is  fully  transaclioa,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your  accountant- 
entitled  ;  and  where  that  shall  prove  defective,  general,  who  was  privy  to  every  process  of  it, 
I  will  point  out  the  only  means,  by  which  it  and  possessed,  ai  I  believe,  the  original  paper, 
may  be  rendered  more  complete."  Tn  order  which  contained  the  only  account,  that  I  ever 
that  your  lordships  may  thoroughly  enter  into  kept  of  it." 

the  spirit  of  this  letter,  I  must  request  that  Here  is  a  man,  who  of  his  bribe  accounts 

you  will  observe,  how  handsomely  and  kindly  canuot  give  an  account  in  the  country  where 

these  tools  of  directors  have  expressed  them-  they  are  carried  on.     When  you  call  upon 

selves  to  him ;   and  that  even  their  baseness  him  in  Bengal,  ho  cannot  give  the  account, 

and   subserviency  to   him  wrre  not   able   to  because  ho  is  in  Bengal :  when  he  comes  to 

drr.w  from  him  any  thing,  thai  could  be  satis-  England,  he  cannot  give   the  account  here, 

factory  to  his  enemies ;    for  as  to  these  his  because    his    accounts   are    left    in   Bengal, 

friends,  he  cares  but   little   about  satisfying  Again,  he  keeps  no  accounts  himself,  but  his 

them,  though    they  call  upon  him  in   conse-  accounts  are  in  Bengal,  in  chc  hands  of  soroe- 

quence  of  his  own  promise;  and  this  he  calls  body  else  ;  to  him  he  rj^fers,  and  we  shall  see 

a   reprehension.     They  thus   express   them-  what  that  reference  produced.  "  In  this,  each 

selves:  '' All  hough  it  is  not  our  intention  to  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifically  inserted^ 

ex]»ress  any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the  go-  with  the  name  of  the  person,  by  whom  it  was 

vernmir- general ;  on  the  contrary,  aAer  having  made  ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  l>  desire,  that 

rereived  the  presents,  we  cannot  avoid  express*  he  will  furnish  you  with  the  pape<  itself,  if  it  ii 
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■till  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  with  what*  Ctui.cote  did  those  sentences  of  loren  ill  rcr- 
•▼er  he  can  dbtinctly  recollect  concerning  it."  mance  writers,  of  which,  he  said,  it  made  hin 
Here  are  accounts  kept  for  the  company,  and  run  mad  to  attempt  to  discoTer  the  meaning : 
yel  he  does  not  know,  whether  they  are  in  the  inference  is,  Why  do  you  call  upon  me  for 
existence  anywhere.  *'For  my  motive:!  for  accounts  now,  three  years  after  the  time,  whan 
withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know-  I  could  not  give  you  them?  I  cannot  give 
ledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direo  them  you  ;  and,  as  to  the  papers  relating  to 
tors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  them,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  exist:  and 
•urns,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  if  they  do,  perhaps  you  may  learn  something 
deposits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  from  them;  perhaps  you  may  not:  I  will 
accounted  in  my  lettter  to  the  honourable  the  -write  to  Mr.  Larkins  for  those  papers,  if  you 
court  of  directors,  of  the  22d  of  May  1762  ;  please.  Now,  comparing  this  with  his  other 
namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  accounts,  you  will  see  what  a  monstroos 
receipts  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  scheme  be  has  laid  of  fraud  and  concealmeat 
bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  to  cover  his  peculation.  •  He  tells  them,  "  I 
any  studied  design,  which  my  memory,  at  that  have  said,  that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  ae- 
distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  I  did  count  were  paid  into  the  company's  treasury, 
not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same  without  passing  through  my  hands.  The  se 
means  with  the  rest.  It  will  not  be  expected,  cond  of  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its 
that  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  ex-  destination  and  application  to  the  expense  U 
planationof  my  intentions,  after  a  lapse  of  three  a  detachment,  which  was  formed  and  employ- 
years,  having  declared  at  the  time  that  many  ed  against  Mahdajee  Scindia,  under  the  con^ 
particulars  had  escaped  my  remembrance  :  mand  of  Lieutenant-Col(mel  Camac,  as  I 
neither  shall  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  particularly  apprized  the  court  of  directors 
clearer  affirmation  of  the  facts  implied  in  that  in  my  letter  of  the  39ih  December  1780.** 
report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  ncces-  He  does  not  yet  tell  the  directors,  from  whom 
sarily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them.'*  he  received  it ;  wc  have  found  it  out  by  other 
You  have  heard  of  that  oriental  figure^  collateral  means.  "  Tne  other  two  were 
called,  in  the  banyan  language,  a  painche  ;  in  certainly  not  intended,  when  I  received  them, 
English,  a  sereti; :  it  is  a  puzzled  and  studied  to  be  mado  public,  though  intended  for  public 
involution  of  a  period,  framed  in  order  to  pre-  service,  and  actually  applied  to  it.  The 
vent  the  discovery  oftruth,  and  the  detection  of  exigencies  of  government  were  at  that  time 
fraud ;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  better  exemplified  my  own,  and  every  pressure  upon  it  rested 
than  in  this  sentence:  "Neither  shall  I  at-  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  mind.  Where- 
tempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  ever  I  could  find  allowaUe  means  of  relieving 
of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  those  wants,  I  eagerly  seized  them."  Allowa- 
such  inferences  as  necessarily  or  with  a  strong  ble  means  of  receiving  bribes  '.  for  such  I  shall 
probability  follow  them."  Observe,  that  he  prove  them  to  be  in  the  particular  instances, 
says,  not  facia  stated,  but  faetM  implied  in  the  "  But  neither  could  it  occur  to  me  as  necea- 
report — and  of  what  was  this  to  be  a  report  ?  sary  to  state  on  our  proceedings  every  hule 
Of  things,  which  the  directors  declared  they  aid,  that  I  could  thus  procure,  nor  do  I  know 
did  not  understand ;  and  then  the  inferences,  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing 
which  are  to  follow  these  implied  facts  are  to  to  court  favour  by  an  ostentation,  which  1 
follow  them — But  how  ?  TVith  a  strong  pro-  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance  of  exciting 
hability.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  study  this  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by  the  construe 
oriental  figure  of  rhetoric,  the  painche  here,  tive  assertion  of  a  separate  and  unparticipat* 
it  is  for  you  in  its  most  complete  perfection,  ed  merit,  derived  from  the  influence  of  mf 
No  rhetorician  ever  gave  an  example  of  any  station,  to  which  they  might  have  had  an 
figure  of  oratory,  that  can  match  this.    But  let  equal  claim." 

us  endeavour  to  tmravel  tlie  whole  passage.         Now  we  see,  that,  after  hammering  his  braiM 

First,  ho  states,  that  in  May  1782,  he  had  for  many  years,  he  does  find  out  bis  motive, 

forgotten  his  motives  for  falsifying  the  com-  which  he  could  not  verify  at  the  time;  namely, 

pany's  accounts  ;  but  he  affirms  the  facts  con-  that  if  he  let  his  colleagues  know  Uiat  ho  waf 

tained  in    the   report,  and  afterwards,   very  receiving  bribes,  and  gaining  the  glory  of  re- 

rationally,  draws  such   inferences  as  neccs-  ceiving  them,  they  might  take  it  into  their 

■arily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them,  heads  likewise  to  have  their  share  in  the  same 

And,  if  I  understand   it  at  all,  which,  God  glory,  as  they  were  joined  in  the  same  commie- 

cnows,  I  no  more  protend  to  do,  than  Don  sion,  enjoyed  the  same  powers,  and  were  subject 
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todie  nme  reitrictioiu.  It  wu  indeed  scanda-  here  he  comes  before  you,  avowing,  ditt  ha 
MU8  in  Mr.  Hasiingi,  not  behaving  like  a  good  knew  the  practice  of  taking  money  from  then 
fikir  colleague  in  office,  not  to  lot  them  know  people  was  a  thing  dishonourable  in  itaelf. 
that  he  was  going  on  in  this  career  of  recoiv-  '^  I  should  haTe  deemed  it  particularly  disho* 
ing  bribes,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  share  nourable  to  receive,  for  my  own  use,  money 
in  tlie  glory  of  it;  but  they  were  grovelling  tendered  by  men  ofa  certain  class,  from  whom 
ereatures,  who  thought  that  keeping  clean  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my 
bands  was  some  virtue.  Well,  but  you  have  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oath,  not  to 
applied  some  of  these  bribes  to  your  own  be-  receive  them."  He  held  it  particularly  dia- 
nefit ;  why  did  you  give  no  account  of  those  honourable  to  receive  them :  he  had  bound 
bribes  ?  I  did  not,  ho  says,  because  it  might  others  by  an  oaih  not  to  receive  them:  but  ha 
have  excited  the  envy  of  my  colleagues.  To  received  them  himself,  and  why  does  he  con* 
be  sure,  if  ho  was  receiving  bribes  for  his  own  ceal  it  ?  why ;  because,  says  he,  if  the  suspi* 
benefit,  and  they  not  receiving  such  bribes,  and  cion  came  upon  me,  the  dishonour  would  faU 
if  tliey  had  a  liking  to  that  kind  of  traffic,  it  is  upon  my  pate.  Why  did  he,  by  an  oath,  bind 
a  good  ground  of  envy,  that  a  matter,  which  his  inferiours  not  to  take  these  bribes  ?  Why, 
ought  to  be  in  common  among  them,  should  be  because  it  was  base  and  dishonourable  so  to 
confined  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  therefore  did  do ;  and  because  it  would  b^  mischievous  and 
well  to  conceal  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  ruinous  to  the  company's  affairs  to  suffer  them 
we  suppose  him  to  have  taken  them,  as  he  pre-  to  take  bribi-s.  Why  then  did  he  take  them 
tends,  for  the  company's  u.te,  in  order  not  to  himself?  It  was  ten  limes  more  ruinous,  that 
excite  a  jealousy  in  his  colleagues  for  being  he,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  company's  go- 
left  out  of  this  meritorious  service,  to  which  vernment,  and  had  bound  up  others  so  strictly, 
they  had  an  equal  claim,  he  did  well  to  take  should  practise  the  same  himself;  and,  there- 
bonds  for  what  ouoht  to  be  brought  to  the  com-  fore,  says  he,  "  I  was  more  than  ordinarily 
pany's  accounts.  These  arc  reasons  applicable  cautious."  What  ?  To  avoid  it  ?  No ;  to 
lo  his  colleagues,  who  sat  with  him  at  the  same  carry  it  on  in  so  clandestine  and  private  a 
board :  Mr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Stables,  Mr.  manner,  as  might  secure  me  from  the  suspi- 
VVhclor,  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  cion  of  that,  which  I  know  to  be  detestable, 
uid  Mr.  Francis:  ho  was  afraid  of  exciting  and  bound  others  up  from  practising, 
their  envy  or  their  jealousy.  You  will  next  We  shall  prove,  that  the  kind  of  men,  from 
tee  another  reason,  and  an  extraordinary  one  whom  he  interdicted  his  committee  to  receive 
it  is,  which  he  gives  for  concealing  these  bribes  bribes,  were  the  identical  men  from  whom  he 
Crom  his  inferiours.  received  them  himself.  If  it  was  good  ibr 
But  I  must  first  tell  your  lordships,  what,  till  him,  it  was  good  for  them,  to  be  permitted 
the  proof  i^  brought  before  you,  you  will  take  these  means  of  exporting ;  and,  if  it  ought  at 
on  credit — indeed  it  is  on  his  credit — that  all  to  be  practised,  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
when  he  formed  the  committee  of  revenue,  to  extort  for  the  good  of  the  company.  Rajah 
be  bound  them  by  a  solemn  oath,  "  not,  under  Nobkissen  was  one  of  the  men,  from  whom 
any  name  or  pretence  whatever,  to  take  from  he  interdicted  them  to  receive  bribes,  and 
any  zemindar,  farmer,  person  concerned  in  from  whom  he  received  a  bribe  fur  his  own 
the  revenue,  or  any  oUier,  any  gift,  gratuity,  use.  But  he  says,  he  concealed  it  from  them, 
allowance,  or  reward  whatever,  or  any  thing  because  he  tliough  great  mischief  might  hap- 
beyond  their  salary  ;"  and  this  is  the  oath  to  pen  even  from  their  suspicion  of  it,  and  lest 
which  he  alhules.  Nowhu  reason  for  conceal-  they  should  thereby  be  inclined  themselves  to 
ing  his  bribes  from  his  inferiours,  this  commit-  practise  it,  and  to  break  their  oath, 
tee,  under  these  false  and  fraudulent  bonds,  ho  You  take  it  then  for  granted,  that  he  really 
states  thus  :  "  1  shoukl  have  deemed  it  parti-  concealed  it  from  them :  No  such  thing ;  his 
cularly  dishonourable  to  receive  for  my  own  principal  confidant  in  receiving  these  bribes 
use,  m'^ney  trndcred  by  a  certain  class,  from  was  Mr.  CroAes,  who  was  a  principal  person 
whom  I  had  intcrdictoil  the  receipt  of  presents  in  this  board  of  revenue,  and  wluMn  he  had 
to  my  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oath,  nwde  to  swear  not  to  take  bribes  :  he  is  the 
not  to  receive  them  :  I  was  therefore  mora  confidant,  and  the  very  receiver,  as  we  shall 
than  ordinarily  cautions  to  avoid  the  suspi-  prove  to  your  lordships.  What  will  your  lord- 
cion  of  it,  whirh  would  scarcely  haveftiled  to  ships  think  of  his  affirming,  and  averring  a 
light  upon  nte,  had  I  suffered  the  money  to  be  direct  falsehood,  that  he  did  it  to  conceal  it 
brought  to  my  own  house,  or  that  of  any  per-  from  these  men,  when  one  of  them  was  his 
•on  known  to  be  in  trust  for  me."  My  lords,  principal  confidant  and  agent  in  the  trans 
Vol.  IU.— 30 
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■ctioa  ?  What  vfill  you  think  of  his  being  see  what  it  is.  **  Although  I  ari  firmly  per- 
more  than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  Ruaded,  that  these  were  my  Msu^iineDts  cntha 
suspicion  of  it?  He  ought  to  have  avoided  occasion,  yet  I  will  not  affirm  tJia'  itt^y  were, 
the  crime,  and  the  su8pi<non  would  take  care  Though  I  feel  their  impression  as  the  remans 
of  itself.  '*  For  these  reasons,"  he  says,  '*  I  of  a  series  of  thoughts  retained  on  my  me- 
caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to  mory,  I  am  not  certain  that  they  may  not  have 
the  treasury.  There  I  well  knew,  sir,  it  been  produced  by  subsequent  reflection  on 
eould  not  be  received,  without  being  passed  the  principal  fact,  combining  with  it  the  pro- 
lo  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  bable  motives  of  it.  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
by  entering  it  as  a  loar,  or  as  a  deposit,  that  it  was  my  design  originally  to  have  con- 
The  first  was  the  least  Uabie  to  reflection;  cealed  the  receipt  of  all  the  sums,  except  the 
and  therefore  I  had  obviously  recourse  to  it.  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court 
Why  the  second  sum  was  intended  as  a  do-  of  directors.  They  had  answered  my  purpose 
posit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant.  Possibly  it  was  of  public  utility,  and  I  had  almost  dismissed 
done  without  any  special  direction  from  me  ;  them  from  my  remembrance.'*  My  lords,  you 
possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  of  will  observe  in  this  most  astonishing  account, 
entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transac-  which  he  gives  here,  that  several  of  these  suns 
don  itself  did  not  require  concealment,  having  he  meant  to  conceal  for  ever,  even  from  the 
been  already  avowed."  My  lords,  .in  fact,  knowledge  of  the  directors.  Look  back  to  his 
every  word  of  this  is  either  false  or  ground-  letter  of  22d  May  17S2,  and  his  letter  of  the 
less  :  it  is  completely  fallacious  in  every  part.  16th  of  December,  and  in  them  he  tells  you, 
The  first  sum,  he  says,  was  entered  as  a  loan ;  that  he  might  have  concealed  them,  but  that 
the  second  as  a  deposit.  Why  was  this  done?  he  was  resolved  not  to  conceal  them:  that 
Because,  when  you  enter  moneys  of  this  kind,  he  thought  it  highly  dishonourable  so  to  do ; 
you  must  enter  them  under  some  name,  some  that  his  conscience  would  have  been  wounded, 
head  of  account;  and  I  entered  them,  he  says,  if  he  had  done  it;  and  that  he  was  afiraid 
under  these,  because  otherwise  there  was  no  it  would  be  thought,  that  this  discovery  was 
•ntering  them  at  all.  Is  this  true  ?  Will  he  brought  from  him  in  consequence  of  the  par- 
stick  to  this?  I  shall  desire  to  know  from  liamentary  inquiries.  Here,  he  says  ofadis- 
his  learned  coimcil,  some  time  or  other,  whe-  covery,  which  he  values  himself  upon  making 
ther  that  is  a  point  he  will  take  issue  upon,  voluntarily,  that  he  b  afraid  it  should  be  at 
Your  lordships  will  see  there  were  other  bribes  tributcd  to  arise  from  motives  of  fear.  Now, 
of  his,  which  he  brought  under  a  regular  offi-  at  last,  he  tells  you,  from  Cheltenham,  at  a 
cial  head,  namely,  durftare^^et;  and  there  is  time  when  he  had  just  cause  to  dread  the 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  have  brought  strict  account,  to  which  he  is  called  this  day, 
these  under  the  same  head.  Therefore  what  first,  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  any  one  mo 
he  says,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of  entering  tive,  which  he  assigns,  either  in  this  letter 
them  but  as  loans  and  deposits,  is  not  true,  or  in  the  former,  were  his  real  motive  or  not ; 
He  next  says,  that  in  the  second  sum  there  that  he  does  not  know,  whether  he  has  not 
was  no  reason  for  concealment,  because  it  invented  them  since,  in  consequence  of  a  train 
was  avowed:  but  that  false  deposit  was  as  of  meditation,  upon  what  he  might  have  done, 
much  concealment  as  the  false  loan,  for  he  or  might  have  said;  and,  lastly,  he  says,  con- 
entered  that  money  as  his  own ;  whereas  when  trary  to  ull  his  former  declarations,  "  that  he 
he  had  a  mind  to  carry  any  money  to  the  com-  had  never  meant  nor  could  give  the  directors 
pany*s  account,  he  knew  how  to  do  it,  for  he  the  least  notice  of  them  at  all,  as  they  had 
had  been  accustomed  to  enter  it  under  u  answered  his  purpose,  and  he  had  dismissed 
general  name,  called  durbar  charges ;  a  name,  them  from  his  remembrance."  I  intended,  he 
which,  m  its  extent  at  least,  was  very  much  says,  always  to  keep  them  seo-et,  though  I  have 
his  own  invention,  and  which,  as  he  gives  no  declared  to  you  solemnly,  over  and  over  again, 
&ucouni  of  those  charges,  is  as  large  and  suffi-  that  I  did  not.  I  do  not  care  how  you  disco* 
cient  to  cover  any  fraudulent  expenditure  in  vered  them ;  I  have  forgotten  them  ;  I  have 
the  account,  as,  one  woukl  think,  any  person  dismissed  tliem  from  my  remembrance.  Is 
(XKiId  wish.  You  see  him,  then,  first  guessing  this  the  way,  in  which  money  is  to  be  rc- 
one  thing,  then  another;  first  giving  tliis  reason,  ceived  and  accounted  for? 
then  another:  at  last,  however,  he  seems  to  He  then  proceeds  thus :"  But  when  MxtuR^ 
be  satisfied  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  true  rea-  threw  a  sum  of  money  in  my  way,  of  a  i  la^iu^ 
ton  of  his  conduct.  tude  which  could  not  be  concealed,  and  the 
Now  let  us  open  the  next  paragraph,  and  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation  at  the 
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I  received  it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  nation  whatever  of  Ku  mcdd  of  accounting 
appearances  ;  I  chose  to  apprize  my  employers  for  it  ?  No ;  and  here,  at  lust,  zftnr  so  many 
of  it,  which  I  did  hastily  and  generally:  has-  years'  litigation,  he  is  cailed  to  aurount  for  his 
tily,  perhaps,  to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  prevaricating  false  accounts  in  Calcutta,  and 
activity  of  secret  calumny ;  and  generally,  be-  cannot  giv<!>  ihem  to  you. 
cause  I  knew  not  the  exact  amount,  of  which  His  explanation  of  his  conduct  relative  to 
I  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  posses-  Uie  bonds,  now  only  remains  for  your  lord* 
sion.  I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  ihiiis*  consideration.  Before  ho  left  Calcutta 
result  as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  in  July  1784,  he  says,  when  he  was  going 
it ;  and,  in  the  performance  of  my  promise,  upon  a  service,  which  he  thought  a  service  of 
I  thought  it  consistent  with  it  tu  add  to  the  danger,  he  indorsed  the  false  bonds,  which  he 
amount  all  the  former  appropriations  of  the  had  taken  from  the  company,  declaring  them 
same  kind ;  m/  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  be  none  of  his.  Vou  will  observe,  that 
to  me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution,  which  might  these  bonds  had  been  in  his  hands  from  the 
have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  ninth  or  fifteenth  of  January  (I  am  not  quite 
had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  sure  of  the  exact  date)  to  the  day  when  he 
suppressed  them,  and  they  were  aAerwards  went  upon  this  service,  some  time  in  the 
known,  I  miglK  be  asked,  what  were  my  mo-  month  of  July  1784.  This  service  he  had 
lives  for  withholding  a  part  of  these  receipts  formerly  declared  he  did  not  apprehend  to  be 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors,  a  serviae  of  danger  :  but  he  found  it  to  be  so 
and  informing  them  of  the  rest,  it  being  my  aAer :  it  was  in  anticipation  of  that  danger, 
wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt."  I  am  almost  that  he  made  this  attestation  and  certificate 
ashamed  to  remark  upon  the  tergiversations,  upon  the  bonds.  But  who  ever  saw  them  ? 
and  prevarications,  perpetually  ringing  the  Mr.  Larkins  saw  them,  says  he  :  I  gave  them 
changes  in  this  declaration.  He  would  not  to  Mr.  Larkins.  We  will  show  you  hereafteri 
have  discovered  this  hundred  thousand  pounds,  that  Mr.  Larkins  deserves  no  credit  in  this 
if  he  could  have  concealed  it :  he  woukl  have  business  ;  that  honour  binds  him  not  to  dis- 
discnvered  it,  lest  malicious  persons  should  cover  the  secrets  of  Mr.  Hastings.  But  why 
be  telling  tales  of  it.  He  has  a  system  of  con-  did  he  not  deliver  them  up  entirely,  when  he 
cealment ;  he  never  discovers  any  thing,  but  was  going  upon  that  service  ?  for  all  pretence 
when  he  thinks  ii  can  be  forced  from  him.  of  concealment  in  the  business  was  now  at  an 
He  says,  indeed,  I  could  conceal  these  things  end,  as  we  shall  prove.  Why  did  he  not  can- 
fix*  ever,  but  my  conscience  would  not  give  me  eel  these  bonds  ?  why  keep  Uiem  at  all  ?  why 
leave  :  but  it  is  guilt,  and  not  honesty  of  con-  not  enter  truly  the  state  of  the  account  in  the 
science,  that  alwa)s  prompts  him.  At  one  company's  records.  But  I  indorsed  them,  he 
time  it  is  the  malice  of  people  and  the  fear  says:  Did  you  deliver  them  so  indorsed  into 
of  miiirepresentation,  which  induced  him  to  the  treasury  ?  No,  I  delivered  them  indorsed 
make  the  disclosure  ;  and  he  values  himself  into  tlie  hands  of  my  bribe-broker  and  agent, 
on  the  precaution,  which  this  fear  had  siig-  But  why  not  destroy  them  or  give  them  up  to 
gested  to  him.  At  another  time  it  is  the  mag-  the  company,  and  ssy  you  wore  paid,  which 
nilude  of  the  sum,  which  produced  this  effect:  would  have  been  the  only  truth  in  this  transac- 
nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  concealing  it  tionl  Why  did  you  not  indorse  them  before? 
could  |Hxisibly  have  made  him  discover  it.  why  not  during  the  long  period  of  so  many 
This  hundred  thousand  pounds  he  declares  years,  cancel  them  ?  No,  he  kept  them  to 
he  would  have  concealed,  if  he  could,  and  yet  the  very  day  when  he  was  going  from  Calcutta, 
he  values  himself  upon  the  discovery  of  it.  and  had  made  a  declaration,  that  they  were 
Oh,  my  lords,  I  am  afraid  that  sums  of  much  not  his.  Never  before,  upon  any  account, 
greater  magnitude  have  not  been  discovered  had  they  appeared ;  and  though  the  committee 
at  all.  Your  lordships  now  see  some  of  the  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  eleventh  re- 
artifices  of  this  letter.  You  see  the  variety  port,  had  remarked  upon  all  tlicse  scandalous 
of  styles  he  adopts,  and  how  he  turns  himself  proceedings  and  prevarications,  yet  he  was  not 
into  every  shape,  and  every  form.  But  aAer  stimulated,  even  then,  to  give  up  these  bonds, 
all,  do  you  find  any  clear  discovery  ?  do  you  He  held  them  in  his  hands,  till  the  time  when 
find  any  satisfactory  answer  to  the  directors'  he  was  preparing  for  his  departure  from  Ca)- 
letter  ?  does  he  once  tell  you  from  whom  he  cutta,  in  spite  of  the  directors,  in  spite  of  the 
received  the  money  ?  does  he  tell  you  for  parliament,  in  spite  of  the  cries  of  his  own 
what  he  received  it  ?  what  the  circumstances  conscience,  in  a  matter,  which  was  now  gnmn 
if  the  persons  giving  it  were,  or  any  expla-  public,  and  would  knock  doubly  upon  his  re> 
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putation  and  conduct.    He  then  declares,  they 

aro  not  for  his  own  use,  but  for  the  company's  TRIA  L.— T  H  U  R  S  D  A  T, 
senrice.      But  were  they  then  cancelled  ?  I  j^^y  7^1,^  1789. 
do  not  find  a  trace  of  their  being  cancelled. 
In  this  letter  of  the  17ih  of  January  1785,  he  (Mr.  Burke.) 
says,  "  With  regard  to  these  bonds  :  the  fol- 
lowing sums  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  Mr  Lords, — When  I  had  the  honour  \mM 
bonds  granted  for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  to  address  you  from  this  place,  I  endeavoured 
the  govemour-general,  in  whoee  possession  the  to  press  this  position  upon  your  minds,  and  to 
bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  ibrtify  it  by  the  example  of  the  proceedings  of 
indorsed,  and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  Mr.  Hastings,  that  obscurity  and  inaccuracies 
claim  on  the  company  for  the  amount  either  of  in  a  matter  of  account  constituted  a  just  pro- 
principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  hav-  sinnption  of  fraud.    I  showed,  firom  his  own 
ing  been  received.'*  letters,  that  his  accounts  were  confused  and  in- 

To  the  account  of  the  twenty-second  of  May,  accurate.    I  am  ready,  my  lords,  to  admit,  that 

of  the  indorsement,  is  added  the  declaration  there  are  situations,  in  which  a  ministOT,  ia 

upon  oath.    But  why  any  man  need  to  declare  high  office,  may  use  concealment ;  it  may  be 

upon  oath ,  that  the  money ,  which  he  has  fraud-  his  duty  to  use  concealment  from  the  enemies  of 

ulenlly  taken  and  concealed  from  another  per^  his  masters ;  it  may  be  prudent  to  use  conceal- 

son,  is  not  his,  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  ment  firom  his  inferiours  in  the  service.  It  will 

in  the  world :  If  he  had  a  mind  to  have  it  plac-  always  be  suspicious  to  use  concealment  from 

ed  to  his  credit  as  his  own,  then  an  oath  would  his  colleagues,  andcoordinatesi  in  office.    But 

be  necessary:  but,  in  this  case,  any  one  would  when,  in  a  money  transaction,  any  man  oset 

believe  him  upon  his  word.    He  comes,  how-  concealment  with  regard  to  tliem  to  whom  the 

ever,  and  says.  This  is  indorsed  upon  oath,  money  belongs,  he  is  guilty  of  a  fraud.    My 

oath!  before  what  magistrate?  in  whose  po»-  lords,  I  have  shown  yon,  that  Mr.  Hastings 

session  were  the  bonds  ?  were  they  given  up  ?  kept  no  account,  by  his  own  confession,  of  the 

There  is  no  trace  of  that  upon  the  record,  and  moneys,  that  he  had  privately  taken,  as  he  pre- 

it  stands  fur  him  to  prove,  that  they  were  ever  tends,  for  the  company's  service,  and  we  have 

given  up,  and  in  any  hands  but  Mr.  Larkins's  but  too  much  reason  to  presume,  for  his  own. 

and  his  own.    So  here  are  the  bonds,  began  in  We  have  shown  you,  my  lords,  that  he  has  not 

obscurity  and  ending  in  obscurity,  ashes  to  only  no  accounts,  but  no  memory :  we  ban) 

ashes,  dust  to  dust,  corruption  to  corruption,  shown,  that  he  does  not  even  understand  his 

and  fraud  to  fraud.    This  is  all  we  see  of  these  own  motives ;  that,  when  called  upon  to  recol- 

bonds,  till  Mr.  Larkins,  to  whom  he  writes  some  lect  them,  he  begs  to  guess  at  them  ;  and  that 

letter  concerning  them,  whidi  does  not  appear,  as  his  memory  is  to  be  supplied  by  his  guesif 

is  callcil  to  read  a  funeral  sermon  over  them.  so  he  has  no  confidence  in  his  guesses.    He 

My  lords,  I  am  come  now  near  the  period  of  at  first  finds,  after  a  lapse  cf  about  a  year  am* 

this  class  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.     I  am  a  half  or  somewhat  le^,  that  he  cannot  reooQeei 

little  exhausted.     There  are  many  circum-  what  his  motives   were  to   certain  actions, 

stances,  that  might  make  me  wish  not  to  delay  which  upon  the  very  face  of  them  appeared 

ihis  business  by  taking  up  another  day  at  your  fraudulent.    He  is  called  to  an  account  some 

lordships'  bar,  in  order  to  go  through  this  long  years  after,  t0  explain  what  they  were,  and  he 

intricate  scene  of  corruption.    But  my  strength  makes  a  just  reflection  upon  it :  namely,  that 

now  fails  me.    I  hope  within  a  very  short  time,  as  his  memory  did  not  enable  him  to  find  out 

to-morrow  or  the  next  court  day,  to  finish  it,  and  his  own  motive  at  the  former  time,  it  ia  not  to 

to  go  directly  into  evidence,  as  I  long  much  to  be  expected  that  it  would  be  clearer  a  year 

do,  to  substantiate  the  charge  ;  but  it  was  ne-  after.    Your  lordships  will,  however,  recollect 

ceasary  that  the  evidence  should  be  explained,  that  in  the  Cheltenham  letter,  which  is  made 

You  have  heard  as  much  of  the  drama  as  I  of  no  perishable  stuff,  he  begins  again  to  guess  i 

could  go  through ;  bear  with  my  weakness  a  but  after  he  has  guessed,  and  guessed  agaiiit 

little.  Mr.  Larkins's  letter  will  be  the  epilogue  and  after  he  has  gone  through  all  the  motives 

to  it.    I  have  already  incurred  the  censure  ho  can  possibly  assign  for  the  action,  he  teDi 

of  the  prisoner  ;  1  meap  to  increase  it  by  you,  he  does  not  know,  whether  those  were 

bringing  home  to  him  the  proof  of  his  crimes,  his  real  motives,  or  whether  he  has  not  in- 

an^,  to  display  them  in  all  their  force  and  tur-  vented  them  since. 

pitude.    It  is  my  duty  to  do  it ;  I  feel  it  an  In  that  situation  the  accounts  of  the  com- 

obligation  nearest  to  my  heart.  pany  were  left,  with  regard  tor  Tory  gre«t 
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irhkh  patted  through  Mr.  Hastmgs'i  haadi,  tide  by  article,  upon  all  that  obscure  enume- 
and  for  which  he,  instead  of  giving  his  masters  ration  of  bribes,  which  the  court  of  director! 
credit,  took  credit  to  himself;  and,  being  their  declared  they  did  not  understand;  but  he  de- 
debtor,  as  he  confesses  himself  to  be,  at  that  dared,  that  he  could  speak  nothing  with  regard 
time,  took  a  security  for  that  debt,  as  if  he  had  to  any  of  these  transactions,  and  that  be  had 
been  their  creditor.    This  required  explana-  got  no  instructions  to  explain  any  part  of  them, 
lion :  explanation  he  was  called  upon  for,  orer  There  was  but  one  circumstance,  which  in  tha 
and  over  again  :  explanation  he  did  not  give,  course  of  his  examination  we  drew  from  him, 
and  declared,  ho  could  not   give.    He  was  namely,  that  one  of  these  articles,  entered  in 
called  upon  for  it  when  in  India  ;  he  had  not  the  account  of  the  S2d  of  May,  as  a  deposit, 
eisure  to  attend  to  it  there.    He  was  called  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Hastings  as  a 
■pon  for  it  when  in  Europe ;  he  then  says,  he  bribe  from  Cheit  Sing:  he  produced  an  extract 
must  send  for  it  to  India.    With  much  pre-  of  a  letter  relative  to  it,  which  your  lordships 
varication,  and  much  insolence  too,  he  con-  in  the  course  of  this  trial  may  see,  and  which 
fesses  himself  guilty  of  falsifying  the  com*  will  lead  us  into  a  further  and  more  minute 
pany*8  accounts  by  making  himself  their  ere-  inquiry  on  that  head ;  but  when  that  committee 
ditor,  when  he  was  their  debtor,  and  giving  made  their  report  in  1783,  not  one  single  ar- 
fidse  accounts  of  this  false  transaction.     The  tide  had  been  explained  to  parliament,  not  one 
court  of  directors  was  slow  to  believe  him  explained  to  the  company,  except  this  bribe  of 
guilty ;  parliament  expressed  x  strong  suspi-  Cheit  Sing,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  neyer 
cion  of  his  guilt,  and  wished  for  further  infor-  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  East- 
mation.  Mr.  Hastings,  about  this  time,  began  India  Company,  either  by  himself,  nor,  as  far 
10  imagine  his  conscience  to  be  a  faithful  and  as  we  could  find  out,  by  his  agent ;  nor  was  it 
true  monitor,  which  it  were  well  he  had  at-  at  last  otherwise  discovered,  than  as  it  was 
tended  to  upon  many  occasions,  as  it  would  drawn  out  from  him  by  a  long  examination  in 
have  saved  him  his  appearance  here;  and  it  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And 
told  him,  that  he  was  in  great  danger  from  the  thus,  notwithstanding  the  letters  he  had  writ- 
parliamentary  inquiries,  that  were  going  on.  ten,  and  the  agents  he  employed,  he  seemed 
It  was  now  to  be  expected,  that  he  wouki  have  absolutely  and  nrmly  resolved  to  give  his  em- 
been  in  haste  to  fulfil  the  promise,  which  he  ployers  no  satisfaction  at  all.    What  is  curious 
had  made  in  the  Patna  letter  of  the  20th  of  in  this  proceeding  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  all 
January  1782;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  the  time  he  conceals,  endeavours  to  get  him- 
about  this  lime  his  first  agent.  Major  Fairfax,  self  the  credit  of  a  discovery.    Your  lordships 
was  sent  over  to  Europe,  which  agent  entered  have  seen  what  his  discovery  is;  but  Mr.  Has- 
himself  at  the  India  house,  and  appeared  be-  tings,  among  his  other  very  extraordinary  ac- 
Ibre  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  quisitions,  has  found  an  effectual  method  of 
IS  an    agent  expressly  sent  over  to  explain  concealment  through  discovery.  I  wiU  venture 
whatever  might  appear  doubtful  in  his  conduct,  to  say,  that  whatever  suspicions  there  might 
Major  Fairfax,  notwithstanding  the  character  have  been  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes,  there  was 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  employed  him,  appear-  more  effectual  concealment  in  regard  to  every 
ed  to  be  but  a  letter  carrier:  he  had  nothing  circumstance  respecting  them  in  that  disco- 
to  say,  he  gave  them  no  information  in  the  very,  than  if  he  had  kept  a  total  silence. 
India  house  at  all ;  to  the  committee  (I  can  Other  means  of  discovery  might  have  been 
speak  with  the  clearness  of  a  witness)  he  gave  found,  but  this  standing  in  the  way,  prevented 
us  no  satisfaction  whatever.    However,  this  the  employment  of  those  means, 
agent  vanished  in  a  moment  in  order  to  make  Things  continued  in  this  state,  till  the  time 
way  for  another  more  substantial,  more  effi-  of  tlie  letter  from  Cheltenham:  the  Chelten- 
eient  agent :  an  agent  perfectly  known  in  this  ham  letter  declared,  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew 
country.    An  a^ent  known  by  the  name  given  nothing  of  the  matter :  that  he  had  brought 
to  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  like  the  princes  with  him  no  accounts,  to  England,  upon  the 
of  the  East  gives  titles ;  he  calls  him  an  in-  subject ;    and  though  it  appears  by  this  very 
comparable  agent ;  and  by  that  name  he  is  very  letter,  that  he  had  with  him  at  Cheltenham 
well  known  to  your  lordships,  and  the  wdrld.  (if  he  wrote  the  letter  at  Cheltenham)  a  great 
This  agent.  Major  Scott,  who,  I  believe,  was  deal  of  his  other  correspondence:  that  he  had 
here  prior  to  the  time  of  Msjor  Fairfax's  his  letter  of  the  Jfd  of  May  with  him,  yet  any 
arrival,  in  the  character  of  an  agent,  and  for  account,  that  couk)  elucidate  that  letter,  he  do- 
the  very  same  purposes,  was  called  before  the  dared  that  he  had  not :  but  he  hinted,  that  a 
committee,  and  examined  point  by  point,  ar-  Mr    Larkins  in  India,  whom  your  lordabips 
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vrin  be  better  a>;<;uiirit«>.l  wiili,  was  perfectly  cooscience,  and  all  his  aceoantt,  did,  at  kui^ 
apprized  of  hll  liiat  tnoistK'tiuii.      Your  lord-  in  compliance   with  Mr.  Hastings's  denre, 
ships  wiii  v'^^rvf.,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  all  think  proper  to  send   an  account.     Then  at 
his  facultif B,  some  wayorother^  in  deposit;  last,  we  may  expect  light.    Where  arewelo 
one  person  c-o.n  speak  to  his  motirc9 ;  another  look  for  accounts  but  from  an  aocountant-ge- 
knows  his  fortune  better  than  himself;  !••  others  neral  ?  Where  are  they  to  be  met  with,  unleH 
he  commits  Tn«  sentimental  parts  of  bis  dnffiicc;  from  him?  and,  accordingly,  in  that  night  of 
to  Mr.  Larkins  he  commits  his  memory.    We  perplexity,  into  which  Mr.  Hastings's  corre- 
■hall  see  what  a  trustee  of  memory  Mr.  Lar-  sponJonce  had  plunged  them,  men  looked  up  tc 
kins  is,  and  how  far  he  answers  the  purpose,  tho  dawning  of  the  day,  which  was  to  follow 
which  might  be  expected  when  appealed  to  by  that  star  ;  tho  little  Lucifer,   which,  with  his 
a  man,  who  has  no  memory  himself,  or  who  lamp,  was  to  distpel  the  shades  of  night,  and 
has  left  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  water ;  and  give  us  some  sort  of  light  into  this  dark  mya- 
who  leaves  it  to  another  to  explain  for  him  ac*  terious  transaction.    At  last,  the  little  lainf 
counts,  which  he  ought  to  have  kept  himself,  appeared,   and  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
and  circumstances,  which  ought  to  be  deposited  House  of  Commons,  on  the   motion  of  Mr 
in  his  own  memory.  Hastings^s  friend  ;  for  we  did  not  knowofits 
This  Cheltenham  letter,  I  believe,  origi-  arrival.    It  arrives,  with  all  the  intelligence, 
nally  became  known,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  to  all  the  memory,  accuracy,  and  clearness,  whidi 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mr.  Larkins  can   furnish  fur  Mr.  Hastings, 
Hastings's  own  agent :  I  do  not  like  to  be  posi-  upon  a  business,  that,  before,  was  nothing  but 
tive  upon  that  point ;  but,  I  think,  that  was  the  mystery  and  confusbn.    The  account  is  called 
first  appearance  of  it.    It  appeared  likewise  in  "  Copy  of  the  particulars  of  the  dates,  oe 
public ;  for,  it  was  thought  so  extraordinary  which  the  component  parts  of  sundry  sums  in- 
and  laborious  a  performance,  by  the  writer,  or  eluded  in  the  account  of  sums  received  on  the 
his  friends,  as  indeed  it  is,  that  it  might  serve  account  of  the  honourable  company  by  the  go- 
to open  a  new  source  of  eloquence  in  the  king-  vemour-general,  or  paid  to  their  treasury  by  his 
dom;  and,  consequently,  was  printed,  I  be-  order,  and  applied  to  their  service,  when  re- 
lieve, at  the  desire  of  the  parties  themselves,  ceived  for  Mr.  Hastings,  and  fiaid  to  sub-trea- 
But,  however  it  became  known,  it  raised  an  surer.'*     The  letter  from  Mr.  Larkins  consist- 
extreme  curiosity  in  the  public  to  hear,  when  ed  of  two  parts ;    first,  what  was  so  much 
Mr.  Hastings  could  say  notliing,  aAer  so  many  wanted,  an  account ;  next,  what  was  wanted 
years,  of  his  own  concerns  and  his  own  affairs,  most  of  all  to  sudi  an  account  as  he  sent,  a 
what  satisfaction  Mr.  Larkins,  at  last,  would  comment  and  explanation.    The  account  coo- 
give  concerning  them.    This  letter  was  direct-  sisted  of  two  members ;  one  gave  an  account 
ed  to  Mr.  Deva3mes,  chairman  of  tho  court  of  several  detached  bribes,  that  Mr.  Hastings 
of  directors.      It  does  not  appear,  that   the  had  received  within   the  course  of  about  a 
court  of  directors  wrote  any  thing  to  India  in  year  and  a  half;  and,  the  other,  of  a  great 
consequence  of  it,  or  that  they  directed  this  bribe,  which  he  had  received  in  one  gross  sum 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  should  be  of  100,00(M.  from  the  nabob  of  Oude.    It  ap- 
given  them ;  but  some  private  communications  pcared  to  us,  upon  looking  into  these  accounU, 
passed  between  Mr.  Hastings,  or  his  agents,  that  there  was  some  geography,  a  little  bad 
and  Mr.  Larkins.    There  was  a  general  ex-  chronology,  but  nothing  else  in  the  first;  nei- 
pectation  upon  this  occasion,  I  believe,  in  the  ther  the  persons,  who  took  the  money,  nor  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  tlie  nation  at  large,  persons,  from  whom  it  was  taken,  nor  the  ends, 
to  know  what  would  become  of  tho  portentous  for  which  it  was  given,  nor  any  other  circum- 
inquiry.    Mr.  Hastings  has  always  contrived  stances,  are  mentioned, 
to  have  half  the  globe  between  question  and  The  first  thing  we  saw  was  Dtntgepon.    I 
answer ;  when  he  was  in  India,  the  question  believe  you  know  this  piece  of  geography, 
went  to  him,  and  then  he  adjourned  his  an-  that  it  is  one  of  tlie  provinces  of  the  kingdoa 
swer  till  he  came  to  England;  and,  when  he  of  Bengal.    We  then  have  a  long  aeries  of 
came  to  England,  it  was  necessary  his  answer  months,  with  a  number  of  sums  added  to  them ; 
shouU  arrive  from  India ;  so  that  there  is  no  and  in  the  end,  it  is  said,  that  on  the  ]8ih  and 
manner  of  doubt,  that  all  time  was  given  for  10th  of  Assin,  meaning  part  of  September  and 
digesting,  comparing,  collating,  and  making  part  of  October,  were  paid  to  Mr.  CroQes,  two 
up  a  perfect  memory  upon  the  occasion.   But,  lacks  of  rupees ;  and  then  remains  one  lack, 
my  lords,  Mr.   Larkins,  who  has  in  custody  which  was  taken  from  a  sum  of  three  lacks  six 
Mr.  Hastings's  memory,  no  small  part  of  his  thousand  nine  htmdred  and  seventy-three  rupees 
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After  we  had  wiited  for  Mr.  Htitings'i  own  himadf^  when  you  are  hunltn^  to  get  at  aome 
account ;  after  it  had  been  pursued  ^rough  a  explanation  of  the  proceedings  mentioned  in 
aeries  of  correspondence  in  rain  ;  after  his  the  letter  of  the  month  of  May  1782,  you  r^ 
agents  had  come  to  England  to  explain  it,  this  ceive  here,  by  Mr.  Larkins's  letter,  which  ia 
is  the  explanation  that  your  lordships  have  got  dated  the  6lh  of  August  1786,  this  account ; 
af  this  first  article,  Dinagepore;  not  the  person  which,  to  be  sure,  gives  an  amazing  light  into 
paid  to,  not  the  person  paying,  are  mentioned,  this  business :  it  in  a  letter,  for  which  it  waa 
nor  any  other  circumstance,  except  the  signa-  worth  sending  to  Bengal,  worth  waiting  for 
ture,  G.  G.  S. ;  this  might  serve  for  Otarg%  with  all  that  anxious  expectation,  with  which 
Chibert  Sanden,  or  any  oUier  name  you  please:  men  wait  for  great  events.    Upon  the  face  of 
•nd  seeing  CrofUa  above  it,  you  might  ima-  the  account  there  is  not  one  single  word,  which 
fine  it  was  an  Englishman :  and  this,  which  can  tend  to  illustrate  the  matter :  He  sums  up 
I  call  a  geographical  and  a  chronological  ac-  the  whole,  and  makes  out,  that  there  was  re- 
count, is  the  only  account  we  have.  Mr.  Lar-  ceived  five  lacks  and  50,000  rupees ;  that  ia  to 
kins,  upon  the  mere  face  of  the  account,  sadly  say,  £^,000  out  of  the  sum  of  nine  lacka 
disappoints  u^ ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  and  60,000  engaged  to  be  paid — namely 
in  matters  of  account  Bengal  book-keeping  ia  From  Dinagepore          -        -        4,00,000 
as   remote  from  good  book-keeping,  as  the  From  Nuddea    -        -        -           1,60:000 
Bengal  painehet  are  remote  from  all  the  rules  And  from  Patna        ...    4,00,000 
of  good  composition.  ^^-^— 

We  have  however  got  some  light ;  namely,  9,60/X)0 

Jiat  one  G.  G.  S.  has  paid  some  money  to  — ^-^— 

Mr.    CruAes  for    some  purpose;    but,  from  Or  £.96,000 

whom,  we  know  not,  nor  where  :  that  there  ia  _^-.— 

a  place  called  Dinagepore,  and  that  Mr.  Has-  Now  you  have  got  full  light !  CabooUat  si^ 

tings  received  some  money  from  somebody  in  nifiea  a  contract,  or  an  agreement;  and  thif 

Dinagepore.  agreement  was  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings,  as  one 

The  next  article  is  Patna,    Your  lordships  should  think,  certain  sums  of  money ;  it  does 

are  not  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  geography  not  say  from  whom,  but  only  that  such  a  sum 

of  India,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  is  such  a  of  money  was  paid,  and  that  there  remains  such 

place  as  Patna^  nor  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  a  balance.    When  you  come  and  compare  the 

chronology  of  it,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  money  received  by  Mr.  Cruftcs  with  these  dk- 

are  three  months  called  Bysack,  Assin,  CheiC  booleats,  you  find  that  the  cabooleats  amouot 

Here  was  paid  to  Mr.  Crof^es  two  lacks  of  to    £.96,000,  and  that  the  receipt  has  been 

rupees,  and  there  was  left  a  balance  of  about  about  £.65,000,  and  that  upon  the  fiice  of  thii 

two  more.  account,  there  is  £.40,000  somewhere  or  othar 

But,  though  you  learn,  with  regard  to  the  unaccounted  for.    There  never  was   such  a 

province  of  Dinagepore,  that  there  is  a  ba-  mode  of  account  keeping,  except  in  the  new 

lance  to  be  discharged  by  G.  Q.  S. ;  yet,  with  system  of  tliis  bribe  exchequer, 

regard  to  Patna,  we  have  not  even  a  Q.  G.  Your  lordships  will  now  see,  from  this  luml- 

tj. ;  we  have  no  sort  of  light  whatever  to  know  nous,  satis&ctory,  and  clear  account,  which 

through  whose  hands  the  money  passed,  nor  any  could  come  from  no  other  than  a  great  accountp 

glimpse  of  lif^t  whatever  respecting  it.   You  ant  and  a  great  financier,  establishing  soma 

may  expect  to  be  made  amends  in  the  other  new  system  of  finance,  and  recommending  it 

province,  called  Nuddea^  where  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  world  as  superior  to  those  old-fashionai 

had  received  a  considerable  sum  of  money:  foolish  establishments,  the  exchequer  and  bank 

there  is  the  very  same  darkness ;  not  a  weird  of  England,  what  lights  are  received  from  Mr. 

from  whom  received,  by  whom  received,  or  Hastings. 

any  other  circumstance,  but  that  it  was  paid  However,  it  does  so  happen,  that  from  these 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's  tohitt  baf^  obscure  hints  we  have  been  able  to  instituto 

yoM,  as  he  was  commonly  called  in  that  country,  examinations,  which  have  discovered  such  a 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Croftes,  who  is  hts  mass  of  fraud,  guih,  corruption,  and  opprat> 

white  agent  in  receiving  bribes;  for  he  was  sioo,  as  probably  never  before  existed  siaea 

fery  far  from  having  but  one.  the  beginning  of  the  world :  and  in  that  daik 

After  all  this  inquiry,  after  so  many  severe  ness,  we  hope  and  trust,  the  diligence  and  led 

animadversions  from  the  House  of  Commooa,  of  the  House  of  Commons  wiU  find  light  mf' 

after  all  those  reiterated  letters  from  the  direc-  ficient  to  make  a  full  discovery  of  his  bate 

tors,  after   an  application  to  Mr.   Hastings  crimes.    We  hope  and  trust,  that  after  all  his 
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fioooMlinmitSy  and,  though  he  appear  resolved  and  immutahle  rules  of  morality,  and 

to  die  in  the  last  dyke  of  prevarication,  all  his  in  its  substance  alien  to  them,  dianges  its  aa*- 

artifices  will  not  be  able  to  secure  him  from  ture,and  insteadof  justify ing  a breadi of  duty^ 

the  siege,  which  the  diligence  of  the  House  of  aggravates  all  its  mischief  to  an  almost  infiniu 

Commons  has  laid  to  his  corruptions.  degree ;  by  the  apparent  lustre  of  the  surfiiea, 

Your  lordships  will  remark  in  a  paragraph,  it  hides  from  you  the  baseness  and  deformity 
which,  though  it  stands  last,  is  the  fiist  in  prin-  of  the  ground :  here  is  Mr.  Hastings's  agent, 
ciple,  in  Mr.  Larkins's  letter,  that,  having  Mr.  Larkins,  the  company's  gcnend  account* 
before  given  his  comment,  he  perorates,  as  is  ant,  prefers  his  attachment  (o  Mr.  Hastings, 
natural,  upon  such  an  occasion.  This  perora-  to  his  duty  to  the  company.  Instead  of  the  ae> 
tion,  as  is  usual  in  perorations,  is  in  favour  of  ^  count,  which  he  ought  to  give  to  them,  in  con- 
the  parlies  speaking  it,  an  cul  eoneUiaHdum  sequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  thinkt 
auditorem.  "  Conscious,  (he  says)  that  the  himself  bound  by  honour  to  Mr.  Hastings,  if 
concern,  which  I  have  had  in  these  transac>  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  called  for  ihat  explana- 
tions, needs  neither  an  apology  nor  an  ex-  tion,  not  to  have  given  it;  so  that  whatever 
cuse  ; — that  is  rather  extraordinary  too! — and  obscurity  is  in  this  explanation,. it  is  because 
that  I  have  in  no  action  of  my  life  sacrificed  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  authorize  or  require  him 
the  duty  and  fidelity  which  I  owed  to  my  ho-  to  give  a  clearer:  Here  is  a  principle  of  trea* 
Dourable  employers,  either  to  the  regard,  which  cherous  fidelity  ;  of  perfidious  honour ;  of  tha 
I  felt  for  another,  or  to  the  advancement  of  my  faith  of  conspirators  against  their  masters ;  tha 
own  fortune,  I  shall  conclude  this  address,  faith  of  robbers  against  the  public,  beM  up, 
firmly  relying  upon  the  candour  of  those,  be-  against  the  duty  of  an  officer  in  a  public  situa- 
tore  whom  it  may  be  submitted,  for  its  being  tion.  You  see,  how  they  are  bound  to  ooa 
deemed  a  satisfactory  as  well  as  a  circumstan-  another,  and  how  they  give  their  fidelity  to 
tial  compliance  with  the  requisition,  in  con-  keep  the  secrets  of  one  another,  to  preveo* 
formity  to  which  the  information  it  aifords  has  the  directors  having  a  true  knowledge  of  their 
been  furnished  ;"  meaning,  as  your  lordships  affairs  ;  and,  I  am  sure,  if  you  do  not  destroy 
will  see  in  the  whole  course  of  the  letter,  that  this  honour  of  conspirators,  and  this  iaith  of 
he  had  written  it  in  compliance  with  the  re-  robbers,  that  there  will  be  no  other  honour  and 
quisition,  and  in  conformity  to  the  information  no  other  fidelity  amcmg  the  servants  in  India, 
he  had  been  furnished  with  by  Mr.  Hastings;—  Mr.  Larkins,  your  lordships  see,  adheres  to 
"  without  which  it  would  have  been  as  base  as  the  principle  of  secrecy ;  you  will  next  remark, 
dishonourable  for  me  spontaneously  to  have  af-  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  as  many  bribe-factoia 
forded  it ;  for  though  the  duty,  which  every  man  as  bribes ;  there  viras  confidence  to  be  reposed 
owes  to  himself,  should  render  him  incapable  in  each  of  them,  and  not  one  of  these  men  ap- 
of  making  an  assertion  not  strictly  true,  no  pears  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  another.  Yoa 
man,  actuated  either  by  virtuous  or  honour-  will  find,  in  this  letter,  the  policy,  the  frame, 
able  sentiments,  could  mistakenly  apprehend,  and  constitution  of  this  new  exchequer.  Mr. 
that  unless  he  betrayed  the  confidence  reposed  Croftesseems  to  have  known  things,  which  Mr. 
in  him  by  another,  he  might  be  deemed  defi-  Larkins  did  not :  Mr.  Larkins  knew  things, 
cienl  in  fidelity  to  his  employers."  which  Gunga  Covin  Sing  did  not.    Gunga 

My  lords,  here   is,  in  my  opinion,  a  dis-  Covin  Sing  knew  things,  which  none  of  the 

bovery  very  well  worthy  your  lordships'  aUen-  rest  of  the  confederates  knew.   6%ntoo  Baboo, 

tion ;  here   is  the  accountant-general  of  tha  who  appears  in  this  letter  as  a  principal  actor, 

com|>any,  who  declares,  and  fixes  it,  as  a  point  was  in  a  secret,  which  Mr.  Larkins  did  not 

of  honour,  that  he  would  not  have  made  a  dia-  know.    It  appears,  likewise,  that  there  was  a 

covery  so  important  to  them,  if  Mr.  Hastinga  Persian  moooshee  in  a  secret, of  whidi  Cantoo 

himself  had  not  authorized  him  to  make  it :  a  Baboo  was  ignorant ;  and  it  appears,  that  Mr. 

point  to  which  he  considers  himself  bound,  by  Palmer  was  in  the  secret  of  a  transaction,  not 

his  honour,  to  adhere.    Let  us  see,  what  bo-  intrusted  to  any   of  the  rest.     Such  is  the 

comes  of  us,  when  the  principle  of  honour  is  labyrinth  of  this  practical  ptinthe^  or  screw, 

ao  debauched  and  perverted.    A  principle  of  that  if,  for  instance,  you  were  endeavouring  la 

honour,  as  long  as  it  is  connected  with  Tirtua,  trace   backwards   some  transaction    through 

adds  no  small  efficacy  to  its  operation,  and  Major  Palmer,  you  woukl  be  stopped  there; 

no  small  brilliancy  and  lustre  to  its  appear^  and  must  go  bade  again,  for  it  had  begun  with 

ance ;  but  honour,  the  moment  that  it  becomea  Cantoo  Baboo.    If  in  another  you  were  to 

unconnected  with  the  duties  of  official  funo-  penetrate  into  the  recess  of  the  black  breaatof 

lion,  with  the  relations  of  life,  and  the  eternal  Canto  Biboo,  you  could  not  go  further ;  for 't 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  475 

began  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Ifyou  pierce  anny,  unless  he  had  obtained  some  such  lupplji 
the  breast  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  you  are  again  as  that  which  he  afterwards,  viz.  on  the  28d 
stopped ;  a  Persian  moonshee  was  the  con5-  May  1782,  made  known  to  me,  when  I  ioh 
dential  agent.  If  you  get  beyond  this,  you  mediately  suggested  to  him  the  necessity  of 
find  Mr.  Larkins  knew  something,  which  the  his  transmitting  that  account,  which  accom- 
others  did  not ;  and  at  last,  you  find,  Mr.  panied  his  letter  of  that  date,  till  when  the 
Hastings  did  not  put  entire  confidence  in  any  promise  contained  in  his  letter  of  20lh  January 
of  them.  You  will  see,  by  this  letter,  that  he  had  entirely  escaped  his  recollection." 
kept  his  accounts  in  all  colours,  black,  white,  The  first  thing  I  would  remark  on  this,  and 
and  mezzotinto :  that  he  kept  them  in  all  Ian-  I  believe  your  lordships  have  rather  gone 
guages ;  in  Persian,  in  Bengalleo,  and  in  a  before  roe  in  the  remark,  is,  that  Mr.  Haa- 
anguage,  which,  I  believe,  is  neither  Persian,  tings  came  down  to  CalcuUa  on  the  Sth  of  Fe- 
Dor  Bengallae,  nor  any  other  known  in  the  bruary,  that  tlien,  or  a  few  days  after,  he  caUa 
world ;  but  a  language,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  to  him  his  confidential  and  faithful  friend,  (not 
found  it  proper  to  keep  his  accounts  and  to  his  official  secretary,  for  he  trusted  none  of 
transact  his  businej«.  The  persons  carrying  his  regular  secretaries  with  these  transac- 
OQ  tlie  accounts  arc,  Mr.  Larkins,  an  English-  tions,)  he  calls  him  to  help  him  to  make  out 
man,  Cantoo  Baboo,  a  Gentoo,  and  a  Persian  his  accounts  during  his  absence.  You  woukl 
moonshee,  probably  a  Mthomedan.  So  all  imagine,  that  at  that  time,  be  trusted  this  man 
languages,  all  religions,  all  descriptions  of  with  his  account :  no  such  thing  ;  he  goes  on 
men,  are  to  keep  the  account  of  these  bribes,  with  the  accountant-general,  accounting  with 
and  to  make  out  this  valuable  account,  which  him  for  money  expended,  without  ever  cxplain- 
Mr.  Larkins  gave  you !  ing  to  that  accountant-general  how  that  money 
Let  us  now  see,  how  far  the  memory,  came  into  his  hands.  Here,  then,  we  have 
observation,  and  knowledge  of  the  persons  the  accountant  making  out  the  account,  and 
referred  to,  can  supply  the  want  of  them  in  the  person  accounting  ;  the  accountant  doea 
Mr.  Hastings.  These  accounts  come  at  last,  not  in  any  manner  make  an  objection,  and 
though  late,  from  Mr.  Larkins,  who  I  will  say.  Here  you  are  giving  me  an  account,  by 
venture  to  say,  let  the  banyans  boast  what  which  it  appears,  that  you  have  expended 
they  will,  has  skill  perhape  equal  to  the  bcft  money,  but  you  have  not  told  me,  where  you 
of  them :  ho  begins  by  explaining  to  you  some-  received  it :  how  shall  I  make  out  a  fair  ao- 
thing  concerning  the  present  of  the  ten  lacks,  count  of  debtor  and  creditor,  between  you 
I  wish  your  lordships  always  to  take  Mr.  Has-  and  the  company  ?  He  does  no  such  thing. 
tingH*s  word,  where  it  can  be  had,  or  Mr.  There  lies  a  suspicion  in  his  breast,  that  Mr. 
Larkins's,  who  was  the  representative  of,  and  Hastings  roust  have  taken  some,  money,  in 
memory  kee^ier  to,  Mr.  Hastings ;  and,  then,  some  irregular  way,  or  he  could  not  have  made 
I  may  perhaps  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  those  payments.  Mr.  Larkins  begins  to  sua- 
observations  upon  it. — "  Extract  of  a  letter  pecthim.  "  Where  did  you  kiee  this  bodkin ?** 
from  William  Larkins,  accountant-general  of  (said  one  lady  to  another  upon  a  certain  oo> 
Bengal,  to  the  chairman  of  the  East-India  casion:)  "  Pray,  madam,  where  did  you  find 
Company,  dated 5th  August  1786.  Mr.  Has-  it?"  Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  very  moment  of 
tings  returned  from  Benares  to  Calcutta  on  the  his  life  when  confidence  was  required,  even 
Sth  February  1782:  at  that  time  wholly  igno-  when  making  up  his  accounts  with  his  ae- 
rant  of  the  letter,  which  on  the  20th  January  he  eountant,  never  told  him  one  word  of  the  mat- 
wrote  from  Patna,  to  the  secret  committee  of  tor.  You  see  he  had  no  confidence  in  Mr. 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors :  The  Larkins ;  this  makes  out  one  of  the  proposi- 
rough  drafl  of  this  letter,  in  the  handwriting  tions  I  want  to  impress  upon  your  lordshipa' 
of  Major  Palmer,  is  now  in  my  possession,  minds,  that  no  one  man  did  he  let  into  every 
Soon  after  hi ^  arrival  at  the  presidency,  he  re-  part  of  his  transactions  ;  a  material  circuro- 
quested  me  to  form  the  account  of  his  receipt!  stance,  which  will  help  to  lead  your  lordships* 
and  di'ibursements,  which  you  will  find  jour-  judgment  in  forming  your  opinion  upon  mutf 
oalized  in  the  280ih,  &c.  and  907lh  pages  of  parts  of  this  cause. 

the  honourable  company's  general  books  of  the  You  see,  that  Mr.  Larkins  suspected  him: 

year  1781-2.  My  official  situation  as  account-  probably  in  consequence  of  those  suspickmsi 

ant-gcneral,  had    previously  convinced  me,  or  from  some  other  cause,  he  at  last  told  him 

that  Mr.  Hastings  could  not  have  made  the  opon  the  22d  of  May  1782  ;  (but  why  at  that 

issues,  which  were  acknowledged  as  received  time,  rather  than  at  any  other  time,  does  not 

Grom  him,  by  some  of  the  paymasters  of  the  appear ;  and  this  we  shall  find  very  difficult 

X 
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to  be  accounted  for  ;)  he  told  him,  that  he  had  extraordinary  account  is  given  of  it  WeR, 
received  a  bribe  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  of  what  is  to  be  done  in  mch  circurostanees  9 
£.100,000 :  he  informs  him  of  this  on  the  He  sends  for  a  person,  whose  name  you  have 
S2d  of  May,  which,  when  the  accounts  wore  beard  and  will  often  hear  of,  the  faithful  Caotoo 
making  up,  he  conceals  from  him:  and  he  Baboo.  This  man  comes  to  Mr.  Larkins, 
communicates  to  him  the  rough  draughts  of  and  he  reads  to  him  (be  so  good  as  to  remark 
his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  informing  the  words)  from  a  Bengal  paper,  the  account 
them,  that  this  business  was  not  transacted  of  the  detached  bribes.  Your  lordships  will 
by  any  known  secretary  of  the  company,  nor  observe,  that  1  have  stated  the  receipt  <^  a 
with  the  intervention  of  any  interpreter  of  the  number  of  detached  bribes ;  and  a  bribe  in  one 
company ;  nor  passed  through  any  official  chan-  great  body.  One,  the  great  corps  d*arm^e ; 
nel  whatever,  but  through  a  gentleman  much  the  other,  flying  scouting  bodies,  which  were 
in  his  confidence,  his  military  secretary ;  and,  only  to  be  collected  together  by  a  skilful  man, 
as  if  receiving  bribes,  and  receiving  letters  who  knew  how  to  manage  them,  and  regulate 
concerning  them,  and  carrying  on  correspond-  the  motions  of  those  wild  and  disorderly  troops, 
ence  relative  to  them,  was  a  part  of  military  When  No.  2  was  to  be  explained,  Cantoo 
duty,  the  rough  draught  of  this  letter  was  in  Baboo  failed  him ;  he  was  not  worth  a  farthing 
the  hands  of  this  military  secretary.  Upon  as  to  any  transaction  that  happened  when  Mr. 
the  conomunication  of  the  letter,  it  rushes  all  Hastings  was  in  the  upper  provinces  ;  where, 
at  once  into  the  mind  of  Mr.  Laricins,  who  though  he  was  his  faithful  and  constant  attend- 
knows  Mr.  Hastings's  recollection,  who  knows  ant  through  the  whole,  yet  he  could  give  no 
what  docs,  and  what  does  not  escape  it,  and  account  of  it.  Mr.  Hastings's  moonshee  then 
who  had  a  memory  ready  to  explode  at  Mr.  reads  three  lines  from  a  paper  to  Mr.  Larkins. 
Hastings's  desire  :  "  Good  God !  (says  ho)  Now,  it  is  no  way  even  insinuated,  that  both 
fou  have  promised  tlie  directors  an  account  of  the  Bengal  and  Persian  papers  did  not  contain 
this  business!"  a  promise,  which  Mr.  Larkins  the  account  of  other  inmiense  sums;  and  in- 
assures  the  directors,  upon  his  word,  had  en-  deed,  from  the  circumstance  of  only  three  lines 
tirely  escaped  Mr.  Hastings's  reooUecticm.  being  read  from  tlie  Persian  paper,  your  lord- 
Mr.  Hastings  it  seems  had  totally  forgotten  ships  will  be  able  in  your  own  minds  to  form 
the  promise  relative  to  the  paltry  sum  of  some  judgment  upon  this  business. 
£.100,000  which  he  had  made  to  the  court  of  I  shall  now  proceed  with  his  letter  of  ex- 
directors  in  the  January  before ;  he  never  once  planation.  **  The  particulars,"  he  goes  on 
thought  U*  it ;  no,  not  even  when  he  was  mak-  to  say,  *<  of  the  paper  No.  1  were  read  to 
ing  up  his  accounts  of  that  very  identical  sum,  me  from  a  Bengal  paper,  by  Mr.  Hastings's 
till  the  22d  of  May.  So  that  these  persons  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo :  and  if  I  am  not  mis- 
answer  for  another's  bad  memory,  and  you  taken,  the  three  first  lines  of  that  No.  2  were 
will  see  they  have  good  reason.  Mr.  Has-  read  over  to  me,  from  a  Persian  paper,  by 
tings's  want  of  recollection  appears  in  things  of  his  moonshee.  The  translation  of  these  par- 
some  moment.  However  lightly  he  may  re-  ticulars,  made  by  me,  was,  as  I  verily  believe, 
gard  the  sum  of  £.100,000,  which,  considering  the  first  complete  memorandum  that  he  ever 
the  enormous  sums  he  has  received,  I  dare  possessed  of  them  in  the  English  language; 
say  he  does ;  for  he  totally  forgot  it;  he  knew  and  I  am  confidant,  that  if  I  had  not  suggest- 
nothing  about  it ;  observe  what  sort  of  memory  ed  to  him  the  necessity  of  his  taking  this 
this  registrar  and  accountant  of  such  sums  as  precaution,  he  would,  at  this  moment,  have 
£.100,000  has.  In  what  confusion  of  millions  been  unable  to  have  afforded  any  such  infor- 
must  it  be,  that  such  sums  can  be  lost  to  Mr.  nation  concerning  them." 
Hastings's  recollection !  however,  at  last  it  Now,  my  lords,  if  he  had  not  got,  on  the 
was  brought  to  his  recollection,  and  he  thought  intimation  of  Mr.  Larkins,  some  scraps  of 
that  it  was  necessary  to  give  some  account  of  paper,  your  lordships  might  have,  at  this  day, 
it.  And  who  is  the  accountant,  whom  he  pro-  wanted  that  valuable  information,  which  Mr. 
duces  ?  His  own  memory  is  no  accountant.  Larkins  has  laid  before  you.  These  however 
He  had  dismissed  the  matter  (as  he  happily  contain,  Mr.  Larkins  says,  "  the  first  com- 
expresses  it  in  the  Cheltenham  letter)  from  his  plete"  —  what  ? — account,  do  you  imagine  1 
memory.  Major  Palmer  is  n^«t  the  account-  no,  "  the  first  complete  memorandwn."  You 
ant.  One  is  sstonished  that  a  nan,  who  had  would  imagine,  that  he  would  himself,  for 
had  £.100.000  in  his  hands,  an«  aid  it  ont  as  his  own  use,  have  notched  down  somewhere 
he  pretends  in  the  public  scrvi  %  has  not  a  or  other,  in  short-hand,  in  Persian  characters, 
•crap  of  paper  to  show  for  it.    I^  .  ordinary  or  short  without  vowels,  or  in  some  other  w^, 
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i:  but  he  had  nothimflelfeven  a  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  them  in  dark- 

ccemorandura  of  this  busineu;  and,  conse-  nea  and  delusion.    But,  my  lords,  when  tba 

qnently,  when  he  was  at  Cheltenham,  an^  accountant-generaldeclares,  that,  if  theHouaa 

even  here  at  your  t>ar,  he  could  never  havo  of  Commons  had  not  expressed,  as  they  ought 

had  uny  account  of  a  sum  of  £.800,000,  but  to  express,  much  diffidence,  and  distrust,  r»« 

by  this  account   of  Mr.  Larkins,  taken,  as  specting  these  transactions,  and  even  suspect* 

pcopio  road  them,  from  detached  pieces  of  ed  him  of  perjury,  this  very  day  that  man  would 

paper.  not  have  produced  a  scrap  of  those  papers  to 

One  would  have  expected  that  Mr.  Larw  you,  but  might  have  turned  them  to  the  basest 

kins,  being  warned  that  day,  and  cautioned  and  most  infamous  of  uses.    If,  I  say,  we  have 

by  the   siran:;e  memory  of  Mr.   Hastings,  saved  these  valuable  fragments  by  suspecting 

and   the   dangerous    situation,   therefore,   in  his  integrity,  your  lordships  will  see,  suspicioQ 

which  he  himrelf  stood,  would,  at  least,  have  is  of  some  use ;  and  I  hope  the  world  will  learn 

been  very  giiarded  and  cautious:  Hear  what  that  punishment  will  be  of  use  too,  in  prevent- 

he  nfixt  says  upon  this  subject.    "  As  nei-  ing  such  transactions. 

tber  ot*  the  other  sums  passed  through  his  Your  lordships  have  seen  that  no  two  per* 
bands,  those  (meaning  the  scraps)  contained  sons  know  any  thing  of  these  transactions  t 
DO  such  specification,  and,  consequently,  could  you  seo,  that  even  mcmoranjiims  of  transao- 
noi  enahlo  him  to  afford  the  information,  with  tions  of  very  great  moment,  some  of  which 
which  ho  has  requested  me  to  furnish  you:  had  passed  in  the  year  1779,  were  not  even  so 
and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if  the  afii-  much  as  put  in  the  shape  of  complete  memo- 
davits,  which  I  took  on  the  16th  December  randa,  until  May  1782 :  yoa  see,  that  Mr. 
1782,  had  not  exposed  my  character  to  the  Hutings  never  kept  them:  and  there  is  no 
suspicion  of  my  being  capable  of  committing  reason  to  imagine  that  a  black  banyan  and  a 
one  of  the  basest  trespasses  upon  the  con-  Persian  moonshee  would  have  been  careful  of 
fidenco  of  mankind,  I  should,  at  this  distance  what  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  did  not  aeem 
of  time,  have  been  equally  unable  to  have  to  stimulate  his  accountants  to  a  vast  deal  of 
complied  with  this  request:  but,  after  I  be-  exactness  and  a  vast  deal  of  fitieltly,  was  ne- 
came  acquainted  with  the  insinuation  sug-  gligent.  You  see,  thai  Mr.  Larkins,  our  last, 
gested  in  the  eleventh  report  of  the  select  our  only  hope,  if  he  had  not  been  suspected 
committee  ofthe  House  ofCommons,  I  thought  by  the  House  of  Comnnons,  prol>abiy  wouU 
it  but  too  prt>bable,  that  unless  I  was  possess-  never  have  kept  these  papers ;  and  thai  you 
ed  of  the  original  memorandum,  which  I  had  could  not  havo  had  tliis  valuable  cargo,  such  as 
made  of  tliese  transactions,  I  might  not  at  it  is,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  circumstance 
seme  distant  period  be  able  to  prove,  that  I  Mr.  Larkins  thinks  proper  to  mention, 
had  net  descended  <o  commit  so  base  an  ao-  From  the  specimen,  which  we  have  given 
tion.  I  have,  tlieiefure,  always  most  care-  of  Mr.  Hastings's  mode  of  accounts,  of  its 
fully  preserved  evoi y  papf'r,  which  I  possessed  vouchers,  checks,  and  counter-checks,  your  lord- 
regarding  these  transact  iuns.'*  ships  will  have  observed,  that  the  mode  itself 

You  see,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  memo-  is  past  describing;  and  that  the  checks,  and 

randiims  of  his  accounts;  yjn  see,  that  afler  counter-checks,  instead  of  being  put  upon  one 

Mr.  Larkins  had  made  his  memorandums  of  another  to  prevent  abuse,  are  put  upon  each 

them,  he  had  no  dcsi)i;n  of  guarding  or  keep-  other  to  prevent  discovery,  and  to  fortify  abuse 

ing  ihcm  ;  and  you  will  commend  those  wick-  When  you  hear  that  one  man  has  an  account  of 

ed  and  malicious  commiuecs,  who,  by  their  receipt,  another  of  expenditure,  another  of  con 

reports,  hrvc  told  an  arcountant-general  and  troul,  you  say,  that  office  is  well  constituted 

6rht  public  officer  ot*  revenue,  tiiat,  in  order  but,  here  is  an  office  constituted  by  different 

to  guard  his  character  from  their  suspicions,  persons,  without  the  smallest  connexion  with 

it  was  necessary  that  he  should  keep  some  each  other ;  for  the  only  purpose,  which  they 

paper  or  other  of  an  account.     We  have  have  ever  answered,  is  the  purpose  of  base 

heard  of  the  base,  wicked,   and  mercenary  concealment. 

license,  that  has  been  used  by  these  gentle-        We  shall  now  proceed  a  little  further  with 

men  of  India  t:>wards  the  House  ofCommons;  Mr.  Larkins.    The  first  of  the  papers,  from 

a  license  to  libel  and  traduce  the  diligence  which  he  took  the  memoranda,  was  a  |>aper  of 

of  the   House   of  Commons,   the  purity  of  Cantoo  Baboo;  it  contained    detachtni   pay- 

their  motives,  and  the  fidelity  of  their  ao-  roents,  amounting  in  the  whole,  with  the  ca- 

tionf ,  by  which  the  very  means  of  inform-  booleat,  or  agreement,  to  about  £.95,000  star 

ing   the  people  are   attempted  to  be  used  ling,  and  of  which,  it  appears  that  there 
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reeeived  by  Mr.  CroAes,  £.55,000,  and  no     was  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the 

Gunga  Govin  Sing  assigned  for  not  payMf 


Now,  will  your  lordships  be  so  good  as  to  Mr.  Croftes  the  suras  stated  by  the  paper 

lit  it  rest  in  your  memory,  what  sort  of  an  ex-  No.  1  to  be  in  his  charge,  he  never  coukt  ob- 

oh«quer  this  is,  even  with  regard  to  its  re-  tain  from  him  any  further  payments  on  this 

G^ipts.    Aa  your  lordships  have  seen  the  eco-  account."    Mr.  Hastings  is  exceedingly  di»> 

Bomy  and  constitution  of  this  office,  so  now  satisfied  with  those  excuses,  and  this  is  the 


the  receipt.    It  appears,  that  in  the  month  whole  account  of  the  transaction.    This  is  the 

of  May  1782,  out  of  the  sums  beginning  to  be  only  thing  said  oi  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  the 

received  in  the  month  of  Sliamar,  that  is,  in  account ;  he  neither  stales  how  he  came  to  be 

July  1779,  there  was,   during   that  interval,  employed,  or  for  what  he  was  employed.    It 

£.40,000  out  of  £.95,000  sunk  somewhere,  in  appears  however  from  the  transaction,  as  far 

tome  of  the  turnings  over  upon  the  gridiron,  as  we  can  make  our  way  through  this  dark- 

Hrough  some  of  those  agents  and  panders  of  ness,  that  he  had  actually  received  £.10^)00 of 

corruption,  whicli  Mr.  Hastings  uses.    Here  the  money,  which  he  did  not  account  fix*,  and 

B  the  vatuabU  revenue  of  the  company,  which  that  he  pretended  that  there  was  an  arrear  of 
is  to  tuppty  them  in  thar  extgenaeBf  ichich  ia  to  the  rest.  So  here  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe-ageot 
tome  from  aouTcety  which  oiherwiMe  never  would  admits  that  he  had  received  £.10,000,  but  he 
hone  yielded  it ;  which,  though  small  in  propor-  will  not  account  for  it ;  he  says,  There  is  an 
tjon  to  the  other  revenue,  yet  is  a  diamond,  arrear  of  another  £.10,000 ; — and  thus  it  ap- 
■omething  that  by  its  value  makes  amends  for  pears  that  ho  was  enabled  to  take  from  some- 
its  want  of  bulk  ;  falling  short  by  £40,000  out  body  at  Dinazepore,  by  a  cabooleat,  £.40,000, 
of  £95,000.  Hero  is  a  system  made  for  fraud,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  can  get  but  £.20,000: 
and  producing  all  tlie  effects  of  it.  there  is  cent,  per  cent,  loss  upon  it.  Mr.  Has- 
Upon  the  face  of  this  account,  the  agreement  tings  was  so  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 
was  to  yield  to  Mr.  Hastings,  some  way  or  conduct  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  that  you  wodd 
other  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes,  £.95,000,  and  imagine  a  breach  would  have  immediateij  en- 
there  was  a  deficency  of  £.40,000.  Would  any  sued  between  them.  I  shall  not  antioi|>ate 
man,  even  with  no  more  sense  than  Mr.  Has-  what  some  of  my  honotirable  friends  will  kring 
tings,  who  wants  all  the  faculties  of  the  human  before  your  lordships  ;  but  I  tell  you,  that  to  far 
mind,  who  has  neither  memory  nor  judgment ;  from  quarrelling  with  Gunga  Govin  Sii^,  or 
any  man,  who  was  that  poor  half-idiot  creature  being  really  angry  witli  him,  it  is  only  a  little 
that  Mr.  Hastings  pretends  to  be,  engage  in  pettish  love  quarrel  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; 
a  dealing,  that  was  to  extort  from  some  one  or  amaniium  ira  amoris  integraiio  at.  For  Gunga 
other  an  agreement  to  pay  £.95,000,  which  was  Govin  Sing,  without  having  paid  him  one 
not  to  produce  more  than  £.55,000  ?  What,  shilling  of  this  money,  attended  him  to  the 
then,  is  become  of  it  ?  Is  it  in  the  hands  of  Ganges:  and  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Mr.  Has- 
Mr.  Hastings's  wicked  bribe-brokers,  or  in  tings's  government  was  to  represent  this  man, 
his  own  hands  ?  is  it  in  arrear  ?  do  you  know  who  was  unfaithful  even  to  fraud,  who  did  not 
any  thing  about  it?  whom  are  you  to  npply  to  keep  tlie  common  faith  of  thieves  and  robbers; 
for  information  ?  why  to  G.  G.  S.  G.  G.  S.  this  very  man  he  recommends  to  the  company 
I  find  to  be,  what  indeed  I  suspected  him  to  be,  as  a  person  who  ought  to  be  rewarded,  as  one 
a  person,  that  I  have  mentioned  fi-equently  to  of  their  t>e8t  and  most  faithful  servants  :  and 
your  lordships,  and  that  you  will  oflen  hear  of,  how  does  he  recommend  him  to  be  rewarded  ? 
commonly  called  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  a  short  By  giving  him  the  estate  of  another  person ; 
word,  the  wickedest  of  the  whole  race  of  ban-  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  desires  to  be 
yans ;  the  consolidated  wickedness  of  the  whole  always  rewarded  himself.  For,  in  calling 
body  is  to  be  found  in  this  man.  upon  the  company's  justice,  to  give  him  some 
Of  the  deficiency,  which  appears  in  this  moneyforexpenses,  with  which  he  never  charg- 
agreement  with  somebody  or  other  on  the  part  ed  them,  he  desires  them  to  assign  him  the 
of  Mr.  Hastings  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  money  upon  some  person  of  the  country.  So 
yoa  will  expect  to  hear  some  explanation.  Of  here  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  Gunga  Govin 
the  first  sum,  which  is  said  to  have  been  paid  Sing  not  only  to  trust,  confidence,  and  employ- 
through  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  amounting  on  the  ment,  which  he  does  very  fully,  but  to  a  re- 
oabooleat  to  four  lacks,  and  of  which  no  more  ward,  taken  out  of  the  sulMtance  of  other  peo- 
than  two  larks  was  actually  received;  that  is  pie.  This  is  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  lone  with 
to  say,  half  of  it  was  sunk :  we  have  this  me-  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and  if  ^uch  are  «he  effecta 
norandum  only,  *'  Although  Mr.  Hastings  of  his  anger,  what  must  be  the  elfect  of  hii 
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•leasure  and  ■atis&ctioo?    Now  I  say  that  what  the  cause  of  faflure  wat|  you  are  ooc 

Mr.  Hastings,  who,  in  fact,  saw  this  man  told  ;  you  only  learn  that  there  was  that  sum 

among  the  very  last  with  whom  he  had  any  deficient;  and  Mr.  Larkins,  who  is  our  last  i^ 

communication  in  India,  could  not  have  so  re-  aort,  and  final  hope  of  elucidation  in  this  trans 

commended  him  after  this  known  fraud,  in  one  action,  throws  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  light 

business  only,  of  £30,000 ;   ho  could  not  so  upon  it. 

have  supported  him  ;  he  could  not  so  have        We,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  have  be«D 

caressed  him ;  he  could  not  so  have  employed  reduced  to  form  the  best  legitimate  conjeo- 

him ;  he  could  not  have  done  all  this,  unless  tures  we  could  upon  this  business,  and  those 

he  had  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  privately  that  conjectures  have  led  us  to  further  evidrace, 

sum  of  money,  which  never  was  brought  into  which  will  enable  us  to  fix  one  of  the  most 

any,  even  of  these  miserable  accounts:  with-  scandalous  and  roost  mischievous  bribes,  in  all 

out  some  payment  or  other,  with  which  Mr.  the  circumstances  oi  it,  upon  Mr.  Hastings, 

Hastings  was  and  ought  to  be  satisfied,  or  un-  that  was  ever  known.  If  he  extorted  £.40,(XX) 

less  Gunga  Govin  Sing  had  some  dishonours-  imder  pretence  of  the  company's  service,  here 

ble  secret  to  tell  of  him,  which  he  did  not  dare  is  again  another  failure  of  half  the  money.  Oh, 

to  provoke  him  to  give  a  just  account  of;  or  my  lords!  you  will  find,  that  even  the  remaio- 

lastly,  unless  the  original  agreement  was,  that  ing  part  was  purchased  with  the  loss  of  one  of 

half  or  a  third  of  the  bribe  should  go  to  Gunga  the  best  revenues  in  India,  and  with  the  griev* 

Govin  Sing.  ous  dbtress  of  a  country,  that  deserved  well 

Such  is  this  patriotic  scheme  of  bribery,  your  protection,  instead  of  being  robbed  to  give 

this  public-spirited  corruption,  which  Mr.  Has-  £.20,000  to  the  company,  and  another  £J20,000 

tings  has  invented  upon  this  occasion,  and  by  to  some  robber  or  other,  black  or  white.  When 

which,  he  thinks,  out  of  the  vices  of  mankind,  I  say  given  to  some  ^ther  robber,  black  or 

to  draw  a  better  revenue  than  out  of  any  legal  white,  I  do  not  suppose  that  either  generoeityi 

source  whatever ;  and,  ^erefore,  he  has  resolv-  fiiendship,  or  even  communion, can  exist  in  that 

ed  to  become  the  most  corrupt  of  all  gover-  country  between  white  men  and  black ;  no, 

nours-gcneral,  in  order  to  be  the  most  useful  their  colours  are  not  more  adverse  than  their 

servant  to  the  finances  of  the  company.  characters  and  tempers.    There  is  not  that 

So  much  as  to  the  first  article  of  Dinage-  idem  wUe  H  idem  noUe:  there  aro  none  of 
pore  peshcush.  All  3rou  have  is,  that  G.  G.  S.  those  habits  of  life,  nothing,  that  can  bind 
is  Gunga  Govin  Sing :  that  he  has  cheated  the  men  together  even  in  the  most  ordinary  so- 
public  of  half  of  it ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  an-  ciety ;  the  mutual  means  of  such  an  union 
gry  with  him ;  and  yet  went  away  from  Bengal,  do  not  exist  between  them.  It  is  a  money 
rewarding,  prabing,  and  caressing  him.  Are  dealing,  and  a  money  dealing  only,  which  can 
these  things  to  pass  as  matters  of  course  7  exist  between  them;  and  when  you  hear  that  a 
They  cannot  so  pass  with  your  lordships'  sa-  black  man  is  favoured,  and  that  £.10,000  is 
gacity  ;  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  court,  pretended  to  be  left  in  his  hands,  do  not  believe 
even  ofpie-po^dre,  could  help  finding  him  guilty  it :  indeed,  you  cannot  believe  it ;  for  we  wiU 
upon  such  a  matter,  if  such  a  court  had  to  in-  bring  evidence  to  show,  that  thero  is  no  friend- 
^uire  into  it.  ship  between  these  people :  and  that  when  black 

The  next  article  is  Pabut.    Here,  too,  he  men  give  money  to  a  white  roan,  it  is  a  bribe; 

was  to  receive  £.40,000,  but  from  whom,  this  and  that  when  money  is  given  to  a  black 

lieponent  saith  not :  at  this  circumstance,  Mr.  man,  he  is  only  a  sharer  with  the  white  man, 

Larkins,  who   is  a  fanKXis  deponent,  never  in  their  infamous  profits.    Wo  find,  howe- 

hints  once.    You  nmy  look  through  his  whole  ver,  somebody  anonymous,  with  £.20,000  leA 

letter,  which  is  a  pretty  bng  one,  and  which  in  his  hands  ;   and  when  we  come  to  dis- 

I  will  save  your  lordships  the  trouble  of  hear-  cover  who  the  man  is,  and  the  final  balance, 

ing  read  at  length  now,  because  you  will  have  which  appears  against  him  in  his  account  with 

it  before  you  when  you  come  to  the  Patna  the  company,  we  find,  that  for  this  £.20,000 

business;  and  you  will  only  find,  that  some-  which  was  received  for  the  company,  they 

body  had  engaged  to  pay  him  £.40,000,  and  that  paid  such  a  compound  interest,  as  was  ne- 

but  half  of  this  sum  was  received.  Tou  want  ver  before   paid  for  money  advanced  :   the 

an  explanation  of  this.  You  have  seen  the  kind  most  violently  griping  usurer,  in  dealing  with 

of  explanation  given  in  the  former  case,  a  con-  the  most  extravagant  heir,  never  made  sucb 

jectural  explanation  of  G.  G.  S.     But  when  a  bargain  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  for  the 

jrou  come  to  the  present  case,  who  the  peiw  company  by  this  bribe.    Therefore,  it  couU 

son  paying  was,  why  the  money  was  not  paid,  be  nothing  but  fraud,  that  could  have  got  hia 
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to  hare  undertaken  such  a  revenue.    This  pleased  in  his  journey  to  Benares,  and  wbo, 

evidently  shows  tiie  whole  to  be  a  pretence  consequently,  must  have  had  some  trust  re- 

to  cover  firaud,  and  not  a  weak  attempt  to  posed  in  him,  was  the  wickedest  of  men  next  to 

raise  a  revenue ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  those  I  have   mentioned  ;  alwayj   giving  the 

not  that  idiot  he  represents  himself  to  be,  a  first  rank  to  Gunga  Govin   Sing,  primsu  niet 

man  forgotiiog  all  his  offices,  all  his  duties,  pare$^  the  second  to  Debi  Sing,  the  third  to 

ail  his  own  aJfHirs,  and  all  the  public  affairs.  Cantoo  Baboo ;  this  man  is  fit  to  be  one  next 

He  does  not,  however,  forget  how  to  make  a  on  a  par  with  them.    Mr.  Larkins,  when  he 

bargain  to  got  money ;  but  when  the  money  comes  to  explain  this  article,  says,  '^  I  believe, 

it  to  be  recovered  fvr  the  company,  Cas  he  it  is  for  a  part  d"  the  Dinagepore   peahcush, 

■ays,)  he  forgets  to  recover  it ,  so  that  the  ac-  which   would    reduce    the   balance  to  about 

curacy  with  which  he  begins  a  bribe,  acrilma  £.5,000  ;"  but  he  does  not  pretend  to  know 

initiiM  tt  aaperom  ./bie,  and  the  carelessness  what  it  is  given  for ;  he  gives  several  guesses 

with  which  he  ond3  it,  arc  things,  that  charac-  at  it ;    but   he  says,  <<  As   I  do  not  know,  I 

terize  not  weakness  and   sttipidity,  but  fraud,  shall  not  pretend  to  give  more  than  my  conjec- 

The  next  article  we  proceed  to  is  Nuddea,  ture  upon  it."    He  is  in  the  right,  because  we 

Here,  we  have  more  light:  But  does  Mr.  Lar-  shall  prove  Nunduloll  never  did  or  had  any 

kins  any  where  tell  you  any  thing  about  Nud-  thing  to  do  with  the  Dinagep<M^e  peshcish. 

dea?    No;  it  appears  as  if  the  account  hod  These  are  very  extraordinary  proceedings.  It 

been  paid  up :  and  that  the  cabooleat,  and  the  is  my  business  simply  to  state  them  to  yoor 

payments,  answer  and  tally  with  each  other ;  lordships  now,  (we  will  give   them  in  ailer^ 

yet,  when  we  come  to  produce  the  evidence  wards  in  evidence,)  and  I  will  leave  that  evi- 

upon  these  parts,  you  will  see  most  abundant  dence  to  be  confirmed  and  fortified  by  further 

reason  to  be  assured,  ^lat  there  is  much  more  observations. 

concealed,  than  is  given  in  this  account:  that        One  of  the  objects  of  Mr.  Larkins's  letter 

it  IB  an  account  current,  and  not  an  account  is  to  illustrate  the  bonds.    He  8a3rs,  '*  The 

closed ;  and  that  the  agreement  was  for  some  two  first  stated  sums,*'  namely ,  Dinagepore  and 

other  and  greater  sum  than  appears.    It  might  Patna,  in  the  paper  marked  No.  1,  I  suppose, 

be  expected  that  the  company  would  inquire  of  for  he  seems  to  explain  it  to  be  such,  "  are 

Mr.  Hastings,  and  ask,  From  whom  did  he  get  sums  for  a  part  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  took 

it,— 'wlio  has  received  it, — who  is  to  answer  for  two  bonds ;  viz.  No.  1539,  dated  Ist  October 

it?    But  ho  knew  that  they  were  not  likely  to  1780,  and   No.  1540,  dated  2d  October  1780, 

make  any    inquiry  at  all,  they  are  not  that  each  for  the  sum  of  current  rupees,  1,16,000, 

kind  of  people.     You  would  imagine  that  a  or  sicca  rupees  one  lack.    The  remainder  of 

mercantile  body  would  have  some  of  the  mer-  that  amount  was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 

caniilo  excellencies,  aiid  even  you  would  allow  head.  Four  per  cent.  Remittance  Loan ;  Mr. 

them  perhaps  somo  of  the  mercantile  faults.  Hastings  having  taken  a  bond  for  it,  (No.  89,) 

But  they  have,  like  Mr.  Hastings,  forgotten  which  has  been  since  completely  liquidated, 

totally  the  mercantile  character ;  and  accord-  conformable  to  the  law.''    But,  before  I  pro- 

ingly,  neither  accuracy,  nor  fidelity  of  account  ceed  with  the  bonds,  I  will  beg  leave  to  recall 

do  they  ever  require  of  Mr.  Hastings.     They  to  your  lordships'  recollection,  that  Mr.  Lar- 

have  too  much  confidence  in  him  ;  and  he  ac-  kins  states  in  his  letter,  that  these  sums  were 

oordingly  acts  like  a  man,  in  whom  such  con-  received  in  November.    How  does  this  agree 

fidence,  without  roRiion,!s  reposed.  with  another  state  of  the  transaction,  given 

Your  lordships  may  perhai>8  suppose    that  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  viz.  that  the  time  of  his 

the  payment   cf  this  money  was  an  act  of  taking  the  bonds  was  the  1st  and  2d  of  Octo- 

friendship  and  generosity  in  the  people  of  the  ber?    Mr.  Larkins,  therefore,  who  has  thought 

country  ?    No ;  we  havo  fouml  out,  and  shall  proper  to  say,  that  the  money  was  received  in 

prove,  from  whom  ho  got  it ;  at  least  we  shall  the  month  of  November,  has   here  given   as 

produce  such  a  cofijeciuro  upon  it,  as  your  extrtiordinary  an  instance  either  of  fraudulent 

lordships  will  think  n»  boimd  to  do,  when  we  accuracy,  or  shameful  official  inaccuracy,  as 

have  such  an  account  before  us.    Here  on  the  was  ever  perhaps  discovered.     The  first  sums 

fitcc  of  the  account  there  is  no  deficiency ;  but  are  asserted  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  CroAes  on  the 

when  we  look  into  it,  wo  find,  skulking  in  a  I8th  and  19th  of  Assen    1187:  the  month  of 

corner,  a  person  called  Nunduloll,  from  whom  Assen  corresponds  with  the  months  of  Septem- 

there  is  received  58,000  rupees.    You  will  find  ber  and  part  of  October,  and  not  with  Novem* 

that  he,  who  appears  to  have  paid  up  this  mo-  ber ;  and  it  is  the  more  extraordinary  that  Mr. 

Dey,  and  which   Mr.  Hastings  spent  as  he  Larkins  should  mistake  this,  because  he  is  ir 
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M  office  which  require!  monthly  payroentx,  pany'i  interest.  This  pretence  of  the  exi^ 
and,  consequently,  great  monthly  exactness,  g«ncy  of  the  compaoy's  afTairs  is  the  more 
and  a  continual  transfer  from  one  month  to  extraordinary,  because  the  first  receipt  of 
another :  we  cannot  suppose  any  accomptant  these  moneys  was  some  time  in  the  year  1779 ; 
in  England  can  be  more  accurately  acquaint-  (I  have  not  gdl  the  exact  date  of  the  agree* 
eil  with  the  succession  of  months,  than  Mr.  ment :)  and  it  was  but  a  year  before  that  the 
Larkins  must  have  been  with  the  comparative  company  was  so  far  from  being  in  dtstrev, 
state  of  Bengal  and  English  months.  How  that  he  declared  he  should  have,  at  very  nearly 
are  wc  to  account  for  this  gross  inaccuracy  7  the  period  when  this  bribe  became  payable,  a 
If  you  have  a  poet,  if  you  have  a  poUtician,  very  large  sum  (I  do  not  recollect  the  precise 
if  you  have  a  moralist  inaccurate,  you  know  amount)  in  their  treasury.  I  cannot  certainly 
that  these  are  cases,  which  from  the  narrow  tel^  when  the  cabooleat,  or  agreement,  was 
bounds  of  our  weak  faculties,  do  not  perhaps  made,  yet  I  shall  lay  open  something  very  ex- 
admit  of  accuracy.  But,  what  is  an  inaccu-  traordinary  upon  that  subject,  and  will  lead 
rate  aeeomptant  good  for?  "Silly  man,  that  you,  step  by  step,  to  the  bloody  scones  of 
dost  not  know  thy  own  silly  trade !"  was  once  Debi  Sing.  Whilst,  therefore,  Mr.  Hastings 
arell  said:  but  the  trade  here  is  not  silly.  You  was  carrying  on  these  transactions,  he  was 
do  not  even  praise  an  accomptant  for  being  carrying  them  on  without  any  reference  to 
accurate,  because  you  have  thousands  of  the  pretended  object,  to  which  he  aflerwards 
them ;  but  you  justly  blame  a  public  accompt-  applied  them.  It  was  an  okl  premeditated 
ant,  who  is  gui'ty  of  a  gross  inaccuracy.  But  plan  ;  and  the  money  to  be  received  could  not 
what  end  could  his  being  inaccurate  answer —  have  been  designed  (or  an  exigency,  because 
why  not  name  October  as  well  as  November?  it  was  to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments.  The 
I  know  no  reason  for  it  ;  but  here  is  certainly  case  is  the  same  with  respect  to  the  other  ca- 
a  groM  mistake  ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  booleats.  It  could  not  have  been  any  momeo- 
thing,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose  it  to  be  tary  exigence,  which  he  had  to  provide  for  by 
a  mtre  mistake.  But,  take  it,  that  it  is  a  these  sums  of  money ;  they  were  paid  regu- 
mistoke,  and  to  have  nothing  of  fraud,  but  larly,  period  by  period,  as  a  constant  uniform 
mere  carelessness  ; — this,  in  a  man  valued  by  income  to  Mr.  Hastings. 
Mr.  Hastings  for  being  very  punctilious  and  You  find  then  Mr.  Hastings  first  leaving 
accurate,  is  extraordinary.  this  sum  of  money  for  a  year  and  three  months 
But,  to  return  to  the  bonds.  We  find  a  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing;  you  find 
bond  taken  in  the  month  of  Sawun  1186  or  that  when  an  exigence  pressed  him,  by  the 
1779,  hut  the  receipt  is  said  to  be  in  Assen  Mahrattas  suddenly  invading  Bengal,  and  he 
1780:  that  is  to  say,  there  was  a  year  and  was  obliged  to  refer  to  his  bribe-funds,  he  finds 
about  iliree  months  between  the  collection  and  that  fund  empty,  and  that  in  supplying  money 
the  rer.<-ipt;and,  during  all  that  period  of  time,  for  this  exigence,  he  takes  a  hood  fbr  two- 
an  enormous  sum  of  money  had  lain  in  the  thirds  of  his  own  ntoney,  and  one-third  of  the 
hands  rif  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  to  be  employed,  company's.  For,  as  I  stated  before,  Mr. 
when  Mr.  Hastings  should  think  fit.  He  em-  Larkins  proves  of  one  of  these  accounts,  that 
ployeii  it,  he  says,  for  the  Mahratta  expedition,  he  took,  in  the  month  of  January  for  this 
Now,  he  began  '*iat  letter  on  the  S9ih  of  No-  bribe-money,  which,  according  to  the  princi- 
vemb'T,  by  telling  you,  that  the  bribe  would  pies  he  lays  down,  was  the  company's  money, 
not  have  been  taken  from  Cheit  Sing,  if  it  had  three  bonds  as  fur  money  advanced  from  his 
not  been  at  the  inslijration  of  an  exigency,  own  cash.  Now  this  sum  of  three  lacks,  in- 
which  it  9rcm%  required  a  supply  of  money,  stead  of  being  all  his  own,  as  it  should  appear 
to  be  procured  lawfully  or  unlawfully.  But  to  be  in  the  month  of  January  when  he  took 
in  furl  there  was  no  exigency  for  it,  before  the  the  bonds  ;  or  two-thirds  his  own  and  one-third 
Berar  army  came  upon  the  l>ird<'rs  of  ihe  coun-  the  company's,  as  he  said  in  his  letter  of  the 
try  :  that  army,  which  ho  invited  by  hb  careless  t9th  of  November  ;  turns  out  by  Mr.  Larkins*s 
condtict  towards  liie  rajah  of  Berar,  and  whose  account,  paragraph  9,  which  I  wish  to  mark  te 
hostility  he  was  obliged  to  buy  otT  by  a  sum  your  k>rdships,  to  be  two-thirds  the  company's 
of  monev :  and  )et  this  bribe  wai  taken  from  money  and  one-third  his  own ;  and  yet  it  is  all 
Cheit  Sing  long  before  ho  had  this  occasion  confounded  under  bonds,  as  if  the  money  had 
fbr  it.  The  fiind  lay  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  been  his  own.  What  can  you  say  to  this  he* 
hands ;  and  he  aHerwards  applied  to  that  pur-  roic  sharper,  disguised  under  the  name  of  a 
pose  a  part  of  this  fund,  which  he  must  have  patriot,  when  you  find  him  to  be  nothing  but 
taken  wiiiioui  any  view  whatever  to  the  com-  a  downright  cheat,  first  taking  money  under 
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the  company's  name,  tlien  taking  their  secu-  made  of  it,  in  corroboralion  of  my  own 
rities  to  him  for  their  own  mcfiey,  and  after-  mony  ;  and  although  that  p^per  has  remain- 
wards  entering  a  false  account  of  them ;  con-  ed  unopened  to  this  hour,  and  notwitfastaiKiii| 
tradicting  that  by  another  account,  and  Grod  that  I  kept  no  memorandum  whatever  of  tbt 
knows  whether  the  third  be  true  or  false?  substance  thereof,  yet,  as  I  have  wrote  this 
These  are  not  things,  that  I  am  to  make  out  representation  under  the  noost  scrupulous  at^ 
by  any  conclusion  of  mine ;  here  they  are,  herence  to  what  I  conceived  to  be  truth) 
made  out  by  himself  and  Mr.  Lark  ins,  and  should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  refer  to 
comparing  them  with  his  letter  of  the  27th,  this  paper,  I  am  confident  that  it  will  not  be 
jou  find  a  gross  fraud  covered  by  a  direct  found  to  differ  materially  from  the  substance  of 
falsehood.  this  representation.*' 

We  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Larkins's  ao  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  besides  these  two 
count  of  the  bonds ;  and  are  come  to  the  other  bonds,  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  the 
spocies  of  Mr.  Hastings's  frauds,  (for  there  is  company's,  and  one  bond  his  own,  that  he 
a  great  variety  in  them)  and  first  to  Cheit  slipped  into  the  place  of  tlie  bond  of  bis  own 
Sing's  bribe.  Mr.Larkins  came  to  the  know-  a  much  better,  namely,  a  bond  of  November, 
ledge  of  the  bond-money  through  Gunga  Grovin  which  he  never  mentioned  to  the  company  tiP 
Sing  azd  through  Canloo  Baboo:  of  this  bribe  the  22d  of  May;  and  this  bond  for  current 
he  was  not  in  the  secret  originally,  but  was  rupees  one  lack,  seventy-four  thousand,  or 
aflerwards  made  a  confidant  in  it :  it  was  car^  sicca  rupees  1,50,000,  was  taken  for  the  pay- 
ried  to  him  ;  and  the  account  he  gives  of  it  I  ment  stated  in  the  paper  No.  1,  to  have  been 
will  state  to  your  lordships.  **  The  fourth  made  to  Mr.  Crof\es  on  the  11th  Augun  1187| 
sum  stated  in  Mr.  Hastings's  account  was  which  corresponds  to  the  2Sd  of  November 
tho  produce  of  sundry  payments  made  to  roe  1780.  This  is  theNuddea  roooey,  and  this  is 
by  Sadamund,  Cheit  Sing's  buxey,  who  either  all  that  you  know  of  it ;  you  know  that  this 
brought  or  sent  tho  gold  mohurs  to  my  house,  money,  for  which  he  had  taken  this  other  bond 
from  whence  they  were  taken  by  me  to  Mr.  from  the  company,  was  not  his  own  neither, 
Croftes,  either  on  the  same  night  or  early  in  but  bribes  taken  from  the  other  provinces, 
the  morning  after  :  they  were  made  at  differ-  1  am  ashamed  to  be  troublesome  to  your 
ent  times,  and  I  well  remember  that  the  same  lordships  in  this  dry  affair,  but  the  detection  of 
people  never  came  twice.  On  the  2Ist  June  fraud  requires  a  good  deal  of  patience  and  as- 
1780,  Mr.  Hastings  sent  for  me,  and  desired  sideity,  and  we  cannot  wander  into  any  thing, 
that  I  would  take  charge  of  a  present,  that  that  can  relieve  the  mind  ;  if  it  was  in  my 
had  been  offered  to  him  by  Cheit  Sing's  buxey,  power  to  do  it  I  would  do  it.  I  wish  howevei 
under  the  plea  of  atoning  for  the  opposition,  to  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  this  last 
which  he  had  made  towards  the  payment  of  bribe,  before  I  quit  these  bonds.  Sudi  is  the 
the  extra  subsidy  for  defraying  part  of  the  ex-  confusion,  so  complicated,  so  intricate  are  these 
penses  of  the  war  ;  but  really  in  the  hope  of  bribe  accounts,  that  there  is  alwa)'8  something 
its  inducing  Mr.  Hastings  to  give  up  that  left  behind,  glean  never  so  much  from  the  pa- 
claim  ;  with  which  view  the  present  had  first  ragraphs  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Larkins. 
been  offered.  Mr.  Hastings  declared,  that  I  could  not  bring  them  to  account,  says  Mr. 
although  he  would  not  take  this  for  his  own  Larkins.  They  were  received  before  the  1st 
use,  he  would  apply  it  to  that  of  the  company,  and  2d  of  October.  Why  does  not  the  run- 
in  removing  Mr.  Francis's  objections  to  the  ning  treasury  account  give  an  account  of 
want  of  a  fund  for  defraying  the  extra  ex-  them?  The  committee  of  the  House  of  com 
penses  of  Colonel  Camac's  detachment.  On  mons  examined,  whether  the  running  treasury 
my  return  to  the  office,  I  wrote  down  the  sub-  account  had  any  such  account  of  sums  depoeit- 
stance  of  what  Mr.  Hastings  had  said  to  me,  ed :  no  such  thing ;  they  are  said  by  Mr.  Hat- 
and  requested  Rlr.  James  Miller,  my  deputy,  tings  to  bo  deposited  in  June ;  they  were  not 
to  seal  it  up  with  his  own  seal,  and  write  deposited  in  October,  nor  any  account  of  then 
upon  it,  that  he  had  then  done  so  at  my  r&-  given  till  the  January  following.  **  These 
^uest.  He  was  no  further  informed  of  my  bonds  (says  he)  I  could  not  enter  them  as  n» 
motive  for  this,  than  merely  that  it  contained  gular  money  to  be  entered  on  the  company's 
J»e  substance  of  a  conversation,  which  had  account,  or  in  any  public  way,  until  I  had  •■ 
massed  between  me  and  another  gentleman,  order  of  the  govemour-general  and  counciL" 
which,  in  case  that  conversation  should  here-  But  why  had  not  you  an  order  of  the  gover* 
after  become  the  subject  of  inquiry,  I  wished  nour-general  and  council  ?  We  are  not  calling 
o  be  able  to  adduce  the  memorandum  then  on  you,  Mr.  Larkins,  for  au  account  of  y«Ni 
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eooduct :  w«  are  callbg  upon  Mr.  Haitlngs  his  c&nyinf^  on  thii  patriotic  traffic,  at  he 
for  an  account  of  hit  conduct,  and  whidi  he  called  it.  Your  lordships  will  also  consider 
refers  to  you  to  explain.  Why  did  not  Mr.  both  the  person  who  employs  such  a  fraudu- 
Ilastings  order  you  to  carry  them  to  the  pub-  lent  accomptant,  and  his  ideas  of  hu  duly  in 
lie  aceotint.  "  Because  (says  he)  there  was  no  his  office.  These  are  matters  for  your  lord- 
other  way.**  Every  one,  who  knows  any  thing  ships*  grave  determination  ;  but  I  appeal  to 
of  a  treasinry  or  public  banking-place,  knows,  you,  upon  the  face  of  these  accounts,  whether 
that  if  any  person  brings  money  as  belonging  you  ever  saw  any  thing  so  gross  ;  and  whether 
to  the  public,  that  the  public  accomptant  is  any  man  could  be  daring  enough  to  attempt  to 
bound,  no  doubt,  to  receive  it,  and  enter  it  as  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  weakest  cf 
such  :  "  But  (says  he)  I  could  not  do  it  until  muikind,  much  more  to  impose  upon  such  a 
the  account  could  be  settled,  as  between  debtor  court  as  this,  such  accounts  as  these  are. 
and  creditor :  I  did  not  do  it  till  I  couki  put  oo  If  the  company  had  a  mind  to  inquire  what 
one  side  durbar  charts,  secret  service,  to  is  become  of  all  the  debts  due  to  them,  and 
anch  an  amount ;  and  balance  that  again  with  where  is  the  cahoolcat,  ho  refers  them  to  Gunga 
bonds  to  Mr.  Hastings  :*' that  is,  he  could  Govin  Sing.  Give  us  (say  they)  an  account 
not  make  an  entry  regularly  in  the  company*s  of  this  balance,  that  remains  in  your  hands.  I 
books  until  Mr.  Hastings  had  enabled  him  to  know  (says  he)  of  no  balance.  Why,  is  there 
commit  one  of  the  grossest  frauds  and  viola-  not  a  cabooloat ;  where  b  it ;  what  are  the 
tiooscfa  public  trust,  that  ever  was  committed,  date  and  circumstances  of  it  ?  There  is  no 
by  ordering  that  money  of  the  company's  to  be  such  cabooleat  existing.  This  is  the  case  even 
considered  as  his  own,  and  a  bond  to  bo  taken  where  you  have  the  name  of  the  person  through 
as  a  security  for  it  from  the  company,  as  if  it  whose  hands  the  money  passed.  But  suppose 
%vas  hi^  own.  the  inquiry  went  to  the  payments  of  the  Patna 

But  to  proceed  with  this  deposit.  What  cabooleat ;  Here  (they  say)  we  6nd  half  the 
is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Larkins*s  explanation  money  due  ;  out  of  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  it  ?  The  substance  of  this  explanation  is,  there  is  only  twenty  thousand  received  ;  give 
that  here  was  a  bribe  received  by  Mr.  Has-  us  some  account  of  it.  AVho  is  to  give  an  ac- 
tings from  Che  it  Sing,  guarded  with  such  count  of  it  ?  Here,  there  is  no  mention  made 
Krupulous  secrecy,  that  it  was  not  carried  to  of  the  name  of  the  person,  who  had  the  caboo- 
the  house  of  Mr.  Croftes,  who  was  to  receive  leat :  whom  can  they  eall  upon  ?  Mr.  Hastings 
it  finally,  but  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Larkins,  as  does  not  remember ;  Mr.  Larkins  does  not  tell ; 
a  less  suspected  place ;  and  that  it  was  con-  they  can  learn  nothing  about  it.  If  the  direo- 
veyed  in  various  sums,  no  two  people  ever  tors  had  a  disposition,  and  were  honest  enough 
returning  twice  with  the  various  payments,  to  the  proprietors  and  the  nation,  to  inquire 
which  made  up  that  sum  of  £.83,000  or  there-  into  it,  there  is  not  a  hint  given,  by  either  ol 
about*.  Now,  do  you  want  an  instance  of  those  persons,  who  received  the  Nuddea,  who 
prevarication,  and  trickery  in  an  account?  received  the  Patna,  who  received  the  Dinage- 
If  any  person  shoukl  inquire  whether  £.23,000  pore  peshcinh. 

had  been  paid  by  Cheit  Sing  to  Mr.  Hastings,        But,  in  what  court  can  a  suit  be  instituted, 

there  was  not  any  one  man  living,  or  any  per-  and  against  whom,  for  the  recovery  of  thu 

■on  concerned  in  the  ttsnsirtion,  except  Mr.  balance  of  £.40,000  out  of  £.95,000?  I  wish 

Larkins,  who  received  ii,  that  couki  give  an  your  k>rdships  to  examine  strictly  this  account, 

account  of  how  much  he  received,  or  who  to  examine  strictly  every  part,  both  of  the 

brought  iu    As  no  t<ro  |»cople  are  ever  his  account  itself,  and  Mr.  Lark ins*s  explanation: 

confdar.ts  in  the  same   u-ansaction  in  Mr.  compare  them  together,  and  divine,  if  you  can, 

Hastings's  accoa-?*^,  s')  here  no  two  people  what  remedy  the  company  could  have  for  their 

are  p^^rmittcr!  \o  M^e  cny  share  whatever  in  loss.    Can  your  lordships  believe,  that  this 

briririn^  the  several  fragments,  that  make  up  can  be  any  other  than  a  systematical,  delibe- 

thifr-  svnn.     T'libi  Lri'oe,  you  might  imagine,  rate  fi^aud,  grossly  conducted  ?  IwillnotaUow 

^oiUii  hive  been  entered  by  Mr.  Larkins  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  the  man,  he  represents 

some  puu'.ic  account,  at  least  to  the  fraudulent  himself  to  be ;  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  man  of 

account  of  Mr.  Hastings.    No  such  thing  ;  it  parts :  1  will  only  suppose  him  to  be  a  man  of 

was  never  entered,  till  the  November  following,  mere  common  sense.    Are  these  the  accounts 

It  was  not  entered,  till  Mr.  Francis  had  lefl  we  should  expect  from  such  a  man  T  And  yet 

Calcutta.    All  these  corrupt  transactions  were  he  and  Mr.  Larkins  are  to  be  magnified  to 

carried  on  privately  by  Mr.  Hastings  alone,  heaven  for  great  financiers  ;  and  this  is  to  be 

without  any  signification  to  hit  colleagues  of  called  book-keeping.    This  i«  the  Bengal 

Vol.  IU.-^1 
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ooont  iiTed  m  iniracul(r2tly  on  the  S2<I  of  lenti,  there  is  an  end  of  the  ooyeoantfl,  there  if 

May.  an  end  of  the  act  of  parliament,  there  it  u 

Next   ccir.ee  the  Psraian  account.    You  end  to  every  power  of  restraint.    Let  a  naa 

have  heard  of  a  present,  to  which  it  refers,  be  but  married,  and  if  his  wife  may  take  pre* 

It  has  been  already  sUteid,  but  it  must  be  a  sents,  that  moment  the  acts  of  parliament,  the 

good   deal  farther  explained.    Mr.  Larkins  covenants,  and  all  the  rest  expire !  There  is 

states,  that  this  account  was  taken  from  a  something  too  in  the  manners  of  the  Sast,th«t 

paper,  of  which  three  lines,  and  only  three  makes  this  a  much  more  dangerous  prmctiee. 

lines,  were  read  to  him  by  a  Persian  moon-  The  people  of  the  East,  it  is  well  known,  have 

shee;  and  it  is  not  pretended,  that  this  was  their  zenana,  the  apartment  for  their  wives,  at 

the  whole  of  it.    The  three  tines  reaul  are  as  a  sanctuary,  which  nobddy  can  enter — a  kind 

follows.     "  From   the    nabob  (meaning  the  of  holy  of  holies — a  consecrated  place,  safe  from 

nabob  of  Oude)  to  the  govemeur-general,  six  the  rage  cf  w!ir,  safe  from  the  (ury  of  tyranny, 

ladis,  £.60,000:  From  Hussein  Reza  KhAn  The  rapacity  of  man  lia^  here  its  bounds :  here 

and  Hyder  Bog  Kh&n  to  ditto,  three  lacks,  you  shall  come  and  no  fEiihsr.    But,  if  Eng- 

£.90,000;  and  ditto  to  Mrs.  Hastmgs,  one  gtish  ladies  can  go  intothese  zenanas,  and  there 

lack,  £ .10,000."  receive  preeents,  the  cativ^.s  of  Hiodostan  caa- 

Here,  I  say,  are  the  three  iinc«,  that  were  net  be  said  to  have  any  thing  left  of  their  own. 

it&d  by  s  Persian  moonshee.    Is  he  a  man  Every  one  knows,  that  in  tiie  wisest  and  best 

you  can  call  to  account  for  these  particulars  ?  time  of  tho  commonwealth  of  Rome,  towards 

No;  he  is  an  anonymous  moonshee:  his  name  the  latter  end  of  it  ;  (I  do  not  mean  the  best 

is  not  so  tnwch  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Larkins,  time  for  morals,  but  the  best  ibr  its  knowledge 

nor  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  you  find  how  to  correct  evil  govermnent,  and  to  dioose 

these   sums,  which  Mr.  Hastings  mentions,  the  proper  means  for  it ;)  it  was  an  e8t:LhiisQed 

as  a  sum   in  gross  given  to  himself,  are  not  rule,  that  no  govemour  of  a  province  should 

so.    They  were  given  by  three  persons ;  one,  take  his  wife  akuig  witii  him  into  his  province, 

six  lacks,  was  given  by  the  nabob  to  the  go-  wives  not  being  subject  to  the  laws  in  the  sane 

vemour :  another  of  three  lacks  more  by  Hus-  manner  as  their  husbands :  and  though  I  do 

sein  Reza  Khin ;  and  a  third,  one  lack,  by  not  impute  to  anyone  any  criminality  here ; 

both  of  them  clubbing,  as  a  present  to  Mrs.  I  should  think  myself  guilty  of  a  scandalous 

Hastings.    This  is  the  6rst  discovery,  that  ap-  dereliction  of  my  duty,  if  I  did  not  mention 

pears,  of  Mrs.  Hastings  having  been  concerned  the  fact  to  your  lordships.     But  I  press  it  no 

in  receiving  presents  for  the  govemour-gencral  further:  here  are  the  accounts, delivered  in  by 

and  others,  in  addition  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  Mr.  Larkins  at  Mr.  Hastings's  own  requisi- 

Cantoo  Baboo,  and  Mr.  Croftes.  Now,  if  this  tion. 

money  was  not  received  for  tlie  company,  is  it  The  three  lines,  which  were  read  cut  of  a 

proper  and  right  to  take  it  from  Mrs.  Hc:s;tings  ?  Persian  paper,  are  followed  by  a  long  ^urcount 

Is  there  honour  and  justice  in  taking  from  a  of  the  several  species,  in  which  this  present 

lady  a  gratuitous  present  made  to  her  ?    Yet  was  received,  and  converted  by  exchange, 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  has  applied  it  all  to  the  into  one  common  standard.    Now,  as  these 

company's  service.    He  has  done  ill,  in  suffer-  three  lines  of  paper,  which  are  ssid  to  ha\ 

ing  it  to  be  received  at  all,  if  she  has  not  jus'ly  been  read  out  of  a  Persian  paper,  contain  an 

and  properly  received  it.   Whether  in  fact  rtie  account  of  bribes  to  the  amount  of  £.100,000 

ever  received  this  money  at  all,  she  not  being  and  as  it  is  not  even  insinuated  that  this  wa. 

upon  the   spot,  as  I  can  find,  at  the  time,  the  whole  of  the  paper,  but  rather  the  amtrar^ 

(though  to  be  sure,  a  present  might  bo  sent  indirectly  implied,  I  shall  leave  it   for  your 

her,  I  neither  affirm  nor  deny,  farther  tlisn  that  lordships,  in  your  serious  consideration,  to 

as  Mr.   Larkins  says,  there  was  a  sum  of  judge  what  mines  of  bribery  that  paper  might 

£.10,000  from  these  ministers  to  Mrs.  Has-  contain.     For  why  did  not  Mr.  Larkins  get 

tings.    Whether  she  ever  received  any  other  tiie  whole  cf  that  paper  read  and  translated  7 

money  than  this,  I   also  neither  affirm   nor  The  moment  pny  man  stops  in  the  mklsl  cfan 

deny.    But,  in  whatever  manner  Mrs.  Has-  account,  he  is  stopping  in  the  midst  of  a  fraud, 

tings  received  this,  or  any  other  money,  I  must  My  lords,  I  iiave  one  further  remark  to  make 

say,  in  this  grave  place  in  which  I  stand,  that  upon  these  accotints:  The    cabooleats,   or 

if  the  wives  of  governours- general,  the  wives  agreements  for  the  payments  of  these  bribes, 

of  presidents  of  Council,  the  wives  of  the  prin-  amount,  in  the  three  specified  provinces,  to 

cipal  officers  of  the  India  company,  through  £.95,000.  Do  you  believe,  that  those  provinces 

all  the  various  departments,  can  receive  pre-  wore  thus  particularly  favoured  ?    I>)  jrou 
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think,  that  they  were  cfaoten  a>  a  little  dv  doned  prostitution  and  corruption,  which  he 

mesne  for  Mr.  Hastings  ?    That  they  were  has  practised  with  indemnity  and  impunity  to 

the  only  provinces  honoured  with  his  proteo-  this  day,  from  one  end  of  India  to  the  other, 
tion,  so  far  as  to  take  bribes  from  them  ?    Do        At  the  bead  of  the  only  account  we  hav* 

you  perceive  any  thing  in  their  local  situation,  of  these  transactions  stands  Dinagepore ;  and 

that  should  distinguish  them  from  other  pro-  it  now  only  remains  for  me  to  make  some 

vinces  of  Bengal  ?    What  is  the  reason  why  observations    upon   Mr.  Hastings's  proceed* 

Dinagepore,  Patna,  Nuddea,  should  have  the  ings  in  that   province.    Its  name,  then,  and 

post  of  honour  assigned  them  ?    What  rea-  that  money  was  taken  from  it,  is  all  that  af^ 

ton  can  be  given  for  not  taking  bribes  also  pears ;    but  from  whom,  by  what  hands,  bj 

^m  Burdwan,  from   Bishanpore,  in  short,  what   means,  under   what   pretence,  it   was 

from  all  the  sixty-eight  collections,  which  com-  taken,  he  has  not  told  you;  he  has  not  told 

priie  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  and  for  select-  his   employers.     I   believe,  however,  I  can 

ing  only  three?   How  came  he,  I  say,  to  bo  tell  from  whom  it  was  taken:  and  I  believe 

so  wicked  a  servant,  that,  out  of  sixty-eight  it  will  ^>pear  to  your  lordships,  that  it  mutt 

divisions,  he  chose  only  three  to  supply  the  have    been  taken  from  the  unhappy  rajah  of 

exigencies  of  the  company?    He   did  not  Dinagepore;  and  I  shall  in  a  very  few  worda 

do  his  duty  in  making  this  distinction,  if  he  state  the  circumstances  attending  and  the  8er> 

thought  that  bribery  was  the  best  way  of  sup-  vice  performed  for  it:  from  these  you  will  b« 

plying  the  company's  treasury ;  and   that  it  able  to  form  a  just  opinion  concerning  this 

formed  the  most  useful  and  effectual  resource  bribe. 

for  them ;  which  he  has  declared  over  and  over  Dinagepore,  a  large  province,  was  possess- 
sgain.  Was  it  right  to  lay  the  whole  weight  ed  by  an  antient  family,  the  last  of  whidb, 
of  bribery,  extortion,  and  oppression,  upon  about  the  year  1184  of  their  era,  the  rajah 
those  Uiree  provinces,  and  neglect  the  rest  ?  Bijanaut,  had  no  legitimate  issue.  When  he 
No ;  you  know,  and  must  know,  that  he,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  ho  wished  to  ex- 
extorts  firom  three  provinces,  will  extort  from  elude  from  the  succession  to  the  zemindary, 
twenty,  if  ihere  are  twenty.  You  have  a  stan-  hb  half  brother,  Cantoo  Naut,  with  whom  he 
dard,  a  measure  of  extortion,  and  that  is  all ;  had  lived  upon  ill  terms  for  many  years,  by 
ex  pede  Ilereuiem:  guess  from  thence  what  adopting  a  son.  Such  an  adoption,  when  a 
was  extorted  from  all  Bengal !  Do  you  believe  person  has  a  half  brother,  as  he  had,  in  my 
he  could  be  so  cruel  to  these  provinces,  so  poor  judgment,  is  not  countenanced  by  the 
partial  to  the  rest,  as  to  charge  them  with  that  Gentoo  laws.  But  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  who 
ioail,  with  £.95,000,  knowing  the  heavy  op-  was  placed  by  the  office  he  held,  at  the  head 
pression  they  were  sinking  under,  and  leave  all  of  the  registry,  where  the  records  were  kept, 
the  rest  untouched  ?  You  will  judge  of  what  by  whicli  the  rules  of  succession  according  to 
is  concealed  from  us  by  what  we  have  discover-  the  custom  of  the  country  are  ascertained, 
ed  through  various  means,  that  have  occurred  became  master  of  these  Gentoo  laws ;  and 
in  consequence  both  of  the  guilty  conscience  through  his  means  Mr.  Hastings  decreed  in 
of  the  person,  who  confesses  the  fact  with  favour  of  the  adoption.  We  find,  that  imme- 
respect  to  these  provinces,  and  of  the  vigour,  diately  after  this  decree,  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
perseverance,  and  sagacity  of  those,  who  have  received  a  cabooleat  on  Dinagepore  for  the 
forced  from  him  that  discovery.  It  is  not  8umof£.40,000,ofwhichitappears,thathehas 
therefore  fur  me  to  say,  that  the  £.100,000  and  actually  exacted  £.90,000,  though  he  has  paid 
£.95,000  only  were  taken.  Where  the  cir-  to  Mr.  Hastings  only  £J20,000.  We  find, 
cumstances  entitle  me  to  go  on,  I  must  not  be  before  the  young  rajah  had  been  in  possessioa 
stopped,  but  at  the  boundary  where  human  a  year,  his  natural  guardians  and  relations,  on 
nature  has  fixed  a  barrier.  one  pretence  or  another,  all  tui  ned  out  of  their 
You  have  now  before  you  the  true  reason  offices.  The  peshcush,  or  fj.ed  annual  rent 
why  he  did  not  choone  tiiat  this  affair  should  payable  to  the  company  for  his  zemindary,  fell 
come  before  a  court  of  justice.  Rather  than  into  arrear,  as  might  naturally  be  oxpecled. 
this  exposure  should  be  made,  he  to-day  would  from  the  rajah's  inability  to  pay  boCli  his  rent 
call  for  the  mountains  to  cover  him :  he  and  this  exorbitant  bribe,  extorted  from  a  ruin- 
would  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  business  of  ed  family.  Instantly,  under  pretext  of  this  ar- 
the  three  seals ;  into  any  thing  foreign  to  the  rearage,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  the  fictitious 
subject  I  am  now  discussing,  in  order  to  committee,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made 
keep  you  from  the  discovery  of  that  gross  for  his  wicked  purposes,  composed  of  Mr. 
kribery,  that  ahameful  pecoktioB,  that  alMW-  Anderson,  Mr.  Shore,  and  Mr.  Croftea,  who 
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flvwv  bat  tbe  toob,  as  they  tell  Oi  tbeavdvw,  drnfinmid  with   the  bt« 

of  Goni^  Gorin  Sinf ,  ^ve  that  moater  of  Hasting  Eaq.  npoa  tbe 

kiquity,  Debi  Sing,  the  gorenmeat  of  thk  o|ipfffw>d  Oi,  look  wmmej  firoa  «  bj 

fcnilj.    Tbej  put  thii  noble  inlant,  this  mile-  aad  force,  aad  raiiied  tbe 

rable  rmjah,  together  with  the  naiM|[[emeDt  of  we,  open  the  streofth  of  oor  relifios,  which 

the  provinces  of  Dinafepore  and  Rongpore,  we  thiak  it  itumbegrt  on  and  aeeeamy  far 

inSo  his  wicked  and  abominaMe  haadf ;  where  ua  to  abide  hj,  foUowinf  the  mlea  laid  dowa 

the  rarages  be  eommitted  excited  what  waa  in  givinf  eridMioe,  declare  the  parfimiari  cf 

called  a  rebeUioa,  that  forced  him  to  fly  Crom  the  acu  and  deeds  of  Wanes  Haatiagi,  Eaq 

the  country,  and  into  which  I  do  not  wonder  fofl  of  ciiuiuispection  and   cantioB,   cirili^ 

be  i^iould  be  desirous  that  a  political  and  noC  and  justice,  soperioor  to  the  caadon  of  the 

a  juridical  inquiry  should  be  made.    The  most  learned;  and  by  reprwarntiag  what  is 

savage  barbarities,  which  were  there  perpe-  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts,  thai  have  pomes 

trated,  I  have  already,  in  the  execution  of  my  aed  the  minds  of  the   ministers  of  England : 

duty,  brought  before  this  House  and  my  ooon-  That  Mr.  Hastings  is  poaseased  of  Bdelity 

try ;  and  it  will  be  seen,  when  we  come  to  the  and  coo6denoe,  and  yielding  proCaetioa  to  as ; 

proof,  whether  what  I  have  asserted  waa  the  that  he  is  dear  of  the  contamination  of  sua- 

eflect  eiiher  of  a  deluded  judgment  or  disor-  trust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  oor^ 

dercd  imagination  ;  and  whether  the  facts  I  tousnem  or  avarice.    During  the  time  of  his 

state  cannot  be  substantiated  by  authentic  re-  administration  no  one  saw  other  oooduct  than 

ports,  and  were  none  of  my  invention :  and,  that  of  protection  to  tbe  hnsbandoMn  and  jus- 

lastly,  whether  the  means,  that  were  taken  to  tice ;  no  inhabitant  ever  experienced  afflio* 

discredit  them,  do  not  infinitely  aggravate  the  tioos,  no  one  ever  felt  oppression  from  him ; 

guilt  of  the  oflfenders.     Mr.  Hastings  wanted  our  reputations   have   aiways  been  guarded 

to  fly  from  judicial  inquiry ;  he  wanted  to  put  from  attacks  by  his  prudence,  and  our  families 

Debi  Sing  any  where  but  in  a  court  of  jus-  have  always  been  protected  by  his  justice.  He 

lice.     A  court  of  justice,  where  a  direct  as-  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kind- 

sertion  is  brought  forward,  and  a  direct  proof  ness  towards  us,  but   healed  the  wounds  ot 

applied  to   it,  is  an   element   in  which   he  despair  with  the  nlve  of  consolation,  by  means 

cannot  live  for   a  moment.    He  would  seek  of  his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  nevei 

refuge  any  where,  even  in  the  very  sanctuary  permitting  one  of  us  to  sink  in  the  pit  of  do* 

of  his  accusers,  rather  than  abide  a  trial  with  spondence.    He  supported  every  one  by  hif 

bim  in  a  court  of  justice :  but  the  House  of  goodness ;  overset  the  designs  of  ei^minded 

Commons  was  too  just  not  to  send  him  to  this  men  by  his  authority ;  tied  the  hands  of  op> 

tribunal,   whose  justice  they   cannot  doubt,  pression  with  the  strong  bandage  of  joslice, 

whose  penetration  he  cannot  elude,  and  whose  and  by  these  means  expanded  the  ^easing 

decision  will  justify  thme  managers,  whose  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us :  he 

characters  he  attempted  to  defame.  re-established  justice  and  impartiality.    We 

But  this  is  not  all.  Wo  find,  that  afler  the  were,  during  his  government,  in  the  enjoy- 
cruel  sale  of  thb  infant,  who  was  properly  and  ment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and  many 
directly  under  the  guardianship  of  the  compa-  of  us  are  thankful  and  aatisfied.  As  Mr. 
ny,  (for  the  company  acts  as  steward  and  de-  Hastings  was  wdl  acquainted  with  our  man- 
wan  of  the  province,  which  office  has  the  ners  and  customs,  he  %vas  alwajrs  desirous,  in 
guardianship  of  minors,)  after  he  had  been  every  respect,  of  doing  whatever  would  pre- 
robbed  of  £.40,000  by  the  hands  of  Gunga  serve  our  religious  rights,  and  guard  them 
Govin  Sing,  and  afterwards,  under  pretence  against  every  kind  of  accident  and  injury ; 
of  his  being  in  debt  to  the  company,  delivered  and  at  all  times  protected  tn.  Whatever  we 
into  the  hands  of  that  monster,  Debi  Sing,  have  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever 
Mr.  Hastings,  by  way  of  anticipation  of  these  happened  from  him,  we  have  written  withoOt 
charges,  and  in  answer  to  them,  has  thought  deceit  or  exaggeration." 
proper  to  produce  the  certificate  from  this  im-  My  Icmls,  Uiis  Radanaut,  zemindar  of  tbe 
fortunate  boy,  which  I  will  now  again  read  to  purguruiah,  who,  as  your  lordships  hear,  bears 
you : —  evidence  upon  oath  to  all  the  great  and  good 

'<  I,  Radanaut,  zemindar  of  purgunnah  Ha-  qualities  of  the  goveniour,  and  particularly, 

vety,  Penjuna,  &c.  commonly  called  Dinagc-  to  bis  absolute  freedom  from  covetousness ; 

pore : — As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  mut-  this  person,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appeals, 

seddies,  and  the  respectable  oflScers  of  my  ze-  was,  as  the  committee  state,  a  boy  between 

mindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  are  five  and  six  yeara  old  at  tha  time  when  he  was 
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giren  into  the  hands  of  Debi  Sing ;  and  when         The  moment  an  Engliihman  tppeara,  as 

Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  which  was  in  1786|  this  gentleman  does  in  the  province  of  Dina- 

was  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old?  gepore,  to  collect  certificates  for  Mr.  Ha» 

This  is  the  sort  of  testimony,  that  Mr.  Has-  tings,  it  is  a  command  for  them,  the  peopla, 

tings  produces,  to  prove,  that  ho  was  clear  to  say  what  he  pleases. 
from  all  sort  of  extortion,  oppression,  and  cove-        And  here,  my  lords,  I  would  wish  to  aay 

lousness,  in  this  very  zemindary  of  Dinage-  something  of  the  miserable  situation  of  the 

pore.    This  boy,  who  is  so  observant,  who  is  people  of  that  country  ;  but  it  is  not  in  my 

■0  penetrating,  who  is  so  accurate  in  his  know-  commission,  and  1  must  be  silent;  and  shall 

ladgc  of  the  whole  government  of  Mr.  Has-  only  request  your  lordships  to  observe,  how 

ting9,  was,  I  say,  when  he  left  his  government,  this  crime  of  bribery  grows  in  Its  magnitude, 

at  the  utmost,  but  eleven  years  and  a  half  old.  First,  the  bribe  is  taken  through  Gunga  Gh>- 

Now,  to  what   an  extremity  is  this  unhappy  vin  Sing,  from  this  infant,  for  his  succession 

man  at  your  bar  driven,  when  oppressed  by  to  the  zemindary.      Next  folk>ws,   the  re- 

this  accumulative  load  of  corruptioa  charged  moval  from  their  offices,  and  consequent  ruin, 

upon  him,  and  seeing  his  bribery,  his  prevar  of  all  his  nearest  natural  relations.     Then 

rication,  his  fraudulent  bonds  brought  before  the  delivery  of  the  province  to  Debi  Sing, 

you,  he  gives  the  testimony  of  this  chiU,  who  upon  the  pretence  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 

fcr  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  lived  900  miles  company,  with  all  tba  subsequent  horrours 

from  the  seat  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  committed  under  the  management  of  that  atro- 

Consider  the  miserable  situation  of  this  poor  cious  villain.     And  lastly,  the  gross  subor- 

unfortunate  boy,  made  to  swear,  with  all  the  nation  of  perjury,  in  making  this  erretched 

solemnities  of  his  religion,  that  Mr.  Hastings  minor,  under  twelve  years  of  age,  bear  testi- 

was  never  guilty  in  his  province  of  any  act  of  mony,  upon  oath,  to  the   good  qualities  of 

rapacity.     Such  are  the  testimonies,  which  Mr.  Hastings,  and  of  his  government;  this 

are  there  called   rozannammas,  in  favour  of  minor,  I  say,  who  lived  800  miles  from  the 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  which  all  India  is  said  to  seat  of  his  governmout,  and  who,  if  he  knew 

sound.    I>o  we  attempt  to  conceal  them  from  any  thing  at  all  of  his  own  affairs,  must  hava 

your  lordships  ?    No,  we  bring  them  forth  to  known  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  cause  of 

show  you  the  wickedness  of  the  man,  who,  all  his  sufferings. 

after   he  has  rubbed  innocence,  after  he  has         My  lords,  I  have  now  gone  through  tha 

divided  the  spoil  between  Gunga  Gov  in  Sing  whole  of  what  I  have  in   charge.    I   hava 

and  himself,  gets  the  party  robbed  to  perjure  lak)  before  you  the  covenants,  by  which  tha 

himself  for  his  sake,  if  such  a  creature  is  ca-  company  have   thought  fit  to  guard  against 

pable  of  being  guilty  of  peijury.     We  have  the  avarice  and  rapacity  of  their  govemoors. 

another  rozannamma  sent  from  Nuddea,  by  a  I  have  shown,  that  they  positively  forbid  tba 

person   nearly  under  the  same  circumstances  taking  of  all  sorts  of  bribeis  and  presents :  and 

with  Radanaut,  namely,  Maha  Rajah  Dhe-  I  have  stated  the  means  adopted  by  them 

raja  l^colbrftnd  Bahadre,  only  made  to  differ  for  preventing  the  evasion  of  tLeir  orders,  by 

in  some  expressions  from  the  former,  that  it  directing,  in  all  money  transactions,  the  pul^ 

might  not  appear  to  originate  from  the  same  'icily  of  them.    I  have  farther  shown,  that, 

hand.     These  miserable  rozannammas  he  de-  in  order  to  remove  every  temptation  to  a 

livers  to  you   as  the   collected  voice  of  the  breach  of  their  orders,  the  next  step  was  the 

country,  to  show  how  ill-founded  the   impren-  framing  a  legal  fiction,  by  which  presents  and 

sions  are  which  commiuees  of  the  House  of  money,  under  whatever  pretence  taken,  were 

Commons  (for  to  them  they  allude,  I  suppose)  made  the  legal  property  of  the  company,  in 

have  taken  concerning  this  man,  during  their  order  to  enable  them  to  recover  them  out  of 

inquiries  into  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  any  rapacious  hands,  that  might  violate  the 

the  company  in  India.  new  act  of  parliament.    I  have  also  stated 

Befire  I  quit  this  subject,  I  have  only  to  this  act  of  parliament.    I  have  stated  Mr. 

|ive  you  the  opinion  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  a  Hastings's  sense  of  it.   I  have  stated  the  vio- 

aame  consecrated  to  respect  for  ever,  (your  lation  of  it  by  his  taking  bribes  from  all  quar- 

kxtlships  know  lum  in  this  house  as  well  as  ters.    I  have  stated  the  frauduUwt  bonds,  by 

I  do)  respecting  these  petitions  and  certifi-  which  he  claimed  a  security  for  money  as 

aates  of  good  b^aviour: —  his  own,  which  belonged  to  the  company. 

"  From  the  reasons  and  sentiments,  that  I  have  stated  the  series  of  frauds,  prevaricn- 

*hey  .ootain,  &c.  tions,  conceabnents,  and  aH  that  mystery  of 

[litis  dotmmaU  coMMtf  btfmmi,]  iniquity,  which  1  waded  through  with  pais 
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to  myself,  1  am  sure,  and  with  infinite  pain,  haps  properly,  with  being  a  sollen,  nwocial, 
I   foar,   to  your  lorddhips.     I  have  shown  cold,  unpleasant  race  of  men ;  and  as  incon- 
your  lordships,  that  his  evasions  of  the  clear  stant  as  the  climate  in  which  ihey  are  bom. 
words  of  his  covenant,  and  the  clear  words  These  are  the  vices,  which  the  enemies  of 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  were  such  as  did  the  kingdom  charged  them  with,  and  people 
not  arise  from  an  erroneous  judgment,  but  are  seldom  charged  with  vices,  of  which  they 
fit>m  a  corrupt  intention :  and,  I  believe,  you  do  not  in  some  measure  partake.    But  no* 
▼ill  find,  that  his  attempt  to  evade  the  law  body  refused  them  the  character  of  being  aa 
aggravates  infinitely  his  guilt  in  breaking  it.  open-hearted,  candid,  liberal,  plain,  sincere 
In  all  this  I  have  only  opened  to  you  the  pack-  people  ;  qualities,  which  would  cancel  a  thoo- 
age  of  this  business ;  I  have  opened   it  to  sand  faults,  if  they  had  them, 
ventilate  it,  and  give  air  to  it:  I  have  opened         But  if,  by  conniving  at  these  frauds,  yoQ 
it,  that  a  quarantine   might  be  performed ;  once  teach  the  people  of  England  a  conceal- 
jhat  the  sweet  air  of  heaven,  which  is  poUut-  ing,  narrow,  suspicious,  guarded  conduct :  if 
ed  by  the  poison  it  contains,  might  be  let  you  teach  them  qualities  directly  the  coo- 
loose  upon  it,  and  that  it  may  be  aired  and  trary  to  those  by  which   they  have  hitherto 
ventilated    before    your    lordships    touch   it.  been  distinguished  :  if  you  make  them  a  na 
Those,   who  folk>w  me,  will  endeavour  to  tion  of  concealers,  a  nation  of  dissemblers,  a 
explain  to  your  k>rdships,  what  Mr.  Hastings  nation  of  liars,  a  nation  of  forgers ;  my  lords, 
has  endeavoured  to  involve  in  mystery,  by  if  you,  in  one  word,  turn  them  into  a  people 
bringing  proof  aAer  proof,  that  every  bribe,  of  banyant,  the  character  of  England,  that 
that  was   here  concealed,  was  taken  with  character,  which  more  than  our  arms  and 
corrupt  purposes,  and  followed  with  the  most  more  than  our  commerce  has  made  us  a  great 
pernicious  consequences.    These  are  things,  nation,  the  character  of  England  will  be  gooe 
which  will  be  brought  to  you  in  proof.    I  and  lost. 

have  only  regarded  the  system  of  bribery ;  I         Our  liberty  is  as  much  in  danger,  as  our 

have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  it  is  a  sys-  honour  and  our  national   character.      We, 

lem  of  mystery  and  concealment ;  and,  conse-  who  here  appear  representing  the  Commons 

quently,  a  system  of  fraud.  of  England,  are  not  wild  enough,  not  to  trem- 

You  now  see  some  of  the  means,  by  which  ble  botfi  for  ourselves  and  for  our  constituenti, 
fortunes  have  been  made,  by  certain  piersons,  at  the  effect  of  riches  :  **  Opttm  mttuenda 
in  India;  you  see,  the  confederacies  they  patesias.**  We  dread  the  operation  of  money, 
have  formed  with  one  another  for  their  mutual  Do  we  not  know,  that  there  are  many  men, 
concealment  and  mutual  support;  you  will  who  wait,  and  who  indeed  hardly  wait,  tha 
see,  how  they  reply  to  their  own  deceitful  event  of  this  prosecution,  to  let  loose  all  the 
inquiries  by  fraudulent  answers  ;  you  will  corrupt  wealth  of  India,  acquired  by  the  op- 
see,  that  Cheltenham  calls  upon  Calcutta,  pression  of  that  country,  for  the  corruptioa  of 
as  one  deep  calls  upon  another ;  and  that  the  all  the  liberties  of  this  :  and  to  fill  the  parlia- 
call,  which  is  made  for  explanation,  is  answer-  ment  with  men,  who  are  now  the  object  of 
ed  in  mystery ;  in  short,  you  will  see  the  very  its  indignation.  To-day,  the  Commons  oC 
constitution  of  their  minds  here  developed.  Great  Britain  prosecute  the  delinquents  of 

And  now,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situation  are  India.  To-morrow  the  delinquents  of  Indk 
we  all  placed.  This  prosecution  of  the  Com-  may  be  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  We 
mons  (I  wish  to  have  it  understood,  and  I  know,  I  say,  and  feel  the  force  of  money; 
am  sure  I  shall  not  be  disclaimed  in  it)  is  a  and  we  now  call  upon  your  k)rdship8  for  jus- 
prosecution  not  only  for  the  punishing  a  de-  tice  in  this  cause  of  money.  We  call  upon 
Unquent,  a  prosecution  not  merely  for  pre-  you  for  the  preservation  of  our  manners- 
venting  this  and  that  offence,  but  it  is  a  of  our  virtues.  We  call  upon  you  for  om 
great  censorial  prosecution,  for  the  purpose  national  character.  We  call  upon  vou  fbf 
of  preserving  the  manners,  characters,  and  our  liberties ;  and  hope,  that  the  freeaom  of 
virtues,  ihat  characterize  the  people  of  Eng-  the  Commons  will  be  preserred  by  the  justioi 
land.  The  situation  in  which  we  stand  is  of  the  k>rds. 
dreadful.  ■  These  people  pour  m   upon  us 

every  day.    They  not  only  bring  with  them         *^*ln  this  article  Mr.  Burl  e  was  support^ 

the  wealth,  which  they  have   acquired,  but  edonthe  16th  of  February  1790,  by  Mr.  An- 

they  bring  with  them  into  our  country  the  atruther,  who  opened  the  remaining  part  of  tha 

rices  by  which  it  was  acquired.    Formerly  sixth  article,  and  part  of  tlie  seventh  a*licle, 

the  people  of  England  were  censured,  and,  per-  and  the  evidence  was  summed  up  and  enforced 
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Igr  him.     The  rest  of  the  evidence  upon  the  their  proceeding  on  the  tria.  of  Warren  Hts- 

■ixth,  and  on  part  of  the  serenlh,  eighth,  and  tings,  Esquire,  and  to  report  what  they  found 

fourteenth  articles,  were  respectively  opened  theitiin  to  the  House  ;  (which  committee  were 

and  enforced  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other  of  the  the  managers  appointed  to  make  good  the  ar- 

managers,  on  the  7th  and  9th  of  June,  in  the  ticks  of  impeachment  against  the  said  War* 

same  session.  ten  Hastings,  Esquire ;  (and  who  were  after- 

On  the  23d  May  1791,  Mr.  St.  John  opened  wards  instructed  to  report  the  several  matters 

the  fourth   article  of  charge  ;  and  evidence  which  had  occurred  since  the  commencement 

was  heard  in  support  of  the  same.    In  the  of  the  prosecution,  and  which  had,  in  their 

following  sessions  of  1792,  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  contributed  to  the  duration  thereof  to 

counsel  were  heard  in  his  defence,  which  was  that  time,  with  their  observations  thereupon.— 

eontinued  through  the  whole  of  Uie  sessions  On  the  SOlh  of  April,  the  following  report, 

of  1793.  written  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  adopted  by  the 

On  the  5th  of  March  1794,  a  select  commit-  committee,  was  presented  to  the   House  of 

tee  was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  Commons,  and  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 

(o  inspect  the  lords'  journals,  b  relation  to  printed.— Edit. 


REPORT 

MADE  ON  THE  30tb  APRIL  1794,  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
APPOINTED  TO  INSPECT  THE  LORDS'  JOURNALS.  IN  RELATION  TO  THEIR  PROCEED 
ING  ON  THE  TRUL  OP  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQUIRE.  AND  TO  REPORT  WHAT  THEY 
nND  THEREIN  TO  THE  HOUSE;  (WHICH  COMMITTEE  WERE  THE  MANAGERS  APPOINT- 
ED TO  MAKE  GOOD  THE  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  AGAINST  THE  SAID  WARREN 
HASTINGS,  ESQUIRE;)  AND  WHO  WERE  AFTERWARDS  INSTRUCTED  TO  REPORT  THE 
SEVERAL  MATTERS  WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  SINCE  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 
SAID  PKOSECUnON,  AND  WHICH  HAVE,  IN  THEIR  OPINION, CONTRIBirFED  TO  THE  DU 
RATION  THEREOF  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THEREUPON 

Your  committee  has  received  two  powers  Your  committee  has  considered,  first,  the 
C'om  the  House — The  first  on  the  5th  of  March  mere  fact  of  the  duration  of  the  trial,  which 
1794,  to  inspect  the  lords' journals,  in  relation  they  find  to  have  commenced  on  the  ISlh  day 
in  their  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Warren  of  February  1788,  and  to  have  continued,  by 
Hastings,  Esquire,  and  to  rep«jrt  what  they  various  adjournments,  to  the  said  17th  of 
find  therein  to  the  House.  The  second  is  an  March.  During  that  period  the  sittings  of  the 
instruction  given  on  the  17th  day  of  the  same  court  have  occupied  om  hundred  and  eighteen 
utonth  of  March,  to  this  efiect :  That  your  days,  or  about  one-third  of  a  year.  The  dis- 
committee  do  report  to  this  House,  the  several  tribution  of  the  sitting  days  in  each  year  is  as 
matters  which  have  occurred  since  the  com-  follows 
mencement  of  the  said  prosecution,  and  which 
have,  in  their  opinion,  contributed  to  the  du- 
ration thereof  to  the  present  time,  with  their 
observations  thereupon. 

Your  committee  is  sensible  that  the  dura- 
tion of  the  said  trial,  and  the  causes  of  dura- 
tion, as  well  as  the  matters  which  have  therein 
occurred,  do  well  merit  the  attentive  consider- 
ation of  this  House  ;  we  have  therefore  en- 
deavoured, with  all  diligence,  to  employ  the 
powers  that  have  been  granted,  and  to  execute 
the  orders  tliat  have  been  given  to  us,  arH  to  Your  committee  then  proceeded  K>  consider 
report  thereon  as  speedily  as  possible,  ttA  as  ^  causes  of  this  duration,  with  regard  to 
fully  as  the  time  wouU  admit.  time,  as  measured  by  the  calendai  and  also  as 


Days. 

In  the  year  1788,  the  court 

sat 

-      S5 

1789, 

. 

-    17 

1790,      - 

m 

-        14 

1791, 

m 

-      6 

179t,        -       . 

ft 

-        SS 

179S, 

. 

-    » 

1794,  to  the  first  of  »iurch, 

iocl 

lusive    S 

Total 

-       118 

/ 
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measured  by  the  number  of  days  occupied  in 
actual  sitting.  They  find,  on  examining  the 
duration  of  the  trial,  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  years  which  it  has  lasted,  that  it 
has  been  owing  to  several  prorogations,  and 
to  one  dissolution  of  parliament;  to  discus- 
sions which  are  suoDosed  to  hare  arisen  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  on  the  legality  of  the  continu- 
ance of  impeachments  from  parliament  to  par- 
iament ;  that  it  has  been  owing  to  the  number 
and  length  of  the  adjournments  of  the  court ; 
particularly  the  adjournments  on  account  of 
the  circuit,  which  adjournments  were  inter- 
posed in  the  middle  of  the  session,  and  the 
most  proper  time  for  business;  that  it  has 
been  owing  to  one  adjournment,  made  in 
consequence  of  a  complaint  of  the  prisoner 
against  one  oT  your  managers,  which  took  up 
a  space  of  ten  days ;  thai  two  days*  adjourn- 
ments w^cre  mado  en  account  of  the  illness  of 
certain  of  the  managers :  and,  as  far  as  your 
committee  can  judge,  two  sitting  days  were 
prevented  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  dere- 
liction of  defence  of  the  prisoner  at  the  close  of 
the  last  sessions,  your  managers  not  having  been 
then  ready  to  produce  their  evidence  in  reply, 
nor  to  moiie  their  observations  on  the  evidence 
produced  by  the  prisoner's  counsel;  as  they 
expected  the  whole  to  have  been  gone  through 
before  they  were  called  on  for  their  reply.  In 
this  session,  your  committee  computes  that 
the  trial  was  delayed  about  a  week  or  ten 
days.  The  lords  waited  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Marquis  Comwallis,  the  prisoner  wishing 
to  avail  himself  of  the  testimony  of  that  noble 
person. 

With  regard  to  iho  118  days  employed  in 
actual  sitting,  the  distribution  of  the  business 
was  in  the  manner  following :  There  were 
spent, 

Dajrs. 
In  rettding  the  articles  of  impeachment, 
and  the  defendant's  answer,  and  in 
debate  on  the  mode  of  proceeeding      8 
Opening  speeches,  and  summing  up  by 

the  managers        -        -        -        -     19 
Documentary  and  oral  evidence  by  the 
managers        ....  51 

*  Opening  speeches  and  summing  up  by 
the  defendant's  counsel,  and  defend- 
ant's addresses  to  the  court        -         2t 
Documentary  and  oral  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant        -  2S 


118 


l*he  other  head,  namely,  that  the  trial  has 
•octipied  118  days,  or  nearly  one-third  of  a 


year.  This  your  committee  conceivas  to 
have  arisen  from  the  following  immediata 
causes  :  First,  The  nature  and  extent  of  the 
matter  to  be  tried.  Secondly,  The  general 
nature  and  quality  of  the  evidence  produced , 
it  was  principally  documentary  evidence,  coo* 
tained  in  papers  of  great  length,  the  whole  of 
which  was  oden  required  to  be  read,  whea 
brought  to  prove  a  single  short  fact ;  or  it  was 
oral  evidence,  in  which  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  the  number  and  description  of 
the  witnesses  examined  and  cross-examined. 
Thirdly,  and  principally.  The  duration  of  the 
trial  is  to  attributed  to  objections  taken  by  the 
prisoner's  counsel  to  the  admissibility  of  seve- 
ral documents  and  persona,  offered  as  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  These  objeo- 
jecticms  amounted  to  sixty-two :  they  gave  rise 
to  several  debates,  and  to  twelve  references 
from  the  court  to  the  judges.  On  the  part  of 
tho  managers,  the  number  of  objections  waa 
small;  the  debates  upon  them  were  short; 
there  was  not  upon  them  any  reference  to  the 
judges ;  and  the  lords  did  not  even  retire  upor 
any  of  them  to  the  chamber  of  parliament. 

This  last  cause  of  the  number  of  sitting 
days,  your  committee  considers  aa  far  more 
imp<irtaat  than  all  the  rest.  The  questions 
upon  the  admissibility  of  evidence;  the  man- 
ner in  v«hich  these  questions  were  stated  and 
were  decided ;  the  noodes  of  proceeding ;  the 
great  uncertainty  of  the  principle  upon  which 
evidence  in  that  court  is  to  be  admitted  or  re- 
jected :  all  these  appear  to  your  committee 
materially  to  afiei*.!  the  constitution  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  as  a  court  of  judicature,  as 
well  as  its  powers,  and  the  purposes  it  was  in- 
tended to  answer  in  the  state.  The  peers  have 
a  valuable  interest  in  the  conservation  of  their 
own  lawful  privileges:  but  this  interest  is  not 
confined  to  the  lords.  The  Comnioos  ought  to 
partake  in  the  advantage  of  the  judicial  rights 
and  privileges  of  that  high  court.  Courts  are 
made  for  tlie  suitors,  and  not  the  suitors  for  the 
court.  The  conservation  of  all  other  porta  of 
the  law,  the  whole  indeed  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  subject,  ultimately  depends 
upon  the  preservation  of  the  law  of  parliament 
in  its  original  force  and  authority. 

Your  committee  had  reason  to  entertain  ap 
prehensions,  that  certain  proceedings  in  this 
trial  may  possibly  limit  and  weaken  the  means 
of  carrying  on  any  future  impeachment  of  the 
Commons.  As  your  committee  felt  these  ap- 
prehensions strongly,  they  thought  it  their 
duty  to  begin  with  humbly  summitting  facts  and 
observations,  on  the  proceedings  concerning 
evidence,  to  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
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oefbro  they  proceed  to  state  the  other  matters  an  opinion,  that  they  have  virtually  submitted 

4fhich  come  wiihin  the  scope  of  the  directions  to  a  division  of  their  legal  powers ;  or  that,  put- 

tfvhich  they  have  received.  ting  chemselves  into  the  situation  of  mere  triers 

To  enable  your  committee  the  better  to  ex-  or  jurors,  they  may  suffer  the  evidence  in  tha 

scute  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  in  carrying  cause  to  be  produced  or  not  produced  before 

on  the  impeachment  of  thb  House,  and  to  find  them,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  judgw 

some  principle  on  which  they  were  to  order  of  the  inferiour  courts, 
and  regulate  their  conduct  therein,  they  found 

it  necessary  to  look  attentively  to  the  jurisdic-  LAW  OF  PARLIAMENT, 
tion  of  the  court  in  which  they  were  to  act 

for  this  House,  and  into  its  laws  and  rules  of  Your  committee  finds,  that  the  lords,  in 

proceeding,  as  well  as  into  the  rights  and  ter  of  appeal  or  impeachment  in  parliament, 
powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  im*  '  not  of  right  obliged  to  proceed  according  to  tb« 

peachments.  course  or  rules  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  or  by 

those  of  the  law  or  usage  of  any  of  the  infe- 

RELATION  OF  THE  JUDGES,  &c.  TO  riour  courts  in  Westminster  Hall ;  but  by  th« 

THE  COURT  OF  PARLIAMENT.  law  and  usage  of  parliament.    And  your  com- 

mittee  finds,  that  this  has  been  declared  in  th< 

Upon  examining  into  the  course  of  proceed-  most  clear  and  explicit  manner,  by  the  Houss 

ing  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  into  the  rela-  of  Lords,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1387  and  1388 

tion  which   exists  between  the  peers  on  the  in  the  11th  year  of  King  Richard  the  Second, 

one  hand,  snd  their  attendants  and  assistants,  ^Ppon  an  appeal  in  parliament  then  depend- 

the  Judges  of  the  realm,  barons  of  the  exchequer  ing,  against  certain  great  persons,  peers  and 

of  the  coif,  the  king's  learned  council,  and  the  commoners,  the  said  appeal  was  referred  to  tha 

civilians  masters  of  the  chancery,  on  the  other ;  justices  and  other  learned  persons  of  the  law ; 

it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  these  judges  "At  which  time"  (it  is  said  in  the  record) 

and  other  persons  learned  in  the  common  and  ''  that  the  justices  and  Serjeants,  and  others 

civil  laws,  are  no  integrant  and  necessary  part  the  learned  in  the  law  civil,  were  charged,  by 

of  that  court.    Their  writM  of  summons  are  order  of  the  king  our  sovereign  aforesaid,  to 

essentially  different ;  and  it  does  not  appear  give  their  faithful  counsel  to  the  lords  of  tha 

that  they  or  any  of  them  have,  or  of  right  ought  parliament,  concerning  the  duo  proceeding! 

to  have,  a  deliberative  voice,  cither  actually  in  the  cause  of  the  appeal  aforesaid.     The 

or  virtually,  in  the  judgments  given  in  the  high  which  justices,  Serjeants,  and  the  learned  in 

court  of  parliament.      Their  attendance  in  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  and  also  the  learned 

that  court  is  solely  ministerial ;  and  their  an-  in  the  law  civil,  have  taken  the  same  into  de- 

fwers  to  questions  put  to  them,  are  not  to  be  liberation ;  and  have  answered  to  the  said  lords 

regarded  as  declaratory  of  the  law  of  parlia-  of  parliament,  that  they  had  seen  and  well  oof>> 

ment,  but  are  merely  consultory  responses,  in  sidered  the  tenour  of  the  said  appeal ;  and  they 

order  to  furnish  such  matter  (to  be  submitted  •  say,  that  the  same  appeal  was  neither  roads 

to  the  judgment  of  the  peers)  as  may  be  use-  nor  pleaded  according  to  the  order  which  the 

ful   in  reasoning  by  analogy,  so  far  as  the  one  law  or  the  other  requires.    Upon  whicl* 

nature  of  the  rules,  in  the  respective  courts  of  the  said  lords  of  parliament  have  taken  the 

the  learned  persons  consulted,  shall  appear  to  same  into  deliberation  and  consultation,  and 

the  House  to  be  applicable  to  the  nature  and  by  the  assent  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  and  ol 

circumntance  of  the  case  before  them,  and  no  their  common  agreement,  it  was  declared,  tha* 

olhorwise.  in  so  high  a  crime  as  that  which  is  charged  in 

this  appeal,  which  touches  the  person  of  out 

rURISDICTION  OF  THE  LORDS.  lord  the  king,  and  the  state  of  the  whole  king- 
dom, perpetrated  by  persons  who  are  peers  of 

Your  committee  finds.  That  in  all  impeach-  the  kingdom,  along  with  others,  the  cause  shall 

ments  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  for  not  be  tried  in  any  other  place  but  in  parlia- 

Aigh  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  before  the  ment,  nor  by  any  other  law  than  the  law  and 

peers  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  the  peeni  course  of  parliament ;  and  that  it  belongeth  to 

are  not  triers  or  jurors  only,  but  by  the  antient  the  lords  of  parliament,  and  to  iWir  franchise 

laws  ard  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  known  and  liberty  by  the  antient  custom  of  the  parlta- 

by  constant  usage,  are  judges  both  of  law  and  meat,  to  be  judges  in  such  cases ;  and  in  these 

fac- ,  and  we  conceive  that  the  lords  are  bound  cases  to  judge  by  the  assent  of  the  king ;  and 

*Mf  tc  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  thus  it  shall  be  done  in  this  case,  by  the  award 
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sT  parliament :  because  the  realm  of  England  always  supported  the  sanse  fraochizea ;   on 

has  not  been  heretofore,  nor  is  it  the  ioteniioa  are  there  way  precedents  upon  the  records  of 

of  our  said  lord  the  king,  and  the  lords  of  par-  parliament  subverting  either  the  general  rula 

liament,  that  it  ever  should  be,  governed  by  the  or  the  particular  privilege ;  so  far  as  the  same 

law  civil :  And  also,  it  is  their  resolution,  not  relates  either  to  the  course  of  proceeding  or  to 

to  rule  or  govern  so  high  a  cause  as  this  appeal  the  rule  of  law,  by  which  the  lofxls  are  to  judge, 

it,  which  cannot  be  tried  any  where  but  in  par-  Your  committee  observes  also,  that  in  the 

liament,  as  hath  been  said  before,  by  the  course,  commissions  to  the  several  lords  high  stewards, 

process,  and  order  used  in  any  courts  or  places  who  have  been  appointed  on  the  trials  of  peers 

inferiour,  in  the  same  kingdom ;  which  courts  impeached  by  the  Commons,  the  proceedings 

and  places  are  nH  more  than  the  executors  of  are  directed  to  be  had  according  to  the  law  and 

the  antient  lavs  and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  custom  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  eualom  of  par* 

and  of  the  ordinances  and  establishments  of  UamerU ;  which  words  are  not  to  be  (bund  in  the 

parliament.    It   was  determined  by  the  said  commissions  for  trying  upon  indictments, 

lords  of  parliament,  by  the  assent  of  our  said  "  As  every  court  of  justice"    (says  Lord 

lord  the  king,  that  this  appeal  was  made  and  Coke)  *'  hath  hws  and  customs  for  its  direo* 

pleaded  well  and  sufficiently,  and  that  tlie  pro-  tion,  soioe  hy  the  common  law,  aome  by  the 

cess  upon  it  is  good  and  effectual,  according  to  civil  and  canon  law,  pome  by  peculiar  laws 

the  law  and  course  of  parliament,  and  for  such  and  customs,  &c.  so  live  high  court  of  par- 

they  decree  and  adjudge  it."  liament,  tuis  prvjaxU  ImibuM  H  eomatutudud-' 

And  your  conmiittee  finds,  that  toward  the  buM  suhsutU.  It  it  by  the  lex  el  ooiisuetu<k 
dose  of  the  same  parliament,  the  same  rig^  par^menti,  that  all  weighty  matters  in  and 
was  again  claimed  and  admitted  as  the  special  parliament  moved,  concerning  the  peers  ot 
privilege  of  the  peers,  in  the  following  man-  the  realm,  or  Commons  in  parliansent  assem- 
ner :  "In  this  parliament,  all  the  lords  then  bled,  ought  to  be  determined,  adjudged,  and 
present,  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal,  claimed  discussed  by  the  course  of  the  parliament, 
as  their  franchise  thai  the  weighty  matters  and  not  by  tlie  civil  law,  nor  yet  by  the  com* 
moved  in  this  parliament,  and  which  shall  be  moa  lawsi  of  this  realm  used  in  more  infe- 
moTed  in  other  parliaments  in  future  times,  riour  courts."  And  after  founding  himself  on 
touching  the  peers  of  the  land,  shall  be  manag-  this  very  precedent  of  the  11th  of  Richard  II, 
ed,  adjudged,  and  disciused  by  the  course  of  he  adds,  *'  This  i$  the  reason  thtUjudga  <mghi 
parliament,  and  in  no  sort  by  the  law  civil,  or  not  to  give  any  opihian  of  a  matter  ofpcarha^ 
by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  used  in  the  mm/,  heemue  it  ianotto  U  derided  by  the  eom- 
other  lower  courts  of  the  kingdom,  which  claim,  mon  Uu/ie,  but  tectmdum  legtm  et  contuetudinem 
tiberty,  and  franchize,  the  king  graciously  al-  parliamenti  :  And  so  (/le  judge*  in  divert  par- 
lowed  and  granted  to  them  in  full  |)arliament."  Uamentt  have  eonfeesed" 

Your  committee  finds,  that  the  Commons, 

having  at  that  time  considered  the  appeal  above  RULE  OF  PLEADING, 
mentioned,  approved  the  proceedings  in  it ;  and 

as  far  as  in  them  lay,  added  the  sanction  of  Your  commiKee  do  not  find,  that  any  rdoi 

their  accusation  against  the  persons  who  were  of  pleading,  as  observed  in  the  inferiour  courts, 

the  objects  of  the  appeal.    They  also,  imnie-  have  ever  obtained  in  the  proceedings  of  the 

diatly  afterwards,  impeached  all  the  judges  of  high  court  of  parliament,  in  a  cause  or  matter 

the  common  pleas,  the  chief  baron  d*  tlw  ex-  in  which  the  whole  procedure  has  been  within 

chequer,  and  other  learned  and  eminent  per-  their  original  jurisdiction.  Nor  docs  your  com- 

sons,  both  peers  and  commoners  ;  upon  the  mittee  find,  that  any  demurrer  or  exception, 

coodusion  of  which  impeachments  it  was  that  as  of  false  or  crroneoiui  pleading,  hath  been 

the  second  claim  was  entered.  In  all  the  trans-  ever  admitted  to  any  iropt-achnient  in  parlia- 

actions  aforesaid,  the  Commons  were  acting  ment,  as  not  coming  within  the  form  of  the 

parties:  yet  neither  then  nor  ever  since,  have  pleading;  and  although  a  reservation  or  pro- 

they  made  any  objection  or  protestation  that  the  test  is  made  by  the  defendant  (matter  of  fom^ 

rule  laid  down  by  the  lords,  in  the  beginning  as  we  conceive)  "  to  the  generality,  uncer* 

of  the  session  of  1388,  ought  not  to  be  applied  tainty,  and  insufficiency  of  the  artides  of  im- 

to  the  impeachments  of  commoners  as  well  as  peachment ;"   yet  no  objections  have  in  fact 

poera.     In  rniay  cases  they  have  c!ain»?J  the  been  ever  made  in  any  part  of  the  record; 

benefit  of  tmi  rule ;  and  in  all  cases  they  have  and  when  verbally  they  have  been  made  (until 

acted,  and  litc  peers  have  deterioioed,  uptm  tuc  this  trial)  they  have  constantly  been  overruled, 

same  general  principles.     The  peers  nave  Ttte  trial  of  Lord  Straffonle  ia  one  of  the 
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BMMt  important  erai  in  the  history  of  parliBf  the  particular  words  soppoted  to  be  writlen  or 
mentary  judicature.  In  that  trial,  and  in  the  spoken  must  not  be  expressly  specified  in  tba 
dispositions  made  preparatory  to  it,  the  pro-  indictment  or  information  ?"  On  this  question 
cess  on  impeachments  was,  on  great  consi-  the  judges,  seriatim,  and  in  open  court,  deliver* 
deration,  research,  and  selection  of  precedents,  ed  their  opinion :  the  substance  of  which  was, 
brought  very  nearly  to  the  form  which  it  re-  **  that  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  con- 
tains at  this  day;  and  great  and  important  stant  practice  in  Wesminsler  Hall,  the  words 
parts  of  parliamentary  law  were  then  laid  ought  to  be  expressly  specified  in  the  indicts 
down.  The  Commons  at  that  time  made  new  mout  or  information."  Then  the  lords  ad- 
charges,  or  amended  the  <Ad,  as  they  saw  oc-  journed,  and  did  not  come  into  the  hall  until 
casion.  Upon  an  application  from  the  Com-  the  20th.  In  the  intermediate  time  they  camo 
mons  to  the  lords,  that  the  examinations  taken  to  resolutions  on  the  matter  of  the  questioo 
by  their  lordships,  at  their  request,  might  be  put  to  the  judges.  Dr.  Sacheverell,  being 
delivered  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  a  more  found  guilty,  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment  upon 
exact  Hpecification  of  the  charge  they  had  made,  two  points : — The  first,  which  he  grounded  on 
«i  delivering  the  message  of  the  Commons,  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and  which  your  com- 
«Ir.  Pirn,  among  other  things,  said,  as  it  is  mitlee  thinks  most  to  the  present  purpose,  was, 
entered  in  the  lords'  journals,  "  According  to  "  that  no  entire  clause,  or  sentence,  or  ezprea- 
the  clause  of  reservation  in  the  conclusion  of  sion,  in  either  of  his  sermons  or  dedications, 
their  charge,  they  (the  Commons)  will  add  to  is  particularly  set  forth  in  his  impeachment, 
the  charges,  not  to  the  matter  in  respect  of  which  he  has  already  heard  the  judges  declare 
comprehension,  extent,  or  kind,  but  only  to  to  be  necessary  in  all  cases  of  indictments  or 
reduce  them  to  more  particularities,  that  the  informations."  On  this  head  of  objection,  the 
earl  of  StrafTorde  might  answer  with  the  more  lord  chancellour,  on  the  83d  of  March,  agreo- 
cleamess  and  expedition— not  that  they  art  ably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  lords  of  the  14th 
Inmnd  by  this  u)ay  of  SPECIAL  (JuBTge;  and  and  16th  of  March,  acquainted  Dr.  Sache- 
ther^ore  they  have  taken  care  in  their  House,  verell :  "  that  on  occasion  of  the  question  before 
upon  proteatationy  that  this  thaU  he  no  pr^fudiee  put  to  the  judges  in  fVestminater  Haily  and  their 
to  biiui  them  from  proceeding  in  GENERAL  answer  thereto,  their  lordships  had  fully  debat- 
in  other  cases,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  ruled  ed  and  considered  of  that  matter,  and  had  come 
by  proceedings  in  other  courts,  which  protestation  to  the  following  resolution : "  That  this  House 
they  have  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  power  will  proceed  to  the  determination  of  the  im- 
of  parHftment ;  and  they  desire  that  the  like  cars  peachment  of  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell,  aocord- 
may  be  had  in  your  lordshtptf  house.'"  ing  to  the  law  <f  the  Utndf  and  the  law  and 

This  protestation  is  entered  on  the  lords'  usage  of  parliament."    And  afterwards  to  this 

journals.    Thus  careful  were  the  Commons  resolution:*'  That  by  the  law  and  usage  ef 

that  no  exactness  used  by  them  for  a  tempo-  parliament  in  prosecutions  for  high  crimes  and 

rary  accommodation,  should  become  an  ex-  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  the 

ample  derogatory  to  the  larger  rights  of  par-  particular  words,  supposed  to  be  criminal,  fure 

liamentary  process.  not  necessary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  such 

At  length  the  question  of  their  being  obliged  impeachment   So  that,  in  their  lordships*  opi* 

to  conform  to  any  of  the  rules  below,  came  to  nion,  the  law  and  usage  of  the  high  court  of 

a  formal  judgment.    In  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sache-  parliament  being  a  part  of  the  law  qf  the  kmdf 

verell,  March  10th,  1709,  tlie  Lord  Netting-  and  that  usage  not  requiring  that  words  shouU 

ham  "desired  their  lordships'  opinion,  whether  be  exactly  specified  in  impeachments,  the  na* 

he  might  propose  a  question  to  the  judges  hers  swer  of  the  judges,  which  related  only  to  the 

[in  Westminster  Hall.]     Thereupon  the  lords  course  of  indictments  and  inJarmationSy  doea 

being  moved    to  adjourn,  adjourned  to   the  not  in  the  least  affect  your  case." 

House  of  Lords,  and  on  debate  [as  appears  by  On  this  solemn  judgment  concerning  the  law 

a  note]  it  was  agreed  that  tbe  question  should  and  usage  of  parliament,  it  is  to  be  remarked ; 

be  propoeec'  in  Westminster  Hall."   Accord>  First,  that  the  impeachment  itself  is  not  to  be 

ingly,  when  the  lords  returned  the  same  day  presumed  inartificial  ly  drawn.    It  appears  to 

into  the  hall,  the  question  was  put  by  Lord  have  been  the  work  of  some  of  the  greatest 

Nottingham,  and  stated  to  the  judges  by  the  lawyers  of  the  time,  who  were  perfectly  versed 

lord  chancellour :  "  Whether,  by  the  law  o^  in  the  manner  of  pleading  in  the  courts  bdow ; 

England,  and  constant  practice  in  all  prosecu-  and  would  naturally  have  imitated  their  course^ 

tions  by  indictment  and  information,  for  crimes  if  they  had  not  been  justly  fearful  of  setting  an 

and  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  example,  which  might  hereafter  subject  th» 
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|iUinneifl  and  simplicity  of  a  parliamentatry  the  article,  alleged  in  the  protest,  were  bj  tto 

proceeding  to  the  technical  subtleties  of  the  in-  means  solely  bottomed  in  the  practice  of  die 

feriour courts.  Secondly,  that  the  question  put  courts  below,  as  if  the  main  reliance  of  die 

to  the  judges,  and  their  answer,  were  strictly  protesters  was  upon  that  usage.  The  protesting 

oonfinml  to  the  law  and  practice  below ;  and  minority  maintained|  that  it  was  not  agreeable 

that  nothing  in  either  had  a  tendency  to  their  to  HVerai  prectdenit  m  partiament;  </  whidi 

delivering  an  opinion  concerning  pariiament,  they  cited  many  in  &Tour  of  their  opinioow— 

its  laws,  its  usages,  its  course  of  proceeding.  It  appears  by  the  journals,  that  the  cleHcs  were 

or  its  powers.  Thirdly,  that  the  motion  in  arrest  ordered  to  search  for  precedents,  and  a  oom- 

of  judgment,  grounded  on  the  opinion  of  the  mittee  of  peers  was  appointed  to  inspect  tha 

'odffes,  was  made  only  by  Dr.  Sacheverell  him-  said  precedents,  and  to  report  upon  them,— 

m1^  and  not  by  his  counsel,  men  of  great  skill  and  that  they  did  inspect  and  report  aocord- 

and  learning,  who,  if  they  thought  the  objeo-  ingly.    But  the  report  is  not  entered  on  the 

tions  had  any  weight,  would  undoubtedly  have  journals.    It  is,  however,  to  be  presumed  thai 

made  and  argued  them.  the  greater  number  and  the  better  precedents 

Here,  ss  in  the  case  of  the  11th  King  Ri-  supported  the  judgment.    Allowing,  however, 

chard  the  Second,  the  judges  declared  unani-  their  utmost  force  to  the  precedents  there 

mously,  that  such  an  objection  would  be  fatal  cited,  they  could  servo  only  to  prore,  that  in 

tosuch  a  pleading  in  any  indictment  or  inform  the  ease  ^  voordt  (to  which  alone,  and  not  the 

nation :  but  the  lords,  as  on  the  former  occa-  case  of  a  toriUen  libel,  the  precedents  extend- 

iion,  overruled  this  objection,  and  held  the  ai>  ed)  such  a  special  averment,  according  to  the 

tide  to  be  good  and  valid,  notwithstanding  the  tenour  of  the  words,  had  been  used ;  but  not 

report  of  the  judges  concerning  the  mode  of  that  it  was  necessary,  or  that  ever  any  plea 

proceeding  in  the  courts  below.  had  been  rejected  upon  sudi   an  objectkMi. 

Your  committee  finds,  that  a  protest,  with  As  to  the  course  of  parliament,  resorted  to 
reasons  at  large,  was  entered  by  several  lords  for  authority  in  this  part  of  the  protest,  the 
tgainst  this  determination  of  their  court.  It  argument  seems  rather  to  affirm  than  to  deny 
M  always  an  advantage  to  those  who  protest,  the  general  propoeition,  that  its  own  course, 
that  their  reasons  appear  upon  record,  whilst  and  not  that  of  the  inferiour  courts,  had  been 
the  reasons  of  the  majority  who  determine  the  the  rule  and  law  of  parliament, 
question  do  not  appear.  This  would  be  a  As  to  the  objection  taken  in  the  protest, 
disadvantage  of  such  importance,  as  greatly  to  drawn  from  natural  right,  the  lords  knew,  and 
impair,  if  not  totally  to  destroy,  the  effect  of  it  appears  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  that 
precedent  as  authority,  if  the  reasons  which  pre-  the  whole  of  the  libel  had  been  read  at  lengtl^ 
/ailed  were  not  justly  presumed  to  be  more  as  appears  from  p.  655  to  p.  666.  So  that 
valid  Uian  those  which  have  been  obliged  to  Dr.  Sacheverell  had  aiAttantialfy  the  tame 
give  way  ;  the  former  having  governed  the  benefit  of  any  thing  which  couki  be  alleged  in 
final  and  conclusive  decbion  of  a  competent  the  extenuation  or  exculpation,  as  if  K«  libel- 
court.  But  your  committee,  combining  the  lous  sermons  had  been  entered  verbatim  upon 
fact  of  this  decision  with  the  early  decision  the  recorded  impeachment.  It  was  adjudged 
just  quoted,  and  with  the  total  absence  of  any  sufficient  to  state  the  crime  fenendfy  in  the 
precedent  of  an  objection,  before  that  time  or  impeachment.  The  libels  were  given  in  css- 
since,  allowed  to  pleading,  or  what  has  any  denee;  and  it  was  not  then  thought  of,  that 
relation  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  pleading  nothing  should  be  given  in  evidence  which  was 
as  used  in  Westminster  Hall,  has  no  doubt  not  specially  charged  in  the  impeachment, 
that  the  House  of  Lords  was  governed  in  the  But  whatever  their  reasons  were  (great  and 
9th  of  Anne  by  the  very  same  principles  which  grave  they  were,  no  doubt)  such,  as  yourcon- 
h  had  solemnly  declared  in  the  11th  of  Ri-  mittee  has  sUted  it,  is  the  judgmmi  of  the 
:hard  the  Second.  peers  on  the  law  of  parliament,  as  a  part  of 

But  besides  the  presumption  in  favour  of  the  hiw  of  the  land.    It  is  the  more  forcible, 

the  reasons  which  fiiust  be  supposed  to  have  as  concurring  with  the  judgment  in  the  11th 

produced  this  solemn  judgment  of  the  peers,  of  Richard  the  Second,  and  with  the  total 

contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  courts  below,  as  silence  of  the  rolls  and  journals  concerning  any 

declar^  by  all  the  judges — ^it  is  probable,  that  objection  to  pleading  ever  being  suflfered  to 

the  lords  were  unwilling  to  take  a  step,  which  vitiate  an  impeachment,  or  to  prevent  evi- 

miglit  admit  that  any  thing  in  that  practice  dence  being  given  upon  it  on  account  of  its 

should  be  received  as  tlieir  rule.    It  must  be  generality,  or  any  other  failure, 

observed,  Jiowever,  that  the  reasons  against  Your  committee  do  not  think  it  probable  tfail 
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iff«Q  before  thii  adjudication,   the    rulei  of  In  the  year  1715  (1  Geo.  1.)  theConnaoof 

pleading  below  oouki  ever  have  been  adopted  thought  proper  to  impeach  of  high  treason  the 

in  a  parliamentary   proceeding,  when  it  is  lords,  who  had  entered  into  the  rebellion  of  that 

considered  that  the  sereral  statutes  of  jeofiiils,  period.    This  was  about  six  years  after  the 

not  len  than  twelve  in  number,  have  been  decision  in  the  case  of  Sacheverell.    On  the 

made  for  the  correction  of  an  over-strictness  trial  of  one  of  these  lords  (the  Lord  Wintoon) 

in  pleading,   to  the  prejudice  of  substantial  after  verdict,  the  prisoner  moved  in  arrest  oil 

justice :   Yet  in  no  one  of  those  is  to  be  dis-  judgment,  and  excepted  against  the  impeach* 

covered  the  least  mention  of  any  proceeding  in  ment  for  errour,  on  account  of  the  treason 

parliament.    There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  legis-  therein  laid  "  not  being  described  with  suffi- 

lature  would  have  applied  its  remedy  to  Uiat  ciont  certainty— <he  day  on  which  the  treason 

grievance  in  parliamentary  proceedings,  if  it  was  committed  not  having  been  alleged."   His 

had  found  those  proceedings  embarrassed  with  counsel  was  heard  to  this  point.    They  coo- 

what  lord   Mansfield,  from    the  bench,  and  tended,  *  that  the  forfeitures  in  cases  of  trea- 

apeaking  of  the  matter  of  these  statutes,  very  son  are  very  great;  and  therefore  they  humbly 

justly  calls  "  disgraceful  subtleties.''  conceived,  that  the  accusation  ought  to  eon- 

What  in  still  more  strong  to  the  point,  your  tain  all  the  certainty  it  is  capable  of;  that  the 

committee  finds,  that,  in  the  7th  of  William  the  prisoner  may  not,  by  general  aUf-gatnona^  be 

Third,  an  act  was  made  for  the  regulating  of  rendered  incapable  to  defend  himself  in  a  cose 

trials  for  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  which  may  prove  &tal  to  him.    That  they 

containing  several  regulations  for  reformation  would  not  trouble  their  lordships  with  citing 

of  proceedings  at  law,  both  as  to  matters  of  authorities  ;  for  they  believed  there  is  not  one 

form  and  substance,  as  well  as  relative  to  evi-  gentleman  of  the  long  robe  but  will  agree  that 

dence.    It  is  an  act  thought  most  essential  to  an  indictment  for  any  capital  offence  to  be 

the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  yet  in  this  high  erroneoiM,  if  the  off*ence  be  not  alleged  to  be 

and  critical  matter,  so  deeply  affecting  the  committed  on  a  certain  day.'    "  That  this  im- 

lives,  properties,  honours,  and  even  the  inherit-  peachment  set  forth  only  that  in  or  about  the 

able  blood  of  the  subject,  the  legislature  was  months  of  September,  October,  or  November, 

so  tender  of  the  high  powers  of  this  high  court,  1715,"  *  the  offence  charged  in  the  impeach- 

deemed  so  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  ment  had  been  committed.    The  counsel  ar- 

great  objects  of  its  justice,  so  fearful  of  ener-  gued  that  a  proceeding  by  impeachment  is  a 

vating  any  of  its  means,  or  circumscribing  any  proceeding  at  the  common  law,  for  lex  paiiia* 

of  its  capacities,  even  by  rules  and  restraints  mentaria  is  a  part  of  common  law,  and  they 

the  most  neccraary  for  the  inferiour  courts,  submitted  whether  there  is  not  the  same  cer- 

that  they  guarded  against  it  by  an  express  Cainty  required  in  one  method  of  proceeding  at 

proviso,  *'  That  neither  this  act,  nor  any  thmg  common  law  as  in  another.' 

therein  contained,shall  any  ways  extend  to  aiqf  The  matter   was  argued  elaborately   and 

tifi|)eacfcmen/,oro6lWrpnooeec2m^mpar{iameMf,  learnedly,  not  only  on  mo  general  principles 

in  any  kind  whaUoever,"  of  the  proceedings  below,  but  on  the  inconve- 
nience and  possible  hardships  attending  this 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  COMMONS  uncertainty.   They  quoted  Sacheverell's  case, 

IN  PLEADING.  in  whose  impeadunent  **  the  precise  days 

were  laid  when  the  Doctor  preached  each  of 

The  point  being  thus  solenwly  adjudged  in  these  two  sermons ;  and  that  by  a  like  reason 
the  case  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  and  the  principles  a  certain  day  ought  to  belaid  in  the  impeacb- 
of  the  judgment  being  in  agreement  with  the  ment  when  this  treason  was  committed  ;  and 
whole  course  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  that  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sacheverell's  case 
the  managers  for  this  House  have  ever  since  seemedsomuchstrongerthan  thecase  inques* 
considered  it  as  an  indispensable  duty,  to  as-  tion,  as  the  crime  of  treason  is  higher  than  that 
sert  the  same  principle  in  all  its  latitude  upon  of  a  misdemeanour." 
all  occasions  on  which  it  couU  come  in  quee-  Here  the  managers  for  ■  the  Commons 
tioQ— end  to  assert  it  with  an  energy,  seal,  brought  the  point  a  sMond  time  to  an  issue^  and 
and  earnestness,  proportioned  to  themagni-  thaton  the  highest  of  capital  cases ;  an  issue, 
mde  and  importance  of  the  interests  of  the  the  event  of  which  was  to  determine  for  ever. 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  religiooi  whether  their  impeachments  were  to  be  re- 
observation  of  the  rule,  that  the  lam  of  fiartia^  gulated  by  the  law,  as  understood  and  obsenr- 
enenty  and  the  law  uf  parliament  only,  ahamid  ed  in  the  inferiour  courts.  Upon  the  usage 
a>^sul  in  the  tnal  of  their  impeadtmente.  below  there  was  no  doubt;  the  indictmeot 
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would  unquestionably  hare  been  quaked  ;—  ed  by  the  precedents  in  parliament ;  then* 

but  the  managers  for  the  Commons  stood  forth  fore  we  insist  that  the  articles  are  good  li 

upon  this  occasion  with  a  determined  resolu-  substance." 

tion,  and  no  less  than  four  of  them  aeria^m  Mr.  Cowper.— '*  They  (the  counsel)  can- 
rejected  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  Lord  not  but  know  that  the  usages  of  parlianieDl 
Wintoun*s  counsel.  They  were  all  eminent  are  part  of  the  laws  of  thcland,  although  they 
members  of  parliament,  and  three  of  them  Qlffer  in  many  instances  from  the  common 
great  and  eminent  lawyers,  namely,  the  then  law,  as  practised  in  the  inferiour  courts,  ia 
attorney-general,  Sir  William  Thompson,  and  point  of  form.  My  lords,  if  the  Commons, 
Mr.  Cowper.  in  preparing  articles  of  impeachment,  should 

Mr.  Walpoie  said,  *'  Those  learned  geu-  govern  themselves  by  precedents  of  indict- . 
Uemen  (Lord  Wintoun's  counsel)  seem  to  for'  ments,  in  my  humble  opinion  they  would  d* 
get  in  v:hat  covti  ihcy  are.  They  have  taken  part  from  the  imtiont,  nay,  the  constant  usage 
op  80  much  of  your  lordship's  time  in  quoting  and  practice  cf  parliament.  It  is  well  known 
of  authoritief,  and  using  arguments  to  show  that  the  form  of  an  impeachment  has  very 
your  lordships  what  woukl  quash  an  indict-  little  resemblance  to  that  of  an  indictment: 
mem  in  the  corait  Mow,  that  they  seemed  to  and,  I  believe,  the  Commons  will  endeavour 
forget  they  are  now  in  a  court  of  partia/nerU,  to  preserve  the  difference,  by  adhering  to 
and  on  an  impcacttment  of  the  CommonB  qf  their  own  yirocedents." 
Grtai  Britain.  For,  should  the  Commons  Sir  William  Thompson. — "  We  must  refer 
admit  all  that  they  have  offered,  it  will  not  to  the  forms  and  proceedings  in  the  court  of 
follow  that  the  impeachment  of  the  Com-  parliament,  and  which  must  be  owned  to  be 
mons  is  insufficient ;  and  I  must  observe  to  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  It  has  been  meo- 
your  lordships,  that  neither  of  the  learned  tioned  already  to  your  lordships,  that  the  pre- 
gentlemen  liave  offered  to  produce  one  instance  cedents  in  impeachments  ore  not  so  nice 
relative  to  an  in[\j^achment ;  I  mean  to  show  and  precise  in  form  as  in  the  inferior  courts ; 
that  the  sufficiency  of  an  impeachment  was  and  we  presume  your  lordships  will  be  go- 
never  called  in  question  for  the  generality  of  ycmed  by  the  forms  of  your  own  court  (e^ 
the  charge,  or  that  any  instance  of  that  nature  pecially  forms  that  are  not  essential  to  justice) 
was  offered  at  before.  The  Commons  do  not  as  the  courts  below  are  by  theirs ;  whidi  courts 
conceive,  that,  if  this  exception  woukl  quash  differ  one  from  the  other  in  many  respects  as 
an  indictment,  it  would  therefore  make  the  to  their  forms  of  proceedings,  and  the  practice 
impeachment  insufficient.  I  hope  it  never  of  each  court  is  esteemed  as  the  law  of  that 
will  be  allowed  here  as  a  reason,  that  what  court." 

quashes  an  indictment  in  the  courts  below,         The  attorney-general  in  reply  maintained 

will  make  insufficient  an  impeachment  brought  his  first  doctrine—"  There  is  no  uncertainty 

by  t!ifl  Commons  of  Great  Britain."  in  it  thnl  can  be  to  the  prejudice  of  the  primmer; 

The  atiomey-gencral  supported  Mr.  Wal-  we  insist  it  is  according  to  thefomuqfparlioi' 

pole   in   affirmance  of  this  principle.     He  tnent — he  has  pleaded  to  it,  and  your  lordships 

said ;  "  I  would  follow  the  steps  of  the  learn-  have  foimd  him  guilty." 
ed  gentleman  who  spoke  before   me,  and  I         The  opinions  of  the  judges  were  taken  in 

think  he  has  given  a  good  answer  to  these  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  19th  of  March 

objections.    I  would  take  notice  that  we  are  1715,  upon  two  questions  which  bad  been  ar- 

uponan  impeachment,  not  upon  an  indictment,  gued  in  arrest  of  judgment,  grounded  chiefly 

Th<>  courts  below  have  set  forms  to  themselves,  on  the  practice  of  the  courts  bebw.    To  tho 

which  have  prevailed  for  a  long  course  of  first  the  judges  answered  :  *^  It  ia  ntoeaaarg 

time,  and  thereby  are  become  the  forms  by  that  there  be  a  caimn  day  laid  in  such  indict- 

which  those  courts  are  to  govern  themselves;  ments  on  which  the  fact  is  alleged  to  be  com- 

but  it  never  was  thought  that  the  forms  of  those  mitted  ;  and  that  alleging  in  such  indictments, 

courts  had  any  influence  on  tho  proceedings  that  the  fact  was  committed  at  or  about  a  cer^ 

of  parliament.    In  Richard  the  Second's  time,  tain  day,  would  not  be  sufficient."    To  the 

it  is  said  in  the  records  of  parliament,  that  second  they  answered  :   "  That  although  a 

proceedings  in  parUament  are  not  to  be  go-  day  certain,  when  the  fact  is  supposed  to  be 

Terned  by  the  forms  of  Westminster  Hall,  done,  be  alleged  in  such  indictments,  yet  it  if 

We    are   in  the  case  of  an   impeachment,  not  necessary  upon  the  trial  to  prove  the  (act 

and  in  the  court  of  parliament.    Tour  lord-  to  be  committed  upon  that  day;  but  it  is  suf- 

ships   have  already   given  judgment  against  ficient  if  proved  to  be  done  on  am/  other  da^ 

•is  upon  this  impeachment,  and  it  is  warrant-  before  the  indictment  found." 
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Then  it  was  "  agreed  by  the  House,  and  of,  the  whole  consisting  of  matters  sent  over 
ordered,  that  the  lord  high  steward  be  directed  bj  himself  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  au- 
to acquaint  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  West-  thenticated  under  his  own  hand.    Nosubstan- 
minster  Hall,  *  That  the  lords  liave  consider-  tial  injustice  or  hardship  of  any  kind  could 
ed  of  the  matters  mored  in  arrest  of  judgment,  arise  from  our  evidence  under  our  pleading — 
and  are  of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  sufficient  whereas  in  theirs,  very  great  and  serious  in- 
to arrest  the  same,  but  that  the  impeaehmeni  conveniences  might  well  happen, 
is  sufficiently  certain  in  point  of  time  accord'  Your  committee  has  further  to  observe,  that 
mg  to  the  farm  qf  impeachmentM  in  paHia'  in  the  case  of  Lord  Wintoun,  as  in  the  case 
neiU.'  "  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  the  Conunons  had,  in  their 
On  this  final  adjudication  (given  after  so-  managers,  persons  abundantly  practised  in  the 
lemn  argument,  and  after  taking  the  opinion  law,  as  used  in  the  inferiour  jurisdictions,  who 
of  the  judges)  in  affirmance  of  the  law  oif  par*  could  easily  have  followed  the  precedents  of 
liament  against  the  undisputed  usage  o(  the  indictments — if  they  had  not  purposely,  and 
courts  below,  your  committee  has  to  remark,  for  the  best  reasons,  avoided  such  precedents. 
1st,  The  preference  of  the  custom  of  parliament  A  great  writer  en  the  criminal  law,  Juttia 
to  the  usage  below.    By  the  very  latitude  of  Fotter^  in  one  of  his  discourses,  fully  reoog* 
the  charge,  the  parliamentary  accusation  gives  -nizes  those  principles  for  which  your  mana- 
the  prisoner  fair  notice  to  prepare  himself  gers  have  contended,  and  which  have  to  this 
upon  all  points  ;  whereas  there  seems  some-  time  been  uniformly  observed  in  parliament, 
thing  insnaring  in  the  proceedings  upon  in-  In  a  very  elaborate  reasoning  on  the  case  of  a 
dictment,  which  fixing  the  specification  of  a  trial  in  parliament,  (the  trial  of  those  who  had 
day  certain  for  the  treason  or  felony  as  abso-  murdered  Edward  the  Second)  he  observes 
lutrly  necessary  in  the  charge,  gives  notice  for  thus ;  *'  It  Is  voell  known  that  in  parUameniary 
preparation  only  on  OkU  daj/  ;  whilst  the  pro-  proceedings  of  this  kind,  U  U,  and  ever  lOos, 
secutor  has  the  whole  range  of  time  antecedent  sufficient  that  matters  appear  with  proper  light 
to  the  indictment  to  allege,  and  give  evidence  and  certainty  to  ti  common  understanding y  with- 
of  facts  against  the  prisoner.     It  has  been  out  that  minute  exactness  which  is  required  in 
usual,  particularly  iu  later  indictments,  to  add,  criminal  proceedings  in  Westminster  Hall.  In 
*'  at  several  other  times."    But  the  strictness  these  cases,  the  rule  has  always  been,  bquen^ 
of  naming  one  day  is  still  necessary,  and  the  dum  «t  vidgue."  And  in  a  note,  he  says, "  In  the 
want  of  the  larger  words  woukl  not  quash  the  proceeding  against  Mortimer,  in  this  parlia- 
indictment.     2dly.  A  comparison  of  the  ex-  ment,  so  UUle  regard  vxa  had  to  the/orme  toed 
treme   rigour  and  uxactness  required  iu  the  tn  ^^oi proceecttn^s,  that  he  who  had  been  fi«- 
more  formal  part  of  the  proceeding*  by  in-  quently  summoned  to  parliament  as  a  baron,  and 
dic'ment  with  the  extreme  laxity  used  in  the  had  lately  been  created  Earl  of  March,  is 
substantial  part  (that  is  to  say,  the  evidence  styled  through  the  whole  record,  merely  Ro- 
receivcd  to  prove  the  fact)  fuUy  demonstrates  ger  de  Mortimer." 

that   the  partizans  of  those  forms  would  put  The  departure  from  the  common  forms  in 

shackles  on  the  high  court  of  parliament,  with  the  first  case  alluded  to  by  Foster,  viz.  the 

which  they  are  not  willing,  or  find  it  wholly  trial  of  Berkley,  Mautravers,  &c.  for  treason, 

impracticsJ>Ie,  to  bind  themselves.  Sdly.  That  in  the  murder  of  Edward  the  Secorxi,  might 

the  latitude  of  departure  from  the  letter  of  the  be   more  plausibly  attacked,  because    they 

indictment  (which  holds  in  other  matters  be-  were  tried,  though  in  parliament,  by  a  jwy 

Ride:(  thid)  is  in  appearance  much  more  con-  of  freeholders ;    which   circumstance   migh 

irary  to  natural  justice  than  any  thing  which  have  given  occasion  to  justify  a  nearer  ap> 

has  been  objected  against  the  evidence  oflbr-  proach    to  the   forms   of  indictments  below 

ed  by  your  manageni,  under  a  pretence  that  it  But  no  such  forms  were  observed,  nor  in  the 

exceeded  the  limits  of  pleading.     For  in  the  opinion  of  this  able  judge  ought  they  to  have 

case  of  indictments  beloiv,  it  Eiust  be  admit-  been  observed. 
ted,  that  the  prisoner  may  be  unprovided  with 

prouf  of  an  alibi,  and  othjr  material  means  of  PUBLICITY  OF  THE  JUDGES^ 

defence,  or  may  find  soir^s  matters  unlooked-  OPINIONS. 
iW  produced  against  him,  by  witnesses  utterly 

unknown  to  him :  Whereas  nothing  was  offer-  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  from  the 

ed  to  be  given  in  evidence  under  any  of  the  90th  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  until 

articles  of  this  impeachment,  except  such  as  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  in  el 

the  prisoner  must  have  had  perfect  knowledj^e  trials  in  parliament,  as  wel'  upon  impeadi* 
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nents  of  the  Comrooos  as  oo  iodictinentfl  it  ought  tofoUamed ;  and  it  being  Mfer  lor  die 

brought  up  by  certiorari,  when  any  matter  prisoner,  my  humble  opinion  to  your  lordship 

tf  law  hath  been  agitated  at  the  bar,  or  in  i»— (hat  he  oogjit  to  be  present  at  the  Mtiti$ig 

the  course  of  trial  hath  been  stated  by  any  ^  tht  ^uestaon.     Call  the  pri$omrJ''     The 

lord  in  the  court,  it  hath  been  the  prevalent  prisoner,  who  had  withdrawn,  again  appear- 

custom  to  state   the  same  in  open  court,  ug,  he  said, 

Tour  committee  has  been  able  to  find,  since  "  My  Lord  Corawallis,  and  my  lords  the 

that  period,  no  more  than  one  precedent  (and  peers,  since  the^  have  withdrawn,  have  con* 

that  a  precedent  rather  in  form  than  in  sub-  ceived  a  doubt  in  some  matter  of /met  in  your 

■tance)  a  the  opinions  of  the  judges  being  case;  and  they  have  that  tender  regard  of  a 

taken  privately,  except  when  the  case  on  prisoner  at  the  bar,  that  they  will  not  et^jjfier  a 

both  sides  has  been  closed,  and  the  lords  com  to  be  jntt  itp  inhio  oftsmee,  ieat  it  rirauld 

have  retired  to  consider  of  their  verdict,  or  chance  to  prejudice  him  by  being  wrong  iteled." 

of  their  judgment  thereon.    Upon  the  sound-  Accordingly  the  question  was  both  put,  and 

est  and  best  precedents,  the  lords  have  im-  the  judges'  answer  given,  publicly  and  in  his 

proved  on  the  prindples  of  publici^   and  presence. 

•quality,  and  have  called  upon  the  parties  Very  soon  after  the  trial  of  Lord  Com  wallis, 

severally  to  argue  the  matter  of  law,  previ-  the  impeachment  against  Lord  Stafford  was 

ously  to  a  reference  to  the  judges ;  who,  on  brought  to  a  hearing,  that  is,  in  the  Sd  of 

their  parts,  have  afterwards,  in  open  oourC,  Charles  the  Second.    In  that  case  thin  lord  at 

delivered  their  opinions,  often  by  the  mouth  the  bar  having  stated  a  point  of  law,  **  touch- 

of  one  of  the  judges,  speaking  for  himself  and  ing  the  necessity  o(  two  witnesses  to  an  overt 

the  rest,  and  in  their  |:resence :  And  some-  act  in  case  of  treason ;"  the  lord  high  steward 

times  all  the   judges  have   delivered   their  told  Lord  Stafford,  that  **  all  the  judges  that 

opinion  oeriatim,  {won  when  they  have  been  assist  them,  and  are  here  in  your  lordakip^Mffr^ 

unanimous  in  it)  together  with  their  reasons  sence  and  Acoring^,  should  deliver  their  opinions, 

upon  which  their  opinion  had  been  founded,  whether  it  be  doubtful   and  disputable,  or 

This,  from  the  most  early  times,  has  been  not.**    Accordingly  the  judges  delivered  Uieir 

the  course  in  all  judgments  in  the  House  of  opinion,  and  each  argued  it  (though  they  were 

Peers.     Formerly  even  the  record  contain-  all  agreod)seriadmandtn  open eourf.   Another 

od  the  reasons  of  the  decision.    "  The  rea-  abstract  point  of  law  was  also  proposed  from 

son  wherefore  (said  Lord  Coke)  the  records  the  bar  on  the  same  trial,  concerning  the  legal 

of  parliaments  have  been  so  highly  extolled  sentence  in  high  treason ;   and  in  the  same 

is,  that  therein  is  set  down,  in  cases  of  diffi-  manner  the  judges  on  reference  delivered  their 

culty,  not  only  the  judgment  and  resolution,  opinion  in  open  court  ,*  and  no  objection  was 

but  the  reaeone  (xnd  cauoee  of  the  eame  by  so  taken  to  it,  as  any  thing  new  or  irregular, 

great  advice.*'  In  the  1st  of  James  the  Second,  came  on  t 

In  the  SOth  of  Charles  the  Second,  during  remarkable  trial  of  a  peer ;  the  trial  of  Lord 

the  trial  of  Lord  Comwallis,  on  the  sugges-  Delamore.    On  that  occasion  a  question  oC 

tion  of  a  question  in  law  to  the  judges,  Lord  law  was  stated.    There  also,  in  conformity  to 

Danby  demanded  of  the  lord  high  steward,  the  precedents  and  principles  given  on  the  trial 

the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  *^  Whether  it  wouki  of  Lord  Comwallis,  and  the  precedent  in  the 

be  proper  here  (in  open  court)  to  ask  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Stafford,  the  then  lord 

question  of  your  grace,  or  to  propose  it  to  the  high  steward  took  care  that  the  opinion  of  the 

judges  T*    The  lord  high  steward  answered,  judges  shoukl  be  given  in  open  court. 

"  If  your  lordships  doubt  of  any  thing  where-  Precedents  grounded  on  principles  so  fa- 

on  a  question  in  law  ariseth,  the  latter  opmion,  vourable  to  the  fairness  and  equity  of  judicial 

and  the  better  for  the  prisoner  is — that  it  mutt  proceedings  given  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  the 

ie  ataUd  in  the  presence  oftheprieon^,  that  A«  Second  and  James  the  Second,  were  not  likely 

mm/ know  whether  the  question  be  truly  put.   It  to  be  abandoned  aAer  the  revolution.     The 

hath  »)metime*  been  practised  otherwise ;  and  first  trial  of  a  peer,  which  we  find  aAer  the  re- 

the  peers  have  sent  for  the  judges,  and  have  ask-  volution,  was  that  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 

ed  their  opinion  in  private,  and  have  come  back  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  1 1  Will, 

and  have  given   their  verdict   according  to  lU.  a  question  in  law  upon  evidence  was  fHit 

that  opinion,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  prece-  to  the  judges ;  the  statement  of  the  question 

dent  of  its  being  otherwise  done.     There  was  made  in  open  court  by  the  lord  high 

is  a  later  authority  in  print  that  doth  settle  steward,  Lord  siomers:  "  If  thera  be  six  ic 

tho  :oint  so  as  I  tell  you— and  I  do  conceive  company,  and  one  of  them  is  killed,  the  other 
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hre  are  afterwards  Lndicted,  and  three  are  hie  ■atisTaction.    The  prisoner,  on  hearing  tiM 

tried  and  Ibuiid  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  argument,  waived  his  objection,  but  the  thea 

upon  ibeir  prayers  have  their  clergy  allowed,  lord  president  moving  their  lordships  to  adjoure 

and  the  burning  m  the  hand  is  respited,  but  to  the  chamber  of  parliament,  the  lords  ad* 

not  pardoned,  whether  any  of  the  three  can  bo  joumed  accordingly  ;  and  after  some  time,  re- 

a  witness  on  the  trial  of  the  other  two."    Lord  turning  into  Westminster  Hall — the  lord  high 

Halifax — '*  I  suppose  your  lordships  will  have  stewani  {Lord  Hardwidu)  said,  *'  Your  lord- 

the  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  this  point ;  and  ships  were  pleased,  in  the  chamber  of  parlia- 

that  muil  be  in  the  presence  of  the  prUoner*  roent,  to  coroo  to  a  resolution,  that  the  opinion 

Lord  high  steward,  {Lard  Smnere,)  **It  mud  of  the  learned  and  reverend  judges  should  bt 

etrtcdnfy  be  in  the  pretence  of  the  primmer ,  if  you  taken  on  the  following  question,  namely.  Who- 

uk  the  judges*  opinions."  ther  it  is  necessary  that  an  overt  act  of  high 

In  the  same  year.  Lord  Mohun  was  brought  treason  should  be  proved  to  have  been  commits 

to  trial  upon  an  indictment  for  murder.    In  ted  on  the  particular  day  laid  in  the  indict* 

this  single  trial  a  greater  number  of  questions  ment  ?    Is  it  your   lordships*  pleasure,  that 

was  put  the  judges  in  matter  of  law,  than  pro-  the  judges  do  now  give  Uieir  opinion  on  that 

bably  was  ever  referred  to  the  judges  in  all  question  ? 

the  collective  body  of  trials,  before  or  since  «  Lords. — Aye,  aye. 

that  period.    That  trial,  therefore,  furnishes  "  Lord  high  steward. — My  lord  chief  jus 

the  largest  body  of  authentic  precedents  in  this  lice  ? 

point,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  parliament.  <«  Lord  chief  justice, 

The  number  of  questions  put  to  the  judges  in  <<  The  question  proposed  by  your  lordships 

this  trial  was  twenty-three.    They  all  origi-  is,  Whether  it  be  necessary  that  an  overt  act  of 

natrd  from  the  peers  themselves;  yet  the  court  high  treason  should  be  proved  to  be  committed 

called  upon  the  party's  counsel,  as  often  as  on  the  particular  day  laid  in  the  indictment? 

questions  were  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the  We  are  all  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  necessary 

judges,  as  well  as  on  the  counsel  for  the  crown,  to  prove  the  overt  act  to  be  committed  on  the 

to  argue  every  one  of  them  before  they  went  to  particular  day  laid  in  the  indictment — but  ai 

those  learned  persons.    Many  of  the  questions  evidence  may  be  given  of  an  overt  act  before 

accordingly  were  argued  at  the  bar  at  great  the  day,  so  it  may  be  after  the  day  specified  in 

length.     The  opinions  were  given  and  argued  the  indictment--for  the  day  laid  is  circum- 

in  open  court.    Peers  frequently  insisted  that  stance  and  form  only,  and  not  material  in 

the  judges  should  give  their  opinions  seriolim,  point  of  proof;  this  is  the  known  constant 

which  they  did  always  publicly  in  the  court,  course  of  proceeding  in  trials." 

with  great  gravity  and  dignity,  and  greatly  to  Here  the  case  was  made  for  the  judges,  for 

the  illustration  of  the  law,  as  they  held  and  the  satisfaction  of  one  of  the  peers,  after  the 

acted  upon  it  in  their  own  court.  prisoner    had  waived  his  objection.    Yet  it 

In  Sacheverell's  case  (just  cited  for  another  \na  thought  proper,  as  a  matter  of  course  and 
purpose)  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  demanded  of  right,  Jiat  the  judges  should  state  the  que»> 
whether  ho  might  not  propose  a  question  of  tion  put  to  them  in  the  open  court,  and  in  pre- 
law to  the  judges  in  open  court.  It  was  agreed  sence  of  the  prisoner — and  that  in  the  samt 
to ;  and  the  judges  gave  their  answer  in  open  open  manner,  and  in  the  same  presence,  thoii 
court,  though  this  was  after  verdict  given:  answer  should  be  delivered. 
And  in  consequence  of  the  advantage  afforded  Your  committee  concludes  their  precedents, 
to  the  prisoner  in  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  begtm  under  Lard  Nottingham  and  ended 
judges,  ho  was  thereupon  enabled  to  move  in  under  L/frd  Hardwicke,  They  are  of  opinioni 
arrest  of  judgment.  that  a  body  of  precedents  so  uniform,  so  ao- 

The  next  precedent  which  your  committee  cordant  with  principle,  made  in  such  times, and 

finds  of  a  question  put  by  the  lords,  sitting  as  a  under  the  authority  of  a  succession  of  such 

court  of  judicature,  to  the  judges  pending  the  great  men,  ought  not  to  have  been  departed 

trial,  was  in  the  20ih  of  George  the  Second ;  from.     The  single  precedent  to  the  contrary, 

when  Lord  Balmerino,  who  was  tried  on  an  to  which  your  commtitee  has  alluded  above, 

indictment  for  high  treason,  having  raised  a  was  on  the  trial  of  the  Ehilchess  of  Kingston, 

doubt,  whether  the  evidence  proved  him  to  be  in  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty.    But  in 

at  the  place  assigned  fur  the  overt  act  of  trea-  that  instance,  the  reasons  of  the  judges  were,  by 

son  on  the  day  laid  in  .he  ndictment.    The  order  of  the  House,  delivered  in  writing,  and 

point  was  argued  at  the  bar  by  the  counsel  for  entered  at  length  on  the  journals ;  so  that  the 

the  crown  in  the  prisoner't  preaeoce,  and  for  legal  principle  of  the  decision  is  equally  to  be 
Vol.  UI.^SS                                        Y 
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loiiBd,  which  18  not  the  case  in  any  one  instance  judges   are  abeayM  done  in  public."    Thai* 

of  the  present  impeachment.  judges  (as  should  be  remembered,  to   their 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  in  Lord  Com-  lasting  honour)  did  not  think  it  derogatorj 
wallis's  case,  conceived,  though  it  was  proper  from  their  dignity,  nor  from  their  duty  to  the 
and  agreeable  to  justice,  that  this  mode  of  put-  House  of  Lords,  to  take  such  measures  coo- 
ting  questions  to  the  judges,  and  receiving  cerning  the  publicity  of  their  resolutions,  as 
their  answer  in  public,  was  not  supported  by  should  secure  them  from  suspicion.  They 
former  precedents :  But,  he  thought,  a  book  knew  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  privacy 
of  authority  had  declared  in  favour  of  this  in  a  judicature,  where  any  publicity  is  in  use, 
QDurse.  Your  committee  is  very  sensible,  that  tends  to  beget  suspicion  and  jealousy.  Your 
antecedent  to  the  great  period  to  which  they  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  honourable 
refer,  there  are  instances  of  questions  having  policy  of  avoiding  suspicion,  by  avoiding 
been  put  to  the  judges  privately.  But  we  find  privacy,  is  not  lessened  by  any  thing  which 
the  prindpU  of  publicity  (whatever  variations  exists  in  the  present  time,  and  in  the  pre- 
from  it  there  might  be  in  practice)  to  have  been  sent  trial. 

io  clearly  established  at  a  more  early  period.  Your  committee  has  here  to  remark,  that 
that  all  the  judges  of  England  resolved,  in  this  learned  judge  seemed  to  think  the  case 
Lord  Morley's  trial,  in  the  year  1666,  (about  of  Lord  Audlcy  [Casllehaven]  to  be  more 
twelve  years  before  the  observation  of  Lord  against  him,  than  in  truth  it  was.  The  pre- 
Nottingham,)  on  a  gupposition,  that  the  trial  cedents  were  as  follow:  The  opinions  of  the 
ihould  be  aduaUy  conduded^  and  the  lard»  judges  were  taken  three  times.  The  first  tim* 
retired  to  the  chamber  of  parliament  to  contuU  on  by  the  attorney-general  at  Serjeant*s  Inn,  an- 
their  verdietf  that  even  in  that  case  (much  tecedent  to  the  trial — tlie  last  tinoe,  ai^cr  the 
stronger  than  the  obser\'ation  of  your  commit-  peers  had  retired  tq  consult  on  their  verdict, — 
tee  requires  for  its  support)  if  their  opinions  the  middle  time,  was  dtaing  the  tried  itaelf; 
should  then  be  demanded  by  the  peers,  for  the  and  here  the  opinion  was  taken  in  open  court, 
information  of  their  private  conscience,  yet  agreeably  to  what  your  committee  contends  to 
they  determined  that  they  should  be  given  in  have  been  the  usage  over  since  this  resolution 
public.  This  resolution  is  in  itself  so  solemn,  of  the  judges.  What  was  done  before  seem- 
and  is  so  bottomed  on  constitutional  prin-  ed  to  have  passed  sub  silentio,  and  possibly 
ciple,  and  legal  policy,  that  your  committee  through  mere  inadvertence, 
have  thought  fit  to  insert  it  verbatim,  in  their  Your  committee  observes,  that  the  prece- 
report,  as  tliey  relied  upon  it  at  the  bar  of  the  dents  by  them  relied  on,  were  furnished  from 
court,  when  they  contended  for  the  same  times  in  which  the  judicial  proceedings  in  par- 
publicity,  liament,  and  in  all  our  courts,  had  obtained  a 

*♦  It  was  resolved.  That  in  case  the  peers  very  regular  form.    They  were  furnished  at  a 

who  arc  tuers,  qfler  Uie  evidence  giuen,  and  the  period  in  which  Justice  Blackstonc  remarks 

prisoner  withdrawn,  and  they  gone  to  contuU  qf  that  more  laws  were  [mssed,  of  importance  to 

the  verdict,  should  desire  to  speak  with  any  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  tliao 

the  judges,  to  have  their  opinion  upon  any  point  in  any  other.    These  precedents  lean  ail  one 

of  law,  that  if  the  lord  steward  spoke  to  us  to  way,  and  carry  no  marks  of  accommodation  to 

go,  we  should  go  to  them.    But  when  the  lords  the  variable  spirit  of  the  times,  and  of  political 

asked  m  any  question,  we  should  not  deliver  occasions.  They  are  the  same  before  and  afler 

any  private  opinion ;  but  let  them  know,  rve  the  revolution.    They  aro  the  same  through 

wrrr  Titit  to  tUiiver  any  private  opinian  vnlhout  five  reigns.     The  great  men  who  presided  in 

eoriference  with  the  rest  of  the  juH^fS,  and  that  tlie  tribunals  which  furnished  these  examples, 

to  be  done  npt-nly  in  court ;  and  this  (notwith'  were  in  opposite   political  bterests,    but  ail 

Mtanding  the  pn  cedent  in  the  cnK  of  the  Earl  of  distinguished  for  tlieir  abilitv,  integrity,  anu 

CasUehai  ^i)  yi-as  tkntght  prudent,  in  regard  of  learning. 

ouraeliy\  uy  well  a*  fvr  the  avoiding  suspicion         The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  was  the  firs« 

whicli  'Mfrht  grow  65  j-'ivuJe  opinions — ALL  on  the  bench  to  promulgate  this  publicity  as  a 

resolutiuris  of  judge;  Oeiug  ALWAYS  done  rule,  has  not  lefl  us  to  seek  the  principle  io 

in  public."  the  case:   That  very  learned  man  consider! 

The  judges  in  this  resolution  overruled  the  tlie  publicity  of  the  questions  and  answers  ai 

authority  of  the   precedent,   which  militated  a  matter  of  jus' '<<*.'.  and  q/jfusCtceyauwra6/c  Is 

against  the  whole  spirit  of  tlieir  place  and  pro-  the  prisoner.    In  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  the 

fession.     Their  declaration  was   without  re-  prisoner's  counsel  did  r>ot  join  your  commit ie« 

••rve  or  exception,  that  ♦'  ail  resolutions  of  the  io  'heir  endc&vours  to  obtain  the  publicity  we 


TO  INSPECT  THE  LORDS'  JOURNALS.  501 

iemtnded.    Their  reasons  we  can  only  con-  in  this  report  are  wholly  drawn  from  proceed- 

^turo.    But  your  managers,  acting  for  this  ings  in  that  kind  of  court.    Only  two  are  cited) 

House,  were  not  the  less  bound  to  see  thai  which  are  furnished  from  a  court  constituted 

the  due  parliamentary  course  should  be  pui>  in  the  manner  supposed.    The  rest  were  in 

sued,  even  when  it  is  most  favourable  to  those  trials  by  all  the  peers,  and  not  by  a  jury  of 

whom  they  impeach.    If  it  should  answer  the  peers  with  an  high  steward, 
purposes  of  one  prisoner  to  waive  the  rights         After  long  discussions  with  the  peers  on  this 

which  belong  to  all  prisoners,  it  was  the  duty  subject,  **  The  lords  committee*  in  a  confer- 

of  your  managers  to  protect  those    general  ence  told  them  [the  committee  of  this  House, 

rights  against  that  particular  prisoner.    It  was  appointed  to  a  conference  on  the  matter]  that 

still  more  their  duty  to  endeavour,  that  their  the  high  steward  is  but  speaker  pro  tempore, 

own  questions  should  not  b«  erroneously  stat-  and  giveth  his  vote  as  well  as  the  other  lords: 

ed,  or  cases  put  which  varied  from  those  which  This  changelh  not  the  nature  of  tlie  court 

they  argued,  or  opinions  given  in  a  manner  not  And  the  lords  declared,  that  they  have  power 

supported  by  the  spirit  of  our  laws  and  institu-  enough   to  proceed  to  trial,  though  the  king 

tions,  or  by  analogy  with  the  practice  of  all  should  not  name  an  high  steward."    On  the 

our  courts.  same  day,  <*  It  is  declared  and  ordered,  by  the 

Your  committee,  much  in  the  dark  about  a  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  as- 

malter,  in  which  it  was  so  necessary  that  they  sembled,  that  the  office  of  high  sieward  oo 

should  receive  every  light,  have  heard,  that  in  trials  of  peers  upon  impeachments  is  not  necea- 

debaiing  this  matter  abroad,  it  has  been  ob-  aary  to  the  House  of  Peers — but  that  lords 

joe  ted,  tliat  many  of  the  precedents  on  which  may  proceed  in  such  trials,  if  an  high  steward 

we  most  relied  were  furnished  in  the  courts  of  is   not  appointed,  according  to  their  humble 

the  lord  high  steward,  and  not  in  trials  where  desire.^' 

(he  peers  were  judges ;  and  that  the  lord  high         To  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  and  to 

steward  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  retire  remove  all  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 

wiih  the  juror  peers,  the  judges*  opinions,  from  mons,  the  commission  of  the  lord  high  steward 

necessity,  not  from  equity  to  the  parties,  were  was  then  altered.    These  rights,  contended  for 

given  before  that  magistrate.  by  the  Commons  in  their  impeachments,  and 

Your  committee  thinks  it  scarcely  possible,  admitted  by  tho  peers,  were  asserted  in  the 

thar  the  lords  could  be  influenced  by  such  a  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  trial  of  Lord 

feeble  argument.    For,  admitting  the  fact  to  Stafford,  in  which  that  long  chain  of  uniform 

have  been  as  supposed,  there  is  no  sort  of  rea-  precedents,  with  regard  to  the  publicity  of  the 

son  why  so  uniform  a  course  of  precedents,  in  judges'  opinions  in  trials,  begins, 
a  legal  court,  composed  of  a  peer  fur  judge.         For  these  last  citations,  and  some  of  tho  re- 

and  peers  for  triers — a  course  so  favourable  to  marks,  your  committee  are   indebted  to  the 

all  parties  and  to  equal  justice — a  course  in  learned  and  upright  Justice  Foster.      They 

concurrence  with  the  procedure  of  all  our  other  have  compared  them  with  the  journals,  and  find 

courts,  should  not  have  the  greatest  authority  tliem  correct.     The  same  excellent  author  pro- 

ovt>r  their  practice  in  every  trial  betbre  the  ceeds  to  demonstrate  that  whatever  he  says  of 

lohoU  body  of  the  peerage.  trials  by  impeachment  is  equally  applicable  to 

Tho  Earl  of  Nottingham,   who   acted  %s  trials  before  the  high  steward  on  indictment ; 

high  steward  in  one  of  these  commissions,  cer-  and  consequently  that  there  is  no  ground  for  a 

tainly  know  what  he  was  saying.    Ho  gave  distinction,  with  regard  to  the  public  dociara- 

no  such  reason.    His  argument  for  the  pub-  tion  of  the  judges'  opinions,  founded  on  the 

licity  of  the  judges'  opinions,  did  not  turn  at  inapplicability  of  either  of  these  cases  to  the 

all  on  the  nature  of  his  court,  or  of  his  office  other.     The  argument  on  this  whole  matter  ie 

in  that  court.     It  rested  on  the  equity  of  the  io  satisfactory,  that  your  committee  has  ao- 

principle,  and  on  the  fair  dealing  due  to  the  nezed   it  at  large  to  the  report.*     As  there 

prisoner.  is  no  difference  in  fact  between  these  trials 

Lord  Somers  was  in  no  such  court ;  yet  his  (especially  since  the  act  which  provides  that 

drclaration  is  full  as  strong.    He  does  not  in-  all  the  peers  shall  be  summoned  to  the  trial 

deed  argue  the  point,  os  the  Earl  of  Notting-  of  a  peer)  so  there   is  no  difference  in  the 

horn  did  when  ho  considered  it  ts  a  new  case,  reason  and  principle  of  the  publicity,  let  the 

Lord  Sonicrs  considers  it  as  a  point  quite  set-  matter  of  Jie  steward's  jurisidictioQ  be  as  i 

tied — and  no  lunger  standing  in  need  of  being  may. 
supported  by  reason  or  precedent. 

But  it  is  a  mistake  that  the  precedents  stated  •  See  the  Appendix.  No.  I 
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vpon  the  record,  and  so  continued  in  the  relgai 

PUBLICITY  GENERAL.  ofEd.  Land  Ed.  II.  and  then  there  wm  Donees 

of  reports ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Ed.  III.  (vvfaea 
Your  committee  do  not  find  any  positive  the  law  was  in  its  height,)  the  causes  and  ret- 
law  which  binds  the  judges  of  the  courts  in  tons  of  judgmenu,  in  respect  of  the  multitude 
Westminster  Hall  publicly  to  give  a  reasoned  of  them,  aro  not  letdown  in  the  record,  but  then 
opinion  from  the  bench,  in  support  of  their  the  great  casuUte  and rq)airtenqfeQMe»{cer\zia 
judgment  upon  matters  that  are  stated  before  grave  and  sad  men)  published  the  caacs,  and 
them.    But  the  course  hath  prevailed  from  the  the  reamma  and  eaueet  qf  the  judgmente  sr  res»- 
oldest  limes.    It  hath  been  so  general  and  so  lution$,  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
uniform,  that  it  must  be  considered  as  the  law  of  Ed.  III.  and  since,  we  have  in  print.    But 
of  the  land.   It  has  prevailed,  so  far  as  we  can  these  also,  iliough  of  great  credit  and  exceUent 
discover,  not  only  in  all  the  courts  which  now  tue  in  their  kind,  yet  far  uruierneath  the  autho- 
exist,  whether  of  law  or  ei^uity,  but  in  those  rify  of  the  parliament  rolls,  reporting  the  aete, 
which  have  been  suppressed  or  disused,  such  judgments,  emdreeolutions  of  that  highest  ccmrtJ* 
as  the  court  of  wards  and  the  star  chamber.  Reports,  though  of  a  kind  less   authentic 
An  author,  quoted  by  Rushworth,  speaking  of  than  the  year  books  to  which  Coke  alludes,  have 
the  constitution  of  that  chamber,  says,  "  And  continued  without  interruption  to  the  time  in 
so  it  was  resolved,  by  the  judges,  on  r^erenes  which  we  live.     It  is  well  known,  that  the  ele- 
made  to  them  ;and  their  opinUm,  e^gr  delU)erats  mentary  treatise^  of  law,  and  the  dogmatical 
hearing,  and  view  <f  former  precedents,  toasptd)'  treatises  of  English  jurisprudence,  whether 
lished  in  open  court  J*    It  appears  elsewhere  in  they  appear   unilrr  the  names  of  institutes, 
tlie  same  compiler,  that  all  their  proceedings  digests,  or  commi^i»'2jies,  do  not  rest  on  the 
were  public,  even  in  deliberating  previous  to  authority  of  the  su]>iciao  power,  like  the  books 
judgment.  called  the  institute,  di^'u>t,  code,  and  authentic 
The  judges  in  their  reasonings  have  always  collations  in  the  Roman  law.    With  us,  do^ 
been  used  to  observe  on  the  arguments  employ-  trinal  books  of  that  descriplioti  have  little  or  no 
ed  by  the  counsel  on  either  side ;  and  on  the  authority,  other  than  as  they  are  supported  by 
authorities  cited  by  them,  assigning  the  grounds  the  adjudged  cases  and  roascms  given  at  one 
for  rejecting  the  authorities  which  they  reject,  time  or  other  from  the  bench ;  and  to  these  they 
or  for  adopting  those  to  which  they  adhere,  or  constantly  refer.    This  appears  in  Coke's  Insti* 
for  a  different  construction  of  law,  according  totes,  in  Comyns's  Digest,  and  in  all  bodui  of 
to  the  occasion.    This  publicity,  not  only  of  that  nature.    To  give  judgment  privately  is  to 
decision  but  of  deliberation,  is  not  confineid  to  put  an  end  to  reports ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  re- 
their  several  courts,  whether  of  law  or  equity,  ports,  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  law  of  England, 
whether  above,  or  at  nisi  prius,  but  it  prevails  It  was  fortunate  for  the  constitution  of  this  king- 
where  they  are  assembled  in  the  exchequer  dom,  that  in  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  can 
chamber,  or  at  Serjeant's  Inn,  or  wherever  of  ship  money,  the  judges  did  not  then  venture 
matters  come  before  the  judges  collectively  for  to  depart  from  the  antient  course.    They  gav« 
consultation  and  revision.     It  seems  to  your  and  they  argued  their  judgment  in  open  court* 
committee  to  be  moulded  in  the  essential  frame  Their  reasons  were   publicly  given,  and  the 
and  ccmstitution  of  British  judicature.    Your  rAsons  assigned  for  their  judgment  took  nv^iy 
committee  conceives,  that  the  English  juris-  all  its  authority.    The  great  hisloriaj\  Lord 
prudence  has  iM.  any  other  sure  foimdation.  Clarendon,  at  that  period  a  young  law}  er.  has 
nor  consequently  the  lives  and  properties  of-the  told  us,  that  the  judgua  gave  as  law  from  uis 
subject  any  sure  hold,  but  in  the  maxims,  rules,  bench  what  every  man  in  the  hall  knew  v.ol  to 
and  principles,  and  juridical  traditionary  line  bo  law.              ^ 

€f  decisions  contained  in  the  notes  taken,  and  This  publicity,  and  diis  mode  of  attending 

froin  time  to  time  published,  (mostly  under  the  the  decision  with  its  grounds,  is  observed  not 

sanction  of  the  judges,)  called  reports.  only  in  the  tribunals  where  the  judget  preside 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  law  it  appears  to  in  a  judicial  capacity  individually  or  coUectivo- 

your  committee,  that  a  course  still  better  had  |y,  but  where  they  are  consulted  by  the  peers, 

been  pursued,  but  grounded  on  the  same  prin-  on  the  law  in  all  writs  of  wnm  brought  from 

ciptes ;  and  thai  no  other  cause  than  the  roul-  below.    In  the  opinion  they  give  of  the  maU 
tiplicity  of  business  prevented  its  continuance. 

!!f  ^i"'jf"'  '^J  ^**^  ^""f  ^"""^^X  ^^"^  *  This  is  confined  to  the  judicial  opinions  in 

or  difficulties,  either  crimmal  or  civil,  the  rea-  Hambden's  case.    It  does  not  take  In  all  th^ 

eons  artd  eauses  of  the  judgment  were  set  down  extrajudicial  opiniona 
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\n  AMighed  sb  trrcur,  one  at  least  of  Um  The  Hou;t:  dio  thereoa  r^olv!«  ir^rjf  into  a 
iudgec  arrues  the  questions  at  large.  He  f'/mmiite<*,  from  which  the  Earl  »rvidlo way ,^ 
arijucu  th.«ra  pttbliely,  though  in  the  chamber  on  lUo  29th  of  the  saro^  month,  reported  al 
of  pafliarrcnt ;  and  in  sudi  a  manner  that  TuUows:  "  That  the  House  has,  in  the  trial  of 
every  ]ir'>roe8-x!r,  practili<iner|  or  student  of  Warren  Hantings,  £si]uire,  proceeded  in  a 
the  lav;  '.s  we!l  as  the  parties  to  the  suit,  may  regular  course  in  tho  manner  of  propounding 
learn  tho  opinions  of  all  the  ju<i<ves  of  all  the  tlieir  questioas  to  the  judges  in  the  chamber 
ooiirts  .:pon  those  points,  in  which  the  judges  of  parliam<4it,  und  in  receiving  their  answen 
in  ouc  .-4Mirt  might  be  mittULkcn.  to  them  in  tlic  same  place."  The  resolution 
Your  romr.iittce  is  of  opinion,  that  nothing  was  agreed  to  by  the  lords  ;  but  tho  protest  (as 
better  couU!  be  devised  by  human  wisdom  below) "^  was  entered  thereupon,  and  support- 
than  arpi:cd  judgments  publicly  delivered,  fur  ed  by  strong  arguments, 
preserving  unbroken  the  ^reat  traditionary  Your  committee  remark,  that  this  resolu- 
body  of  the  law,  and  for  marking,  whilst  (hat  tion  states  only,  that  the  House  had  proceeded 
great  body  remained  unaltered,  every  varia-  in  this  secret  maimer  of  propounding  questions 
tion  in  the  application  and  tlic  i-onstruction  of  to  the  judges,  and  of  receiving  their  answers 
particular  parts ;  for  pointing  out  the  ground  of  during  the  trial,  and  on  matters  of  debate  be- 
aach  variation;  and  for  enab-a\g  the  learned  tween  the  parties, -''  in  a  regular  course."  It 
of  the  bar  and  all  intelligent  laymen  to  dis-  does  not  assert  that  another  course  would  not 
tingubh  those  changes  made  for  the  advance-  have  been  as  regular.  It  does  not  state  either 
ment  of  a  more  solid,  equitable,  and  substan- 
tial justice,  according  to  the  variable  nature  •  jx^tenttent. 

of  human  affairs,  a  progressive   experience,  itu    Because,  by  con:<ulting  the  judges  out 

and  the    improvement  of  moral   philosophy,  of  C"urt  in  the  absence  of  the  parties,  and  with 

from  those  hazardous  changes  in  any  of  the  ■»»"*  doors,  we  have  deviated  from  tho  most  ap- 

,    ,    ?.            ,/,  proved,  and  almost  uninterrupted,  practice  ol 

anuent  opinions  and  decisions,  which  may  „oove  a  cemury  and  a  half,  and  established  a 

arise  from  ignorance,  from  levity,  from  fal^e  (.recedent  not  only  destructive  of  the  justice  due 

refinement,  from  a  spirit  of  innovation,  or  from  *"  t^ie  parties  at  our  bar,  but  materially  Injurious 

«h.r  m,.i«,,  of  a  nature  not  more  ju,tifi.bl..  rJ^/oVtl-'^hmer  ."ISt^o;'  Ji'clTi  Jl^.l.': 

Your  committee,  findmg  this  course  of  pro-  urested  that  all  proceedings  o(  this  high  court 

eeedin^  to  be  concordant  with  the  cliaractor  of  parliament  should  be  open  and  exposed,  like 

and  spiritof  our  judicial  proceeding,  continued  •"  o'bcr  courts  of  justice,  to  public  observation 

£»««.*:....  :».».«.iL».».i  ...».^.t^  K».r«iim.n*.  *"^  comment.  In  onier  thaino  covert  and  pri- 

from  time  inimcmonal,  supported  by  arguments  ^^^^  practices  should  defeat  (he  great  ends  of 

of  sound    theory,  and  confirmed   by   effects  public  justice. 

highly  beneficial,  could  not  see  without  uneasi-  2dly.  Because,  from  private  opinions  of  the 

ness,  in  this  ereat  trial  for  Indian  offences,  a  Judges,  upon  private  statements,  which  the  par- 

^.  i!  J  :       .?.*:»»      A  <»:».»  ti,.:r  rmitm^t^A  ties  have  neiiher  heard  nor  seen,  grounds  of  a 

marked  mnovation.     Against  their  reiterated  j^j,,„„  ^.^^  ^  obtained,  whteh  mSsi inevitably 

requests,  remonstrances,  and  protestations,  the  affect  the  cause  at  issue  at  our  bar ;  this  mode 

opinions  of  the  judges  were  always  taken  to-  of  proceeding  seems  to  be  a  violation  of  the  first 

cretly.    Not  only  the  constitutional  publicity  principle  of  justice,  inasmuch  as  we  there».y 

c^    .-i.:-i    ...-«   ^^t^w^A    »..   ..mr.^^A   »/» fkl  force  and  confine  the  opinions  of  the  judsu!«  »o 

for   whicli  we   contend   was  refused  to  the  our  private  sutement ;  and  through  Che  m.^uium 

request  and  entreaty  of  your  committee ;  but  ©four  subsetiuent  decision  we  transfer  the  ef- 

when  a  noble  peer,  on  the  24th  of  Jtme  1789,  feet  of  those  opinions  to  the  panied.  who  have 

did  in  open  court  declare,  that  he  would  then  5«f "  deprived  of  the  right  and  advantage  of 

'                   ..        .    .L    •  J        •    »k  .  bein?  heard  by  such  private,  though  unlntend- 

propose  some  questions  to  the  judges  in  that  ed,rfransmutaiiona  of  the  point  at  issue, 

place,  and  hoped  to  receive  their  answer  open-  adlv.  Because  the  prisoners  who  may  b?re. 

ly,  according  to  the  approved  good  customs  aAer  have  the  miafortune  to  stand  at  our  b«i  will 

of  that  and  of  other  courta-tlie  lords  instant-  ^  deprived  of  that  consolation  which  the  lord 

,                             .     f  _i.             II  high  steward  Nonmrharo  conveyed  to  the  prl- 

ly  put  a  stop  to  the  further  proceedmg  by  an  ^^^^  j^^d  Cornw Jlis,  vli.  *«  That  the  lorda 

immediate  adjournment  to  (he  chamber  of  par-  have  that  tender  regard  of  a  prisoner  at  ilie  bar, 

liament.     Upon  this  adjournment  we  find,  by  that  they  wilj  not  suffer  a  case  to  be  put  in  his 

the  lords'  journals,  that  the  Houw.  on  being  ^.'/^'jji^  I*,  •*^'^"'**  P^JuJIce  him  by  being 

lesumed,  ordered,   that  "  it  shoi»id  resolve  ^thfy'^calwe  unusnal  mystery  and  secrecy 

itself  if\l(  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  In  our  iui*iclal  proceedings  must  tend  cither  to 

on  M«K.»fc.y  next,  to  take  into  consideration  discredit  the  acouu'ai  of  the  prisoner,  or  render 

what  is  the  proper  manner  of  putting  quesUons  ^^  J"«'ce  ^y;;«^;^g^^^^^«  doMbiTul. 

by  the  W>rds  to  the  judges,  and  of  their  an-  SUFFOLK  AND  BERKSHIRE 

twering  the  same  in  judicial  prooeedioga.**  LOUGMBOROUQU. 
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judicial  convenience,  principle,  or  body  of  pre-  dence  as  iLcy  arc  furimlieJ  with  rrom 

Ctdents  for  that  re^nW  eourw.    No  such  body  lources  of  authenticity,  ami  which  io  then 

of  precedents  appear  on  the  journal  that  we  judgment,  aided  by  the  best  advice  they  could 

could  discover.     Seven-and-twenty,  at  least,  obtain,  is  possessed  of  a  moral  aptitude  ju- 

in  a  regular  series,  are  directly  contrary   to  ridically  to   prove   or   to  illustrate   the 


this  regular  course.      Since   the  era  of  tho  which  the  House  had  given  them  in  charge. 

S9th  of  June  1789,  no  one  question  has  been 

admitted  to  go  publicly  to  the  judges.  MODE   OP   PUTTING    THE    aUES- 

This  determined  and  systematic    privacy  TIONS. 

was  the  more  alarming  to  your  committee,  be- 
cause the  questions  did  not    (except  in  that        When  your  committee  came  to  examiM 

case)  originate  from  the  lords  for  the  direction  into  those  private  opinions  of  the  judges,  they 

.K  iheir  own  conscience.     These    questions,  found,  to  their  no  small  concern,  that  the  mode 

n  »iime  material  instances,  were  not  made  or  both  of  putting  the  questions  to  the  judges, 

iliowcd  by  the  parties  at  Uie  bar,  nor  settled  and  their  answers,  was  still  more  unusual  and 

in  fj\ien  court,  but  differed   materially  from  unprecedented   than   the  privacy  with  which 

what  your  managers  contended  was  the  true  those  questions  were  given  and  resolved. 
Slate  of  the  question,  as  put  and  argued  by         This  mode  strikes,  as  «ie  apprehend,  at  the 

them.    They  were  such  as  the  lords  thought  vital  privileges  of  the  House.     For  with  the 

proper  to  slate  for  them.   Strong  remonstrances  tingle  exception  of  the  first  question  put  to  the 

pro(iucedm>mcalteratton  in  this  particular;  but  judges   in    1788,  the  case  being  stated,  the 

even  after  these  remonstrances,  several  ques-  questions  are  raised  directly,  specifically,  and 

tions  were  made,  on  statements  which  the  ma-  by  name,  on   those  privileges ;  that  is  vJui 

nagtrrs  never  made  nor  admitted.  evidence  is  it  con^tetenifor  the  managerg  of  the 

Your  committee  does  not  know  of  any  pre-  Houee  of  CommofnA  to  produce?    We  c<mceive, 

cedent  before  this,  in  which  the  peers,  on  a  that  it  was  not  proper,  nar  justified  by  a  mnfk 

proposal  of  the  Commons,  or  of  a  less  weighty  precedentf  to  refer  to  the  judges  of  the  inferiour 

person  before  their  court,  to  have  the  cases  courts  any  question,  and  still  less  for  them  to 

publicly  referred  to  the  judges,  and  their  argu-  decide  in  their  answer,  of  what  is  or  is  not 

monts  and  resolutions  delivered  in  their  pre-  competent  for  the  House  of  Commons,  or  £» 

sence,  absolutely  refused.  The  very  few  prece-  any  committee  acting  under  their  authority,  to 

dents  of  such  private  reference  on  trials,  have  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  any  instance  or  respect 

been  made,  as  we  have  observed  already,  sub  whatsoever.     This  new  and  unheard-of  course 

silentio,  and  without  any  observation  from  the  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  subject  to  the 

parties.    In  the  precedents  we  produce,  the  discretion  of  the  judges  the  law  of  parliament 

determination  is  accompanied  with  its  reasons,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commooi, 

and  the  publicity  is  considered  as  the  clear  im-  and  in  a  great  measure  the  judicial  privilegea 

doubted  right  of  the  parties.  of  the  peers  themselves;  any  intermeddling  is 

Your  committee,  using  (heir  best  diligence,  which  on  their  part,  we  conceive  to  be  a  dan- 
have  never  been  able  to  form  a  clear  opinion  gerous  and  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power, 
upon  the  ground  and  principle  of  these  de-  It  is  contrary  to  what  has  been  declared  by 
cisions.  The  mere  result  upon  each  case  de-  Lord  Coke  himself,  in  a  passage  before  quot- 
cided  by  the  lords,  furnished  them  with  no  ed,  to  be  the  duty  of  the  judges:  and  to  what 
light  from  any  principle,  precedent,  or  fore-  the  judges  of  former  times  have  confessed  to  be 
gone  authority  of  law  or  reason,  to  guide  th^m  their  duty,  on  occasions  to  which  he  refers  in 
with  regard  to  tho  next  matter  of  evidence  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth.  And  we  are  of 
which  they  had  to  offer,  or  to  discriminate  what  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  those  sages  of  the 
matter  ought  to  be  urged,  or  to  be  set  aside ;  law,  and  others  their  successors,  who  have 
your  committee  not  being  able  to  divine,  whe-  been  thus  diffident  and  cautious  in  giving  tiieir 
■her  the  particular  evidence,  which,  upon  a  opinions  upon  matters  concerning  pariiaroeot, 
conjectural  principle,  tliey  might  choose  to  and  particularly  on  the  privileges  of  the  Houso 
ib&r.don,  would  not  appear  to  this  Houso,  and  of  Commons,  was  Is  :dable  in  the  example, 
to  (he  judging  worki  at  large,  to  be  admissible,  and  ougUt  lo  be  foHowed ;  particularly  tiis 
4ind  possibly  decisive  proof.  In  these  straits  principles  cpon  ^vliich  the  judges  declined  to 
diey  had  tuid  have  no  ch<Mce,  but  either  wholly  give  their  oplnioite  in  the  year  1614.  It  ap* 
to  abandon  the  prosecution,  and  of  consequence  pears  by  the  journals  of  the  lords,  that  a  ques- 
lo  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  tliem  by  this  tion  concerning  the  law  relative  to  iropositiuas 
House,  or  to  bring  forward  such  matte.*  of  evi-  having  been  put  to  the  judges,  the  proceeding 
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WH  as  follows:"  Whether  the  lords,  the  judges,  an  adjouromont."     The  lord  high  ttawtid 
■hall  bo  heard  delirer  their  opinion  touching  the  doubted  of  his  power  to  adjourn  the  court, 
point  of  impositions,  before  further  considerap  The  case  was  evidently  new,  and  his  grace 
tion  be  had  of  answer  to  be  returned  to  the  proposed  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
lower  House,  concerning  the  mesMge  from  them  upon  it.    The  judges,  in  consequence,  oflfeiw 
lately  received."     Whereupon  the  number  of  ing  to  withdraw  into  the  exchequer  chamber, 
the  lords,  requiring  to  hear  the  judges*  opinions  lonl  Falconbcrg  "  insisted  that  the  question 
by  saying  '*  eontent^^  exceeding   the  others  concerned  the  privilege  of  the  peerage  only, 
which  said   "  non  content"  the    lords,  the  and  conceived  that  the  jW^e*  are  nol  concerned 
jtidges,  so  desiring  were  permitted  to  withdraw  to  make  any  determination  in  tttat  matter;  and 
themselves  into  the  lord  chancellour's  private  being  guch  a  point  qf  privilege,  eertainfy  the  inff 
rooms ;  where  having  remained  a  while,  and  ad-  riow  courts  have  no  right  to  determine  it  J*    It 
vised  together,  they  returned  into  the  House,  was  insisted,  therefore,  that  the  lords  triers 
and  having  taken  their  places,  and  standing  should  retire  with  the  judges.     The  lord  higt 
discovered,  did  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord  chief  steward  thought  differently,  and  opposed  thii 
justice  of  the  king's  bench,  humbly  desire  to  be  motion  ;  but  finding  the  other  opinion  generally 
forborne  at  this  time,  in  this  place,  to  deliver  prevalent,  he  gave  way,  and  the  lords  triers 
any  opinion  in  this  case,  for  many  weighty  retired,  taking  the  judges  to  their  ccmsult 
and  important  reasons,  which  his  lordship  de-  When  the  judges  returned,  they  delivered  their 
livered  with  great  gravity  and  eloquence  ;  con-  opinion  in  open  court.     Lord  chief   justice 
eluding,  that  himself  and  his  brethren  are  upon  Herbert  spoke  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 
particulars  injudicial  course  to  speok  and  judge  judges.    After  observing  on  the  novelty  of  the 
between  the  king's  majesty  and  his  people,  case,  with  a  temperate  and  becoming  reserve 
and  likewise  between  his  highnesses  subjects,  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  parliaments,  he 
and  in  no  case  to  be  disputants  on  any  side.**  marked  out  tlie  limits  of  the  office  of  the  infe- 
Your  committee  do  not  find  any  thing  which,  riour  judges  on  such  occasions,  and  declared, 
through  inadvertence  or  design,  had  a  tendency  "  AU  thai  we,  the  judge*,  can  do,  is  to  ctoquaint 
to  subject  the  law  and  course  of  parliament  to  your  grace  and  the  nobU  lords  what  the  law  is  in 
the  opinions   of  the  judges  of  the  inferiour  the  inferiour  courts  in  eases  of  the  like  nature, 
courts,  from  that  period  until  the  first  of  James  and  the  reason  of  the  law  in  those  points,  and 
the  Second.     The  trial  of  Lord  Delamcre  for  then  leave  the  jurisdietion  of  the  court  to  itspro' 
high  treason  was  had  by  special  commission  per  judgment.^*    The  chief  justice  concluded 
before  the  brd  high  steward:  It  was  before  his  statement  of  the  usage  below,  and  his  ob- 
Ihe  act  which  directs  that  all  peers  should  be  servations  on  the  difference  of  the  cases  of  a 
summoned  to  such  trials.     This  was  not  a  peer  tried  in  full  parliament,  and  by  a  special 
trial  in  full  parliament,  in  which  case  it  was  coDunission,in  this  manner:  "  Upon  the  wholt 
Ihon  contended  for,  that  the  lord  high  steward  matter,  my  lords,  whether  the  peers,  being 
wis  the  judge  of  the  law,  presiding  in  the  court,  judges  in  the  one  and  not  in  the  other  instance, 
hut  had  no  vote  in  the  verdict;  and  that  the  alters  the  case,  or  whether  the  reason  of  the 
lords  were  triers  only,  and  had  no  vote  in  the  law  in  inferiour  courts,  why  the  jury  are  not 
judgment  of  the  law.    This  was  looked  on  as  permitted  to  separate  until  they  have  discharge 
ihe  course,  where  the  trial  was  not  in  full  par-  ed  themselves  of  their  verdict,  may  have  any 
liament,  in  which   latter  case,  there  was  no  influence  on  this  case,  lo^c  that  reason  seems 
doubt  but  that  the-  lord  high  steward  made  a  tofaU,  the  prisoner  being  to  be  tried  by  men 
nirt  of  the   body  of  the  triers,  and  that  the  of  unquestionable  honour,  ire  connof  presume  so 
whole  Hou<te  was  the  judge.^     In  this  cause,  far  as  to  make  any  determination,  in  a  ease  whkk 
sfier  the  evidence  for  the  crown  had  been  clos-  is  both  new  to  us,  and  of  great  consequence  in  ti- 
ed, tho  prisoner  prayed  the  court  to  adjourn,  sdf;  but  think  it  the  proper  way  for  us,  having 
The  lord  high  steward  doubted  his  power  to  laid  matters  as  we  conceive  ilicm  before  your 
tc^e  that  step  in  that  stage  of  the  trial ;  and  grace  and  my  lords,  to  submit  the  jurisdiction  tff 
the  question   was,  "  Whether,  the  trial   not  your  own  court  to  your  own  dela^ntion.** 
being  in  full  parliament,  when  the  prisoner  is  It  appears   to  your  committee,  that    the 
upon  his  trial,  and  evidence  for  the  king   is  lords,  who  stood  against  submitting  tho  course 
given,  the  lords  being  (as  it  may  be  termed)  of  their  high  court  to  the  inferiour  jtidges,  and 
charged  with  the  prisoner,  the  peers  may  se-  that  the  judges,  who,  with  a  legal  and  coo- 
parate  for  a  time,  which  is  the  consequence  of  stitutional   discretion,   declined    giving   any 

•  See  the  lord  high  steward's  speech  on  that  7"»»°"   »"    ^"  °»*"«':'   *^'*^    "  *»«*«• 

Mad.  1st  J.  H.  "***" «  *iw  your  oommtttee  sees  no 
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why  the  peers,  at  this  day,  should  bo  less  whole  process  and  conduct  of  the  triali  but 
attentive  to  the  rights  of  their  court,  with  through  that  medium  tq  transfer  to  them  the 
regard  to  an  exclmive  judgment  on  their  own  ultimate  judgment  on  the  caose  it«n'f  and  its 
proceedings,  or  to  the  rights  of  the  Commons     merits. 

acting  as  accusers  for  the  whole  Commons  The  judges  attendant  on  the  court  of  peersi 
of  Great  Britain  in  that  court,  or  why  the  hitherto  have  not  been  supposed  to  know  the 
judges  should  be  less  reserved  in  deciding  particulars  and  minute  circumstances  of  the 
upon  any  of  these  points  of  high  parliamen-  cause,  and  must  therefore  be  incompetent 
tary  privilege,  than  the  judges  of  that  and  the  to  determine  upon  those  circumstances.  The 
preceding  periods.  This  present  case  is  evidence  taken  is  not,  of  course,  that  we  can 
a  proceeding  in  full  parliament,  and  not  like  find,  delivered  to  them — nor  do  we  £xui,  that 
the  case  under  the  commission  in  the  time  of  in  fact  any  order  has  been  ma4^e  (i*i  L':«,l  pur- 
James  the  Second,  and  still  more  evidently  pose,  even  suppoftin*;  that  the  e\idtz:ce  cjuuld 
out  of  the  province  of  the  judges  in  the  in-  at  all  regularly  be  put  before  tbcni.  They 
feriour  courts.  are  present  in  court,  not  to  hear  the  trial,  but 

All  the  precedents  previous  to  the  trial  of     solely  to  advise  in  matter  of  law-^licjr  r.m- 
Warren  Hastings,   Esquire,  seem   to  your     not  take  upon  themselves  to  say  ^ny  tMng 
committee  to  bo  uniform.     The  judges  had     about  the  Bengal  consultations,  or  to  know 
constantly  refused  lo  give  an  opinion  on  any     any  thing  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  of  KcIIeram, 
of  the  powers,  privileges,  or  competencies  of     or  of  Mr.  Francis,  or  Sir  John  Ciavcriog. 
either  House.    But  in  the  present  instance         That  the  House  may  be  the  more  fuUy 
your  committee  has  found,  with  great  con-     enabled  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
cem,  a  further  matter  of  innovation.    Hither-     of  thus  putting  the  question  sptc^fieaUy^  and 
to   the  constant   practice   has  been   to  put     on  the  gross  cate^  your  commiitce  thinks  fit 
questions    to   the   judges  but    in    the  three     here  to  insert  one  of  those  qucsi ions,  reserving 
following  ways ;  as,  Ist,  A  question  di  pure     a  discussion  of  its  particular  merits  to  another 
abstract  law,  williout  refereix:e   to  any  case,     place.    It  was  stated  on  the  22d  of  April  1790, 
or  merely  upon  an  A.  B.  case  stated  to  them.     "  On  that  day  the  managers  propoM>d  to  show 
Sdly,  To  the  legal  construction  c^  some  act     that  Kelleram  fell  into  great  balances  with 
of  parliament.    Sdly,  To  report  the  course     the  East-India  Company,  in    consequence 
of  proceeding  in  the  courts  below,  upon  an     of  his  appointment."    It  la  wo  stated  in  the 
abstract  case.      Besides  these   three,  your     printed  minutes,  (p.  1206.)    But  the  real  teo- 
oommittee  knows  not  of  a  single  example  of     dency  and  gist  of  die-  (>roiK>iiition  is  not  shown, 
any  sort,  during  the  course  of  any  judicial     —However  tlie  question  was  put, "  whether 
proceeding  at  the  bar  of  tho  House  of  Lords,     it  be  or  be  not  competent  to  the  managers  far 
whether  the  prosecution  has  been  by  indict-     the  Commons  to  give  evidence  v^pon  the  duxrge 
ment,  by  infonnation  from  the  attorney-general,     m  the  StJi  artirU^  to  prove  that  the  rent  which 
or  by  impeachment  of  the  House  of  Commons,     the  dcfcnda>:,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
In  the  present  trial,  the  judges  appear  to     let  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  said  6lh  article 
your  committee  not  to  have  given  their  judg-     of  charge  to  Kelleram,  fell  iiito  arrear  and  was 
ment  on  points  of  law,  stated  as  such,  but  to     deficient ;  and  whether  if  proof  were  offered 
have  in  effect  tried  the  cause,  in  the  whole     that  the  rent  fell  into  arrear  immediately  aAer 
eourse  of  it,  with  one  instance  to  the  contrary,     the  letting,  the  evidence  in  that  case  would 
The  lords  have  stated  no  question  of  gene-     be  competent  ?'*  The  judges  answered  on 
ral  law ;  no  question  on  the  construction  of  an     the  27th  of  the  said  month,  as  fellows :  <'  It 
act  of  parliament ;  no  question  concerning  the     is  not  competent  for  the  managers  far  the  Ilaum 
practice  of  the  courts  below.    They  put  Me     <^  Commons  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge 
wlioU  gross  ease,  and  matterin  question  J  tath  all     in  the  6th  artido,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at 
Us  eireumstancesj  to  the  judges.  They  have,/or     which  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let 
cAe^sT  time,  demanded  of  them  what  panicular     the  lands  in  the  said  6th  article  of  charge  n; 
person,  paper,  or  document  ought,  or  ought  not,     Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was  deficieni.*' 
to  be  produced  before  them  by  the  managers         The  House  will  observe,  that  on  the  que». 
for  tiiu  Commons  of  Great  Britain  :  for  in-     tion  two  cases  of  competence  were  put— >Tho 
stance,  whether,  under  such  an  article,  the  Ben-     first  on  the  competence  of  managers  forth* 
falconsultationsof  such  a  day,  the  examinar     House  of  Commons  to   give  the  evidenca 
tion  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  and  the  like.    The     supposed  to  be  offered  by  them,  but  which  wa 
operation  of  diis  method  is   in  substance,     deny  to  have  been  offered  in  the  manner  and 
not  Qoly  lo  laaV.o  the  judges  masters  of  the     for  the  purpose  assumed  in  this  questioo 
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The  Becond  is  in  a  ihap«  apparently  more  ou  Uio  ccnipetonro  of  the  mani|r0ni  for  the 

abstracted,  and  more  noorijr  approaching  te  Comman^«-the  competence  of  the  ovidence  to 

parliamentary  regularity— <in  the  competence  nc  produced—- who  are  to  be  permitted  to  ap- 

of  the  evidence  itself,  in  tiie  case  of  a  sup-  jiear — what  questions  are  to  be  asked  of  witp 

posed  circumstance  being  9tift«rH<ided.     The  nessev — and  indeed,  parcel  by  parcel,  on  the 

judges  answered  ofily  the  first,  «teuying  flatly  whole  of  the  gross  case  before  them ;  as  weU 

the  com|>etencc  >){  the  managers.     As  to  the  as  to  determine  upon  the  order,  method,  and 

second,  the  con([<«:'.i'ncc  of  the  supposed  eri«  processof  every  part  of  their  proceedings.  The 

dence,  they  arc  pro(''»*mdly  silent.      Havin«  judges  of  the  inferiour  courts  are  by  law  ren- 

given  this  blow  to  our  competence,  about  the  dered    independent  of  the  crown.    But  this, 

other  question  (which  was  mure  within  their  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  subject,  would  be  a 

province)  namely,  the  competence  of  evidence  grievance,  if  no  way  was  left  of  producing  a 

on  a  case  hy{>otlieiically  stated,   they  gave  responsibility.    If  the  lords  cannot  or  will  not 

themselves  no  trouble.     The  lords  on  that  act  without  the  judges,  and  if  (which   Grod 

occasion   rejected  the  '^rioie  evidence.     On  forbid !)  the  Commons  should  find  it  at  any 

the  face  of  tlie  j-hI;^os'  opinion,  it  is  a  deter-  time  hereaAer  necessary  to  impeach  them  biH 

mination  on  a  cit^,  the  trial  of  which  was  not  fore  the  lords ;  Uiis  House  would  find  the  lords 

with  them,  iiu:  it  contains  no  rule  or  prinapie  disabled  in  their  functions,  feiuful  of  giving  any 

of  laWf  to  u-ai<:h  alone  it  was  their  duty  to  judgment  on  matter  of  law,  or  admitting  any 

speak.*  proof  of  fact  without  them,  [the  judges ;]  and 

Thuse  essential  innovations  tend,  as  your  having  once  assumed  the  rule  of  proceeding 

committee  conceives,  to  make  an  entire  alter-  and  practice  below  as  their  rule,  they  must  at 

ation  in  the  constitution,  and  in  the  purposes  every  instant  resort,  for  their  means  of  judging^ 

of  the  high  court  of  parliament,  and  even  to  to  the  authority  of  tliose  whom  they  arc  ap- 

reverse  the  antic  ni  relations  between  the  kirds  pointed  to  judge. 

and  the  jud^.'ce.     They  tend  wholly  to  take  Your  committee  must  always  act  with  re- 

away  from  the  Conunons  the  benefit  of  making  gard  to  men  as  they  are.     There  are  no  privi* 

good  their  cave  before  the  proper  judges,  arui  leges  or  exemptions  from  the  infirmities  of  our 

submit  this  high  inquest  to  the  inferiour  courts,  common  nature.     We  are  sensiitle,  that  all 

Your  committee  sees  no  reason  why,  on  the  men,  and  without  any  evil  intentiotin,  will  nar* 

same  principles  and  precedents,  the  lords  may  turally  wish  to  extend  their  own  jurisdictioHi 

not  terminate  their  proceedings  in  this,  and  in  and  to  weaken  all  tlie  power  by  which  they  may 

all  future  trials,  by  sending  the  whole  body  of  be  limited  and  controulled.     It  is  th«'  business 

evidence  taken  before  them  in  the  shape  of  a  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  counteract  this 

special  verdict,  to  the  judges,  and  may  not  de-  tendericy.    This  House  had  given  to  its  map 

mand  of  them,  whether  thoy  ought,  on  the  nagers  no  power  to  abandon  its  privileges,  and 

whole  matter,  to  acquit  or  condemn  the  pri-  the  rights  of  its  constituents.    They  were  tbem- 

soncr ;  nor  can  we  discover  any  cause  that  selves  as  little  disposed  as  authorized  to  make 

should  hinder  them  [the  judges]  froiti  deciding  this  surrender.     They  are  membrrs   of  Chis 

on  the  accumulative  body  of  the  ovi<)mce,  as  House,  not  only  charged  with  the  management 

hiihertri  they  have  done  in  its  paru,  and  fi'oni  of  this  impeachment,  but  partaking  of  a  ge* 

dictating  the  exbtence  or  non-existence  of  a  neral  trust,  inseparable  from  the  Commons  of 

misdemeanour  or  other  crime  in  the  prisoner,  Qreat  Britain  in  parliament  asyemblcd,  one  of 

as  they  think  fit— without  any  more  reference  whose  principal  functions  and  duties  it  is,  to  be 

to  principle,  or  precedent  of  law,  than  hitherto  observant  of  the  courts  of  justic*^,  and  to  take 

(hey  have  thought  proper  to  apply  in  determin*  due  care  Uiat  none  of  them,  from  the  lowest  Is 

ing  on  (he  several  parcels  of  this  cause.  the   highest,   shall  pursue   new   courses  un 

Yuur  committee  apprehends,  that  very  se-  known  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this 

rioiis  inconveniences  and  mischiefs  may  here-  kingdom,  or  to  equity,  sound  legal  policy,  or 

after  arise  from  a  practice   in  the  House  of  substantial  justice.    Your  committee  were  noC 

Lords,  of  considering  it«elf  as  unable  to  act  sent  into  Westminster  Hall  for  the  purpose  of 

without  the  judges  of  the  infcrioiir  courts,  of  contributing  in  their  persons,  and  under  the 

implicitly  following  their  dictates,  of  adhering  authority  of  the  House,  to  change  the  course 

with  a  literal  precision  to  the  very  words  of  or  law  of  parliament,  which  had  continued 

their  res|K>n8es,  and  of  putting  them  to  decide  unquestioned  for  at  least  four  hundred  years. 

•  All  the  resolutions  of  the  juclges,  lo  the  time  ^li^*"'  JT  \'  "L^\  t-Y''  "***,** 

of  the  refrrence  to  the  commliiee,  are  In  the  »»««'  precedents  to  be  establisheo,  with  rela- 

Appendlz,  No.  9L  Uon  to  the  law  and  rule  of  evidence,  which 
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tended  in  their  opinion  to  shut  up  for  ever  all  that  the  nilea  of  proceedings  in  theae  ooarii 

the  avenuea  to  justice.     Thejr  were  not  to  tary,  and  some  ofthem  very  essentially;  yet  tha 

consider  a  rule  of  evidence  as  a  means  of  cxxi-  usage  of  each  court  is  the  law  of  the  court,  and 

cealincnt.   They  were  not,  without  a  struggle,  it  would  be  vain  to  object  to  any  rule  in  an) 

to  suffer  any  subtleties  to  prevail,  which  would  court,  that  it  is  not  the  rule  of  another  court, 

render  a  process  in  parliament,  not  the  ter-  For  instance,  as  a  general  rule,  the  court  of 

rour,  but  the  protection,  of  all  the  fraud  and  king's  bench,  on  trials  by  jury,  cannot  receive 

violence   arising  from    the  abuse  of  British  depositions,  but  must  judge  by  testimony  mm 

power  in  the  East.    Accordingly,  your  mana-  voce.    The  rule  of  the  court  of  chancery  is  not 

gers  contended  \K-iih  all  their  might,  as  their  only  not  the  same,  but  it  is  the  reverse,  and 

predecessors  in  the  same  place  had  contended  Lord  Hardwicke  ruled  accordingly:   "  The 

with  more  ability  and  learning,  but  not  with  constant  and  established  proceedings  of  this 

more -zeal  and  more  firmness,  against  those  dan-  court,"  said  this  great  magistrate,  "are  on 

gerous  innovations,  as  they  were  successively  written  evidence,  like  the  porccedings  on  the 

introduced :  they  held  themselves  bound  con-  civil  and  canon  law.    This  is  the  cour^  (A 

stantly  to  protest,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  the  court,  and  the  course  of  the  court  is  the 

tlieydid  prostest,  in  discourses  of  considerable  law  of  the  court." — Atkyns,  vol.  i.  p.  446. 

length,  against  those  private,  and  for  what  they  Your  managers  were  convinced,  that  oik  of 

could  find,  unargued  judicial  opinions,  which  the  principal  reasons,  for  which  this  cause 

must,  as  they  fear,  introduce  by  degrees  the  was  brought  into  parliament,  was  the  danger 

miserable  servitude  which  exists  where  the  law  that  in  inferiour  courts  their  rule  would  be 

is  uncertain  or  unknown.  formed  naturally  upon  their  ordinary  experience 

and  the  exigencies  of  the  cases  which  in  ordi- 

DEBATES  ON  EVIDENCE.  nary  course  came  before  tliem.    This  expe- 
rience, and  the  exigencies  of  these  cases,  ex- 

The  chief  debates  at  the  bar,  and  the  decl-  tend  little  further  than  the  concerns  of  a  peo- 
sions  of  the  judges  (which  we  find  in  all  cases  pie  comparatively   in  a  narrow  vicinage— a 
implicitly  adopted,  in  all  their  extent,  and  people  of  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  language, 
without  qualification,  by  the  lords)  turned  upon  religion,  manners,  laws,  and  habits.    With 
evidence.    Your  committee,  before  the  trial  them,  an  intercourse  of  every  kind  was  easy, 
began,  were  apprized,  by  discourses  which  pni-  These  rules  of  law  in  most  cases,  and  tlie 
dence  did  not  permit  them  to  neglect,  that  en-  practice  of  the  courts  in  all,  could  not  be  easily 
dcavours  would  be  used  to  embarrass  them  in  applicable  to  a  people  separated  from  Great 
their  proceedings  by  exceptions  against  evi-  Britain  by  a  very  great  part  of  the  globe ; 
dence ;  that  the  judgments  and  opinions  of  the  separated  by  manners,  by  principles  of  reli- 
courts  below  would  be  resorted  to  on  this  sub-  gion,  and  of  inveterate  habits  as  strong  as 
ject ;  that  there  the  rules  of  evidence  were  nature  itself,  still  more  than  by  the  circum 
precise,  rigorous,  and  inflexible ;  and  that  the  stance  of  local  dbtance.    Such  confined  and 
counsel  fur  the  criminal  would  endeavour  to  inapplicable  rules  would  be  convenient  indeed 
introduce  the  same  rules,  with  the  same  severity  to  oppression,  to  extortion,  bribery,  and  coi^ 
and  exactness,  into  this  trial.    Your  committee  niption,  but  ruinous  to  the  people,  whose  pro 
were  fully  assured,  and  were  resolved  strenu-  tection  is  the  true  object  of  all  tribunals,  and 
oiisly  to  contend,  that  no  doctrine  or  rule  of  of  all  their  rules.    Even  English  judges  in 
law,  much  less  the  practice  of  any  court,  ought  India,  who  have  been  suffici^tly  tenacious  of 
to  have  weight  or  authority  in  parliament,  fur-  what  they  considered  as  the  rules  of  English 
ther  than  as  such  doctrine,  rule,  or  practice,  is  courts,  were  obliged,  in  many  points,  and  par- 
agreeable  to  the  proceedings  in  parliament,  or  ticularly  with  regard  to  evidence,  to  relax  very 
hath  received  the  sanction  of  approved  prece-  considerably,  as  the  civil  and  politic  govern- 
dent  there ;  or  is  founded  on  the  immutable  ment  has  been  obliged  to  do  in  several  other 
principles  ofsubstantialjustice,  without  which  cases,  on  account  of  insuperable  difliculties 
your  committee  readily  agrees,  no  practice  in  arising  from  a  great  diversity  of  manners,  and 
any  court,  high  or  low,  is  proper  or  fit  to  be  from  what  may  be  considered  as  a  diversity 
maintained.  even  in  the  very  constitution  of  their  minds 

In  this  preference  of  the  rules  observed  in  instances  of  which  your  committee  will  sub- 

the  high  court  of  parliament,  pce-eminenly  join  in  a  fu  ture  appendix . 

■upcriour  ir*  all  the  rest,  there  is  no  claim  Another  great  cauje,  why  your  committee 

Bade,  wliich  the  inferiour  courts  do  not  make,  conceived  this  House  had  chosen  to  procee<^ 

sacb  with  regard  to  itself.    It  is  well  known,  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  was  because 
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dM  inieriour  courta  were  habituated,  with  They  will  be  for  ever,  what,  for  the  greatar 
rery  few  exceptions,  to  try  men  Ibr  the  abuse  part  they  have  hitherto  been,  inclined  to  com- 
only  of  their  individual  and  natural  powers,  promise  will)  the  corruption  of  the  magi*- 
which  can  extend  but  a  little  way.  Before  trates,  as  a  screen  against  that  violence,  fnm 
them,  offences,  whether  of  fraud  or  violence,  which  the  laws  afford  them  no  redress, 
or  both,  are,  for  much  the  greater  part,  charged  For  these  reasons,  your  committee  did,  and 
upon  persons  of  mean  and  obscure  condition,  do,  strongly  contend  that  the  court  of  parlia* 
Those  unhappy  persons  are  so  far  from  being  ment  ought  to  be  open  with  great  facility  to 
supported  by  men  of  rank  and  influence,  that  the  production  of  all  evidence,  except  that, 
the  whole  weight  and  force  of  the  community  which  the  precedents  of  parliament  teach 
is  directed  against  them.  In  this  case,  they  them  authoritatively  to  reject,  or  which  hath 
are  in  general  objects  of  protection  as  well  as  no  sort  of  natural  aptitude  directly  or  circuro- 
of  punishment ;  and  the  course  perhaps  ought,  stantially  to  prove  the  cose.  They  have  been 
as  it  is  commonly  said  to  be,  not  to  sufler  any  and  are  invariably  of  opinion.  That  the  lords 
thing  to  be  applied  to  their  conviction  beyond  ought  to  enlarge  {cptd  not  to  contract)  the  ruU$ 
what  the  strictest  rules  will  permit.  But  in  qf  evidence ^  according  to  the  nature  and  difficul' 
the  cause  which  your  managers  have  in  charge,  tiei  of  the  case^  for  redress  to  the  injured,  for 
tlie  circumstances  are  the  very  reverse  to  what  the  punishment  of  oppression,  for  the  detec> 
happens  in  the  cases  of  mere  personal  delin-  tion  of  fraud  ;  and  that  they  ought  above  all 
queiicy,  which  come  before  the  inferiour  courts,  to  prevent  what  is  the  greatest  dishonour  to 
These  courts  have  not  before  them  persons  all  laws,  and  to  all  tribunals — the  failure  of 
who  act,  and  who  justify  their  acts,  by  the  justice.  To  prevent  the  last  of  those  evils,  all 
nature  of  a  despot ical  and  arbitrary  power,  courts  in  this  and  all  countries  have  constantly 
The  abuses,  stated  in  our  impeachment,  are  made  all  their  maxims  and  principles  concern- 
not  those  of  mere  individual,  natural  faculties,  ing  testimony  to  conform  ;  although  such  courts 
but  the  abuses  of  civil  and  political  authority,  have  been  bound  undoubtedly  by  stricter  rules. 
The  offence  is  that  of  one  who  has  carried  both  of  form  and  of  prescript  cases,  than  the 
with  him  in  the  perpetration  of  his  crimes,  sovereign  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the  lords 
whether  of  violence  or  of  fraud,  the  whole  on  the  impeachment  of  the  Commons  ever  has 
force  of  the  state ;  who  in  the  perpetration  been,  or  ever  ought  to  be.  Therefore  your 
and  concealment  of  offences,  has  had  the  ad-  committee  doth  totally  reject  any  rules,  by 
vantage  uf  all  the  means  and  powers  given  to  which  the  practice  of  any  inferiour  court  is 
government  for  the  detection  an^  punish-  affirmed  as  a  directory  guide  to  an  higher, 
ment  of  guilt,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  peo-  especially  where  the  forms  and  the  powers  of 
pie.  The  people  themselves,  on  whose  be-  the  judicature  are  different,  and  the  objects 
half  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  take  up  of  judicial  inquiry  are  not  the  same, 
tliis  remedial  and  protecting  prosecution,  are  Your  committee  conceives  that  the  trial  of 
naturally  timid.  Their  spirits  are  broken  by  a  cause  is  not  in  the  arguments  or  disputa- 
the  arbitrary  power  usurped  over  them,  and  tions  of  the  prosecutors  and  the  cutmcil,  but 
claimed  by  the  delinquent  as  hiii  law.  They  are  in  the  euidenee;  and  that  to  refuse  evidence 
ready  to  flatter  the  power  which  they  dread,  is  to  refiise  to  hear  the  cause:  nothing  there* 
They  are  apt  to  look  for  favour  from  their  gover-  fore,  bat  the  most  clear  and  weighty  reasons, 
Hours,  by  covering  those  vices  in  the  predecessor  ought  to  preclude  its  production.  Yourcom- 
which  they  fear  the  success^  noay  be  dispos-  mittee  conceives  that,  when  evidence,  on  the 
ed  to  imitate.  They  have  reason  to  consider  face  of  it  relevant,  thai  is,  connected  with  the 
complaints  as  means  not  of  redress,  but  of  ag-  party  and  the  charge,  was  denied  to  be  com- 
gravation  to  their  sufferings  ;  and  when  they  petent,  the  burthen  lay  upon  thoH  who  oppoaed 
shall  ultimately  hear  that  the  nature  of  the  it,  to  set  forth  the  authorities,  whether  of  po- 
British  laws,  and  the  rules  of  its  tribunals,  sitive  statute,  known  recognized  maxims  and 
are  such  as  by  no  care  or  study  either  they,  or  principles  of  law,  passages  in  an  accredited 
even  the  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain,  who  institute,  code,  digef,t,  or  systematic  treatise 
lake  up  their  cause,  can  oorop'^hend,  but  are  of  laws,  or  some  adjudged  cases,  wherein  the 
such  as  in  cflfect  and  operation  leave  them  courts  have  rejected  evidence  of  that  nature, 
unprotected,  and  render  tho^o  who  oppress  No  such  thing  ever  (except  in  one  instance, 
them  secure  in  their  spoils,  they  must  think  to  which  m^  shall  hereafler  speak)  was  pro- 
still  worse  of  British  justice  than  of  the  arbi-  diiced  at  the  bar,  nor  (that  we  know  of)  pro- 
trary  power  of  the  company's  servants,  which  duced  by  the  lords  in  iheir  debatM,  or  bv 
bath   bceo   exercised  to  their  dettnictioo.  the  judges  in  the  opinions  by  them  dciiverM* 
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Thef«ibre,  for  an/  thia^  which  as  yet  appeam  shreM.   They  were  all  determioei  C'^^^^aestait 

to  your  oornmiiteo  to  the  contn.ry,  these  ro-  ol  by  iho  managers  in  their  &,TO(ir)  \r/  the 

iponses  and  decisions  were,  in  many  of  tiio  knls  thcrtselvea,  without  any  reforuiic*  to  tfas 

pointfl,  not  the  determinations  of  any  law  what-  judges.    In  the  discussion  of  ono  uf  il^ei^i  a 

soever,  butmere  arbitrary  decrees,  to  which  wo  qu<«tion  was  stated  for  the  judgei  oit.i^miag 

could  not  without  solemn  protestation  submit,  the  law  in  a  similar  case  upon  Ui  lufonia- 

Your  committee,  at  an  early  period,  and  fre-  tion  in  the  court  below ;  but  it  wjls  ii:  Jisido 

quently  since  the  commencement  of  this  trial,  by  the  previous  question, 

have  neglected  no  means  of  research,  which  On  the  impeachment  of  Lortl  LcT;.t,  n» 

might  afford  ihem  information  concerning  these  more  than  one  olijection  to  evidentre  vvas  ts;- 

sapposed    strict  and  inflexible  rules  of  pro-  ken  by  the  minagers,  against  wiiich  Lord 

ceeding,  and  of  evidence,  which  appeared  to  Lovai's  counsel  were  not  permitted  to  argue, 

them  destructive  of  all  the  means  and  ends  of  Three  objectioro  on  the  part  of  t!to  p^-ii^icr 

justice: — and,  first,  they  examined  carefully  were  made  to  the  evidence  offered  by  (he  mi- 

the  rolls  and  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  nager8,but  all  without  success.   Tlie  instance! 

as  also  the  printed  trials  of  cases  before  that  of  similar  objectiur*s  in  parliamentary  trials  of 

court.  peers  on  indictments,  are  too  few  and  too  un- 

Your  committee  finds  but  one  instance^  in  important    to  require  being   particularized— 

the  whole  course  of  parliamentary  impeach-  one,  that  in  the  case  of  Lord  Warwick,  hai 

roents,  in  which  evidence  offered  by  the  Com-  been  already  stated. 

roons  hos  been  rejected  on  the  plea  of  inad-  The  principles  of  these  precedents  do  not 
missibility  or  incompetence.  This  was  in  the  in  the  least  affect  any  case  of  evidence  which 
case  of  Lord  Strafibrde*s  trial ;  when  the  copy  your  managers  had  to  support.  I'bo  paucity 
of  a  warrant  (the  same  not  having  any  attes-  and  inapplicability  of  instances  of  this  kind, 
tation  to  authenticate  it  as  a  true  copy)  was,  convince  your  committee  that  the  lords  hare 
on  deliberation,  not  admitted :  and  your  conn  over  used  some  latitude  and  liberality  in  all  the 
roittee  thinks,  as  the  case  stood,  with  reason,  means  of  bringing  information  before  them^ 
—But  even  in  this  one  instance,  the  lords  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that,  as  tlie  lords 
seemed  to  show  a  marked  anxiety  not  to  nor-  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  judges  of  law 
row  too  much  the  admissibility  of  evidence,  and  fact,  many  cases  should  occur  (except 
for  they  confined  their  determination  "  to  this  those  where  a  personal  viva  voce  witoe&s  is  de- 
individual  case,"  as  the  lord  steward  reported  nied  to  be  comftetent)  in  whidi  a  judge,  possess 
their  resolution ;  and,  he  adds,  *'  they  conceive  ing  an  entire  judicial  ca{vacity,  can  determine 
this  to  be  no  impediment  or  failure  in  the  by  anticipation  what  is  good  evidence,  and 
proceed ifig,  because  the  truth  and  verity  of  it  what  i>ot,  before  he  has  heard  it.  When  he 
would  depend  on  the  first  general  power  given  has  heard  it,  of  course  he  will  judge  what 
to  execute  it,  which  they  who  manage  tlie  evi-  weight  it  is  to  have  upon  his  mirid,  or  whe- 
denco  for  the  Commons  say  they  could  prove."  ther  it  ought  not  entirely  to  be  struck  out  of 
—Neither  have  objections  to  evidence  ofiered  the  proceedings. 

by  'he  prisoner  been  very  frequently  made,  nor  Your  committee,  always  protesting,  as  be- 
ohen  allowed  when  made.  In  the  same  case  fore,  against  the  admission  of  any  law,  foreign 
of  Lord  StrafTorde,  two  books  produced  by  his  or  domestic,  as  of  authority  in  parliament,  fur- 
lordship,  without  proof  by  whom  they  were  ther  than  as  written  reason,  and  the  opinion 
written,  were  rejected  (and  on  a  clear  prin-  of  wise  and  informed  men,  has  examined  into 
ciplo)  "  OA  being  private  books,  and  no  re*  the  writers  on  the  civil  law,  antient  and  more 
cords."  On  both  these  occasions,  the  questions  recent ,  in  order  to  discover  what  those  rules  of 
were  determined  by  tlie  lords  alone,  without  evidence,  in  any  sort  applicable  to  criminal 
any  resort  to  the  opinions  of  the  judges.  In  cases,  were,  which  were  supposed  to  stand  in 
the  impeachments  of  Lord  StrafTorde,  Dr.  Sa-  the  way  of  the  trial  of  offences  ctimmitted  in 
cheverell,  and  Lord  Wintoun,  no  objection  to  India. 

evidence  appears  in  the  lords*  journals  to  have  They  find,  that  tho^term  evidence,  eoidnlia, 

been  pressed,  and  not  above  one  taken,  which  from  whence  ours  is  taken,  has  a  sense  difl^ 

was  on  the  part  of  the  managers.  ent  in   the  Roman  law,  from  what  it  is  qd- 

Several  objections  were  indeed  taken  to  dcrstood  to  bear  in  the  English  ju*-:rprudeiioe. 

evidence   in    the  Lord   Macclefleld*s    trial.  The  term  most  nearly  answerin?  (o  %<  in  the 

They  were   made  on  the  p«.rt  of  the  mana^  Roman,  being  jriifra/^,  proof ;  wlut';i. :  Jte  the 

ger,  except   in    two   instances,    where    the  term   evufeTice,    is  a  generic   term,  irxludinf 

objectKMu  were  made  by  the  witnesses  then»>  every  thing  by  which  a  doubtful  matl«tr  may  b» 
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•endared  mora  eerUia  to  tlM  jodge  ;  or»  at  jMraoii,  oarody,  that  Im  if  ia  a  reputable  lilM* 
Gilbert  eaqirwee  it,  efwy  matter  te  evideoee  atkm ;  or  for  eauHi  thai  ia  to  eaj,  that  the  ta^ 
vhieh  amounta  to  the  proof  of  the  point  in  timooj  girea  ia  notlbr  reward,  nor  fiivoar,  nor 
jBeation.  (or  enmity,  such  a  witneei  ia  admiarible.'' 
On  the  general  head  of  oridonce  or  proof,  This  first  description  goes  to  ooaipiteiwt ;  be- 
four  ooounittee  finds,  that  much  has  been  writ-  tween  which  and  eredif ,  Lord  Hardwid[e  Jually 
^n  by  persons  learned  in  the  Roman  law,  par-  sajrs  the  discrimination  is  very  nice :  the  othet 
licularly  in  modem  times ;  and  that  many  at-  port  of  the  text  shows  their  anxiety  to  reduce 
tcmpLi  have  been  made  to  reduce  to  rules  the  credibility  itself  to  a  fixed  rule.  It  proceeds, 
principle^  of  evidence  or  proof,  a  matter  which  tliereforo,  "  His  sacred  majesty,  Hadrian,  is> 
by  its  very  nature  seems  incapable  of  that  sued  a  rescript  to  Vivius  Varus,  lieutenant  oC 
simplicity,  precision,  and  generality,  which  Cilicia,  to  this  eflTect,  That  he  who  sits  ia' 
ore  necessary  to  supply  the  matter,  or  to  give  Judgment  is  the  roost  capable  of  determining 
the  form  to  a  rule  of  law.  Mach  learning  hoa  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  witnesses.*'  The 
been  employed  on  the  doctrine  of  indications  words  of  the  letter  of  rescript  are  as  follow 
and  presumptions,  in  their  books ;  far  more  '*  You  ought  best  to  know  what  credit  is  to  be 
tlian  is  to  bo  found  in  our  law.  Very  subtle  given  to  witnesses, — who,  and  of  what  dignity, 
disquisitions  were  made,  on  all  matters  of  ju-  and  of  what  estimation  they  are,  whether  they 
risprtidence,  in  the  times  of  the  classical  civil  seem  to  deliver  their  evidence  with  simplicity 
law,  by  «the  followers  c(  the  Stoic  sdiool.  In  and  candour— whether  they  seem  to  bring  a 
tho  modem  school  of  tho  same  law,  tlie  same  formed  and  premeditated  discourse— or  wh»- 
course  was  taken  by  Bartolus,  Baldus,  and  the  ther  on  the  spot  they  give  probable  matter  in 
civilians  who  followed  them,  before  tho  com-  answer  to  tho  questions  that  are  put  to  them." 
plete  revival  of  literature.  All  the  discussions  And  there  remains  a  rescript  of  the  same 
to  bo  found  in  those  voluminous  writings  fur-  prince  to  Valerius  Varus  on  the  bringing  out 
nish  undoubtedly  an  useful  exercise  to  the  the  credit  of  witnesses.  This  appears  to  go 
mind,  by  methodizing  the  various  forms,  in  more  to  the  general  principles  of  evidence.  It 
which  one  set  of  facts,  or  collection  of  facts,  is  in  these  words:  "what  evidence,  and  in 
or  the  qualities  or  demeanour  of  persons,  re-  what  measure  or  degree,  shall  amount  to  proof  io 
ciprocally  intluenco  each  other ;  and,  by  this  each  case,  can  be  defined  in  no  manner  whal- 
oourse  of  juridical  discipline,  they  add  to  the  soever  that  is  suflkiently  certain.  For,  though 
readiness  and  sagacity  of  those  who  are  called  not  always,  yet  frequently,  tho  truth  of  the  af- 
to  plead  or  to  judge.  But  as  human  affairs  fair  may  appear  without  any  matter  of  public 
and  human  actions  are  not  of  a  metaphysical  record.  In  some  cases,  the  number  of  the  wit- 
nature,  but  tho  subject  is  concrete,  complex,  nesscs,  in  others  their  dignity  and  authority, 
and  moral,  they  cannot  be  subjected  (without  is  to  be  weigtied ;  in  others,  concurring  public 
exceptions  which  reduce  it  almost  to  nothing)  fame  tends  to  confirm  the  credit  of  the  eri 
to  any  certain  rule.  Their  rules  with  re«;ard  dence  in  question.  This  alone  I  am  able,  aaa 
!•  competence  were  many  and  strict,  and  our  in  a  few  words,  to  give  you  as  my  determina- 
lawyers  have  mentioned  it  to  their  reproach,  tioo,  that  you  ought  not  too  readily  to  binz 
"  The  civilians  (it  has  been  observed)  differ  yoorself  to  try  the  cause  upon  any  one  descrip* 
in  nothing  more  than  admitting  evidence ;  for  tion  of  evidence ;  but  you  are  to  estimate  by 
they  reject  histriones,  &c.  and  whole  tribes  of  your  own  discretion  what  you  ought  to  credit, 
people."  But  this  extreme  rigour  as  to  com-  or  what  appears  to  you  not  to  be  established  by 
potency,  rejected  by  our  law,  is  not  found  to  proof  sufficieut. 

extend  to  the  geniu  of  evidence,  but  only  to  a        The  modem  writers  on  the  civil  law  have 

particular  species — ^personal  witnesses.    In-  likewise  much  mattor  on  this  subject,  and 

deed,  after  all  their  efforts  to  fu  these  things  have  introduced  a  strictoess,  with  rrgard  to 

by  positive  and  inflexible   maxims,  the  hett  personal  testimony,  which  our  particular  jurta- 

Roman  lawyers  in  their  best  ages  were  obliged  prudence  has  not  thought  it  at  all  proper  to 

to  confess,  that  every  cose  of  evidence  rather  adopt.    In  others  we  have  copied  them  more 

firmed  its  oxm  rule,  than  tliat  any  rule  oouki  clos«ly.    They  divide  evidence  into  two  parts, 

be  adopto<l  to  every  case :  The  best  opinions,  in  which  they  do  not  differ  from  the  aotienls. 

however,  seem  to  have  reduced  the  admissi-  1st.  What  is  evidence,  or  proof  by  itself  f 

bility  of  witn-isses  to  a  few  headf .     **  For  if,"  Sdly.  What  b  presumption, ''  which  ii  a  pro* 

said  Calistratus,  in  a  passage  pntrrrfA  to  us  in  bable  conjecture  from  a  reforrnce  to  something 

the  digest,  *'  the  testimony  it  free  from  suspi-  which,  coming  from  marks  and  tokens 

cioii,  either  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the  tained,  shall  be  token  !br  truth,  tmtil 
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other  shall  be  adduced  ?'*  Again,  they  have  soAer,  all  the  Tarious  concurrent  proofs  Er;o::Id 
laboured  particularly  lo  fu  rules  for  presump-  overpower  him,  like  a  storm  of  hail/*  This  rf 
lions,  which  they  divide  into,  1.  Violent  and  held  particularly  true  in  cases  where  crimes 
necessary.  2.  Probable.  3,  and  lastly,  Slight  are  secret,  and  detection  difficult.  The  neces- 
and  rash.  But,  finding  that  this  head  of  pre-  sity  of  detecting  and  punishing  such  crimes 
sunY>tive  evidence  (which  makes  so  large  a  superseded,  in  the  soundest  auUiors,  this  thco- 
part  with  them  and  with  us  in  the  trial  of  all  retic  aim  at  perfection,  and  obliged  technical 
causes,  and  particularly  criminal  causes)  is  science  to  submit  to  practical  expedience.  Jn 
extremely  difficult  to  ascertain,  either  with  re  criminalif  said  the  rigourists,  Probationet 
regard  to  what  shall  be  considered  as  exclu-  dehent  e*se  evidentet  el  luce  meridiana,  clarianM, 
lively  creating  any  of  these  three  degrees  of  and  so  undoubtedly  it  is  in  olTcnces  which  ad- 
presumption,  or  what  facts,  and  how  proved, —  mit  such  proof.  But  reflection  taught  them, 
and  what  marks  and  tokens  may  serve  to  esta-  tliat  even  tlieir  favourite  rules  nf  incompetence 
blish  them,— even  those  civilians,  whose  cha-  must  give  way  to  the  exigencies  of  distributive 
ractcr  it  is  to  be  subtle  to  a  fault,  havo  been  justice.  One  of  the  best  modem  writers  on  the 
obliged  to  abandon  the  task — and  have  fairly  imperial  criminal  law,  particularly  as  practised 
confessed,  that  the  labours  of  writers  to  fix  in  Saxony  (Carpzovius)  says,  *'  This  alone  I 
rules  for  these  matters  have  been  vain  and  think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  even  incom* 
fruitless.  One  of  the  most  able  of  them  has  pelcnt  witnesses  are  sometimes  admitted,  if 
said,  "  That  the  doctors  of  the  law  havo  writ-  otherwise  the  truth  cannot  be  got  at ;  and 
ten  nothing  of  value  concerning  presumptions;  this  particularly  in  facts  and  crimes  which  are 
nor  is  the  subject  matter  surh  as  to  be  reduced  of  difficult  proof," — and  for  this  doctrine  he 
within  the  prescribed  limit  of  any  certain  cites  Farinacius,  Mascardus,  and  other  cmi- 
rules.  In  truth,  it  is  from  the  actual  existing  nent  civilians  who  had  written  on  evidence.— 
case,  and  from  the  circumstjinces  of  the  per-  He  proceedj  aflerwards — "However,  this  is  to 
sons,  and  of  the  business,  that  we  ought  (under  be  taken  with  a  caution,  that  the  impossibility 
the  guidance  of  an  incorrupt  judgment  of  the  of  otherwise  discovering  the  truth  is  not  coo- 
mind,  which  is  called  an  equitable  discretion)  strued  from  hence,  that  other  witnesses  were 
lo  determine  what  presumptions  or  conjecturai  not  actually  concerned,  but  that  from  the  na- 
proofs  are  to  be  admitted  as  rational,  or  re-  ture  of  the  crime,  or  from  regard  had  to  the 
jecled  as  false,  or  on  which  the  understanding  place  and  time,  other  witnesses  could  not 
can  pronounce  nothing,  either  the  one  way  or  be  present."  Many  other  passages  from  the 
the  other."  same  authority,  and  from  others  to  a  similar 

It  is  certain,  that  whatever  over  strictness  effect,  might  be  added:  We  shall  only  remark 

is  to  be  found  in  the  older  writers  on  this  law,  shortly,  that  Gaill,  a  writer  on  the  practice  of 

with  regard  to  evidence,  it  chiefly  related  to  that  law  the  most  frequently  cited  in  our  own 

the  mere  competency  of  witnesses ;  yet  even  courts,  gives  the  rule  more  in  the  fcirm  of  a 

here  the  rigour  of  the  Roman  lawyers  relaxed  maxim;  "That   the  law    is  contented   with 

on  llie  necessity  of  the  case.    Persons  who  such  proof  as  ctm  be  made,  if  the  subject  in  iU 

kept  houses  of  ill  fame  were  with  them  incom-  nature  is  difficult  of  proof."     And  the  same 

potent  witnesses ;  yet  among  the  maxims  of  writer,  in  another  passage,  refers  to  another 

thai  law,  the  rule  is  well  known  of  "  Testet  still  more  general  maxim  (and  a  sound  maxhn 

hipanares  in  re  Ivpcaiaxi.^^  it  is)  that  the  power  and  means  of  proof  ou^ht 

In  ordinary  cases,   they  require  Iwo  wit-  not  be  narrowed  but  enlarged,  that  the  truth 

nesses  to  prove  a  fact ;  and  therefore  they  held,  may  not  be  concealed  :  Profxitionum  facuUm 

"  that  if  there  be  but  one  witness,  and  no  pro-  non  anguatari,  sed  ampliaxi  dcbealy  ne  veritaa 

bablo  grounds  of  presumption  of  some  kind  occidtdur. 

(ntUla  argumenta)  that  one  witness  is  by  no  On  the  whole,  your  committee  can  find  no- 
means  to  be  heard  ;"  and  it  is  not  inelegantly  thing  in  the  writings  of  the  learned  in  this  law 
said  in  that  case,  Non  jus  dejidti  sedpnbatioy  any  more  than  ihcy  could  discover  any  thing 
**  the  failure  is  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  proof."  in  the  law  of  parliament,  to  support  any  one  of 
But  if  other  grounds  of  presumption  appear,  the  determinations  given  by  the  judges,  and 
one  witness  is  to  be  heard  ;  "  for  it  is  not  ne-  adopted  by  the  lords,  against  the  evidence 
cessary  that  one  crime  should  be  established  which  your  committee  offered,  whether  direct 
Dy  one  sort  of  proof  only,  as  by  witnesses,  or  and  positive,  or  merely  (as  for  the  greater  part 
by  documents,  or  by  presumptions;  all  the  it  was)  circumstantial,  and  produced  as  a 
modes  of  evidence  may  be  so  conjoined,  that  ground  to  form  legitimate  presumption  against 
where  none  of  them  afcne  would  affect  the  ori-  the  defendant :  nor,  if  they  »vcre  lo  admit  (which 
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tboy  do  not)  thii  civil  law  to  be  of  authori^  maxim,  every  presumption  of  law  creation, 

in  furnishmg  any  rule  in  an  impeachment  of  and  every  fiction  of  law,  with  a  punctilious  ex- 

thc  Commons,  more  than  as  it  may  occasionally  actness ;  and  (his  seems  to  have  been  tho  coarse 

furnish  a  principle  of  reason  on  a  now  or  un-  which  bws*have  taken  in  every  nation.*     It 

determined  point,  do  they  find  any  rule,  or  any  was  probably  from  this  rigour,  and  from  a  sense 

princiiile,  derived  from  (hat  law,  which  could  of  its  pressure,  that,  at  an  early  period  of  our 

or  ought  to  have  made  us  keep  back  tho  evi-  law,  far  more  causes  of  criminal  jurisdiction 

denco  which  we  offered.    On  \hfi  contrary,  we  were  carried  into  tho  House  of  Lords,  and  tho 

rather  li.ink  those  rules  and  principles  to  bo  council  board,  where  laymen  were  judges,  than 

in  agreement  wi(h  our  conduct.  can  or  ought  to  bo  at  present. 

As  to  the  canon  law,  your  committee,  finding         As  the  business  of  courts  of  ef|uity  became 

it  to  have  adopted  the  civil  law  with  no  very  more  enlarged,  and  more  methodical ;  as  ma- 

essential  variation,  does  not  feel  it  necessary  to  gistrates,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  presided  io 

make  any  particular  statement  on  that  subject,  the  court  of  chancery,  who  were  not  bred  to  the 

Your  committee  then  came  to  examine  into  common  law ;  as  commerce,  with  its  advantage! 
tho  authorities  in  the  English  law,  both  as  it  and  its  necessities,  opened  a  communication 
has  prevailed  for  many  years  back,  and  as  it  more  largely  with  other  countries ;  as  tho  law 
h^  been  recently  received  in  our  courts  below,  of  nature  and  nations  (always  a  pan  of  tlie  law 
They  found  on  the  whole  the  rules  rather  less  of  England)  came  to  be  cultivated  ;  as  an  in- 
strict,  more  liberal,  and  less  loaded  with  posi-  creasing  empire ;  as  new  views  and  now  com* 
Uvo  limitations,  than  hi  (he  Roman  law.  The  binations  of  things  wore  opened,  this  antique 
origin  of  this  latitude  may  perhaps  be  sought  rigour  and  overdone  severity  gave  way  to  the 
in  this  circumstance,  which  we  know  to  have  accommodation  of  l^uman  concerns,  for  which 
relaxed  tho  rigour  of  the  Roman  law— courts  rules  were  made,  and  not  human  concerns 
in  England  do  not  judge,  upon  evidence,  se-  made  to  bend  to  them. 
CMwlum  alltgcUa  et  prohcUa,  as  in  other  coun-  At  length,  Lonl  Hardwicke,  in  a  case  the 
tries  and  under  other  laws  they  do,  but  upon  mostsolemnly  argued  of  any  within  the  memory 
veniict.  By  a  fiction  of  law,  they  consider  of  man,  with  the  aid  of  the  greatest  learning  at 
the  jury  as  supplying  in  some  sense  the  place  the  bar,  and  with  the  aid  of  all  the  learning  on 
of  testimony.  One  witness  (and  for  that  rea-  the  bench,  both  bench  and  bar  being  then  sup- 
•on)  is  allowed  sufficient  to  convict,  in  cases  of  pUcd  with  men  of  the  first  form,  declared  from 
"elony,  which  in  other  laws  is  not  permitted,  the  bench,  and  in  concurrence  with  tho  rest 

Iti  aii'icni  times  it  has  happened  to  the  law  of  the  judges,  and  with  the  most  learned  of  the 

of  England  (as  in  pleading,  so  in  matter  of  evi-  long  robe,  the  able  council  on  the  side  of  the  okl 

dencu.)  iliat  a  rigid  strictness  in  the  applica-  restrictive  principles,  making  no  reclamation 

lion  of  tuclinical  rules,  has  been  more  observed  ~~**  That  the  judges  and  sages  of  the  law  have 

tlian  at  pr.'sent  it  is.     In  the  more  early  ages,  laid  it  down,  that  there  is  but  ONE  general 

as  the  mi).!s  of  the  judges  were  in  general  less  >^l^  of  evidence— the  best  that  the  nature  of 

conveniau'.  in  the  sdfairs  of  the  world,  as  the  the  case  will  admit."     This,  then,  the  master 

sphere  of  their  jurisdic* ion  was  less  extensive,  rule,  that  governs  all  the   subordinate  rules, 

and  as  the  matters  which  came  before  them  does  in  reality  subject  itself  and  its  own  virtue 

wero  of  less  variety  and  complexity,  the  rulo  and  authority  to  the  nature  of  tho  case  ;  and 

being  in  general  righ(,  not  so  much  inconveni-  leaves  no  rule  at  all  of  on  uidependeni,  abstract, 

ence  on  the  whole  was  found  from  a  literal  ad-  <ind  substantive  quality.     Sir  Dudley  Ryder 

horenco  to  it,  as  might  have  arisen  from  an  (then  attorney-general,  afterwards  chief  jus- 

endtavour   towards   a    liberal    and    equitable  tice)  in  his  learned  argument  obser\'cd— '♦  It 

departure,  for  which  further  experience,  and  *■  extremely  proper,  that  there  should  be  tomt 

a  more  continued   cultivation  of  equity  as  a  general  rules  in  relation  to  evidence ;  but  if 

scioiico,  had  not  then  so  fully  prepared  thcni.  exceptions  are  ncC  allowed  tu  them,  it  would 

In  those  times,  that  judicial  policy  was  not  to  be  better  to  demolish  all  the  gener.al  rules.^ 

bo  condumne.!.  We  find  too,  that,  probably  from  There  is  no  genera!  rulo  without  exception  that 
the  sarno  cause,  most  of  their  doctrine  leaned  »     .         .    ,         .      . 

U,»ard,  .,.„  ,..cric.ion-,  .„..  ,he  old  lawy.r,  .;e^;,;S,:;rV:[;to:'i;rLV:i:»lrn.T.i 

beinj!^  br«.-.l,  according  to  the   then  philosophy  in  verb'»nim  super^^ii'iore  fundat«,  eaque  Cice 

>f  tlio  schools,  in  habits  of  great  subtlety  and  ronhapiatcm  fvi"  ;i!ii_'ii.  man^itque  anuo^ictrd- 

refinement  of  distinction,  and  having  once  taken  *"'  ^®   H"?  ''^"<^  rxccpii,  vl^uiujue  anno.i  fere 

ti..,  u     .  .         .  r      •  J  79,  superior!  toiiL**;  nMnanior  ;  quii>i>e  quQ  ma* 

tfiat  bent,  very  great  aculencss  of  mind  was  g|^   uiiliiate  comnml.  quam  poieiate  verbS^ 

displayed  in  mamtaming  every  rule,  every  rum,  uegotia  moaerareiur.    Oravina,  p.  88^ 
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we  know  of,  but  thiB,  that  the  best  evidence  Urgement  through  two  stages  of  proof,  both  of 

diaii  bit  admitted,  which  the  nalure  of  the  caikH  them  contrary  to  the  rule  of  law,  and  both 

will  oflbrd.    I  will  show,  that  rules,  as  geneniJ  abhorrent  firom  its  principles,  arc  by  tJiis  great 

at  this,  are  broke  in  upon,  for  the  sake  ofai'  jodgo  accumulated  upon  one  another,  and  are 

lowing  evidence.    There  is  no  rule  that  seems  admitted  from  fwcBSst/y,  to  accommodate  ho- 

more  binding,  than  that  a  roan  shall  not  be  man  affairs,  and  to  prevent  that,  which  courts 

admitted  an  evidence  in  his  own  case,  and  yet  are  by  every  possible  means  instituted  to  pre- 

the  sutute  of  Hue  and  Cry  is  an  exception,  vent— A  FAILURE  OK  JUSTICE.   And 

A  nian's  books  are  allowed  to  be  evidence,  or,  this  necenity  is  not  caifined  within  the  strid 

which  is  in  substance  the  same,  his  servant's  limits  of  physical  cauvss,  but  is  more  lax,  and 

books,  because  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  takes  in  mond,  and  even  pretumed  and  argU' 

it ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  brewer's  servants. —  mentalive  necessity,  a  necenity  which  b  in  UlcX 

Another  general  rule,  that  a  wife  cannot  be  nothing  more  than  a  great  degree  of  expedi- 

witness  against  her  husband,  has  been  broke  ency.    The  law  creates  a  6ctitious  necessity 

m  upon  in  cases  d*  treason  :  That  the  last  against  the  rules  of  evidence   in  favour  of  the 

words  of  a  dying  man  are  given  in  evidence,  in  convenience  of  trade:     An  exception,  which 

the  case  of  nuirder,  is  also  an  exception  to  the  on  a  similar  principle  had  bci«)re  been  admit* 

general  rule,  that  a  man  may  not  be  examined  tod  in  the  civil  law,  as  to  mercantile  causes, 

without  oath."    Such  are  the  doctrines  of  this  in  which  the  bodes  of  the  party  were  receiv- 

great  lawyer.  od  to  give  full  effect  lo  an  in^iffi-ricni  degree  of 

Chief  justice  Willes  concurs  with   Lord  proof,  called  in  the  nicety  of  their  distinctions 

Hardwickeas  to  dispensing  with  strict  rtiles  Ktmipltnaprcbatio. 

of  evidence.    "  Such  evidence,"  he  says,  "  is        But  to  proceed  with  Lord  Hardwicke ;— he 

to  be  admitted  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  will  observes,  that  "  a  tradesman 's  books  (that  is, 

allow  of  ;   as,   for  instance,  a  marriage  at  the  acts  of  the  party  iou-rcsiod,  himself)  are 

Utrecht,  certified  under  the  seal  of  the  minis-  admitted  as  evidence,  x.>ai  through   atmiuU 

t^r  there,  and  of  tho  said  town,  and  that  they  necessity,  but  by  reason  of  a  presitmptiim  of 

cohabited  together  as  man  and  wife,  was  held  necessity  inferred  only  from    the    nature  of 

to  be  sufficient  proof  that  they  were  married."  commerce.    No  rule,"  continued  Lord  Hard- 

This  learned  judge  (commenting  upon  Lord  wicke,  "  can  be  more  settled,  than  that  testi- 

Coke's  doctrine, and  Sergeant  Hawkins's  after  mony  is  not  to  be  mceived  but  upon  oath;  but 

him,  that  tho  oaths  of  Jews  and  Pagans  were  he  lays  it  down,  that  an  oath  itself  n>ay  be  dis- 

not  to  be  taken)   says,   "  That  this  notion,  penscd  with.    "  There  is  another  instance,** 

though  ailvanced  by  so  great  a  man,  is  con-  sajrs  he,  "  where  the  lawful  oath  may  be  dis- 

trary  to  religion,  common  sense,  and  common  penscd  with,  namely,  where  our  courts  admit 

hunuinity,  and  1  think  the  devils,  to  whom  he  evidenr.0  for  the  crown  without  oath.** 
has  delivered  them,  could  not  have  suggested         In  the  same  discussion,  the  chief  baron 

any  thing  wonse."     The  chief  justice,  admit-  (Parker)  cited  cases,  in  which  all  the  rula  o^ 

ting  Lord  Coke  to  be  a  great  lawyer,  then  evidence  had  given  way.    "  There  is  not  a 

proceeds  in  very  strong  terms,  and  with  marks  m<Nre  general  rule,"  says  he,  <<  than  that  hear- 

of  contempt,  lo  condemn   "  his  narrow  no-  say  camiot  bo  admitted,  nor  husband  and  wife 

tions ;"  and  he  treats  with  as  little  respect  or  as  witnesses  against  each  other ;  and  yet  it  is 

decorum  the  ontient  authorities  referred  to  in  notorious  that  from  necessity  they  have  been 

defence  of  sucb  notions.  allowed,  not  an  absolute  necessity,  but  a  moral 

The  princiule  of  the  departure  from  those  one." 
rules  is  clearly  fired  by  Lord  Hardwicke :  he        It  is  further  remarkable,  in  this  judicial  ar- 

laysit  down  as  follows:  <' The  first  ground  gument,  that  exceptions  are  allowed  not  only 

judges  have  gone  upon  in  departing  from  strict  to  rules  of  evidence,  but  that  tho  rules  of  eri- 

rules,  is  absolute  !(trict  necessity.    Sdly.  A  dence  themselves  are  not  altogether  the  same, 

fremmtd  necessity."     Of  the  first  he  gives  where  the  subject  matter  varies.    The  judges 

these   instances ;  "  In  the  case  of  writings  have,  to  facilitate  justice,  and  to  favour  com- 

■ubscribed  by  wiuicsses,  if  all   are  dead,  the  merce,  oven  adopted  tlie  rules  of  foreign  laws, 

proof  of  one  uf  tlieir  hands  is  «uf!icient  to  cs-  They  have  taken  for  granted,  and  would  not 

tablish  the  deed.     Where  an  original  is  lost,  suffer  to  bo  qiieslioncd,  tho  regularity  and  ju»- 

a  copy  may  be  admitted ;  if  no  copy,  then  a  tice  of  the  proceotiings  of  furcign  courts,  and 

proof  by  witnes!<cs  who  have  ^keepxl  the  deed ;  they  have   admitted   tiiem'as  evidence,  not 

and  yet  it  is  a  thing  tho  law  abhors,  to  admit  only  of  the  fact  of  the  decision,  but  of  Uie  rig^ 

iM  memory  of  man  for  evidence.'*     This  e»-  as  to  its  legality:  where  there  are  ioreigii  ptr» 
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461  int««9ted,  and  in  "  commercial  matterii  admitted  to  be  witness  of  the  rubbery,  at  ft 
the  rules  of  evidence  are  not  quite  the  same  moral  or  presumed  necessity  is  sufficient." 
as  in  othtwr  mstances  in  courts  of  Justice.   The  The  same  learned  magistrate,  pursuing  hk 
case  of  H'.tc  and  Cry,  Brownlow,  47,  a  feme  argument  in  favour  of  liberality,  ir  opening  and 
covert  is  not  a  lawful  witness  against  her  bus-  enlarging  the  avenues  to  justice,  does  noc  ad- 
band,  except  in  cases  of  treason,  but  has  been  mit  "  that  the  authority  of  one  or  two  casw  ii 
admiaed  in  civil  cases.'*'    The  testimony  of  a  valid  against  reason,  equity,  and  convenieneei 
public  notary  is  evidence  by  the  law  of  France;  the    vital  principles  of  the  law."      He  citM 
contracts  arc   made  before  a  public  notary,  We.Vi  versus  Williams,  1  Raymond  28t|  to 
and  no  other  witness  necessary.      I  s'lould  6how  that  the  necessity  of  trade  has  mollified 
think  it  would  be  no  doubt  at  all,  if  it  came  in  tlie  too  rigoroiis  n:!es  of  the  old  law,  in  their 
question  here,  whether  this  would  be  a  valid  restraint  and  disctiuragement  of  aliens.    **  A 
contract ;  but  a  testimony  from  persons  of  that  Jew  may  sue  at  this  day,  but  heretofore  he  could 
credit  and  reputation   would  be  received  a<  notj  for  then  they  '.vcre  looked  upon  as  ene- 
a  very  good  proof  in   fx»reign  transactions,  mies,  but  now  commerce  has  taught  the  worU 
and  would  auilienticate  the  contract.'*— Chro.  more  humanity  ;  and  therefore  held  that  an 
Chal.  365.  alien  enemy,  cooiinorant  here  by  the  licenae 
These  cases  show,  that  courts  always  go-  of  the  king,  and  un-Vr  his  protection,   may 
vem  themselves  by  these  rules  in  cases  of  fo-  maintain  a  debt  upon  a  Inind,  though  ho  did 
reign  transactions.     To  this  principle  Lord  not  come  with  safe  condiiU."    So  far  Parkeri 
Hardwicke  accords;  and  enlarging  the  rule  concurring  with  Raymond,    i I**  proceeds, **  It 
of  evidence  by  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  was  objected  by  the  defendanlV-'  cotmsel  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  case,  he  lays  it  down —  this  is  a  novelty,  and  that  what  rcvvr  has  been 
"  that  it  is  a  common  and  natural  presump-  done  ought  not  to  be  done."     Ta':  answer  if, 
tioa,  J<4t  persons  of  the  (jcntoo  religion  should  "  The  law  of  England  is  not  conf.nctl  to  pai^ 
be  *<!*«  ipally  apprized  of  facts  a^ni  transac*  ticular  cases:  but  is  much  more  j^ovenied  by 
tio;.8  in  their  own  country.     As  the  English  reason  than  by  any  one  case  wS«  ever.    Th^ 
have  only  a  factory  in  this  country,  fcr  it  is  in  true  rule  is  laid  down  by  Lor  J  Vr.u{,'han,  fol. 
the  empire  of  the  great  Mogul,  if  wc  siwuld  37,  38,  where  the  law,  saith  h*?,  vn  known  and 
admit  tiiis  evidence  [Gentoo  evidence  on  a  cUoTy  the  judges  must  determine  as  the  law  if, 
Gentoo  oatli]  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  gc-  without  regard  to  tho  inequitableness  or  in- 
nius  of  the  law  of  England."    For   this  h(*  conveniency.     These  defects,  if  they  happen 
cites    the  proceedings  of  our  court  of  admi-  in  the  law,  can  only  be  remcdird   by  p«riia- 
ralty,  and  adopts  the  opinioTi  of  the  author  who  M<*nt — but  where  the  law  is  doubtful  and  not 
states  the  precedent — '*  That  this   court  will  c'«  or,  the  judges  ought  to  interpret  the  law  to 
give  credit  to  tlie  sentence  of  tho  court  of  ad-  be  a^  is  most  conM>nant  tw  equity,  and  what 
miralty  in  Franc,  and  take  it  to  be  according  is  least  inconvenient." 
to  right,  and  will  not  examine  their  proceed-  These   principles  of  equity,   convenieneOi 
ingK ;  for  it  would  be  found  very  inconvenient  and  natural  reason,  lord  chief  justice  Lee 
if  one  kingdom  should,  by  peculiar  laws,  cor^  considered  in  the  same  ruling  light,  not  oolj 
reel  the  judgments  and  proceedings  of  another  as  guides  in  matter  of  interpretation  concern- 
kingdom."     Such  is  the  genius  of  the  law  of    ing  law  in  general,  but,  in  particular,  as  coo- 
England,  that  these  two  principles  of  the  ge-  troullcrsof  the  whole  law  of  evidence,  which 
oeral  moral  necessities  of  things,  and  the  na-  being  artificial,  and  made  fur  convenience,  is  to 
ture  of  the  case,  overrule  every  other  princi-  be  governed  by  that  convenience  fur  which  it  if 
pie,   even  those  rules  which  seem   M\c  very  made,  and  is  to  bo  wholly  subservient  to  the 
strongest.     Chief  barnn  Parker,  in  answer  to  stable  prmci|>les  of  substantial  juntlco.    *'  I  do 
an  objection  made  a^aiinb-t  tlie  infidel  dcp<iOcnt,  a|>f>rehend,'*  said  that  chief  justice,  *'  that  the 
"that  the  plainlitf  ou(;ht  to  have  shown  that  rules  of  evidence  are  to  ha  con!«iJer<>d  as  tr- 
ho  could  not  have  the  evidence  of  Christiaits,"  tifirial  rules,  framed  by  men  for  convdDMAoe 
says,  "  that,  roptiguant  to  natural  justice,  in  in  courts  of  justice.     This  is  a  case  that  (yighi 
th.9  statute  of  Hur  and  Cry,  tlio  robbed   is  t<i  be  looked  upon  in  that  H^^fii,  and  I  take  it* 

that  considering  evidence  in   this  way    |vii. 

•  N.  B.   In  some  criminal  cases  also,  though  according  to  natural  justice]  is  aHrerabie  to 

not  of  trcas<)n.  hu.sb<ini1  is  ailmiued  (o  prove  an  the  genius  r^  tho  law  of  England." 

assault  u|x>n  his  wife,  f.r  the  K«''S.  ruled  by  The  sentiments  of  Mi  rrav,  Hier  ^nlicitOT. 

Raymoiiil,  cnu'f  futfiice,  Triii.  IllhOfO.  Kin?  ,      ^            i     i      j  *«      .-  1 1             # 

rersus  Arlre.  Ami  (cr  various  oilier  execpikras;  genial,  aftc<vca-.ls  Lord  Man*t,«J.i,  are  of 

'ee  Buller'rt  Niji  Prliu,  '.ti3,  2S7.  00  small  weight  ii.  (licaix:!ves,  and  tbey  ire 
Vol.  HL— 33 
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Mithority  by  being  judicially  adopted.  His  "  All  evidence  is  according  to  the  mAjeH 
ideas  go  to  the  growing  melioraiion  of  the  matter  to  which  it  is  applied.  There  is  a 
law,  by  making  its  liberality  keep  pace  with  great  deal  ofdifTerenco  between  length  of  time 
the  demands  of  justice,  and  the  actual  con-  that  operates  as  a  bar  to  a  claim,  and  that  which 
eems  of  the  world;  not  restricting  the  infi-  is  used  only  by  way  of  evidence.  For  in- 
nitely  diversified  occasions  of  men,  and  the  stance,  length  of  time,  merely  as  it  nffects  evi 
rules  of  natural  justice,  within  artificial  cir-  dence,  may  be  left  to  the  cufisidcration  of  the 
cumscriptions,  but  conforming  our  jurispru-  jury,  and  the  evidence  ilelf  credit^  or  not, 
dence  to  the  growth  of  our  commerce  and  of  according  to  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn, 
our  empire.  This  enlargement  of  our  con-  one  way  or  the  other,  from  the  circumstancei 
cems,  he  appears,  in  the  year  1744,  almost  of  the  case."  In  all  cases  of  evimsnce.  Lord 
to  have  foreseen,  and  he  lived  to  behold  it.  Mansfield's  masim  was  to  lean  to  admissibi- 
"  The  arguments  on  the  other  side,'*  said  Uty,  leaving  the  objections,  which  were  made 
that  great  light  of  the  law,  (that  is,  arguments  to  competency,  to  go  to  credit,  and  to  be 
Against  admitting  the  testimony  in  question  weighed  in  the  mimb  of  the  jury,  after  they 
from  the  novelty  of  the  case)  "  prove  nothing,  had  heard  it.  In  objections  to  wills,  and  to 
Does  it  follow  from  thence,  that  no  witnesses  the  testimony  of  witnesses  to  them,  he  thought 
can  be  examinexl  in  a  cose  that  never  specially  "  it  clear  that  the  judges  ought  to  loan  against 
existed  before  ?  or  that  an  action  cannot  be  objections  raised  on  the  ground  of  informal- 
brought  in  a  case  tliat  never  happened  before  ?  ity." 

Reason  (being  stated  to  be  the  first  ground  Lord  Ilardwicke  had  before  declared,  with 

of  all  laws,  by  the  author  of  the  book  called  great  truth,  "  That  the  boundaries  of  what 

Doctor  and  Student)  must  determine  the  case,  goes  to  the  credit,  and  what  to  the  coropetsncv, 

Therefore,  the  only  question  is,  whether  upon  are  very  nice,  and  that  the  latter  may  be  carri- 

principles  of  reason,  justice,  and  convenience,  ed  too  for;"  and  in  the  same  case  be  said, 

this  witness  be  admissible  ?"  "  Cases  in  law  *<  that  unless  the  objection  appeared  to  him  to 

depend  upon  the  oceatiotu  which  gave  rise  to  carry  a  strong  danger  of  perjury,  and  some 

them.    All  occasions  do  not  arise  at  once  :  apparent  advantage  that  might  accrue  to  the 

Now  a  particular  species  of  Indians  appears;  witness,  he  was  always  inclined  to  let  it  go  fo 

hereafter  another  species  of  Indians  may  arise,  his  credit,  only  in  order  to  let  in  a  proper  li^t 

A  statute  can  seldom  take  in  all  cases.   There-  to  th^  case,  which  would  otherwise  be  shut  out , 

fore  the  common  law,  that  works  itself  pure  by  and  in  a  doubtful  case,  he  said,  it  was  generally 

rules  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  justice,  is  for  his  custom  to  admit  the  eviderx:e,  and  give 

this  reason  superiour  to  an  act  of  parliament."  such  directions  to  the  jury  as  the  nature  of  the 

From  the  period  of  this  great  judgment  to  case  might  require." 
the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  the  It  is  a  known  rule  of  evidence,  that  an  inte* 
law  has  gone  on  continually  working  itself  rest  in  the  matter  to  be  supported  by  testimony, 
pure  (to  use  Lord  Mansfield's  ejtpression)  by  disqualifies  a  wimess;  yet  Lord  Mansfieki 
rules  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  justice.  "  Ge-  held,  "  That  nice  objections  to  a  remote  inte- 
ncral  rules,"  said  the  same  person,  when  he  rest,  which  could  not  be  released,  though  they 
sat  upon  the  bench,  **  are  wisely  established  held  in  other  cases,  were  not  allowed  to  dis- 
for  attaining  justice  with  case,  certainty,  and  qualify  a  witness  to  a  will,  (as  in  the  case  o( 
despatch.  But  the  great  end  of  them  being  parishioners  having  a  devise  to  the  asc  of  the 
to  dojuttice,  the  court  will  see  that  it  be  really  poor  tf  the  parish  for  over.)"  He  went  still 
obtained.  The  courts  have  been  more  liberiil  further,  and  his  doctrine  tends  so  fully  to  settle 
of  late  years  in  their  determinations,  and  have  the  principle  of  departure  from,  or  adherence 
more  endeavoured  to  attend  to  the  real  justice  to,  rules  of  evidence,  that  your  committee  ii>> 
of  the  case  than  formerly."  On  another  oc-  aerts  part  of  the  argument  at  large.  "  The 
casion,  of  a  proposition  for  setting  aside  a  ver-  disability  of  a  witness  from  interest  is  very  diA 
diet,  he  said,  "  This  seems  to  be  the  true  ferent  from  a  positive  incapacity.  If  a  d<«oa 
way  to  come  at  justice,  and  what  we  therefore  roust  be  acknowledged  before  a  judg^c  cr  notary 
ought  to  do ;  for  the  true  text  is  boni  judioM  public,  every  other  person  is  under  a  positive 
tat  amplian  juslUiam,  not  jurwUctionem^  as  incapacity  to  authenticate  it ;  but  objections  o^ 
has  been  often  cited."  In  conformity  to  Uiis  interest  are  deductions  from  natural  reason, 
principle,  the  supposed  rules  of  evidence  have,  and  proceed  upon  a  presumption  of  too  great  a 
in  lute  times  and  judgments,  instead  of  being  bias  in  the  mind  of  the  witness,  and  the  pub- 
drawn  to  a  greater  degree  of  strictness,  been  licutility  of  rejecting  partial  testimony.  Pre- 
relaxed.  nimptiooa  stand  no  loofjer  than  till  the  oontnrj 
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h  pruvod.  The  presumption  of  bias  maj  be  punishment  of  their  crimes,  would  have  en- 
t»ken  off  by  showing  that  Uie  witness  has  a  joyed  the  reward  of  their  perjury. 
g^eat  or  a  greater  interest  the  other  way,  or  Lord  Mansfield,  it  seems,  had  been  misled, 
that  he  has  given  it  up.  The  presumption  of  in  a  certain  case,  with  regard  to  precedents, 
public  utility  may  be  answered,  by  showing  His  opinion  was  against  the  reason  and  equity 
that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient,  under  the  of  the  supposed  practice,  but  he  supposed 
particular  circumstances,  not  to  receive  such  himself  not  at  liberty  to  give  way  to  his  own 
testimony.  Therefore,  from  the  course  of  wishes  and  opinions.  On  discovering  hii 
business,  necessity,  and  other  reasons  of  ei-  crrour,  he  considered  himself  as  freed  from  an 
pedience,  numbfrUst  exception*  are  allowed  to  intolerable  burthen,  and  hastened  to  undo  hw 
the  f^eneral  rule.*'  former  determination.  *'  There  ore  no  prec^ 
These  being  the  principles  of  later  juris-  dents,"  said  he,  with  some  exultation,  "which 
prudence,  the  judges  have  suffered  no  positive  stand  in  the  way  of  our  determining  liberallji 
rule  of  evidence  to  counteract  those  principles,  equitably,  and  according  to  the  true  intenlioo 
They  have  even  suff-'red  subscribing  witnesses  of  the  parties."  In  the  same  case,  his  leam- 
to  a  will,  which  recites  the  soundness  of  mind  ed  assessour,  Justice  Wilmot,  felt  the  same 
in  the  testator,  to  be  examined  to  prove  his  sentiments.  His  expressions  are  remarkable : 
insanity,  even  when  the  court  received  evi-  "  Courts  of  law  ought  to  concur  with  courts  of 
dence  to  overturn  that  testimony,  and  to  destroy  equity,  in  the  execution  of  those  powers  which 
the  credit  of  those  witnesses.  Five  witnesses  are  very  convenient  to  i>e  inserted  in  settle 
had  attested  a  will  and  codicil.  They  were  ad-  ments  ;  and  they  ought  not  to  listen  to  nice 
milted  to  annul  the  will  which  they  had  them-  distinctions,  that  savour  of  the  schools,  but  to 
selves  attested.  Objections  were  taken  to  the  be  guided  by  true  ^ood  sense  and  manly  rea- 
competency  of  one  of  the  witnesses  in  support  son.  After  the  statute  of  Uses,  it  is  much  to 
of  the  will  against  the  testimony  of  its  subscril^  be  lamented,  that  the  courts  of  common  law 
ing  witnesses.  1st,  That  the  witness  was  an  had  not  adopted  all  the  rules  and  maxims  of 
executor  in  trust,  and  so  liable  to  actions.  2dly,  the  courts  of  equity.  This  would  have  pre- 
As  having  acted  under  the  trust;  whereby,  if  vented  the  absurdity  of  receiving  costs  in  one 
the  will  were  set  aside,  he  would  be  liable  to  court,  and  paying  them  in, another." 
answer  for  damages  incurred  by  the  sale  of  the  Your  committee  does  not  produce  the  doc- 
deceased's  chambers  to  a  Mr.  Frederick.  Mr.  trine  of  this  particular  case,  as  directly  ap- 
Frederick  offered  to  submit  to  a  rule  to  release,  plicable  to  their  charge,  no  more  than  several 
for  the  sake  of  public  justice.  Those  who  of  the  others  here  cited.  We  do  not  know  oo 
maintained  the  objection  cited  Sidcrsin,  a  re-  what  precedents  or  principles  the  evidence 
sorter  of  much  authority,  51, 115,  and  1st  Keble  proposed  by  us  has  been  deemed  inadmissible 
134.  Lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice,  did  not  by  the  judges  ;  therefore  againnt  the  groundsel 
con'rovcrt  those  authorities ;  but  in  the  course  this  rejection,  we  find  it  difficult  directly  to 
of  obtaining  substantial  justice,  he  treated  both  oppose  any  thing.  Those  preceflents  and  tb«Mo 
of  them  with  equal  contempt,  though  determin-  doctrines  are  brought  to  show  the  general 
ed  byjudj^cs  of  high  reputation.  His  wonisare  temper  of  the  courts,  their  growin-j  liUcrality, 
remarkable :  "  Wo  do  not  now  sit  here  lo  take  and  the  general  tendency  of  all  llicir  reason- 
our  rules  of  evidence  from  SSidersin  and  Ke-  ings  and  all  their  determinations  to  sot  aside 
ole."  He  overruled  the  objection  upon  more  all  such  technical  subtlutios,  or  fornial  rules, 
recent  s  critics,  which,  though  not  in  simi-  which  might  stand  in  the  way  of  the  discovery  oif 
lar  circumstances,  he  considered  as  within  the  truth,  and  the  attainment  of  justice.  The  coses 
reason.  The  court  di»  » o:  think  it  necessary  are  adduced  for  the  principles  lliey  cotitain, 
that  the  witness  should  ••.''.case,  as  he  hadofier-  The  period  of  the  casrs  ami  arguments  we 
ed  to  do.  "  It  appeared  on  this  trial  (says  have  citeJ,  was  that  in  which  large  and  lib»- 
Justicc  Blackstone)  that  a  black  conspiracy  ral  principles  of  evidence  were  more  declared, 
was  formed  to  set  aside  tl.e  gentleman's  will,  and  more  regularly  brought  into  system.  But 
without  any  foundation  wliatever."  A  pro-  they  had  been  gradually  improving ;  and  there 
secution  against  three  of  the  testamentary  are  few  principles  of  the  later  decisions  which 
witnesses  was  recommended,  who  were  after-  are  not  to  be  found  in  determinations  on  r\«««i 
wards  convicted  of  perjury.  Had  strict  fbnnal-  prior  to  tlio  time  we  refer  to.  Not  to  ^>vi  «fH/ 
ities,  with  regard  to  evidence,  been  adhered  to  this  matter,  and  yet  to  bring  it  witfi  nytow 
in  any  part  of  this  proceeding,  that  very  black  degree  of  clearness  before  the  Houte,  your 
eonspiracy  would  have  succee<led  ;  and  those  committee  will  refer  but  to  a  few  anOioritiet, 
aack  coospiratorif  instead  of  receiving  the  and  those  which  seem  most  inaacidiatelj  to 
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relate  to  the  nature  of  the  cause  entrusted  to  000  overt  act,  and  one  to  another  overt  ad 

Jiem.    In  Michaelmas,  11  W.  111.  the  King  of  the  same  treason,  or..ghr   to  be  deemed 

0.  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet — A  witness,  who  suificient.    This  precedent,  though  furnished 

had  really  been  a  prisoner,  and  voluntarily  suf-  in  times  from  which  precedents  were  cautiously 

fervid  to  escape,  was  produced  to  prove  the  drawn,  was  received  as  authority  thrvnigbout 

escape.    To  the  witness  it  was  objected,  that  the  whole  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.    It 

he  had  given  a  bond  to  be  a  true  prisoner,  which  was  equally  followed  after  the  revohition ;  and 

he  had  forlKted  by  escaping ;  besides,  he  had  at  this  day  it  is  undoubted  law.    It  is  not  so 

been  retaken.    His  testimony  was  allowed ;  from  the  natural  or  technical  rules  of  c<mstruo- 

and  by  the  court,  among  other  things,  it  was  tion  of  the  act  of  parliament,  but  trvtt\  the 

said,  In  secret  transactions,  if  any  of  the  par*  principles  of  juridical  policy.    All  the  judges 

ties  concerned  are  not  to  be,  for  the  necessity  who  have  ruled  it,  all  the  writers  of  credit  who 

of  the  third,  admitted  as  evidence,  it  will  be  have  written  upon  it,  assign  this  reason,  and 

impossible  to  detect  the  practice ;  as  in  cases  this  only.  That  treasons  being  plotted  in  se- 

of  the  statute  of  Hue  and  Cry,  the  party  rob-  crecy,  cxnild  in  few  cases  be  otherwise  brought 

bed  shall  be  a  witness  to  charge  the  hundred  ;  to  punishment. 

and  in  the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Watts  in  the  The  same  principle  of  policy  has  dictated 

Eichequcr,  where  one  who  had  been  prejudi-  a  principle  of  relaxation,  with  regard  to  severe 

ced  by  the  will  was  admitted  an  evidence  to  rules  of  evidence,  in  all  cases  similar,  though 

prove  it  forged.***     So  in  the  case  of  King  v.  of  a  lower  order  in  the  scale  of  criminality. 

Harris  where  a  feme  covert  was  admitted  as  It  is  against  fundamental  maxima,  that  an 

a  witness  for  fraudtdendy  drawing  her  in,  accomplice  should  be  admitted  as  a  witness, 

when  sole,  to  give  a  warrant  of  attorney  for  — But  accomplices  are  admitted   from  the 

confessing  a  judgment  on  an  unlawful  consi'  policy  of  justice,  otherwise  confederacies  of 

deration,  whereby  execution  was  sued   out  crime  could  not  be  dissolved, 

against  her  husband;  and  Qolt,  chief  justice,  There  is  no  rule  more  solid,  than  that  a 

hekl,  that  a  feme  covert  could  not,  by  law,  be  man  shall  not  entitle  himself  to  profit  by  his 

a  witness  to  convict  one  on  an  information ;  own  testimony.     But  an  informer,  in  case 

yet,  in  Lord  Audley*s  case,  it  being  a  rape  of  highway  robbery,  may  obtain  forty  pounds 

on  her  person,  she  was  receired  to  give  evi-  to  his  own  profit  by  his  own  evidence:  this 

dence  against  him,  and  the  court  concurred  is  not  in  consequence  of  positive  provision 

with  him,  because  it  was  the  best  evidence  in  the  act  of  parliament^^it  is  a  provision  of 

the  nature  of  the  tiling  w^uld  allow.    This  policy,  lest  the  purpose  of  the  act  shouki  be 

decision  of  Holt  refers  to  others  more  early,  defeated. 

and  all  on  the  same  principle ;  and  it  is  not  Now,  if  policy  has  dictated  this  very  large 
of  this  day  that  this  one  grv^at  principle  of  construction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  concern- 
eminent  public  expedience,  thl^ moral  necessi-  ing  high  treason ;  if  the  same  policy  has  dio- 
ty,f  "  that  crimes  should  niit  escape  with  tated  exceptions  to  the  clearest  and  broadest 
impunity,'*  has  in  all  cases  overborne  all  the  rules  of  evidence,  in  other  highly  penal 
common  juridical  rules  of  evidence — It  has  causes;  and  if  all  this  latitude  is  taken  coo- 
even  prevailed  over  the  first  and  most  natural  ceming  matters  for  the  greater  part  within 
construction  of  acts  of  parliament,  and  that  in  our  insular  bounds ; — ^your  committee  couU 
matters  of  so  penal  a  nature  as  high  treason,  not,  with  safety  to  the  larger  and  more  re- 
It  is  known  that  statutes  made,  not  to  open  and  medial  justice  of  the  law  of  parliament,  ad- 
enlarge,  but  on  fair  grounds,  to  straiten  proofs,  mit  any  rules  or  pretended  rules,  uncorrected 
require  two  witnesses  in  cases  of  high  treason,  and  uncontrouUed  by  circtmistances,  to  pr^ 
So  it  was  understood  without  dispute,  and  vail  in  a  trial,  which  regarded  offences  of  a 
without  distinction,  until  the  argument  of  a  nature  difficult  of  detection,  and  committed 
case  in  the  high  court  of  justice,  during  the  far  from  the  sphere  of  the  ordinary  practice 
usurpation.    It  was  the  case  of  the  Presby-  of  our  courts. 

terian  minister,  Love,  tried  for  high  treacau  If  any  thing  of  an  over-formal  strictnes* 

against  the  commonwealth,  in  an  attempt  to  is  introduced  into  the  trial  of  Warren  Has- 

restore  the  king.     In  this  trial,  it  was  con-  tings,  Esquire,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  copied 

tended  for  and  admitted,  that  one  witness  to  from  the  decbions  of  these  tribunals.    It  te 

with  great  satisfaction  your  committee  hat 

rh!  J  '-!*''?  fingj«  point  Holt  did  not  concur  with  found,  that  the  reproach  of  "  disgraceful  sub- 

cne  rest  of  the  judges.  .1  .•     i»  •  r   •            1       r      -j              l-  t. 

t  Interest  Relpublica  ut  malcficla  ne  rema-  «l«l«»»    mfenour  rules  of  evidence,  which 

neant  impunita.  preveit  the  diaoorery  of  truth}  of  fonni,  and 
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modes  of  proceeding;,  which  stand  in  tho  ws.j  grounds  are  established)  in  the  place  of  proo^ 

of  that  justice,  the  forwarding  of  whicli  is  the  where  better  is  wanting,  but  are  to  be  always 

sc!e  rational  object  of  their  invention,  cannot  ovcrturr.ed  Lj  counter  proof, 

fairly  bo  imputed  to  the  common  law  of  Eng-  These  presumptions  mostly  go  to  the  tnim ' 

laixi,  or  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  courts  tion.    In  all  criminal  cases,  thu  crime  (except 

below.  where  tlio  law  itself  implies  malice)  consiati 

rather  in  the  intention  than  the  action.    Now, 

CIRCUMSTANTIAL  EVIDENCE,  6tc  the    intention  is  proved  but  by  two  waya; 

either,  1st,  by  confession — this  first  case  is 

The  rules  of  evidence  in  civil  and  in  cri-  rare  but  simple— 2dly,  by  circumstantial  proof 

minal  cases,  in  law  and  in  equity,  being  only  — this  is  ditficult,  and  requires  core  and  pains, 

reason  methodized,  are  certainly  the  same.  The  connexion  of  the  intention  and  the  cir* 

Your  coinniittco  however  finds,  that  the  far  cumstances  is  plainly  of  such  a  nature,  as  more 

greater  part  of  the  law   of  evidence  to  be  to  depend  on  the  sagacity  of  the  observer,  thajl 

fi>und  in  our  books,  turns  upon  questions  re-  on  the   excellence  of  any  rule.     The  pains 

hitive  to  civil  concerns.    Civil  cases  regard  taken  by  the  civilians  on  that  subject,   have 

property :    Now,  although  property  itself   is  not  been  very  fruitful ;  and  the  English  law 

not,  yet  almost  every  thing  concerning  pro-  writers  have,  perhaps,  as  wisely,  in  a  manner 

pcrty,  and  all  its  modifications,  is  of  artificial  abandoned  Uie  pursuit.    In  truth,  it  seems  i 

contrivance.      The  rules  concerning  it  be-  wild  attempt  to  lay  down  any  rule  fur  the  proof 

come  more  positive,  as  connected  with  posi-  of  intention  by  circumstantial  evidence ;  all  the 

live  institution.    The  legislator  therefore  al-  acts  of  the  party ;  all  things  that  explain  or  throw 

ways,  the  jurist  frequently,  may  ordain  certain  light  on  these  acts ;  all  the  acts  of  others  rslir 

methods,  by  which  alone  they  will  suffer  such  tive  to  the  affair,  that  come  to  his  knowledgOi 

matters  to  be  known  and  establislied  ;  because,  and  may  influence  him  ;  his  friendships  and 

their  very  essence,  for  the  greater  part,  de-  enmities,  his  promises,  his  threats,  tho  tnith 

pends  on  the  arbitrary  conventions  of  men.  of  his  discourses,  the  falsehood  of  his  apolo- 

Men   act  on  them  with  all  the  power  of  a  gics,  pretences,  and  exi)Ianations ;  his  lookS| 

Creator  over  his  creature.     They  make  fie-  his  speech  ,  his  silence  where  he  was  called  to 

tions  oflaw,  and  presumptions  of  law  (prmmp-  speak  ;  every  thing  which  tends  to  establish 

titmcM   juris  et  de  jure)    according  to   their  the  connexion  between  all  these  particulars  ;— 

ideas  of  utility — and  against  tliose  fictions  and  every  circumstance,  precedent,   concomitant 

against  presumptions  so  created,  they  do  and  and  subsequent,  become  parts  of  circumstantial 

may  reject  all  evidence.     However,  even  in  evidence.    These  are  in  their  nafure  infinite, 

these  cases  tht^rc  is  some  restraint.  Lord  Mans-  and  cannot  be  comprehended  within  any  rule, 

field  has  let  in  a  liberal  spirit  against  the  fie-  or  brought  under  any  classification, 

tions  of  law  themselves ;  and  he  declared,  that  Now,  as  the  force  of  tliat  prosuntptive  and 

ne  would  do,  what  in  one  case  he  actually  did,  conjectural  proof  rarely,  if  ever,  d*')»ends  on 

and  most  wisely — that  ho  would  admit  evi-  one  fact  only,  but  is  collected  from  tliC  number 

dence  against  a  fictiun  of  law,  when  tho  fie-  and  accumulation  of  circumstances  concurrent 

tion  militated  against  the  policy  on  which  it  in  one  point,  we  do  not  find  an  instance,  until 

was  made.  this  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  (which 

Thus  it  is  with  things  which  owe  their  ex-  has  produced  many  novelties)  that  attempts 

istence  to  men :  But,  where  the  subject  is  of  a  have  been  made  by  any  court  to  call  on  the 

physical  nature,  or  of  a  moral  nature,  inde-  prosecutor  for  an  account  of  the  purpose  for 

pendeiit  of  their  conventions,  men  have  no  which  he  means  to  produce  each  particle  of 

otiier   reasonable  authority,  than  to   register  this  circumstantial  evidence,  to  take  up  the 

and  digest  the  results  of  experience  and  obser-  circumstances  one  by  one,   to  prejudge   the 

vaiioii.    Crimes  are  tho  actions  of  physical  efficacy  of  each  matter  separately  in  proving 

beinir^.  with  an  evil  intention  abusing  their  tlie  point ;  and  thus  to  break  to  pieces  and  to 

physical   powers  against  justice,  and  to  the  garble  those  facts,  upon  the  multitude  of  which, 

detriment  of  society  ;  in  this  case,  fictions  of  their  combination,  and  the  relation  of  all  their 

law  and  artificial  presumpticms  (jwia  etjurt)  component   parts  to  each  otlier,  and  to  the 

have  little  or  no  place.     The  presumptions  culprit,  the  whole  force  and  virtue  of  this  evi- 

which  belong  to  criminal  cases  are  those  na-  dence  depends.    To  do  any  thing  which  cin 

tural  and  pofHilar  presumptions  which  are  only  destroy  thu  collective  efToct,  is  to  deny  cir 

observations  turned  into  maxims,  like  adages  ctmistantial  evidence, 

and  apothegms,  and  ire  idmitted  (when  their  Your  ouminittoe  too  cannot  but  aprsss  Ihiif 
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siiq>rise,  at  the  particular  period  of  the  present  oontrtdicting  a  great  part,  if  not  bII|  of  thcM 

trial,  when  the  attempts  to  which  we  have  al-  circumstances.    But  if  the  circumstances  are 

hided  first  began  to  be  made.     The  two  first  such  as,  when  laid  together,  bring  coorictioa 

great  branches  of  the  accunation  of  this  House  to  your  minds,  it  is  then  UAly  equal,  if  not, 

■gainst  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  relate  to  M  I  told  you  before,  more  convincing  than 

public  and  notorious  acts,  capable  of  direct  positive  evidence."    In  the  trial  of  EKxiellan 

proof;  such  as  the  expulsion  of  Chcit  Sing,  no  such  selection  was  used  as  we  have  lately 

with  its  consequences  on  the  province  of  Be-  experienced  ;  no  limitation  to  tlie  production 

nares,   and  the  seizure  of  the  treasures  and  of  every  matter,  before,  at,  and  after  the  fact 

jaghires  of  the  begums  of  Oude.    Yet,  in  the  charged.     The  trial  was   (as  we  conceive) 

proof  of  those  crimes,  your  committee  cannot  rightly  conducted  by  the  learned  judge — be- 

juftly  complain,  that  we  were  very  narrowly  cause  secret  crimes,  such  as  secret  assassina- 

circumscribed  in  the  production  of  much  cir-  tion,  poisoning,  bribery,   peculation,  and  ex- 

cumstantial  as  well  as  positive  evidence.     We  tortion  (llie   three  last  of  which  this  House 

did  not  find  any  serious  resistance  on  this  has  chafed  upon  Mr.  Hastings)  can  very 

bead,  till  wo  came  to  make  gcNxl  our  charges  rarely  be  proved  in  any  other  way.   That  way 

of  secret  crimes ;  crimes  of  a  class  and  de-  of  proof  is  made  to  give  satisfaction  to  a 

•cription,  in  the  proof  of  which,  all  judges  of  all  searching,   equitable,   and  intelligent  mind . 

countries  have   found   it  necessary   to  relax  and   there  must  not  be  a  failure  of  justice, 

almost  all    their  rules  of  competency ;  such  Lord  Mansfield   has  said,  that  he   did  not 

crimes  as  peculation,  pecuniary  frauds,  extor-  know  a  cose,  in  which  proof  might  not  be 

tion,  and  bribery.     Eight  out  of  nine  of  the  supplied. 

questions  put  to  the  judges  by  the  lords,  in  the         Your  committee  has  resorted  to  the  trial 

first  stage  of  the  prosecution,  related  to  cir-  of  Donellan  ;  and  they  have,  and  do  much 

cumstanccs  offered  in  proof  of  these  secret  rely  upon  it,  first,  on  account  of  the  known 

crimes.  learning  and  ability  of  the  judge   who  tried 

Much   industry  and  art  have  been  used,  the  cause,  and  the  particular  attention  he  has 

among  the  illiterate  and  unexperienced,  to  paid  to  the  subject  of  evidence,  which  forms 

throw  imputations  on  this  prosecution,  and  its  a  book  in  his  treatise  on  nin  privs.    Next, 

conduct,  because  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  because,  as  the  trial  went  whoUy  on  ciraun- 

evidence  ofl'ered  on  this  trial  (especially  on  stantial  evidence,  the  proceedings  in  it  furnish 

the   latter  charges)  has  been  circumstantial,  sofne  of  the   most  complete  and  the  fullest 

Against  the  prejudices  of  the  ignoramt,  your  examples  on  that  subject.     Thirdly,  because 

committee  opposes  the  judgment  of  the  learn-  the  case  is  recent ;  and  the  law  cannot  be 

ed.     It  is  known  to  them  that,  when  this  proof  supp(»ed  to  be  materially  altered  since  tlis 

is  in  its  greatest  perfection,  that  is,  when  it  is  time  of  that  event. 

roost  abundfltnt   in  circumstances,  it  is  much        Comparing  the  proceedings  on  that  trial, 

superior  to  positive  proof;  and   for  this  wo  and  the  doctrines  from  the  bench,  with  ths 

have  the  authority  of  the  learned  judge  who  doctrines  we  have  heard  Crora  the  woolsack, 

presided  at  the  trial  of  Captain  Donellan : —  your  committee  cannot  comprehend  how  they 

•*  On  the  partof  ihe  prosecution,  a  great  deal  of  can  be  reconciled.     For,  the  lords  compelled 

evidence  has  been  laid  before  you.    It  is  all  the  managers  to  declare  Ibr  what  purpose  they 

circumstantial  evidence,  and  in  its  nature  it  produced  each  separate  member  uf  their  cir- 

inust  be  so ;  for,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  no  man  cuinsfantiol  evidence ;  a  tiling,  as  v.e  tt^nf-ei^x, 

is  weak  enough  to  commit  the  act  in  the  pre-  not  usiiil,  and  particularly  not  obst-rvx"  \u  Oi^ 

sence  of  other  persons,  or  to  suffer  them  to  see  trial  of  Donellan.    Wo  have  observed  in  rKal 

what  he  docs  at  the  time  ;  and  therefore  it  can  trial,  and  in  most  others  to  which  we  have 

only  be  made  out  by  circumstances,  either  had  occasion  to  resort,  iliat  the  pr^/ecutor  is 

before  the  committing  of  the  act,  at  the  time  suffered  to  proccfti  narratively  asorf  hi*torical- 

whcn  it  was  committed,  or  subsequent  to  it ;  ly,  without  intcrmpiion.    Ifiruieol,  v  appears 

and  a  presumption,  which  necessarily  arises  on  tlie  face  of  the  n-ination,  thai  w>.*'  is  rc- 

from  circumstances,  is  very  often  more  con-  progcnied  to  hive  been  Aikl,  wrilt^^n  or  done 

▼incing  and  more  satisfactory  than  any  other  did  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Uic  prisoner, 

kind  of^  evidence,  because  it  is  not  within  the  a  question  sometinoes,  but  rarely,  has  been 

reach  and  compass  of  human  abilities  to  in-  asked,  whether  the  prisoner  could  be  affected 

vent  a  train  of  circum«ra7H:es,  which  shall  be  with  the  knowledge  of  it.  When  aconnexioi 

to  connected  together «  as  to  junoani  to  a  proof  with  the  person  of  the  prisoner  has  been  in 

of  guili,   w  ithou:  aiTordmg  opportunities  of  any  way  shown,  or  even  promised  to  be  showi 
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the  eridence  is  allowed  to  go  on  without  fur-  and  in  a  narrative  chain  of  circumstantial 
ther  opposition.  The  sending  of  a  sealed  proof,  oflTered  in  evidence.  It  was  not  per- 
letter,  the  receipt  of  a  sealed  letteri  inferred  mitted  to  be  read — and  on  the  20th  and  Slst 
from  the  delivery  to  the  prisoner's  servant;  of  May  1789,  we  were  told,  from  the  wool« 
the  bare  possession  of  a  paper  written  by  any  sack,  "  that  when  a  paper  is  not  evidence  by 
other  person,  on  the  presumption  that  the  coo-  itself*'  (such  this  part  of  the  consultation  il 
tents  of  such  letters,  or  such  paper,  were  seems  was  reputed)  "  a  party  who  wishes  (c 
known  to  the  prisoner  ;  and  the  being  present  introduce  a  paper  of  that  kind,  is  called  upot 
when  any  thing  was  said  or  done,  on  the  not  only  to  state,  but  to  make  out  on  proo(, 
presumption  of  his  seeing  or  hearing  what  the  whole  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  pro- 
passed,  have  been  respectively  ruled  to  be  cecds  to  make  that  paper  proper  evidence, 
sufficient.  If,  on  the  other  hand  no  circum-  That  the  evidence  that  is  produced  must  be 
stance  of  connexion  has  been  proved,  the  judge,  the  demeanour  of  the  party  respecting  that 
in  summing  up,  has  directed  the  Jury  to  pay  paper ;  and  it  is  the  connexion  between  thcmi 
no  regard  to  a  letter  or  conversation,  the  a*  material  to  the  charge  depending ^  that  will 
proof  of  which  has  so  failed — a  course  much  enable  tliom  to  be  produced." 
less  liable  to  inconvenience,  where  the  same  Your  committee  observes,  that  this  was 
persons  decide  both  the  law  and  the  fact.  not  a  paper  fartign  to  the  prisoner,  and  sent 

To  illustrate  the  difficulties  to  which  your  to  him  as  a  letter,  the  receipt  of  which,  and 

committee  was  subjected  on  this  head,  we  his  conduct  thereon,  were  to  be  brought  home 

think  it  sufficient  to  submit  to  the  House  (re-  to  him,  to  infer  his  guilt  from  his  demeanour, 

serving  a  more  full  discussion  of  this  impor-  It  was  an  office  document  of  his  own  depart- 

tant  point  to  another  occasion)  the  following  ment,  concerning  himself,  and  kept  by  officers 

short  statement  ot'au  incident  which  occurred  of  his  own,  and  by  himself  transmitted,  as  we 

in  this  trisi.  have  said,  to  the  court  of  directors.    Its  proof 

By  an  express  order  of  the  court  of  direo-  was  in  the  record.    The  charge  made  against 

tors  (to  which  by  the  express  words  of  the  him,  and  his  demeanour  on  being  acquainted 

act  of  parliament,  under  which  he  hn  d  his  with  it,  were  not  in  separate  evidence.     They 

office,  ho  was  ordered  to  yield  obedience)  all  lay  together,  and  composed  a  connected 

Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  were  direct-  narrative  of  the  business,  authenticated   by 

ed  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  offences  of  bri-  himself. 

bery  and  corruption  in  office.    On  the  lllh  In  this  case  it  seems  to  your  committee  ex- 

of  March  a  charge  in  writing  of  bribery  and  trcmely  irregular  and  preposterous  to  demand 

comiption  in  office  was  brought  against  him-  previous  and  extraneom  proof:!  of  the  demean- 

aelf.    On  the  13th  of  tlie  same  month,  the  our  of  the  party  respecting  the  paper,   and 

accuser,  a  man  of  high  rank,  the  rajah  Nund-  the  connexion  between  them,  as   material  to 

comar,  appears  personally  before  the  council,  the  charge  depending;  for  this  would  be  to  try 

*o  make  good  his  charge  against  Mr.  Has-  what  the  effi*ct  and  operation  of  the  evidence 

tings   before  his  own   face.     Mr.  Hastings  would  be  on  the  issue  of  tlie  cause,  before  ita 

thereon  fell   into   a  very  intemperate  heat,  pro<luction. 

obstinately  refused  to  be  present  at  the  ex-  'i'he  doctrine  so  laid  down,  demands  that 

amination,  attempted  to  dissolve  tlie  council,  every  several  circumstance  should  in  itself  be 

and  contuniacicu^ily  retired  from  it.     Three  conclusive,  or  at  least  should  affijrd  a  violent 

r.-f  the  other  members,  a  majority  of  the  ooun-  presumption  ;  it  must,  we  were  told,  without 

cil,  in  cxocuiion  of  their  duty,  and  in  obedi-  question,  be  material  to  thecharg«^depcnding: 

enco  to  ihc  or«lers  received  under  the  act  of  but,  as  we  conceive,  its  materiality,  more  or 

parlitimoiit,  proceeded  to  take  the  evidence,  less,  is  not  in  tiiofir&t  instance  to  be  established. 

which  is  very  minute  and  particular,  and  was  To  make  it  admissible,  it  is  enough  to  give 

catcrt'd  in  the  records  of  the  council  by  the  proof,  or  to  raise  a  legal  inftyrence,  of  its  coo- 

re^'MJar  official  secretary.    It  was  afterwards  nexion  both  with  the  charge  depending,  and 

read  in  Mr.  Hastings's  own  presence,  and  the  person  of  the  party  charged,  where  it  does 

by  him  transmitted,  under  his  own  signature,  not  appear  on  the  (ace  of  the  evidence  offered. 

t<>  the  court  of  directors.    A  separate  letter  Besides,  by  this  new  doctrine,  the  materiality 

wu<  also  written  by  him,  about  the  same  time,  required  to  be  shown,  must  be  decided  from  i 

dr>ii  i:i(t,  on  his  part,  that  in  any  inquiry  imo  consideration,  not  of  the  whole  circumstance, 

his  conduct,  "  not  a  single  word  should  ee-  but,  in  truth,  of  one  half  of  the  circumstance 

capo  observation .*'     This  proceeding  in  the  of  adeameanour,  unconnected  with,  and  tia- 

eouncil,  your  ooamiittee,  in  ita  natural  order,  explained  by,  that  on  which  it  arose,  iiougli 
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die  ooQiiexkm  between  the  demeanour  of  the  the  arrangeiBflnt.    These  are  purely  arintH- 

pvCjr  and  the  paper  ie  that  which  nuiat  be  abown'  ij  ;  withoot  the  least  reference  to  anjr  fiaud 

10  be  material.    Your  committee,  a(W  all  they  principle  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  to  aoj 

have  heard,  is  yet  to  learn  how  the  full  force  and  aettled  maxim  of  jurisprudence,  and  consa- 

eflfect  of  any  demeanour,  as  evidence  of  guilt  quently  are  variable  at  every  instant,  as  the 

or  innocence,  can  be  known,  unless  it  be  abo  conveniences  of  the  cause  may  require, 

fully  known  to  what  that  demeanour  applied ;  We  admit,  that  in  the  order  of  mere  arrange- 

udess  when  a  person  did  or  said  any  thing,  it  ment  there  is  a  difference  between  c-samw 

be  known,  not  generally  and  abstractedly,  that  nation  of  witness  in  chief,  ancf  gtojis  enuni- 

1  paper  was  resud  to  him,  but  particularly  and  nation,  and  that  in  general  tltos*;  several  parts 

specifically  what  were  the  contents  of  that  are  properly  cast,  according  to  the  situation  ol 

paper :  whether  they  were  matters  lightly  or  the  parties  in  the  cause  ;  but  there  neither  is 

weightily  alleged;  within  the  power  of  the  party  nor  can  be  any  precise  rule  to  discriminate 

accused  to  have  connitcdon  the  spot,  if  false;  the   exact  bounds  belweon  examination  and 

or  such  as,  though  he  might  have  denied,  he  cross  examination.    So,  is  to  time,  there  ii 

could    not   instantly   have  disproved.      The  necessarily  some  limit,  but  a  limit  hard  to 

doctrine  appeared,  and  still  appears,  to  your  fix.     The  only  one  which  can  be  fixed  with 

committee  to  be  totally  abhorrent  from  the  any  tolerable  degree  of  precision,  is    when 

genius  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  mis-  the  judge,  after  fully  hearing  all  parties,  is  to 

chievously  subversive  of  its  use.    We  did,  consider  of  his  verdict  or  his  sentence.  Whilst 

however,  offer  that  extraneous  proof  which  was  the  cause  continues  under   hearing  in  any 

demanded  of  us ;  but  it  was  refused,  as  well  as  shape,  or  in   any  stage  of  the  process,  it  is 

the  office   document.  the '  duty  of  the  judge  to  receive  every  offer 

Your  committee  thought  themselves  the  of  evidence,  apparently  material,  suggested  to 
more  bound  to  contend  for  every  mode  of  evi-  him,  though  the  parties  themselves,  through 
dence  to  the  irUenium;  because  in  many  of  negligence,  ignorance,  or  cornipt  collusion, 
the  cases  the  gross  fact  was  admitted,  and  the  should  not  bring  it  forward.  A  judge  is  not 
prisoner  and  his  counsel  set  up  pretences  of  placed  in  that  high  situation  merely  as  a  pas- 
public  necessity  and  public  service  for  his  sive  instrument  of  parties :  he  has  a  duty  of 
justification.  No  way  lay  open  for  rebutting  hia  own,  independent  of  them,  and  that  duty 
this  justification,  but  by  bringing  out  all  the  is  to  investigate  tho  truth.  There  may  be  no 
circumstances  attendant  on  the  transaction.  prosecutor, — in  oar  law  a  permanent  prose- 
cutor is  not  of  necessity.    The  crown  prose- 

ORDER  AND  TIME  OF  PRODU-  cutor  in  criminal  cases  is  a  grand  jury  ;  antf 

CING  EVIDENCE.  this  is  dissolved  instantly  on  its  findings  and  iti 

presentments.    But  if  no  prosecutor  appears. 

Your  committee  found  great  impediment  in  (and   it  has  happened  more  than  once,)  the 

the  production  of  evidence,  not  only  on  account  court  is  obliged,  through  its  officer,  the  clerk  of 

of  the  general  doctrines  8upi)osed  to  exist  con-  the  arraigns,  to  examine  and  cross  examine 

ceming  its    inadmissibility,  drawn  from  its  every  witness  who  presents  himself;  and  the 

own  alleged  natural  incompetency,  or  from  its  judge  is  to  see  it  done  effectually,  and  to  ad 

inapplicability  under  the  pleading  of  the  im-  his  own  part  in  it;  and  this  as  long  as  evi- 

peachment  of  tltis  House  ;  but  also  from  the  dence  shall  be  offered  within  the  time  whidi 

mode  of  proceeding  in  bringing  it  forward.—  the  mode  of  trial  will  admit. 

Here  evidence  which  we  thought  necessary  Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  if  it  has 

to  the  elucidation  of  the  cause  was  not  suffer-  happened,   that  witnesses  or  other  kinds  oC 

ed,  upon  the  supposed  rules  of  exammation  in  evidence  havo  not  been  fi-equently  produced 

dtief,  and  crou  exanunation — and  on  supposed  after  the  closing  of  tho  prisoner's  defence,  or 

rules,  forming  a  distinction  between  evidence  such  evidence  has  not  been  in  reply  given,  it 

criginally  produced  on  the  charge,  and  evi-  has  ha;}pened  from  the  peculiar  nature  c£  oar 

dence  offered  on  the  rqdy.  common  judicial  proceedings,  in  which  all  the 

On  all  these  your  committee  observes   in  matter  of  evidence  must  be  presented,  whilst 

general,  that  if  the  rules,  which  respect  the  the  bodily  force  and  the  memory,    or  other 

•ubst&nce  of  the  evidence,  are  (as  the  great  mental  faculties  of  men,  can  hold  out.    This 

lawyers  on  whose  authority  we  stand  assert  does  not  exceed  the  compass  of  one  natural 

they  are)  no  more  than  rules  of  convenience,  day,  or  thereabouts ;  during  that  short  space 

much  more  are  those  subordinate  rules,  which  of  time,  new  evidence  very  rarel>  occurs  for 

ragard  the  order,  the  manner,  and  the  time  of  production  by  any  of  tho  parties  \iecause  iht 
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Mill]  3  of  men,  joined  to  the  nature  of  the  tii*  '^  Certainlj  {nys  he)  there  are  authora  wht 

ounak,  and  of  the  mode  of  trial  at  ooramoo  deny,  that,  afler  publication  of  the  depoMtioiWf 

law  ( jood  and  useful  on  the  whole)  prescribe  any  new  witnesses  and  proofs,  that  can  affect 

limits  which  the  mere  principles  of  justice  the  prisoner,  ought  to  be  received,  which  (sayi 

would  of  themselves  never  fix.  he)  is  true  in  a  case  where  a  private  proaecu* 

But  in  other  courts,  such  as  the  court  of  tor  has  intervened,  who  produces  the  witneaBoii 

chancery,  the  courts  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  But  if  the  judge  proceeds  by  way  of  inquisi- 

(except  in  prize  causes  under  the  act  of  par-  tion  er  qficio,  then,  even  after  the  completion 

liamcnt,)    and    in    the  ecclesiastical  courtSi  of  the  examination  of  witnesses  a^'ainst  the 

wherein  the  trial  is  not  by  an  enclosed  jury,  in  prisoner,  new  witnesses  may  be  rcccivod  and 

all  those  courts  such  strait  limits  are  not  o^course  examined;  and  on  new  grounds  of  suspicion 

necessary :  The  cause  is  continued  by  many  arising,  new  articles  may  be  formed  according 

adjournments  ;  as  long  as  thp  trial  lasts,  new  to  the  common  opinion  df  the  doctors ;  and  at 

witnesses  are  examined,  (oven  after  the  regu-  it  vs  the  most  generally   received,  so  it  if 

lar  stage,)  for  eiihei'party,  on  a  special  ap«  most  agreeable  to  reason."    And  in  anotbv 

plication  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court,  chapter,  relative  to  the  ordinary  criminal  p«0* 

when  tha  evidence  offered  is  newly  come  to  cess  by  a  private  prosecutor,  he  lays  it  dcNm, 

the  knowledge  or  power  of  the  party,  and  ap-  on  the  authority  of  Angelus,   Bartolus,  wd 

pears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  material  in  tho  others,  that  afler  the  right  of  the  party  pniao- 

cause.    Even    after  hearings  new  witneasei  cuting  is  expired,  the  judge  taking  up  the  mat* 

have  hf^n  examined,  or  former  wiutesses  re-  ter  «v  qffido  may  direct  new  wiinestcs  aiid 

exan..  ^ed,  not  as  the  right  of  the  parties,  but  new    proofs,  even  after  publication.      Other 

ad   it^  ormandam  ootudentiam  judkU.      All  passages  from  the  same  writer,  and  from  othen, 

these  things  are  not  unfrequent  in  some,  if  not  might  be  added ;  but  your  committee  trust  that 

in  all,  of  these  courts,  and  perfectly  known  to  what  they  have  produced  is  sufficient  to  show 

.Ae  judges  of  Westminster  Hall,  who  cannot  the  general  principles  of  the  imperial  criminal 

tio  supposed  ignorant  of  the  practice  of  the  law. 

Cvxnt  of  chancery ;  and  who  sit  to  try  appeals  The  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  high  court 

from  the  admiralty  and  ecclesiastical  courts  as  of  parliament  bear  a  much  greats  rexemoianoo 

delegates.  to  the  course  of  the  court  of  chancery,  the 

But  as  criminal  prosecutions,  according  to  admiralty,  and  ecclesiastical  court^( which  are 

the  forms  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  are  nei*  the  king's  courts  too,  and  their  law  uie  liv/  of 

ther  many  nor  important  in  any-  court  of  thia  the  land)  than  to  those  of  the  common  law. 

part  of  the  kingdom,  your  committee  thinks  it  The  accusation  is  brought  into  parliament 

right  to  state  the  undisputed  principle  of  the  at  this  very  day  by  exhihUing  article* ;  whicfa| 

imperial  law   from  the  great  writer  on  this  your  committee  is  informed,  is  the  regular  mode 

subject  before  cited  by  us — ^from  Carpzovius.  of  commencing  a  criminal  prosecution,  where 

He  says,  "  that  a  doubt  has  arisen  whether,  the  office  of  the  judge  is  promoted  in  tho  civil 

evidence  being  once  given  in  a  trial  on  a  pub«  and  canon  law  courts  of  this  country.     The 

lie  prosecution  {in  proce»au  inquiidtorio)  and  answer,  again,  is  usually  specific,  both  to  the 

tUc  witnesses  being  examined,  it  may  be  al«  fact  and  the  law  alleged  in  ca^.h  particular  arti- 

lowed  to  form  other  and  new  articles,  and  to  cle,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  proceeding  of  the 

produce  new  wiutesses."      Your  committee  civil  law,  and  not  of  the  common  law. 

miKSi  here  observe,  that  the  proeeuua  tn^iiisH  Antiently  the  resemblance  was  much  nearer 

tonus  IS  that  proceeding  in  which  the  prose-  and  stronger.  Selden,who  was  himself  a  great 

cution  \»  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  judge  ornament  of  the  oonunon  law,  and  who  was  perw 

acting*  er  qffieio;  from  tliat  duty  of  his  office,  sonally  engaged  in  most  of  the  impeachment! 

which  t«  CDilcd  the  nohiU  offidum  judicxt.    For  of  his  time,  has  written  expressly  on  the  judi* 

die  judge  under  the  imperial  law  posseeses  both  cature  in  parliament.   In  his  fourth  chapter,  in- 

those  powers,  the  inquisitorial  and  the  judicial,  tituled.  Of  fflMesses,  he  lays  down  tli^  praio 

which  m  the  high  court  of  parliament  are  more  tice  of  his  time,  as  well  as  of  anticnt  times, 

a|>tly  divided  and  exercised  by  the  different  with  respect  to  the  proof  by  examination;  and 

Houses ;  and  in  this  kind  of  process  the  House  it  is  clearly  a  practice  more  similar  to  that  of 

will  see  that  Carpzovius  couples  the  produo-  the  civil  than  the  common  law.  **  The  practice 

tion  of  new  witnesses  and  the  forming  of  new  at  this  day  (says  he)  is  to  swear  the  witnesses 

articles  (the  undoubted  privilege  of  the  Cora-  in  open  House,    and  then  to  examine  thnn 

mow)  zs  intimately  and  necessarily  connect-  ^there,  or  at  a  eommitteef  either  u)ion  irUerrogith 

Bd.    He  then  proceeds  to  solve  the  doobfr—  ftiries  agreed  upon  in  the  House,  or  such  as  tbt 

Z 
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connoiUee  in  their  diacreiion  shall  detnand—  of  i/ig«Daity  ought  to  be  emplojed  to  bafli 
tbua  it  was  in  antient  timesi  as  shall  appear  by  chicane,  not  to  suppoct  it.  The  case,  in  whidi 
the  precedents,  so  many  as  they  are,  they  b^  Lord  Mansfield  hat  delivered  this  aentimeotii 
in^  v<iy  sparing  to  record  those  ceremonies,  merely  a  civil  case,     fu  ciril  causes  of  moan 
whirh  1  shall  briefly  recite,  I  then  add  thoso  d  timntj  it  imports  little  to  the  commonwealth 
of  later  times."  whether  Titus  or  MoBviut  profits  of  a  legacy  * 
Accordingly,  in  times  so  lato  as  those  of  or  whether  John  a  Nokt$  or  John  a  S6Ua  is 
the  trial  of  Lord  Middlesex,  upon  an  impeach-  seised  of  the  manor  of  Dale.  For  which  reasoo, 
mentof  the  Commons,  the  whole  course  of  the  in  many  cases,  the  private  interests  of  men 
proceeding,  especially  in  the  mode  of  adducing  are  left  by  courts  to  suffer  by  their  own  ne- 
the  evidetice,  was  in  a  manner  the  same  as  in  gleets,  and  their  own  want  of  vigilance,  at 
the  civil  law :  Depositions  were  taken,  and  their  fbrtiines  are  permitted  to  suffer  fitxn  the 
publication  regularly  passed ;  and  on  the  trial  same  causes  in  all  the  concerns  of  cororooa 
of  Lord  Strofforde,  both  modes  pointed  out  by  life.    But  in  crimes,  where  the  prosecution  it 
Selden  seem  to  have  been  indifferently  used.  on  the  part  of  the  public  (as  all  criminal  prose- 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  this  high  court  cutions  are,  except  appeals)  the  public  prose- 
(bound  by  none  of  their  niles)  has  a  liberty  to  cutor  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  plaintiff 
adopt  the  methods  of  any  of  the  legal  courts  of  in  a  cause  of  meum  d  tuum  ;  nor  the  prisoner, 
the  kingdom  at  its  discretion  ;  and  in  sound  in  such  a  cause,  as  a  common  defendant.    In, 
discretion  it  ought  to  adopt  those,  which  bear  such  a  cause  the  stato  itself  is  highly  concPfn> 
the  nearest  resemblance  to  its  own  oonstituti<H),  ed  in  the  event :  On  the  other  hand,  the  prisoner 
to  its  own  procedure,  and  to  its  exigencies  in  may  lose  life,  which  all  the  wealth  and  power 
the  promotion  of  justice.     There  are  conve-  of  all  the  states  in  the  world  cannot  restore  to 
niences  and  inconveniences  both  in  the  shorter  him.    Undoubtedly  the  state  ought  not  to  be 
and  the  longer  mode  of  trial.    But  to  bring  the  weighed  against  justice ;  but  it  would  be  dread- 
methods  obnerved  (if  such  are  in  fact  observ-  ful  indeed  if  causes  of  such  importance  should 
ed)  in  the  former,  only  from  necessity,  into  be  sacrificed  to  petty  regulations,  of  mere  se- 
the  latter,  by  choice,  is  to  load  it  with  the  in-  condary  convenience,  not  at  all  adapted  to  such 
conveniency  of  both,  without  the  advantages  concerns,  nor  even  made  with  a  view  to  their 
of  either.    The  chief  benefit  of  any  process,  existence.  Your  committee  readily  adopts  the 
which  admits  of  adjournments,  is,  that  it  may  opinion  of  the  learned  Ryder,  that  it  wouM  bo 
afford  moans  of  fuller  information  and  more  better  if  there  were  no  such  rules,  than  that 
mature  deliberation.    If  neither  of  (he.  parties  there  should  be  no  exceptions  to  them.    Lord 
have  a  strict  right  to  it,  yet  the  cotu-t  or  the  Hardmdce  declared  very  properly,  in  the  case 
jury,  as  the  case  may  be,  ought  to  demand  it.  of  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  against  Sir  Abraban 
Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  all  rules  Janson, "  That  political  arguments,  in  the  foil- 
relative  to  laches  or  neglects  in  a  party  to  the  est  sense  of  the  word,  as  they  concerned  the 
suit,  which  may  cause  nonsuit  on  the  one  government  of  a  nation,  must  be,  and  always 
hand,  or  judgment  by  default  in  the  other,  all  have  been,  of  great  weight  in  the  cowideratioo 
things,  which  cause  the  party  cadere  in  jure,  of  thu  court.  Though  Uiere  be  no  dolus  malkM 
ought  not  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  utmost  rigour  in  contracts,  with  regard  to  other  persons,  yet 
even  in  civil  cases;  but  still  less  ought  that  if  the  rest  of  mankind  are  concerned  at  well  at 
spirit,  which  takes  advantage  of  lapses  and  the  parties,  it  mav  be  properly  said,  it  reganis 
failures,  on  either  part,  to  be  suffered  to  go-  the  public  utility."    Lord  Hardwicke  laid  this 
vem  in  causes  criminal.    *<  Judges  ought  to  down  in  a  cause  of  mei0n  el  tuum  between 
lean  against  every  attempt  to  nonsuit  a  plaintiff  party  and  party,  where  the  public  was  concern- 
on  objections,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  ed  only  remotely,  and  in  the  example ;  not  as 
real  merits.    It  is  unconscionable  in  a  defend-  in  this  prosecution,  when  the  political  argu- 
ant  to  take  advantage  of  the  apices  Htigandi ;  ments  are  infinitely  stronger,  the  crime  reUt- 
— against  such  objections,  every  possible  pre-  ing,  and  in  the  moet  eminent  degree  rclatingi 
sumption  ought  to  be  made  vvhich  ingenuity  to  the  public. 

can  suggest.    How  disgraceful  would  it  be  to        One  case   has  happened  since    the   time 

the  administration  of  justice  to  allow  chicane  which  is  limited  by  the  order  of  the  House 

to  obstruct  right !"  This  observation  of  Lord  for  this  report :  It  is  so  very  important,  that 

Mansfield  applies  equally  to  every  means,  by  we  think  ourselves  justified  in  submitting  h 

which,  indirectly  as  well  as  directly,  the  cause  to  the  House  without  delay.    Your  committee, 

may  fail,  upon  any  other  principles  than  those  on  the  supposed  rules  here  alluded  to^haa  beta 

of  its  merits.  He  thinks,  that  all  the  resources  prevented  from  examining  (as  of  rig^t)  a  wi^ 
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of  importance  in  the  case,  and  one  on  questioned.  The  perjury  of  the  witnesses  has 
whose  supposed  knowledge  of  his  most  hidden  been  more  doubled  at  some  period:),  than  tbo 
transactions,  the  prisoner  had  himself,  in  all  regularitj  of  the  process  has  been  at  any  pe- 
stagcs  of  this  business,  as  the  House  well  rimi.  The  learned  lawyer  who  led  for  the 
knows,  endeavoured  to  raise  presumptions  in  Commons  in  that  impeachment  (Serjeant 
favour  of  his  cause.  Indeed  it  was  his  prin-  Maynard)  had,  near  forty  years  before,  taken 
cipal,  if  not  only  justification,  as  to  the  intention  a  forward  part  in  the  groat  cause  of  the  im- 
in  many  different  acts  of  corruption  charged  peachment  of  Lord  Straffordo ;  and  was,  per* 
upon  him.  The  witness  to  whom  we  allude,  haps,  of  ail  men  then  in  England,  the  roost 
IS  Mr.  Larkins.  This  witness  came  from  conversant  in  the  law  and  usage  of  parliament. 
India  after  your  committee  had  closed  the  Jones  was  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  his  age. 
evidence  of  this  House,  in  chief;  and  could  His  colleagues  were  eminent  men. 
not  be  produced  before  the  time  of  tlie  reply.  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Slrafforde  (which  has 
Your  committee  was  not  suffered  to  examine  attracted  the  attention  of  history  more  than 
him :  not,  as  tliey  could  find,  on  objections  to  any  other,  on  account  of  tlie  importance  of  the 
the  particular  question,  as  impro|^er,  but  upon  causo  itself,  the  skill  and  learning  of  the  pro- 
some  or  other  of  the  general  grounds  (as  they  secutors,  and  the  eminent  abilities  of  the  pri- 
believe)  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  any  soner)  aAer  the  prosecutors  for  the  Comroona 
evidence  from  him.  The  party,  after  having  had  gone  though  their  evidence  on  the  articles ; 
-esisted  his  production,  on  the  next  sitting  after  the  prisoner  had  also  made  his  defence, 
day  admitted  him ;  and  by  consent  he  was  ex-  either  upon  each  severally,  or  upon  each  body 
amined :  Your  committee  entered  a  protest  of  articles  as  they  had  been  collected  into  one; 
>n  their  minutes  in  favour  of  their  right,  and  the  managers  had  in  the  same  manner  re- 
Your  committee  contended,  and  do  contend,  plied  ;  when,  previous  to  the  general  conclud* 
that  by  the  law  of  parliament,  whibt  the  trial  ing  reply  of  the  prosecutors,  the  time  of  the 
ksts  they  have  full  right  to  call  new  evidence,  general  summing  up  (or  recollection  as  it  waa 
as  the  circumstances  may  afford,  and  the  pos-  called)  of  the  whole  evidence  on  the  part  of 
ture  of  the  causo  may  demand  it.  This  right  Lord  Strafforde  arrived,  the  managers  pro- 
seems  to  have  been  asserted  by  the  managers  duced  new  evidence.  Your  committee  wishes 
for  the  Commons,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Staf-  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
ford — 32Cha.II.  The  managers,  in  that  case  this  case,  as  the  contest  between  the  parties 
claimed  it  as  the  right  of  the  Commons  to  did  very  nearly  resemble  the  present ;  but| 
produce  witnesses  for  the  purpose  of  fortify-  principally,  because  the  sense  of  the  lords  on 
ing  their  former  evidence.  Their  claim  was  the  law  of  parliament,  in  its  proceedings  with 
admitted  by  the  court.  It  is  an  adjudged  case  regard  to  the  reception  of  evidence,  is  there 
in  the  law  of  parliament.  Your  conmiittee  is  distinctly  laid  down :  So  is  the  re|K>rt  of  the 
well  aware,  that  the  notorious  perjury  and  in-  judges  relative  to  the  usage  of  the  courts  b^ 
(amy  of  the  witnesses  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Staf-  low,  full  of  equity  and  reason,  and  in  perfect 
ford  has  been  used  to  throw  a  shade  of  doubt  conformity  with  the  right  for  which  we  con- 
and  suspicion  on  all  that  was  transacted  on  that  tended  in  favour  of  the  public,  and  in  favour 
occasion.  But  there  is  no  force  in  such  an  of  the  court  of  peers  itself  The  matter  is  as 
objection.  Your  committee  has  no  concern  in  follows.  Your  committee  gives  it  at  large : 
the  defence  of  these  witnesses ;  nor  of  the  lords  <<  After  this,  the  lord  steward  adjourned  this 
who  found  their  verdict  on  such  testimony ;  House  to  Westminster  Hall  *,  and  the  peers 
nor  of  the  morality  of  those  who  produced  being  all  set  there  in  their  places,  the  lord 
it.  Much  may  be  said  to  palliate  errours  on  iteward  commanded  the  lieutenant  of  the 
the  part  of  the  prosecutors  and  judges,  from  tower  to  bring  forth  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  to 
the  heat  of  the  tiroes,  arising  froro  the  great  the  bar ;  which  being  done,  the  lord  steward 
interests  then  agitated.  But  it  is  plain,  there  signified,  that  both  sides  might  make  a  recol* 
may  be  perjury  in  witnesses,  or  even  con-  lection  of  their  evidence,  and  the  Earl  oC 
spiracy  uujustly  to  prosecute,  without  the  least  Slrafforde  to  begin  first, 
doubt  of  the  legaliiy  and  regularity  of  the  pro-  «  Hereupon  Mr.  Glynn  desired,  that  befors 
ceedings  in  any  part.  This  is  too  obvious  and  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  began,  that  the  Coni- 
too  common  to  need  argument  or  illustration,  mons  might  produce  two  witnesses  to  the  fifi 
The  proceeding  in  Lord  Stafford*s  case  never  teenth  and  twenty-third  articles,  to  prove  that 
has,  for  an  hundred  and  fourteen  years,  either  there  be  two  men  whose  names  are  Berne ; 
in  the  warm  controversies  of  parties,  or  in  the  and  so  a  mistake  will  be  made  clear.  The 
•ool  disquisitions  oflawyers  or  historians,  been  Earl  of  Strafforde  desired,  that  no  new  wi^ 
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Besses  may  be  admitted  against  him,  unless  he  Eari  of  Hartford,  Earl  of  Essex,  Earl  of ! 

might  be  permitted  to  produce  witnesses  on  his  tot,  and  the  Lor^  ViacottDt  Bay  et  Seale,  Ts 

part  likewise ;  which  the  Commons  oonseoted  drawn  up  some  reasons  upon  whioh  the  ."brncr 

to,  so  the  E&rlof  Strafibrde  would  confine  order  was  made;  which  Being  read  as  M> 

himself  to  those  articles  upon  which  he  made  lowcth,  were  approved  of,  as  the  order  of  the 

reservations ;  but  he  not  agreeing  to  that,  and  House:  The  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com* 

the  Commons  insisting  upon  it ;  The  House  mons  did  declare,  that  they  challenge  tbem- 

was  adjourned  to  the  usual  place  ab<ive,  to  selves,  by  the  common  justice  of  the  kmgdom, 

consider  of  it;  and  after  some  debate,  their  that  they,  being  prosecutors  for  the  king,  may 

lordships  thought  it  fit.  That  the  members  of  bring  any  new  proo6  by  witnesses  during  the 

the  Commons  go  on  in  producing  new  wii-  time  of  the  evidence  being  not  fully  concluded, 

nesses,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  the  fi(\eenth  The  lords,  being  judges,  and  so  equal  to  then 

and  twenty-third  articles ;  and  that  the  Earl  and  the  prisoner,  conceived  this  their  desire 

of  Siraflfurdc   may   presently  produce    such  to  be  just  and  reasonable ;  and  also  that,  by  the 

witnesses  as  are  present;  and  such  as  are  same  common  justice,' the  prisoner  may  use 

not,  to  name  them  presently,  and  to  proceed  (he  same  liberty ;  and  that,  to  avoid  any  ooca> 

on  Momlay  next ;  and  also,  if  the  Commons  sions  of  delay,  the  lords  thought  fit  that  the  aiw 

and  Earl  of  Slraflforde  will  proceed  upon  any  ticles  and  witnesses  be  presently  named,  and 

other  articles,  upon  new  matter,  they  are  to  such  as  may  be  presently  produced  to  be  used 

name  the  wimesses  and  articles  on  both  sides  presently  ;  and  no  further  time  to  be  given, 

presently,  and  to  proceed  on  Monday  next ;  The  lord  steward  was  to  let  them  know,  that 

but  both  sides  may  waive  it  if  ihoy  will.    The  if  they  will  on  both  sides  waive  the  use  of  new 

lord  steward  adjourned  this  House  to  West-  witnesses,  they  may  proceed  to  the  rccoOe^ 

minster  Hall ;  and,  being  returned  thither,  sig-  lion  of  their  evidence  on  both  sides ;  if  bodi 

nified  what  the  lords  had  thought  fit  for  the  sides  will  not  waive  it,  then  the  lord  steward  is 

better  proceeding  in  the  business.    The  Earl  to  re4id  the  precedent  order;  and,  if  they  wiD 

of  Straffonlfv,  upon   this,  desiring  not  to  be  not  proceed  then,  this  House  is  to  adjourn  and 

limited  to  any  reservation,  but  to  be  at  liberty  rise." 

for  what  articles  are  convenient  for  him  to  for-  By  this  it  will  appear  to  the  House,  how 
(ify  with  new  witnesses  ;  to  which  the  Com-  much  this  exclusion  of  evidence,  brought  fir 
mons  not  assenting,  and  for  other  scruples  the  dueovery  of  truths  is  unsupported  either  by 
which  did  arise  in  the  case,  one  of  the  peers  parliamentary  precedent,  or  by  the  rule  as  un- 
did desire  that  the  House  might  be  adjourned,  derstood  in  the  common  law  courts  below;  and 
to  consider  further  of  the  particulars.  Here-  your  committee  (protesting  however  agauast 
upon  the  lord  steward  adjourned  the  House  to  being  bound  by  any  of  the  technical  rules  of 
the  usual  place  above.  The  lords,  being  comu  inferiour  courts)  thought  and  think  they  had  a 
up  into  the  Huuse,  fell  into  debate  of  the  right  to  see  such  a  body  of  .precedents  and  argtK 
business ;  and,  fur  the  better  informing  of  their  ments  for  the  rejection  of  evidence  during  tral, 
judgments  what  was  the  course  and  common  in  some  court  or  other,  before  they  were  in  this 
justice  of  the  kin«,>dom,  propounded  this  qucs-  matter  stopped  and  concluded, 
tion  to  the  judges ;  Whether  it  be  according  to  Your  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ex- 
the  course  of  practice,  and  common  justice,  amine  every  criminal  trial  in  the  voluminooa 
oefore  the  judges  in  their  several  courts,  for  the  collection  of  the  state  trials,  or  elsewhere ;  bat 
prosecutors  in  behalf  of  the  king,  during  thtt  having  referred  to  the  most  laborious  conyiler 
time  of  trial,  to  produce  wttruMses  to  diucover  the  of  law  and  equity,  Mr.  Viner,  who  has  alk)!- 
truth^  and  whether  the  prisoner  nuiy  not  do  the  ted  a  whole  volume  to  the  title  of  evidence, 
like?  The  lord  chief  justice  delivered  this,  we  find  but  one  ruled  case  in  a  trial  at  com- 
as the  unanimous  opinions  of  himself  and  ail  mon  law,  before  or  since,  where  new  evidence 
the  rest  of  the  judges:  Thai,  according  to  the  for  the  discovery  of  truth  baa  been  rejected, 
courts  of  practice,  and  conunon  justice,  before  as  not  being  in  due  time.  "  A  privy  verdiA 
them  in  their  several  courts,  upon  trial  by  jury  had  been  given  in  B.  R.  14  Eliz.  for  the 
Of  Umg  as  the  prisoner  it  at  the  bar,  and  the  defendant,  but  afterwards  before  the  inquest 
jtiry  not  sent  away,  either  side  may  give  their  gave  their  verdict  openly,  the  plaintiff  prayed 
evidence,  and  examine  witnesses  to  discover  Uiat  he  might  give  more  evidence  to  the  jury, 
truth  ;  and  this  b  all  the  opmion  as  we  can  he  having  (as  it  seemed)  discovered  that  the 
give  concerning  the  proceedings  before  us.  jury  had  found  against  him,  but  the  justice! 
Upon  some  consideration  after  this  the  House  would  not  admit  him  to  do  so  :  but  after  thai 
appointed  the  Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  South'ton,  Southcote,  J.  had  been  in  C.  P.  to  ask  the 
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opinion  of  the  justices  there,  they  took  the  fered  there,  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  in  the 

rerdict."    In  this  case  the  offer  of  new  evi«  light  of  a  case  frequently  determined  by  legal 

dence  was  not  during  the  trial.     The  trial  was  auUiority.   If  such  had  been  discovered,  though 

over.  The  verdict  was  actually  delivered  to  the  your  committee  never  could  have  allowed  these 

judge.    There  was  also  an  appearance  that  the  precedents  as  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  high 

discovery  of  the  actual  finding  had  suggested  to  court  of  parliament,  yet  they  should  not  be  sui^ 

the  plaintitr  the  production  of  new  evidence^-  prised  to  see  the  inferiour  judges  forming  their 

yet  it  appeared  to  the  judges  so  strong  a  mea-  opinions  on  tlieir  own  confined  practice.    Your 

sure  10  refuse  evidence,  whilst  any,  even  formal  committee,  in  tlioir  inquiry,  has  found  eompa> 

appearance  remained,  that  the  trial  was  not  ratively  few  reports  of  criminal  trials,  except 

closed,  that  they  sent  a  judge  from  the  bench  the  collection  under  tlie  title  of  State  Trials, 

into  the  X'Ommon  Pleas  to  obtain  the  opinion  a  book  compiled  from  materials  of  very  various 

of  their  brethren  there,  before   they  could  autliorily,  and  in  none  of  those  which  we  have 

venture  to  take  upon  them  to  consider  the  time  seen  is  there,  as  appears  to  us,  a  single  exam- 

for  production  of  eridence  as  elapsed.     The  pie  of  the  rejection  of  evidence,  similar  to  that 

case  of  refusal,  taken  with  its  circumstances,  is  rejected  by  tlie  advice  of  the  judges  in  the 

full  as  strong  an  example  in  favour  of  the  re-  House  of  Lords.     Neither,  if  such  examples 

port  of  the  judges  in  Lord  Strafibrde*«  case,  as  did  exist,  could  your  committee  allow  them  to 

any  precedent  of  admittance  can  be.  *??^7  directly  and  necessarily  as  a  measure  of 

The  researches  of  your  committee  not  ha^-  reason  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  constitute 

ing  furnished  them  with  any  cases  in  which  ed  so  very  differently  from  those  in  which  the 

evidence  has  been  rejected  during  the  trial,  common  law  is  administered.    In  the   trials 

as  being  out  of  time,  we  have  found  some  below,  the  judges  decide  on  the  competency  of 

instances  in  which  it  has  been  actually  receiv-  the  evidence  before  it  goes  to  the  jury,  and 

ed;  and  received  not  to  repel  any  new  matter  (under  ths  correctives  in  the  use  of  their  dis- 

in  the  prisoner's  defence — but  when  the  priso-  cretion  stated  before  in  this  report)  with  great 

oer  had  called  all  his  witnesses,  and  thereby  propriety  and  wisdom.    Juries  are  token  pro* 

closed  his  defence.    A  remarkable  instance  miscuously  from  the  mass  of  the  people  ;  they 

occurred  on   the  trial  of  Harrison,  for   the  are  composed  c^  men  who,  in  many  instances, 

murder  of  Dr.  Clenche.    The  justices  who  in  most  perhaps,  never  were  concerned  in  any 

tried  the  cause,  (viz.)  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  causes,  judicially  or  otherwise,  before  the  time 

and  the  justices  Atkins  and  Nevil,  admitted  of  their  service.    They  have  generally  no  pre* 

the  prosecutor  to  call  new  evidence,  fur  no  vious  preparation  or  possible  knowledge  of  the 

other  rcilson  but  that  a  new  witness  was  then  matters  to  be  tried,  or  what  is  applicable  or 

eome  into  court,  who  had  not  been  in  court  inapplicable  to  them ;  and  they  decide  in  a 

before.    These  justices  apparently  were  of  the  space  of  time  too  short  for  any  nice  or  critical 

same  opinion  on  this  point  with  the  justices  disquisition.    The  judges,  therefore,  of  neces- 

who  eav')  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Lord  sity,  must  forestall  the  evidence  where  there  is 

Stramrde.    Your  committee,  on  this  point,  as  a  doubt  on  its  competence,  and  indeed  observe 

on  the  former,  cannot  discover  any  authority  much  on  its  credibility,  or  the  nuMt  dreadful 

for  tlie  decbion  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  consequences  might  follow.    The  institution 

law  of  parliament,  or  in' the  law  practice  of  any  of  juries,  if  not  thus  qualified,  could  not  exist, 

court  in  tliis  kingdom.  Lord  Mantfitld  makes  the  same  observation 

with  regard  to  another  corrective  of  the  short 

PRACTICE  BELOW.  mode  of  trial— that  of  a  neu;  trial. 

This  is  the  law,  and  this  its  policy.    The 

Your  committee  not  having  learned  that  the  jury  are  not  to  decide  ori  the  competency  of 

resolutions  of  the  judges  (by  which  the  lords  witnesses,  or  of  any  otlier  kind  of  evidence,  in 

have  been  guided)  were  supported  by  any  au-  any  way  whatsoever.    Notliing  of  that  kind 

thority  in  law  to  which  they  could  have  access,  can  come  before  them.    But  tlie  lords  in  the 

have  heard  by  rumour,  that  they  have  been  high  court  of  parliament  are  not,  either  actu* 

justified  upon  the  practice  of  the*  courts,  in  ally  or  virtually,  a  jury.    No  legal  power  is 

ordinary  trials  by  conmiission  of  oyer  and  ter-  interposed  between  them  and  evidence ;  they 

miner.    To  give  any  legal  precision  to  this  are  iliemselves  by  law  fully  and  exclusively 

term  of  proefiee,  as  thus  applied,  your  com-  equal  to  it.    They  are  persons  of  high  rank, 

mittee  apprehends  it  must  mean--4hat   the  generally  of  the  best  education,  and  of  suffi* 

judge  in  those  criminal  trials  has  so  regularly  cient  knowledge  of  the  world ;  and  they  are  a 

rejected  a  certain  kbd  of  evidence  when  o^  permanent,  a  settled,  a  corporate,  and  not  •■ 
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occasional  and  transitory  judicature.    But  it  thoMofappeQatejnriadictionwhidicoinebefcM 

ia  to  be  feared,  that  the  authority  of  the  judges  them.  In  cases  of  appeal  or  of  errour  (which 

(in  the  case  of  juries  legal^  may,  from  that  is  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal)  the  court  of  ap- 

ezamplo,  weigh  with  the  lords  ftu-ther  than  its  peal  is  obliged  to  judge,  not  by  its  own  rules, 

reason,  or  its  applicability  to  the  judicial  ca-  acting  in  another  capacity,  or  by  those  whicL 

pacity  of  the  peers  can  support.    It  is  to  be  it  shall  choose  pro  re  nala  to  maJce,  but  by  the 

feared,  that  if  the  lords  should  think  themselves  rules  of  the  inferiour  court  fitun  whence  the 

bound  implicitly  to  submit  to  this  authority,  appeal  comes,  tor  the  fault  or  the  mistake  of 

that  at  length  they  may  come  to  think  them-  the  inferiour  judge  is,  that  he  has  not  prt^ 

selves  to  bo  no  better  than  jurors,  and  may  vir-  ceeded  aft  be  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  law 

tually  consent  to  a  partition  of  that  judicature,  which  he  was  to  administer ;  and  the  correciioo^ 

which  the  law  has  led  to  them  whole,  supreme,  if  such  shall  take  place,  is  to  compel  toe  cowl 

uncontroulled,  and  final.  from  whence  the  appeal  comes,  to  act  as  origi- 

This  final  and  independent  judicature,  be-  nally  it  ought  to  have  acted  according  to  law, 

cause  it  is  final  and  independent,  ought  to  be  as  the  law  ought  to  have  been  understood  and 

very  cautious  with  regard  to  the  rejection  of  evi-  practised  in  that  tribunal.    The  lords,  in  such 

dcnce.    If  incompetent  evidence  is  received  by  c&ses  of  necessity,  judge  on  the  grounds  of  the 

thoni,  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  their  judging  law,  and  practice  of  the  courts  below  ;  and  this 

upon  it  afterwards  according  to  its  value.    It  they  can  very  rarely  learn  with  precision,  but 

may  have  no  weight  in  their  judgment ;  but  if,  from  the  body  of  the  judges.    Of  course  much 

upon  advice  of  others,  they  previously  reject  deference   is,  and  ought  to  be  had  to  their 

information  necessary  to   their  proper  judg-  opinions.   But  by  this  means  a  confusion  may 

ment,  they  have  no  intermediate  means  of  set-  arise  (if  not  well  guarded  against)  between  what 

ting  themselves  right,  and  they  injure  the  cause  they  do  in  their  appeUate  jurisdiction,  which  is 

of  justice  without  any  remedy.    Against  er-  frequent,  and  what  they  ought  to  do  in  their 

roursof  juries,  there  is  reme<^.y  by  a  new  trial;  original  jurisdiction,  which  is  rare  :  and  by 

against  errours  of  judges  there  is  remedy,  in  this  the  whole  original  jurisdiction  of  the  peers, 

civil  causes,  by  demurrer  and  bills  of  excep-  and  the  whole  law  and  usage  of  parliament,  at 

tions ;  against  their  final  mistake  there  is  re-  least  in  their  virtue  and  spirit,  may  be  consi- 

medy  by  writ  of  errouc,  in  courts  of  common  derably  impaired. 

AW.  In  chancery  there  is  a  remedy  by  appeal.  Afler  having  thus  submitted  to  the  House 

If  they  wilfully  err  in  the  rejection  of  evidence,  the  general  tenour  cf  the  proceedings  in  this 

there  was  formerly  the  terrour  existing  of  pu-  trial,  your  committee  will,  with  all  convenient 

nishment  by  impeachment  of  the  Commons  ; —  speed,  lay  before  the  House  the  proceedings  on 

but  with  regard  to  the  lords,  there  is  no  remedy  each  head  of  evidence  separately,  which  has 

for  errour,  no  punishment  for  a  wilful  wrong.  been  rejected ;  and  this  they  hope  will  put  the 

Your  committee  conceives  it  not  improbable  House  more  perfectly  in  possession  of  the  prin- 

Zhat  this  apparently  total  and  unreserved  sub-  cipal  causes  of  the  length  of  this  trial,  as  weli 

mission  ofthe  lords  to  the  dictates  of  the  judges  as  of  the  injury  which  parliamentary  justice 

of  the  inferiour  courts  (no  proper  judges  in  any  may,  in  their  opinion,  suffer  fron  thiose  pr»» 

lighc,  or  in  any  degree,  ofthe  law  (^parliament)  ceedings. 
may  be  owb^  U)  the  very  few  causes  of  ori' 

final  jurijdicuon,  and  the  great  multitude  of  90th  Jfyrilf  1794. 
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APPENDIXi  No.  1 .  will,  therefore,  before  I  conclude,  mentioo  Umm 

which  weighed  with  roe,  ukl,  I  believe,  with 

IN  THE  CASE  OF  EARL  FERRERS,  many  others  ofthe  judges. 

,1PRIL  lllhy  1780.  REASONS,  &c. 

The  House  ofPeort  unanimously  found  Earl  Every  proceeding  in  the  House  of  Peers 

Ferrers  guilty  ofthe  felony  and  murder  whereof  acting  in  its  judicial  capacity,  whether  upon 

ne  stood  indicted  ;  and  tlie  earl  being  brought  writ  of  errour,  impeachment,  or  indictment, 

!o  the  bar,  the  high  steward  acquainted  him  removed  thither  by  certiorari,  is  in  judgment 

therewith ;  and  the  House  imnKdiately  adjourn-  of  law  a  proceeding  before  the  king  in  parlia* 

ed  to  the  chamber  of  parliament:  and  having  roent:  and  therefore  the  House,  in  all  those 

put  the  following  question  to  the  judges,  ad-  cases,  may  not  improperly  be  styled,  the  court 

jouraed  to  the  next  day.  of  our  lord  the  king  in  parliament.     This  court 

"  Supposing  a  peer,  so  indicted  and  con-  is  founded  upon  immemorial  usage,  upon  the 

victcd,  ought  bylaw,  to  receive  judgment  as  law  and  custom  of  parliament,  and  is  part  of 

aforesaid,  and  the  day  appointed  bythejudg-  the  original  system  of  our  constitution.    It  is 

mcnt  for  execution  should  laspe  before  such  open  for  all  the  purposes  of  judicature  during 

execution  done,  whether  a  new  time  may  be  the  continuance  of  the  parliament:  itopcnethat 

appointed  for  the  execution,  and  by  whom  V*  the  beginning  and  shuttcth  at  the  end  of  every 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  House  then  sitting  session;  just  as   the  court  of  king's  bench, 

in  the  chamber  of  parliament,  the  lord  chief  which  is  likewise  in  judgment  of  law  held  be- 

baron,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  fore  the  king  himself,  openeth  and  shutteth 

common    plea«,  delivered,   in    writing,    the  with  the  term.    The  authority  of  this  court, 

opinion  ofthe  judges,  which  they  had  agreed  or,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  it^  constant 

on  and  reduced  into  form  that  morning.    His  activity  for  the  ends  of  public  justice,  independ- 

lordship  addled  many  weighty  reasons  in  sup>  ent  of  any  special  powers  derived  from   the 

port  ofthe  opinion ;  which  he  urged  with  great  crown,  is  not  doubted  in  the  case  of  writs  of 

strength  and  propriety,  and  delivered  with  a  errour  from  those  courts  of  law  whence  errour 

becoming  dignity.  lieth  in  parliament,  and  of  impeachments  for 

misdemeanours. 

TO  THE  SECOND  aUESTION.  It  was  formerly  doubted,  whether,  in   the 

case  of  an  impeachment  for  treason,  aitd  in 

"  Sup|)osing  the  day  ap|K>inted  by  the  judg-  the  case  of  an  indictment  against  a  peer  for 

ment  for  execution  should  lapse  before  such  any  capital  crime,  removed  into  parliament 

execution  done,  (which,  however,  the  law  will  by  certiorari,  whether  in  these  cases  the  court 

not  presume,)  we  are  all  of  opinion,  that  a  can  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment,  without  an 

new  time  may  be  appointed  for  the  execution,  high  steward,  appointed  by  special  commission 

either  by  the  high  court  of  parliament,  before  from  the  crown.     This  doubt  seemeth  to  have 

which  such  peer  shall  have  been  attainted,  arisen  from  the  not  distinguishing  between  a 

or  by  the  court  of  king's  bench,  the  parliiment  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the  high  steward} 

not  then  sitting  ;  the  rc.':ord  of  the  attainder  and  that  before  the  king  in  parliament.     The 

being  properly  removed  into  that  court."  name,  style,  and  title  of  office  is  the  same  in 

The  reasons  upon  which  the  judges  f(Kinded  both  cases ;  but  the  office,  the  powers,  and  pre- 

their  answer  to  the  questii>i)  relating  to  the  eminences  annexed  to  it,  differ  very  widely ; 

further  procccdin<!>t  of  the  House  af^er  the  high  and  so  doth  the  constitution  ofthe  courts  where 

steward's    commission   ili^olved,  which    is  the  offices  are  executed.    The  identity  of  the 

usually  dune  u|Min  proiio>i<.ci':^  judgment,  may  name    may  have   confourKled  our   ideas,  as 

Vossibiy  re*{uir«  some  further  discussion.     I  equivocal  words  of\en  Jo,  if  the  nature  of  things 
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is  not  attended  to ;  but  the  nature  of  the  offices,  parliament,  whether  such  appointment  be 
properly  staled,  will  I   hope   remove    every  or  not.    It  acteth  in  its  judicial  capacity  in 
doubt  on  these  points.    In  the  court  of  the  every  order  made  touching  the  time  and  place 
high  steward,  he  alono  is  judge  in  all  points  of  the  trial,  the  postponing  the  trial  from  lime 
of  law  and  practice ;  the  peers  triers  are  merely  to  time  upon  petition,  according  to  the  nature 
judges  of  fact,  and  are  summoned  by  virtue  of  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  allowance  or 
a  precept  from  the  high  steward,  to  appear  non^Uowance  of  counsel  to  the  prisoner,  and 
before  him  on  the  day  appointed  by  him  for  other  matters  relative  to  tlie  trial  ;*  and  all 
the  trial,  Ul  Rei  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit,  this  before  an  high  steward  hath  been  appoints 
The  high  steward's  commission,  aAer  reciting  ed.    And  so  little  was  it  apprehended,  in  some 
that  an  indictment  hath  been  ibund  against  the  cases  which  I  shall  mention  presently,  that  the 
peer  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  proper  county,  existence  of  the  court  depended  on  the  appoint- 
impowereth  him  to  send  for  the  indictment,  to  ment  of  an  high  steward,  that  the  court  itself 
convene  the  prisoner  before  him,  at  such  day  directed  in  what  manner,  and  by  what  form  of 
and  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  then  and  there  words,  he  should  be  appointed.    It  hath  like- 
to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  of  such  in-  wise  received  and  recorded  the  prisoner's  con- 
dictmcnt ;  to  cause  the  peers  triers  tot  and  tales,  fession,  which  amounteth  to  a  cooviction,  beibre 
per  quos  Rci  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit,  at  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward ;  and  bath 
the  same  day  and  place  to  appear  before  him,  allowed  to  prisoners  the  benefit  of  acts  of 
Veritateque  inde  compertA,  to  proceed  to  judg-  general  pardon,  where  they  appeared  entitled 
ment  accorduig  to  the  law  and  custom  of  Eng*  to  it,  as  well  without  tho  appointment  of  an 
land,   and    thereupon  to  award  execution.^  high  steward,  as  after  his  commission  dissolved 
By  this  it  is  plain  that  the  solo  ri^t  of  judica-  And  when,  in  the  case  of  impeachments,  the 
turc  is  in  cases  of  this  kind  vested  in  the  high  Commons  have  sometimes,  at  conferences  b^ 
steward ;  that  it  resideth  solely  in  the  person ;  tween  the  Houses,  attempted  to  interpose  in 
and   consequently  without   the  commission,  matters  preparatory  to  the  trial,  the  general 
which  is  but  in  nature  of  a  commission  of  oyer  answer  hath  been, "  This  is  a  point  of  judica- 
and  terminer,  no  one  step  can  be  taken  in  order  ture  upon  which  the  lords  will  not  confer;'* 
to  a  trial ;  and  that  when  his  commission  is  they  impose  "  silence  upon  themselves,"'  or  to 
dissolved,  which  hedeclareth  by  breaking  his  that  efiect.    I  need  not  here  cite  instsnces  ; 
staff,  tho  court  no  longer  existeth.  every  man  who  hath  consulted  the  jouroab  of 

But  in  a  trial  of  a  peer  in  full  parliament,  either  House  hath  met  with  many  of  them, 
or,  to  speak  with  legal  precision,  before  the  I  will  now  cite  a  few  cases,  applicable,  in 
king  in  parliament,  for  a  capital  offence,  whe-  my  opinion,  to  the  present  question.  And  1 
ther  upon  impeachment  or  indictment,  the  caso  shall  confine  myself  to  such  as  have  happened 
is  quite  otherwise ;  every  peer  present  at  the  nnce  the  Restoration ;  because,  m  questions  of 
trial,  and  every  temporal  peer,  hath  a  right  to  this  kind,  modern  cases,  settled  with  delibera- 
be  present  in  every  part  of  the  preceding;  tion,  and  upon  a  view  of  former  precedents,  give 
Toteth  upon  every  question  of  law  and  fact ;  more  light  and  satisfaction  than  the  deepest 
and  the  question  is  carried  by  the  major  vote,  search  into  antiquity  can  afford.  And  also 
the  high  steward  himself  voting  merely  as  a  because  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  (H-i- 
peer  and  member  of  that  court,  in  common  vileges  of  parliament,  and  the  rights  of  thesub- 
with  the  rest  of  the  peers,  and  in  no  other  ject  in  general,  appear  to  have  been  more  sto- 
right.  died,  and  better  understood,  at  and  for  some 
It  hath  indeed  been  usual,  and  very  expcdi-  years  before  that  period,  than  in  former  ages, 
cnt  it  is,  in  fioint  of  order  and  regularity,  and  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Danby,  and  the 
for  the  solenuiity  of  the  proceeding,  to  appoint  popish  lords  then  under  impeachments,  the 
an  officer  for  presiding  during  the  time  of  the  lords,  on  the  6th  of  May  1769,  appointed 
trial,  and  until  judgment,  and  to  give  him  the  time  and  place  for  hearing  the  Earl  oif  Dan- 
stylo  and  title  of  steward  of  England ;  but  this  by,  by  his  counsel,  upon  the  validity  of  his  plea 
maketh  no  sort  of  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  pardon,  and  for  the  trials  of  the  other  kirds ; 
of  tho  court ;  it  is  the  same  court  fotmded  in  and  voted  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying 
inmemorial  usage,  in  the  law  and  custom  of  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  high 

■toward  for  those  purposes.  These  votes  were, 

♦  See  Lnrl  Clarendon's  commission  as  high 

ftewani,  and  the  writs  and  precepts  prepara*  ♦  See  the  orders  previous  to  the  trial,  in  the 

'ory  to  tho  (rial,  in  Lord  Morley's  case.    VII.  cases  of  the  Lordd  Kilmarnock,  5cc.  and  Lortf 

S(.  Tri.  I<ovat,  and  many  otlier  modern  cases 
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on  the  next  day,  communicated  to  the  Con^  lordi  may  proceed  in  tueh  trial*  if  mn  hi^ 
Toonn  by  message  in  the  usual  manner.  On  aleward  be  not  app<Hntctl  according  to  Ouir 
the  8th,  at  a  conference  between  the  Housea,  htnMe  desire.**  On  tho  13th  the  lord  pre- 
.ipon  the  subject  matter  of  that  roesaafie,  the  sidont  reported,  That  the  committees  of  bodi 
Commons  expressed  themselves  to  the  follow-  Houses  had  met  that  morning;,  and  discoursed, 
ing  etfecl :  '*  They  cannM  apprehend  what  in  tho  first  place,  on  tho  matter  of  a  lord  high 
should  induce  your  lordships  to  address  his  steward,  and  had  perused  former  cornmissiooa 
majesty  for  an  high  steward,  for  determining  the  for  the  office  of  high  steward ;  and  then,  put- 
validity  of  tho  pardon  which  hath  been  pleaded  ting  the  House  in  mind  of  the  order  and  re- 
by  the  Blnrl  of  Danby,  a5  also  for  the  trial  of  eolation  of  the  preceding  day,  proposed  from 
the  other  five  lord^,  bei!uiL«c  ihey  conceive  the  the  committees  that  a  new  commission  might 
consiitutini;  an  high  stt^ward  is  not  necessary,  issue,  so  as  tho  words  in  the  commission  may 
but  (hat  judgment  may  bo  given  in  parliament  be  thus  changtd,  viz.  Instead  of  Ac  pro  en 
upon  impeachment  without  an  high  steward ;"  quod  officium  Sencschalli  Anglis  (cujiis 
and  concluded  with  a  propobition,  that  for  avoid-  pncsentia  in  hac  parte  rcquiritur)  ut  accept- 
ing any  ititemiution  or  dolay,  a  committee  of  mus  jam  vacat,  may  be  inserted,  Ac  pro  oo 
boih  iifHiscs  might  be  iiu?ninated,  to  consider  qu6d  proceres  et  magnatus  in  parliameoto 
of  the  mnst  propiT  ways  and  methods  of  pro-  nostro  assemblati,  nobis  humiliter  (luppliea- 
f^oedinj:.  This  pro|N\«ition  tho  House  of  vcrunt  ut  Seneschallum  Anglisn  pro  liac  Tioe 
Pcerv,  aftor  a  long  driiaie,  rejected.  JDuse^-  constituere  dignaremur ;  to  which  the  Hoitso 
tientibtix.  Finch,*  choncellour,  and  many  other  a^ed.§ 

lords.  However,  on  the  11th,  the  Commons*  It  must  be  admitted  that  precedents  drawi 
proposition  of  the  8th  was,  upon  a  seoond  de-  from  times  of  ferment  and  jealousy,  as  these 
bate,  agreed  to;  and  the  lord  chancellour,  lord  were,  lose  much  of  their  weight,  since  passiMi 
president,  and  ten  other  lords,  were  named  of  and  party  prejudice  generally  mingle  in  the 
Uie  committre,  to  meet  and  confer  with  acorn-  contest ;  yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that  theee 
mitteo  of  the  Commons.  The  next  day  the  are  resolutions  in  which  both  Houses  concurredi 
lord  president  reported,  That  the  committees  and  in  whiclt  the  rights  of  both  were  thought 
of  both  Houses  mot  that  morning,  and  made  to  be  very  nearly  concerned;  tho  Commons* 
an  entrance  into  the  business  referred  to  them  ;  right  of  impeacliing  with  effect,  and  tho  whole 
that  tlic  Commons  desired  to  see  the  commis-  judicature  of  Uie  lords  in  capital  cases.  For 
sions  that  aro  prepared  for  an  high  steward  if  the  appointment  of  an  high  stcwanl  was  ad- 
vit  the*^e  (rials,  a-id  also  the  commissions  in  milted  to  bo  of  absolute  necessity  (however 
:K9  Lord  Pcflibr<»ke's  and  the  Lord  Morley*a  necessary  it  may  be  for  the  regularity  and 
.".ttOJi.  That  to  tliis  the  lords' committees  said,  solemnity  of  the  procectling  during  the  trill, 
"■  The  hi^hstricardie but rpenkcr pro  tempore,  and  and  until  judgment,  which  I  do  not  dispute,) 
^iveih  his  votf  trcU  as  the  ether  lortls;  this  changeth  every  impeachment  may,  for  a  reason  too  ob- 
not  v\e  natu/i  of  the  court .  And  the  lords  de-  vious  to  bo  mentioned,  be  rendered  inefTec- 
clared  they  have  power  enougii  to  proceed  to  tuol ;  and  the  judicature  of  tho  lords,  in  all 
trial,  tliougli  iliu  king  sliould  not  name  an  high  capital  cases,  nugatory, 
steward. f  Th:it  this  seemed  to  bo  a  saibfac-  It  wus  from  a  jealousy  of  this  kind,  not  at 
tion  to  the  Ccnimons,  provided  It  was  entered  in  that  juncture  altogether '  groundli'ss,  and  to 
the  lords*  journals,  which  are  records.**  Ac-  guard  against  every  thing  from  whence  the  ne- 
cordingly,  on  ihn  same  «lay, "  //  is  declared  (xml  cessity  of  an  high  steward,  in  the  case  oftn 
ordered,  bi/ tht  lords  fpirituM  nrvl trmitoral  tnpar-  inipeacluncnt  might  be  inferred,  that  tlie  Com- 
Uamcnt  axsembled,  th'U  tlte  office  of  an  high  stew- 
ard upon  trials  of  peers  upon  impcorhments,  is  f  This  rcsoluilnn  n»y  li>n!  rhiof  baron  refer* 
wH  necessary  to  the  House  of  Peers;  but  that  the  'f "  t"  and  cited  in  hU  amumtur  uimn  the 


cond  ({ueaiion  jiroponcd  lo  iho  judgc«,  which  il 
before  stated. 

♦  Afl^rwardi  Earl  of  Notiinjrhara.  ^  This  amendment  nroso  from  an  exceptlnn 

t  In  the  CommorH' i'Minial  of  the  I.MhofMay  tak<«n  lo  the  commhsion  by  tfic  cnmmlttee  fbr 

it  Btandeih  thus :  Their  lonliiliips  further  declare  the  Cntnnions,  whidi  as  it  then  stood  did  in  theii 

ij  the  committee,  that  a  lord  hi/h  steward  was  opinion  imply  that  the  con<«ritmiiit:  a  lord  hi;h 

made  Aac  rtcs  only.    That  notwiihstanding  the  steward    waa  necessary.    Wlicrcujvin    ii  wa« 

makingof  a  loni  hi.:h  steward,  the  court  rrmnii)'  a?rcei  hy  the  w.'m<1i   roinmiit''o  orLordr*  an<i 

edihesaine,  and  was  not  thereby  altered,  but  still  Commons,  that  the  commission  should  be  re 

remained  the  court  of  peers  in  pnrliamrnt.  Tliat  catied,  and  a  new  commission,  acronlin?  to  the 

the  lord  hi^h  i«tevvard  wad  but  as  a  speaker  or  nail  amcndaicnc,  issue,  to  t>ear  date  afler  the 

chairman,  lor  the  more  orderly  proceeding  at  order  and  resolution  of  the  12th.  (Coramoa^ 

the  uiali.  Journal  of  the  l&h  of  May.} 
Vol.  in. 
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moM  propofiod,  and  the  lords  readil/  agr««d  to  by  the  C'vomovs,  Ae  pro  eo  qudd  qffiaum 
to,  the  amendment  in  the  steward's  Gommiy-  SenesehaUi  AnfttuB  {a^ut  prwKfdU  m  hat 
sion  which  I  ha?e  alread)r  stated.  And  it  hath,  parte  rrquirkur)  ut  aeoepimuM  jam  vaoat,  are 
I  confess,  great  weight  with  me,  that  this  still  retained ;  but  this  proveih  no  more  than 
amendment,  which  was  at  the  same  time  di-  that  the  great  seal,  having  no  authority  to  Tary 
reeled  in  the  cases  of  the  five  popish  lords,  in  point  of  form,  hath  from  time  to  time  very 
when  commissions  should  pass  for  iheir  trials,  prudently  followed  antient  precedoits. 
hath  taken  place,  in  every  commission  upon  I  have  already  stated  the  substance  of  the 
impeachments  fur  treason,  since  that  time.*  commimion,  in  a  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the 
And  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  in  the  case  high  steward.  I  will  now  state  the  substance 
of  Lord  Lovat,  when  neither  the  heat  of  the  of  that  iu  a  proceeding  in  the  cmirt  of  the  peers 
times,  rK>r  the  jealousy  of  the  parties,  had  any  in  parliament.  And  shall  make  use  of  that  in 
riiare  in  the  proceeding,  the  House  ordered,  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  KiUnamock  and  others, 
"  That  the  commission  for  appointing;  a  lord  as  being  the  latest,  and  in  point  of  form  agree- 
high  steward  shall  bo  in  the  like  form  as  tliat  ing  with  the  former  precedents.  Thecommis- 
for  the  trial  of  the  Lord  Viscount  Stafford,  sion,  after  reciting  that  William  Earl  of  Kil- 
ts entered  in  the  journal  of  this  House,  on  naamock,  &c.  stand  indicted  before  commis- 
the  30lh  of  November  1680,  except  that  the  sionersofgaol  delivery,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
same  shall  be  in  the  English  language."!  for  high  treason,  in  levying  war  against  the 

I  wiU  make  a  short  observation  on  this  matter,  king ;  and  that  the  king  intendeth  that  the  said 

The  order,  on  the  13th  of  May  1679,  for  William  Earl  of  Kiknamock,  &c.  shall  be 
varying  the  form  of  tlic  commission,  was,  as  heard,  examined,  sentenced,  and  adjudged  be- 
appearcth  by  the  journal,  plainly  made,  in  con-  fore  himself  in  this  present  parliament,  touch- 
sequence  of  the  resolution  of  the  ISih,  and  ing  the  said  treason,  and  for  that  the  office 
was  founded  on  it ;  and  consequently  the  con-  of  steward  of  Grreat  Britain  (whose  presence 
stant  unvarying  practice  with  regard  to  the  is  required  upon  this  occasion)  is  now  vacant, 
new  form  goeth,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  way  as  we  are  informed,  appointeth  the  then  kird 
towards  showing,  that  in  the  sense  of  all  sue-  chancellour  steward  of  Great  Britain,  to  bear, 
ceeding  times,  that  resolution  was  not  the  execute,  and  exercise  (for  thb  time)  the  said 
result  of  faction,  or  a  blameable  jealousy,  but '  office,  with  all  things  due  and  belonging  to  the 
was  founded  in  sound  reason  and  true  policy,  same  office,  in  that  behalf. 
It  may  bo  objected,  that  the  resolution  of  the  What,  therefore,  are  the  things  due  and  be- 
12th  orif  May  1679,  goeth  no  further  than  to  a  longing  to  the  office  in  a  cose  of  tliis  kind  ? 
proceeding  upon  impeachment.  The  letter  of  Not,  as  in  the  court  of  tho  high  steward,  a 
the  resolution,  it  is  admitted,  goeth  no  further ;  right  of  judicature ;  for  the  commission  itself 
but  this  is  easily  accounted  for:  A  proceeding  supposeth  that  right  to  reside  in  a  court  then 
by  impeachment  was  the  subject  matter  of  tho  subsisting  before  the  king  in  parliament.  The 
conference,  and  the  Commons  had  no  pretence  parties  are  to  be  there  heard,  sentenced,  and 
to  interpose  in  any  other.  But  what  say  the  adjudged.  What  share  in  the  proceeding  doth 
lords  ?  The  high  steward  is  but  as  a  speaker  the  high  steward  then  take  ?  By  the  practice 
or  chairman,  pro  tempore j  for  the  more  orderly  and  usage  of  the  court  of  the  peers  in  pariia- 
proceeding  at  the  trials ;  the  appointment  of  him  ment  he  giveth  his  vote  as  a  member  thereof 
doth  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  court,  which  with  the  rest  of  the  peers  ;  but  for  the  sake  of 
still  remaineth  the  court  of  the  peers  in  parlia-  regularity  and  order,  he  presideth  during  the 
ment.  From  these  premises,  they  draw  the  trial,  and  until  judgment,  as  chairman  o 
conclusion  I  have  mentioned.  Are  not  these  sptaker,  pro  tempore.  In  that  respect,  therefore 
premises  equally  true  in  the  case  of  a  proceed-  it  may  be  properly  enough  said,  that  his  pre 
ing  upon  indictment  ?    They*undoubtedly  are.  sence  is  required  during  the  trial,  and  until 

It  must  likewise  be  admitted,  that  in  the  pro-  judgment,  and  in  no  other.    Herein  I  see  no 

ceeding  upon  indictment,  the  high  steward's  difference  between  the  ease  of  an  impeach- 

commlssion  hath  never  varied  from  the  an-  ment,  and  of  an  indictment.    I  say,  during  the 

tient  form  in  such  cases.     The  words  objected  time  of  the  trial,  and  until  iudgment,  because 

the  court  hath,  as  I  observed  before,  from  time 

•  See,  in  the  State  Trials,  the  commissions  in  to  time  done  various  acts,  plainly  judicial,  be- 

die  cases  of  tl»e  Earl  of  Oxford,  Earl  of  Der-  fore  tlie  appointment  of  an  high  steward,  and 

wemwater,  and  others-  Lord  Wintoun  and  Lord  ^^cre  no  high  steward  hath  ever  been  appoint 

t  See  the  proceedinjrs  printed  by  ord  ;r  of  the  e**.  «"^  «^»>  ^^^  the  commission  dissolved 

Hottis  of  Lords,  (4ih  February  1716.)  I  will  to  this  purpose  cite  a  few  cases. 
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1  begin  with  (he  latctt,  because  thej  ire  the  md  the  other  lords  impeached  at  the  same  lime, 
latest,  and  were  ruled  with  great  deliberation,  the  House  Deceived  and  recorded  the  con(e»> 
and,  for  the  most  part,  upon  a  view  of  former  sions  of  those  of  them  who  pleadetLguilly,  long 
precedents.  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Kil-  before  the  teste  of  the  high  steward's  coromis- 
mamock  and  others,  the  lords,  on  the  t4th  of  sion,  which  issued  merely  for  the  solemnitj  of 
June  1746,  ordered,  that  a  writ  or  writs  of  cer^  giving  judgment  against  them  upon  their  coa- 
tiorari  be  issued  for  removing  the  indictments  viction.  This  appeareth  by  tiie  oommiariou 
before  the  House ;  and  on  the  26lh  the  writ,  itself:  it  reciteth,  that  the  Earl  of  Derwent- 
which  is  made  returnable  before  the  king  in  water  and  others.  Coram  nobis  in  prssenti  par- 
parliament,  with  the  return  and  indictments,  liamento,  had  been  impeached  by  the  Com- 
was  received  and  read.  On  the  next  day,  up-  mona  for  high  treason,  and  had,  Coram  nobis 
on  the  report  of  the  lords'  committees,  that  in  prescnti  parliamcnto,  pleaded  guilty  to  that 
they  had  been  attended  by  the  two  chief  jus-  impeachment ;  and  that  the  king,  intending 
tices,  and  chief  baron,  and  had  heard  them,  that  the  said  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  others, 
touching  tlie  construction  of  the  act  of  the  7th  de  et  pro  proditione  undo  ipsi  ut  pra^fertor 
and  8th  of  King  William,  "  For  regulating  impetit',  accusit*,  et  convict'  existunt  coram 
trials  in  cases  of  high  treason  and  misprision  nobis  in  procsenli  parliamento,  secundum  le- 
uf  treason,"  the  House,  upon  reading  the  report,  gem  et  consuetudinem  bujus  regni  nostri  Mag- 
came  to  several  resolutions,  founded  for  the  use  Britanniu)  audientur,  scntentiemur,  et  ad- 
most  part  on  the  construction  of  that  act.  What  judicentur,  constituteth  the  then  lord  chancellour 
that  construction  was,  appeareth  from  the  lord  high  steward  (hac  vice)  to  do  and  execute  all 
high  steward's  address  to  the  prisoners,  just  things  which  to  the  office  of  high  steward  in 
before  their  arraignment.  Having  mentioned  that  behalf  do  belong.  The  receiving  and  ra* 
that  act,  as  one  happy  consequence  of  the  re-  cording  the  confession  of  the  prisoners,  which 
Tolution,  he  addeth, "  However  injuriously  that  amounted  to  a  conviction,  so  that  nothing  ra- 
revohniun  hath  been  traduced,  whatever  at-  mained  but  {Mroceeding  to  judgment,  was  car> 
tempts  have  been  made  to  subvert  this  happy  tainly  an  exercise  of  judicial  authority,  which 
establishment  founded  on  it,  your  lordships  will  no  assembly,  how  great  soever,  nut  having  full 
now  have  the  benefit  of  that  in  its  full  extent."  cognizance  of  the  cause,  could  exercise. 

I  need  not,  after  this,  mention  any  other  ju-  In  the  case  of  Lord  Salisbury,  who  had  been 

diclal  acts  done  by  the  House  in  this  case,  be-  impeached  by  the  Commons  fur  high  treaaoo, 

fore  the  appointment  of  the  high  steward—  the  lords,  upun  his  petition,  allowed  him  the 

many  there  are.    For,  the  putting  a  construe-  benefit  of  the  act  of  general  pardon  passed  in 

tion  upon  an  act  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  the  second  year  of  William  and  Mary,  so  tar 

court,  and  the  right  of  the  subject  at  the  trial,  as  to  discharge  him  from  his  imprisonment 

and  in  the  proceedings  preparatory  to  it,  and  upon  a  construction  they  put  upon  that  act,  do 

this  in  a  case  entirely  new,  and  upon  a  point,  to  high  steward  ever  having  been  appointed  in 

say  no  more  in  this  place,  not  extremely  clear,  that  case.    On  the  2d  of  October,  1690,  upon 

was  undoubtedly  an  exercise  of  authority  pro-  reading  the  earl's  petition,  settmg  forth  diat 

per  only  for  a  court  having  full  cognizance  of  he  had  been  a  prisoner  for  a  year  and  nine 

the  cause.  aonths  in  the  tower,  notwithstanding  the  late 

I  will  not  minutely  enumerate  the  several  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  and  praying  to 

orders  made  preparatory  to  the  trial  of  Lord  be  discharged,  the  lords  ordered  the  judges  to 

Lovat,  and  in  the  several  cases  I  shall  have  attend  on  the  Monday  fuUowing,  to  give  their 

occasion  to  mention,  touching  tl)o  time   and  opinions,  whether  the  said  earl  be  pardoned  by 

place  of  the  trial,  the  allowance  or  non-allow-  the   act.     On  6th 'the  judges  delivered  their 

ancc  of  counsel,  and  other  matters  of  the  like  opinions,  that  if  his  offence  was  committed 

kind,  all  plainly  judicial,  because  the  like  orders  before  the  13th  of  February  1688,  and  not  in 

occur  in  all  the  cases  where  a  journal  of  the  Ireland,  or  beyond  the  seas,  he  is  pardoned, 

preparatory  steps  hath  been  published  by  order  Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  he  be  admitF 

of  the  peers.     With  regard  to  Lord  Lovat's  ted  to  bail,  and  the  next  day  he  and  his  sureties 

rase,  I  think  the  order  directing  the  form  of  entered  into  a  recognizance  of  bail,  himself  in 

the  high  steward's  commission,  which  I  have  £.10,000  and  two  sureties  in  £.5,000  each; 

already  taken  notice  of,  is  not  very  consistent  and  on  the  30th  he  and  his  sureties  were,  after 

with  the  idea  of  a  court,  whose  powers  can  be  a  long  debate,  discharged  from  their  recogni- 

lupposed  to  depend,  at  any  point  of  time,  upon  zance.    It  will  not  be  material  to   inquire, 

the  existence  or  dissolution  of  that  commission,  whether  the  House  did  right  in  discharging  the 

In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Denventwateri  eari|  without  giving  the  Commons  an  opporia* 
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nitj  of  being  heard ;  since,  in  fact,  they  daim- 
ed  and  exercised  a  right  of  judicaturo  without 
an  high  steward — which  is  the  only  use  I  make 
of  this  case. 

They  did  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  Earl 
of  Camwarth,  the  Lords  Widdrington  and 
Nairn,  long  afier  the  high  steward's  commis- 
sion dissolved.  These  lords  had  judgment 
passed  on  them  at  the  same  time  that  judgment 
was  given  against  the  Lords  Derwentwater, 
Nithsdole,  and  Kenmure ;  and  judgment  being 
given,  the  high  steward  immediately  broke  his 
•tafT,  and  declared  the  commission  dissolved, 
They  continued  prisoners  in  the  tower,  un- 
der reprieves,  till  the  passing  of  the  act  of  ge- 
neral pardon,  in  the  3d  of  King  George  the 
First.  On  the  Slst  of  November  1717,  the 
House  being  informed  that  these  lords  had  se- 
verally entered  into  recognizances  before  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for 
their  appearance  in  the  House  in  this  sessions 
of  parliament ;  and  that  the  Lords  Camwarth 
and  Widdrington  were  attended  accordingly ; 
and  that  the  Lord  Nairn  was  ill  at  Bath,  and 
could  not  then  attend  ;  the  Lords  Camwarth 
and  Widdrington  were  called ;  and  severally 
at  the  bar  prayed  that  their  appearance  might 
be  recorded  ;  likewise  prayed  the  benefit  of  the 
act  for  his  majesty's  general  and  free  pardon. 
Whereupon  the  House  ordered,  that  their  ap- 
pearance be  recorded,  and  that  they  attend 
again  to-morrow,  in  order  to  plead  the  pardon. 
And  the  recognizance  of  the  Lord  Nairn  was 
respited  till  that  day  fortnight.  On  the  mor- 
row the  Lords  Camwarth  and  Widdrington, 
then  attending,  were  called  in;  and  the  lord 
chancellour  acquainted  them  severally,  that  it 
appeared  by  the  records  of  the  House,  that  they 
ffeverally  stood  attainted  of  high  treason ;  and 
asked  them  severally,  what  they  had  to  say,  why 
they  should  not  be  remanded  to  the  tower  of 
London?  Thereupon  they  severally,  upon 
their  knees,  prayed  the  benefit  of  tlie  act,  and 
that  they  might  have  their  lives  and  liberty 
pursuant  thereunto.  And  t[ie  attorney-general, 
who  then  attended  for  that  puri)06e,  declaring 
that  he  had  no  objection,  on  his  majesty's  behalf, 
to  what  was  prayed,  conceiving  that  those  lords, 
not  having  made  any  escape  since  their  convic- 
tion, were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  tho  act ; 
the  House,  after  reading  the  clause  in  tho  act 
relating  to  that  matter,  agreed  that  they  should 
be  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  as  to  their 
lives  and  liberties;  and  dischar«;cd  their  re- 
rognizanccs,  and  gave  them  leavo  to  depart 
without  further  day  given  for  their  appearance. 

On  the  6th  of  December  following  the  like 
•roccodjngs  were  had,  and  the  like  orders 


made,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Nairn.  I  obserre. 
that  the  lord  chancellour  did  not  aak  dieat 
lords  what  they  had  to  say  why  ezecotka 
should  not  be  awarded.  There  was,  it  ii 
probable,  some  little  delicacy  as  to  that  poioL 
But  since  the  allowanoe  of  the  benefit  of  the 
act,  as  to  life  and  liberty,  which  was  all  that 
was  prayed,  was  an  effectual  bar  to  any  future 
imprisonment  on  that  account,  and  also  to 
execution,  and  might  have  been  pleaded  as 
such  in  any  court  whatsoever ;  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding must  be  admitted  to  have  been  in  a 
court  having  complete  jurisdiction  in  the  case, 
notwithstanding  the  high  steward's  commis- 
sion had  been  long  dissolved — which  is  all  the 
use  I  intended  to  make  of  this  case. 

I  will  not  recapitulate;  the  cases  I  have 
cited,  and  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them, 
are  brotight  mto  a  very  narrow  compass.  I 
will  only  add,  it  would  sound  extremely  harsh 
to  say,  that  a  court  of  crioiinal  jurisdiction, 
founded  in  immemorial  usage,  and  held  in 
judgment  of  law  before  the  king  himself,  can 
in  any  event  whatever  be  under  an  utter  inca- 
pacity of  proceeding  to  trial  and  judgment, 
either  of  condemnation  or  acquittal,  the  ulti- 
mate objects  of  every  criminal  proceeding, 
without  certain  supplemental  powers  derivcu 
from  tho  crown. 

These  cases,  with  the  observations  I  have 
made  on  them,  I  hope  sufficiently  warrant  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  upon  that  part  of  the 
second  question  in  tho  case  of  the  late  Ear) 
Ferrers,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
And  also  what  was  advanced  by  the  lord  diief 
baron  in  his  argument  on  that  question,  "  that 
though  tho  offico  of  high  steiivard  shoukl  hap- 
pen to  determine  before  execution  done  ac- 
cording to  the  judgment,  yet  the  court  of  the 
peers  in  parliament,  where  that  judgment  was 
given,  would  subsist  for  all  the  purposes  of 
justice  during  the  sitting  of  tho  parliament." 
And  consequently  that  in  the  case  supposed 
by  the  question,  that  court  might  appoint  a 
new  dav  for  the  execution. 


APPENDIX,  No.  2. 

Q,DEBTI05S  rtferred  hy  the  Lard*  to  the  Jwdgu^ 
in  the  Impeachment  of  IVarren  ffaatingi^ 
Empdre;  and  the  Answers  qf  the  Judgu. 
Extro^ed  Jrom  the  Lard^  Jowmnis  and 
Minule$. 

First  Quc^ion. — ^Whether,  when  a  witness 
produced  ami  examined  in  a  criminal  proceed- 
ing by  a  pr'Mecutor  disclaims  all  knowl«dxe 
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of  any  matter  so  interrogated,  it  be  competent  Esquire,  councillours,  constituted  und  appointed 

for  luch  prosecutor  to  pursue  such  examina-  the  govcmour-gcneral  and  couriCil  of  the  said 

tion,  b/  proposing  a  question  containing  tlio  United  Company*s  Presidency  of  Fort  William 

particulars  of  an  answer  supposed  to  havo  in  Bengal,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  tho 

oeen  made  by  such  witness  before  a  commit-  last  session,  intituled,  *^  An  act  for  establishing 

lee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  in  any  other  certain  regulations  for  the  better  management 

place ;  and  by  demanding  of  him  whether  the  of  the  aiTairs  of  the  East-India  Company,  as 

particulars  so  suggested  were  not  tho  answer  well  in  India  as  in  Europe ;"  of  the  29lik  of 

he  had  so  made?    1788,  Feb.29.--Pa.  4^8.  March  1774,  Par.  31,  32,  and  35 ;  the  consul- 
tation of  the  lllh  March  1775 ;  the  consulta- 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  tlio  court  lion  of  the  13th  of  March  1775,  up  to  the  time 
of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  tliat  Mr.  Hastings  left  the  council ;  the  consul- 
of  the  judges,  upon  the  question  of  law  put  to  tation  of  the  20th  of  March  1775 ;  the  letter 
them  on  Friday  the  29th  of  February  last,  as  written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  dirac- 
fbllows — *<  That  when  a  witness  produced  and  tors  on  the  25th  of  March  1775— it  being  alleged 
examined  in  a  criminal  proceeding  by  a  pro-  that  Mr.  Hastings  took   no  steps  to  explain 
secutor  disclaims  all  knowledge  of  any  matter  or  defend  his  conduct — are  sufficient  to  intro- 
so  interrogated,  it  is  not  competent  for  such  ducc  the  examination  of  Nundcomar,  or  tho 
prosecutor  to  pursue  such  examination,  by  pro-  proceedings  of  the  rest  of  the  councillours  oo' 
posing  a  question  containing  the  particulars  the  said  13th  of  March,  af\er  Mr.  Hastings  left 
of  ai\  answer  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the  council,  such  examination  and  proceedings 
such  witness  before  a  committee  of  tho  House  charging   Mr.  Hastings    with  corruptly  ro- 
of Commons,  or  in  any  other  place  ;  and  by  ceiving  iJiree  lacks  54,105  rupees  ? 
demanding  of  him  whether  the  particulars  so  1789,  May  21. — Pa.  730. 
suggested  were  not  the  answers  he  had  so 

made."                 1788,  April  10. — Pa.  592.  Anstoer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

*  of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion 

Second  Question. — ^Whether  it  be  competent  of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  tiae 

for  the  managers  to  produce  an  examination  negative — and  gave  his  reasons, 

taken  without  oath  by  the  rest  of  the  council  1789,  May  27. — Pa.  771. 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hastings  the  govemour- 

gcneral,  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with  corruptly  Fourth  Question. — Whether  the  public  ac- 

recciving  three  lacks  54,105  rupees,  which  ex-  counts  gf  the  nizaraut  and  bhcla,  under  the 

imination  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  watf  by  seal  of  the  begum,  attested  also  by  the  nabob, 

him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  and  transmitted  by  Mr.  Goring  to  the  board  of 

proceeding  of  tho  said  councillours,  in  order  to  council  at  Calcutta,  in  a  loiter  bearing  date 

introduce  the   proof  of  his  demeanour  there-  the  29th  June  1775,  received  by  them,  recorded 

upon  ; — it  being  alleged  by  the  managers  for  without  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

tho  Commons,  that  ho  took  no  steps  to  clear  and  transmitted  by  him  likewise  without  ob- 

himsclf,  in  tho  opinion  of  the  said  directors,  of  jection  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  alleged  to 

the  guilt  thereby  imputed,  but  that  he  took  contain  accounts  of  money  received  by  Mr.  Has- 

active  means  to  prevent  tho  examination  by  tings ;  and  it  being  in  proof  that  Mr.  Hastings 

the  said  councillours  of  his  servant  Cantoo  on  the  lllh  of  May  1778,  moved  the  board  to 

Baboo?                 1789,  May  14. — Pa.  677.  comply  with  the  rcquLsitions  of  the  nabob  Mo- 

bareck  ul  Dowlah,  to  reap[>oint  tJio  Munny 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  Begum,  and  rajah  Goordass  (who  made  up 

)f  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  those  accounts)  to  the  respective  offices  they 

)f  the  judges,  upon   tho  said  question,  in  the  before  filled — and  which  was  accordingly  re- 

negative — and  gave  his  reasons.  solved  by  the  bo-^i'd — ought  to  be  read  ? 

1789,  May  20.— Pa.  718.  1789,  June  17.— Pa.  855. 

Third  Que^ion. — Whetlier  the  instructions  Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

from  the  court  of  directors  of  the  United  Com-  of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion 

pany  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  the 

East-Indies  to  Warren  Hastings,   Esquire,  negative — and  gave  his  reasons, 

govemour-general ;  Lieutenant-general  John  1789,  June  34. — Pa.  922. 
Clavering,  the  Honourable  George  Monson, 

Richard  BarweU,  Esq  lire,  and  Philip  Francisi  FiAh  QvesAon.— Whether  the  paper  deli- 
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▼ered  by  Sii  Elijah  Impey,  on  th«  7th  of  July  of  th«  judges  upoo  &e  said  question — *'  That 

1775,  in  th«  supreme  court,  to  the  secretary  it  is  not  competeitt  to  the  managers  for  tbs 

of  the  supreme  council,  in  order  to  be  trans-  Commons  to  put  the  following  question  to  the 

milted  to  the  council  as  the  resolution  of  the  witness,  upon  the  sixth  article  of  charge ;  wit. 

court  in  respect  to  the  cUim  made  for  Roy  What  impressiMi  the  letting  of  the  lan^  to 

Radachum,  on  account  of  his  being  vakeel  of  Kelleram  and  CuUian  Sing  iiwde  on  the  minds 

the  nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah — and  which  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country" — and  gave 

papcrwasthesubjectofthe  deliberation  of  the  his  reasons.          1790,  April  89. — Pa.41S. 
council  on  the  31st  July  1775,  Mr.  Hastings 

being  then  present,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  £ ighth  Question.— Whether  it  be  ctnnpeteol 

ihe  court  of  directors,  as  a  ground  for  such  in-  to  the  managers  for  the  Commoos  to  put  the 

structi(His  from  the  court  of  directors  as  the  foDowing  question  to  the  witness,  upon  the 

occasion  might  seem  to  require — ^may  be  ad-  seventh  article  of  charge ;  viz.  *  *  Whetlier 

mitted  as  evidence  of  the  actual  state  and  situ-  more  oppressions  did  actually  exist  imder  the 

ation  of  the  nabob,  with  reference  to  the  Eng-  new  institution  than  under  the  old?" 

lish  government  ?    1 789,  July  2.— Pa.  1001.  1 790,  April  29.— Pa.  415. 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  Anawer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinim 

of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  the  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  question — "  That 

affurnative — and  gave  his  reasons.  it  is  not  competent  to  the  managers  for  the 

1789,  July  7. — Pa.  1030.  Commons  to  put  the  following  question  to  the 

witness,  upon  the  seventh  article  of  charge , 

Sixtli  Ration. — Whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  viz.  Whether  more  oppressions  did  actually 
competent  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  exist  under  the  new  institution  than  under  the 
to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge  in  the  sixth  old"— and  gave  his  reasons, 
article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at  which  the  de-  1790,  Map  4. — Pa.  428. 
fendant,  Warren  Hasf  ings,  let  the  lands  men- 
tioned in  the  said  sixth  article  of  charge,  to  Ninth  Question. — Whether  the  letter  of  the 
Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was  deficient—  ISthApril  1781  can  be  given  in  evidence  by  the 
and  whether,if  proof  were  offered  that  the  rent  managers  for  the  (yommons,  to  prove  that  the 
fell  into  arrear  immediately  afler  the  letting,the  letter  of  the  5th  of  May  1781 ,  already  given  ic 
evidence  would  in  that  case  be  competent.  evidence,  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  provin- 
1 790,  April  22. — Pa.  364.  cial  council,  and  the  subsequent  appointment  cf 

the  committee  of  revenue,waB  false  in  any  ether 

Anstur. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  ihe  court  particular  than  that  which  is  charged  in  tiie  7lh 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  article  of  charge  ?    1790,  May  20. — ^Pa.  557. 
of  the  judges  upon  the  sajd  question — *'  That 

it  is  not  competent  to  the  managers  for  the  Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  courtot 

Commons  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  of 

in  the  sixth  article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at  the  judges  upon  the  said  question— '<  That  it  is 

which  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let  the  not  competent  for  the  managers  on  the  part  of 

lands  mentioned  in  the  said  sixth  article  of  the  Commons  to  give  any  evidence  on  the  se- 

charge,  to  Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear,  and  was  Tenth  article  of  impeachment,  to  prove  that  the 

deficient* — and  gave  his  reasons.  letter  of  the  5th  May  1781  is  false  in  any  olhci 

1790,  April  27. — Pa.  388.  particular  than  that  wherein  it  is  expressly 

charged  to  be  false" — and  gave  his  reasons. 

Seventh  Question. — Whether  it  be  compe-  1790,  June  2. — Pa.  634. 
tent  for  the  managers  fur  the  Commons  to  put 

the  following  question  to  the  wimess  upon  tlie  Tenth  Question  .^Whether  it  be  competent 

sixth  article  of  charge  :  viz.  "  What  impres-  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  examine 

sion  the  letting  of  the  lands  to  Kelleram  and  the  witness  to  any  account  of  the  debate  which 

Cullian  Sing  made  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabit-  was  had  on  the  9th  day  of  July  1778,  previous 

ants  of  that  country  ?"  to  the  written  minutes  that  appear  upon  the 

1 790,  April  27.— Pa.  391 .  consulution  of  that  date  ? 

1794,  February  25. — Lords'  Minutes. 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

of  exchequer  del  i  ver  ed  the  unanimous  opinion  Answer . — The  l<»?d  chief  justice  of  the  ooort 
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of  common  pleat  delivered  the  unanimoiit  made  upon  Cbcit  Sing  and  the  period  of  tuM 

opinion  of  the  judgea  upon  the  said  quea-  leaving  Bengal,  it  H-aa  at  anjr  time  in  hia 

tion — "  That  it  ii  not  eompetMit  to  the  mana-  porver  to  have  revened  or  nut  a  itoo  to  the  dd* 

gora  for  theCommoni  to  examine  the  witneM,  roand  upon  Cheit  Sing,  the  same  not  baiii| 

Philip  Francii,  Elaquire,  to  any  account  of  the  relative  to  any  matter  originally  given  in  e?H 

debate  which  was  had  on  the  9th  day  of  July  deuce  by  the  defendant"— «nd  gave  his  reasoniL 
1778,  previous  to  the  written  minutes  that  ap-  1794,  March  1 . — ^Lords*  Minutes. 


pear  upon  the  oonaidtation  ofdiat  date" 
gave  his  reasons.  Twelfdi  Quntkn. — Whether  a  paper,,  nad 

1794,  February  27. — ^Lords*  Minutes.  in  the  court  of  directors  on  the  4ih  of  Norea* 

ber  1783,  and  then  referred  by  them  to  tha 

Eleventli  Quen^mt. — Whether  it  is  compe-  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the  vrhoU 

tent  for  the  managers  fur  the  Commons,  in  court ;  and  again  read  in  the  court  of  directon 

reply,  to  ask  the  witness,  whether,  between  on  the  19th  of  November  1783,  and  amendad, 

the  time  of  the  original  demand  being  made  and  ordered  by  them  to  bo  published  (or  Ulw 

upon  Cheit  Sing,  and  the  period  of  the  witness's  information  of  the  proprietors,  can  be  received 

leaving  Bengal,  it  was  at  any  time  in  his  in  evidence  in  reply  to  rebut  the  evidenee 

power  to  have  reversed  or  put  a  stop  to  the  do-  given  by  the  defendant,  of  the  thanks  of  tba 

mand  upon  Cheit  Sing ;  the  same  not  being  court  of  directors,  signified  to  him  on  the  tSlh 

relative  to  any  matter  originally  given  in  evi-  of  June  17^5. 

dence  by  the  defendant  ?  1794,  March  1.— Lords'  Minutes. 

1794,  February  S7. — Lords*  Minutes. 

Annoer. — ^Whereupon  the  lord  chief  jusUes 

Anmoer. — ^The  lord  chief  justice  oftlie  court  of  the  courtof  common  pleas,  having  cnoferrad 

'jf  common  pleas  delivered  the  unanimous  with  the  rest  of  the  judges  present,  delivered 

ooinion  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  question^  their  unanimous  opinion  upon  the  said  qua^ 

**  That  it  iinoC  competent  lor  the  managers  for  tion,  in  the  negative    and  gave  his  reasooi^ 
ine  Commons  to  ask  the  witness,  whether,  1794,  March  1.— Lords' Minotga. 

occween  the  time  of  tbe  original  deoflnd  being 
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